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SlIK  greatest  of  English  liistortans,  BIacallay,  and  one  of  tUe  most  brilliant  writera  of 
tlia  present  century,  haa  said:  "The  history  of  a  country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  tbe 
is  of  it9  people."  In  conformity  witli  tliia  idea  tbe  Pobtbait  asd  Biographicai, 
Ai-Bi'M  of  thia  county  has  been  prcimred.  Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  and 
tailing  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  appreciated  by  but  few,  our 
corps  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  by  their 
enterprise  and  industry,  brought  the  county  to  rank  second  to  none  among  those 
comprising  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  their  lijw  have  the  story  of  their  life 
trugglos.  No  moi'e  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelli- 
gent {iiiblic.  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a.  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by 
istry  and  economy  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with  limited 
anlnjes  for  securing  an  education,  have  become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an 
leucu  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who 
ri^en  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have 
hec'inie  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  sucaeed,and 
lids  how  that  success  baa  usually  crowued  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very 
many,  who,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  "the  even  tenor  of  their  way,"  content 
to  have  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercy — "they  have  done  what 
tbey  could."  It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer's  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country's 
call  went  foi-th  valhintly  "to  do  or  die,"  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and  peace 
once  moi-e  reigned  in  the  land.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 
be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  it  contains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  rccoids,  and  which  would  otherwise  be 
inaccessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  bas  been  wiitten,  and  the  publishers  (latter  them- 
selves that  the;  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  tbe  biograph- 
ical sketches,  portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  in  this  volume.  For  this  the 
publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
information  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some  member  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  snch  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested 
one  would  ho  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made 
at  their  residence  or  pbioe  of  bnsiness. 

November,  1891.  CHAPMAN  BROS. 
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J^mST  PRESIDENT. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON 


HE  Father  of  our  Country  was 
in  Westmorland  Co.,  Va., 
it,  1732.  His  parents 
[  were  Augustine  and  Mary 
(Ball)Washington.  Thefamily 
tu  which  lie  belonged  has  not 
been  satisfactorily  traced  in 
Pngland  His  great-grand> 
father,  John  Washington,  em- 
igrated lo  Virginia  about  1657, 
11  id  became  a  prosperous 
ilanter  He  had  two  sons, 
I  iwrence  and  John.  The 
funni.  niarned  Mildred  Warner 
iiid  fiad  three  children,  John, 
\imi  line  and  Mildred.  Augus- 
tine the  father  of  George,  (iist 
inariicd  Jane  Bullcr,  who  bore 
bini  tour  children,  two  of  whom, 
1  awrencc  and  Augustine,  reached 
;unty.  Of  six  children  by  his 
)nd  marriage,  George  was  the 
eldest,  the  others  being  Betty, 
Samuel,  John  Augustine,  Charles 
and  Mildred. 
Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George,  died 
ill  t743t  leaving  a  large  landed  property.  To  his 
eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an  estate  on 
the  Patomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mount  Vernon, 
and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  residence.  George 
received  only  such  education  as  the  neighborhood 
schools  aflblded,  save  for  a  short  time  after  he  left 
school,  when  he  received  private  instruction  in 
mathemat'ca.      His    spelHnc  was  rather  drfectivf 


Remarkable  stories  are  told  of  his  great  physica. 
strength  and  development  at  an  early  age.  He  was 
an  acknowledged  leader  among  his  companions,  and 
was  eariy  noted  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fair- 
ness and  veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  i4ycarsoIdhehad  a  desire  to  goto 
sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant  was  secured  for  him, 
but  through  the  opposition  of  his  mother  the  idea  was 
abandoned.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surveyor  to  the  immense  estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In 
this  business  he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier 
life,  gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
essential  to  him.  In  175  i,  though  only  19  years  of 
age,  he  was  appointed  adjutant  with  the  rank  of 
major  in  the  Vir^nia  militia,  then  being  trained  foi 
active  service  against  the  French  and  Indians.  Soon 
after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West  Indies  with  his  brother 
Lawrence,  who  went  there  to  restore  his  health.  They 
soon  returned,  and  in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence 
died,  leaving  a  lai^e  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter 
who  did  not  long  survive  him.  On  her  demise  the 
estate  of  Mount  Vernon  was  given  to  George. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddie,  as  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia  waf 
reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into  four  mili- 
tary districts,  of  which  the  northern  was  assigned  lo 
Washington  as  adjutant  general.  Shortly  after  this 
a  very  perilous  mission  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
cepted, which  others  had  refused.  This  was  lo  pro- 
ceed to  the  French  post  near  Lake  Erie  in  North- 
western Pennsylvania.  The  distance  to  be  traversed 
was  between  500  and  600  miles.  Winter  was  at  hand, 
and  the  journey  was  to  be  m.ide  without  military 
escort,  through  a  territory  occupied  by  Indians.     The 


iO 


GEORGE   If  'A  S///.VG  7V.\ 


irip  was  a  i>eriloiis  oik*,  and  several  limes  he  caiue  near 
losing  his  life,  yet  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished 
a  full  and  useful  reiwrt  of  his  exi)e(.lilion.  A  regiment 
of  300  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and  put  in  com- 
mand of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Major  Washington  was 
comnvissioned  lieutenant-colonel.  Active  war  was 
then  l)egun  against  the  French  and  Indians,  in  which 
Washington  took  a  most  important  part.  In  the 
memorable  event  of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  Brad- 
dock's  defeat,  Washington  was  almost  the  only  ofhcer 
of  distinction  who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor.  'Die  other  aids  of  Hraddock 
were  disabled  early  in  the  action,  and  Washington 
alone  was  left  in  that  capacity  on  the  field.  In  a  letter 
10  his  brother  he  says:  "I  had  four  bullets  through 
my  coat,  and  two  horses  shot  under  me,  yet  I  escaped 
unhurt,  though  death  was  levelin  ^  my  companions 
on  every  side."  An  Indian  sharpshooter  said  he  was 
not  born  to  be  killed  by  a  bullet,  for  he  had  taken 
direct  aim  at  him  seventeen  times,  and  failed  to  hit 
him. 

After  having  been  iive  years  in  the  military  ^ervii  c, 
and  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the  royal  ainiy,  lie 
took  advantage  of  the  fall  of  F^ort  Ducjuesnc  and  ihc 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  the  valley  of  tlic  (Jhio, 
10  resign  his  conmiission.  Soon  after  lie  entered  tlje 
/legislature,  where,  althouj^h  not  a  leader,  he  took  an 
Active  and  imjx^rtant  part.  January  17,  1759,  he 
married  Mrs.  Martha  (Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy 
widow  of  John  Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had   <  losed    the    ix)rt 
if  lk>ston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout    the    i)rovinees 
that  "The  cause  of  Boston  is  the  cause  of   us   all." 
It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Virginia,  that  a  (on- 
gress  of  all  the  colonies  was  called   to  meet  at   IMiila- 
dcl[)hia,Sept.  5,  1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties, 
peaceably  if  ix)ssil)le.     To  this  Congress  Col.   Wash- 
ington was  sent  as  a  delegate.   On  May  10,  1775,  the 
Congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  intentions  of 
England  were  plainly  apparent.     The  battles  of  Con- 
cord and  Lexington   had  been  fought.      Among   the 
first  acts  of  this  Congress  was  the  election  of  a  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  colonial  forces.    This  high  and 
responsible  office  was   conferred  \\\yon    Washington, 
who  was  still  a  memberof  the  Congress.  He  accepted 
it  on  June  19,  but  \\\ro\\  the  express  condition  that  he 
receive  no  salar>'.     He  would  keej)  an  exact  account 
of  ex|)enses  and  exi)ect  Congress   to  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.     It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch  to 
trace  the  military  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom  th- 
fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this   country 
were  so  long  confided.     The  war  was  conducted   by 
him  under  ever>-  possible  disadvantage,  and  while  his 
forces  often  met  with  reverses,  yet  he  overcame  ever>' 
obstacle,   and  after  seven  years  of  heroic   devotion 
and  matchless  skill  he  gained  liberty  for  the  greatest 
nation  of  earth.     On  Dec.  23,  i7«3^  Washington,  m 
a  paning  address  of  surpassing  beauty,  lesigned  his 


commission  as  commander-in-chief  of  the  army  10 
to  the  Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annai)olis.  He 
retired  immediately  tj  Mount  X'ernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning  all 
connection  with  public  lile. 

I  \  F'ebruary,i789,  Washington  was  unanimously 
elected  PrcNident.  In  his  presidential  career  he  was 
subject  to  the  peculiar  trials  incidental  to  a  hew 
government ;  trials  from  lack  of  confidence  on  the  part 
of  other  governments;  trials  from  want  of  harmony 
between  the  different  section^  of  our  own  country; 
trials  from  the  imi)Overished  condition  of  the  counlr)', 
owmg  to  the  war  and  want  of  credit;  trials  from  the 
beginnings  ol  part)  strife.  He  was  no  partisan.  His 
clear  judguieni  could  discern  the  golden  mean;  and 
wl;ile  perhaps  this  alone  kept  our  government  from 
sinking  at  the  very  outset,  it  left  him  ex|X)sed  to 
attacks  from  l)Oth  sides,  which  were  often  bitter  nnd 
very  annoying. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  first  term  he  was  unani- 
mously re-elected.     At  the  end  of  this    term    many 
were  anxious  that  he  be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely 
refused  a  third  nomination.     On  the  fourth  of  March, 
1797,  at  the  exjnraton  of  his  second  term   as    Presi- 
dent, he  returned  to  his  home,  hoping  to    pass   there 
his  few  remaining  yeais  free  from  the  annoyances    of 
l)ul)lic    life.      Later  in  tb.e  year,  however,  his  rei^osc 
seemed  likely  to  be  interru|)ted  by  war  with   France- 
At  the  i)rospe(  t  of  siieh  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  tonnnand    of   the    armies.      He  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate ofTlc  ers  and  left  to  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the   field,  which    he    superintended    from    his 
home.     In    anepting   the    command    he   made    the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be    in  the    field    until 
it  WIS  necessary.     In  the  midst  of  these  preparations 
his  lite  wr.s  suddenly  cut  oft*.      December  12,  he  took 
a  seveie  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain,  which,  settling 
in  h  s  throat,  produced  inflammation,  and  terminated 
fatally  on  the  night  of  the  fourteenth.     On  the  eigh- 
teenth his  body  was  borne  wi'h  military  honors  to  its 
final  resting  place,  and  interred  in  the  family  vault  at 
Mount  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  imjxjssible  to 
speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  resi)ect  and  ad- 
miration. The  more  we  see  of  the  oi:)erations  of 
our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel  the 
difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common  interest 
the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the  force  of  his  tab 
ent  and  character,  which  have  been  able  to  challenge 
the  reverence  of  all  parties,  and  principles,  and  na- 
tions, and  to  win  a  fame  as  extended  as  the  limits 
of  the  globe,  and  which  we  cannot  but  believe  will 
be  as  lasting  as  the  existence  of  man. 

The  person  of  Washington  was  unusally  tan,  erect 
and  well   proportioned.     His  muscular   strength  was 
great.     His  features  were  of  a  beautiful  symmeti^' 
He  commanded  respect  without  any  appearance  of 
haughtiness,  and  ever  senous  without  l>«itvj^  dulL 
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[  OHM    ADAMS,     the     second 
I  re^^Jdent  and  the    lirst    Vke- 
I'reaident  of  ilie  United  Slates, 
was   Iioni    ill   Brairitree    ( now 
,  (^uiiicy  ),Ma.ss.,  and  about  ten 
lilies   from    Boston,    Oct.     19, 
'735    His  yreat-grandfather,  Henry 
Adams,   emigrated    from    England 
alxjut  1640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
sons  and  settled  at  Braiiitree.  The 
parents   of  John    were  John    and 
Susannah  (Boylston)  Adams,     His 
father    was    a    farmer    of    limited 
which  lie  added  the  bus- 
s  of  shocmaking.      He  gave  his 
eldest  son,  Jolin,  a  classical  edvica- 
i  lion    jl    H:irvaid     College.       John 

graduated  in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the 
school  in  Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a 
■'school  of  affliction,"  from  which  h?  endeavored  to 
gain  relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the 
study  of  law.  For  ihis  purpose  he  placed  himself 
under  the  tuition  erf  ihe  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  He 
had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profession 
but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by  what  he 
termed  "  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesiastical  coun- 
cils, of  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvanistic  good  nature," 
of  the  operations  of  which  he  had  been  a  witness  in 
his  native  town.  He  was  well  fitted  for  the  legal 
;-rofcssion,  possessing  a  clear,  sonorous  voice,  being 
ready  and  llueiic  of  speech,  and  having  quick  [)crcep- 
live  iwwers.  He  gradually  gained  practice,  and  in 
1764  married  Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister, 
and  a  lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  (i7<''5)i  the  attempt  of  Parliamentary  taxa- 
tion turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He  look  initial 
ftepstowardholdir-o  a  town  meeting,  and  the  resolu- 


tions he  offered  on  the  subject  became  very  popuUi 
throughout  the  Provmce,  and  were  adopted  word  for 
word  by  over  forty  dilTerenl  towns.  He  moved  to  Bos- 
ton in  1768,  and  became  one  of  the  most  courageous 
and  jirominent  advocates  of  the  popular  caiLse,  and 
^as  chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
lislature)  in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  delegates 
from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continental  Congress, 
which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  dislinguished  himselt 
by  his  capacity  for  business  and  for  debate,  and  ad- 
vocated the  movement  for  indeiiendence  against  ih; 
majority  of  the  members.  In  May,  1776,  he  racved 
and  ciirried  a  resolution  in  Congress  that  the  Colonies 
should  assume  llie  duties  of  self-government.  He 
wjs  a  prominent  member  of  the  commitiee  of  iSve 
appointed  June  11,  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson,  but 
on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it  through 
Congress  in  a  three  days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  yet  warm  with  th; 
glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter  to  his  wife 
which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to  have  been  dictated 
by  the  spirit  of  prophecy.  "Yesterday,"  he  says,"tlie 
greatest  question  was  decided  that  ever  was  debated 
in  America;  and  greater,  jjerhaps,  never  was  or  wtl 
be  decided  among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  '  that  these  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  inde. 
l^ndent  states  '  The  day  is  passed.  The  fourth  of 
July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  ejioch  in  the  history 
of  America,  I  am  a|jt  to  believe  it  will  be  celebrated 
by  succeeding  generations,  as  the  great  anniversary 
festival.  It  ought  to  becommemoraled  as  the  day  of 
deliverance  by  solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty 
God.     It  ought  to  be  solemnized  with  pomp,  show* 
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games,  s|)orts,  guns,  bells,  bonfires,  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from  this 
lime  forward  for  ever.  You  will  think  me  transix)rted 
with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  1  am  well  aware  of 
the  toil,  and  blood  and  treasure,  that  it  will  cost  to 
maintain  this  declaration,  and  supi^rt  and  defend 
these  States;  yet,  through  all  the  gloon),  1  can  seethe 
rays  of  light  and  glory.  1  can  see  that  the  end  is 
worth  more  than  all  the  means;  and  that  ix)sterity 
will  triumph,  although  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  I 
hope  we  shall  not." 

In  November,  1777 »  Mr.  Adams  was  api)ointed  a 
ddlegate  to  France  and  to  co-oi>erate  with  Benijamin 
Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then  in  Paris,  in 
the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in  arms  ^nd  money 
from  the  French  Government.  This  was  a  severe  trial 
to  his  patriotism,  as  it  separated  him  from  his  home, 
comi)elled  him  to  cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  ex- 
[X)sed  him  to  great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruis- 
ers, who  were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  same  year  he  was  again 
chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hold  himself  in  readi- 
ness to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  i^ace  and  of  commen  c 
with  Great  Britian,  as  soon  as  the  British  Cabinet 
might  be  found  willing  to  listen  to  such  pioi)osels.  He 
sailed  for  France  in  November,  from  there  he  went  to 
Holland,  where  he  negotiated  imi)oriant  loans  and 
formed  imix)rtant  commercial  treaties 

Finally  a  treaty  of  i^eace  with  England  was  signed 
Jan.  21,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the  excitement, 
toil  and  anxiety  through  which  Mr.  Adams  had  passed 
threw  him  into  a  fever.  After  suffering  from  a  con- 
tinued fever  and  becoming  feeble  and  emaciated  he 
was  advised  to  go  to  England  to  drink  tlie  waters  of 
Bath.  While  in  England,  still  drooping  anddes|)on(l- 
ing,  he  received  dispatches  from  his  own  government 
urging  the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health  was 
delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and  through 
storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot,hemade  the  trij). 

February  24,  1785;  Congress  apix)inted  Mr.  Adams 
envoy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here  he  met  face 
to  face  the  King  of  England,  who  had  so  long  re- 
garded him  as  a  traitor.  As  England  did  not 
condescend  to  ap|X)int  a  minister  to  the  United 
States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he  was  accom- 
plishing but  little,  he  sought  permission  to  return  to 
his  own  country,  where  he  arrived  in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President,  John 
Adams,  rendered  illustiious  by  his  signal  services  at 
home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  Vice  President,  .\gain 
at  the  second  election  of  Washington  as  President, 
Adams  was  chosen  Vice  President.  In  1796,  Wash- 
ington retired  from  public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was 
elected  President,though  not  without  much  opposition. 
Serving  in  this  office  four  years,he  was  succeeded  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

Tviiile  Mr.  Adams  was  Vice  President  the   great 


French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of  Europe, 
and  it  was  uix)n  this  |X)int  which  he  was  at  issue  with 
the  majority  of  his  countr)'men  led  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 
Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy  with  the  French  people 
in  their  struggle,  for  he  had  no  confidence  in  their 
power  of  self-government,  and  he  utterly  abhored  the 
classof  atheist  philosophers  who  he  claimed  caused  it. 
On  the  other  hand  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  i)eople.  Hence  or- 
iginated the  alienation  between  the.se  distinguisheil 
men,  and  two  jwwerful  parties  were  thus  soon  orgar.- 
\,  ed,.  Adams  at  the  head  of  the  one  whose  sympathies 
were  with  England  and  Jefferson  led  the  other  in 
sympathy  with  France. 

The  world  has  seldom  seen  a  si)ectacle  of  more 
moral  beauty  and  grandeur,  than  was  presented  by  the 
old  age  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  violence  of  party  feeling 
hatl  died  away,  and  he  had  begun  to  receive  that  just 
appreciation  which,  to  most  men,  is  not  accorded  till 
after  death.  No  one  could  look  upon  his  venerable 
form,  and  think  of  what  he  had  done  and  suffered, 
and  how  he  had  given  up  all  the  prime  and  strenj^th 
of  his  life  to  the  public  good,  without  the  deei>est 
emotion  of  gratitude  and  respect.  It  was  his  |)eculiar 
good  fortune  to  witness  the  complete  success  of  the 
institution  which  he  had  been  so  active  in  creating  and 
sup|)orting.  In  1824,  liis  (  uj)  of  happiness  was  filled 
to  the  brim,  by  seeing  his  son  elevated  to  the  highest 
station  in  the  gift  of  the  i)eople. 

The  fourth  of  July,  1826,  wliich  completed  the  half 
century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, arrived,  and  there  were  but  three  of  the 
signers  of  that  immortal  instrument  left  upon  the 
earth  to  hail  its  morning  light.  And,  as  it  is 
well  known,  on  that  day  two  of  these  finished  theit 
earthly  jMlgrimpge,  a  coincidence  so  remarkable  as 
to  seem  miraculous.  For  a  few  days  before  Mr. 
Adams  had  l>een  rapidly  failing,  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  fourth  he  found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from 
his  bed.  On  being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the 
customary  celebration  of  the  day,  he  exclaimed  "  In- 
DFPENDENCE  FOREVER."  W^heu  the  day  was  ushered 
in,  by  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing  of  cannons, 
he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attendants  if  he  knew 
what  day  it  was?  He  replied,  "O  yes;  it  is  the  glor- 
ious fourth  of  July — God  bless  it — God  bless  you  all." 
In  the  course  of  the  day  he  said,  "It  is  a  great  and 
glorious  day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were, 
"Jefferson  survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock,  re- 
signed his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  Ckxl. 

The  personal  appearance  and  manners  of  Mr. 
Adams  were  not  particularly  prepossessing.  His  face, 
as  his  ix)rtrait  manifests,was  intellectual  ard  expres' 
sive,  but  his  figure  was  low  and  ungraceful,  and  h.'. 
manners  were  frequently  abrupt  and  uncourteous 
He  had  neither  the  lofty  dignity  of  Washington,  nor 
the  engaging  elegance  and  gracefulness  which  marked 
the  manners  and  address  of  lefferson. 
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HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was 

Ijorii  A|iril  2,  1743,  at  Shad- 
ow uU,  Albermaile  county,  Va. 
)li^  |)arcnls  were  Heier  and 
|li\ic  (  Randoli>h)  Jefferson, 
tliijlumier  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Lon- 
don. To  ihem  were  liotn  six 
d.uigliters  and  two  sojis,  of 
wliuiii  Thomas  was  Ibc  elder. 
Wlien  14  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a 
most  liberal  education,  hav- 
iiy  been  kept  diligently  at  school 


;lien 


}  five  years  of 


age.  In  1760  he  entered  William 
end  Mary  College.  Williamsburg  was  then  the  seat 
of  the  Colonial  Court,  and  it  was  the  obode  of  fashion 
a.id  splendor.  Young  Jefferson,  who  was  then  17 
years  old,  lived  somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine 
horses,  and  much  caressed  by  gay  society,  jei  he 
was  earnestly  devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproatha- 
able  in  his  morals.  It  is  strange,  however,  under 
such  intluences,that  he  was  not  ruined.  In  the  sec- 
ond year  of  his  college  course,  moved  by  some  un- 
explained inward  impulse,  he  discarded  his  horses, 
society,  and  even  his  favorite  violin,  to  which  he  had 
prevujasly  given  much  time.  Heoften  devoted  fifteen 
houra  a  day  to  haid  study,  allowing  himself  for  ex- 
ercise only  a  run  in  the  evening  twilight  of  a  mile  out 
of  the  city  and  back  again.  He  thus  attained  very 
high  ictellectual  culture,  alike  excellence  in  philoso- 
phy and  the  languages.  The  most  difficult  Latin  and 
Greek  authors  he  read  with  facility-  A  move  finished 
scholar  has  seldom  gone  forth  from  college  halls ;  and 


there  was  not  to  be  found,  perhaps,  in  all  Virginia,  a 
more  pureminded,  upright,  gentlemanly  young  man. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  rose  rapidly  and  distin- 
guished himself  by  his  energy  and  accuteness  as  a 
lawyer.  But  the  times  called  for  greater  action. 
The  |X)licy  of  England  had  awakened  the  spirit  of 
resistance  of  the  American  Colonies, and  the  enlarged 
views  which  Jefferson  had  ever  entertained,  soon  led 
him  into  active  iwUtical  life.  In  1769  he  was  choser 
a  member  of  the  Virginia  House  of  Burgesses  Ir. 
1772  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  very  oeautl- 
fnl,  wealthy  and  highly  accomplished  young  widow 

UiKjn  Mr.  Jefferson's  large  estate  at  Shad  well,  thsre 
was  a  majestic  swell  of  land,  called  Monlicello,  which 
commanded  a  prospect  of  wonderful  extent  and 
beauty.  This  spot  Mr.  Jefferson  selecled  for  his  new 
home;  and  here  he  reared  a  mansion  of  modest  ye^ 
elegant  architecture,  which,  next  to  Moimt  Vernon 
became  the  most  distinguished  resort  in  our  land. 

In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Ctlonial  Congress. 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  uijon  a  number  of  ini[Xjrtant  committees, 
and  was  chairman  of  the  one  apiminled  for  the  draw- 
ing up  of  a  declaration  of  independence.  This  com- 
mittee consisted  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger  Sherman  and  Robert  R. 
Livingston.  Jefferson,  as  chairman,  was  apiiointed 
to  draw  up  thepai^r.  Franklin  and  Adams  suggested 
a  few  verbal  changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Con- 
gress. On  June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made 
in  it  by  Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July 
4,  1776     What  must  have  been  the  feelir.gs  of  that 
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man — what  the  emotions  that  swelled  his  breast — 
who  was  charged  with  'he  preparaiion  of  that  Dec- 
laration, which,  while  it  made  known  the  wrongs  of 
America,  was  also  to  pubhsh  her  to  the  world,  free, 
uovcrign  and  independent.  It  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
i'.iarkable  papers  ever  written  ;  and  did  no  other  effort 
•>f  the  mind  of  its  author  exist,  that  alone  would  be 
sufficient  to  stamp  his  name  with  immortality. 

Ill  1779  Mr,  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry,  i.s  Governor  of  Virpnia.  At  one  time 
the  British  officer,  Tarlcton,  sent  a  secret  expedition  to 
Honiicello,  to  capture  the  Governor.  Scarcely  five 
minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried  escape  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson and  his  family,  ere  his  mansion  was  in  posses- 
sion of  the  British  troops.  His  wife's  health,  never 
very  good,  was  much  injured  by  ibis  excitement,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1781  she  died. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1^83. 
Two  yeirs  later  he  was  ap[>ointed  Minister  Pleni[X)- 
tentiary  to  France.  Returning  to  the  United  Stales 
in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary  of  State 
in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position  he  resigned 
Jan.  r,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was  chosen  Vice  Presi- 
dent, and  four  years  later  was  elected  President  over 
Mr.  Adams,  with  Aaron  Burr  as  Vice  President.  In 
1804  he  was  re-elected  with  wonderful  unanimily. 
and  George  Clinton,  Vice  President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  adminstra- 
tion  was  disturbed  by  an  event  wiiich  threatened  the 
tranquility  and  peace  of  the  Unior. ;  this  was  the  con- 
spiracy of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated  in  the  late  election 
10  the  Vice  Presidency,  and  led  on  by  an  nnj.rincipled 
ambition,  this  extraordinary  man  formed  ilie  plan  of  a 
military  expedition  into  the  Spanish  terriiories  on  our 
southwestern  frontier,  for  the  puriwse  of  (orming  there 
a  new  republic  This  has  been  f;eneraily  sup|X)sed 
was  a  mere  pretext ;  and  although  it  has  not  Iwen 
generally  known  what  his  real  plans  were,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  they  were  of  a  f:ir  more  dangerous 
character. 

In  i8o9,*at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term  for 
which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  determined 
to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period  of  neariy 
.brty  years,  he  had  been  continually  before  the  pub- 
lie,  and  all  that  time  had  been  employed  in  offices  of 
the  greatest  trust  and  responsibility.  Having  thus  de- 
voted the  best  part  of  his  life  to  the  service  of  his 
country,  he  now  felt  desirous  of  that  rest  which  his 
declining  years  required,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  new  administration,  in  March,  1809,  he  bid  fare- 
well forever  to  public  life,  and  retired  to  Monticello. 

Mr.  Jefferson  was  profuse  in  his  hospitality.  Whole 
families  came  in  their  coaches  with  their  horses,^ 
fathers  and  mothers,  boys  and  girls,  babies  and 
nurses, — and  remained  three  and  even  six  months. 
Life  at  Monticello,  for  years,  Tcsembled  that  at  a 
fashionable  watering-plare. 

The  fourth  of  July,  i8z6,  being  the  fifriethanniver-  < 


saryof  the  Declaration  of  American  Independence, 
great  preparations  were  made  in  every  part  of  thf 
Union  for  its  celebration,  as  the  nation's  jubilee,  and 
the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to  the  solemnity 
of  the  occasion,  invited  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  the  framer. 
and  one  of  the  few  surviving  signers  of  the  Declara- 
tion, to  participate  in  their  testivities.  But  an  ill- 
ness, which  had  been  of  several  weeks  duration,  and 
had  been  continually  increasing,  compelled  him  to 
decline  the  invitation. 

On  the  second  of  July,  the  disease  under  which 
he  was  laboring  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants,  entertained  no 
hoi>e  of  his  recovery.  From  this  time  he  was  perfectly 
sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand.  On  the  next 
diiy,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked  of  those  around 
him,  the  day  of  the  month,  and  on  being  told  it  was 
the  third  of  July,  he  expressed  the  earnest  wish  tha'. 
he  might  be  [lermitted  to  breathe  theairof  the  fiftieth 
anniversar>'.  His  prayer  was  heard — that  day,  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our  land, 
burst  u[)on  his  eyes,  and  then  they  were  closed  for- 
ever. And  what  a  noble  consummation  of  a  noble 
life!  To  die  on  that  day, — the  birthday  of  a  nation,- - 
the  day  which  his  own  name  and  his  own  act  had 
rendered  glorious;  to  die  aiuidst  the  rejoicings  and 
festiviiiesof  a  whole  nation,  who  looked  up  to  him, 
as  the  author,  under  God,  of  their  greatest  blessings, 
was  all  that  was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  iiour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred s|)irit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  liear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  champions  of 
frewiciiii :  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark  and  desper- 
ate struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they  had  cheered  and 
animated  their  des[)onding  countrymen;  for  half  a 
century  they  had  labored  together  for  the  good  of 
the  country;  and  now  hand  in  hand  they  depart. 
In  their  lives  they  had  been  united  in  the  same  great 
cause  of  liberty,  and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not 
divided. 

In  person  Mr,  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  hght,  his  hair  originally  red,  in  after  life  became 
while  and  silvery  ;  his  complexion  was  fair,  his  fore- 
head broad,  and  his  whole  counenance  intelligent  and 
thoughtful.  He  possessed  great  fortitude  of  mind  as 
well  as  personal  courage;  and  i.:s  command  of  tem- 
per was  such  that  his  oldest  and  most  intimate  friends 
never  recollected  to  have  seen  him  in  a  passion. 
His  manners,  though  dignified,  were  simple  and  un- 
affected, and  his  hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that 
all  found  at  his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  conver- 
sation he  was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic;  and 
his  language  was  remarkably  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  finished  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writings  is 
discemable  the  care  with  whiih  he  formed  his  style 
upon  the  best  models  of  an'iquity. 
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AMES    MADISON,    "Falher 
of  the  Constitution,''  and  fonrth 
President  of  the  United  States, 
was  born  Match  i6,  1757,  and 
died  at  his   home  in  Virginia, 
June  28,  1836.     The  name  of 
James  Madison  is  insejiaralji)  con- 
nected with  most  of  tlie  imiortant 
events  in  that  heroic  (leriod  of  our 
country  during  ivhich  Ihe  founda- 
tions of  Uiis  great    re|>ublic  were 
d.   He  was  the  last  of  the  founders 
of  \\\t   Constitution   of  tlie    United 
dilates  to   be   called    to    his    eternai 
reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among 
the  early  emigrants  to  ihc  New  World, 
landing  upon  the  shores  of  the  Chesa- 
l>eake  but  15  years  after  the  scttle- 
it  of  Jamestown.  The  father  of 
James  Madison  h  as  an  cjmlent 
[dantcr,  residing  ujjon  a  very  fine  cs- 
late  ciUed  "Monlpelier,"  Orange  Co., 
Va.  The  mansion  was  situated  in 
tlie  niidst  of  scenery  highly  pictur- 
cs([ue  and  romantic,  on  die  west  side 
of  South-west  Mountain,  at  the  fool  of 
It  was  but  25  "liles  f">'"  die  home  of 
Jefferson  at  Monticello.  The  closest  ]>ersonal  and 
|K>litica1  attachment  existed  between  ihei-e  illustrious 
men,  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  conducted 
mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At  the  age  of 
18  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  College,  in  New  Jersey. 
Here  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  (he  most  im- 
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prudent  zeal;  allowing  himself,  for  months,  but  three 
hours'  sleep  out  of  the  z\.  His  health  thus  became  so 
seriously  imjiaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor 
of  constitution.  He  graduated  in  177  r.  with  a  feeble 
body,  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and.  with  a 
mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with  learning 
which  embellished  and  gave  proficiency  lo  his  subsf* 

Reluming  to  Virginia,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic  reading. 
This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of  ihe  times  in 
which  he  lived,  and  the  society  with  which  he  asso- 
ciated, all  combined  to  inspire  him  with  a  strong 
loveoflilierty,  and  to  train  him  for  his  life-work  ot 
a  statesman.  Being  naturally  of  a  religious  turn  of 
mind,  and  his  frail  health  leading  him  to  think  that 
his  life  was  not  to  lie  long,  he  directed  esiiecial  atten- 
lion  to  theological  studies.  Endowed  with  a  mmd 
singulariy  free  from  i>assion  and  prejudice,  and  with 
almost  uncfiualied  ix)wers  of  reasoning,  he  weighed 
all  the  arguments  for  and  against  revealed  religion, 
until  his  faith    became   so  established  as    never   to 

In  Ihe  spring  of  1776,  when  a6  years  of  age,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Convention,  to 
frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The  next  year 
( 1 7  7  7 ),  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  General  .Assembly, 
He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-lovir.g  voters,  and 
conscijuently  lost  his  election;  but  those  who  had 
witncsseil  the  laleiit,  energy  and  public  si>irit  of  the 
modest  young  man,  enlisted  themselves  in  his  behalf, 
and  he  was  appointed  to  the    E.ieculive  Council. 

ikith  Patrick  Henry  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Cioveruorsof  Tirginia  while  Mr.  Madison  remaint^ 
member  of  Ihc  Council ;    and  their  appreciation  of  his 
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mtellectual,  social  and  moral  worth,  contributed  not 
a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence.  In  the  year 
1780,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  illustrious  men  in 
our  land,  and  he  was  immediately  assigned  to  one  of 
ihe  most  conspicuous  positions  among  them. 

For  three  years  Mr.  Madison  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  members. 
In  the  year  1784,  his  term  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no  na- 
tional government,  with  no  power  to  form  treaties 
which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law.  There 
was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  Virginia  in 
the  declaration,  that  an  efficient  national  government 
must  be  formed.  In  January,  1786,  Mr.  Madison 
carried  a  resolution  through  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virginia,  inviting  the  other  States  to  apix)int  commis- 
sioners to  meet  in  convention  at  Annapolis  to  discuss 
this  subject.  Five  States  only  were  represented.  The 
convention,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up 
by  Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia,  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the  place 
of  that  Confederate  League.  The  delegates  met  at 
the  time  appointed.  Every  State  but  Rhode  Island 
^vas  represented.  George  Washington  was  chosen 
president  of  the  convention;  and  the  present  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  was  then  and  there  formed. 
There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind  and  no  pen  more  ac- 
tive in  framing  this  immortal  document  than  the  mind 
and  the  pen  of  James  Madison. 

The  Constitution,  adopted  by  a  vote  81  to  79,  was 
to  be  presented  to  the  several  States  fur  acceptance. 
But  grave  solicitude  was  felt.  Should  it  be  rejected 
we  should  be  left  but  a  conglomeration  of  indei)endent 
States,  with  but  little  power  at  home  and  little  respect 
abroad.  Mr.  Madison  was  selected  by  the  conven- 
tion to  draw  up  an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  expounding  the  principles  of  the  Constitution, 
and  urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  it  at  length  triumphed  over  all,  and 
went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became  the 
avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  party.  While  in 
New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs.  Todd,  a 
young  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fascination, 
whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person  and  character 
queenly,  and  probably  no  lady  has  thus  far  occupied 
so  prominent  a  position  in  the  very  peculiar  society 
which  has  constituted  our  republican  court  as  'Mrs. 
Madison. 

Mr.  Madison  served  as  Secretary  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of  war.  ^ 


British  orders  in  council  destioyed  our  commerce,  and 
our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult.  Mr.  Madison 
was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in  his  taste,  retiring 
in  his  disix>sition,  war  had  no  channs  for  him.  But  the 
meekest  spirit  can  be  roused.  It  makes  one*s  blood 
boil,  even  now,  to  think  of  an  American  ship  brought 
to,  u^wn  the  ocean,  by  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser. 
A  young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  nonchal- 
ance he  selects  any  number  whom  he  may  please  to 
designate  as  British  subjects;  orders  them  doiin  the 
ship's  side  into  his  boat;  and  places  them  on  the  gun- 
deck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  by  compulsion,  the 
battles  of  England.  This  right  of  search  and  im- 
pressment, no  efforts  of  our  Government  could  induce 
the  British  cabinet  to  relinquish. 

On  the  18th  of  June,  181 2,  President  Madison  gave 
his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring  war 
against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the  bitter 
hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the  country 
in  general  ai)proved ;  and  Mr.  Madison,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1813,  was  re-elected  by  a  large  majority, 
and  entered  iqHDn  his  second  term  of  office.  This  is 
not  the  place  to  describe  the  various  adventures  of 
this  war  on  the  land  and  on  the  water.  Our  infan. 
navy  then  laid  the  foundations  of  its  renown  in  grap- 
pHng  v/ith  the  most  formidable  power  which  ever 
swept  the  seas.  The  contest  commenced  in  earnest 
l)y  the  ai)pearance  of  a  British  flett,  early  in  February, 
18 1 3,  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  declaring  nearly  the  whole 
coast  of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Kn^.peror  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as  me 
ditator.  America  accei)ted ;  England  refused.  A  Brit- 
isli  force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the  banks 
of  the  Patuxel  River,  near  its  entrance  into  Chesa- 
peake Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  by  way  of  Bladens- 
burg,  nix)n  Washington. 

The  straggling  little  city  of  Washington  was  thrown 
into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the  brief  conflict 
at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the  streets  of  the 
metro|X)lis.  The  whole  population  fled  from  the  city. 
The  President,  leaving  Mrs.  Madison  in  the  White 
House,  with  her  carriage  drawn  up  at  the  door  to 
await  his  speedy  return,  hurried  to  meet  the  officers 
in  a  council  of  war.  He  met  our  troops  utterly  routed, 
and  he  could  not  go  back  without  danger  of  being 
captured.  But  few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential 
Mansion,  the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in 
Washington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and  on 
Feb.  13,  i8i5,the  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  Ghent. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  his  second  term  of 
office  expired,  and  he  resigned  the  Presidential  chair 
to  his  friend,  James  Monroe.  He  retired  to  his  beau- 
tiful home  at  Montpelier,  and  there  passed  the  re- 
mainder of  his  days.  On  June  28,  1836,  then  at  the 
age  of  85  years,  he  fell  asleep  in  death.  Mrs.  Madi- 
son died  July  12,  1849. 
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\  AMES    MONROE,   the  fifth 
LPresidentof  The  United  Stales, 
t  was  born  in  Westmoreland  Co., 
Va.,April  28,  1758.   His  early 
life  was  passed  at  the  place  of 
nativity.  His  ancestors  had  for 
many  years   resided  in  the  prov- 
inii  in  which  he  was  born.    When, 
at  ij  years  of  age,  in  the   process 
of  completing   his   education    at 
William  and  Mary  College,  the  Co- 
lonial Congress  assembled  al  Phila- 
del|ihia  to  deliberate  ujwn  the  un- 
just  md    manifold   oppressions    of 
(Ireai  Britian,  declared  the  separa- 
tion of  the   Colonies,  and  promul- 
gated ihe  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before  it  is  highly 
-  probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the  signers 
of  that  celebrated  inslrumeni.     At   this  time  he  left 
school  and  enlisted  among  the  patriots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked  heir- 
less and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters  increased 
from  day  to  day.  The  invading  armies  came  pouring 
in ;  and  the  lories  not  only  favored  the  cause  of  the 
mother  country,  but  disheartened  the  new  recruits, 
who  were  sufficiently  terrified  at  the  prospect  o{  con- 
ending  with  an  enemy  whom  they  had  been  taught 
to  deem  invincible.  To  such  brave  spirits  as  James 
Monroe,  who  went  right  onward,  undismayed  through 
difficulty  and  danger,  the  United  States  owe  their 
political  emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the 
ranks,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  detemii nation  to  live  or  die  with  her  strife 


for  liberty.      Firmly  yet  sadly   he  shared  in  the  mel- 
ancholy retreat  from  Harleani    Heights   and    Whir 
Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited  army  as  it  fl 
before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey,      In  four  mor.t 
after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  llie    patri 
had  been  beaten  in  seven  battles.     At  the  battle   .. 
Trenton  he  led  the  vanguard,  and,  intheactof  chai^ 
ing  u]X)n  the  enemy  he  received  a  wound  in  the  lef 
shoulder. 

As  a  reward  for  his  bravery,  Mr,  Monroe  was  pro 
moted  a  captain  of  infantry;  and,  having  recovered 
from  his  wound,  he  rejoined  theanny.  He,  however, 
receded  from  the  line  of  promotion,  by  becoming  an 
officer  in  the  staff  of  Lord' Sterling.  During  the  cam 
paigns  of  1777  and  1778,  in  the  actions  of  Brandy 
wine,  Germantown  and  Monmouth,  he  continued 
aid-decamp;  but  becoming  desirous  to  regain  hi-. 
]Hisiiion  in  the  anny,  he  exerted  himself  lo  collect  r 
regiment  for  the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed 
owing  to  the  exhausted  rondition  of  the  State.  Upon 
this  failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr,  Jefferson,  at 
that  peiiod  Governor,  and  pursued,  with  considerable 
ardor,  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did  not,  however, 
entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for  the  green  bag; 
but  on  the  invasions  of  the  enemy,  served  as  avolun- 
teer,  during  the  two  years  of  his  legal  pursuits. 

In  1782,  he  was  elected  from  King  George  county, 
a  member  of  the  Leglislalure  of  Virginia,  and  by  that 
twdy  he  was  elevated  lo  a  seal  in  the  Execuiivc 
Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  at  zt,  years  of  age  ;  and  having 
at  this  early  |>eriod  displayed  some  of  that  ability 
and  aptitude  for  legislalion,  which  were  afterwaid.. 
employed  with  unremillirg  energy  for  the  public  good. 
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he  was  in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
Deeply  as  Mr.  Monroe  felt  the  imperfections  of  the  old 
Confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new  Constitution, 
thinking,  with  many  others  of  the  Republican  party, 
ihat  it  gave  too  much  power  to  the  Central  Government, 
and  not  enough  to  the  individual  States.  Still  he  re- 
tained the  esteem  of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm 
supporters,  and  who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition 
secured  its  adoption.  In  1789,  he  became  a  member 
cf  the  United  States  Senate;  which  office  he  held  for 
four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction  be- 
tween the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the  nation, 
the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was  growing  more 
distinct.  The  two  prominent  ideas  which  now  sej)- 
arated  them  were,  that  the  Republican  party  was  in 
sympathy  with  France,  and  also  in  favor  of  such  a 
strict  construction  of  tlie  Constitution  as  to  give  the 
(!^entral  Government  as  little  power,  and  the  State 
Governments  as  much  i)ower,as  the  Constitution  vvoiild 
warrant.  The  Federalists  sympathized  with  England, 
and  were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  tlie  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  jwwer  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  i)ossibly 
authorize. 

The  leading  Federalists  and  Rc[)iiblicans  were 
alike  noble  men,  consecrating  all  their  energies  lo  tlie 
good  of  the  nation.  Two  more  honest  men  or  more 
pure  patriots  than  John  Adams  tlie  Fedeialist,  and 
James  Monroe  the  Republican,  never  breathed.  In 
building  up  this  majestic  nation,  which  is  destined 
to  eclipse  all  Grecian  and  Assyrian  greatness,  the  com- 
bination of  their  antagonism  was  needed  to  create  the 
light  equilibrium.  And  yet  each  in  his  day  was  de- 
nounced as  almost  a  demon. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had  es- 
poused the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the  ])rin(:i- 
ples  of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe  was  drawn 
into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and  far  away. 
Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of  neutrality  be- 
tween these  contending  ix)wers.  France  had  helped 
r.s  in  the  struggle  for  our  liberties.  All  the  despotisms 
of  Europe  were  now  combined  to  prevent  the  French 
from  escaping  from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse 
than  that  which  we  had  endured  Col.  Monroe,  more 
magnanimous  than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  generous 
and  noble  nature.  He  violently  opposed  the  Pres- 
ident's proclamation  as  ungrateful  and  wanting  in 
magnanimity. 

Washington,  who  could  appreciate  such  a  character, 
developed  his  calm,  serene,  almost  divine  greatness, 
by  appointing  that  very  James  Monroe,  who  was  de- 
nouncing the  policy  of  the  Government,  as  the  minister 
of  that  Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Convention 
in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demonstrations. 


Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  country,  Mr.  Mon- 
roe was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and  held  the 
office  for  three  yeais.  He  was  again  sent  to  France  to 
co-oi)erate  with  Chancellor  Livingston. in  obtaining 
the  va§t  territory  then  known  as  the  Province  of 
Louisiana,  which  France  had  but  shortly  before  ob- 
tained from  Spain.  Tlieir  united  efforts  were  suc« 
cessful.  For  the  comparatively  small  sum  of  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars,  the  entire  territory  of  Orleans  and 
district  of  lA)uisiana  were  added  to  the  United  States. 
This  was  probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate 
which  was  ever  made  in  all  the  historj'  of  the  world. 

From  Fran(  e  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to  ob- 
tain from  that  country  some  recognition  of  out 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against  those 
odious  impressments  of  our  s«amen.  But  Eng- 
land was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to  Eng- 
land on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive  no 
redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was  again 
chosen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  soon  resigned 
to  accept  the  |)osition  of  Secretary  of  State  under 
Madison.  While  in  this  office  war  with  England  was 
de(  lared,  the  Secretary  of  War  resigned,  and  d»iring 
these  Irving  times,  the  duties  of  the  War  Departmen: 
were  also  put  u^mju  him.  He  was  truly  the  armor- 
bearer  of  President  Madison,  and  the  most  efficient 
business  man  in  his  cabinet.  Uix)n  the  return  o( 
peace  he  resigned  the  Department  of  War,  but  con- 
tinued in  the  office  of  Se(  reiarv  of  State  until  the  ex- 
piration  of  Mr.  i\ladi>on's  adniinstration.  At  the  elec 
tioii  held  the  previous  autumn  Mr.  Monroe  himself  had 
been  chosen  President  with  but  little  opposition,  and 
ujKDn  March  4,  18/7,  was  inaugurated.  Four  year? 
later  he  was  elected  for  a  second  term. 

Among  the  inii)ortant  measures  of  his  Presidency 
were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  LTnited  States;  the 
Missouri  Com  promise,  and  the   **  Monroe  doctrine.' 

This  famous  doctrine,  since  known  as  the  **  Monroe 
doctrine,"  was  enunciated  by  him  in  1823.  At  that 
time  the  United  States  had  recognized  the  independ- 
ence of  the  South  American  states,  and  did  not  \iish 
to  have  Euroi)ean  ix)wers  longer  attempting  to  sub- 
due jjortions  of  the  American  Continent.  The  doctrine 
is  as  follows:  "That  we  should  consider  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  European  ix)wers  to  extend  their  sys- 
tem to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerou.s 
to  our  peace  and  safety,"  and  "that  we  could  not 
view  any  interix)sition  for  the  purpose  of  oppressing 
or  controlling  American  governments  or  provinces  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by  European 
ix)wers  of  an  unfriendly  disjKJsition  toward  the  United 
States."  This  doctrine  immediately  affected  the  course 
of  foreign  governments,  and  has  become  the  approved 
sentiment  of  the  United  States. 

At  the  end  of  his  fecond  term  Mr.  Monroe  retired 
to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  until  1830, 
when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with  his  son-in- 
law.     In  that  city  he  died, on  the  4th  of  July,  1831 
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S.'KTII  PRESIDRNT. 


[  OHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the 
\-iix\\  1' res  idem  of  the  United 
iLiies,  was  boni  in  the  rural 
hnnit;  of  his   honored   father, 
John  Adams, in  Qui ncy,  Mass., 
on  the  iilhcf  Jnly,  1767.  His 
inothcf,  a  woman  of  exalted 
,   wonh,  waichedoverhischildhood 
during   the  almost   constant   ab- 
of  his  father.      When    but 
eit;ht  year!  of  age,  he  stood  with 
his  nioihe'  on  an  eminence,  listen- 
ing to  ihc  IxKiminK  of  the  great  bat- 
tle on  Bnnket's  Hill,  and  gazing  on 
upon  the  smoke  and  flames  billow- 
ing up  from    the   conflagration   of 
Charles  town. 

When  but   eleven  years  old    he 
(ook  a  tearful  adieu  of  hii  mother, 
'  (o  sai)  wit/i  his  fatner  for   Europe, 

through  a  fleet  ol  hostile  British  cruisers.  The  bright, 
animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Paris,  where 
liis  father  was  associated  with  Franklin  and  I.ee  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  His  intelligence  attracted 
the. notice  of  these  distinguished  men,  and  he  received 
from  them  ftaltering  marks  of  attention. 

Mr.  John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
con  .tT)',  in  1779,  ere  he  was  againsent  abroad.  Again 
Tol.fi  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At  Paris  he 
applied  himself  with  great  diligence,  for  six  months, 
to  Jtudy;  then  accompained  his  father  to  Holland, 
where  he  entered,  first  a  school  in  .\msterdam,  then 
the  University  at  Leyden.  About  a  year  from  this 
time,  in  1781,  when  the  manly  boy  was  but  fourteen 
vea's  of  age,  he  was  selected  by  Mr.  Dana,  our  min- 
ister to  the  Russian  courl,  as  his  private  secretarj'. 

In  this  school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  enoblin); 
culture  he  s[>ent  fourteen  months,  and  then  returned 
to  Holland  through  Sweden,  Denmark,  Hamburg  and 
Bremen.  This  long  journey  he  took  alone,  in  the 
winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth  year.  Again  he  resumed 
ms  studies,  under  a  private  tutor,  at  Hague.   Thence, 


in  the  spring  of  1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  L' 
Paris,  iravehng  leisurely,  and  forming  acipiaintanct 
with  the  most  distinguished  men  on  the  Con:inci.t 
examining  arcniteclural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he  agair. 
became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious  men  ol 
all  lands  in  the  contemplations  of  the  loftiest  temi»ral 
themes  which  can  engross  the  human  mind.  Aftj 
a  short  visit  to  England  he  returned  to  Paris,  ana 
consecrated  all  his  energies  to  study  until  May,  1785, 
when  he  returned  to  America.  To  a  brilliant  young 
man  of  eighteen,  who  had  seen  much  of  the  world, 
and  ivho  was  familiar  with  the  elicinelle  of  courts,  a 
residence  with  his  father  in  Ixindon,  under  such  cir 
cumslances,  must  have  been  extremely  attractive 
but  with  judgment  very  rare  in  one  of  his  age,  he  pre- 
ferred to  return  to  America  to  complete  his  education 
in  an  American  college.  He  wished  then  to  study 
law,  that  wuh  an  honorable  profession,  he  might  b'' 
able  to  obtain  an  independent  supjort. 

U[)on  leaving  Harvard  Collese,  attheageoftwentj- 
he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June,  1794,  be- 
ing then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  afie,  he  was  ap- 
ixjinled  by  Washington,  resident  minister  at  the 
Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  in  July,  he  reached 
London  in  October,  where  he  was  immediately  admit- 
ted to  the  deliberations  of  Messrs.  Jay  and  Pinckney, 
assisting  them  in  negotiating  a  commercial  treaty  with 
Gieat  Brilian.  After  thus  s|>cnding  a  fortnight  i. 
London,  he  proceeded  lo  the  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  the  Hague  to  go  to  Portugal  as 
minister  plenipotentiary.  On  his  way  10  Portugal. 
upon  arriving  in  Ix>ndon,  he  met  with  despatches 
directing  him  to  the  court  of  Betiin,  but  requestinp 
him  lo  remain  in  London  until  he  should  receive  his 
instructions.  While  waiting  he  was  married  to  a: 
American  lady  to  whom  he  had  been  previously  en- 
gaged,—Miss  Louisa  Catherine  Johnson,  darightc. 
of  Mr.  Joshua  Johnson,  American  consul  In  londonr 
a  lady  endownd  with  ihal  beauty  a; id  ihose  ^ccom. 
l)lishment  which  eminently  fiticri  her  lo  irovc  in  K\a 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  w«  t'ws'iiicd 
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He  reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797  ; 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  having  ful- 
filled all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  solicited  his 
recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1 802,  he  was  chosen  to 
(he  Sen«ite  of  Massachusetts,  from  Boston,  and  then 
was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for  six  years, 
from  the  4th  of  March,  1804,  His  reputation,  his 
ability  and  his  experience,  placed  him  immediately 
among  the  most  prominent  and  influential  members 
of  that  body.  Es[)ecially  did  he  sustain  the  Govern- 
ment in  its  measures  of  resistance  to  the  encroach- 
ments of  England,  destroying  our  commerce  and  in- 
sulting our  flag.  There  was  no  man  in  America  more 
familiar  with  the  arrogance  of  the  British  court  \\\io\\ 
these  points,  and  no  one  more  resolved  to  present 
a  firm  resistance. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the  Pres- 
idential chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated  John 
Quincy  Adams  minister  to  St.  Petersburg.  Resign- 
ing his  professorship  in  Harvard  College,  he  embarked 
at  Boston,  in  August,  1 809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense  stu- 
dent. He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  language  and 
history  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade;  to  the 
European  system  of  weights,  measures,  and  coins  ;  to 
the  climate  and  astronomical  observations  ;  while  he 
Kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  (ircck  and 
Latin  classics.  In  all  the  universities  of  Kiiroi)e,  a 
more  accomplished  scholar  could  scarcely  be  fouiul. 
All  through  life  the  Bible  constituted  an  iniiK)rtai  t 
part  of  his  studies.  It  was  his  rule  to  read  t'lve 
chapters  every  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  Mr.  Monroe  took  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  apix)inted  Mr. 
Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of  his  num- 
erous friends  in  public  and  private  life  in  Europe,  he 
sailed  in  June,  1819,  for  the  United  States.  On  the 
i8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed  the  threshold  of  his 
home  in  Quincy.  During  the  eight  years  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roes administration,  Mr.  Adams  continued  Secretary 
of  State. 

Some  time  before  ihe  close  of  Mr.  Monroe's  second 
term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be  presented 
foi  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Adams  brought 
forward  his  name.  It  was  an  exciting  cam[)aign. 
Party  spirit  was  never  more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and 
sixty  electoral  votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  re- 
ceived ninety-nine;  John  Quincy  Adams,  eighty-four; 
William  H.  Crawford,  forty-one;  Henry  Clay,  thirty- 
seven.  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people,  the 
question  went  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  Mr. 
Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to  Mr.  Adams,  and 
he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates  now 
:ombined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  assault  u|K>n 
Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more  disgraceful  in 
*V>c  uaRt  history  of  our  country  than  the  abuse  which 


was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted  stream,  upon  this 
high-minded,  upright;  patriotic  man.  There  never  was 
an  administration  more  pure  in  principles,  more  con- 
scientiously devoted  to  the  best  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, than  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams;  and  never,  per- 
haps, was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupu- 
lously and  outrageously  assailed. 

Mr.  Adams  was,  to  a  very  remarkable  degree,  ab- 
stemious and  temi^erate  in  his  habits;  always  rising 
early,  and  taking  much  exercise.  When  at  his  home  in 
Quincy,  he  has  been  known  to  walk,  before  breakfast. 
seven  miles  to  Boston.  In  Washington,  it  was  said 
that  he  was  the  first  man  up  in  the  city,  lighting  his 
own  fire  and  applying  himself  to  work  in  his  libraiy 
often  long  before  dawn. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1829,  Mr.  Adams  retirtd 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  Andrew 
Jackson.  John  C.  Calhoun  was  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent. The  slavery  (piestion  now  began  to  assume 
lorientous  magnitude.  Mr.  Adams  returned  to 
Quincy  and  to  his  studies,  which  he  pursued  with  un- 
.ibated  zeal.  But  he  was  not  long  |)emiitted  to  re- 
main in  retirement.  In  November,  1830,  he  was 
elected  representative  to  Congress.  For  seventeen 
years,  until  his  death,  he  occupied  the  post  as  repre- 
sentative, lowering  above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to 
do  brave  battle' for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of 
*' the  old  man  eloquent."  V\iox\  taking  his  seat  in 
the  House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.  Pn^bably  there  never  was  a 
member  more  devoted  to  liis  duties.  He  was  usuallv 
the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning,  and  the  last  to 
leave  his  ^eat  in  the  evening.  Not  a  measure  could 
he  brought  forward  and  escai)e  his  scrutiny.  The 
l)attle  whi(  h  Mr.  Adams  fought,  almost  singly, against 
the  i)roslavery  ])arty  in  the  (rovernment,  was  sublime 
in  Its  moral  daring  and  heroism.  For  ])ersisting  in 
[)re>entini:;  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  he 
was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand  jury. 
with  expulsion  from  the  Hou?e,  with  assassination 
but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and  his  final 
triumph  was  complete. 

It  has  been  said  of  President  Adams,  that  when  his 
l)ody  was  bent  and  his  hair  silvered  by  the  la|)se  of 
fourscore  years,  yielding  to  the  simple  faith  of  a  little 
child,  he  was  accustomed  to  rejHjat  every  night,  before 
he  slept,  the  pra}er  which  his  mother  taught  him  in 
his  infant  years. 

On  the  2 1  St  of  February,  1848,  he  rose  on  the  floor 
of  Congress,  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to  address  the 
speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again  stricken  by  paraly- 
sis, and  was  caught  in  the  arms  of  those  around  him. 
For  a  time  he  was  senseless,  as  he  was  conveyed  to 
the  sofa  in  the  rotunda.  With  reviving  conscious- 
ness, he  opened  his  eyes,  l(X)ked  calmly  around  and 
said  "  This  is  the  ctuf  of  earth  ."then  after  a  moment  s 
pause  he  added,  ^*' f  am  content.*'  These  were  the 
last    words  of    the    grand    '*  Old    Man     Eloquent." 


SEVENTH  PRESWBNT. 


I  Nr)RE\V    JACKSON,    the 
icvenlh    President    of     the 
United   States,  was  born  in 
'  Waxhaw  settlement,  N.    (J., 
ch  15,  1767,  a  few  days 
after  liis  father's  death.    His 
parents  were  i»or  emigrants 
from    Ireland,  and  took  u]> 
their  abode  in  Waxhaw  set- 
tlement, where  they  lived  in 
deepest  |X)verty. 
Andrew,  or  Andy,  as  he  was 
ivsrsally  called,  grew  up  a  very 
rougi,  rude,  turbulent  boy.      His 
feitCures  were  coarse,  his  form  un- 
gainly;   and  there  was  but  very 
little  in  his  character,    made  visible,  which  was  at- 
tract ivc. 

When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the  volun- 
teers of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion.  In 
1781,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured  and 
imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British  officer 
ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-spattered  boots.  "  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  servant,"  was  the  reply  of 
(he  dauntless  boy. 

The  brute  drew  his  sword,  and  aimed  a  des|)erate 
dIow  at  the  head  of  the  helpless  young  prisoner. 
Andrew  raised  his  band,  and  thus  received  two  fear- 
ful gashes, — one  on  the  hand  and  the  other  upon  the 
head.  The  officer  then  turned  to  his  brother  Robert 
with  the  same  demand.  He  also  refused,  and  re- 
ceived a  blow  from  the  keen-edged  sabre,  which  quite 
disabled  him,  and  which  probably  soon  after  caused 
hifideath.  Theysuffered  muchother ill-treatment, and 
were  finally  stricken  with  the  small-pox.  Their 
mother  was  successful  ir<   obtaining   their  exchan|fe. 


and  took  her  sick  boys  home.  After  a  long  illn^si 
Andrew  recovered,  and  the  death  of  his  mother  -toon 
left  him  entirely  friendless. 

Andrew  supiwrtcd  himself  in  various  ways, si :h  as 
working  at  the  saddler's  trade,  teaching  school  and 
clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when  he 
entered  a  law  office  at  Salisbury,  N.  C.  He,  however, 
gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amusements  of  the 
times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788,  he  was  appointed 
solicitor  for  the  western  district  of  North  Carolina,  of 
which  Tennessee  was  then  a  part.  This  involved 
many  long  and  tedious  journeys  amid  dangers  of 
every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never  knew  fear, 
and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  repeat  a  skirmish 
with  the  Sharp  Knife. 

In  1791,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman  who 
supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former  husband. 
Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  parlies,  two  years  later, 
to  find  that  the  conditionsofthedivorce  had  just  lieen 
definitely  settled  by  the  first  husband.  The  marriage 
ceremony  was  performed  a  second  time,  but  the  occur., 
rence  was  often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr. 
Jackson  into  disfavor. 

During  these  years  he  worked  hard  at  his  profes 
sion,  and  frequently  had  one  or  more  duels  on  hand. 
one  of  which,  when  he  killed  Dickenson,  was  espec- 
ially disgraceful. 

In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee  then 
containing  nearly  eighty  thousand  inhabitants,  the 
people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville  to  frame  a  con- 
stitution. Five  were  sent  from  each  of  the  eleven 
counties.  Andrew  Jackson  was  one  of  the  delegates. 
The  new  State  was  entitled  to  but  one  member  in 
the  Natio.ial  House  of  Representatives,  Andrew  Jack- 
son was  chosen  that  member.  Mounting  his  horse  he 
rode  to  Philedelphia,  where  Congress  then    held  its 
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sessions, — a  distance  of  alxjut  eight  hundred    miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic p'lrty.  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  admired 
Bonaparte,  loved  France  and  hated  England.  As  Mr. 
Jackson  tct>k  his  seal,  Gen.  Washington,  whose 
second  term  of  office  was.  then  expiring,  delivered  his 
last  speech  to  Congress.  A  committee  drew  up  w 
complimentary  address  in  reply.  Andrew  Jac  kson 
did  not  approve  of  the  address,  and  was  one  of  the 
twelve  who  voted  against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to 
say  that  Gen.  Washington's  adminstration  had  been 
**  wise,  firm  and  patriotic." 

Mr.  Jackson  was  elected  to  the  Uniled  States 
Senate  in  1797,  hut  soon  resigned  and  returned  home. 
Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the  Supreme  ( 'ourt 
of  his  State,  which  ])Osition  he  held  for  six  years. 

When  the  war  of  1812  with  Cireat  Hrilian  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there  was 
an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
ould  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one  were  con- 
ferred ujwn  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen.  Ja(  ksun 
jffeied  his  services  and  those  of  twenty-five  luirdred 
volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  troops 
were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make  an  at- 
tack upon  New  Orleans,  where  (ieii  Wilkinson  was 
in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  descend  the  river 
with  fifteen  hundred  troops  U)  aid  Wilkinson.  The 
expedition  reached  Natchez  ;  and  after  a  delay  of  scv 
Cral  weeks  there,  without  accomplishing  anythinL;, 
the  men  were  ordered  hack  to  their  homes.  Hut  tlie 
energy  Gen.  Jackson  had  disj)layed,  and  his  entire 
devotion  to  the  comrfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  him 
golden  opinions;  and  he  became  the  most  jK^pular 
man  in  the  State.  It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his 
toughness  gave  him  the  nickname  of  "  ( )ld  Hickory.  ' 

SoDn  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Benton,  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made  about  his  taking  a  part  as  second  in  a  duel,  in 
which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton's  was  engaged, 
he  received  two  severe  pistol  wounds.  While  he  was 
lingering  upon  a  bed  of  suffering  news  came  that  the 
Indians,  who  had  combined  under  Tecumseh  from 
Florida  to  the  Lakes,  to  exterminate  the  white  set- 
tlers, were  committing  the  most  awful  ravages.  De- 
cisive action  became  necessary.  Gen.  Jackson,  with 
his  fractured  lx)ne  just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  in 
a  sling,  and  unable  to  mount  his  horse  without  assis- 
tance, gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Alabama. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong  fort  on 
oneof  the  bends  of  the  Talla)X)osa  River,  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  below  Fort  Strother. 
With  an  army  of  two  tho  .sand  men,  (}en.  Jackson 
traversed  the  pathless  wilderness  in  a  march  of  eleven 
days.  He  reached  their  fort,  called  Tohopeka  or 
Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th  of  March.  1814.     The  bend 


of  the  river  enclosed  nearly  one  hundred  acres  ol 
tangled  forest  and  wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow 
neck  the  Indians  had  constructed  a  formidable  brea:>t- 
work  of  logs  and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors, 
with  an  ample  suplyof  arms  were  assembled. 

Tiie  fort  was  stonned.  The  fight  was  utterly  des- 
perate. Not  an  Indian  would  accept  of  quarter.  W'hen 
bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those  who  en- 
deavored to  si)are  their  lives.  From  ten  in  the  morn- 
ing until  dark,  the  battle  raged.  The  carnage  was 
awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw  themselves  into  the 
river;  but  the  unerring  bullet  struck  their  heads  as 
they  swam.  Nearly  everyone  of  the  nine  hundred  war- 
rios  were  killed  A  few  probably,  in  the  night,  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  th^  war.  The 
lK)Wcr  of  the  Creeks  was  broken  forever.  This  bold 
plunge  into  the  wilderness,  with  itsterriffic  slaughter, 
so  app.dled  the  savages,  that  the. haggard  remnants 
of  the  bands  came  to  the  camp,  begging  for  peace. 

Phis  (losing  of  the  Creek  war  enabled  us  to  con- 
(entrate  all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who  were  the 
allies  of  the  Indians  No  man  of  less  resolute  will 
than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  conducted  this  Indian 
cam[>aign  to  -o  successful  an  issue  Immediately  he 
wa>  aj)iH;inted  major-ueneral. 

Late  in  .\iiL;u>t,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  on  a  rushing  inarch.  Gen.  Jackson  came  to 
Mobile.  A  Hritish  rleet  came  from  Pensacola, landed 
a  force  uix)n  the  beach,  anchored  near  the  little  fort, 
and  from  lx)th  shi[)  and  shore  commenced  a  furious 
assault  The  battle  was  long  and  doubtful.  At  length 
one  of  the  ships  was  blown  up    and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mol)ile,  where  he  had  taken  his  litth 
army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
And  the  battle  of  New  Orleans  which  soon  ensued. 
was  in  reality  a  ver)'  arduous  campaign.  This  won 
for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name.  Here  his 
troops,  which  numbered  al)out  four  thousand  men. 
won  a  signal  victory  over  the  British  army  of  about 
nine  thousand.  His  loss  was  but  thirteen,  while  the 
loss  of  the  British  was  two  thousand  six  hundred. 

The  name  of  (len.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be  men- 
tioned in  connection  with  the  Presidency,  but,  in  1824, 
he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams.  He  was,  however, 
successful  in  the  election  of  1828,  and  was  re-elected 
for  a  second  term  in  1832.  In  1829,  just  before  he 
assumed  the  reins  of  the  government,  he  met  with 
the  most  terrible  affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of 
his  wife,  whom  he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has 
perhaps  never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of 
her  death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  memorable 
in  the  annals  of  our  country;  applauded  by  one  party, 
condemned  by  the  other.  No- man  had  more  bitter 
enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At  the  expiration  of  Hfs 
two  terms  of  office  he  retired  to  the  Hermitage,  where 
he  died  June  8,  1845.  The  last  years  of  Mr.  Jack- 
son s  life  were  that   of  a   devoted  Christian   man. 
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EIGHTH  PRESIDENT. 


ARTIN  VAN  BUREN,  Ihe 
)  eighth      President     of     the 
"United  Slates,  was  born  at 
Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  I>ec,  5, 
1782.     He  died  at  the  same 
pl.ice,  Jut)-    24,    i86».      His 
l>ody  rests  in   the  cemetery 
at  Kinderhook.     Akive  it  is 
,>liin  granite   shaft  fifteen  feel 
high,  !)eartng  a  simple  inscription 
al>out  half  way  up  on  one    face. 
TJjelot  is  unfeiited,  imbordered 
or  unbounded  by  slinibor  flower. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van  Buren 
3fr\-manti(:  interest.  He  fought  no  battles,  engaged 
i.i  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life  was  stormy  in 
political  and  intellectual  conflicts,  and  he  gained  many 
signal  victories,  his  days  passed  unevenlfiil  in  those 
incidents  which  give  iesi  to  biography.  His  an- 
cestors, 3S  his  name  indicates,  were  of  Dutch  origin, 
and  were  among  the  earliest  emigrants  frojii  Holland 
to  llie  banks  of  the  Hudson,  His  falher  was  a  farmer, 
residing  in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother, 
also  of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  siiiwrior  intel- 
liRence  and  e.templary  piety. 

-ie  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing  un- 
usual activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic  studies 
in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the  study  of 
law.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  education,  seven 
yearsof  study  in  a  law-office  were  reiiuired  of  him 
liefore  he  could  be  admilled  to  the  bar.  Inspired  with 
jL  lofly  ambition,  and  conscious  of  his  jiowers,  he  put- 
sued  Ills  studies  with  indefatigable  industry.  After 
spending  six  yearn  in  an  office  in  *-js    native  village, 


he  went  to  the  city  of  Mew  York,  and  pnisecgted  his 
studies  for  the  seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Baren,  then  twenty-one  years  o) 
age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  vil- 
lage. The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal  and 
Republican  party  was  then  at  its  height.  Mr,  Van 
Buren  was  from  the  beginning  a  jtolitician.  He  hid, 
perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while  listening  to  the 
many  discussions  which  had  been  carried  on  in  his 
father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial  sympathy  with 
Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  eloquently  esjx)uscd  the 
cause  of  State  Rights;  though  at  that  time  the  Fed- 
eral party  held  the  supremacy  both  in  his  town 
and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  ruputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice,  to  remove  to  Hudson,  th,- 
county  scat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent  seven  year* 
constantly  gaining  strength  by  contending  in  the 
courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men  who  have  adorned 
the  bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mi. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beauty  and  accomphshments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  the  victim  of  consump- 
tion, leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to  weep  over 
her  loss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous  lawyer.  The  record 
of  those  years  is  barren  in  items  of  public  interest. 
In  1812,  when  thirty  years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  State  Senate,  and  eave  his  strenuous  supiwrt  to 
Mr.  Madison's  adminslration.  In  1815,  he  was  ap- 
(Kiinted  Attorney-General,  and  the  next  year  moved 
to  Albany,  Ihe  capital  of  the  State. 

While  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  mos; 
p. ominent  leaders  of  the  Democratic   party,  he  had 
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the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  re(|iiire  th.it  "  universal  suffrage"  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right  of 
governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with  his 
democratic  principles,  lie  contended  that,  while  the 
path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should  be  oi>en 
to  every  man  without  distinction,  no  one  should  be 
invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative,  unless  he  were 
in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by  intelligence,  virtue 
and  some  i)roperty  interests  in  the  welfare  of  the 
State. 

In  1 82 1  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate;  and  in  the  same  year,  he  took  a  seat 
in  the  convention  to  revise  the  constitution  of  his 
.native  State.  His  course  in  thii  convention  secured 
Ihe  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No  one  could 
d(>ul)t  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to  promote  the 
interests  of  all  classes  in  the  community.  In  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  he  rose  at  once  to  a 
conspicuous  iwsition  as  an  active  and  useful  legislator. 

In  1S27,  John  Quincy  Adams  beirg  then  in  the 
l*resi(lej»tiiil  chair,  Mr.  Van  Biiren  was  re-elected  to 
.he  Senate.  He  had  been  from  the  beginning  a  de- 
:erinined  op|K)ser  of  the  Administration,  adopting  the 
*Stali'  Rights"  view  in  opposition  to  what  was 
deemed  the  Federal  i)roclivities  of  Mr.  Adams. 

S<M)n  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Oovernorof 
the  State  of  New  Vork,  and  accordingly  resigned  his 
seat  in  the  Si*nate.  Trobably  no  one  in  the  United 
State's  contributed  so  much  towards  ejecting  John  (). 
AtlaniH  fnnn  the  Presidential  chair,  and  placing  in  it 
Andiew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin  Van  Huren.  Whether 
entith'tl  to  the  reptitaticm  or  not,  he  certainly  was  re- 
garded througnout  the  United  States  as  one  of  the 
m(»st  skilllul,  sagacious  and  cunning  of  ix)liticians. 
\\  was  Hup|H)srd  that  no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how 
;o  touch  the  seirel  spiings  of  action;  how  to  pull  all 
;he  wiu'H  tt>  put  his  machinery  in  motion;  and  how  to 
.iigani/e  a  |H>litical  army  which  would,  secretly  and 
•tclthib  accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.  By 
'hcM-  jMiweis  it  In  said  that  he  outv/itted  Mr.  Adams, 
Ml.  ('lav,  Ml.  Webster,  and  secured  results  which 
lew  thought  then  could  be  accomplished. 

Wh.-n  Antliew  jaikson  was  elected  President  he 
.jpjHanteil  Mi.  Van  It  irrn  Secretary  of  State.  This 
piiUion  hr  icsigncd  in  iS,^i,  and  was  immediately 
api  Klip  led  Ministri  to  I\p.gland,  where  he  went  the 
same  autumn.  The  Senate,  however,  when  it  met, 
relu.ied    to    latilv   the   nomination,    and  he  returned 


home,  apparently  untroubled;  was  nominated  Vice 
President  in  the  place  of  Calhoun,  at  the  re-election 
of  President  Jackson ;  and  with  smiles  for  all  and 
fiowns  for  none,  he  took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that 
Senate  which  had  refused  to  confirm  his  nomination 
as  ambassador. 

His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal  of 
President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated  favor- 
ite; and  this,  pYobably  more  than  any  other  cause 
secured  his  elevation  to  the  chair  of  the  Chief  Execu 
tive.  On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr.  Van  Buren  re- 
ceived the  Democratic  nomination  to  succeed  Gen. 
Jackson  as  President  of  the  United  States.  He  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  to  the  delight  of  the 
retiring  President.  "  Leaving  New  York  out  of  the 
canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton,  "the  election  of  Mr.  Van 
Puren  to  the  Presidency  was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen. 
Jackson  as  though  the  Constitution  had  conferred 
u|H)n  him  the  |X)wer  to  appoint  a  successor." 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting  events- 
The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which  threatened  to  in- 
volve this  country  in  war  with  England,  the  agitation 
of  the  slavery  (juestion,  and  finally  the  great  com mer^ 
cial  panic  which  spread  over  the  country,  all  were 
trials  to  his  wisdom.  The  financial  distress  was  at- 
tributed to  the  management  of  the  Democratic  party. 
and  brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re-election. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Free  Soil"  Democrats,  in  1848, 
Mr.  \'an  Buren  lived  cpiietly  ujxDn  his  estate  until 
his  death. 

He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of  frugal  habits. 
and  living  within  his  income,  had  now  fortunately  a 
comi)etence  for  his  declining  years.  His  unblemished 
character,  his  commanding  abilities,  his  unquestioned 
patriotism,  and  the  distinguished  ]X)sitions  which  he 
had  occupied  in  the  government  of  our  country,  se- 
cured to  him  not  only  the  homage  of  his  party,  but 
the  resi)ect  ot  the  whole  community.  It  was  on  the 
4th  of  March,  184 1,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  retired  from 
the  presidency.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald 
he  still  exerted  a  ix>werful  influence  u|X)n  theix>]itics 
of  the  country.  From  this  time  until  his  death,  on 
the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  he 

resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of  leisure,  of 
culture  and  of  wealth;  enjoying  in  a  healthy  old 
age,  probably  far  more  happiness  than  he  had  before 
exi)erienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes  of  his  active  life- 
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NINTH  PRESIDENT. 


ILLIAM  HENRY  HARRI- 

,  SOM,  ilic  nintli   President  of 

ihe    Uniied  Stales,  was  bom 

t  Itcike'ey,  V'a.,  Feb.  9, 1773. 

lis  fulher,   Benjamin    Harri- 

fion,  was  in  comparatively  op- 

iilenl  circumstances,  and  was 

one  of  the  most  distinguished 

men  of  his  day.      He  was  an 

intimate    friend    of     George 

Washington,  was  early  elected 

a  member  of  the  Continental 

Congress,    and  was    cons|)icuoits 

among  Ihe  patriots  of  Virginia  in 

resisting  the  encroachments  of  (he 

Hritish  ciDwn.     In  the  celebrated 

Congress  of  1775,  Benjamin  Har- 

ri-j.ii   and   John    Hancock    were 

I  loih  candidates  for  the  office  of 

s  I  milker 

Mr  Harrison  was  subsequently 
cluiseii  Governor  of  Vii^nia,  and 
\i:\\  twice  re-elected.      His  son, 
i  William  Henry,  of  course  enjoyed 

in  childhood  all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and 
intellectual  and  cultivated  society  could  give.  Hav- 
ing received  a  thorough  com:i .on -school  education,  he 
entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where  lie  graduated 
with  honor  soor.  -fier  the  death  of  his  father.  He 
<.\t\\  repaired  to  Philadelphia  tostudy  medicine  undtr 
the  instructions  of  Dr.  Rush  and  the  guardianship  of 
Jolwrt  Morris,  both  of  whom  were,  with  his  father, 
ligtiers  of  the  Declaration  of  lnde|)cndence. 

Jl»n  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and  not- 
withstanding the  'enion  si  ranees  of  his  friends,  he 
a'>andoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the  army, 
j»ving  obtained -1  commission  of  Ensign  from  Presi- 


,  dent  Washington.  He  was  then  but  ig  years  old. 
I  From  that  time  he  passed  gradually  upward  in  rank 
I  until  he  became  aid  to  General  Wayne,  after  whose 
I  death  he  resigned  his  conintission.  He  was  then  ai>- 
!  pointedSecretatyof theNorth-westemTerritory.  This 
Territory  xas  then  entitled  lo  but  one  member  in 
(Congress  and  Capl.  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that 

In  the  spri:igor  1800  the  North-western  Territory 
was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions.  The 
eastern  |xjrtion,  comprising  the  region  now  embraced 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  called  '"  The  Territoiy 
north-west  of  the  Ohio."  The  western  ponion,  which 
included  what  is  now  called  Indiana,  Illinois  and 
Wisconsin,  was  called  the  "Indiana  Territory."  Wil . 
liam  Henry  Harrison,  then  27  years  of  age,  was  ap 
pointed  by  John  Adams,  Governor  of  the  Indiana 
Territory,  and  immediately  after,  also  Governor  of 
Upper  Louisiana.  He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as 
exteniive  a  realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe.  He 
was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  in- 
vested with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over  the  now 
rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  discharged  these  responsible 
duties  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  he  was  four 
times  appointed  lo  this  office — first  by  John  Adams, 
twice  by  Thomas  Jefferson  and  afterwards  by  Presi- 
dent Madison. 

When  he  began  his  adminstration  there  were  but 
threewhitesettlementsii)  that  almost  boundless  region, 
now  crowded  with  cities  and  resounding  with  all  the 
tumult  of  weuhh  and  traffic.  One  of  these  settlements 
was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly  opposite  l^uisville;  one  at 
Vincennes,  on  the  Wabash,  and  ihe  ihiid  a  French 
settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  HarTist>i. 
I   reigned  was  filled  with  manvlribesuf  Indiana.  Abu" 
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Ihe  year  1806,  two  extraordinary  men,  twin  brothers, 
of  the  Shawnese  tribe,  rose  among  them.  Or.e  of 
these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or  "  The  Crouching 
Panther;'*  the  other,  Olliwacheca,  or  "  The  Prophet." 
Tecumseh  was  not  only  an  Inaian  warrior,  but  a  man 
of  great  sagacity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomit- 
able perseverance  in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might 
engage.  He  was  inspired  with  the  highest  enthusiasm, 
and  had  long  regarded  with  dread  and  with  hatred 
the  encroachment  of  the  whites  upon  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  his  fathers.  His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was 
anorator,  who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored 
Indian  as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree -tops  beneath  which 
they  dwelt. 

But  the  Prophet  was  not  merely  an  orator :  he  was, 
\\  the  superstitious  minds  of  the  Indians,  invested 
with  the  svii)erhunian  dignity  of  a  medicine-man  or  a 
magician.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsurpassed  by  Peter 
the  Hermit  rousing  Euroi)e  to  the  crusades,  he  went 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming  that  he  was  si:)ecially  sent 
by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  conciliate 
the  Indians,  but  at  last  the  war  came,  and  at  Tippe- 
canoe the  Indians  were  routed  with  great  slaughter. 
October  28,  181 2,  liis  army  began  its  march.  When 
near  the  Prophet's  town  three  Indians  of  rank  made 
their  api>earance  and  inquired  why  Gov.  Harrison  was 
approaching  them  in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a 
short  conference,  arrangements  were  made  for  a  meet- 
ing the  next  day,  to  agree  uix)n  terms  of  peace. 

Hut  (tov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted  with 
the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such  protes- 
tations Selecting  a  favorable  sjwt  for  his  night's  en- 
campment, he  took  every  precaution  against  surprise 
Hi  i  troops  were  ix>sted  in  a  hollow  square,  and  slept 
n|K)n  their  arms. 

The  troops  threw  themselves  upon  the  ground  for 
nsl;  but  every  man  had  his  accourtremenis  on,  his 
1« Jaded  musket  by  his  side, and  his  bayonet  fixed.  The 
wakeful  CJovernor,  between  three  and  four  o'clock  in 
the  morninf(,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting  in  conversa- 
tion with  his  aids  by  the  embers  of  a  waning  fire.  It 
waH  a  chill,  cloudy  morning  with  a  drizzling  rain.  In 
the  darkness,  the  Indians  had  crept  as  near  as  possi- 
ble, and  j'ist  then,  with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all 
the  desperation  which  superstition  and  passion  most 
highly  inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  anny.  The  savages  had  been  amply  provided 
with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English.  Their 
war-whtx)])  was  accompained  by  a  shower  of  bullets. 

The  camii-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as  the 
liglU  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim.  With  hide- 
lUH  yells,  the  Indian  bands  rushed  on,  not  doubting  a 
K|)eedy  and  an  entire  victor)-.  But  Gen.  Harrison's 
tr(X>ps  stood  as  immovable  as  the  rocks  around  them 
until  day  dawned:  they  then  made  a  simultaneous 
charge  with  the  bayonet,  and  swept  every  thing  lye- 
fore    them,    and    completely    routing    tb**    foe. 


Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.  The  British  descending  from  the  Can- 
adas,  were  of  themselves  a  very  formidable  force  ;  but 
with  their  savage  allies,  rushing  like  wolves  from  the 
forest,  sear;.hing  out  every  remote  farm-house,  burn- 
ing, plundering,  scalping,  torturing,  the  wide  frontier 
was  plunged  into  a  state  of  consternation  which  even 
the  most  vivid  imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive. 
The  war-whoop  was  resounding  everywhere  in  the 
forest.  The  horizon  was  illuminated  with  the  conflagra- 
tion of  the  cabins  of  the  settlers.  Gen  Hull  had  made 
the  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at  Detroit. 
Under  these  despairing  circumstances.  Gov.  Harrison 
was  apijointed  by  President  Madison  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  North-western  army,  with  orders  to  retake 
Detroit,  and  to  protect  the  frontiers. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man  in  a  situation 
demanding  more  energy,  sagacity  and  courage;  but 
General  Harrison  was  found  e([ual  to  the  position, 
and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet  all  the  re 
s|X)nsil)ililies. 

He  won  the  love  of  his  soldiers  by  always  sharinp 
with  them  their  fatigue.  His  whole  baggage,  whiU 
pursuing  the  foe  up  the  Thames,  was  carried  in  a 
valise;  and  his  bedding  consisted  of  a  single  blanket 
lashed  over  his  saddle  Thirty-five  British  officers, 
his  prisoners  of  war,  supjyed  with  him  after  the  battle. 
The  only  fare  he  could  give  them  was  beef  roasted 
before  the  fire,  without  bread  or  salt. 

\\\  18 16,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member  oi 
the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  represent 
the  District  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved  an 
active  member;  and  whenever  he  sjwke,  it  was  with 
force  of  reason  and  iX)werof  eloquence,  which  arrested 
the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1819,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  oi 
Ohio;  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  presidential  electors 
of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry  Clay.  The 
same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

In  1836,  the  friends  of  Gen.  Harrison  brought  him 
forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency  against 
Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the  close  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  term,  he  was  re -nominated  by  his 
party,  and  Mr.  Harrison  was  unanimously  nominated 
by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler  for  the  Vice  Presidency. 
The  contest  was  very  animated,  (ien  Jackson  gave 
all  his  influence  to  prevent  Harrison's  election ;  but 
his  triumph  was  signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  formed,  with  Daniel  Webster 
at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  with  which  any  President  had  ever  been 
surrounded.  Never  were  the  prosi)ects  of  an  admin-, 
ist ration  more  flattering,  or  the  hopes  of  the  country 
more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of  these  bright  and 
joyous  prospects,  Gen.  Harrison  was  seized  by  a 
pleurisy-fever  and  after  a  few  days  of  violent  sick- 
ness, died  on  the  4th  of  April;  just  one  month  after 
his  inauguration  as  President  of  the  United  States, 
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OHN    TYLER, 
^  President  of  I  lie  United  States. 
was  born  in  Churle-i-city 
Co.,  Va.,  March  29, 1790,   He 
s  the  favored  child  of  af- 
fluence and  high    social    i)0- 
sition.     At  the   early  age   of 
twelve,  John  entered  William 
and  Mary  College  and  grad- 
uated with  much  honor  when 
biitseventeenyeatsold.  After 
graduating,  he  devoted   him- 
self wiih   great  assiduity  to   the 
study    of    law,    partly   with    his 
father  and    pirtly  with   Hdniund 
K.indolph,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished lawyers  of  Virginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  ne 
coniinenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  was  rapid  and  aston- 
ishing. It  is  said  that  three 
months  had  not  elapsed  ere  there 
was  scarcely  a  case  on  the  dock- 
I  et  oF  the  court  in  which   he  was 

iM>t  retained.  When  but  twenty-one  years  of  age,  he 
was  almost  unanimously  ejected  to  a  seat  in  the  State 
Legislature.  He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
[jr.ittc  party,  and  warmly  advocated  the 
JcFTerson  and  Madison.  For  W 
w^s  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving  nearly  the 
unanimous  vote  or  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  earnestly  and 
ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  opposing  a  national 
bank,  iotemal  improvcmenis  by  the  General  '"'uvam- 


protective  tariff,  and  advocating  a  strict  con* 
siruction  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  most  careful 
viyiljncc  over  Stale  rights.  His  labors  in  Congress 
were  so  arduous  that  before  the  close  of  his  second 
term  \\-  fo.ind  it  necessary  to  resign  and  retire  to  his 
estate  in  Charles-city  Co.,  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
liowcvor,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in  the 
State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was  powerful 
in  pron:oting  public  works  of  great  iitihty.  With  a 
reputation  thus  canstantly  increasing,  he  was  chosen 
by  a  very  large  majority  of  votes,  Governor  of  his 
native  Stale.  His  administration  was  signally  a  suc- 
cessful one.  His  popularity  secured  his  re-election. 
-  John  R.i.idnlph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-crazed 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States.  -^  portion  of  Ihe  Democratic  party 
was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  wayward  course, 
and  Irtought  forward  John  Tyler  as  his  opponent, 
considering  him  the  only  man  in  Virginia  of  sufficient 
ix>pularity  to  succeed  against  the  renowned  orator  of 
Roanoke.     Mr.  Tvler  was  the  victor; 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  taking  his 
seat  in  the  Senate,  lie  joined  ih^-  ranks  of  the  opposi- 
tion. He  op|K)sed  the  tariff;  he  s]X)ke  against  and 
voted  against  the  bank  as  unconstitutional;  he  stren- 
uously opjiosed  all  restrictions  U|Xin  slavery,  resist- 
ing all  projects  of  internal  improvements  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  and  avowed  hif  sympathy  with  Mr. 
Calhoun's  view  of  nullification ;  he  declared  that  Gen. 
Jackson,  by  his  op]X)sition  to  the  nullifiers,  had 
abandoned  the  piinciples  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Such  was  Mr.  Tyler's  record  in  Congress, — a  recoid 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Virginia,  he  resumed  the  practice  of 
his  profession.     There  was  a  :pl;t  in  the  Democraiic 
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>arty.  His  friends  slill  regarded  him  as  a  true  Jef- 
lersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  showered  comi)H- 
ments  upon  him.  He  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
forty-six.  His  career  had  been  very  brilliant.  In  con- 
se<iuence  of  his  devotion  to  public  business,  his  pri- 
vate affairs  had  fallen  into  some  disorder;  and  it  was 
not  without  satisfaction  that  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  cuhure  of  his  plan- 
tation. Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  WiUiamsburg, 
for  the  better  education  of  his  children  ;  and  he  again 
look  his  seat  in  the  Legi>lature  of  Viiginia. 

By  the  Southern  Whigs,  he  was  sent  to  the  national 
convention  at  Harrisburg  to  nominate  a  President  in 
'839.  The  majority  of  votes  wervi  given  to  Ocn.  Har- 
rison, a  genuine  Whig,  much  to  the  disap[X)intnieniof 
the  South,  who  wished  for  Henry  Clay.  To  concili- 
ate the  Southern  Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the 
convention  then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice  l*rcs- 
ident.  It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympa- 
thy with  the  Whig  j)arty  in  theNo:th:  but  the  Viie 
President  has  but  very  Httle  ix)wer  in  the  Govern- 
ment, his  main  and  almost  only  duly  being  to  pre- 
side over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it  hap- 
l^ened  that  a  Whig  President,  and,  in  reality,  a 
Democratic  Vice  President  were  <  hoscn. 

In  1 84 1,  \ir.  Tyler  was  inauL;uraied  Vi(  e  Prcsi- 
Jjnt  of  the  United  States.  In  one  short  nionlli  from 
that  time.  President  Harrison  died,  and  Mr.  Tyler 
thu.s  .:und  himself,  to  his  own  siir[)risc  and  that  ol 
the  whole  Nation,  an  occupant  kA  the  Presidential 
chair.  This  was  a  new  tost  of  the  stability  ot  our 
institutions,  as  it  was  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  o-ir 
country  that  such  an  event  had  0(  cured.  Mr.  Tyler 
wa^J  at  home  in  Williamsburg  when  he  received  the 
urie.xi)ected  tidings  of  the  death  of  Piosidcnt  Hani- 
son.  He  hastened  to  Washington,  and  on  the  61I1  of 
A^ril  v/as  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  res|K)n>ilile 
office.  He  was  placed  in  a  i)osition  of  exiccding 
delicacy  and  difiiculty.  All  his  long  life  he  had  been 
op]X)sed  tc  the  main  principles  of  the  party  whi(  h  had 
brought  him  into  jxjwer.  He  had  ever  been  a  con- 
sistent, honct  man,  with  an  unblemished  record, 
(ien.  Harrison  had  selected  a  Whig  cabinet.  Should 
he  retain  tliem,  and  thus  surround  himself  with  coun- 
sellors whose  views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own?  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him  and  select  a  cabinet  in  har- 
mony with  himself,  and  which  would  opjxjse  all  those 
views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essential  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare.^  This  was  his  fearful  dilemma.  He  in- 
vited the  cabinet  which  President  Harrison  had 
selected  to  retain  their  seats.  He  reccommjnded  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  that  Ood  would  guide  and 
bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for  the 
incorporarion  of  a  fiscal  bank  of  the  United  States. 
The  President,  after  ten  days*  delay,  returned  it  with 
his  veto.      He   suggested,  however,  that  he  would 


approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  uix)n  such  a  plan  as  he 
proi)osed.  Such  a  bill  was  accordingly  prepared,  and 
privately  r.ubmitted  to  him.  He  gave  it  his  approval. 
It  A'as  passed  without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back 
with  his  veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture. 
I(  is  haid  that  Mr.  'Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 
ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
lioiis,  a  ilistinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  severely 
touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

'The  0|)pjsition  now  exultingly  received  the  Presi- 
dent into  their  arms.  'The  party  which  elected  him 
denounced  him  bitterly.  AH  the  members  of  his 
cabinet,  e.\cei>ting  Mr.  Webster,  resigned.  The  Whigs 
of  C  ongress,  both  the  Senate  and  the  House,  held  a 
meeting  and  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  proclaiming  that  all  jx)litical  alliance 
between  the  \Vhigs  and  President  Tyler  were  at 
an  end. 

Slill  the    President  attempted  to  conciliate.      He 

apixjinted  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs  and 

Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong   party 

men.     Mr.  Webster  soon  found  it  necessary  to  resign. 

!    forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig  friends.   Thus 

I  he  four  years  of  Mr.  'Tyler's  unfortunate  administra- 

:    lion  passed  sadly  away.     Xo  one  was  satisfied.     The 

j    land  was  filled  with  murmurs  and  vitu])eration.  Whigs 

and  Hemocrats  alike  assailed  him.     More  and  more. 

however,  he  brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his 

old  friends,  the  Democrats,  until  atthe  close  of  his  term, 

he  gave  liis  whole  influence  to   the    supix)rt  of  Mr. 

Polk,  the  Deniocratie  candidate  for  his  successor. 

On  the  4tli  of  March,  1845,  he  retired  from  the 
harassnients  of  office,  to  the  regret  of  neither  party,  and 
l)rol)al)ly  U)  his  own  unsi>eakal)le  lelief.  His  first  wife, 
Miss  I.etitia  Christian,  died  in  Washington,  in  1842; 
and  in  June,  1S44,  President  Tyler  was  again  married, 
at  New  \'(.rk,  to  Miss  Julia  (iardiner,  a  young  lady  of 
many  persv)nal  and  intellectual  accomplishments. 

'The  remainder  of  his  days  Mr.  Tyler  passed  mainly 
in  retirement  at  his  beautiful  home, — Sherwood  For- 
est. Charies-city  Co.,  Va.  A  ix)lished  gentleman  in 
his  manners,  richly  furnished  with  information  from 
lxx>ks  and  experience  in  the  world,  and  possessing 
brilliant  ix)wers  of  conversation,  his  family  circle  was 
the  scene  of  unusual  attractions.  With  sufficient 
moans  for  the  exercise  of  a  generous  hospitality,  he 
might  have  enjoyed  a  serene  old  age  with  the  few 
friends  who  gathered  around  him,  were  it  not  for  the 
storms  of  civil  war  which  his  own  principles  and 
ix)licy  had  heli)ed  to  introduce. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  rose,  which  the  State, 
rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  C.  Cal- 
houn had  inaugurated,  President  Tyler  renounced  his 
allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and  joined  the  Confed- 
erates. He  was  chosen  a  member  of  their  Congress; 
and  while  engaged  in  active  measures  to  destroy,  bv 
force  of  arms,  the  Government  over  which  he  had 
once  presided,   he   was  taken   sick  and  soon  died. 
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1  AMES  K.  POLK,  the  eleventh 

jkPresidenlofthe  United  Statts, 
J  was  born  in  Mecklenburg  Co., 
[  N.  C,  Nov.  2,  1795,  HU  ]iar- 
i  were  Samuel  and  Jane 
(Knox)  Polk,  the  former  a  son 
of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  wlio  located 
at  (he  above  place,  as  one  of  the 
first  pioneers,  in  1735. 

In  the  year  1006,  with  his  wife 
and  children,  ar.d  soon  after  fol- 
lowed by  most  of  the   members   of 
ihe   lolk  famly,  Samiitl    Polk   emi- 
graled  some  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  farther  west,  to  the  rich  valley 
ol  ihi.  Duck  River.      Here   in   tlie 
midst  of  the  wilderness,  in  a  region 
\vhi(.h  was  subsequently  called  Mau- 
ry to,  they  reared  their  by  luiis, 
and  established  their  homes.    In  the 
hirdtoilof  a  new  farm  in  the  wil- 
derness, James  K.  Polk    spent    the 
Larly  years  of  his  childhood  and 
jouth.     His  father,  adding  the  pur- 
suit -fa  surveyor  lo  that  of  a  farmer, 
'         i;r<jdually  increased  in  wealth  until 
he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  region.  His 
mother  was  a  sui>erior  woman,  of  sttony   i^ommin 
sense  and  earnest  piety. 

Very  early  in  life,  James  develo|)ed  a  taste  for 
reading  and  expressed  ihe  strongest  desire  to  obtain 
:*  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training  had  made 
bim  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught  him  punct- 
uality and  industry,  and  had  inspired  him  with  lofty 
[irinciples  of  morality.  His  health  was  frail ;  and  his 
father,  fearing  that  he  might  nut  be  able  lo  endure  a 


sedentary  life,  got  a   situation    for   him    behind  the 
counter,  hojiing  to  fit  him  for  commercial  pursuits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  disappointment.  He 
had  lit)  taste  for  tiiese  duties,  and  his  daily  tasks 
were  irksome  in  the  exlteme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when  at  his 
earnest  solicitation  his  father  removed  him,  and  made 
arrangements  for  him  to  prosecute  his  studies.  Soon 
after  be  sent  him  to  Murfreesboro  Academy,  With 
ardor  which  could  scarcely  be  sur()assed,  he  pressed 
forward  in  his  studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  ahalf 
years,  in  the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore 
class  in  the  University  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  every  exercise,  never  allowing 
himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or   a  religioui 

He  graduated  in  1818,  with  the  highest  honois,be> 
iiig  deemed  the  best  scholar  uf  his  class,  both  in 
mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was  then  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Polk's  health  was  at  this 
time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with  which  he 
had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a  short  season  of 
relaxation  he  went  to  Nashville,  and  entered  the 
office  of  Felix  (Iruudy,  to  study  law.  Here  Mr.  Polk 
renewed  his  acquaintance  with  Andrew  Jackson,  who 
resided  on  his  plantation,  the  Hermitage,  but  a  few 
miles  from  Nashville.  They  had  probably  l)een 
slightly  acquainted  before. 

Mr.  I'olk's  father  was  a  JefTersonian  Republican. 
and  James  K.  Polk  ever  adhered  to  the  same  iwliti- 
cal  failb.  He  was  a  jxjpular  jiublic  sjieaker,  and  was 
constantly  called  u[ion  lo  address  the  meetings  of  his 
l)arty  friends.  His  skill  as  a  speaker  was  such  that 
he  was  (wpulatly  called  the  Na|joleon  of  the  slum|i. 
He  was  a  man  of  unblemished    morals,   genial  aid 
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:ourtcrus  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that  sympathetic 
natu'^e  in  the  jo)s  and  griefs  of  others  whicli  ever  gave 
him  troops  of  friends.  In  1823,  Mr.  Polk  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Heie  he  gave  his 
strong  influence  towards  the  election  of  his  friend, 
Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 

In  January,  1824,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  His  bride  was 
altogether  worthy  of  him, — a  lady  of  beauty  and  cul- 
ture. In  the  fall  of  1825,  Mr.  Polk  was  chosen  a 
member  of  Congress.  The  satisfaction  which  he  gave 
to  his  constituents  may  be  inferred  from  the  tact,  that 
for  fourteen  successive  years,  until  1839,  he, was  con- 
tinuec^  in  that  office.  He  then  voluntarily  withdrew, 
only  that  he  might  accept  the  Gubernatorial  chair 
of  Tennessee.  In  Congress  he  was  a  laborious 
memSer,  a  frequent  and  a  ix)pular  speaker.  He  was 
alwpys  in  his  seat,  always  courteous;  and  whenever 
he  spoke  it  was  always  to  the  ix)int,  and  without  any 
ambitious  rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress,  Mr.  Poll;  was 
Si)eaker  of  the  House  Strong  passions  were  roused. 
and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed  ;  hut  Mr  Polk  per- 
formed his  arduous  duties  to  a  very  general  satisfac- 
tion, and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to  him  wa^^ 
jiassed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on  the  .\\\\  of 
March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usa^e,  Mr.  lV)lk,  a>a 
candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State  lie  \va> 
elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  the  «  jth  of  ( )<  to-  1 
ber,  1839,  took  the  oathofotfice  it  N.ishville.  In  1841, 
his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was  ai^ain  the  can- 
didate of  the  Democratic  party,  but  w.is  defeated. 

On  the  4thof  March,  1845,  Mr.  Polk  was  inaugur- 
ated President  of  the  United  States.  The  verdict  of 
the  countryinfavoroftheanncxnlionof  Texas,  exerted 
its  influence  upon  Congress  ;  and  tlie  last  act  of  the 
administration  of  President  Tyler  was  to  affix  his  sig- 
nature to  a  joint  resolution  of  Congress,  passed  on  the 
3d  of  March,  approving  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to 
the  American  Union.  As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas 
as  one  of  her  provinces,  the  Mexican  minister, 
Almonte,  immediately  demanded  his  passixjrts  and 
left  the  country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation 
to  be  an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message,  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediately,  by  act  of  Congress,  be  re- 
ceived into  the  Union  on  the  same  fooring  with  the 
Other  States.  In  the  meantime,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent 


with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the  country.  He  v'as 
sent  first  to  Nueces,  which  the  Mexicans  said  was  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas.  Then  he  was  sent  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande, 
where  he  erected  batteries  which  commanded  the 
Mexican  city  of  Matamoras,  which  was  situated  on 
the  western  banks. 

'i^he  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place,  and  wa: 
was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President  Polk.  The 
war  was  pushed  forward  by  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor,  whose  army  was  first 
called  one  of  '*  observation,"  then  of  "occupation,' 
then  of  ''  invasion, "was  sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The 
feeble  Mexicans,  in  every  encounter,  were  hopelessly 
and  awfully  slaughtered.  The  day  of  judgement 
alone  can  reveal  the  misery  which  this  war  caused. 
It  v/as  by  the  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Polk's  administration 
that  the  war  was  brought  on. 

'To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils."  Mexico  was 
prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our  hands 
We  now  t  onsented  to  peace  upon  the  condition  that 
Mexi(  o  should  surrender  to  us,  in  addition  to  Texas, 
all  (;f  New  Mexiio,  and  all  of  Upper  and  Lower  Cal- 
ifornia. This  new  demand  embraced,  exclusive  of 
Texas,  eight  hundred  thousand  square  miles.  This 
was  an  extent  of  territor)'  e<pial  to  nine  States  of  the 
^i/ec;f  New  N'ork.  Fluis  slavery  was  securing  eighteen 
majestic  States  lobe  addt-nltothe  Union.  There  were 
some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right:  there  were 
others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In  the  prosecution 
of  this  war,  we  exi)ended  twenty  thousand  lives  and 
more  than  a  hundred  million  of  dollars.  Of  this 
money  fifteen  millions  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3(1  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired  from 
office,  having  served  one  term.  The  next  day  was 
Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to  the  Capitol  in  the 
same  carriage  with  Gen.  Taylor;  and  the  same  even- 
ing, with  Mrs.  Polk,  he  commenced  his  return  to 
Tennessee.  He  was  then  but  fifty-four  years  of  age. 
He  had  ever  been  strictly  temi:)erate  in  all  his  habits, 
and  his  health  was  good  With  an  ample  fortune, 
a  choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic  ties 
of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though  long  years 
of  tran([uility  and  h a pi^in ess  were  before  him.  But  the 
cholera — that  fearful  scourge— was  then  sweeping  ui> 
the  Valley  of  the  Mis>issipj)i.  This  he  contracted, 
and  died  on  the  15th  of  June,  1S49,  in  the  fiftv.fourth 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  mourned  by  his  counirymen. 


TWELFTH  PRESIDENT. 


ACHARY  TAYLOR,  twelfth 

\  president  of  the  United  States, 

Pn-as  born  on  the  34th  of  Nov., 

1 J  84,  in  Orange  Co.,  Va.     His 

father,   Colonel    Taylor,    was 

^^^SW^  a  Virginian  of  note,  and  a  dis- 
dnguished  patriot  and  soldier  of 
ihe  Revolution.  When  Zachary 
A-as  an  Infant,  his  father  with  his 
wife  and  two  children,  emigrated 
Lo  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in 
'  ihe  paihless  wilderness,  a  few 
miles  from  Louisville.  In  this  front- 
ier home,  away  from  civilization  and 
all  its  refinements,  young  Zachary 
could  enjoy  but  few  social  and  educational  advan- 
tages. When  six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common 
ichool,  and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  active  lx>y, 
rather  remarkable  for  bluniness  and  decision  of  char- 
acter He  was  strong,  feailess  and  self-reliant,  and 
manifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the  army  to  fight 
the  Indians  who  were  ravaging  the  frontiers.  There 
is  little  lo  l)e  recorded  of  the  uneventful  years  of  his 
childhood  oil  his  father's  large  but  lonely  plantation. 
In  1808,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for  him 
the  commission  of  lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
army  ;  and  he  joined  the  tioops  which  were  stationed 
at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson.  Soon  after 
this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith,  a  young  lady 
from  one  of  the  first  families  of  Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with  Eng- 
land, in  1812,  CapL  Taylor  (for  he  had  then  been 
promoted  to  that  rank)  was  put  in  command  of  Fort 
Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles  above 
Vincennes,  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the  wilder- 
ness by  Gen.  Harnson,on  his  march  to  Tippecanoe. 
It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  attack  by  the  Indians, 
led  by  Tecumseh.     Its  garrison  consisted  of  a  broken 


company  of  infantry  numbering  fifty  men,  many  of 
whom  were  sick. 

Early  in  the  autumn  of  1812,  the  Indians,  stealthily, 
and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the  fort.  Their 
approach  was  first  indicated  by  the  murder  of  two 
soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade.  Capt.  Taylor 
made  every  possible  preparation  to  meet  the  antici- 
pated assault.  On  the  4th  of  September,  a  band  of 
forty  painted  and  plumed  savages  came  to  the  fort, 
wavinga  white  flag,  and  informed  Capt.  Taylor  that 
in  Ihe  morning  their  chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk 
with  him.  It  was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely 
lo  ascertain  the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  \\\  the  wiles  of  the  savages,  kept 
them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down  ;  the  savages  disapjieared.  the 
garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour  before 
midnight  the  war  whoo[)  burst  from  a  thousand  lijB 
in  the  forest  around,  followed  by  the  discharge  of 
musketry,  and  the  rush  of  the  foe.  Every  man,  sick 
and  well,  sprang  to  his  jiost.  Every  man  knew  that 
defeat  was  not  merely  death,  but  in  the  case  of  cai>- 
ture,  death  by  the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  tor- 
lure.  No  pen  can  describe,  r.o  immagination  can 
conceive  the  scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  suc- 
ceeded in  setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses- 
Until  six  o'clock  in  the  morning,  this  awful  conflict 
continued.  The  savages  then,  baffled  :it  every  ]X)int, 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired.  Capt. 
Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defence,  was  promoted  to  the 
tank  of  major  liy  brevet. 

Until  Ihe  close  of  the  war,  Major Tajlor  was  placed 
in  such  situations  thai  he  saw  but  little  more  of  active 
service.  He  was  sent  far  away  into  the  depthsof  the 
wilderness,  to  Fort  Crawford,  on  Fox  River,  which 
empties  into  Green  Bay.  Here  there  was  but  little 
to  be  done  but  to  wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one 
best  could.    There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  in- 
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tellectual  stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful 
years  rolled  on  Gradually  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
colonel.  In  the  Black  Hawk  war,  which  resulted  in 
the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain,  Col  Taylor 
took  a  subordinate  but  a  brave  and  efficient  part. 

For  twenty -four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged  in 
the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  in  scenes  so  remote,  and  in 
employments  so  obscure,  that  his  name  was  unknown 
oeyond  the  limits  of  his  own  immediate  acquaintance. 
In  the  year  1836,  he  was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel 
the  Seminole  Indians  to  vacate  that  region  and  re- 
tire beyond  the  Mississippi,  as  their  chiefs  by  treaty, 
iiac**  promised  they  should  do.  The  services  rendered 
he.c  secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government ;  and  as  a  reward,  he  was  elevated 
tc  ;he  rank  of  brigadier-general  by  brevet ;  and  soon 
after,  in  May,  1838,  was  appointed  to  the  chief  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  such  wearisome  employment 
:;midst  the  everglades  of  the  peninsula.  Gen.  Taylor 
obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of  command, 
;.nd  was  stationed  over  the  Department  of  the  South- 
west. This  field  embraced  Louisiana,  Mississippi, 
Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing  his  headquarters 
at  Fort  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he  removed  his  family 
to  a  plantation  which  he  purchased,  near  Baton  Rogue. 
Here  he  remained  for  fis^  years,  buried,  as  it  were, 
from  the  world,  but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty 
imposed  upon  him. 

In  1846,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the  land 
between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the  latter  river 
bemg  the  boundary  of  Texas,  which  was  then  claimed 
by  the  United  States.  Soon  the  war  with  Mexico 
was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo  Alto  and  Resaca  de  la 
Palma,  Gen.  Taylor  won  brilliant  victories  over  the 
Mexicans.  The  rank  of  major-general  by  brevet 
was  then  conferred  upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name 
Was  received  with  enthusiasm  almost  everywhere  in 
the  Nation.  Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista  in  which  he  won  signal  victories  over 
forces  much  larger  than  he  commanded. 

His  careless  habits  of  dress  and  his  unaffected 
simplicity,  secured  for  Gen.  Taylor  among  his  troops, 
\X\^ sobriquet  of  "Old  Rough  and  Ready.* 

The  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena  Vista 
•pread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the  country.  The 
name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on  every  one's  lips.  The 
Whig  party  decided  to  take  advantage  of  this  wonder- 
ful popularity  in  bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  un- 

'  ^^ed,  honest  soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the 
rresidency.  Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  an- 
nouncement, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it;  de- 
claring that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such  an 
office.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  politics  that, 
for  forty  years,  he  had  not  cast  a  vote.  It  was  not 
without  chagrin  that  several  distinguished  statesmen 
who  had  been  long  years  in  the  public  service  found 
O.iir  claims  set  aside  in  behalf  of  one  whose  name 


had  never  been  heard  of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo 
Alto,  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena 
Vista.  It  is  said  that  Daniel  Webster,  m  his  haste  re- 
marked, *'  It  is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a  fine 
wnter  His  friends  took  possession  of  him,  and  pre- 
pared such  few  communications  as  it  was  needful 
should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The  popularity  of 
the  successful  warrior  swept  the  land.  He  was  tri- 
umphantly elected  over  two  opposing  candidates, — 
Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-President  Martin  Van  Buren. 
Though  he  selected  an  excellent  cabinet,  the  good 
old  man  found  himself  in  a  very  uncongenial  position, 
and  was,  at  times,  sorely  perplexed  and  harassed. 
His  mental  sufferings  were  very  severe,  and  probably 
tended  to  hasten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party 
was  pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy ,  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba ;  California  was 
pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while  slavery 
stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen.  Taylor  found 
the  ix)litical  conflicts  in  Washington  to  be  far  more 
trying  to  the  nerves  than  battles  with  Mexicans  or 
Indians. 

In  the  midst  of  all  these  troubles,  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but  hitle 
over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief  sickness  of 
but  little  over  five  days,  died  on  the  Qlhof  July,  1850. 
His  last  words  were,  **  I  am  not  afraid  to  die.  I  am 
ready.  I  have  endeavored  to  do  my  duty."  He  died 
universally  resi>ected  and  beloved.  An  honest,  un- 
pretending man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the 
affections  of  the  people;  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 

(ien.  Scott,  who  was  thoioughly  acquainted  with 
(fcn.  Taylor,  gave  the  following  graphic  and  truthful 
description  of  his  character: — "  With  a  good  store  of 
common  sense,  Gen.  Taylor's  mind  had  not  been  en- 
larged and  refreshed  by  reading,  or  much  converse 
with  the  world.  Rigidity  of  ideas  was  the  conse- 
quence. The  frontiers  and  small  military  posts  had 
been  his  home.  Hence  he  was  quite  ignorant  for  his 
rank,  and  quite  bigoted  in  his  ignorance.  His  sim- 
plicity was  child-like,  and  with  innumerable  preju- 
dices, amusing  and  incorrigible,  well  suited  to  the 
tender  age.  Thus,  if  a  man,  however  respectable, 
chanced  to  wear  a  coat  of  an  unusual  color,  or  his  hat 
a  little  on  one  side  of  his  head ;  or  an  officer  to  leave 
a  corner  of  his  handkerchief  dangling  from  an  out- 
side ix)cket, — in  any  such  case,  this  critic  held  the 
offender  to  be  a  coxcomb  (perhaps  something  worse), 
whom  he  would  not,  to  use  his  oft  repeated  phrase, 
*  touch  with  a  pair  of  tongs.' 

"Any  allusion  to  literature  beyond  good  old  DiU 
worth's  spelling-book,  on  the  part  of  one  wearing  a 
sword,  was  evidence,  with  the  same  judge,  of  utter 
unfitness  for  heavy  marchings  and  combats.  In  shor*^ 
few  men  have  ever  had  a  more  conifurta"'"  ^-'v^*. 
saving  contempt   for  learnirg  of  every  kind. 
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ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thir- 
)  leenth  Presidentoflhe  United 
I  StatLS,    was  born  at  Summer 
Hill,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y  .,  on 
the  7th  of  January,  1800.  His 
father  was  a  farmer,  and  ow- 
ing to  misfortune,  in  humhie  cir- 
<■  II  111  stances.     Of  his  mother,  tlic 
daughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard, 
.    of  Piltsfield,  Mass.,  it   has  been 
she  |iossessed  an  intellect 
of  very  high  order,  united  with  much 
iotial  loveliness,  sweetness  of  dis- 
position, graceful  manners  and  ex- 
qiiisiie  sensibilities.      She   died    in 
1831 ;  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguished    prom- 
!>-;,  though  she  was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high 
dignity  which  he  finally  attained.  | 

In  consequence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  slender   ad- 
vanta(;es  for  education  in  his  early  years.     The  com- 
mon schools,  tt-hich  he  occasionally  attended     were 
very  imperfect  institutions;    and   books  were    scarce 
tnd  expensive.     There  was  nothing  then  in  his  char- 
acter to  indicate  the  brilliant  career  u|)on  which    he 
was  about  to  enter.     He  was  a  plain    fanner's   boy; 
intelligent,  good-looking,  kind-hearted.     The  sacred    [ 
influences  of  home  had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible,   [ 
and  had  laid  ihe  foundations  of  an  upright  character.    ^ 
When    fourteen   years   of  aye,   his  father   sent   liini    | 
some  hundred  miles  from  home,  to  the  then  wilds  of  1 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  Ihe  iradi'  of  a  ilolhier.    1 
Near  the  mil)  there  was  a  small  villiage,  whcn^  some    I 


enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  collection  of  a 

village  library.  This  proved  an  inestimable  blessing 
to  young  Fillmore.  His  evenings  were  S|>eni  in  read- 
ing. Soon  every  leisure  moment  was  occupied  uith 
books.  His  thirst  fur  knowledge  became  insatiate 
and  the  selections  which  he  made  were  continually 
more  elevating  and  instructive.  He  read  history, 
biography,  oratory,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  en- 
kindled in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more 
than  a  mere  worker  with  his  hands;  and  he  was  be- 
coming, almost  unknown  to  himself,  a  well-infonned, 
educated  man. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  |>ersonal  ap|>carance  ' 
and  cf  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  hapjwned  tha". 
there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neighborhood  of  ample 
pecuniary  means  and  of  benevolence, — Judge  Walter 
Wood, —who  was  struck  'villi  the  pre|>ossessing  a;> 
j)earance  of  young  l-'illniore.  He  niade  his  acc|uaint- 
ance,  and  was  so  much  impressed  with  his  ability  and 
attainments  that  lie  advised  him  to  abandon  his 
trade  and  devote  himself  to  the  study  of  the  law.  The 
young  man  replied,  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
1.0  friends  to  help  him  and  that  his  previous  educa- 
tion had  been  very  imjterfect.  But  Judge  Wood  had 
so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly  offered  to 
take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to  loan  him  such 
money  as  he  needed.  Must  gratefully  the  (lenerous 
offer  was  accep'i;d. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  sirange  delusion  about 
a  collegiate  education.  \  ;oung  man  is  sup;K»sed  to 
be  liberally  educated  if  he  ha.i  gt.:d;i:ited  at  some  col- 
lege.  Itut  many  a  lioy  loiters  through  university  h-l' ; 
*nd  then  enters  a  law  office,  wiiu  is  bj'  no  means  as 
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well  prepared  to  prosecute  his  legal  studies  as  was 
Millard  Fillmore  when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing- 
mill  at  the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  every  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to  in- 
tense mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas.  He  then 
went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded,  peaceful  region, 
his  practice  of  course  was  limited,  and  there  was  no 
opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in  foitune  or  in  fame. 
Here,  in  the  year  1826,  he  married  a  lady  of  great 
moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of  adorning  any  station 
she  might  be  called  to  fill» — Miss  Abigail   Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advocate, 
gradually  attracted  attention  ,  and  he  was  invited  to 
enter  into  partnership  under  highly  advantageous 
circumstances,  with  an  elder  member  of  the  bar  iu 
Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to  Buffalo,  in  1*^29, 
he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  as  a  representative  from  Krie 
County.  Though  he  had  never  taken  a  very  active 
part  in  jx)litics,  his  vote  and  his  sytnpatliies  were  with 
the  Whig  party.  The  State  was  then  Democratic, 
and  he  found  himself  in  a  hel[>less  minority  in  the 
Legislature,  still  the  testimony  comes  fron\  all  parties, 
that  his  courtesy,  ability  and  integrity,  won,  to  a  very 
unusual  degrie  the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in 
the  United  States  Congress  He  entered  tliat  troubled 
arena  in  some  of  the  most  tumultuous  hours  of  our 
national  history.  The  great  conflict  respecting  the 
national  bank  and  the  removal  of  the  dejxjsits,  was 
then  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed  ;  and  he  returned  to 
his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increasing  rep- 
utation and  success.  After  a  lapse  of  two  years 
he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress ;  was  re- 
elected, and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His  past  expe- 
rience as  a  representative  gave  hmi  stiength  and 
confidence.  The  first  term  of  service  in  Congress  to 
any  man  can  be  but  little  more  than  an  introduction. 
He  was  now  prepared  for  active  duty.  All  his  ener- 
gies were  brought  to  bear  uix)n  the  public  good.  Every 

measure  received  his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute,  and 
his  popularity  filled  the  State,  and  in  the  year  1847, 
he   was  elected  Comptroller  of   the  State. 


Mr.  Fillmore  had  attained  the  age  of  forty-seven 
years.  His  labors  at  the  bar,  in  the  Legislature,  in 
Congress  and  as  Comi)troller,  had  given  him  very  con- 
siderable fame.  The  Whigs  were  casting  about  to 
find  suitable  candidates  for  President  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent at  the  api)roaching  election.  Far  away,  on  the 
waters  of  the  Rio  Grande,  there  was  a  rough  old 
soldier,  who  had  fought  one  or  two  successful  battles 
with  the  Mexicans,  which  had  caused  his  name  to  be 
proclaimed  in  tiumpet-tones  all  over  the  land.  But 
it  was  necessary  to  associate  with  him  on  the  same 
ticket  some  man  of  reputation  as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  tliese  considerations,  the 
naniesof  Zachary  Taylor  ar.d  Millard  Fillmore  became 
the  rallying-(ry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their  candidates  for 
Pre^dcni  awA  Vice-Peesident.  The  Whig  ticket  was 
signally  triumphant.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1849, 
(len.  Tas lor  was  inaugurated  President,  and  Millard 
Killuiorj  VicL-Tresident,  of  the  United  States. 

Onthccjihof  July,  1850,  President  Taylor,  but 
about  one  year  and  four  months  after  his  inaugura 
tion,  was  sucldL-nly  takeii  sick  and  died.  By  the  Con- 
siituiion.  \'ice-l'rcsiilcnt  Fillmore  thus  became  Presi- 
dent. Hea{)poinied  a  very  able  cabinet,  of  which 
the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  Fillniore  had  very  serious  difficulties  to  contend 
with,  since  the  op[)osition  had  a  majority  in  both 
Houses.  He  did  ever)'thing  in  his  ix)wer  to  conciliate 
the  Suuih ;  l)ul  the  pro-slavery  party  in  the  South  felt 
theiiiadeiiuacyof  all  measuresof  transient  conciliation. 
The  })oi)ulation  of  the  free  Stales  was  so  rapidly  in- 
creasing over  that  of  the  slave  States  that  it  was  in- 
evitable that  the  [KDwer  of  the  Government  should 
soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The 
famous  com i)romise  measures  were  adopted  under  Mr. 
Fillmcre's  adminstration,  and  the  Japan  Exi^dition 
was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Fill- 
more, having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the  Pres- 
idency by  the  "  Know  Nothing  "  party,  but  was  beaten 
by  Mr.  Huchanan.  After  that  Mr.  Fillmore  lived  in 
reUrement.  During  the  terrible  conflict  of  civil  war, 
he  was  mostly  silent.  It  was  generally  supposed  that 
his  sympathies  were  rather  with  those  who  were  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  our  institutions.  President 
Fillmore  ke|)t  aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any 
cordial  words  of  cheer  to  the  one  party  or  the  other. 
He  was  thus  forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age,  and  died  in  Buffalo.  N.  Y.,  March  8,    187 4, 
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r  RANKLIN     PIERCE    the 
\  lourteenth    President  of  the 
nited  States    was  bom  in 
f  Hillsboro  it,h     N     H      Nov. 
1804      His  fither  was  a 
Re\oliiliomry  soldier    who, 
with    his   own    strong    arm, 
hewed  out  i     lome   in    the 
wilderness      Ht  was  a  man 
of    inflexible    mtegntj       of 
stro  ig    though    uncultivated 
mind  and  an  un  com  prom  is- 
1  g  Democrat        The    mother  of 
Fra  khn  Pierce  was  all  that  a  son 
could  desire.^an  intelligent,  pru- 
dent, affectionate,  Christian'  wom- 
an.    Franklin  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children. 

Franklin  was  a  very  bright  and  handsome  boy,  gen- 
erous, warm-hearted  and  brave.  He  won  alike  the 
love  of  old  and  young.  The  boys  on  the  play  ground 
loved  him.  His  teachers  loved  him.  The  neighbors 
looked  upon  him  with  pride  and  affection.  He  was 
by  instinct  a  gentleman;  always  sjieakingkind  words, 
doing  kind  deeds,  with  a  peculiar  unstudied  tact 
which  taught  him  what  was  agreeable.  Without  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar;  in  body, 
in  mind,  in  affections,  a  finely-deveIoi>ed  boy. 

When  sixteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1810,  he 
entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me  He  was 
one  of  the  most  popular  young  men  in  the  college. 
The  purity  of  his  moral  character,  the  unvarying 
courtesy  of  hu  demeanor,  his  rank  as  a  scholar,  and 


genial  nature,  rendered  him  a  universal  favorite. 
There  was  something  very  |>eculiarly  winning  in  his 
address,  and  it  was  evidently  not  in  the  slightest  de- 
gree studied :  it  was  ihe  simple  outgushing  of  his 
own  magnanimous  and  loving  nature. 

U[xjn  graduating,  in  the  year  1824,  Franklin  Pierce 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Judge 
Woodbury,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  lawyers  of 
the  Slate,  and  a  man  of  great  private  worth.  The 
eminent  social  qualities  of  tlie  young  lawyer,  his 
father's  prominence  as  a  public  man,  and  the  brilliant 
[xilitical  career  into  which  Judge  Woodbury  was  en- 
tering, all  tended  to  entice  Mr.  Pierce  into  the  faci- 
nating  yet  perilous  path  of  political  life.  With  all 
the  ardor  of  his  nature  he  espoused  the  cause  of  Gen. 
Jackson  for  the  Presidency.  He  commenced  the 
pr.ictice  of  law  in  Hillsborough,  and  was  soon  elected 
to  represent  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here 
he  served  for  four  yeais.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  speaker  of  the  house  by  a  very  large  vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  Congress.  Without  taking  an  active 
part  in  debates,  he  was  faithful  and  laborious  in  duty 
and  ever  rising  in  the  estimation  of  those  with  whom 
he  was  associalad. 

In  1837,  being  then  but  thirty-three  years  of  age, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States; 
taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  commenced 
his  administration.  He  was  the  youngest  meniherin 
the  Senate.  In  the  year  183.^,  he  married  Miss  Jane 
Means  Appleton,  a  lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accom- 
plishments, and  one  admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every 
station  with  which  her  husband  was  honoicd.   Of  the 


72 


tRANKLIN  PIERCE. 


three  sons  who  were  bom  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with 
their  parents  in  the  grave. 

lu  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing  fame 
and  increasing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up  his 
residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New  Hampshire. 
President  Polk,  u^wn  his  accession  to  office,  apix)inted 
Mr.  Pierce  attorney-general  of  the  United  States ;  but 
the  offer  was  declined,  in  consequence  of  numerous 
professional  engagements  at  home,  and  the  precariuos 
state  of  Mrs.  Pierce's  health.  He  also,  about  the 
same  time  declined  the  nomination  for  governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.  The  war  with  Mexico  called  Mr. 
Pierce  in  the  army.  Receiving  the  appointment  of 
brigadier-general,  he  embarked,  with  a  }K>rtion  of  his 
troops,  at  Newport,  R.  1.,  on  the  27th  of  May,  1847. 
He  took  an  imix)rtant  part  in  this  war,  proving  hin\- 
self  a  brave  and  true  soldier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  native 
State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the  advo- 
cates of  the  Mexican  war,  and  coldly  by  his  opix)- 
nents.  He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  i)rofcssion, 
ver)  frequently  taking  an  active  i)arl  in  [)olitical  (jues- 
tions,  giving  his  cordial  supi)ort  to  the  pro-slaveiy 
wing  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  coini)roinisc 
measures  met  cordially  with  his  apiiroval ;  and  he 
strenuously  advocated  the  enforcenieiU  of  the  infa- 
mous fugitive-slave  law,  which  so  shocked  the  religious 
sensibilities  of  the  North.  He  thus  became  distin- 
guished as  a  "Northern  man  with  Southern  principles.' 
The  strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  Soutli  ( onsc- 
'juently  regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  ihey  could 
•afely  trust  in  office  to  carry  out  their  plans. 

On  the  i2thof  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  conven- 
tion met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate  for  the 
Presidency.    For  four  days  they  continued  in  session, 
r.;ja  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one  had  obtained    a 
two-thirds  vote.     Not  a  vote  thus  far  had  been  thrown 
for   Gen.    Pierce.      Then    the     Virginia    delegation 
brought   forward    his   name.      There   were   fourteen 
more  ballotings,  during  which  Gen.  Pierce  constantly 
gained  strength,  until,  at  the    forty-ninth   ballot,   he 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all 
other  candidates  eleven.     Gen.    Winfield   Scott  was 
the  Whig  candidate,     (^en.   Pierce  was  chosen  with 
great  unanimity.     Only  four  States-Vermont,  Mas- 
sachusetts,   Kentucky   and   Tennessee -cast    their 
electoral  votes  against  him      Gen.    Prankhn    Picne 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the    Umtcd 
States   on    the  4th  of  March,    1853. 


His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most  stormy  our 
country  had  ever  experienced.     The  controversy  i^e 
tween  slavery  and  freedom  was  then  approaching  its 
culminaung  ix)int.     It  became  evident  that  there  was 
an  "irrepressible  conflict  "  between  them,  and   that 
this  Nation  could  not  long  exist  "  half  slave  and  half 
free."     President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  ad- 
ministration, did  every  thing  he  could   to   conciliate 
the  South  ;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.     The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  dissolution 
of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on  every  South- 
ern breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when    President 
Pierce  ai)proached  the  close  of  his   four-years'  temi 
ofottice.      The  North  had  become   thoroughly  alien- 
ated from  him.     The  anti-slavery  sentiment,  goaded 
by  great  outrages,  had   been    rapidly  increasing;   all 
the  intellectual  ability  and  social  worth  of    President 
Pierce  were  forgotten  in  deep  reprehension  of  his   ad- 
ministrative a(  ts.  The  slaveholders  of  the  South,  also, 
unmindful  (.f  the  ticlelitv  with   which    he  had    advo- 
cated  tl.ose  nieasuro  of  (lovernnient  which  they  a|>- 
proved,    and    perhai)>,    also,    feeling    that     he    had 
rendered  himself  so  unpopular  as  no  longer   to    be 
able  acceptably  to  serve   them,  ungratefully  dropped 
him,  and  nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 
On  the  4th  of   March,  1857,    President   Pierce  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Concord.     Of  three  children,  two 
had  died,  and    his   only    surviving   child    had    l)een 
kihed  bet'ore  his  eyes  by  a  railroad  accident ;  and  his 
wife,  one  of  the  n\ost  estimable  and  accomplished  of 
ladies,  was    rapidly  sinking   in    consumption.       The 
hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon  came,  and    he  was    left 
alone  in  the  world,  without  wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth,  which    di- 
vided our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two  only,  Mr. 
Pierce  remained  sleadfabt  m  the  principles  which   he 
had  always  cherished,  and  gave    his    sympathies    to 
that  pro-slavery  party  with  which  he  had    ever    been 
allied.     He  declined  to  do  anything,  either  by  voice 
or  pen,  to  strengthen  the  hand  of  the  National   Gov- 
ernment.    He  continued  to  reside  in    Concord    until 
the  tune  of  his  death,   which    occurred    in    October, 
1869.     He  was  one  of  the  most  genial  and  social    of 
men,    an    honored    conmumicant    of    the    Episcoixil 
Church,  and  one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors        (ien 
erous  to  a  fauh,  he  contrilnited    liberally  for    the    i 

I  eoplc  were  often  gladened  by  his   material    bounty. 
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abled  liini  to  master  the  most  abatmse  subjects  w'  *- 
facility. 

In  the  year  1S09,  he  graduated  with  the  highest 
honors  of  his  clasL.  He  was  then  eighteen  years  at 
age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health,  fond  of 
athletic  sixni,  an  unerring  shot,  and  enlivened  with 
an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits.  He  immediately 
commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  city  of  Lancaster, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1813,  when  he  was 
but  twenty-one  years'of  age.  Very  lapidty  he  ro.'.c 
in  his  piofession,  and  at  once  took  undisputed  stand 
with  the  ablest  law)ers  of  the  State.  When  but 
twenty-six  years  of  age,  unaided  by  counsel,  he  su,-- 
cessfully  defended  before  the  State  Senate  ore  of  ihe 
judges  of  the  State,  who  was  tried  upon  articles  i.f 
impeachment.  At  the  age  of  thirty  it  was  genenlly 
admitted  that  he  stood  at  the  head  of  the  1>ar;  .-nid 
there  was  no  lawyer  in  the  State  who  had  a  more  li- 
crative  practice. 

In  1820,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress,  He  was  elected,  and  foi 
ten  years  he  remained  a  tnembet  of  the  1-ower  House. 
During  the  vacations  of  Congress,  he  occasionally 
tried  some  important  case.  In  1831,  he  retired 
altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  iirofession,  having  ac- 
iguired  an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jackson,  ujwn  his  elevation  to  the  Presidency, 
appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  minister  to  Russia.  The 
duties  of  liis  mission  he  jierformed  with  ability,  which 
gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties.  Ujwn  his  return,  in 
1833,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  United  Stales 
Senate.  He  there  met,  as  his  associates,  Webster. 
Clay,  Wright  and  (Calhoun.  He  advocated  ll;e  meas- 
ures proposed  by  President  Jackson,  of  m  .king  repii- 


\MES  nUCHANAN,  the  fif- 
;i.nih  President  of  the  United 
i.-tcs,   w.is  l)orn    in    a    small 
frontier  town,  at  ihe  foot  of  the 
eastern  ridj;e  of  the    Allegha- 
nies,  in  FrnnklinCo.,  Pcnn.,on 
'   the  «3d  of  April,  1791,  The  place 
the  humble    cabin   of  his 
fiiher  sH'od    was    called     Stony 
Batter,     It  was    a   wild    and   ro- 
mantic six)t  in  a  gori^cof  the  moun- 
tains, with  towering  summits  rising 
grandly  all    around.       His    father 
was  a:.ntive  of  the  north  of  Ireland; 
a  |x»r  man,  who  had  emigrated  in 
i  i7i^3.  wi'h  little   property  save    his 

own  strong  arms.  Five  years  afterwards  he  married 
Elizabeth  Spear,  the  daughter  of  a  res|>cctable  farmer, 
and,  with  his  young  bride,  plunf^ed  into  the  wilder- 
ness, slaked  his  claim,  reared  his  log-hut,  oi>ened  a 
clearing  with  his  axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  |>er- 
fonn  his  obscure  part  in  the  drama  of  life.  In  this  se- 
cluded home,  where  James  uas  born,  iie  remained 
for  eight  years,  enjoying  but  few  social  or  iuteltcctual 
advantages.  When  James  was  eight  yeais  of  oge,  his 
father  removed  lo  the  village  of  Mercersburg,  where 
I,ia  son  was  placed  at  school,  and  commenced  a 
course  of  study  in  English,  I.atiu  and  Creek.  His 
progress  was  rapid,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  he 
entered  Dickinson  College,  at  ("ailisle.  Here  he  de- 
veloped remarkable  talent,  and  look  his  stand  ajnong 
Ihe  first  scholars  in  the  institution.  His  application 
V>  siiidy  was  intense,  and  yet  his  native  iwwer^    en- 
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sals  against  France,  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our 
claims  against  that  country ;  and  defended  the  course 
of  the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removal  from  office  of  those  who  were  not  the  sup- 
porters of  his  administration.  Uix)n  this  question  he 
was  brought  into  direct  collision  with  Henry  Clay. 
He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  advocated  expunging 
from  the  journal  of  the  Senate  the  vote  of  censure 
against  Gen.  Jackson  for  removing  the  dei)osits. 
Earnestly  he  opposed  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the 
circulation  of  anti-slavery  documents  by  the  United 
States  mails. 

As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  he  advo- 
cated that  they  should  be  respectfully  received;  and 
that  the  reply  should  be  returned,  that  Congress  had 
no  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject.  *'  Congress," 
said  he,  "  might  as  well  undertake  to  interfere  with 
slavery  under  a  foreign  government  as  in  any  of  the 
States  where  it  now  exists." 

U|X)n  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency,  Mr. 
Buchanan  became  Secretary  of  State,  and  as  such, 
took  his  share  of  the  responsibility  in  the  conduct  of 
the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  assumed  that  crossing 
the  Nueces  by  the  American  troo[)S  into  the  disputed 
territory  was  not  wrong,  but  for  the  Mexicans  to  cross 
the  Rio  Grande  into  that  territory  was  a  dochiration 
of  war.  No  candid  man  can  read  with  pleasure  the 
account  of  the  course  our  Government  i)ursued  in  that 
movement. 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thorouglily  with 
the  party  devoted  to  the  p.^rpetuation  and  extension 
of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies  of  his  mind 
to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso.  He  gave  his 
cordial  approval  to  the  compromise  measures  of  1050, 
which  included  the  fugiiive-slave  law.  Mr.  Pierce, 
upon  his  election  to  the  Presidency,  honored  Mr. 
Buchanan  with  the  mission  to  England. 

In  the  year  r856,  a  national    Democratic   conven- 
'    tion  nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presidency.  The 
political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most  severe  in  which 
our  country  has  ever  engaged.     All   the   friends   of 
slavery  were  on  one  side;  all  the  advocates  of  its  re- 
striction and  final  abolition,  on  the  other.      Mr.    Fre- 
mont, the  candidate  of  the   enemies  of  slavery,   re- 
reived  114  electoral  votes.      Mr.  Buchanan  received 
r74,   and   was   elected.      The    popular   vote    stood 
r,340,6i8,  for  Fremont,  1,224,750  for  Buchanan.    On 
March   4th5    1857,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  inaugurated. 
Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only  four 
vears  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  threescore  years  and 
ten.     His  own  friends,  those  with  whom  he  had  been 
alhed  in  political  principles  and  action  for  years,  were 
seeking  the  destruction  of  the  Government,  that  they 
might  rear  upon  the  ruins  of  our  free   institutions   a 
nation  whose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slavery. 
In  this  emergency,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly  be- 
wildered     He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed  prin- 


ciples, consistently  oppose  the  State-rights  party  in 
their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the  United  States, 
bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to  administer  the  laws 
he  could  not,  without  ix:rjury  of  the  grossest  kind, 
unite  with  those  endeavoring  to  overthrow  the  repub- 
lic.    He  therefore  did  nothing. 

The  op[)onents  of  Mr.  Buchanan  s  administration 
nominaied  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  standard  bearer 
in  the  next  Presidential  canvass.  The  pro-slavery 
party  declared,  that  if  he  were  elected,  and  the  con- 
trol of  the  Government  were  thus  taken  from  their 
hands,  they  would  secede  from  the  Union,  taking 
with  them,  as  they  retired,  the  National  Capitol  at 
Washington,  and  the  lion's  share  of  the  teniton^  of 
tlie  United  States. 

Mr.  Buchanan's  sympathy  with  the  pro-slaver)' 
party  was  such,  that  he  had  been  willing  to  offer  them 
far  more  than  they  had  ventured  to  claim.  All  the 
South  had  i)rofcssed  to  ask  of  the  North  was  non- 
intervention ui>on  the  subject  of  slavery.  Mr.  Bu- 
chanan had  been  ready  to  offer  them  the  active  co- 
operation of  the  Government  to  defend  and  extend 
the  institution. 

As  tin  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slaveholderr. 
claiming  ihe  right  to  secede,  and  Mr.  Buchanan  avow- 
ing that  Congress  had  no  [xjwer  to  prevent  it,  one  ol 
the  most  [)itiable  exhibitions  of  governmental  im- 
becility was  exhibited  the  world  has  ever  seen.  He 
declared  thai  Congress  had  no  i)Ower  to  enforce  \\> 
laws  in  any  State  which  had  withdrawn,  or  whit  l*. 
was  attempting  to  withdraw  from  the  Union.  Tli- 
was  not  the  doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  wi-l. 
his  hand  uix>n  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed,  "T!-^ 
Cnion  must  and  sl^all  be  preserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860;  nearly 
tliree  months  before  the  inauguration  of  President 
Lincoln.  Mr.  1»  ichanan  looked  on  in  listless  despair. 
The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in  Charleston*  Fort  Sumpter 
w\as  be-ieged;  our  forts,  navy-yards  and  arsenals 
were  seized  ;  our  de^KDts  of  military  stoies  were  plun- 
dered ;  and  our  custom-houses  and  post-offices  were 
appropriated  by  the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels,  and  the  imbecility  of  our 
Executive,  were  alike  marvelous.  The  Nation  looked 
on  in  agony,  waiting  for  the  slow  weeks  to  glide  away, 
and  close  the  administration,  so  terrible  in  its  weak- 
ness At  length  the  long-looked-for  hour  of  deliver- 
ance came,  when  Abraham  Lincoln  was  to  receive  the 
scepter. 

The  administration  of  President  Buchanan  was 
certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  canrot  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his  fame 
that  m  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled  Us  billows 
of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole  land,  no  word  came 
fromhishpstomdicate  his  wish  that  our  coimtrv's 
kinner  should  triumph  over  the  flag  of  the  rebcllioi; 
H-  died  at  his  Wheatland   retreat,   June    i,    i863 
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I  BRAHAM    LINCOLN,    the 
\  sutteentli    President     of     the 

jUJnited  States,  was  lorn  in 
'  Hardin  Co.,  Ky.,  Feb.  12, 
1S09.  About  the  year  [780,  u 
iiian  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  left  Virj^iiiia  with  his 
,  f;iniilv  and  moved  into  the  tlien 
wilds'of  Kentucky.  Only  two  years 
after  Ihisemigratioii,  siiH  a  young 
man,  while  working  one  day  in  a 
field,  ivas  stealthily  approached  by 
Ln  Indianandshol  dead.  His  widow 
s  left  in  extreme  |)overty  with  five 
children,  three  boys  and  (wo 
Thomas,  the  youngest  of  the 
lx>ys,  WIS  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father's  ileath.  This  Thoinas  was 
the  father  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  ihe 
President  of  the  United  States 
must  henceforth  fo'ever  be  enrolled 
t  iirominent  in  the  annals  of  our  world. 
no  record  has  been  kept  of  the  life 
of  line  so  lowly  as  Thomas  Lincoln.  He  was  among 
ihe  poorest  of  the  jxwr.  His  home  was  a  wretched 
l.'g-«.abin;  his  food  the  coarsest  and  the  meanest. 
Kd.ication  he  had  none;  he  could  never  either  read 
or  .\ritc.  As  soon  as  he  was  able  to  do  anything  for 
himself,  lie  was  com[)ellcd  to  leave  the  cabin  of  his 
starving  mother,  and  push  ont  into  the  world,  a  friend- 
ess,  wandering  Iwy,  seeking  work.  He  hired  him- 
self oiii,  and  thus  spent  the  whole  of  his  youth  as  a 
Piliorer  in  the  fields  of  others. 

When  twenly-eight  years  of  age  lie  buili  a  log- 
cabin  of  his  own,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
d.-nii;hter  of  another  family  of  ]XK)r  Kentucky  emi- 
grants, who  had  also  come  from  Virginia.  Their 
second  cl-.ild  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was  a  noble 
•woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created  to  adorn 
n  palace,  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and  die  in  a  hovel. 
*'  A!1  'hat  I  am,  or  hope  to  be,"  exclaims  the  grate- 
ful son  "  !  owe  to  my  angel-mother.  " 

When  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  father  sold  his 


cabin  and  small  farm,  and  moved  to  Indiana.  Where 
two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

Abraham  soon  became  the  scribe  of  the  uneducated 
community  around  him.  He  could  not  have  had  a 
better  school  than  this  to  teach  him  to  put  thoughts 
into  words.  He  also  became  an  eager  reader.  The 
books  he  could  oblain  were  few ;  but  these  he  read 
and  re-read  until  they  were  almost  committed  to 
memory. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly  family 
was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  Thfire  were  joys  anu 
griefs,  weddings  and  funerals.  Abraham's  sislei 
Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly  attached,  was  mar- 
ried when  a  child  of  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  ant) 
soon  died.  The  family  was  graduaJly  scattered.  Mr. 
Thomas  Lincoln  sold  out  his  squatter's  claim  in  1830. 
and  emigrated  lo  Macon  Co.,  III. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
With  vigorous  hands  be  aided  his  father  in  rearing 
another  log-cabin.  Abraham  worked  diligently  at  thi^ 
until  he  saw  the  family  comfortably  settled,  and  thei> 
small  lot  of  enclosed  prairie  planted  with  com,  when 
he  announced  to  his  father  his  intention  to  leave 
home,  and  to  go  out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  for- 
tune. Little  did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  bril- 
liant that  fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  ol 
education  and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  hia 
mind  to  the  utmost  of  his  power.  He  saw  the  ruin 
which  ardent  spirits  were  causing,  and  betame 
strictly  temperate ;  refusing  to  allow  a  drop  of  intoxi- 
cating liquor  to  pass  his  lips.  And  he  had  read  in 
God's  word,  "Thou  shalt  not  take  the  name  of  the 
I-ord  thy  God  in  vain ;"  and  a  profane  expression  ho 
was  never  heard  to  utter.  Religion  he  revered.  His 
morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  un contaminated  by  a 
single  .ice. 

Young  Abraham  worked  for  a  time  as  a  hired  laborei 
among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to  Springfield, 
where  he  was  employed  in  building  a  large  flat-boat 
In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  swine,  floated  them  dowri 
the  Sangamon  to  the  Illinois,  and  thence  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  New  Orleans.  Whatever  Abraham  Lin- 
coln undertook,  he  performed  so  faithfully  as  to  give 
great  satisfaction  to  his  employers.      In  this  adven 


So 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 


tare  his  employeis  were  so  well  pleased,  ihat  \x\iox\ 
his  return  tiiey  [)laced  a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 
In  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk  war,  he 
enUsted  and  was  chosen  captain  of  a  company.  }ie 
returned  to  Sangamon  County,  and  although  only  2^ 
years  of  age,  was  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
was  defeated.  He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew 
Jackson  the  appointment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem, 
His  only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there  ready  to  deliver  to  tiiose 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  survc)  ing,  and  soon 
made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again  became  a 
candidate  for  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected  Mr. 
Stuart,  of  Springfield,  advised  him  to  study  law.  He 
walked  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  Injrrowed  of 
Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of  lK)oks,  carried  them  back  and 
began  his  legal  studies.  When  the  Legislature  as- 
sembled he  trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back 
one  hundred  miles  to  Vandalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  legislature.  Here  it 
was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice  of  law. 
His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great  that  ho  was 
coon  engaged  in  almost  every  noted  case  in  thc<  it(  uit. 

'  In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mi. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  the  slavery  (jiieslion. 
In  the  organization  of  the  Republican  i)aityiii  Illinois, 
in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at  one  o  bcc;iine 
one  of  the  leaders  in  that  parly.  Mr.  Lin(i>bi\ 
speechesin  opiX)sition  to  Senator  Dougbis  in  the  ion- 
test  in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  tbrni  a  most 
notable  part  of  his  history.  The  issue  was  on  the 
;lavery  question,  and  he  took  the  broad  groinul  of 
.he  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  all  men  are 
created  equal.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  con- 
test, but  won  a  far  higher   prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chicago 
on  the  1 6th  ot  June,  i860.  The  delegates  and 
strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to  twenty- 
five  thousand.  An  immense  building  called  "The 
Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommodate  the  Conven- 
tion. There  were  eleven  candidates  for  whom  votes 
were  thrown.  William  H.  Seward,  a  man  whose  fame 
as  a  statesman  had  long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most 
orominent.  It  was  generally  supposed  he  would  be 
the  nominee.  Ai)raham  Lincoln,  however,  received 
the  nomination  on  the  third  ballot.  Little  did  he  then 
dream  of  the  weary  years  of  toil  and  care,  and  the 
bloody  death,  to  w'hi  :h  that  nomination  doomed  him: 
and  as  little  did  he  dream  that  he  was  to  render  services 
to  his  country,  which  would  fix  upon  him  the  eyes  of 
the  whole  civilized  world,  and  which  would  give  him 
a  place  in  the  affections  of  his  countrymen,  second 
only,  if  second,  to  that  of  Washington. 

Election  day  came  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received  180 
electoral  votes  out  of  203  cast,  and  was,  therefore, 
constitutionally  elected  President  of  the  Umted  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  was  ix)ured  ui>on  this    good 


and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slaveholders, was 
greater  than  uixjn  any  other  man  ever  elected  to  this 
high  position.  In  February,  1861,  .Mr.  Lincoln  started 
for  Washington,  stop(>ing  in  all  the  large  cities  on  \\\^ 
way  making  sjiceches.  The  wiiole  journey  wasfroughi 
with  much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  Stales  had 
already  seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assassination 
were  afterwards  brought  to  light.  A  gang  in  Balti- 
more had  arranged,  upon  his  arrival  to  "get  up  a  row," 
and  in  the  confusion  to  make  sure  of  his  death  with 
revolvers  and  hand-grenades.  A  detective  unravelled 
the  plot.  A  secret  and  special  train  was  provided  t{ 
take  him  from  HarrisL»urg,  through  Baltimore,  at  ai 
unex[>e(:ted  hour  of  the  night.  The  train  started  a' 
half-past  ten  ;  and  to  prevent  ai.y  possible  communi 
cation  on  the  part  ol  the  Secessionists  with  their  Con 
federate  gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train  hao 
started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr.  Lincol.i 
reached  ^V  ashinglon  in  safety  and  was  inaugurated, 
althou,;h  great   anxiety  was  felt  by  all  loyal  people 

In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to  other 
prominent  opiK)nents  before  the  convention   he  gave 

innx)rtant  i)<)sitions. 

During  no  other  administration  have  the  duties 
devolving  uj >on  the  President  been  so  manifold,  and 
the  resiK)nsil)ilities  so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to 
the  lot  of  President  Lincoln.  Knowing  this,  and 
teeling  his  own  wx*akness  and  inability  to  meet, and  in 
hi^own  strength  to  cope  with,  the  difficulties,  he 
learned  early  to  seek  Divine  wisdom  and  guidance  in 
tletennining  his  plans,  and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his 
trials  l)o'h  personal  and  national.  Contrary  to  his 
own  estimate  of  himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the 
most  courageous  of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the 
rebel  capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving, 
with  no  ^^uard  but  a  few  sailors.  From  the  lime  he 
had  lett  SiMingfield,  in  i86r,  however,  plans  had  been 
made  f  )r  his  assassination,and  he  at  last  fell  a  victim 
to  one  of  them.  April  14,  1865,  he,  with  Gen.  Grant, 
was  urgently  invited  to  attend  Fords*  Theater.  It 
was  announced  that  they  would  Le  present.  Gen. 
(irant,  however,  left  the  city.  President  Lincoln,  feel- 
ing, with  his  characteristic  kindliness  of  heart,  that 
it  would  be  a  disapix)intment  if  he  should  fail  them, 
very  reluctantly  consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes  Booth 
entered  the  box  where  the  President  and  family  were 
seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his  brains.  He  died  the 
next  mornmg  at  seven  o'clock. 

Never  before,  in  the  history  of  the  world  was  a  nation 
p  unged  mto  such  deep  grief  by  the  death  of  its  ruler. 

T.nW^'^''u'^' ''"  '^^  ^''^""'^  ^-^"^  ^^P^^"  speechless 
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NDREW  JOHNSON,  seven- 
null  President  of  the  United 
r States  The  early  liff  of 
Andrew  Johnson  contains  but 
the  reard  of  poverty,  destitu- 
tion and  friend  I  ess  n  ess.  He 
fas  born  December  ag,  1808, 
n  Raleibh  N.  C  His  parents, 
beloti^in^  to  the  class  of  the 
poor  wh  tes"of  the  South,  were 
m  such  circumstances,  that  they 
cou'd  ^ot  c'-nf:r  :;  .'eii  the  slight- 
:  advantages  of  education  upon 
ihcir  child.  When  Andrew  was  five 
years  of  age,  his  father  accidentally 
lost  his  life  while  he rorically  endeavoring  lo  save  a 
friend  from  drowning,  ^'ndl  tefi  years  of  age,  Andrew 
wu  a  ra^ed  bo;  about  the  streets,  supported  by  the 
labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  with 
her  own  hands. 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  school  one  day, 
and  being  unable  either  lo  read  or  write,  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gendeman 
was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor  a  shop  occasion- 
ally, and  reading  to  the  boys  at  work  there.  He  often 
read  from  the  speeches  of  distinguished  British  states- 
men. Andrew,  who  was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more 
than  ordinary  native  ability,  became  much  interested 
in  these  speeches ;  his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he 
was  inspired  with  a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  lo  the  alphabet,  and 
with  the  assistance  of  some  of  his  fellow- workmen, 
icamed  his  letters.  He  then  called  upon  the  gentle- 
man to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches.     The  owner. 


pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  him  the  book 
but  assisted  him  in  learning  to  combine  the  letters 
into  words.  Under  such  difficulties  he  pressed  y„  . 
ward  laboriously,  spending  usually  ten  or  twelve  houi% 
at  work  in  the  shop,  and  then  robbing  himself  of  rest 
and  recreatio.'  to  devote  such  time  as  he  could  to 
reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in  1826,  and  located  at 
Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who  pos 
sessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions  he 
learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became  prominent 
in  the  village  debating  society,  and  a  favorite  with 
the  students  of  Greenville  College.  !n  i8a8,  he  or- 
ganized a  working  man's  party,  which  elected  him 
alderman,  and  in  1830  elected  him  mayor,  which 
position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  interest  in  political 
affairs;  identifying  himself  with  the  working-classes, 
to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Tennes- 
see. He  was  then  just  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
He  became  a  very  active  member  of  the  legislature 
gave  his  adhesion  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
T840  "stumped  the  State,"  advocating  Martin  1  an 
Buren's  claims  to  the  Presidency, in  opposition  to  thos^ 
of  Gen.  Harrison,  In  this  campiaign  he  acquired  mucli 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increased 
his  reputation. 

In  1841,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843,  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  Congress,  and  by  successive 
elections,  held  that  important  post  for  ten  years  In 
1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1855.  In  all  these  resiwnsible  posi 
tions,  he  discharged  his  duties  with  disiingtiishedabi. 
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ity,  and  proved  himself  the  warm  friend  of  the  work- 
ing classes.  In  1857,  Mr.  Johnson  was  elected 
United  States  Senator. 

Years  before,  in  1845,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would  prol)- 
ably  prove  "  to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which  the  sable 
sons  of  Africa  are  to  pass  from  bondage  to  freedom, 
and  become  merged  in  a  jxjpulation  congenial  to 
themselves."  In  1850,  he  also  sup[X}rted  the  com- 
promise measures,  the  two  essential  features  of  whicli 
were,  that  the  white  i^eople  of  the  Territories  should 
be  permitted  to  decide  for  themselves  whether  they 
would  enslave  the  colored  people  or  not,  and  that 
the  ^ree  States  of  the  North  should  return  to  the 
Soulh  i)ersons  who  attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr,  Johnson  was  never  ashamed  ofhis  lowly  origin: 
on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in  avowing  that 
he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own  exertions.  "Sir," 
said  he  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate,  "  1  do  not  forgot 
that  I  am  a  mechanic;  neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam 
was  a  tailor  and  sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Sav- 
ior was  the  son  of  a  carpenter." 

In  the  Charleston- Baltimore  convention  of  181^,  ne 
was  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for  the 
Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  pur[)ose  of  the  South- 
2m  Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took  a  decided 
stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held  that  "  slavery 
must  be  held  subordinate  to  the  Union  at  whatever 
cost."  He  returned  to  Tennessee,  and  repeatedly 
imperiled  his  own  life  to  protect  the  Unionists  of 
Tennesee.  Tennessee  having  seceded  from  the 
Union,  President  Lincoln,  on  March  4th,  1862,  ap- 
pointed him  Military  Governor  of  the  State,  and  he 
established  the  most  stringent  military  rule.  His 
numerous  proclamations  attracted  wide  attention.    In 

1864,  he  was  elected  Vice-President  of  the    United 
States,  and  upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April   15, 

1865,  became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later 
he  said,  "  The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime  and 
must  be  punished ;  that  the  Government  will  not 
always  bear  with  its  enemies;  that  it  is  strong  not 
only  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The  people 
must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the  blackest  of 
crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished."  Yet  his  whole 
administration,  the  history  of  which  is  so  well  known, 
was  in  utter  io^nsistency  with,  and  the  most  violent 


opposition  to,  the  principles  laid  down  in  that  speech. 
In  his  loose  ix}licy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress ;  and  he  char- 
acterized Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and  lawlessly 
defied  it,  in  everythmg  possible,  to  the  utmost.  In 
the  beginniiig  of  1868,  on  account  of  ''high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal  of  which  was  the 
removal  of  Secretary  Stanton,  in  violation  of  the  Ten- 
ure of  Office  Act,  articles  of  impeachment  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  the   trial   began    March  23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was  at 
length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It  was 
certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  article  so 
would  it  vote  \\\^xi  all.  Thirty-four  voices  pronounced 
the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds  vote  was  nf^ces- 
sary  to  his  condemnation,  he  was  pronounced  ac« 
(putted,  notwithstanding  the  great  majority  against 
him.  The  change  of  one  vote  from  the  not  guilty 
side  would  have  sustained  the  imi)eachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  terra,  was 
but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though  impotent!''; 
his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own  party  did  not 
think  it  exi)edient  to  renominate  him  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  Nation  rallied,  with  enthusiasm  unpar- 
alleled since  the  days  of  Washington,  around  the  name 
of  O^w.  Grant.  Andrew  Johnson  was  forgptten. 
'i'he  bullet  of  the  assassin  introduced  him  to  the 
President's  chair.  Notwithstanding  this,  never  was 
there  presented  to  a  man  a  better  opportunity  to  im- 
mortalize his  name,  and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a 
nation.  He  failed  utterly.  He  retired  to  his  home 
in  (rreenville,  Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in 
ix>litics  until  r875  On  Jan  26,  after  an  exciting 
struggle,  he  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  of  Ten- 
nessee, United  States  Senator  in  the  forty-fourth  Con- 
gress, and  took  his  seat  in  that  Ixxiy,  at  the  special 
session  convened  by  President  Cirant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-President 
inade  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near  Carter 
Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his  journey,  he  was 
apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous  health,  but  on  reach- 
ing  the  residence  of  his  child  the  following  day,  was 
stricken  with  paralysis,  rendering  him  unconscious. 
He  rallied  occasionally,  but  finally  passed  away  at 
2  A.M.,  July  31,  aged  sixty-seven  years.  His  fun- 
eral was  attended  at  Geenville,on  the  3d  of  August, 
with  every  demonstration  of  respect. 
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I  LYSSES  S.  GRANT,  the 
i  eighteenth  President  of  the 
jeUnited  States,  was  bom  on 
f  the  a9th  of  April,  i8zz,  of 
Chiigtian  parents,  in  a  humble 
°'  home,  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after 
hs  father  moved  to  George- 
toini.  Brown  Co.,  O.  In  this  re- 
mote frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses 
received  a  common-school  edu- 
cntion.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen, in  the  year  1839,  he  entered 
the  Military  Academy  at  West 
Vnm\.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a 
jolid,  sensible  young  man  of  fair  abihties,  and  of 
sturdy,  honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank 
as  a  scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated,  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the  Mis- 
stsuri  Territory.  Twar  years  he  past  in  these  dreary 
solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  and  exasperating 
Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His  first 
battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no  chance  here 
for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or  heroism,  nor  at 
Resaca  de  la  Palma,  his  second  battle.  At  the  battle 
of  Monterey,  his  third  engagement,  it  is  said  that 
ae  performed  a  signal  service  of  daring  and  skillful 
horsemanship.  His  brigade  had  exhausted  its  am- 
munition. A  messenger  must  be  sent  for  more,  along 
a  route  exposed  to  the  bullets  of  the  foe.  Lieut. 
Grant,  adopting  an  expedient  learned  of  the  Indians, 
grasped  the  mane  of  his  horse,  and  hanging  upon  one 
side  of  the  anir<i>Al,  ran  the  gauntlet  in  entire  safety. 


From  Monterey  he  was  sent, with  the  fourth  infantry, 
TO  aid  Gen.  Scott,  at  the  siege  of  Vera  Cruz.  In 
preparation  for  the  march  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
was  appointed  quartermaster  of  his  regiment.  At  the 
battle  of  Molino  del  Rey,  he  was  promoted  to  a 
first  lieutenancy,  and  was  brevetted  captain  at  Cha- 
pultepec. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant  re- 
turned with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  and  was  again 
sent  to  one  of  the  military  posts  on  the  frontier.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California  causing  an  immense 
tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to  the  Pacific  shores,  Capt. 
Grant  was  sent  with  a  battalion  to  Fort  Dallas,  in 
Oregon,  for  the  protection  of  the  interests  of  the  im- 
migrants. Life  was  wearisome  in  those  wilds.  Capt. 
Grant  resigned  his  commission  and  returned  to  the 
States;  and  having  married,  entered  upon  the  cultiva- 
tion of  a  small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  had  but 
little  skill  as  a  famiet.  Finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering  into 
the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother,  at  Ga- 
lena, 111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As  the  tidings 
of  the  rebels  firing  on  Fort  Sumpter  reached  the  ears 
of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting-room,  he  said, — 
"Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me  for  the  army:  though 
I  have  served  him  through  one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that 
I  have  yet  repaid  the  debt.  I  am  still  ready  todiacharge 
my  obligations.  I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  tword 
and  see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too." 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of  vol- 
unteers, and  led  them  as  their  captain  to  Springfield, 
the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their  services  were 
offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Governor,  impressed  by 
the  zeal  and  straightforward  executive  ability  of  Capt. 
Grant,  gave  him  adesk  in  his  office,  to  assist  in  the 
volunteer  organization  that  was  being  formed  in  the 
State  in  behalf  of  the  Government.     On  the  isth  oi 
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June,  1 86 1,  Capt.  Grant  received  a  commission  as 
Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Vol- 
unteers. His  merits  as  a  West  Point  gpraduate,  who 
had  served  for  15  years  in  the  regular  army,  were  such 
that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier- 
General  and  was  placed  in  command  at  Cairo.  The 
rebels  raised  their  banner  at  Paducah,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Tennessee  River.  Scarcely  had  its  folds  ap- 
peared in  the  breeze  ere  Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The 
rebels  fled.  Their  banner  fell,  and  the  star  and 
stripes  were  unfurled  in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  service  with  great  determination 
and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This  was  the  be- 
ginning, and  until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Richmond 
he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy  with  great  vigor  and 
effectiveness.  At  Belmont,  a  few  days  later,  he  sur- 
prised and  routed  the  rebels,  then  at  Fort  Henry 
won  another  victory.  Then  came  the  brilliant  fight 
at  Fort  Donelson.  The  nation  was  electrified  by  the 
victory,  and  the  brave  leader  of  the  l)oys  in  blue  was 
immediately  made  a  Major-General,  and  the  military 
iistrict  of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  liim. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well  how 
to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  immediately 
Dushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then  came  the 
terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth,  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen.  Peniberton  made  an 
unconditional  surrender  of  the  city  with  over  thirty 
thousand  men  and  one-hundred  and  seventy-two  can- 
non. The  fall  of  Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most 
severe  blow  which  the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered, 
and  opened  up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf. 

Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown  from 
his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from  which  he 
was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then  rushed  to  the  aid 
of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas  at  Chattanooga,  and 
by  a  wonderful  series  of  strategic  and  technical  meas- 
ures put  the  Union  Army  in  fighting  condition.  Then 
followed  the  bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout 
Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him  un- 
bounded praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of  lieutenant- 
general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred  on  Gen.  Grant. 
He  repaired  to  Washington  to  receive  his  credentials 
and  enter  upon  lh«*  duties  of  his  new  office 


Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge  ol 
I  he  army  to  concentrate  the  widely-dispersed  National 
troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond,  the  nominal 
capital  of  the  Rebellion,  and  endeavor  there  to  de- 
stroy the  rebel  armies  which  would  be  promptly  as- 
sembled from  all  quarters  for  its  defence.  The  whole 
continent  seemed  to  tremble  under  the  tramp  of  these 
majestic  armies,  rushing  to  the  decisive  battle  field. 
Steamers  were  crowded  with  troops.  Railway  trains 
were  burdened  with  closely  packed  thousands.  His 
plans  were  comprehensive  and  involved  a  series  of 
campaigns,  which  were  executed  with  remarkable  en- 
ergy and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the  sur- 
render of  Lee,  April  9,  1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved.  The 
almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  Nation  declared  Gen. 
Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  instrument  in  its  sal- 
vation. The  eminent  services  he  had  thus  rendered 
the  countr)'  brought  him  conspicuously  forward  as  the 
Republican  candidate  for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Rei)ul)lican  Convention  held  at  Chicago. 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated  for  the 
Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election  received  a 
majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  214  out  of  294 
electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican  party 
which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  of  June,  1872, 
placed  Cien.  Grant  in  nomination  for  a  second  term 
by  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selection  was  emphati- 
cally indorsed  by  the  people  five  months  later,  292 
electoral  votes  being   cast   for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term,  Gen.  Grant 

started  ujxDn  his  famous  trip  around  the  world.     He 

visited  almost  every  country  of  the  civilized  world, 

and  was  everywhere   received   with    such   ovations 

and  demonstrations  of  respect   and   honor,   private 

as  well  as  public  and  official,  as  were  never  before 

bestowed  upon  any  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before  the 
Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for  a  re- 
nomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New  York  and 
embarked  in  the  brokerage  business  under  the  firm 
nameof  Grant  &  Ward.  The  latter  proved  a  villain, 
wrecked  Grant's  fortune,  and  for  larceny  was  sent  to 
the  penitenriary.  The  General  was  attacked  with 
cancer  in  the  throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like 
manner,  never  complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as 
General  of  the  Army  and  retired  by  Congress.  The 
cancer  soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23, 
1885,  the  nation  wenf  in  mourning  over  the  death  of 
the  illustrious  General. 
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UTHERFORD  B.  HAYES, 
nineteenth  President  of 
'ihe  United  States,  was  bom  in 
Delaware,  O.,  Oct.  4,  i8ai,  al- 
most three  months  after  the 
'■  death  of  his  father,  Rutherford 
Hayes.  His  ancestiy  on  both 
the  paternal  and  maternal  sides, 
was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter. It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said, 
as  farbackas  1380,  when  Hayes  and 
Rutherford  were  two  Scottish  chief- 
fighting  side  by  side  with 
Baliol,  AVilliam  Wallace  and  Robert 
Bruce.  Both  families  belonged  to  the 
nobility,  owned  extensive  estates, 
'  ^aA  Jud  a  large  following.  Misfor- 
fone  ovM<akiiig  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scot- 
^nd  in  16^0,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
Geoi^e  wa^.  bom  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  life.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter,  mar- 
ried Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of  his  mar- 
riage until  hjs  death  in  Simsbury,  Conn.  Ezekiel, 
son  of  Daniel,  was  bom  in  1734,  and  was  amanufac- 
tuierof  scythex  at  Biadfoid,  Conn.  Rutherford  Hayes, 
sonof  Ezetciel  and  grandfather  of  President  Hayes,  was 
bom  inNewHavcn,  in  August,  i>56.  He  was  a  farmer, 
blacksmith  and  tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to 
Vermont  at  an  unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro, 
where  be  established  a  hotel.  Here  his  son  Ruth- 
erford Hayes    the  father  of  Present  Hayes,  was 


born.  He  was  married,  in  September,  1S13,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors  emi- 
grated thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having  been 
among  the  wealthiest  and  best  famlies  of  Norwich. 
Her  ancestry  on  the  male  side  are  traced  back  to 
r635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the  principal  founders 
of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grandfathers  were  soldiers 
in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industrious 
frugal  and  opened-hearted  man.  He  was  of  a  me 
chanical  turn,  and  could  mend  a  plow,  knit  a  slock> 
ing,  or  do  almost  anything  else  that  he  choose  to 
undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Church,  active 
in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  town,  and  con- 
ducted his  business  on  Christian  principles.  After 
thecloseof  the  warof  1812,  for  reasons  inexplicable 
to  his  neighbors,  he  resolved  to  emigrate  to  Ohio. 

The  journey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  not  railways, 
was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  inspection  was 
first  made,  occupying  four  months.  Mr.  Hayes  deter 
rained  to  move  to  Delaware,  where  the  family  arrived 
in  i8r7.  He  died  July  z2,  1822,  a  victim  of  malarial 
fever,  less  than  three  months  before  the  birth  of  the 
son,ofwhom  we  now  write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  be- 
reavement, found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in 
her  brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from  Ver- 
mont, and  in  an  orphan  girl  whom  she  had  adopted 
some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Mrs.  Hayes  at  this  period  was  v?ry  weak,  and  the 
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subject  of  this  sketch  was  so  feeble  at  birth  that  he 
was  not  expected  to  live  beyond  a  month  or  two  at 
most.  As  the  months  went  by  he  grew  weaker  and 
weaker,  so  that  the  neighbors  were  in  the  habit  of  in- 
quiring from  time  to  time  "  if  Mrs.  Hayes'  baby  died 
iast  night. '  On  one  occasion  a  neighljor,  who  was  on 
f  imiliar  terms  with  the  family,  after  alluding  to  the 
l>oy*S  big  head,  and  the  mother's  assiduous  care  of 
aim,  said  in  a  bantering  way,  "  That's  right !  Stick  to 
ni.n.  You  have  got  him  along  so  far,  and  I  shouldn't 
vonder  if  he  would  really  come  to  something  yet." 

**  You  need  not  laugh,  *  said  Mrs.  Hayes.  **  You 
vait  and  see.  You  can't  tell  but  I  shall  make  him 
.Veiident  of  the  United  States  yet."  The  boy  lived, 
in  spite  of  the  universal  predictions  of  his  si)eedy 
death;  and  when,  in  1825,  his  older  brother  was 
drowned,  he  became,  if  possible,  still  dearer  to  his 
mother. 

The  boy  was  seven  years  old  before  he  wont  to 
school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neglected. 
He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his  mother  and 
:  :ster  as  he  would  have  done  at  school.  His  sports 
were  almost  wholly  within  doors,  his  playmates  being 
his  sister  and  her  associates.  These  circumstances 
tended,  no  doubt,  to  foster  that  gentleness  of  dis[)o- 
iition,  and  that  delicate  consideration  for  the  feelings 
of  others,  which  are  marked  traits  of  his   character. 

His  uncle  Sardis  Birchard  took  the  deei)est  interest 
in  his  education ;  and  as  the  boy's  health  had  im- 
proved, and  he  was  making  gcx^d  progress  in  his 
studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college.  His  pre- 
paration commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home;  bit  he 
was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  professor  in  the 
Wesleyan  University,  in  Middletown,  Conn.  He  en- 
tered Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at  the  age  of  sixteen, 
and  was  graduated  at  the  head  of  his  class  in   1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  lie  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Thomas  Sparrow,  Esq., 
in  Columbus.  Finding  his  op|X)rtunities  for  study  in 
Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  determined  to  enter 
the  Law  School  at  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  re- 
mained two  vears. 

In  1845,  after  graduatmg  at  the  Law  School,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  shortly 
afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  attorney-at-law 
with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fremont.  Here  he  re- 
mained three  years,  acquiring  but  a  limited  practice, 
and  apparently  unambitious  of  distinction  in  his  pro- 
Cession. 

^n  1849  he  moved  to  Cincmnati,  where  his  ambi- 
tion found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years,  how- 
ever, his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events,  occurring  at 
this  period,  had  a  ix)werful  influence  uix)n  his  subse- 
quent *ifc.  One  of  these  was  his  marrage  with  Miss 
Lucy  Ware  Webb,  daughter  of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of 
Chilicothe;  the  other  was  his  introduction  to  the  Cin- 
cinnati Literary  Club,  a  body  embracing  among  its 
members  such  men  as^hief  Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase, 


Gen.  John  Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many 
others  hardly  less  distinguished  in  after  life.  The 
marriage  was  a  fortunate  one  in  every  respect,  as 
ever)'body  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of  our 
Presidents  was  more  universally  admired,  reverenced 
and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and  no  one  did 
more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon  American  woman 
hood.  The  Literary  Cluo  brought  Mr.  Haye^  into 
constant  association  with  young  men  of  high  char- 
acter and  noble  aims,  and  lured  him  to  display  the 
qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his  bashfulne^s  and 
modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  office  of  Judge  d!* 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  but  he  declined  to  ac- 
cept the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  office  d 
city  solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City  Coiincil 
elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1 86 1,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was  at 
the  zenith  of  his  professional  Vf ,.  His  rank  at  the 
bar  was  among  the  the  first.  But  the  news  of  the 
attack  on  Fort  Sumpter  found  him  eager  to  take  -in 
anus  for  the  defense  of  his  country. 

His  military  record  was  bright  ard  illustrious.  In 
October,  186 1,  he  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and 
in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of  the  79th  Ohio 
rei'jment,  but  he  refused  to  leave  his  old  comrades 
and  go  among  strangers.  Subsequently,  however,  h^ 
was  made  Colonel  of  his  old  regiment  At  the  battle 
of  Soutli  Mountain  he  received  a  wound,  and  while 
faint  and  bleeding  dis^jlayed  courage  end  fortitude 
that  won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment,  after 
his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier-General,  and  placed 
m  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha  division, 
and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services  in  the  battles 
of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  he  was 
promoted  Brigadier-Cieneral.  He  was  also  brevetted 
Mapr-GcneraVforpallanl  and  distinguished  sen-ices 
during  the  campaigns  of  1864.  in  West  Virginia."  In 
the  course  of  liis  arduous  services,  four  horses  were 
shot  from  under  him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress,  from 
the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long&en  Dem- 
ocratic. He  was  not  present  during  the  campaign, 
and  after  his  election  was  importunSi  to  resign  his 
commission  in  the  army ;  but  he  finally  declared,  "  I 
shall  never  come  to  Washington  unril  I  can  come  by 
the  way  of  Richmond."  ?Ie  was  re-elected  in  1866. 

I.:  1867,  Gen  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of  Ohio^ 
over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  a  popular  Democrat. 
In  1869  was  re-elected  over  George  H.  Pendleton. 
He  was  elected  Governor  for  the  third  term  in  1875. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard  bearer  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and  after  a 
hard  long  contest  was  chosen  President,  and  was  in 
au unrated  Monday,  March  5,  1875.  He  served  his 
full  term,  not,  hcwever,  with  satisfaction  to  his  party, 
but  his  administration  was  an  average  o^.r^ 
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AMES  A.  GARl'lELD,  twen- 
tieth Presidentof  the  United 
States,  was  bom  Nov,  19, 
1831,  in  the  woodsof  Orange, 
Cuyahoga  Co.,  O  His  par- 
ents were  Abram  and  Eliza 
(Ballou)  Garfield,  both  of  New 
Ln(,land  ancestr)-  and  from  fami- 
bes  well  known  in  the  early  his- 
toiy  of  that  section  of  our  coun- 
trj,  bill  had  moved  to  the  Western 
Reserve,  in  Ohio,  early  in  its  settle- 
ment. 
The  house  in  which  James  A.  was 
1  was  not  unlike  the  houses  of 
[  [loor  dhio  farmers  of  that  day.  It 
lasabout  20x30  feet,  buil t  of  logs,  with  the  spaces  be- 
.i/een  the  logs  filled  wiih  clay.  His  father  was  a 
nard  working  farmer,  and  he  soon  had  his  fields 
.:leared,  an  orchard  planted,  and  a  log  barn  built. 
The  household  comprised  the  father  and  mother  and 
dieir  four  children — Mehelabel,  Thomas,  Mary  and 
Tames.  In  May,  182,1,  the  father,  from  a  cold  con- 
■Tacted  in  helping  to  put  out  a  farest  fiie,  died.  At 
this  time  James  W3s  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
rhomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps,  can 
tell  how  much  James  was  indei.ted  to  his  biolher's 
tdl  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twenty  years  suc- 
ceeding his  father's  death,  but  undoubtedly  very 
much.  He  now  lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  si s- 
■  lers  live  in  Solon,  O.,  near  theit  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  young  Garfield 
enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the  most  of 
ihem.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for  others,  did  car- 
penter work,  chopped  wood,  or  did  anything  that 
would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid  his  widowed 
mother  in  hf  ett'iggles  to  keep  the  little  family  to- 


gether. Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield  ever  ashamed  of  his 
origin,  and  he  never  forgot  the  friends  of  his  strug- 
gling childhood,  youth  and  manhood,  neither  did  they 
ever  forget  him.  When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor 
the  humblest  fjiend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindly 
greeted  as  evtr.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sureof  the 
sympathy  of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness 
of  wa;it  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple,  ulain, 
modest  gentleman. 

The  highest  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until  hi 
was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  a  captain  of 
a  vessel  on  Lake  Eiie.  He  was  anxious  to  go  aboard 
a  vessel,  which  his  mother  strongly  opposed.  She 
finally  consented  to  his  going  lo  Cleveland,  with  the 
understanding,  however,  that  he  should  try  to  obtair 
someolher  kind  of  employment.  He  walked  all  the 
way  to  Cleveland.  This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city 
Afier  making  many  applications  for  work,  and  trying 
to  get  aboard  a  lake  vessel,  and  not  meeting  with 
success,  he  engaged  .is  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
I^etcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal.  He  re- 
mained at  this  work  but  a  short  time  when  he  wen' 
home,  and  attended  the  seminar;'  at  Chester  for 
about  three  yearsi,  when  he  entered  Hiram  and  the 
Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few  terms  of  school  in 
the  meantime,  and  doing  other  work.  This  school 
was  started  by  the  Disciples  of  Christ  in  1850,  of 
which  church  he  was  then  a  member.  He  became 
janitor  and  bell-ringer  in  order  to  help  pay  his  way 
He  Ihen  became  both  teacher  and  pupil.  He  soon 
"  exhausted  Hiram  "  and  needed  more ;  hence,  in  the 
fall  of  1854,  he  entered  Williams  College,  from  whici' 
he  graduated  in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  h'»  - 
ors  of  his  class.  He  afterwards  returned  to  Hiram 
College  as  its  President.  As  above  stated,  he  early 
united  with  the  Christian  or  Diciples  Church  at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous  mem- 
l)er,  often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and  places  where 
he  happened  to  be.  Dr.  Noah  Porter,  President  o( 
Vale  College,  says  cf  him  in  reference  to  his  religion : 
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**  President  Garfield  was  more  than  a  man  of 
strong  moral  and  religious  convictions.  His  whole 
history,  from  boyhood  to  the  last,  shows  that  duty  to 
man  and  to  God,  and  devotion  to  Christ  and  life  and 
faith  and  spiritual  commission  were  controlling  springs 
of  his  being,  and  to  a  more  than  usual  degree.  In 
.ny  judgmenc  there  is  no  more  interesting  feature  of 
nis  character  than  his  loyal  allegiance  to  the  body  of 
Christians  in  which  he  was  trained,  and  the  fervent 
sympathy  which  he  ever  showed  in  their  Christian 
communion.  Not  many  of  the  few  *wise  and  mighty 
and  noble  who  are  called'  show  a  similar  loyalty  to 
the  less  stately  and  cultured  Christian  communions 
in  which  they  have  been  reared.  Too  often  it  is  true 
that  as  they  step  upward  in  social  and  political  sig- 
nificance they  step  upward  from  one  degree  to 
another  in  some  of  the  many  types  of  fashionable 
Christianity.  President  Garfield  adhered  to  the 
:hurch  of  his  mother,  the  church  in  which  he  was 
trained,  and  in  which  he  served  as  a  pillar  and  an 
evangelist,  and  yet  with  the  largest  and  most  unsec- 
<arian  charity  for  all  VholoveourLordin  sincerity.*" 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Lucretia  Rudolph,  Nov.  ii,  1858,  who  proved  herself 
worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom  all  the  world  loved  and 
mourned.  To  them  were  born  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  four  boys  and  one  girl. 

Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  ix)litical  speeches  in  1856, 
'n  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and  three 
years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  county  mass-meet- 
ings, and  became  the  favorite  speaker  wherever  he 
was.  During  this  year  he  was  elected  to  the  Ohio 
Senate.  He  also  began  to  study  law  at  Cleveland, 
and  in  1861  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  great 
Rebellion  broke  out  in  the  early  part  of  this  year, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once  resolved  to  fight  as  he  had 
talked,  and  enlisted  to  defend  the  old  flag.  He  re- 
ceived his  commission  as  Lieut. -Colonel  of  the  Forty- 
second  Regiment  of  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  Aug. 
14,  1861.  He  was  immediately  put  into  active  ser- 
vice, and  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action, 
was  placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalry,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  officer 
^^Humphrey  Marshall)  reputed  to  be  the  ablest  of 
those,  not  educated  to  war  whom  Kentucky  had  given 
to  the  Rebellion.  This  work  was  bravely  and  speed- 
ily accomplished,  although  against  great  odds.  Pres- 
ident Lincoln,  on  his  success  commissioned  him 
Brigadier-General,  Jan.  10,  1862;  and  as  "he  had 
been  the  youngest  man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  years 
before,  so  now  he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the 
army.*  He  was  with  Gen.  Buell's  army  at  Shiloh, 
in  its  operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Court-Martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen.  Fitz-John 
Porter.  He  was  then  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  and  was  assigned  to  the  "  Chief  of  Staff. " 

The  military  history  of  Gen.  Garfield  closed  with 


his  brilliant  services  at  Chickamauga,  where  he  won 
the  stars  of  the  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part  Gev  Garfield  wa» 
elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862  from  the 
Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of  Ohio 
had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty  years 
mainly  by  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and  Joshua 
R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  struggle  that  he 
resigned  his  place  in  the  aniiy.  At  the  time  he  en- 
tered Congress  he  was  the  youngest  member  in  that 
body.  Ther<  he  remained  by  successive  re- 
elections  until  he  was  elected  President  in  1880. 
Of  his  labors  in  Congress  Senator  Hoar  says :  '*  Since 
the  year  1864  you  cannot  think  of  a  question  whici. 
has  been  debated  in  Congress,  or  discussed  before  u 
tribunel  of  the  American  people,  in  regard  to  whict 
you  will  not  find,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argu^ 
ment  on  one  side  stated,  in  almost  every  instance 
better  than  by  anybody  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings  by 
Mr.  Garfield." 

Uix)n  Jan.  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elected  to 
the  C.  S.  Senate,  and  on  the  eighth  of  June,  of  the 
same  year,  was  nominated  as  the  candidate  of  his 
j)arty  for  President  at  the  great  Chicago  Convention. 
He  was  elected  in  the  following  November,  and  on 
March  4,  1881,  was  inaugurated.  Probably  no  ad- 
ministration ever  opened  its  existence  under  brighter 
auspices  than  that  of  President  Garfield,  and  every 
ilay  it  grew  in  favo.'  with  the  people,  and  by  the  first 
of  July  he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  pre- 
liminary work  of  his  administration  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Williams 
College.  While  on  his  way  and  at  the  depot,  in  com- 
pany with  Secretary  Blaine,  a  man  stepped  behind 
him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired  directly  at  his  back. 
The  President  tottered  and  fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the 
assassin  fired  a  second  shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the 
left  coat  sleeve  of  his  victim,  but  inflicting  no  farther 
injury.  It  has  been  very  truthfully  said  that  this  was 
'*  the  shot  that  was  heard  round  the  world  "  Never 
before  in  the  history  of  the  Nation  had  anything  oc- 
curred which  so  nearly  froze  the  blood  of  the  pcop!e 
for  the  moment,  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was  smit- 
ten on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his  life,  and 
was  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For  eighty 
days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July  and  August, 
he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  however,  remained 
master  of  himself  till  the  last,  and  by  his  magnificent 
bearing  was  teaching  the  country  and  the  world  the 
noblest  of  human  lessons — how  to  live  grandly  in  the 
very  clutch  of  death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpass- 
ingly great  in  death.  He  passed  serenely  away  Sept, 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J.,  on  the  very  bank  of  the 
ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  previous.  The 
world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  never  had  done  on  the 
death  of  any  other  man  who  had  ever  lived  upon  it. 
The  murderer  was  duly  tried,  found  guilty  and  cxe- 
cuted,  in  one  year  after  he  committed  the  foul  deed 
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f  HESTER  A.  ARTHUR, 
Ltwenty-first  Presi^-.m  of  the 
"United  States  was  bom  in 
inklinCourty,  Vermont,  on 
the  fifiliofOdober,  1830,  and  is 
the  oldeit  of  a  family  of  two 
sons  and  five  daughters.  His 
father  was  the  Rev.  Dr.  William 
Arthur,  aBapiistd-fgypianiWhi- 
emigr;ited  to  tb'.s  country  from 
the  county  Ant.im,  Ireland,  in 
Is  tSth  yeari  and  died  in  1875,  in 
I  Newtonville,  neai  Albany,  after  a 
ong  and  successful  ministry- 
Young  Arthur  was  educated  at 
Union  CoHege,  S<  henectady,  where 
he  excelled  in  all  his  studies.  Af- 
r  his  graduation  he  taught  school 
J  in  Venuoiit  for  two  years,  and  at 
■  the  expiration  of  that  time  came  to 
New  York,  with  $5°"  '"  f"'*  [Jocket, 
and  e.itered  the  office  of  ex-Judge 
E.  D.  Culver  as  student.  After 
I  lieing  adjnilted  to  llie  bar  he  formed 
■  putiieiship  with  his  intimate  friend  and  room-mate, 
Heniy  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  intention  of  practicing 
b  the  West,  and  for  three  months  they  roamed  about 
a  the  WeBtem  States  in  search  of  an  eligible  site, 
bat  in  the  end  returned  to  New  York,  where  they 
hung  oat  thdr  shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  success^ 
fal  career  almost  from  the  start.  General  Arthur 
toon  afterward  nuurr'^  the  daughter  of  lieutenant 


Hemdon,  of  the  United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at 
sea.  Congress  voted  a  gold  medal  to  liis  widow  in 
recognition  of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr.  Arthur's 
nomination  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  leaving  two 
children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celebriiy 
in  his  Urst  great  case,  the  famous  Lemmon  suit, 
brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves  who  had  ' 
been  declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  the  Superior 
Court  of  New  York  City.  It  was  in  1852  that  Jon. 
athan  Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to  New  York  with 
his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them  to  Texas,  when 
they  were  discovered  and  freed.  The  Judge  decided 
that  they  could  not  be  held  by  the  owner  under  the 
Fugitive  Slave  Law,  A  howl  of  rage  went  up  from 
the  South,  and  the  Virginia  Legislature  authorized  the 
Attorney  General  of  that  Stale  to  assist  in  an  appeal. 
VVm.  M.  Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed 
to  represent  the  People,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  Charles  O'Conor  here  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  slave-holders,  but  he  too  was  beaten  by  Messrs 
Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long  step  was  taken  toward 
the  emancipation  of  tlie  black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  General 
Arthur  in  the  same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jennings. 
a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  off  a  Fourth 
Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had  paid  Jierfare. 
General  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf,  and  secured  a 
verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next  day  the  compa- 
ny issued  an  order  to  admit  colored  persons  to  ride 
on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car  companies  quickly 
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followed  their  example.  Before  that  the  Sixth  Ave- 
nue Company  ran  a  few  special  cars  for  colored  per- 
sons and  the  other  lines  refused  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 
General  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge-Advocate  of  the 
Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Gov- 
ernor Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  him  Engineer- 
in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1861,  he  was  made  Insi)ec- 
tor  General,  and  soon  afterward  became  Quartermas- 
ter-General. In  each  of  these  offices  he  rendered 
great  service  to  the  Government  during  the  war.  At 
the  end  of  Governor  Morgan's  term  he  resumed  the 
practice  of  the  law,  forming  a  partnership  with  Mr. 
Ransom,  and  then  Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney 
of  New  York,  was  added  to  the  finn.  The  legal  prac- 
tice of  this  well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucra- 
tive, each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  were  able 
lawyers,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputation,  if 
not  indeed  one  of  national  extent. 

He  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State  and  city 
politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
New  York  by  President  Grant,  Nov.  21  1872,  to  suc- 
ceed Thomas  Murphy,  and  held  the  office  until  July, 
?o,  1878,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the  famous 
National  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago  in 
June,  1880.  This  was  perhaps  the  greatest  political 
convention  that  ever  assembled  on  the  continent.  It 
was  composed  of  the  bading  politicians  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  all  able  men,  and  each  stood  firm  and 
fought  vigorously  and  with  signal  tenacity  for  their 
respective  candidates  that  were  before  the  conven- 
tion for  the  nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  re- 
ceived the  nomination  for  President  and  Gen.  Arthur 
for  Vice-President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  history  of 
our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  standard-bearer  of 
the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular  man,  and  his 
party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his  election. 

Finally  the  election  came  and  the  country's  choice 
.vas  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  inaugurated 
vVlarch  4,  1881,  as  President  and  Vice-President. 
K  few  months  only  had  passed  ere  the  newly  chosen 
President  was  the  victim  of  the  assassin's  bullet.  Then 
came  terrible  weeks  of  suffering,— those  moment*  of 
anxious  suspense,  when  the  hearts  of  all  civilised  na- 


tions were  throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  re 
covery  of  the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remark- 
able patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible  suf- 
fering man  has  often  been  called  upon  to  endure,  was 
seemingly  more  than  human.  It  was  certainly  God- 
like. During  all  this  period  of  deepest  anxiety  Mr, 
Arthur's  every  move  was  watched,  and  be  it  said  to  his 
credit  that  his  every  action  displayed  only  an  earnest 
desire  that  the  suffering  Garfield  might  recover,  to 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  term  he  had  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  Not  a  selfish  feeling  was  manifested 
in  deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  |X)sition  in  the  worid  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President  Gar- 
field from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as  never 
before  in  its  history  over  the  death  of  any  other 
man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the  duty  of 
the  Vice  President  to  Lssume  the  responsibilities  of 
the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath  in  New  York, 
Sept.  20,  1 88 1.  The  i)osition  was  an  embarrassing 
one  to  him,  made  doubly  so  from  the  facts  that  all 
eyes  were,  on  him,  anxious  to  know  what  he  would  do, 
what  i)olicy  he  would  pursue,  and  who  he  would  se- 
lect as  advisers.  The  duties  of  the  office  had  been 
greatly  neglected  during  the  President's  long  illness, 
and  many  imix)rtant  measures  were  to  be  immediately 
decided  l)y  him ;  and  still  farther  to  embarrass  him  he 
did  not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many  on 
this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances  President 
Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Government  in  his  own 
hands;  and,  as  embarrassing  as  were  the  condition  of 
affairs,  he  happily  surprised  the  nation,  acting  sc 
wisely  that  but  few  criticised  his  administration. 
He  served  the  nation  well  and  faithfully,  until  the 
close  of  his  administration,  March  4,  1885,  and  was 
a  popular  candidate  before  his  party  for  a  second 
term.  His  name  was  ably  presented  before  the  con- 
vention  at  Chicago,  and  was  received  with  great 
favor,  and  doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity 
of  one  of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have 
been  selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party 
for  another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wishes  of  the  American  pec- 
pie  whom  he  had  served  in  a  manner  satisfactorv 
to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself. 
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TEPHEN  GROVER  CLEVE- 

I  AND,lhelwenty-second  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  was 
born  in  1837,  in  Iliu  obscure 
town  of  Cnldwell,  Essex  Co., 
N,  J.,  and  in  a  little  iwo-and-a- 
half-Btory  white  house  which  is  still 
standing,  characteristically  to  mark 
the  humble  birth-place  of  one  of 
America's  great  men  in  striking  con- 
tiust  with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in 
origin  and  born  in  the  cradle  of 
wealth.  When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his 
Xalber,  who  was  a  Presbyterian  min- 
ister, with  a  large  family  and  a  small  salary,  moved, 
by  way  o;'  the  Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to 
Fayetteville,  in  search  of  an  increased  income  and  a 
'arger  field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
itra^ling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles  from 
Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour  was  born. 

At  the  last  mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  "  good,  old  fashioned 
way,"  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after  the 
aianner  of  all  village  boys,  in  doing  the  things  he 
ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  distinguishing  trait  of 
all  geniuses  and  independent  thinkers.  When  he 
arrived  at  the  age  of  14  years,  he  had  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  village  school  and  expressed  a  most 


emphatic  desire  to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this 
his  father  decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  those 
days  cost  money;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him  to 
become  self-sup]mrting  by  the  quickest  possible 
means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayetteville  seemed 
to  be  a  position  in  a  country  store,  where  his  father 
and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had  considerable 
influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid  $50  for  his  services 
tlie  first  year,  and  if  be  proved  trustworthy  he  was  to 
receive  Jioo  the  second  year.  Here  the  lad  com- 
menced liis  career  as  salesman,  and  in  two  years  he 
bad  earned  so  good  a  reputation  for  trustworthiness 
that  his  employers  desired  to  retain  him  for  an  in. 
definite  length  of  time.  Otherwise  he  did  not  ex- 
hibit as  yet  any  particular  "flashes  of  genius"  or 
eccentricities  of  talent.  He  was  simply  a  good  boy. 
But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  firm  in  Fayette- 
ville,  he  went  with  the  family  in  their  removal  to 
Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  attending  a 
high  school.  Here  he  industriously  pursued  his 
studies  until  the  family  removed  with  him  to  a  point 
on  Black  River  known  as  the  "  Holland  Patent,"  a 
village  of  500  or  600  people,  15  miles  north  of  Uiica, 
N.  Y.  At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching 
but  three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  family, 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  Vork  Ciiy  to  accept,  at  a 
small  salary,  the  |)osition  of  "  i:nder-teacher  "  in  an 
asylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully  for  two 
years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good  reputation  in 
this  capacity,  he  concluded  that  teaching  was  not  his 
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calling  foi  life,  and,  reversing  the  traditional  order, 
ne  left  the  city  to  seek  his  fortune,  instead  of  going 
to  a  city.  He  first  thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as 
rh^re  was  some  charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but 
before  proceeding  to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to 
isk  the  advice  of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted 
stock-breeder  of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not 
rj)eak  enthusiastically.  "What  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?"  he  asked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
law,"  was  the  reply.  "Good  gracious!"  remarked 
the  old  gentleman ;  "  do  you,  indeed  ?  What  ever  put 
that  into  your  head?  How  much  money  have  you 
got?*    -"Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I  haven't  got 
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After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him  a 
p? ace  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at  $50  a 
year,  while  he  could  "  look  around."  One  day  soon 
afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  office  of  Rogers, 
Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and  told  Ihem  what  he 
wanted.  A  number  of  young  men  were  already  en- 
gaged in  the  office,  but  Grover's  persistency  won,  and 
ne  was  finally  permitted  to  come  as  an  office  boy  and 
Have  the  use  of  the  law  library,  for  the  nominal  sum 
of  $3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  tliis  he  had  to  pay  for 
his  board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  bis 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and,  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair  and  his  overcoat — he  had 
none — yet  he  was  nevertheless  prompt  and  regular. 
On  the  first  day  of  his  service  here,  his  senior  em- 
ployer threw  down  a  copy  of  Blackstone  before  him 
with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust  fly,  saying  **  That's 
where  they  all  begin."  A  titter  ran  around  the  little 
circle  of  clerks  and  students,  as  they  thought  that 
was  enough  to  scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans  ; 
out  indue  time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleveland 
exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather  than  for 
chasing  principles  through  all  their  metaphysical 
possibilities.  "  Let  us  quit  talking  and  go  and  do 
t,"  was  practically  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland  was 
elected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  Co.,  N.  Y.,  in 
which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such  capacity  it  fell 
\o  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  pi'-'.ishment  upon  two 
caminals.  In  1881  he  was  elected  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Buffalo,  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  with  es- 
pecial reference  to  the  bringing  about  certain  reforms 


in  the  administration  of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that 
city.     In  this  office,  as  well  as  that  of  Sheriff,  his 
l^erformance  of  duty  has  generally  been  considered 
fair,  with  possibly  a  few  exceptions  which   were  fer- 
reted out  and  magnified  during  the  last  Presidential 
campaign.     As  a  specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an  inioui- 
tous  street-cleaning  contract:    "This  is  a  time  foi 
plain  speech,  and  ray  objection  to  your  action  shall 
be  plainly  stated.     I  regard  it  as  the  culmination  of 
a  mos  bare-faced,  impudent  and  shameless  scheme 
to  betray  the  interests  of  the  people  and  to  worse 
than  squander  the  people's  money."    The  New  York 
Sun  afterward  very  highly  commended  Mr.  Cleve- 
land's administration  as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  there- 
uix)n  recommended  him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire 
State.     To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in   1882, 
and  his   administration  of  the  affairs  of  Stale  was 
generally  satisfactory.     The   mistakes   he   made»  if 
;iny,  were  made  very  public  throughout  the  nation 
after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the  United 
States.     For  this  high  office  he  was  nominated  July 
II,  1884,  by  the  National  Democratic  Convention  at 
(Chicago,  when  other  competitors  were  Thomas  P. 
l^ayard,  Roswell  P.  Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc.;  and  he 
was  elected  by  the  people,  by  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Repub- 
lican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.     President  Cleve- 
land resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New  York  in 
January,  1885,  in  order  to  prepare  for  his  duties  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United  States,  in  which 
capacity  his  term  commenced  at  noon  on  the  4th  ot 
March,  1885.     For  his  Cabinet  officers  he  selected 
the  following  gentlemen:      For  Secretary  of  State, 
Thomas  Y,  Bayard,  of  Delaware ;  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  Daniel  Manning,  of  New  York ;  Secretary 
of  War,  William  C.   Endicott,    of   Massachusetts; 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  William  C.  Whitney,  of  New 
York ;  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar,  of 
Mississippi;  Postmaster-General,  William  F.  Vilas, 
of  Wisconsin ;  Attorney-General,  A.  H.  Garland,  of 
Arkansas. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy  be- 
tween those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  continuance  of 
silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  opposed,  Mr. 
Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter,  even  beforr  his 
inauguration. 
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5ENJAMIN  HARRISON,  the 
'..wenty-thirt]  President,  is 
V-  the  deacendaot  of  one  of  the 
/  historical  families  of  this 
country.  The  head  of  the 
family  was  a  Major  General 
Harrison,  one  of  Oliver 
Cromwell's  trusted  follow- 
^nd  fighters.  In  the  zenitb  of  Crom- 
well's power  it  became  the  duty  of  this 
Harrison  to  participate  in  the  trial  of 
Charles  I,  and  afternani  to  sign  the 
dcaib  warrant  of  the  king.  He  subse- 
quently p:\id  for  this  wilh  his  life,  l>eing 
hung  Uc'L.  13,  16G0.  Hie  descendants 
a  to  America,  and  the  next  of  the 
family  thnt  appears  in  history  is  Renja- 
Tin  riarrison,  of  Virginia, great-grand- 
father of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and 
after  wtiom  be  was  named.  Benjamin  Harrison 
was  a  member  of  the  ContinenUl  Congress  during 
tbe  years  i77<-5-6,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
signers  of  tlie  Declarution  of  Independence.  He 
wmc  three  times  elected  Governor  of  Virginia. 
Gen    William  Ileniy  Harrison,  the  son  of  the 


distinguished  patriot  of  tbe  Revolution,  after  a  sac 
cessful  career  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of  1812, 
and  with -a  clean  record  as  Governor  of  ttie  North- 
western Territory,  was  elected  Fresident  of  the 
United  States  in  1840.  His  career  was  cut  short 
by  death  within  one  month  after  his  inauguration. 
President  Harrison  was  bom  at  North  Beud, 
Hamilton  Co.,  Ohio,  Aug.  9.0, 1833.  His  life  npto 
the  time  of  his  graduation  by  tbe  Miami  University, 
at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  tbe  uneventful  one  of  a  coun- 
try lad  of  a  family  of  small  means.  His  father  was 
able  to  give  bim  a  good  education,  and  nothing 
more.  He  became  engaged  wbQe  at  college  to  *l\t 
daughter  of  Dr.  Scott,  Principal  of  a  female  schoo 
at  Oxford.  After  graduating  be  determined  to  en- 
tcr  uix>n  the  study  of  the  law.  He  went  to  Cin 
sinnati  and  then  read  taw  for  two  years.  At  Iht 
expiration  of  that  time  young  Harrison  received  tt . 
only  inheritance  of  his  life ;  bis  aunt  dying  left  bin. 
a  lot  valued  at  tSOO.  He  regarded  this  legacy  as  b 
fortune,  and  decided  to  get  married  at  once,  talu 
this  money  and  go  to  some  Eastern  town  on '.  oe- 
gio  tbe  practice  of  law.  He  sold  his  lot,  and  with 
the  money  in  bis  pocket,  he  started  out  witti  bis 
young  wife  to  fight  for  a  place  !n  thp  world,     ^e 
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4cri<led  to  go  to  Indianapolis,  which  was  even  at 
iliiit  time  a  town  of  promise.  lie  met  with  slight 
encouragement  at  first,  making  scarcely  anything 
the  first  year.  He  worker!  diligently,  applying  him- 
self closely  to  his  calling,  built  up  an  extensive 
piaetice  and  took  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  pro- 
.?sbion.     He  is  the  father  of  two  children. 

In  18GC  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  and  ♦^'len  be- 
gan his  experience  as  a  stump  speuke*  He  can- 
vassed the  State  thoroughly,  and  was  elected  by  a 
handsome  majority.  In  1862  he  raised  the  ITlli 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  chosen  its  Colonel.  His 
regiment  was  composed  of  the  rawest  of  material, 
out  Col.  Harrison  employed  all  his  time  at  Hist 
mastering  military  tactics  and  drilling  liis  nioii, 
when  he  therefore  came  to  move  toward  the  iOast 
with  Sherman  his  regiment  was  one  of  the  hest 
grilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At  Ucsaca  \\v 
especially  distinguished  himself,  and  fur  his  bravery 
rt  Peachtree  Creek  he  was  made  a  Bri<2:adier  (ien- 
'  ral.  Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of  him  in  the  most 
complimentary  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the  field 
he  Supreme  Court  declared   the  ollioe  of  tlie  Su- 
preme Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another  person 
was  elected  to  the  position.   From  the  time  of  leav- 
irg  Indiana  with  his  regiment  until  the  fall  ot  1  .s(M 
ne  ha<l  taken  no  leave  of  absence,  but  having  ])een 
nominated  that  year  for  the  same  otlice.  he  got  a 
thirty -day  leave  of  absence,  and  durin;;  tli:it  tiin*' 
made  a  brilliant  canvass  of  the  State,  and  was  elected 
for  another  terra.     He  then  started  to  rejoin  Sher- 
!Lan,  but  on  the  way  was  stricken  down  with  scarlet 
ever,  and  after  a  most  trying  siege  made  his  wny 
:o  the  front  in  time   to  participate  in  the  closing 
ccidents  of  the  war 

In  l8G8Gen.  Harrison  decbned  re-election  as 
•pporter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law  in  187r> 
:.e  was  a  candidate  for  Governor.  Alth<.>'igh  de- 
eated,  the  brilliant  campaign  he  made  won  , or  him 
1  National  reputation,  and  he  was  much  sought,  es- 
)ecia:.v  in  the  East,  to  make  speeches.  In  18s(), 
as  usual,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  campaign, 
Nnd  rr;.  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate.  Here 
ue  served  six  years,  anr  ras  known  as  one  o;  th.* 
iblest  men,  best  lawyer-^  ^nd  strongest   debaters  in 
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that  body.     With  the  expiration  of  his  Senaloni.: 
term  he  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
b(»coming  the  head  of  one  of  the  strongest  firms  :n  . 
the  State. 

The  political  campaign  of  1888  was  one  of  the 
iiiost  memorable  in  the  history  of  our  country.   The 
convention  which  assembled  in  Chicago  in  June  and 
named   Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  standard   bearer 
of  the  Republican  party,  was  great  in  every  i»rtic- 
nlar,  and  on  this  account,  and  the  attitude  it  as- 
sumed  n^on  the  vital  questions  of  the  day,  chief 
among  which  was  the  tariff,  awoke  a  deep  interest 
in  the  canipaign  throughout  the  Nation.     Shortly 
after  the  nomination  delegations  began  to  visit  Mr. 
Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his  home.     This  move- 
ment became  popular,  and  from  all  sections  of  the 
country  societies,  clubs  and  delegations  journeyed 
thither  to  pay  their  respects  to  the  distinguishe<l 
stitesnian.       The  popularity  of  these  was  greatly 
increased  on  account  of  the  remarkable  si>eeches 
made  by  Mr.  Harrison.     He  spoke  daily  all  through 
the  snninier  and  autumn  to  these   visiting  delega- 
tions, and  so  varie<l,  masterly  and   eloquent  were 
his  speech(;s  that  they  at  once  placed  him   in   the 
f(>reniost  rank  of  American  oratora  and  statesmen. 

On  neeonnt  of  his  eUxpience  as  a  speaker  and  his 
powrr  as  a  debater,  he  was  called  upon  at  an  un- 
coi.nionly  eari y  aire  to  take  part  in  the  discussion 
of  the  i^reat  (piestions  that  thou  l)egan  Ij  agitate 
the  coiintrv.  He  was  an  uncompromising  ant: 
shivery  man,  and  was  mat<^'hed  against  some  of  olie 
n.(»l  eminent  Democratic  sixiakers  of  his  Statt. 
No  man  wiio  fell  the  touch  of  his  blade  de::red  t- 
be  pitied  with  him  again.  With  all  his  eloq-'ence 
as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  oratorical  effect, 
bnt  his  words  always  went  like  bullets  to  the  mark 
He  is  purely  American  in  his  ideas  and  is  a  spier 
did  tyi)c  of  the  American  statesman.  Gifted  wit'i, 
<iuick  i)erception,  a  logical  mind  and  a  ready  tongue, 
lie  is  one  of  tlie  most  distinguished  impromptu 
speakers  in  the  Nation.  Many  of  these  speeches 
sparkled  with  the  rarest  of  eloquenceand  contained 
argnments  (,f  greatest  weight.  Many  of  his  terse 
statement,s  have  already  become  aphorisms.  Origi- 
n^'l  in  thought,  precise  Lx  logic,  terse  m  statement. 
Vi't  withni  faultless  in  e'  r  nence,  lie  is  recognized  as 
thesouiMl  state.sman  and  brijiian*  orator  o'-  tac  day 
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TEPHEN  T.  MASON,  the 
S^first  Oovcniorof  Michigan,  was 
i  so  of  GeiK  John  T.  Mason, 
/  af  Kentucky,  but  was  Uoni  \.\ 
Virginia,  in  1812.  At  llie  age 
■  af  19  he  was  appointed  Secre- 
of  Michigan  Territory,  and 
ed  m  that  capacity  during  the 
1  imstralion  of  Gov.  George  li. 
jrer  Upon  the  death  of  Gov. 
e  whtchoccurredon  the6th  of 
July,  1834,  Mr.  Mason  became  Act- 
ing Covemor.  Ib  October,  1835,  he 
iva-;  ulscted  Governor  under  the  State 
org-iiiizalion,  and  immediately  en- 
tered jpon  the  perfomiance  of  the 
'  duties  of  the  office,  although  the 
State  was  not  yet  admitted  into  the  Union.  After 
the  State  was  admitted  into  the  Union,  Governor 
Mason  was  re-elected  to  the  ix>sition,  and  served  with 
credit  to  himself  and  lo  the  advantage  of  the  Stale. 
He  died  Jan.  4,  1843.  The  principal  event  during 
Governor  Mason's  official  career,  was  that  arising  from 
the  disputed  southern  boundary  of  the  State. 

Michigan  claimed  for  her  southern  boundary  a  line 
running  cast  across  the  peninsula  from  the  extreme 
southeni  point  of  Lake  Michigan,  extending  through 
i^ake  Erie,  to  the  Pennsylvania  line.  This  she 
claimed  as  a  vested  right — a  right  accruing  to  her  by 
compact.  This  compact  was  the  ordinance  of  1787. 
Jie  parties  to  which  were  the  original  13  Slates,  and 
the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio ;  and,  by  the  suc- 
cession of  parties  under  statutory  amendments  to  the 
ordinance  and  laws  of  Congress — the  United  Stales  on 
the  one  part,  and  each  Territory  northwest  of  the 
(»hiO,  as  far  as  alTecIed  by  iheir   provisions,  on    ihe 


other.  Michigan,  therefore,  claimed  it  under  the  prior 
grant,  or  assignation  of  boundary. 

Ohio,  on  the  other  hand,  claimed  that  the  ordinance 
had  been  superseded  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Slates,  and  that  Congress  had  a  right  to  regu- 
laie  tin;  l)Oundary.  It  was  also  claimed  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  State  of  Ohio  having  described  a 
different  line,  and  Congress  having  admitted  the  Slate 
under  that  Constitution,  without  mentioning  the  sub- 
ject of  ihe  line  in  dispute.  Congress  had  thereby  given 
its  consent  to  the  line  as  laid  down  by  the  Constitu- 
tion of  Ohio.  This  claim  was  urged  by  Ohio  at 
some  i>eriods  of  the  controversy,  but  at  others  she  ap- 
peared to  regard  the  question  unsettled,  by  the  fact 
that  she  insisted  upon  Congress  taking  action  in  re- 
gard lo  the  boundary.  Accordingly,  we  find  thai,  in 
1812,  Congress  authorized  the  Surveyor-General  to 
survey  a  line,  agreeably  to  the  act,  lo  enable  the  people 
of  Ohio  to  form  a  Constitution  and  State  government. 
Owing  to  Indian  hostilities,  however,  the  line  was  not 
run  till  r8i8.  In  i8zo,  the  question  in  dispute 
underwent  a  rigid  examination  by  the  Committee  on 
Pubhc  Lands.  The  claim  of  Ohio  was  strenuously 
urged  by  her  delegation,  and  as  ably  opposed  by  Mr. 
Woodbridge,  the  then  delegate  from  Michigan.  The 
result  was  that  the  committee  decided  unanimously 
in  favor  of  Michigan;  but,  in  the  hurry  of  business, 
no  action  was  taken  by  Congress,  and  the  question 
remained  open  till  Michigan  organized  her  State  gov- 

The  Territory  in  dispute  is  about  five  miles  in 
width  at  the  west  end,  and  about  eight  miles  in  width 
at  the  east  end,  and  extends  along  the  whole  north- 
ern line  of  Ohio,  west  of  Lake  Erie.  The  line  claimed 
by  Michigan  was  known  as  the  "  Fullon  line,"  and 
that  claimed  by  Ohio  was  known  as  the  "  Harris  line,' 
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from  the  names  of  the  surveyors.  The  territory  was 
valuable  for  its  rich  agricultural  lands;  but  the  chief 
value  consisted  in  the  fact  that  the  harbor  on  the 
Maumee  River,  where  now  stands  the  flourishing  city 
of  Toledo,  was  included  within  its  limits  The  town 
originally  bore  the  name  of  Swan  Creek,  afterwards 
Port  Lawrence,  then  Vestula,  and  then  Toledo. 

In  February,  1835,  the  Legislature  of  Ohio  passed 
an  act  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  over 
the  territory  in  question;  erected  townships  and 
directed  them  to  hold  elections  in  April  following.  It 
also  directed  Governor  Lucus  to  appoint  three  com- 
missioners to  survey  and  re-mark  the  Harris  line ;  and 
named  the  first  of  April  as  the  day  to  commence  the 
survey.  Acting  Governor  Mason,  however,  anticipated 
this  action  on  the  part  of  the  Ohio  Legislature,  sent 
a  special  message  to  the  Legislative  Council,  appris- 
ing it  of  Governor  Lucas'  message,  and  advised  imme- 
diate action  by  that  body  to  anticipate  and  counteract 
the  proceedings  of  Ohio.  Accordingly,  on  the  1 2th 
of  February,  the  council  passed  an  act  making  it  a 
crimmal  offence,  punishable  by  a  heavy  fine,  or  im- 
prisonment, for  any  one  to  attempt  to  exercise  any 
official  functions,  or  accept  any  office  within  the  juris- 
diction of  Michigan,  under  or  by  virture  of  ;iny  au- 
thority not  derived  from  the  Territory,  or  the  Ignited 
.States.  On  the  9th  of  March,  Governor  Mason  wrote 
General  Brown,  then  in  command  of  the  Michigan 
militia,  directing  him  to  hold  himself  in  readiness  to 
meet  the  enemy  in  the  field  in  case  any  attempt  was 
made  on  the  part  of  Ohio  to  carr}-  out  the  provisions 
of  that  act  of  the  Legislature.  On  the  31st  of  March, 
Governor  Lucus,  with  his  commissioners,  arrived  at 
Perrysburgh,  on  their  way  to  commence  re-surveying 
the  Harris  line.  He  was  accompanied  by  General 
Bell  and  staff,  of  the  Ohio  Militia,  who  proceeded  to 
muster  a  volunteer  force  of  alxjut  600  men.  This 
was  soon  accomplished,  and  the  force  fully  armed  and 
equipped.  The  force  then  went  into  cam^)  at  Fort 
Miami,  to  await  the  Governor's  orders. 

In  the  meantime.  Governor  Mason,  with  General 
Brown  and  staff,  had  raised  a  force  800  to  1200 
strong,  and  were  in  ix)ssession  of  Toledo.  General 
Brown's  Staff  consisted  of  Captain  Henry  Smith,  of 
Monroe,  Inspector;  Major  J.  J.  Ullman,  of  Con- 
stantine.  Quartermaster;  William  E.  Broadman,  of 
Detroit,  and  Alpheus  Felch,  of  Monroe,  Aids-de- 
camp. When  Governor  Lucas  observed  the  deter- 
mined bearing  of  the  Michigan  braves,  and  took  note 


of  their  number,  he  found  it  convenient  to  content 
himself  for  a  time  with  "  watching  over  the  border. ■* 
Several  days  were  passed  in  this  exhilarating  employ- 
ment, and  just  as  Governor  Lucas  had  made  up  his 
mind  to  do  something  rash,  two  commissioners  ar- 
rived from  Washington  on  a  mission  of  |)eace.  They 
remonstrated  with  Gov.  Lucus,  and  reminded  him  of 
the  consequences  to  himself  and  his  State  if  he  per- 
sisted in  his  attempt  to  gain  possession  of  the  disputed 
territory  by  force.  After  several  conferences  with 
both  governors,  the  conmiissioners  submitted  pro\X)si- 
tions  for  their  consideration. 

Governor  Lucas  at  once  accepted  the  propositions, 
and  disbanded  his  forces.  Governor  Mason,  on  the 
other  hand,  refused  to  accede  to  the  arrangement,  and 
declined  to  compromise  the  rights  of  his  people  by  a 
surrender  of  ix)ssession  and  jurisdiction.  When  Gov- 
ernor Lucus  disbanded  his  forces,  however.  Governor 
Mason  partially  followed  suit,  but  still  held  himself 
in  readiness  to  meet  any  emergency  that  might  arise. 

Governor  Lucus  now  supix)sed  that  his  way  was 
clear,  and  that  he  could  re-mark  the  Harris  line  with- 
out being  molested,  and  ordered  the  commissioners 
to  proceed  with  their  work. 

In  the  meantime.  Governor  Mason  kept  a  watch- 
ful eye  ujwn  the  proceedings.  General  Brown  sent 
scouts  through  the  woods  to  watch  their  movements, 
and  reix)rt  when  operations  were  commenced.  When 
the  surveying  party  got  within  the  county  of  Lena- 
wee, the  under-sheriff  of  that  county,  armed  with  a 
warrant,  and  accompanied  by  a  ix)sse,  suddenly  made 
his  api>earance,  and  succeeded  in  arresting  a  ]x>rtion 
of  the  party.  The  rest,  including  the  commissioners. 
took  to  their  heels,  and  were  soon  beyond  the  dis- 
puted territory.  They  reached  Perrysburgh  the  fol- 
lowing day  in  a  highly  demoralized  condition,  and 
reported  they  had  been  attacked  by  an  overwhelm- 
ing force  of  Michigan  malitia,  under  command  of 
General  Brown. 

This  summary  breaking  up  of  the  surveying  party 
produced  the  most  tremendous  excitement  throughout 
Ohio.  Governor  Lucas  called  an  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature.  But  little  remains  to  be  said  in  reference 
to  the  "  war."  The  question  continued  for  sometime 
to  agitate  the  minds  of  the  opposing  parties ;  and  the 
action  of  Congress  was  impatiently  awaited.  Michigan 
was  admitted  into  the  Union  on  the  condition  that 
she  give  to  Ohio  the  disputed  territory,  and  accept 
\\\  return  the  Northern    Peninsula,   which    she   did. 
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SECOND  GOVERNOR  OF  MICHIGAN. 
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U.LIAM       VVOOIJBRIDGE, 

^"^■^i^K^^iiMjS^ second  Governor  of  Michigan, 
'■"'TkOlwilJrei^  was  l«rii  at  Norwich,  Conn., 
Aug.  :o,  1780,  and  died  at 
Detroit  Oct.  20,  1861.  He 
;i  family  of  ihree  brothers 
wo  sisters.  His  fmlier, 
Dudley  Woodbridge,  removed  to 
etta.Ohio, about  1790.  The 
life  ui  VVn  Woodbridge,  by  Chas. 
I  Ljiunnn  from  whicli  thii>  sketch 
islirgelyconpiled,  mentions  noth- 
ing cnncerning  his  early  education 
l>e)ond  the  fact  that  it  was  such  as 
was  affordei  bj  the  average  school 
of  the  time  except  a  yeir  with  the 
Irt-nch  cclomsts  at  Gallipolis, 
where  he  acquired  a  knon ledge  of 
the  I-rencl  language  It  should 
lit  lionie  in  mind,  however,  that 
home  education  at  that  time  was 
all  mdis[jensablc  feature  in  the 
training  of  the  young  Tothisand 
aiid  to  a  tew  studies  well  mastered, 
is  due  that  strong  mental  disciii^ine  which  has  served 
as  a  basis  for  many  of  the  grand  intellects  that  have 
adorned  and  iieli)ed  to  make  our  National  history. 
Mr.  Woodbridge  studied  law  at  Marietta,  having 
as  .1  fellow  student  an  intimate  personal  friend,  a 
ycung  man  subsequently  distinguished,  but  known 
at  that  time  simply  as  Lewis  Cass.  He  graduated  at 
the  law  school  in  Connecticut,  after  a  course  there  of 
neady  three  years,  and  began  to  practice  at  Marietta 
in  1806.  In  June,  1806, hcmarried, at  Hartford,  Con- 
necticut, Juleanna,  daughter  of  John  Trumbell,  a 
distinguished  author  and  judge ;  and  author  of  the 


pcom  McFingal,  which,  during  a  dark  period  of  the 

Revolution,  wrought  such  a  mugic  change  upon  the 
spirits  of  the  colonists.  He  was  happy  in  his  domes- 
tic relations  until  the  death  of  Mrs.  W.,  Feb.  2, 19,  i860. 

Our  written  biographi-is  necessarily  speak  more 
fully  of  men,  because  of  their  active  participation  in 
public  affairs,  but  human  actions  are  stamped  upon 
the  page  of  lime  and  when  the  scroll  shall  be  unrolled 
the  influence  of  good  women  ujwn  the  history  of  the 
world  will  be  read  side  by  side  with  the  deeds  of  men. 
How  much  success  and  renown  in  life  many  men  owe 
to  their  wives  is  probably  little  known.  Mrs.  W.  en- 
joyed the  best  means  of  early  education  that  the 
country  afforded,  and  her  intellectual  genius  enabled 
her  to  improve  her  advantages.  During  her  life,  side 
by  side  with  the  highest  type  of  domestic  and  social 
graces,  she  manife>ited  a  keen  intellectuality  that 
formed  the  crown  of  a  faultless  character.  She  was 
a  natural  poet,  and  wrote  quite  a  large  number  of  fine 
verses,  some  of  which  are  preserved  in  a  printed 
memorial  essay  written  upon  the  occasion  of  her 
death.  In  this  essay,  it  is  said  of  her  "to  contribute 
even  in  matters  of  minor  importance,  to  elevate  the 
reputation  and  add  to  the  well  being  of  her  husband 
in  the  various  stations  he  was  called  upon  to  fill,  gave 
her  the  highest  satisfactbn  "  She  was  an  invalid 
during  the  latter  portion  of  her  life,  but  was  patient 
and  cheerful  to  the  end. 

In  1807,  Mr.  VV.  was  chosen  a  representative  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  Ohio,  and  in  i8og  was  elected  to 
the  Senate,  continuing  a  member  by  re-eleciion  until 
his  removal  from  the  Slate.  He  also  held,  by  ajv 
pointment,  during  the  time  the  office  of  Prosecuting 
Attorney  for  his  county.  He  took  a  leading  part  in 
the  Legislature,  and  in  iSizdrew  upadeclarationanil 
resolutions,  which  passed  tho  two  houses  unamitiously 
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and  attracted  greai  alleiuion,  endorsing,  in  strongest 
and  nuist  emphatic  terms,  the  war  measures  of  Presi- 
dent Madison.  During  the  period  from  1804  to  1814 
I  he  two  law  students,  Woodbridge  and  C'ass,  had  l>e- 
come  widely  separated.  The  latter  was  (governor  of 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  under  the  historic  '*Ciovcrnor 
and  Judges"  plan,  with  the  indispensable  requisite  t»t  a 
Secretary  of  the  Territorry.  This  latter  ixDsition  was, 
\\\  1814,  without  solicitation  on  his  part,  tendercil  to 
Mr.  \V.  He  accepted  the  ix)sition  with  some  hesita- 
tion, and  entered  u|K)n  its  duties  as  soon  as  ho  could 
make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  leaving  ( )hio. 
The  ot^ce  of  Secretary  involved  also  the  duties  of 
<:ollectorof  customsat  the  ix)rt  of  Detroit,  and  durini; 
the  frequent  absences  of  the  (iovernor,  the  disciiargcof 
of  his  duties,  also  including  those  of  Superintendent 
of  Indian  Affairs.  Mr.  W,  officiated  as  (iovcrni:r  for 
about  two  years  out  of  the  eight  years  that  lie  held  the 
office  of  Secretar)'  Inderthe  administratioiiof"C'>ov- 
ernor  and  Judges,"  which  the  people  of  the  Territory 
preferred  for  economical  reasons,  to  continue  some  time 
after  their  numbers  entitled  them  to  a  more  jx^Diilir 
representative  system,  they  were  allowed  no  del«'L;ate 
in  Congress.  Mr.  W.,  as  a  sort  of  intbnnal  auent  ol 
the  iHJOple,  by  corresix)ndcn«'o  aiul  .lUo  l»y  a  vi^it  :o 
the  National  capital,  so  tleaily  set  forth  the  (iemaml 
for  representation  by  a  delei;aie,  tluu  aw  m\  \n.i> 
passedin  C'ongressin  iSi()aulhori/inL;oiie  tobeehoseii. 
Under  this  a<*t  Mr.  W.  was  elected  l'\  ib.et  inu  uiieiu  e 
of  all  i)arties.  His  first  ai  lion  in(\)nLiro^s  was  to  secure 
the  jKissage  of  a  bill  ror()gni/ing  aiul  conriimini;  tin- 
old  French  land  titles  in  tlie  Territory  at  <  ordini;  to 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  peace  with  (ireat  Uritain 
at  the  close  of  the  Revolution  ;  and  another  for  the 
construction  of  a  Government  road  thir>uiili  the  "l>la(  k 
swamps**  from  the  Miami  River  to  Detroit,  thus  o;>on- 
ing  a  means  of  land  transit  between  Ohio  and  Mich- 
igan. He  was  influential  in  securing  the  pa-^saue  ot 
bills  for  the  construction  of  Ciovernment  roads  from 
Detroit  to  Chicago,  and  Detroit  to  lort  (»ratiot,  and 
for  the  improvement  of  La  Plaisance  Hay.  The  ex- 
|)edition  for  the  exploration  of  the  countr)-  aa^und 
I^ake  Suj^erior  and  in  the  valley  of  the  I'pj^er  Mis- 
sissippi, pmjected  by  iiovemor  Cass,  was  set  on  Rx>t 
by  means  of  representations  made  to  the  head  of  the 
department  by  Mr.  \V.  While  in  Congress  he  stren- 
uously maintaineil  the  right  t)f  Michigan  to  the  strip 
of  territon*  now  formiui'  the  northern  lH>undarv  of 
Ohio,  which  formed  the  subject  of  such  grave  dispute 
l>etwcen  Ohio  and  Michigan  at  the  time  of  the  ad- 
mission of  the  latter  into  the  Cnion.  He  served 
but  one  term  as  delci^ate  to  C\ingress.  vle- 
clining  further  service  on  acix>unt  of  jversonal  and 
family  considerations.  Mr.  \V.  continued  tv>  discharge 
the  duties  of  Secretary*  i>f  the  Terriior)-  up  to  the  time 
its  ("rovemment  passed  into  the  "second  grade." 

In    iSj4,   he    was   ap|KMnted    one  oi  a  Ix-jard     of 
commissioners  for  adjusting  private   l.unl   claim >  in 


the  Territory,  and  was  engaged  also  in  the  practiceof 
his  profession,  having  the  l)est  law  library  in  the  Ter- 
ritory. In  1828,  w\iO\\  the  recommendation  of  the 
(Governor,  Judges  and  others,  he  was  appointed  by  the 
President,  J.  Q.  Adams,  to  succeed  Hon.  James  VVIih- 
erell,  who  had  resigned  as  a  Judgeof  what  is  conven- 
tionally called  the  **Supreme  Court"  of  the  Tenitor)-. 
This  ( ourt  was  apparently  a  continuation  of  theTerri- 
toiial  Court,  iinder  the  "first  grade" or **(»ovemor and 
Judges"  system.  Although  it  was  supreme  in  its  ju- 
dicial functions  within  the  Territor)',  its  powers  and 
duties  were  of  a  ver)'  general  character. 

In  iS^j,  the  term  of  his  apix)intment  as  Judge  ex- 
l)iiin^,  Tresitlent  Jackson  ap[X>inted  a  successor,  it  is 
sup|)osed  on  i)oliucal  grounds,  much  to  the  disappoint- 
ment of  the  public  and  the  bar  of  the  Territory.  The 
partisan  feehng  of  the  time  extended  into  the  Terri- 
tory, and  i»s  jK^ople  began  to  think  of  assuming  the 
diLinity  ^>{  a  Stale  government.  Party  lines  l>ecom- 
ing  ver\  shaiply  drawn,  he  identified  himself  with 
the  \\  hin^  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Conven- 
tit»n  ot  iS  ;^,  whit  h  formed  the  first  State  Constitution. 
In  iS-;  he  wa-^  elei  ted  amemberof  tl'eStateSenate. 

This  sket«  h  has  purjKisely  dealt  .somewhat  indetail 
\\v.\\  wiia'  nia\  be  called  Judge   Ws.    earlier  career, 
netauNeii   i-  •  K»-el\    identified  with    the    early  his- 
t(My  ot  ilie  Si.ite,  ar.d   the  development  of  its  politi- 
cal ^\-ieni.     Sii  te  the  organization  of  the  State  Gov- 
crnniei.t  the  hi-^toly  ot" Michigan  is  more  familiar,  and 
henro  no  review  of  Ja(lL;e  W's  career  as    Governor 
and  Senator  will  be  attempted.     He  was  elected  Gov- 
eir.or  in  1S30,  ui.tlera   ix)pular  impression  that   the 
aiTair-  ot"  the  Slate  had  not  been  prudently  adminis- 
tered 1  y  the  neuH.H  rats.     He  served  as  Governor  but 
little  more  than  a  year,  when  he   was  elected  to  the 
Senate  ot' the  I'uittd  Slates. 

Hi^  teim  i.i  t'ue  Senate  practically  closed  his  polit- 
ical lite.  althou;^h  he  was  strongly  urged  by  many 
l)rominent  men    for  the  Whig   nomination    for   Vice 

President  in  iv^48. 

Soon  at"ter  his  apiK)intment  as  Judge  in  1828,  Gov- 
ernor VV.  took  up  his  residence  on  a  tract  of  land 
which  he  owned  in  the  township  of  Spring  Wells,  a 
short  distance  below  what  was  then  the  corporate  lim- 
its of  Detroit,  where  he  resided  during  the  remainder 
of  his  life.  Ik)th  in  his  public  papers  and  private 
communications,  Ciovemor  W.  shows  himself  a  mas- 
ter of  laneuage;  he  is  fruitful  in  simile  and  illustra- 
tion, logit  al  in  arrangement,  happy  in  the  choice  and 
treatment  of  topics,  and  terse  and  vigorous  in  expres- 
sii»n.  Judce  W.  was  a  (^ongregaHonalist.  His  opinions 
on  all  subjects  were  decided;  he  was  earnest  and 
enoriietic,  court er»us  and  dignified,  and  at  times  ex- 
hibit etl  a  vein  of  fine  humor  that  was  the  more  at- 
tractive I  because  not  too  often  allowed  to  come  to  the 
surtace.  His  letters  and  addresses  show  a  deep  and 
earnest  atTeciion  not  only  for  his  ancestral  home,  but 
the  ho'uo  of  his  adopti  m  and  for  friends  and  family. 
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OHN  STEWARD  1!ARR\", 
L Governor  of  Mithiyan  from 
)  Jan  3,  .842,10  J^iri.  5,  1846, 
and  from  Jan.  7,  1850,  to  Jan. 
852,  was  born  at  Amherst, 
N  H.,Jan.  29,  1802.  His  paT- 
I,,  John  and  Ellen  (Steward) 
Larry,  early  removed  to  Rocking- 
liLiiij,  Vt.,  where  he  remained  until 
he  became  of  age,  working  on  his 
farm,  and  pursuing  his 
mdics  at  the  same  time.  He  mar- 
ed  Mary  Kidder,  of  Grafton,  Vt., 
nd  in.  1824  went  lo  Geor^a,  Vt., 
rherc  he  h:id  i.harieof  ;in  academy 
>\  mo  years,  mcamvhiie  studying 
law.  He  aftiirnard  i)r.-icticed  law  in 
that  Stale.  VVhile  he  was  in  Georgia  he  was  for  some 
time  a  membei  of  the  Governor's  staff,  with  the  title 
of  Governor's  Aid,  and  at  a  somewhat  earlier  jieriod 
was  Captainof  a  com|iany  of  State  militia.  In  1831 
he  removed  to  Michigan,  and  settled  at  White  Pigeon, 
where  he  engaged  in  mercantile  business  with  I.  W. 
WiUard. 

Four  years  after,  1834,  Mr.  liarry  removed  to  Con- 


stantine  and  continued  his  mercantile  pursuits.  He 
became  Justice  of  the  Peace  at  White  Pigeon,  Mich. 
in  1831,  and  held  the  office  Liilil  the  year  1835 
Mr.  Barry's  first  public  office  was  that  of  a  member 
of  the  first  constitutional  convention,  which  assembled 
and  flamed  the  constitution  upon  which  Michigan 
was  admitted  into  the  Union.  He  took  an  im]x>rtant 
and  prominent  part  in  the  proceedings  of  that  body, 
and  shewed  himself  to  be  a  man  of  far  more  than 

1  ordinary  ability. 

1       Upon  Michigan  being  admitted  into  the   Unioti, 

■  Mr.  Harry  was  chosen  State  Senator,  and  so  favorably 
were  his  associates  impressed  with  his  abilities  at  the 
first  session  of  the  [.^gislature  that  ihey  looked  to  him 
as  a  party  leader,  and  that  he  should  head  the  State 

i  ticket  at  the  following  election.  Accordingly  he  re- 
ceived the    nomination  for   Governor  at  the   hands 

I  of  his    party   assembled    in    convention.      He   was 

I  elected,  and  so  |X)]iular  was  his  administration  that,in 
184*,  he  was  again  elected.  I)\iring  these  years 
Michigan  was  embarrassed  hy  great  financial  diffi- 
culties, and  it  was  throu)-h  his  wisdom  and  sound  judg- 

I   ment  that  the  State  was  finally  placed   upon  a  solid 

I    financial  basis. 

I  During  the  first  year  of  Gov.  liarry 's  first  term,  the 
University  at  \nn  .Arbor  was  opened  for  the  reception 
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of  students.  The  Michigan  Central  and  Michigan 
Southern  railroads  were  being  rapidly  constructed,  and 
general  progress  was  eveiy where  noticeable.  In  1842, 
the  number  of  pupils  reix)rted  as  attending  the  [)iiblic 
schools  was  nearly  fifty-eight  thousand.  In  1843,  a 
State  land  office  was  established  at  Marshall,  which 
was  invested  wilh  the  charge  and  disposition  of  all 
the  lands  belonging  to  the  Slate  In  1844,  the  tax- 
able proi:)erty  of  the  State  was  found  10  be  over 
twenty-eight  millions  of  dollars,  the  tax  being  at  the 
rate  of  two  mills  on  the  dollar.  The  expenses  of  the 
State  were  only  seventy  thousand  dollars,  while  the 
income  from  the  railroads  was  nearly  three  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  At  this  time  the  University  of 
Michigan  had  become  so  prosperous  that  its  income 
was  ample  to  pay  the  interest  on  the  University  debt; 
and  the  amount  of  money  which  the  State  was  able 
to  loan  the  several  progressing  railroads  was  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Efforts  were 
made  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  common  schools 
wilh  good  results  In  1845,  when  Gov.  Barry's  sec- 
ond term  expired,  the  ix)|nilation  of  the  State  was 
more  than  th^ee  hundred  thousand. 

The  constitution  of  the  State  forbade  more  than  two 
consecutive  tenns,  but  he  was  called  upon  to  fill  the 
position  again  in  1850 — the  only  instance  of  the  kind 
in  the  history  of  the  State.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Territorial  Legislature,  ot  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion, and  afterward  of  the  State  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

During  Mr.  Barry  s  third  term  as  Governor  the  Nor- 
mal School  was  established  at  Ypsilauti,  which  w.is 
endowed  with  lands  and  placed  in  charge  of  a  board 
of  education  consisting  of  six  persons.  A  new  con- 
stitution for  the  government  of  the  State  was  also 
adopted  and  the  *' Great  Railway  Conspiracy  Case  ' 
was  tried.  This  grew  out  of  a  series  of  lawless  acts 
which  had  been  committed  \\\)qw  the  property  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company,  along  the  line 
of  their  road,  and  finally  the  burning  of  the  deix)t 
at  Detroit,  in  1850. 

At  a  setting  of  the  grand  jury  of  Wayne  County, 
April  24,  i85r,  37  men  of  the  50  imder  arrest  for  this 
crime  were  indicted.  May  20,  following,  the  accused 
parties  appeared  at  the  Circuit  Court  of  Wayne,  of 
which  Warner  Wing  was  resident  j.ulge.  The  Rail- 
road Company  employed  ten  eminent  lawyers,  in- 
cluding David  Stuart,  John  Van  Annan,  James  A 
Vai  D/'ce,  Jacob  M.  Howard,  Alex.  1).  Kraser,  Dan- 
iel Goodwin  and  William  Gray.  The  defendants  were 
renrest^nted  by  six  menbers  of  the  State  bar,  led  by 
William  H.  Seward,  of  New  York.  The  trial  occupied 
four  mo  ,ths,  during  which  time  the  plaintiffs  exam- 
ined 246  witnesses  in  27  days,  and  the  defendants 
249  ii  40  days.  Mr.  Van  Dyke  addressed  the  jury 
for  the  prosecution;  William  H.  Seward  for  the 
defense. 

The  great  lawyer  wa^s  convincec}  of  the  innocence 


of  his  clients,  nor  did  the  verdict  of  that  jury  and  the 
sentence  of  that  judge  remove  his  fimi  belief  thai  his 
clients  were  the  victims  of  purchased  treachen, 
rather  than  so  many  sacrifices  to  justice. 

The  verdict  of  **  guilty  "  was  rendered  at  9  o  clock 
p.  M.,  Sept.  25,  185 1.  On  the  26th  the  prisoners  were 
put  forward  to  receive  sentence,  when  many  of  them 
[protested  their  entire  innocence,  after  which  the  pre- 
siding judge  condemned  12  of  the  number  to  the  fol- 
lowing terms  of  imprisonment,  with  hard  labor,  within 
the  State's  prison,  situate  in  their  county :  Aranii 
Filley,  ten  years;  Orlando  L.  Williams,  ten  years; 
Aaron  Mount,  eight  years;  Andrew  J.  Freeland, eight 
years;  Kben  Farnham,  eight  years;  William  Con'in, 
eight  years;  Richard  Price,  eight  years;  Evan  Price, 
eight  years;  Lyman  Champlin,  fiw^  years;  Willard 
W.  Champlin,  five  years;  Erastus  Champlin,  five 
years;  Erastus  Smith,  five  years. 

In  1840,  Gov.  Barry  became  deeply  interested  in 
the  cultivation  of  the  sugar  beet,  and  visited  Euro|)e 
to  obtain  infomiation  in  reference  to  its  culture. 

He  was  twice  Presidential  Elector,  and  his  last 
public  service  was  that  of  a  delegate  to  the  National 
Democratic  Convention  held  in  Chicago  in  1864. 

He  was  a  man  who,  throughoiit  life,  maintained  a 
hi^h  character  for  integrity  and  fidelity  to  the  trusts 
bestowed  uix)n  him,  wliether  of  a  public  or  a  private 
nature,  and  he  is  acknowledged  by  all  to  have  been 
one  ot  the  most  efficient  and  ix)pular  Governors  the 
Slate  has  ever  had. 

(iov.  IJarry  was  a   man  of  incorruptible  integrity. 
His  opiuions,  whicli  he  reached  by  the  most  thorough 
investigation,  he  held  tenaciously.     His  strong   con- 
viciic^ns  and  outsjKjken  honesty  made  it  impossible  for 
hiui  to  take  an  undefined  ix)sition  when    a  principle 
was  involved.     His  attachments  and  prejudices  were 
strong,  yet  he  was  never  accused  of  favoritism  in  his 
administration  of  public  affairs.     As  a  speaker  he  was 
\\(A  remarkable.  Solidity,  rather  than  brilliancy,  char- 
acterized his  oratory,  which  is  described  as  argument- 
ative   and  instructive,  but  cold,  hard,  and    enrirely 
wanting  in  rhetorical  ornament.     He  was  never  elo- 
quent, seldom  humorous  or  sarcastic,  and  in  manner 
rather  awkward. 

Although  Mr.  Barry's  educational  advantages  were 
so  limited,  he  was  a  life-long  student.  He  mastered 
l>oth  ancient  and  modern  languages,  and  acquired  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  history.  No  man  owed  less 
to  ix)litical  iiitiigue  as  a  means  of  gaining  |X)si- 
tion.  He  was  a  true  statesman,  and  gained  ])ul>h*c  es- 
teem by  his  solid  worth.  His  political  connections 
were  always  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  his  opin- 
ions were  usually  extreme. 

Mr.  Barry  retired  to  private  life  after  the  beginning 
of  the  ascendency  of  the  RepuMican  party,  and  car- 
ried on  his  mercantile  business  at  Constantine.  He 
died  Jan.  14,  1870,  his  wife's  death  having  occurred  a 
year  previous,  March  30.  1R69.  Thejr  left  no  children. 
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t.PHEUS  FELCH,  the  third 
I  ,'>  (lovernor  of  Michigan,  was 
~*nt".-.l  Jf"\''  ^Ixjrn in  Limerick,  Maine,  Sep- 
tcmlier  i8,  1806.  His  grand- 
father, Abijah  Felch,  was  a  soU 
lier  in    the  Revolution  ;    and 

I  a  young   man,  having  wilh 
s  obtained  a  grant  of  land  be- 

II  tlie  Great  and  Little  Ossii>ee 
ra,  in  Maine,  moved  to  that  re- 

l  gion  when  it  was  yet  a  wilderness. 
The  father  of  Mr.  Felch  embarked  in 
intilelife  at  Limerick.  Hewas 
the  first  to  engage  in  that  business  in 
that  i-ection,  and  continued  it  until 
his'death.  The  death  of  the  father, 
'  foUoH-ed  within  a  year  by  the  death  of 
the  mother,  left  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  then  three 
years  old,  to  the  care  of  relatives,  and  he  found  a 
bonie  with  his  paternal  grandfather,  where  he  re- 
mained until  his  death.  Mr  Felch  received  his  early 
education  in  the  district  sclioul  and  a  neighboring 
academy.  In  1821  he  became  a  student  at  Phillijis 
Exter  Academy,  and,  subsei|uentty,  entered  Itowdoin 
College,  graduated  with  the  class  of  1827.  He  at 
once  l>egan  the  study  of  law  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  at  Bangor,  Me.,  in  1830. 

He  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Houlton, 
Me.,  where  he  remained  until  1833.  The  severity 
of  the  climate  impaired  his  health,  never  very  good, 
and  he  found  it  necessary  to  seek  a  changeof  climate. 
He  diaixwed  of  his  libTar>-  and  started  to  seek 
a  new  home.     His  intention  was   to  join  his  friend, 


Sargent  S.  Prentiss,  at  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  but  on  his 
arrival  at  Cincinnati,  Mr.  Felch  was  attacked  by 
cholera,  and  when  he  had  lecovered  sufticiently  to 
permit  of  his  traveling,  found  that  the  danger  of  the 
disease  was  too  great  to  permit  a  journey  down  the 
river.  He  therefore  determined  to  come  to  Michi- 
gan. He  lirst  began  to  practice  in  this  State  at  Mon- 
roe, where  he  continued  until  1843,  when  he  removed 
to  Ann  Arbor.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture in  183s,  and  continued  a  member  of  that  body 
during  the  years  1836  and  1837.  While  he  held  this 
office,  the  general  banking  law  of  the  Stale  was  enact- 
ed,  and  went  into  operation.  After  mature  delibera- 
tion, he  became  convinced  that  the  proposed  system 
of  banking  could  not  prove  beneficial  in  the  public 
inteicsts ;  and  that,  instead  of  relieving  the  people 
from  the  pecuniary  difficulties  under  which  they  were 
laboring,  it  would  result  in  still  further  embarrass- 
ment. He,  therefore,  opposed  the  bill,  and  pointed 
out  to  the  House  the  disasters  which,  in  his  opinion, 
were  sure  lo  follow  its  passage.  1'he  public  mind, 
however,  was  so  favorably  impressed  by  the  measure 
that  no  other  member,  in  either  branch  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, raised  a  dissenting  voice,  and  but  two  voted  with 
him  in  op|X>sition  to  the  bill.  Early  in  1838,  he  was 
appointed  one  of  the  Bank  Commissioners  of  the 
Si  ite,  and  held  that  office  for  mote  than  a  year.  Dur- 
ing this  time,  the  new  banking  law  had  given  birth  lo 
that  numerous  progeny  known  as  "wild-cat"  banks. 
Almost  every  village  had  its  bank.  The  country  was 
llooded  with  depressed  "wild-cat"  money.  The  ex- 
aminations of  the  Bank  Commissioners  brought  to 
lijjhi  frauds  at  every  j>oint,  which  were  fearlessly  re- 
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ported  to  the  Legislature,  and  were  followed  by  crim- 
inal prosecutions  of  the  guilty  parties,  and  the  closing 
of  many  of  their  institutions.  The  duties  of  the  of- 
fice were  most  laborious,  and  in  1839  Mr.  Felch  le- 
signed.  The  chartered  right  of  almost  every  bank 
had,  in  the  meantime,  been  declared  forfeited  and 
the  law  repealed.  It  was  subsequently  decided  to 
be  constitutional  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 
In  the  year  1842  Governor  Felch  was  apiK)inted 
to  the  office  of  Auditor  General  of  the  State;  but 
after  holding  the  office  only  a  few  weeks,  was  com- 
missioned by  the  Governor  as  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  to  fill  a  vacancy  caused  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Judge  Fletcher.  In  Januar)',  1843,  he  was 
elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  for  an  unexpired 
term.  In  1845  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Michigan, 
and  entered  upon  his  duties  at  the  commencement  of 
the  next  year.  In  1847  he  was  elected  a  Senator 
in  Congress  for  six  years;  and  at  once  retiied  from 
the  office  of  Governor,  by  resignation,  wliieh  took 
effect  March  4,  1847,  when  liis  Senatorial  term  com- 
menced. While  a  member  of  the  Senate  lie  acted  on 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  for  four  vears 
was  its  Chairman.  He  filled  the  honorable  positio!) 
of  Senator  with  becoming  dignity,  and  with  great 
credit  to  the  State  of  Michigan. 

During  Governor  Felch's  administration  the  two 
railroads  belonging  to  the  State  were  sold  to  private 
corporations, — the  Central  for  §2,000,000,  and  tlie 
Southern  for  $500,000.  The  exports  of  the  State 
amounted  in  1846  to  $4,647,608.  The  total  capacity 
of  vessels  enix)lled  in  the  collection  district  at  Detroit 
was  26,928  tons,  the  steam  vessels  having  8,400  and 
the  sailing  vessels  18,528  tons,  the  whole  giving  em- 
ployment to  18,000  seamen  In  1847,  there  were  39 
counties  in  the  State,  containing  435  townships  ;  and 
275  of  these  townships  were  supplied  with  good  libra- 
ries, containing  an  aggregate  of  37,000  volumes. 

At  the  close  of  his  Senatorial  term,  in  March,  1853, 
Mr.  Felch  was  appointed,  by  President  Pierce,  one  of 
the  Commissioners  to  ?idjust  and  settle  the  Spanish 


and  Mexican  land  claims  in   California,   under  the 

treaty  of  Gaudalupe  Hidalgo,  and  an  act  of  Congress 
passed  for  that  purix)se.  He  went  to  California  in 
May,  1853,  and  was  made  President  of  the  Commis- 
sion. The  dunes  of  this  office  were  of  the  most  im- 
l)ortant  and  delicate  character.  The  interest  of  the 
new  State,  and  the  fortunes  of  many  of  its  citizens, 
both  the  native  Mexican  ix)pulalion  and  the  recent 
American  immigration ;  the  right  of  the  Pueblos  to 
tlieir  common  lands,  and  of  the  Catholic  Church  to 
the  lands  of  the  Missions, — the  most  valuable  of  the 
State, — wereinvolved  in  the  adjudications  of  this  Com- 
mission. In  March,  1856,  their  lalx)rs  were  brouoht 
to  a  close  by  the  final  disix)sition  of  all  the  claims 
which  were  i)resented.  The  record  of  their  proceed- 
ings,— the  testimony  which  was  given  in  each  case, 
and  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners  thereon, — 
consisting  of  some  forty  large  volumes,  was  deposited 
in  the  Department  of  the  Interior  at  Washington. 

In  June  of  that  year.  Governor  Felch  retunied  to 
Ann  Arbor,  where  lie  has  since  been  engaged  piinci- 
p.illy  in  legal  business.  Since  his  return  he  has 
been  nominated  forCiovemor  and  also  for  U.  S.  Sen- 
ator, and  twice  for  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court.  But 
the  Democratic  party,  to  which  he  has  always  been 
attaclied,  being  in  the  minority,  he  failed  of  an  elec- 
tion. Ill  1873  he  withdrew  from  the  active  practice 
of  hiw,  antl,  with  the  exception  of  a  tour  in  Europe, 
in  1S75  has  since  led  a  life  of  retirement  at  his  home 
in  Ann  Arlx)r.  In  1877  the  University  of  Michigan 
conferred  u|)on  him  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  For 
many  years  he  was  one  of  the  Regents  of  Michigan 
University,  and  in  the  spring  of  1879  was  apix>inted 
Tappan  Professor  of  Law  in  the  same.  Mr.  Felch  is 
the  oldest  surviving  member  of  the  Legislature  from 
Monroe  Co.,  tlie  oldest  and  only  surviving  Bank  Com- 
missioner of  the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Auditor 
General  of  the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Governor  of 
the  State,  the  oldest  surviving  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Michigan,  and  the  oldest  surviving  United 
States   Senator   from    the    State   of  Michigan, 
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II.LIAM      L.      GREENLY 
lovernor  of  Michigan  for  the 
2ar  184;,  was  born  at  HainiU 
in,  Madison  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Se^jt. 
5,1813.  Hegradiiatedat Un- 
ion   CcHege,    Schenectady,    in 
1831,  studied  law  and  was  ad- 
mitted lo  the  liar  in    1834.     In 
1836,  having  removed  to  Michi- 
'  gan,  he  settled  in  Adrian,  where 
lie  has    since  resided.     The    year 
following   his  arrival  in    Michigan 
ht  w.is  elected  Slate  Senator  and 
1  that  capacity  until    1839. 
In  1845  hewcselectedLieiil.Gov- 
emorand  becime  acting  Governor 
li}  ilie  resignttion  of  Gov.   Felch, 
who    was   elected    lo   the   United 
Stales  Senate, 
i  The  war  wiih  Mexico  was  brought 

to  a  successful  termination  during  Gov.  Greenly 's 
jdministration.  We  regret  to  say  that  there  are  only 
few  records  extant  of  tlie  action  of  Michigan  troops 
in  the  Mexican  war.  That  many  went  there  and 
fought  well  are  points  conceded ;  but  their  names  and 
Dativitjr   ar?   hidden  away  in  United  States  archives 


and  where  it  is  almost  impossible  to  And  them. 

The  soldiers  of  this  Stale  deserve  much  of  th- 
credit  of  the  memorable  achievements  of  Co.  K,  3d 
Dragoons,  and  Cos.  A,  E,  and  G  of  the  U.  S.  Inf. 
The  two  former  of  these  companies,  recruited  in  this 
State,  were  reduced  to  onc'third  their  oripnal  num- 
ber. 

In  May,  i846,lhe  Governor  of  Michigan  was  noti- 
fied by  the  War  Department  of  the  United  Slates  to 
enroll  a  regiment  of  volunteers,  to  be  held  in  readi- 
ness for  service  whenever  demanded.  At  his  sum- 
mons 13  independent  volunteer  companies,  11  of 
infantry  and  two  of  cavalry,  at  once  fell  into  tine.  Of 
the  infantry  four  companies  were  from  Detroit,  bear- 
ing the  honored  names  of  Montgomery,  Lafayette, 
Scott  and  Brady  ujx)n  their  banners.  Of  the  re- 
mainder Monroe  tendered  Iwo,  Lenawee  County  three, 
St,  Clair,  Berrien  and  Hillsdale  each  one,  and  Wayne 
County  an  additional  company.  Of  these  alone  the 
veteran  Bradys  were  accepted  and  ordered  into  ser- 
vice. In  addition  to  them  ten  companies,  making  the 
First  Regiment  of  Michigan  Volunteers,  springing 
from  various  parts  of  the  State,  but  embodying  to  a 
great  degree  the  material  of  which  the  first  volunteers 
was  formed,  were  not  called  for  until  October  follow- 
ing. This  regiment  was  soon  in  readiness  and  pro- 
ceeded by  orders  from  Government  to  the  seat  of  war. 


\ 
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GOVMRNORS. 


HE    HON.     EPAPHRODI- 
TUS  RANSOM,  the  Seventh 
Governor  of  Michigan,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts.     In 
that  Slate  he  received  a  col- 
legiate education,  Rtudted   law, 
and  was  admitted    to   the    bar. 
Removing    to    Michigan    about 
the  time  of  its  admission  to  the 
Union,  he  took  up  his  residence 
at  Kalamazoo. 

Mr.  Ransom  served  with  marked 
loiiity  for  a  nmnber  of  years  in  the 
t3.teLegislaiiiie  and  in  1837  he  was  appointed  As- 
^>date  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court.  In  1843  he 
'as  promoted  to  Chief  Justice,  wliich  office  he  re- 
*-*ned  until  1845,  when  he  resigned. 

Shortly  afterwards  he  became  deeply  interested  in 
"*e  building  of  plank  roads  in  the  western  portion  of 
'"*:  Slate,  and  in  this  business  lost  the  greater  portion 
™  the  property  which  he  had  accumulated  by  years 
°^  'oil  and  industry. 

Mr.  Ransom  became  Governor  of  the  State  of 
"ichigan  in  the  fall  of  1847,  and  served  during  one 
Wnn,  performing  the  duties  of  the  office  in  a  truly 
Hatnmanlike  manner.  He  subsequently  became 
President  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  Society,  in 
wfcich  positiori  he  displayed  the   same  abi'J*v  that 


shone  forth  so  prominently  in  his  acts  asGovemoT. 
He  held  the  office  of  Regent  of  the  Michigan  Univer- 
sity several  times,  and  ever  advocated  a  liberal  policy 
in  its  management. 

Subsequently  he  was  apjx)inted  receiver  of  the 
land  office  in  one  of  the  districts  in  Kansas,  by  Pres- 
ident Buchanan,  to  which  State  he  had  removed,  and 
where  he  died  before  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
office. 

We  sum  up  the  events  and  affairs  of  the  State  un- 
der Gov.  Ransom's  administration  as  follows:  The 
Asylum  for  the  Insane  was  establised,  as  also  the 
Asylum  for  the  Deaf,  Dumb  and  Blind.  Both  of 
these  institutes  were  hberally  endowed  with  lands, 
and  each  of  them  placed  in  charge  of  a  board  of  five 
trustees.  The  appropriation  in  1849  forthe  deaf  and 
dumb  and  bhnd  amounted  tD$8i,5oo.  On  the  first 
of  March,  1848,  the  first  telegraph  line  was  com- 
pleted from  New  York  to  Detroit,  and  the  first  dis- 
patch transmitted  on  that  day.  The  following  figures 
show  the  progress  in  agriculture:  The  land  re[xjrted 
as  under  cultivation  in  1848  was  1,437^460  acres;  of 
wheat  there  were  produced  4,749,300  bushels;  other 
grains,  8,197,767  bushels;  wool,  1,645,756  pounds; 
maple  sugar,  1,774,369  pounds;  horses,  52,305  ;  cat- 
tle, 210,268;  swine,  152,541;  sheep,  610,534;  while 
the  flour  mills  numbered  3i8,  and  the  lumber  mills 
amounted  to  730.  1847,  an  act  was  passed  removing 
the  Legislature  from  Detroit  to  Lansing,  and  tempo- 
rary buildings  for  the  use  of  the  Legislature  wcrfim- 
mediately  er^t^d,  at  a  cost  of  $12,450. 


GOVERNORS  OF  MICHIGAN. 


OBBRT      McClelland, 

Governor  of  Michigan  from 
Jan  1, 1852, to  March  8,(853, 
lx)rn  at  Grcencastle,  Frank- 
lin Co..  Pent!.,  Aug.  i,  1807. 
A  nong  his  ancestora  were  several 
officers  of  rank  in  tht;  Revolution- 
wat  and  someofhis family  con- 
tions  were  distinguished  in  the 
f  1812,  and  that  with  Mexico. 
1  her  was  an  eniinent  physician 
□  d  argeon  who  studied  under  Dr. 
Be  J  Rush,  of  Philadelphia,  and 
1  ran  ced  his  profession  successfully 
I  ntit  s  \  months  before  his  death,  at 
the  age  of  84  years.  Although  Mr. 
^*^Clelland's  family  had  been  in  good  circum- 
stances, when  he  was  17  years  old  he  was  throA-n 
"l^n  hisown  resources.  After  taking  the  usual  pre- 
"minary  studies,  and  teaching  school  to  obtain  the 
n»eans,  lie  entered  Dickinson  College,  at  Carlisle, 
°^n.,  from  which  he  graduated  among  the  first  in 
^''sclass,  in  1829.  He  then  resumed  teaching,  and 
•laving  completed  the  course  of  study  for  the  legal 
pufession,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Chambersburg, 
I^nn.,  in  1831,  Soon  afterward  he  removed  lo  the 
oty  of  Pittsburgh,  where  he  practiced  for  almost  a 
year. 
In  1833,  Mr.  McOelland  removed  to  Monroe,   in 


the  Territory  of  Michigan,  where,  after  a  severe  ex- 
amination, he  became  a  member  of  the  bar  of  Michi- 
gan, and  engaged  in  practice  with  bright  prospect  of 
success.  In  1835,  a  convention  was  called  to  frame 
a  constitution  for  the  proposed  State  of  Michigan,  of 
which  Mr.  McClelland  was  elected  a  member.  He 
look  a  prominent  part  in  its  deliberations  and  ranked 
among  its  ablest  debaters.  He  was  appointed  the 
first  Bank  Commissioner  of  the  State,  by  Gov.  Mason 
and  received  an  offer  of  the  Attorney  Generalship,  but 
declined  Ixilh  of  these  offices  in  order  to  attend  lohis 
professional  dulies. 

In  1838,  Mr.  McClelland  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature,  in  which  he  soon  became  distinguished 
as  the  head  of  several  important  committees.  Speaker 
pro  tempore,  and  as  an  active,  zealous  and  efficient 
member.  In  1840,  Gen.  Harrison,  as  ;i  canaidatefor 
the  Presidency,  swept  the  country  with  an  overwhelm- 
ing majority,  and  at  the  same  time  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan was  carried  by  the  Whigs  under  the  popular  cry 
of"  Woodbridge  and  reform  "  against  the  Democratic 
party.  At  this  time  Mr,  McClelland  stood  amongthe 
acknowledged  leaders  of  the  latter  organization ;  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  State  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  with  others  adopted  a  plan  to  regain  ^  lost 
authority  and  prestige. 

This  party  soon  came  again  into  powerin  the  Stale, 
and  having  been  returned  to  the  State  Legislature  M;. 
McClelland's  leadership  was  acknowledged  by  his 
election  as  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
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ROBERT  McClelland. 


ill  1843.  Down  to  this  time  Michigan  had  consti- 
tilted  one  congressional  district.  The  late  Hon.  Jacob 
M.  Howard  had  been  elected  against  Hon.  Alpheus 
Felch  by  a  strong  majority ;  but,  in  1 843,  so  thoroughly 
liad  the  Democratic  party  recovered  from  its  defeat 
of  1840  that  Mr.  McClelland,  as  a  candidate  for  Con- 
gress, carried  Detroit  district  by  a  majority  of  about 
2,5co.  Mr.  McClelland  soon  took  a  prominent  po«,i 
lion  in  Congress  among  the  veteians  of  that  body. 
During  liis  first  term  he  was  placed  on  Committee  on 
Corr.Lieice,  and  organized  and  carried  through  what 
were  known  as  the  "  Harbor  bills.**  The  continued 
confidence  of  his  constituency  was  manifested  in  his 
election  to  the  29th  Congress.  At  the  opening  of  this 
session  he  had  acquired  a  National  reputation;  and  so 
■p-forably  was  he  known  as  a  parlimentarian  that  his 
name  was  n^entioned  for  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
iesentatives.  He  decUned  tie  offer  in  favor  of  J.  W. 
Davis,  of  Ir.diana,  who  was  elected.  During  this  term 
he  became  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Commerce,  in 
which  position  his  reports  and  advocacy  of  important 
measures  at  once  attracted  public  attention.  The 
members  of  this  committee,  as  an  evidence  of  the  es- 
teem in  which  they  held  his  services  and  of  their 
l)ersonal  regard  for  him,  presented  him  with  a  cane 
vhich  he  retains  as  a  souvenir  of  the  donors,  and  .of 
his  labors  in  Congress. 

In  1847,  ^'^'  McClelland  was  re-elected  to  Con- 
i;Tess,  and  at  the  opening  of  the  30th  Congress  be- 
came a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
aons.  While  acting  in  this  capacity,  what  was  known 
::3  the  "  French  Siwhation  Bill"  came  under  his  spe- 
cial charge,  and  his  management  of  the  same  was  sucli 
as  to  command  universal  ai)probation.  While  in 
Congress,  Mn  McClelland  was  an  advocate  of  the 

ight  of  petition  as  maintained  by  John  Q.  Adams, 
wber  the  petition,  was  clothed  in  decorous  language 
:.nd  presented  in  the  proper  manner.  This  he  re- 
j.arded  as  the  citizens'constitutional  right  which  should 
not  be  impaired  by  any  doctrines  of  temi)orary  expe- 
diency. He  also  voted  for  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Gid- 
aings's  bill  for  the  abolisliing  of  slavery  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  Mr.  McClelland  was  one  of  the  few 
Democrrts  associated  with  David  Wilmot,  of  Penn- 
•ylvar.'a.in  bringing  forward  the  celebrated  "Wilmot 
»  rovisc, '  with  a  view  to  prevent  further  extension  of 
slavery  ii:  new  territorv'  which  might  be  acquired  by 

he  United  States.  He  and  Mr.  Wilmot  were  to- 
gether at  the  time  in  Washington,  and  on  intimate 
;.nd  confidential  terms.  Mr.  McClelland  was  in  sev- 
eral National  conventions  and  in  the  Baltimore  con- 
vention, which  nominated  Gen.  Cass  for  President, 
:.--  1848,  doing  valiant  service  that  year  for  the  elec- 
tion cf  that  distinguished  statesman.  On  leaving 
;"ongres3,  in  1848,  Mr.  McClcllind  retumed  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession  at  Monroe.  In  1850  a 
convention  of  the  State  of  Michigan  was  called  to 
revise    the   State   constitution.     He   was   eU-cted    a 


member  and  was  regarded  therein  as  among  the  ablest 
and  most  experienced  leaders.     His  clear  judgment 
and  wise  moderation  were  conspicuous,  both  in  the 
committee  room  and  on  the  floor^  in  debate.   In  1 850, 
he  was  President  of  the  Democratic  State  convention 
which  adopted  resolutions  in  support  of  Henry  Clay's 
famous  compromise  measures^  of  which  Mr.  McClel 
land  was  a  strong  advocate.     He  was  a  member  oi 
the  Democratic  National  convention  in  1852,  and  in 
that  yearj  in  company  with  Gen.  Cass  and  Govemoi 
Felch,  he  made  a  thorough  canvass  of  the   State 
He  continued  earnestly  to  advocate  the  Clay  com 
promise  measures,  and  took   an  active  part  in  the 
canvass  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  Gen.  Pierce 
to  the  Presidencyo 

In  185 1,  the  new  Stats  constitution  took  effect  an<^ 
it  was  necessary  that  a  Governor  should  be  elected 
for  one  year  in  order  to  prevent  an  interregnum,  and 
to  bring  the  State  Government  into  operatic  under 
the  new  constitution.  Mr.  McClelland  was  elected 
Governor,  and  in  the  fall  of  1852  was  re-elected  for 
a  term  of  two  yearS;  from  Jan.  i,  1853.  His  admin^ 
istration  was  regarded  as  wise,  prudent  and  concilia- 
tor)-, and  was  as  popular  as  could  be  expected  at  a 
time  when  party  spirit  ran  high.  There  was  really 
no  opix)sition,and  when  he  resigned,  in  March,  1853, 
the  State  Treasury  was  well  filled,  and  the  State 
otherwise  prosperous.  So  widely  and  favorably  hac 
Mr.  McClelland  become  known  as  a  statesman  that  or. 
the  organization  of  the  cabinet  by  Pn  sident  Pierce,  in 
March,  1853,  he  was  made  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  1:1 
which  capacity  he  served  most  creditably  during  four 
years  of  the  Pierce  administration.  He  thoroughly 
re-orga  r.ized  his  department  and  reduced  theexi)end- 
itureo  He  adopted  a  course  with  the  Indians  which 
relieved  them  from  the  imix)sitions  and  annoyances 
of  the  traders,  and  produced  harmony  and  civilizatio*" 
among  them.  During  his  administration  there  wis 
neither  complaint  from  the  tribes  nor  corruption  among 
agents,  and  he  left  the  department  in  perfect  ordei 
and  system  In  1867,  Michigan  again  called  a  con 
vention  to  revise  the  State  constitution.  Mr.  McQel- 
land  was  a  member  and  here  again  his  long  experi  - 
ence  made  him  conspicuous  as  a  prudent  adviser,  a 
sagacious  parliamentary  leader.  As  a  lawyer  he  was 
terse  and  pointed  in  argument,  clear,  candid  and  im 
pressive  in  his  addresses  to  the  jury.  His  sincerity 
and  earnestness,  with  which  was  occasionally  mingled 
a  pleasant  humor,  made  him  an  able  and  effective 
advocate.  In  speaking  before  the  people  on  political 
subjects  he  was  especially  forcible  and  happy.  In 
1870  he  made  the  tour  of  Europe,  which,  through  his 
extensive  personal  acquaintance  with  European  dip- 
lomateSi  he  was  enabled  to  enjoy  much  more  than 
most  travelers, 

Mr.  McClelland  married,  in  1837,  Miss  Sarah 
E.  Sabin,  of  Williamstown,  Mass.  They  have  had 
six  children,  two  of  whom  now  survive. 


^^^^^'^^^r'^^iyt-f'^^'''''^ 


GO  VERNORS  OF  MICHIGAN. 


NDREW    PARSONS,  Gover- 
nor of  Michigan  from   Marcli 
8,  '853  to  Jan.  3,    1855,  was 
bom  in  the  town  of  Hoosick, 
County    of     Rensselaer,    and 
Slate  of  New  York,  on  the  asd 
day  of  July,   1817,  and  died  June 
6,  1S55,  at  the    early   age   of   38 
W\     years.     He  was  the  son   of  Jolin 
'arsons,    born    at    Newbury[X)rt, 
s.,  (let.  2,  1782,  and  who  was  the 
if  Andrew  Parsons,a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  who  was  the  son  of  Phineas 
Parsons,  the  son  of  Samuel    Parsons, 
idant  of  Waller  Parsons,  iKirn 
1290. 

Of  this  name  and  family,  some  one  hundred  and 
thirty  years  ago.  Bishop  Gilson  remarked  in  his  edi- 
''onof  Camden's  Britannia:  "The  honorable  family 
**f  I'arsons  have  been  advanced  lo  the  dignity  of 
'''suiLitiis  and  more  lately  Earls  of  Ross." 

I'he  following  are  descendants  of  these  families: 
*"f  John  Parsons,  born  1481, was  Mayor  of  Hereford; 
I  ^iibttt  Parsons,  born  in  1546,  lived  near  Uridgewater, 
'■'igland.  He  was  educated  at  Ballial  College,  Ox- 
fuid,  and  was  a  noted  writer  and  defender  of  the 
'ioinish  faith.  He  established  an  English  College  at 
tome  and  another  at  ValtadoUa.  Frances  Parsons, 
l«rnin  1556,  was  Vicar  of  Roihwell,  in  Notingham; 
Bartholomew  Parsons,  born  in  1618,  was  another 
notedmemberof  the  family.  In  1634, Thomas  Parsons 
va3  knighted  by  Charles  I.  Joseph  and  Benjamin, 
bothers,  were  born  in  Great  Torrington,  England, 


and  accompanied  their  father  and  others  lo  New 
England  about  1630,  Samuel  Parsons,  bom  at  Salis- 
bury, Mass.,  in  1707,  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1730,  ordained  at  Rye,  N.  H.,  Nov,  3,  1736,  married 
Mary  Jones,  daughter  of  Samuel  Jones,  of  Bostoi-, 
Ocl.  9,  1739,  died  Jan.  4,  1789,  at  the  age  of  8a,  in 
the  53rd  yearof  his  ministry.  The  grandfather  of  Maty 
Jones  was  Capt.  John  Adams,  of  Boston,  grandson 
of  Henry,  of  Braintree,  who  was  among  the  first  set- 
tlers of  Massachusetts,  and  from  whom  a  numerous 
race  of  the  name  are  descended,  incKidir.g  two  Presi- 
dents of  the  United  States.  The  Parsons  have  be- 
come very  numerous  and  are  found  throughout  New 
England,  and  many  of  the  descedauts  are  scattered 
in  all  parts  of  the  United  Slates,  and  especially  in 
the  Middle  and  Western  Stales.  Governor  Andrew 
Parsons  came  to  Michigan  in  1835,  at  the  age  of  t7 
years,  and  si>ent  the  first  summer  al  I^wer  Ann 
Arbor,  where  for  a  few  months  he  tauglit  school  which 
he  was  compelled  to  abandon  from  ill  health 

He  was  one  of  the  large  number  of  men  of  sierling 
worth,  who  came  from  the  East  to  Michigan  when  it 
was  an  infant  State,  or,  even  prior  to  its  assuming 
the  dignity  of  a  State,  and  who,  by  their  wisdom, 
enterprise  and  energy,  have  developied  its  wonderful 
natural  resources,  until  to-day  it  ranks  with  the  proud- 
est States  of  the  Union.  These  brave  men  come  lo 
Michigan  with  nothing  to  aid  them  in  the  conquest 
of  the  wilderness  save  courageous  hearts  and  stnang 
and  willing  hands.  They  gloriously  conquered,  how- 
ever, and  to  them  is  due  all  honor  for  the  lalio;s 
so  nobly  ]>erformed,  for  the  solid  and  sure  foundatiou 
which   they  laid   of  a    great   Commonwealth. 
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In  ihc  fall  of  1835,  he  explored  the  Grand  River 
Valley  in  a  frail  canoe,  the  whole  length  of  the  river, 
fiom  Jackson  to  Lake  Michigan,  and  sj^eni  the  following 
winter  as  clerk  in  a  store  at  Prairie  Creek,  in  Ionia, 
County,  and  in  the  spring  went  to  Marshall,  where  he 
resided  with  his  brother,  the  Hon.  Luke  H.  Parsons, 
also  now  deceased,  until  fall,  when  he  went  to  Shia- 
wasseCounty,then  with  Clinton  County,  and  an  almost 
unbroken  wilderness  and  constituting  one  organized 
township.  In  1837  this  territory  was  organized  into 
a  county  and,  at  the  age  of  only  19  years,  he  (An- 
drew) was  elected  County  Clerk.  In  1840,  he  was 
elected  Register  of  IJeeds,  re-elected  in  1842,  and 
also  in  1844.  In  1846,  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  was  appointed  Prosecuting  Attorney  in  1848, 
and  elected  Regent  of  the  University  in  1851,  and 
Lieutenant  Governor,  and  became  acting  Governor, 
i'"'  i^53>  elected  again  to  the  Legislature  in  1854,  aiul, 
overcome  by  debilitated  health,  hard  labor  and  the 
resixjnsibilities  of  his  office  and  cares  of  his  basiiie:^^, 
retired  to  his  farm,  where  he  died  soon  after. 

He  was  a  fluent  and   persuasive  s[)jaker  and   well 
calculated  to  make  friends  of  his  ac^uantances.      He 
was  always  true  to  his   trust,   and   the  whole   woild 
could  not  persuade  nor  drive  him  to  do  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  wrong.     When  Governor,  a  most  ix)vver- 
ful  railroad  influence  was  brought  to  bear  \\\)o\\  him, 
to  induce  him  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture.    Meetings  were  held  in  all    parts  of  the    State 
for  that  purix)se.     In  some  sections  the   resolutions 
were  of  a  laudatory  nature,  intending  to  make  him  do 
their  bidding  by  resort  to  friendly  and  flatterir^g  words. 
In  other  places  the  resolutions  were  of  a  demanding 
nature,  while  in  others  they  were  threatening  l.eyond 
measure.     Fearing  that    all    these    influences    might 
fail  to  induce  him  to  call   the  extra   session,  a   large 
sum  of  money  was  sent  him,  and  liberal  ofl'ers  ten- 
dered him  if  he  would  gratify  the  railroad  interest  of 
the  State  and  call  the  extra  session,  but,  immovable, 
he    returned    the     money  and   refused    to    receive 
any  (avois,  whether  from  any  party  who   would    at- 
tempt to  corru'n  ^im  by  laudations,  liberal  ofl'ers,  or 


by  threats,  and  in  a  short  letter  to  the  people,  after 
giving  overwhelming  reasons  that  no   sensible  mar. 
could  dispute,  showing  the  circumstances  were  not 
"extraordinary,"  he  refused  to  call  the  extra  session. 
This  brought  down  the  wrath  of  various  parties  upon 
his  head,  but  they  were  soon  forced  to  acknowledge 
the  wisdom  and  the  justice  of  his   course.     One  0! 
his  greatest  enemies  said,  after  a  long  acquaintance:    ' 
^'though  not  always  coinciding  with  his  views  I  never 
doubted  his  honesty   of  purpose.     He    at    all  times 
sought  to  perform  his  duties    in    strict    accordance, 
with  the  dictates  of  his  conscience,  and  the  behests 
of  his  oath."   The  following  eulogium  from  a  iX)litcalop- 
I)onent  is  just  in  its  conception  and  creditable  to  its 
author:     ''(jov.  Parsons  was  a  [x>litician  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic: school,  a  man  of  pure  moral  character,  fixed 
and  exemplary  habits,  and  entirely  blameless  in  ever}* 
iniblic  and  i)iivate  relation  of  life.     As  a  [X)litician  he 
was  caiidid,  liank  and  free  from  bitterness,  as  an  ex- 
ecutive   officer    firm,   constant    and    reliable."     The 
hi:-;hest  comnieiulations  we  can  pay  the  deceased  is 
lo  -ive  his  j  1st  iecord, — that  of  being  an  honest  man. 
In  the  sprin  ;  of  1854,  during  the  administration  of 
Governor    Pa i sons,    the    Republican    party,  at  least 
as  a  Slate  organization,  was  first  formed  in  the  United 
States  "under  tlie  oaks"  at   Jackson,  by  anti-slavery 
men  of  both  the  old  j)arties.     Great  excitement  pre- 
vailed   at    this    lime,   occasioned  by  the   settling  of 
Kansas,  and  the  issue    thereby  brought  up,  whether 
slavery  should  exist  there.  For  the  purpose  of  peniiit- 
ting  slaver)'  there,  the  "  Missouri  compromise  "  (whic'i 
limited    slavery    to    the    south    of  36^  30*)    was    re- 
repealed,  uiider  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A,  Douglas. 
This  was  repealed  by  a  bill   admitting  Kansas  and 
Nebraska  into  the  Union,  as  Territories,  and  those  who 
were  opix)sed  to  this  repeal  measure  were   in    short 
called  **  anti-N'ebraska"  men.      The  epithets,    "Ne- 
braska" and  "anti-Nebraska,"  were   temporally  cm- 
ployed    to   designate   the  slavery    and    anti-slaveiy 
parties,  pending  the  desolution  of  the  old  Democratic 
and  Whig  parties  :>nd  the  organization   of  the    new 
Democratic  and    Republican  parties  of  the  present 
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INSLEV  S.  BINGHAM, 
Governor  of  Michigan  from 
i8ss  to  1859,  and  United 
Stales  Senalor,'  was  born  in 
Camillus,  Ono:idaga  County, 
N.  Y.,  Dec.  iC,  1808.  His 
father  was  a  fanner,  and  his  own 
early  life  was  consequently  de- 
voted to  agricultural  pursuits,  but 
notwithstanding  the  dlsadvan- 
lazjcs  related  to  the  acquisition 
of  knowledge  in  the  life  of  a  farmer 
lie  managed  to  secure  a  good  aca- 
demic education  in  his  native  State 
and  studied  law  in  the  office  of 
Gen.  James  R.  Lawrence,  now  of 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.  In  the  spring  of 
1833,  he  married  an  estimable  lady 
wlio  had  recently  arrived  from  Scot- 
land, and  obeying  the  impulse  of  a 
naturally  enterprising  disposition, 
he  emigrated  to  Michigan  and 
purchased  a  new  farm  in  company 
'  wiiJj  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  Robert 
*''*nten,  in  Green  Oak,  Livingston  County.  Here,  on 
the  border  of  civilization,  buried  in  the  primeval  for- 
"•■  Our  late  student  commenced  the  ardVous  task  of 
Ifeparing  a  future  home,  clearing  and  fencing,  put- 
^  tip  buildings,  etc.,  at  sut  h  ;i  rale  that  the  land 


chosen  was  soon  reduced  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

Becoming  deservedly  prominent,  Mr.  Bingham  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Post- 
master tinder  the  Territorial  government,  and  was  Ihe 
first  Probate  Judge  in  the  county.  In  the  year  1836. 
when  Michiga  1 1  ecame  a  State,  he  was  elected  to  the 
first  Legislature.  He  was  four  times  re-elected,  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  three  years. 
In  1846  he  was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  Re|>- 
rescntative  to  Congress,  and  was  the  only  practical 
farmer  tn  that  body.  He  was  never  forgetful  of  the 
interest  of  agriculture,  and  was  in  particular  opposed 
to  the  introduction  of  "Wood's  Patent  <"ast  Iron 
Plow "  which  he  completely  prevented.  He  was  re- 
elected to  Congress  in  1848,  during  which  time  he 
strongly  opposed  the  extension  of  slavery  in  the 
territory  of  the  United  Sta'es  and  was  committed  to 
and  voted  for  the  Wilmot  Proviso. 

In  1854,  at  the  first  organitation  of  (he  Republican 
party,  in  consequence  of  his  record  in  Congress  as  a 
Free  Soil  Democrat,  Mr.  Bingham  was  nominated 
and  elected  Governor  of  the  State,  and  re-elected  in 
1856.  Still  faithful  to  the  memory  of  his  own  formei 
occupation,  he  did  not  forget  the  farmers  during  his 
administration,  and  among  other  piofits  of  his  zeal  in 
their  behalf,  he  became  mainly  instrumental  in  the 
eslabliahment  of  the  Agricultural  College  at  Lansing. 

In  1859,  Governor  Bingham  was  elerted  Senaiprin 
Congress  andlook  an  active  pan  in  the  stormy  cam- 
paign in  the  election  of  Abraham  Lincoln.     He  wit- 
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nessed  the  comuiencement  of  the  civil  war  while  a 
member  of  the  United  States  Senate.  After  a  com- 
l)aratively  short  life  of  remarkable  promise  and  pub- 
lic activity  he  was  attacked  with  appoplexy  and  died 
suddenly  at  his  residence,  in  Green  Oak,  Oct.  5, 1861. 

The  most  noticable  event  in  Oovernor  Bingham's 
first  term  was  the  completion  of  the  ship  canal,  at  the 
Falls  of  St.  Mary.  In  1852,  Angust  26,  an  act  of 
Congress  was  approved,  granting  to  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan seven  hundred  and  fiity  thousand  acres  of  land 
lor  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  ship  canal  between 
Lakes  Huron  and  Superior.  In  1853,  the  Legislature 
accepted  the  grant,  and  provided  tor  the  apix)intment 
of  commissioners  to  select  the  donated  lands,  and  to 
arrange  for  building  the  canal.  A  company  of  enter- 
prising men  was  formed,  and  a  contract  was  entered 
into  by  which  it  was  arranged  that  the  canal  should 
be  finished  in  two  years,  and  the  work  was  pushed 
rapidly  forward.  Every  article  of  consumption,  ma- 
chinery, working  implements  and  materials,  timber 
for  the  gates,  stones  for  the  locks,  as  well  as  men  and 
supplies,  had  to  be  trans^xDrted  to  the  site  of  the  canal 
from  Detroit,  Cleveland,  and  other  lake  jxjrts.  The 
rapids  which  had  to  be  surmounted  have  a  fall  of 
seventeen  feet  and  are  about  one  mile  long.  The 
length  of  the  canal  is  less  than  one  mile,  its  width  one 
hundred  feet,  depth  twelve  feet  and  it  has  two  locks 
of  solid  masonary.  In  May,  1855,  the  work  was  com- 
pleted, accepted  by  the  commissioners,  and  formally 
delivered  to  the  State  authorities. 

The  disbursements  on  account  of  the  construction 
of  the  canal  and  selecting  the  lands  amounted  to  one 
million  of  dollars ;  while  the  lands  which  were  as- 
signed to  the  company,  and  selected  through  the 
agency  at  the  Sault,  as  well  as  certain  lands  in  the 
Upper  and  Lower  Peninsulas,  filled  to  an  acre  the 
Government  grant.  The  opening  of  the  canal  was 
an  important  event  in  the  history  of  the  improvement 
of  the  State.  It  was  a  valuable  link  in  the  chain  of 
lake  commerce,  and  particularly  important  to  the 
interests  of  the  Upper  Peninsula. 

There  were  several  educational,  charitable  and  re- 
formatory institutions  inaugurated  and  opened  during 
Gov.  Bingham's  administrations.  The  Michigan  Ag- 
ricultural College  owes  its  establishment  to  a  provision 
of  the  State  Constitution  of  1850.  Article  13  says, 
"  The  Legislature  shall,  as  soon  as  practicable,  pro- 
vide for  the  establishment  of  an  agricultural  school." 
For  the  pur|X)se  of  carying  into  practice  this  provision, 
legislation  was  commenced  in  1855,  and  the  act  re- 
quired that  the  school  should  be  within  ten  miles  of 
Lansing,  and  that  not  more  than  $15  an  acre  should 
be  paid  for  the  farm  and  college  grounds.  The  col- 
lege was  opened  to  students  in  May,  1857,  the  first  of 
existing  argricultural  colleges  in  the  United  States 
Until  the  spring  of  1 861,  it  was  under  the  control 
of  the  State  Board  of  Education;  since  that  time  it 
has  been  under  the  management  of  the  State  Board 


of  Agriculture,  which  was  created  for  that  purpose. 

In  its  essential  features,  of  combining  study  and 
labor,  and  of  uniting  general  and  professional  studies 
in  its  course,  the  college  has  remained  virtually  un- 
changed from  the  first.  It  has  a  steady  growth  in 
number  of  students,  in  means  of  illustration  and 
efficiency  of  instruction. 

The  Agricultural  College  is  three  miles  cast  of 
Lansing,  comprising  several  fine  buildings;  and  there 
are  also  very  beautiful,  substantial  residences  for  the 
professors.  There  are  also  an  extensive,  well-filled 
green-bouse,  a  very  large  and  well-equipped  chemical 
laboratory,  one  of  the  most  scienrific  apiaries  in  the 
United  States,  a  general  museum,  a  meseum  of  me- 
chanical inventions,  another  of  vegetable  products, 
extensive  barns,  piggeries,  etc.,  etc.,  in  fine  trim  for 
the  purposes  designed.  The  farm  consists  of  676 
acres,  of  which  about  300  are  under  cultivation  in  a 
systematic  rotation  of  crops. 

Adrian  College  was  established  by  the  Wesleyan 
Methodists  in  1859,  now  under  the  control  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  The  grounds  contain  about  20 
acres.  There  are  four  buildings,  capable  of  accom- 
modating about  225  students.  Attendance  in  1875 
was  179;  total  number  of  graduates  for  previous  year, 
121  ;  ten  professors  and  teachers  are  employed.  Ex- 
clusive of  the  endowment  fund  ($80,000),  the  assets 
of  the  institution,  including  grounds,  buildings,  furni- 
ture, ai)paratus,  musical  instruments,  outlying  lands, 
etc.,  amount  to  more  than  $137,000. 

Hillsdale  College  was  established  in  1855  by  the 
Free  Baptists.  The  Michigan  Central  College,  at 
Spring  Arbor,  was  incorporated  in  1845  It  was  kept 
in  operation  until  it  was  merged  into  the  present 
Hillsdale  College.  The  site  comprises  25  acres, 
beautifully  situated  on  an  eminence  in  the  western 
part  of  the  city  of  Hillsdale.  The  large  and  impos- 
ing building  first  erected  was  nearly  destroyed  by  fire 
in  1874,  and  in  its  place  five  buildings  of  a  more 
modern  style  have  been  erected.  They  are  of  brick, 
three  stories  with  basement,  arranged  on  three  sides 
of  a  quadrangle.  The  size  is,  respectively,  80  by  80, 
48  by  7  2,  48  by  7  2,  80  by  60,  5  2  by  7  2,  and  they  con- 
tain one-half  more  room  than  the  original  building. 

The  State  Reform  School.  This  was  established 
at  Lansing  in  1855,  in  the  northeastern  portion  of  the 
city,  as  the  House  of  Correction  for  Juvenile  Of- 
fenders, having  about  it  many  of  the  features  of  a 
prison.  In  1859  the  name  was  changed  to  the  State 
Reform  School.  The  government  and  dicipline,  have 
undergone  many  and  radical  changes,  until  all  the 
prison  features  have  been  removed  except  those  that 
remain  in  the  walls  of  the  original  structure,  and 
which  remain  only  as  monuments  of  instructive  his- 
tory. No  bolts,  bars  or  guards  are  employed.  The 
inmates  are  necessarily  kept  under  the  surveillance  of 
officers,  but  the  attempts  at  escape  are  much  fewer 
than  under  the  more  rigid  regime  of  former  days. 
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\  OSES  WISNER.  Governor  of 
I  Michigan  from  185910  1861, 
^33  bom  ill  S|>ringport,  Cayii- 
'  ga  Co..  N  Y.,  Jm.e  3,  .8.5. 
s  early  cducalion  was  only 
'  wliat  could  be  obtained  at  a 
II  school.  Agricultural  labor 
ind  frugality  of  his  parents  gave 
liiii  a  physical  consiitulion  of  unus- 
iL  \x7i\  strength  and  endurance,  which 
r  preserved  by  temperate  hab- 
13.  In  i8j7  he  emigrated  to  MJchi- 
;an  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Lapeer 
[^uniy  It  was  new  land  and  he  at 
iX  to  woik  to  clear  it  and  plant 
crops.  He  labored  diligently  at  his 
'  UskbrCwo  years,  when  he  gave  up 
*^  idea  of  being  a  farmer,  and  removed  to  Pontiac, 
'^»  Mand  Co.  Here  he  commenced  the  study  of  law 
*  ■^he  office  of  his  brother,  George  W.  Wistter,  and 
-*->  ffus  Hosmer.  Tn  1841  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
^^3.  established  himself  in  his  new  vocation  at  the 
**lageof  Lapeer.  While  there  he  was  appjiointed 
.  \\'codbtidge  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  that 
ti  which  capacity  he  acquitted  himself  well 
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^^^  gave  promise  of  that  eminence  he  afterward  at- 
^»r»ed  in  the  profession.  He  remained  at  Lapeerbul 
■^  ^Viorl  time,  removing  to  Pontiac,  where  he  became 
*  »'»iember  of  a  firm  and  entered  fully  upon  the 
f^actice. 

In  politics  he  was  like  his  talented  brother,  a  Whig 
"'  the  Henry  Oay  stamp,  but  with  a  decided  anti- 
Haver)  bias.     His   practice  becoming  extensive,   he 


took  little  part  in  politics  until  after  the  election  of 
Mr.  Pierce  lo  the  Presidency  in  1S52,  when  he  took  an 
active  ))ari  against  slavery.  Asa  lawyer  he  was  a 
man  of  great  ability,  but  relied  less  upon  mere  book 
learning  than  u|)on  his  native  good  sense.  Libetal 
and  courteous,  was  he  yet  devoted  to  the  interest  of 
his  client,  and  no  facts  escai)ed  his  attention  or  his 
memory  which  bore  upon  the  case.  He  was  no  friend 
of  trickery  or  artifice  in  coiiduciing  a  case  As  an  ad- 
vocate he  had  few  equals.  When  fully  aroused  by  the 
merits  of  his  subject  his  eloquence  was  at  once  grace- 
ful and  jxiwerfiil.  His  fancies  supplied  the  most 
original,  the  most  pointed  illustrations,  and  his  logic 
became  a  battling  giant  under  whose  heavy  blows  the 
adversary  shrank  and  withered.  Nature  had  be- 
stowed upon  him  rare  qualities,  and  his  powers  as  a 
[xipular  orator  weie  of  a  high  order. 

On  the  passage  of  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Act  of 
1854.  repealing  the  Missouri  compromise  and  Oldening 
the  Territories  to  slavery,  he  was  among  the  foremost 
ill  Michigan  to  denounce  the  shamful  scheme.  He 
actively  participated  in  organizing  and  consolidating 
the  elements  opposed  to  it  in  that  State,  and  w^is  a 
member  of  the  popular  gatheiing  at  Jackson,  in  July, 
1854,  which  was  the  first  formal  Republican  Conven- 
tion held  in  the  United  Stales.  At  this  meeting  ihe 
name  "  Republican  "  was  adopted  as  a  designation  of 
the  new  party  consisting  of  Anli-slaver>',  Whigs, 
Liberty  men,  Free  Soil  Deniocrats  and  all  others  op- 
posed to  ihe  extension  of  slavery  and  favorable  to  its 
expulsion  from  the  Territories  and  the  District  of 
Columbia.  At  this  convention  Mr.  W.  was  urged  to 
accept  the  nomination  for  Attorney  General  of  the 


1^2 


Mosj^s  iy/syyiA\ 


Si.'Ue,  l)iit  declined.  An  entire  State  ticket  was  nom- 
inated and  at  the  annual  election  in  November  was 
elected  l>y  an  average  majority  of  nearly  10,000. 
Mr.  W.  was  enthusiastic  in  the  cause  and  brought  to 
its  supjxjrt  all  his  personal  influence  and  talents.  In 
hisviews  he  was  lx)ld  and  radical.  He  believed  from 
the  l)eginning  that  the  [Xilitical  jwwer  of  the  slave- 
holders would  have  to  be  overthrown  before  (juiet 
could  be  secured  to  the  country.  In  the  Presidential- 
can  vass  of  1856  he  supi^rted  the  Fremont,  or  Re- 
publican, ticket.  At  the  session  of  the  Legislature  of 
1857  he  was  a  candidate  for  United  States  Senator, 
and  as  such  received  a  very  handsome  support. 

In  1858,  he  was  nominated  for  Governor  of  the 
State  by  the  Republican  convention  that  met  at  De- 
troit, and  at  the  subsequent  November  election  was 
chosen  by  a  very  large  majority.  Before  the  day  of 
the  election  he  had  addressed  the  people  of  alsnost 
every  county  and  his  majority  was  greater  even  than 
that  of  his  popular  predecessor,  Hon.  K.  S.  Bingham. 
He  served  as  Governor  two  years,  from  Jan.  i.  i85f;, 
to  Jan.  I,  1861.  His  first  message  lo  the  Legislature 
was  an  able  and  statesman -like  production,  and  was 
read  with  usual  favor.  It  showed  that  he  was  awake 
to  all  the  interests  of  the  State  and  set  forth  an  en- 
lightened State  policy,  that  had  its  view  of  the  ra[>id 
settlement  of  our  uncultivated  lands  and  the  devel- 
opment of  our  immense  agricultural  and  mineral  re- 
sources. It  was  a  document  that  reflected  the  highest 
credit  upon  the  author. 

His  term  having  expired  Jan.  i,  1861,  he  returned 
Jo  his  home  in  Pontiac,  and  to  the  practice  of  his 
profession.  There  were  those  in  the  State  who 
counselled  the  sending  of  delegates  to  the  peace  con- 
ference at  Washington,  but  Mr.  W.  was  opposed  to  all 
such  temix)rizing  exi:)edients.  His  counsel  was  to 
send  no  delegate,  but  to  prepare  to  fight. 

After  Congress  had  met  and  passed  the  necessary 
legislation  he  resolved  to  take  part  in  the  war.  In 
the  spring  and  summer  of  1862  he  set  to  work  to 
raise  a  regiment  of  infantry,  chiefly  in  Oakland 
County,  where  he  resided.  His  regiment,  the  2 2d 
Michigan,  was  armed  and  equipped  and  ready  to 
mafch  in  September,  a  regiment  whose  solid  quali- 
ties were  afterwards  proven  on  many  a  bloody  field. 
Col.  W's.  commission  bore  the  date  of  Sept.  8,  1862. 
Before  parting  with  his  family  he  made  his  will.  His 
regiment  was  sent  to   Kentucky   and  quartered   at 


Camp  Wallace.     He  had  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
wjr  turned  his  attention  lo  military  .studies  and  be- 
came proficient  in  the  ordinary   rules  and  discipline. 
His  entire  attention  was  now  devoted  to  his  duties. 
His  treatment  of  his  men  was  kind,  though  his  disci- 
pline was  rigid.     He  possessed  in  an^  eminent  degree 
the  spirit  of  command,  and  had   he   lived  he  would 
no    doubt   have    distinguished     himself    as   a  good 
ofticer.     He  was   impatient  of  delay   and  chafed   at 
being  kept   in   Kentucky  where  there  was  so  little 
prosiHJct  of  getting  at  the  enemy.     But  life  in  camp, 
so  difl*erent  from  the  one  he  had  been  leading,   ano 
ills  incessant  labors,  coupled   with   that  impatience 
which  was  so  natural  and  so  general  among  the  vol- 
unteers in  the  early  part  of  the  war,  soon  made  their 
influence  felt  uix)n  his  health.     He  was  seized  with 
typhoid  fever  and  removed  to  a  private  house  near 
Lexington.     Every  care  which  medical  skill  or  the 
hand  of  friendship  could  bestow  was  rendered  him. 
In  the  delirious  wanderings  of  his  mind  he  was  dis- 
ciolining  his  men  and  urging  them  to  be  prepared  for 
an  encounter  with  the  enemy,  enlarging  upon  the  jus- 
tice of  their  cause  and  the  necessity  of  their  crush- 
ng  the  Rebellion.     But  the  source  of  his  most  poig- 
nant gnet  was  the  prospect  of  not  being  able  to  come 
to  a   hand-to-hand    encounter  with    the   "chivalry." 
He  was  proud  of  his  regiment,  and  felt  that  if  it  could 
find  the  enemy   it   would  cover  itself  with  glory, — a 
distinction  it  afterward  obtained,  but  not  until  Col  W. 
was  no  more.     The  malady  baffled  all  medical  treat- 
ment, and  on  the  5th  day  of  Jan.,  1863,  he  breathed 
his  last.     His  remains  were  removed  to  Michigan  and 
interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Pontiac,  where  they   rest 
by  the  side  of  the  brave  Gen.  Richardson,  who  re- 
ceived his  mortal  wound  at  the  battle  of  Antietam. 
Col.  W.  was  no  adventurer,  although  he  was  doubtless 
ambitious  of  military  renown  and  would  have  striven 
for  it  with  characteristic  energy.     He  went  to  the  war 
to  defend  and  uphold  the  principles  he  had  so  much 
at  heart.     Few  men  were  more  familiar  than  he  with, 
the  causes  and  the  underlying  principles  that  led  to 
the  contest.     He  left  a  wife,  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Gen.  C.  C.  Hascall,  of  Flint,  and  four  children   to 
mourn  his  loss.     Toward  them  he  ever  showed  the 
tenderest  regard.     Next  to  his  duty  their  love  and 
welfare  engrossed  his  thoughts.     He  was  kind,  gen- 
erous and  brave,  and  like   thousands  of  otheis   he 
sleeps  the  sleep  of  the  martyr  for  his  country. 
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USTIN  BLAIR,  Governor 
\oi  Michigan  from  Jan.  z, 
,  lo  Jan.  4,  1865,  and 
f  town  as  tlie  War  Governor,  is 
ind  illustration  of  ihe  benifi- 
Leiit  inHuence  of  republican  in- 
stiiiitions,  having  inherited  neiili- 
ertortiine  nor  fame.  He  was  Ixirn 
in  a  log  cabin  at  Caroline,  Tomp- 
kii!,  Co,  N.  Y.,  Feb.  8,  1S18. 
Hii>  ancestors  came  from  Scot- 
'  land  in  the  time  of  George  t,  and 
[  for  many  generations  followed  the 
It  of  agriculture.  His  father, 
Geor|,e  Blair,  settled  in  Tompkins 
County  in  1809,  and  felled  the  trees  and  erected  the 
first  cabin  in  the  county  The  last  60  of  the  four- 
score and  four  years  of  his  life  were  spent  on  that 
spot.  HemarriedRhodaBlacktnan,whonow  sleeps 
with  him  in  thesoilof  theold  homestead.  Thefirst 
17  years  of  his  life  were  spent  there,  rendering  his 
father  what  aid  he  could  npon  the  farm.  He  then 
s|)ent  a  year  and  a  half  in  Cazenovia  Seminary  ])re- 
paring  for  college;  entered  Hamilton  College,  in 
Clinton,  prosecuted  his  studies  until  the  middle  of 
the  jimior  year,  when,  attracted  by  the  fame  of  l>r. 
Noit,  be  changed  lo  Union  College,  fioni  which  he 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1S31).  Upon  leaving  col- 
^geMr.  Blair  read  law  two  years  in  the  office  of  Sweet 
&  Davis,  Owego,  N.  Y,,  and  was  admitted  tojiractice 
in  idfi.  and  the  same  year  moved  to  Michigan,  locat- 


ing in  Jackson.  During  u  temjxjrary  residence  in 
Eaton  Rapids,in  1841,  he  was  elected  ClerkofEaion 
County,  At  Ihe  close  of  ihe  official  term  he  returned  '.o 
Jackson,  and  as  a  Whig,  zealously  esjxjused  thecauiie 
of  Henry  (.'lay  in  the  campaign  of  1 844.  He  was  chosen 
Represen'anive  lo  ihe  I-egislature  in  1845,  at  whicl) 
session,  as  a  member  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  he 
rendered  valuable  service  in  the  revision  of  the  gen- 
eral statutes;  also  made  an  able  report  in  favor  of 
abolishing  the  color  distinction  in  relation  lo  the  elec- 
tive franchise,  and  at  the  same  session  was  active  in 
securing  (be  abolition  of  capital  punishment.  In  184S 
Mr.  Blair  refused  longer  to  affiliate  with  the  Whig 
party,  because  of  its  lefusial  lo  endorse  in  convention 
any  anli-slavery  sentiment.  He  joined  the  Free-soil 
movement,  and  was  a  delegate  to  their  convention 
which  nominated  Van  Buren  for  President  that  year. 
Upon  the  birth  of  the  Republican  party  at  Jackson, 
in  1854,  by  the  coalition  of  the  Whig  .and  Free-soil 
elements,  Mr.  Blair  was  in  full  sympathy  with  the 
movement,  and  acted  as  a  member  of  ihe  Committee 
on  Platform.  He  was  elected  Prosecuting  Attorney 
of  Jackson  County  in  1852  ;  was  chosen  State  Senatoi 
I  two  years  later,  taking  his  scat  with  the  incoming  Re- 
j  publican  administration  of  1855,  and  holding  the 
j    [lositiori  of  parliamentar)'  leader  in  toe  Senate.     He 

was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Convention    ' 

I    nominated    .\braham    Lincoln  in    i860.     Mr.    Bi; 

I   was  elected  Governor  of  Michigan  in  j86o,  and  1 

elected  in  i86z,  faithfully  and  honorably  dischargi 

Ihc  ard-.ous  dulias  of  the  office  during  thai  ino';i  m 
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menlous  and  stormy  period  of  the  Nation  s  life.  Gov. 
Blair  ix>ssessed  a  clear  comprehension  of  the  perilous 
situation  from  the  inception  of  the  Rebellion,  and  his 
inaugural  address  foreshadowed  the  prompt  executive 
policy  and  the  administrative  ability  which  charac- 
terized   his    gubernatorial  career. 

Never  perhaps  in  the  history  of  a  nation  has  a 
brighter  example  been  laid  down,  or  a  greater  sacri- 
fice been  made,  than  that  which  distinguished  Mich- 
igan during  the  civil  war.  All,  from  the  "  War  Gov- 
ernor/* down  to  the  poorest  citizen  of  the  State,  were 
animated  with  a  patriotic  ardor  at  once  magnificiently 
sublime  and  wisely  directed. 

Very  early  in   1861   the  coming  struggle   cast   its 
shadow  over  the  Nation.  Governor  Blair,  in  his  mes- 
sage to  the  Legislature  in  January  of  that  year,  dwelt 
very  forcibly  upon  the  sad  prospects  of  civil  war;  and 
as  forcibly  pledged  the  State  to  support  the  principles 
of  the  Republic.     After   a  review  of  the  conditions 
of  the  State,  he  passed  on  to  a  consideration  of  the 
relations  between  the  free  and  slave  Slates  of  the 
Republic,  saying:  "  While  we  are  citizens  of  the  State 
of  Michigan,  and  as  such  deeply  devoted  to  her  in- 
terests and  honor,  we  have  a  still  prouder  title.      We 
are  also  citizeas  of  the  United  States  of  America.  By 
this  title  we  are  known  among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
In  remote  quarters  of  the  globe,  where  the  names  of 
the  States  are  unknown,  the  flag  of  the  great  Republic, 
the  banner  of  the  stars  and  stripes,  honor  and  protect 
her  citizens.     In  whatever  concerns   the   honor,   the 
prosperity  and  the  perpetuity  of  this  great   Govern- 
ment, we  are  deeply  interested.  The  people  of  Mich- 
igan are  loyal  to  that  Government — faithful  to  its  con- 
stitution and  its  laws.     Under  it  they  have  had  peace 
and  prosperity ;  and  under  it  they  mean  to  abide  to 
the  end.     Feeling  a  just  pride  in  the  glorious  history 
of  the  past,  they  will    not  renounce  the  equally  glo- 
rious hopes  of  the  future.     But  they  will  rally  around 
the  standards  of  the  Nation  and  defend   its   integrity 
and  its  constitution,  with  fidelity."    The   final  para- 
graph being: 
'*  I  recommend  you  at  an  eariy  day  to  make  mani- 


fest to  the  gentlemen  who  represent  this  State  in  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress,  and  to  the  country,  that 
Michigan  is  loyal  to  the  Union,  the  ConsUtution,  and 
the  laws  and  will  defend  them  to  the  uttermost ;  and 
to  proffer  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
whole  military  power  of  the  State  for  that  purpose. 
Oh,  for  the  firm,  steady  hand  of  a  Washington,  or  a 
Jackson,  to  guide  the  ship  of  State  in  this  perilous 
storm  I  Let  us  hope  that  we  will  find  him  on  the  4th 
of  March.  Meantime,  let  us  abide  in  the  faith  of  our 
fathers — *  Liberty  and  Union,  one  and  inseparable, 
now  and  forever. 

How  this  stirring  appeal  was  responded  to  by  the 
people  of  Michigan  will  be  seen  by  the  statement 
that  the  State  furnished  88,1 11  men  during  the  war. 
Money,  men,  clothing  and  food  were  freely  and  abun- 
dantly supplied  by  this  State  during  all  these  years  of 
darkness  and  blood  shed.  No  State  won  a  brighter 
record  for  her  devotion  to  our  country  than  the  Pen- 
insula State,  and  to  Gov.  Blair,  more  than  to  any 
other  individual  is  due  the  credit  for  its  untiring  zeal 
and  labors  in  the  Nation's  behalf,  and  for  the  heroism 
manifested  in  its  defense. 

Gov.  Blair  was  elected  Representative  to  the 
Fortieth  Congress,  and  twice  re-elected,  to  the  Forty- 
first  and  Forty-second  Congress,  from  the  Third  Dis- 
trict of  Michigan.  While  a  member  of  that  body  he 
was  a  strong  supporter  of  reconstruction  measures, 
and  sternly  opposed  every  form  of  repudiation.  His 
si)eech  uix)n  the  national  finances,  delivered  on  the 
floor  of  the  House  March  2t,  1868,  was  a  clear  and 
convincing  argument.  Since  his  retirement  from  Con- 
gress, Mr.  Blair  has  been  busily  occupied  with  his  ex- 
tensive law  pracrice.  Mr.  Blair  married  Sarah  L, 
Ford,  of  Seneca  County  N.  Y.,  in   February,    1849. 

Their  family  consists  of  4  sons — George  H.,  a  postal 
clerk  in  the  railway  mail  service;  Charles  A.,  partner 
with  his  father;    Fred.  J.  and  Austin  T.,  at  home. 

Governor  Blair's  religion   is  of  the  broad  type,  and 

centers  in  the  "Golden  Rule."  In  1883,  Gov.  Blair 
was  nominated  for  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  State  by  the  Republican  pnrty,  but  was  defeated. 
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t  ENRYHOWl.ANDCRAPO, 
£  Governor  of  Michigan  from 
1865  to  1869,  was  Iwrii  May 
1804,  at  DartinoiUh,  bris- 
.  lol  Co.,  Mass.,  and  died  at 
Flint,  Mich.,  July  22,  1869. 
;  was  the  eldest  son  of  Jesse 
d  Plirebe  (Howland)  Crapo. 
s  father  was  of  French  descent 
'  and  was  very  poor,  sustaining  his 
fjfamily  hy  the  cultivation  of  a  farm  in 
Dartmaulb  township,  which  yielded 
3)  nothing  beyond  a  mere  livelihood, 
lis  early  life  was  consequently  one 
oil  and  devoid  of  advantages  for 
intellectual  culture,  but  his  desire  for 
an  education  seemed  10  know  no  bounds.  The  in- 
cessant toil  for  a  mere  subsistence  ujxjn  a  compara- 
tively sterile  farm,  had  nochann  for  him;  and,  longing 
for  greater  usefulness  and  l>etler  things,  he  looked  for 
(hem  in  an  education.  His  struggles  to  secure  this 
end  necessitated  sacrifices  and  hardshi|>s  that  would 
have  discouraged  any  liut  the  most  courageous  and 
|»ersevering.  He  became  an  ardent  student  and 
worker  from  his  lioyhood,  though  the  means  of  carry- 
ing on  his  studies  were  exceedingly  limited.  He 
sorely  felltheneedofadic[ionary;and,  neither  having 
money  wherewith  to  purchase  il,  nor  being  able  to 
I>rocure  one  in  his  neighliorhood,  he  set  out  to  compile 
one  for  himself.  In  order  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
the  English  language,  he  copied  into  a  book  every 
word  whose  meaning  he  did  not  comjirehend,  and 
upon  meeting  the  same  word  again  in  the  newsi)ai)ers 
and  liv->ki,  which   came   into  his  hands,   from   the 


context,  would  then  record  llie  delinition.  Wheneyer 
unable  othenvise  to  obtain  the  signihcation  of  a  woid 
in  which  he  had  become  interested  he  would  walk 
from  Dartmouth  to  New  Bedford  for  tnat  purpose 
alone,  and  after  referring  lo  the  books  at  the  library 
and  satisfying  himself  thoroughly  as  to  itsdetinition, 
would  walk  back,  a  distance  of  about  seven  miles 
the  same  night.  This  was  no  unusual  circumstance. 
Under  such  difhcullies  and  in  this  manner  he  com- 
piled quite  an  extensive  dictionary  in  manuscrjp' 
which  is  believed  to  be  still  in  existence. 

Ever  in  pursuit  of  knowledge,  he  obtained  posses- 
sion of  a  book  u|>on  surveying,  and  applying  hinisel!' 
diligently  to  its  study  became  familiar  with  this  art. 
which  he  soon  had  an  opportunity  to  practice.  The 
services  of  a  land  surveyor  were  wanted,  and  he  was 
called  upon,  but  had  no  compass  and  no  money  with 
which  to  purchase  one,  A  compass,  however,  be 
must  and  would  have,  and  going  to  a  blacksmith  shop 
near  at  hand,  u|X)n  the  forge,  with  such  tools  as  hs 
could  find  in  the  shop,  while  the  smiih  was  at  dinner, 
he  constructed  the  compass  and  commenced  life  as  a 
surveyor.  Still  continuing  his  studies,  he  fitted  him- 
self forleachtug,  and  took  chargeof  (he  village  school 
at  Dartmouth.  When,  in  the  course  of  time  and  un- 
der the  pressure  of  law,  a  high  school  was  to  be 
opened,  he  passed  a  successful  examination  for  its 
princijialship  and  received  the  apix)intment.  To  do 
this  was  no  small  task.  The  law  required  a  rigid 
examination  in  various  subjects,  which  necessitated 
days  and  nights  of  study.  One  evening,  after  con- 
cluding his  day's  labor  of  leaching,  he  traveled  on  foot 
to  New  Bedford,  some  seven  or  eight  miles,  called 
U])on  the  preceptor  of  Friend's  Academy  and  passed 
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a.  severe  examination.  Receiving  a  certificate  ihat 
he  w^s  qualified,  he  walked  bairk  to  hii  liomc  llie 
same  ni^lit,  highly  elated  in  being  jrassessed  of  the 
acquire'.neiits  and  requirements  uf  a  master  of  the 
high  school. 

In  1832,  at  the  age  of  28  years,  he  left  his  native 
town  and  went  to  reside  at  New  Bedford,  where  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  land  surv^}or,  and  oc- 
casionally acted  as  an  auctioneer.  Soon  afierbecom- 
i;ig  a  tiliicn  of  this  jiiacc, he  was  elected  Town  Clerk, 
Treasurer,  and  Collector  of  taxes,  which  office  he  held 
until  the  municipal  government  was  changed, — about 
fifteen  years, — when,  upon  the  inauguration  of  the  city 
government,  he  was  elected  Treasurer  and  Collector 
of-  taxes,  a  [wsition  which  he  held  two  or  three  years. 
He  was  also  Justice  of  llie  Peace  for  many  years 
He  was  elected  Alderman  of  New  Bedford ;  was 
Chairman  of  Council  Committee  on  Education,  and 
as  such  prepared  a  re[K»rt  u[xjn  which  was  based  the 
order  for  the  establishment  of  the  free  Public  Library 
of  New  Bedford.  On  its  organization,  Mr.  Crapo  was 
chosen  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  This 
was  the  first  free  public  library  in  Massachnsetts,  if 
not  in  the  world.  The  Boston  Free  Library  was  es- 
tablished, however,  soon  afterwards.  While  a  resident 
in  New  Bedford,  he  was  much  interested  in  horticul- 
ture, and  to  obtain  the  land  necessary  for  carrj-ing  out 
his  iJeas  he  drained  and  reclaimed  several  ncrcs  of 
iocky  and  swampy  land  adjoining  liis  garden.  Here 
he  staited  a  nursery,  which  he  filled  with  almost  every 
description  of  fruit  and  orn.tmental  trt-es,  shrubs, 
flowers,  etc.  In  this  he  was  very  snctcssful  and  look 
great  pride.  He  was  a  regular coniribuiorto  the  New 
England  Horticultural  Journal,  a  positicii  he  filled 
as  long  as  he  lived  in  Massachusetts.  .\-i  an  indica- 
tio;i  of  Ihe  wide  reputation  he  accpiired  in  that  field 
of  labor,  it  may  be  mentioned  lliat  after  liis  death  an 
affecting  eulogy  to  his  memory  was  pronour.ced  by  the 
President  of  the  National  Horticultural  Society  at  its 
meeting  in  Philadelphia,  in  1869.  During  his  resi- 
dence in  New  Bedford,  Mr.  Cr3|x)  was  also  engaged 
in  the  whaling  business,  A  fine  barque  built  at  Dart- 
mouth, of  which  he  was  part  owner,  was  named  the 
"H.  H.  Craiio"  in  compliment  to  him. 

Mt.  C,  also  took  part  in  the  State  Militia,  and  for 
several  years  held  a  commission  as  Colonel  of  one  of 
the  regiments.  He  was  President  of  the  Bnstol 
County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Co.,  and  Secretary  of 
the  Bedford  Commercial  Insurance  Company  i:i  New 
Bedford;  and  while  an  ofKcer  of  ihe  municipal  gov- 
ernment he  compiled  and  published,  between  the  years 
1836  and  1845,  five  numbers  of  the  New  Bedford 
Directory  the  first  work  of  the  kind  ever  published 
there. 

Mr.  C.  removed  to  Michigan  in  1S5C,  having  been 
induced  to  do  so  by  investments  made  principally  in 
pine  lands,  first  in  1837  and  subsequently  in  1856. 
He  took  lip  his  residence  in  the  city  of  Flint,  and  en- 


gaged largely  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  luntbei 
at  Flint,  Kentonville,  Holly  and  Detroit,  becoming 
one  of  the  largest  and  most  successful  business  men 
of  the  State.  He  was  mainly  instrumental  in  the 
construction  of  the  Flint  &  Holly  R.  R.,  and  was 
President  of  that  corixiration  iiniil  its  consolidation 
with  the  Flint  &  Pcre  Marquette  R.  R.  Company, 
He  was  elected  Mayor  of  that  city  after  he  had  been 
a  resident  of  the  place  only  five  cr  six  years.  In 
1862  he  was  elected  State  Senator.  In  the  fall  of 
1S64  he  received  the  nomination  on  the  Republican 
ticket  for  Governor  of  the  State,  and  was  elected  by  a 
large  mnjoriiy.  He  was  re-elected  in  1866,  holding 
the  office  two  terms,  and  retiring  injanuaiy,  1869, 
having  given  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  all  parlies. 

While  serving  his  last  term  he  was  attacked  with  n 
disease  which  terminated  his  life  within  one  year 
afterwards.  During  much  of  this  time  he  was  an  in- 
tense sufferer,  yet  often  while  in  great  pain  gave  his 
attention  to  public  matters.  A  few  weeks  previous 
to  his  death  a  successful  surgical  o|>eration  was  |>er- 
formed  which  seemed  rapidly  to  restore  him,  but  he 
overestimated  his  strength,  and  by  tco  much  exertion 
in  business  matters  and  State  affairs  suffered  arelapse 
from  which  there  was  no  rebound,  and  he  died  July 
.1.1.  'S69. 

In  the  early  part  of  his  life.  Gov.  Crapo  afifiliated 
with  the  Whig  party  in  [lulitics,  but  became  an  active 
member  of  the  Republican  party  after  its  organization. 
He  w.LS  a  member  of  the  Christian  (sometimes  called 
tlif  Disciples')  Church,  and  took  great  interest  in  its 
welfare  and  prosperity. 

Mr.  C.  married,  June  9,  1825,  Mary  A.  Slocum, 
of  Darlmouth.  His  marriage  took  place  soon  after 
he  had  attained  his  majority,  and  before  his  struggles 
with  fortune  had  been  rewarded  with  any  great  meas- 
ure of  sui^cess.  But  his  wife  was  a  woman  of  great 
strength  of  character  and  [xissessed  of  courage,  hope- 
fulness and  devotion,  qualities  which  sustained  and 
encouraged  her  husband  in  the  various  pursuits  of 
his  early  j'ears.  For  several  years  after  his  marriage 
he  was  engaged  in  teac.hing  school,  his  wife  living 
with  her  parents  at  the  time,  at  whose  home  his  two 
older  children  were  bom.  While  thus  situated  he 
was  accustomed  to  walk  home  on  Saturday  to  see 
his  family,  returning  on  Sunday  in  order  to  be  ready 
for  school  Monday  morning.  As  the  walk  for  a  good 
part  of  the  time  was  20  miles  each  way,  it  is  evident 
that  at  that  period  of  his  life  no  common  obstacles 
deterred  him  from  |)erfonning  what  he  regarded 
as  a  duty.  His  wife  was  none  the  less  consci- 
entious in  her  sphere,  .and  with  .added  responsibilities 
and  increasing  requirements  she  labored  faithfully 
in  the  |Terfo-mance  of  all  her  duties.  They  had 
ten  children,  one  son  and  nine  daughters.  His  son, 
Hon.  Wm.  W.  Craijo,  of  New  Bedford,  is  now  an 
honored  Representative  to  Congress  from  the  Fir^t 
Coni-resfiional   District  pf  Massarhtiaetts. 
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I  ENRV  P.  BALDWIN,  Gov- 

nor  of  Michiija^i  fro;ii  Jan. 
1869,10  Jan.  I,  1873,  is  a 
\  lineal  descendant  of  Nathan- 
el  Baldwin,  a  I'uritan,  of  Buck- 
I  ghamshire,  England,  who  sel- 
'P  tied  at  Milford,  Conn-,  ill  1C39. 
H  s  father  was  John  Baldwin, 
1  graduate  of  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege He  died  at  North  Provi- 
dence, R.  I.,  in  1826.  His 
pHemal  grandfather  was  Rev. 
oses  Baldwin,  a  graduate  of 
Pr  ceto  1  College,  in  i7S7,andthe 
who  received  collegiate  hon- 
ors at  that  ancient  and  ho  lored  institution.  He  died 
at  Parma,  Mass.,  m  iStj,  where  for  more  than  $0 
years  he  had  been  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
On  his  mother's  side  Governoi  B.  is  descended  from 
Robert  Williams,  also  a  Puritan,  who  settled  in  Rox- 
bury,  Mass.,  about  1638.  Hismoiherwas  adanghtcr 
of  Rev.  Neheciiiah  Williams,  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
College,  who  died  at  Bnmfield,  Mass.,  in  1796,  where 
lor  21  years  he  was  pastor  of  the  Congregaiionalist 
Church.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  Iwrn  at 
Coventry,  R.  I.,  Feb.  22,  1814.  He  received  a  New 
England  common-school  education  until  the  age  of 
\2  years,  when,  both  his  parents  having  died,  he  be- 
came a  cleric  in  a  mercantile  estabUshment.  He  re- 
mmned  there,  employing  his  leisure  hours  in  study, 
until  10  years  of  age. 

At  this  early  period  Mr.  B.  engaged  in  business  on 
h'l  own  account.  He  made  a  visit  to  the  West,  in 
'837,  which  resulted  in  his  removal  to  Detroit  in  the 
spring  of  i8j8.  Here  he  established  a  mercantile 
V>use  which  has  been  successfully  conducted  until 
Ihe  pt^s^Qt  tim?-   Although  he  successfully  conducted 


a  large  business,  he  has  ever  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
all  things  affecting  the  ])rosperity  of  ilie  city  and 
Stale  of  his  adoption.  He  was  for  several  years  a 
Director  and  President  of  the  Detroit  Young  Men's 
Society,  an  institution  with  a  large  library  designed 
for  the  benefit  of  young  men  and  citizens  generally. 
An  Episcopalian  in  religious  belief,  he  has  becii 
prominent  in  home  matters  connected  with  that  de- 
nomination. The  large  and  flourishing  parish  of  St. 
John,  Detroit,  originated  with  Governor  Baldwin,  who 
gave  the  lot  on  which  the  parish  edifice  stands,  and 
also  contributed  the  larger  share  of  the  cost  of  their 
erection.  Governor  B.  was  one  of  the  foremost  in 
the  establishment  of  Si.  Luke's  Hospital,  and  has 
always  been  a  liberal  contributor  to  moral  and  relig- 
ious enterprises  whether  connected  with  his  own 
Church  or  not.  There  have  been,  in  fact,  but  few 
public  and  social  impnavements  of  Detroit  during  the 
past  40  years  with  which  Governor  B.'s  name  is  not 
in  some  way  connected.  He  was  a  director  in  the 
Michigan  Slate  Bank  until  the  ex[»iration  of  its  char- 
ter, and  has  been  President  of  the  Second  National 
Bank  since  its  organization. 

In  i860,  Mr.  Baldwin  was  elected  to  the  State 
Senate,  of  Michigan  ;  during  the  years  of  i86|.'z  he 
was  made  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Commitiec,  ii 
member  of  Committee  on  Banks  and  Incorixiration.; 
Chairman  of  the  Select  Joint  Committee  of  the  nv.j 
Houses  for  the  investigation  of  the  Treasury  Depari- 
meiit  and  the  official  acts  of  the  Treasurer,  and  oi 
the  letting  of  the  contract  for  the  improvement  tv" 
Sault  St.  Marie  Ship  Canal.  He  was  first  electei 
Governor  in  1868  and  was  re-elected  in  1870,  serving 
from  1869  lo  1872,  inclusive.  It  is  no  undeserved 
eulogy  lo  say  ihat  Governor  B.'n  happy  faculty  of  es- 
timating the  necessary  means  10  an  end — ihe  knowin;; 
of  how  much  eff'ort  or  attention  lo  bestow  upon  the 
thing  in  hand,  has  been  (he  secret   of  the    iiniforni 
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success  that  has  attended  his  efforts  in  all  relations 
of  life.    The  same  iadMUy  jEnd  accuracy  tlnct  dis- 

tmguished  him  prior  to  this  term  as  Governor  was 
manifest  in  his  career  as  the  chief  magistrate  of  the 
State,  and  while  his  influence  appears  in  all  things 
with  which  he  has  had  to  do,  it  is  more  noticeable  in 
the  most  prominent  position  to  which  he  was  called. 
With  rare  exceptions  the  important  commendations 
of  Governor  B.  received  the  sanction  of  the  Legislat- 
ure. During  his  administration  marked  improve- 
ments were  made  in  the  charitable,  penal  and  reforma- 
tory institutions  of  the  State.  The  State  Public  School 
for  dependent  children  was  founded  and  a  permanent 
commission  for  the  supervision  of  the  several  State 
institutions.  The  initiatory  steps  toward  building  the 
Eastern  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  the  State  House  of 
Correction,  and  the  establishment  of  the  State  l^ard 
of  Health  were  recommended  by  Governor  B.  in  his 
message  of  1873.  The  new  State  Capitol  also  owes 
its  origen  to  him.  The  appropriation  for  its  erection 
was  made  upon  his  recommendation,  and  the  contract 
for  the  entire  work  let  under  this  administration. 
Governor  B.  also  appointed  the  commissioners  under 
whose  faithful  supervision  the  building  was  erected  in 
a  manner  most  satisfactory  to  the  people  of  the  State. 
He  advised  and  earnestly  urged  at  different  times 
such  amendments  of  the  constitution  us  would  i)cr- 
mit  a  more  equitable  compensation  to  State  officers 
and  judges.  Thelaw  of  1 869,  and  prior  also,  permitting 
municipalities  to  vote  aid  toward  the  construc- 
tion (»f  railroads  was,  in  1870,  declared  unconstitu- 
tional by  the  Supreme  Court.  Many  of  the  munici- 
palities having  in  the  meantime  issued  and  sold  their 
bonds  in  good  faith.  Governor  B.  fell  that  the  honor 
and  credit  of  the  State  were  in  jeopardy.  His  sense 
of  justice  impelled  him  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the 
Legislature  to  propose  the  submission  to  the  people  a 
constitutional  amendment,  authorizing  the  payment 
of  such  bonds  as  were  already  in  the  hands  of  bona' 
fide  holders.  In  his  special  message  he  says  :  **The 
credit  of  no  State  stands  higher  than  that  of  Michigan, 
and  the  people  can  not  afford,  and  I  trust  will  not 
consent,  to  have  her  good  name  tarnished  by  the  repu- 
diation of  either  legal  or  moral  obligations.**  A  spe- 
cial session  was  called  in  March,  1872,  principally  for 
the  division  of  the  State  into  congressional  districts. 
A  number  of  other  important  suggestions  were  made, 
however,  and  as  an  evidence  of  the  Govemor*s  la- 
borious and  thoughtful  care  for  the  financial  condition 


of  the  State,  a  series  of  tables  was  prepared  and  sulw 
tnitted  by  him  showing,  in  detail,  estimates  of  receipts, 
expenditures  and  appropriations  for  the  years  1872  to 
1 87 8,  inclusive.     Menoorable  of  Governor  B.*s  admin- 
istration were  the  devastating  fires  which  swept  over 
many  portions  of  the  Northwest  in  the  fall  of  1871 
A  large  part  of  the  city  of  Chicago  having  been  re- 
duced to  ashes.  Governor  B.  promptly  issued  a  proc- 
lamation calling  uix)n  the   people  of  Michigan  for 
liberal  aid  in  behalf  of  the  afflicted  city.  Scarcely  had 
this  been  issued  when  several  counties  in  his  State- 
were  laid   waste  by  the  same    destroying  element- 
A  second  call  was  made  asking  assistance  for  the  suf— 
fering  people  of  Michigan.    The  contributions  for 
these  objects  were  prompt  and  most  liberal,  more  thaia 
$700,000  having  been  received  in  money  and  supplies 
for  the  relief  of  Michigan  alone.     So  ample  were 
these  contributions  during  the  short  period  of  abou.*: 
3  months,  that  the  Governor  issued   a  proclamation 
expressing  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  State  grate- 
ful acknowldgment,    and   announcing   that    further 
aid  was  unnecessary. 

Governor  B.  has  traveled  extensively  in  his  owrn 
country  and  has  also  made  several  visits  to  Eurox>c 
and  other  [x^rtions  of  the  Old  World.  He  was  a  pas- 
senger on  the  Sieanier  Arill,  which  was  captured  an< 
l)onded  in  the  Carribean  Sea,  in  December,  1862,   b 
Ca|)t.  Semmes,  and  wrote  a  full  and  interesting  a< 
count  of  the  transaction.     The  following  estimate  ♦ 
Governor  B.  on  his  retirement  from  office,  by  a  leadii 
newspaper,  is  not  overdrawn:   "The  retiring  messa 
of  Governor  B.,   will   be   read   with   interest.     It 
a  characteristic  document  and  possesses   the  luc 
statement,  strong,  and  clear  practical  sense,  wh' 
liave  been  marked  features  of  all  preceding  docume 
from  the  same  source.     Governor  B.  retired  to  priv 
life  after  four  years  of  unusually  successful  adnii 
tration  amid  plaudits  that  are  universal  throughout 
State.     For  many  years  eminent  and  capable 
have  filled  the  executive  chair  of  this  State,  b 
painstaking  vigilance,  in  stern  good  sense,  in  ge 
public  spirit,  in  thorough  integrity  and   in  prs 
capacity,  Henry  P.  Baldwin  has  shown  himself 
the  peer  of  any  or  all  of  them.   The  State  has  be 
usually  prosperous  during  his  two  terms,  and  th 
administration  has  fully  kept  pace  with  the  n 
the  times.     The  retiring  Governor  has  fully 
the  public  gratitude  and  confidence  which  h« 
possesses  to  such  remarkable  degree. ' 
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GOVKRNORS  OF  MICHIGAN. 


I  OHN    JUDSON     BAGLEY, 
^)  Gavemor    of  Michigan    from 

^  1873  to  1877,  was  bom  in 
{  Medina,  Orleans  Co.,  N.  V., 
^^-k  f  il)  24,1832.  His  father,  John 
Baglcy,  was  a  native  of  New 
-J  H  rapshire,  his  mother,  Mary  M, 
Barley  of  Connecticut.  He  at- 
iLndcd  the  district  school  of  Lock- 
''  port  N  v.,  until  he  was  eight  years 
old  at  which  time  his  father  moved 
3  Constantme,  Mich.,  and  he  at- 
tended the  common  schools  of  that 
village.  His  early  experience  was 
TmT  '''"'  '''^*  "'^  many  country  boys  whose 
.  parents  removed  from  Eastern  States 
to  the  newer  portion  of  the  West. 
'  H[s  father  being  in  very  poor  circum- 
I  stances  Mr.  B.  was  obliged  to  work 
oon  as  he  was  able  to  do  so. 
ving  school  when  13  years  of  age 
I  he  entered  acoimtry  store  in  Constan- 
i  clerk.  His  father  then  re- 
moved toOwosso,Mich,,andhe  again 
engaged  as  clerk  in  a  store.  From 
•^ilj  youth  Mr.  B.  was  extravagantly  fond  of  reading 
»nd  devoted  every  leisure  moment  to  the  perusal  of 
Wch  books,  papers  and  periodicals  as  came  within 
™  reach.  In  1847,  he  removed  to  Detroit,  where  he 
"cured  employment  in  a  tobacco  manufactory  and 
•ftnained  in  this  position  for  about  five  years. 
In  1853,  he  began  business  for  himself  in  the  man- 
B/acluringof  tobacco.     His  establishment  ha»  become 


of  the  largest  of  the  kind  in  the  West.  Mr.  B. 
1ms  also  been  greatly  interested  in  other  manufactur- 
ing enterprises,  as  well  as  in  mining,  banking  and  in- 
surance corporations.  He  was  President  of  ihc 
Detroit  Safe  Company  for  several  years.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Michigan  Mutual  Life  Insur- 
ance Company  of  Detroit,  and  was  its  President  from 
1867  to  1872.  He  was  a  director  of  the  Amer- 
ican National  Bank  for  many  years,  and  a  stock- 
holder and  director  in  various  other  corporations. 
Mr.  B.  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  two 
years,  and  of  the  Detroit  Common  Council  the  same 
length  of  time.  In  r865  he  was  apjwintcd  by  Gover- 
nor Crapo  one  of  the  first  commissioners  of  the 
Metropolitian  police  force  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  serv- 
ing six  years.  In  November,  r872,  he  was  elected 
Governor  of  Michigan,  and  two  years  later  was  re- 
elected to  the  same  office,  retiring  in  January,  1877. 
He  was  an  active  worker  in  the  Republican  party,  and 
for  many  years  was  Chairman  of  the  Republican 
Stale  Central  committee. 

Governor  Bagley  was  quite  liberal  in  his  religious 
views  and  was  an  attendant  of  the  Unitarian  Church. 
He  aimed  to  be  able  to  hear  and  consider  any  new 
thought, from  whatever  source  it  may  come.but  was  not 
bound  by  any  religious  creed  or  formula.  He  held 
in  resjKct  all  religious  opinions,  believing  that  no  one 
can  be  injured  by  a  firm  adherence  to  a  faith  or  de- 
nomination. He  was  married  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  Jan. 
16,  1855,  to  Frances  E.  Newberry,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Samuel  Newberry,  a  pioneer  missionary  of  Michigan, 
who  took  an  active  part  in  the  early  educational  mat- 
ters of  the  State  and  in  the  establishment  of  its  ex- 
cellent   system   of   education,     It    was   principally 
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I '.'.rough  his  exertions  that   the  State  University  was 
founded.     Mr.  B.'s  family  consists  of  seven  children. 

As  Governor  his  administration  was  charac- 
terized by  several  important  features,  chief  among 
which  were  his  efforts  to  improve  and  make  popular 
the  educational  agencies  of  the  State  by  increasing 
the  faculty  of  the  University  for  more  thorough  in- 
struction in  technical  studieSjby  strengthening  the  hold 
of  the  Agricultural  College  upon  the  public  good  will 
and  making  the  general  change  which  has  manifested 
itself  in  many  scattered  primary  districts.  Among 
others  were  an  almost  complete  revolution  in  the 
:nanagenient  of  the  i>enal  and  charitable  institutions 
of  the  State;  the  passage  of  the  liquor-tax  law, taking 
the  place  of  the  dead  letter  of  prohibition;  the  estab- 
lishing of  the  system  of  dealing  with  juvenile  offend- 
ers through  county  agents,  which  has  proved  of  great 
good  in  turning  the  young  back  from  crime  and  plac- 
ing the  State  in  the  attitude  of  a  moral  agent ;  in  se- 
curing for  the  militia  the  fii*st  time  in  tlic  history  of 
Michigan  a  systematized  organization  upon  a  service- 
able footing.  It  was  \\\)0\\  the  sugi^estion  t)f  (iov.  U. 
in  the  earlier  part  of  his  administraiicjn  that  the  l:i\\ 
creating  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  also  the  law- 
creating  a  fish  commission  in  the  inland  waters  of  the 
Slate,  were  passed,  both  of  which  have  proved  of  great 
benefit  to  the  State.  The  successful  representation 
of  Michigan  at  the  Centennial  Exhibition  is  also  an 
hop.orable  part  of  the  record  cjf  Gov.  B.'s  adminis- 
tration. 

As  Governor,  he  felt  that  he  represented  the  State 
— not  in  a  narrow,  egotistical  way,  but  in  the  same 
sense  that  a  faithful,  trusted,  confidential  agent  rei> 
resents  his  employer,  and  as  the  Executive  of  the 
State  he  was  her  "  attorney  in  fact."  And  his  intelli- 
gent, thoughtful  care  will  long  continue  the  pride  of 
the  people  he  so  much  loved.  He  was  ambitious — 
ambitious  for  place  and  power,  as  every  noble  mind 
is  ambitious,  because  these  give  opportunity.  How- 
ever strong  the  mind  and  powerful  the  will,  if  there 
be  no  ambition,  life  is  a  failure.  He  was  not  blind  to 
the  fact  that  the  more  we  have  the  more  is  required 
of  us.  He  accepted  it  in  its  fullest  meaning.  He 
had  great  hopes  for  his  State  and  his  country.  He  had 
his  ideas  of  what  they  should  be.  With  a  heart  as 
broad  as  humanity  itself;  with  an  intelligent,  able  and 
cultured  brain,  the  will  and  the  ix)wer  to  do,  he 
asked  his  fellow  citizen  to  give  him  the  opportunity  to 
labor  fpr  them.     Self  entered  not  into  the  calculatipn, 


His  whole  life  was  a  battle  for  others ;  and  he  entered 
the  conflict  eagerly  and  hopefully. 

His  State  pajKiis  were  models  of  compact,  busi- 
ness-like statements,  bold,  original,  and  brimful  of 
practical  suggestions, and  his  administrations  will  long 
be  considered  as  among  the  ablest  in  this  or  any 
other  State. 

His  noble,  generous  nature  made  his  innumerable 
benefactions  a  source  of  continuous  pleasure.  Liter- 
ally, to  him  it  was  "  more  blessed  to  give  than  to 
receive." 

His  greatest  enjoyment  was  in  witnessing  the  com- 
fort and  happiness  of  others.  Not  a  tithe  of  his  char- 
ities were  known  to  his  most  intimate  friends,  or  even 
to  his  family.  Many  a  needy  one  has  been  the  recipi- 
ent of  aid  at  an  opportune  moment,  who  never  knew 
the  hand  that  gave. 

At  one  time  a  friend  had  witnessed  his  ready  re- 
sponse to  some  charitable  request,  and  said  to  him: 
"Governor,  you  give  away  a  large  sum  of  money ;  about 
how  much  does  your  charities  amount  to  in  a  year?' 
lie  turned  at  once  and  said:  "I  do  not  know,  sir;  I 
do  not  allow  myself  to  know.  1  hoi^e  I  gave  more 
this  year  than  I  did  last,  and  hope  I  shall  give  raor-v' 
next  year  than  1  have  this."  This  expressed  his  idea 
of  charily,  that  the  giving  should  at  all  times  be  free 
and  sj  ontaneous. 

During  his  leasure  hours  from  early  life,  and  es^xi- 
cially  during  the  last  few  years,  he  devoted  much  time 
to  becoming  acquainted  with  the  best  authors.    Biog- 
raphy was  his  delight ;  the  last  he  read  was  the  "L*^^ 
and  Woik  of  John  Adams,"  in  ten  volumes. 

In  all  questions  of  business   or   public   affairs    ^^ 
seemed  to  have  the  power  of  getting  at  the  kernel  ^ 
the  nut  in  the  least  jxjssible  time.      In   reading    ^^ 
would  spend  scarcely  more  time  with  a  volume  tb^'^ 
most  persons  would  devote  to  a  chapter.     After  wb^^ 
seemed  a  cursory  glance,  he  would  have  all  of  val^'*' 
the  book  contained.     Rarely  do  we  see  a  busint?^-'' 
man  so  familiar  with  the  best   English  authors.     H^' 
was  a  generous  and  intelligent  patron  of  the  arts,  and 
liis   elegant   home   was    a    study   and    a    pleasure 
to   his   many    friends,   who   always   found   there  ^ 
hearty  welcome.     At  Christmas  time  he  would  sixjnd 
days  doing  the  work  of  Santa  Claus.  Every  Christr.U' 
eve  he  gathered  his  children  about   him  and,  taking 
the  youngest  on  his  lap,  told  some  Christmas  stor>-, 
closing  the  entertainment  with  "The   Night  BefoiC 
Christmas/' or  Dickens's  '*  Christmas  Carol" 
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I  HARLES  M.  CROSWELL, 
LGovemor  of  Michigan  from 
Pjan.  3,  1877  to  Jan.  1,  iSSr. 
f  was  bom  at  Newburg,  Orange 
^W^^^  Co«n,y.N.Y..Oct.  3.,  .8.5. 
'^  ^  5-^  He  IS  the  only  son  of  John  and 
'V^^J^  ^all'C  (Hicks)  CuMwell.  His 
[|/>{^|  rjther,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish 
pi&^.il  extraction,  was  a  ]>a per- maker, 
ind  carried  on  business  in  New 
\ork  Ctiy.  His  ancestors  on 
b  mother's  side  were  of  Knicker- 
;  bocktr  descent.  The  Croswell 
I  family  may  be  found  connected 
vith  prominent  events,  in  New  York 
ind  Connecticut,  in  the  early  exis- 
enceof  the  Republic  Harry  Cros- 
ulU  during  the  administration  of 
ii.  ^  I  rtsident  Jefferson,  published  a  pa- 
J^"  i«r  called  the  Balance,  and  was 
WM  iirosui,uted  for  libelingthe  President 
under  the  obnoxious  Sedition  Law. 
He  was  defended  by  the  celebrated 
1  Alexander  Hamilton,  and  the  decis- 
■*  »f  the  case  establised  the  important  ruling  that 
"•t  truth  might  be  shown  in  cases  of  libel.  Another 
Member  of  the  family  was  Edwin  Croswell,  the  fam- 
"Us  editor  of  the  Albany  Argus  ;  also,  Rev.  William 
Cioswell,  noted  as  a  divine  and  poet. 

*hen  Charles  M.  Croswell  was  seven  years  of  age, 
'"*  father  was  accidentally  dK)wned  in  the  Hudson 
^'ver,  at  Newbu^ ;  and,  within  three  months  preced- 
'"K  that  event,  his  mother  and  only  sister  had  died, — 
thus  leaving  him  the  sole  surviving  member  of  the 
'*'*''ly,  without  fortune  or  means.     Upon  the  death 


of  his  father  he  went  to  live  with  an  uncle,  who,  in 
1837,  emigrated  with  him  to  Adrain,  Michigan,  At 
sixteen  years  of  age,  he  commenced  to  learn  ihe  tar- 
iwnttr's  trade,  and  worked  at  it  very  diligently  for 
four  years,  maintaining  himself,  and  devoting  his  spare 
lime  to  reading  and  the  acquirement  of  knowledge. 
In  1846,  he  began  ihe  study  of  law,  and  was  ap- 
pointed Deputy  Clerk  of  Lenawee  County.  The  du- 
ties of  this  office  he  performed  four  years,  when  he 
was  elected  Register  of  Deeds,  and  was  re-elected 
in  1851.  In  1854,  he  look  part  in  the  first  movements 
for  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party,  and  was  a 
member  and  Secretary  of  the  convetion  held  at  Jack- 
son ill  that  year,  which  put  in  the  field  the  first  Re- 
publican State  ticket  in  Michigan.  In  1855,  he 
formed  a  law  partnership  with  the  present  Chief-Jus. 
tice  Cooley;  which  continued  until  the  -removal  of 
Judge  Cooley  to  Ann  Arbor. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Croiwell  was  appointed  City  Attorney 
of  Adrian.  He  was  also  elected  Mayor  of  the  city 
in  Ihe  spring  of  the  same  year;  and  in  the  fall  was 
chosen  to  represent  Lenawee  County  in  the  State 
Scnat?.  He  was  re-elected  to  the  Senate  in  1864, 
and  again  in  t866,  during  each  term  filling  the  posi- 
tions above  mentioned.  Among  various  reiwrls  made 
by  him,  one  adverse  to  the  re-establishment  of  the 
death  penalty,  and  another  against  a  pro|X)sition  ia 
pay  the  sal.iries  of  State  officers  and  judges  in  coin, 
which  then  commanded  a  very  large  premium,  raay 
be  mentioned.  He  also  drafted  the  act  ratifying  the 
Thirteenth  Amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution, 
for  the  abolishment  of  slavery,  it  being  the  first 
amendment  to  the  instniment  ratified  by  Michigan. 
In  1863,  froro  his  seat  in  the  State  Senate,  he  de- 
livered an  elaborate  speech  :q  fa-'or  of  the  ProcUma- 
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lio'.i  of  Emancipation  issued  by  President  Lincoln, 
and  of  his  general  policy  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
war.  This,  at  the  request  of  his  Republican  associ- 
ates, was  afterwards  published.  In  1867,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention, 
and  chosen  its  presiding  officer.  This  convention 
was  composed  of  an  able  body  of  men ;  and  though, 
in  the  general  distrust  of  constitutional  changes 
which  for  some  years  had  been  taking  possession  of 
the  people,  their  labors  were  not  accepted  by  the  pop- 
ular vote,  it  was  always  conceded  that  the  constitu- 
tion they  proiX)sed  had  been  prepared  with  great  care 
and  skill. 

In  1868,  Mr.  Croswell  was  chosen  an  Elector  on 
the  Republican  Presidential  ticket;  in  1872,  was 
elected  a  Representative  to  the  State  Legislature  j 
from  Lenawee  County,  and  was  chosen  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  At  the  close  of  the 
session  of  that  body  his  abilities  as  a  parliamentarian, 
and  the  fairness  of  his  rulings  were  freely  and  form- 
ally acknowledged  by  his  associates  ;  and  he  was  pre- 
sented with  a  superb  collection  of  their  ixDrtraits 
handsomely  framed.  He  was,  also,  for  several  years, 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  for  the  general  supervis- 
ion of  the  charitable  and  penal  institutions  of  Michi  •  i 
gan ;  in  which  position,  his  propositions  for  the  amel- 
ioration of  the  condition  of  the  unfortunate,  and  the 
reformation  of  the  criminal  classes,  signalize  the  be- 
nevolence of  his  nature,  and  the  piartical  character 
of  his  mind. 

In  1876,  the  general  voice  of  the  Republicans  of 
the  State  indicted  Mr.  Croswell  as  their  choice  for 
Governor;  and,  at  the  State  Convention  of  the  party 
in  August  of  the  sapie  year,  he  was  put  in  nomination 
ly  acclamation,  without  the  formality  of  a  ballot.  At 
the  election  in  November  following,  he  was  chosen  to 
the  high  position  for  which  he  had  been  nominated, 
by  a  very  large  majority  over  all  opposing  candidates. 
His  inaugural  message  was  received  with  general 
favor;  and  his  career  as  Governor  was  marked  with 
the  same  qualities  of  head  and  heart  that  have  ever 
distinguished  him, both  as  a  citizen  and  statesman. 


Governor  Groswell  has  always  prepared  his  ad- 
dresses with  care ;  and,  as  his  diction  is  terse,  clear, 
and  strong,  without  excess  of  ornament,  and  his  de- 
livery impressive,  he  is  a  popular  speaker;  and  many 
of  his  speeches  have  attracted  favorable  comment  in 
the  public  prints,  and  have  a  permanent  value.  He 
has  always  manifested  a  deep  interest  in  educational 
matters,  and  was  for  years  a  member  and  Secretary  of 
the  Board  of  Education  of  Adrain.  At  the  fonnal 
opening  of  the  Central  School  building  in  that  city, 
on  the  24th  day  of  April,  1869,  he  gave,  in  a  public 
address,  an  **  Historical  Sketch  of  the  Adrian  Public 
Schools." 

In  his  private  life.  Governor  Croswell  has  been  as 
exemplary  as  in  his  public  career  he  has  been  suc- 
cessful and  useful.     In  February,  1852,  he  was  raai- 
ried  to  a  daughter  of  Morton  Eddy,  Lucy  M.  Eddy, 
a  lady  of  many  amiable    and    sunny  qualities.    She 
suddenly  died,  March  19,  1868,   leaving  two  daugh- 
ters and  a  son.     Governor  Croswell  is    not  a  member 
of  any  religious  body,  hut  generally  attends  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.     He  pursues  the  profession  of  la.^» 
l>ut  of  late  has  been  occupied  mainly  in  the  care  of  ^^^ 

m 

own  interests,  and  the  (juiet  duties  of  advice  ^^ 
business  difficulties,  for  which  his  unfailing  pJ^' 
dence  and  sound  judgment  eminently  fit  him.  Go^' 
ernor  C'roswell  is  truly  ix)pular,  not  only  with  thos'^  ^^ 
like  i)olitical  faith  with  himself,  but  with  those  vvli^ 
differ  from  him  in  this  regard. 

During  Gov.  Croswells  administration  the  publ'^ 
debt  was  greatly  reduced ;  a  policy  adopted  requiring 
the  State  institutions  to  keep  within  the  limit  of  ap- 
propriations; laws  enacted  to  provide  more  effectually 
for  the  punishment  of  corruption  and  bribrery  in  elec- 
tions; the  State  House  of  Correction  at  Ionia  and  the 
Eastern  Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Pontiac  were  o|)ened 
and  the  new  capital  at  Lansing  was  completed  and 

occupied.  The  first  act  of  his  second  term  was  to  pre- 
side at  the  dedication  of  this  building    The  great  riot 
at  Jackson  occured  during  his  administration,  and  it 
was  only  bv  his  promptness  that  great  distruction  of 
both  life  and  property  was    prevented   at    that   time. 
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DAVID  H.  JEROME,  Gover- 
|.iioT of  from  Jtin.  t,  iSSi,  to 
3  Jan.  I,  1883,  was  born  at  De- 
'  iroit,  Mich,,  Nov.  17,  1829. 
parents  emigrated  to 
Michigan  from  Tnimansburg, 
Tompkins  Co,,  N.  Y.,  in  1828, 
locating  at  Detroit.  His  father 
died  March  30,  1831,  leaving 
nine  children.  He  had  been 
iwice  married,  and  four  of  the 
children  living  at  the  time  of  his 
death  were  grown  up  sons,  the  off- 
spring of  his  first  union.  Of  the 
five  children  by  his  second  marriage,  David  H.  was 
*he  youngest.  Shortly  after  Mr.  Jerome's  death,  his 
^idow  moved  back  to  New  York  and  settled  in 
Onondaga  County  near  Syracuse,  where  they  remained 
Until  the  fall  of  1834,  the  four  sons  by  the  first  wife 
C«r)tinuing  their  residence  in  Michigan.  In  the  fall 
of  1834,  Mrs.  Jerome  came  once  more  to  Michigan, 
locating  on  a  farm  in  St.  Qair  County.  Here  the 
Governor  formed  those  habits  of  industry  and  ster- 
ling integrity  that  have  been  so  characteristic  of  the 
man  in  the  active  duties  of  life.  He  was  sent  to  the 
^strict  school,  and  in  the  acquisition  of  the  funda- 
mental branches  of  learning  he  displayed  a  precocity 
and  an  application  which  won  for  him  the  admiration 
of  his  teachers,  and  always  placed  him  at  the  head 
of  his  classes.  In  the  meantime  he  did  chores  on 
the  farm,  and  was  always  ready  with  a  cheerful  heart 
and  willing  hand  to  assist  his  widowed  mother.  The 
heavy  labor  of  the  faim  was  carried  on  by  his  two 


older  brothers,  1'imothy  and  George,  and  when  13 
years  of  age  David  received  his  mother's  permission  to 
attend  school  at  the  St.  Clair  Academy.  While  attend- 
ing there  he  hved  with  Marcus  H.  Miles,  now  de- 
ceased, doing  chores  for  his  board,  and  the  following 
winter  performed  the  same  service  for  James  Ogden, 
also  deceased.  The  next  summer  Mrs.  Jerome 
moved  into  the  village  of  St.  Clair,  for  the  purpose  of 
continuing  her  son  in  school.  While  attending  said 
academy  one  of  his  associate  students  was  Sena- 
tor Thomas  W.  Palmer,  of  Detroit,  a  rival  candidate 
before  the  gubernatorial  convention  in  1880.  He 
completed  his  education  in  the  fall  of  his  i6th  year, 
and  the  following  winter  assisted  his  brother  Timothy 
in  hauling  logs  jn  the  pir.e  woods.  The  next  summer 
he  rafted  logs  down  the  St.  Clair  River  to  Algonac. 

In  1847,  M.  H.  Miles  beingClerkinSt.  ClairCoun- 
ty,  and  Volney  A.  Ripley  Register  of  Deeds,  David 
H.  Jerome  was  appointed  Deputy  to  each,  remaining 
as  such  during  1848-49,  and  receiving  much  praise 
from  his  employers  and  the  people  in  general  for  the 
ability  displayed  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  He 
spent  his  summer  vacation  at  clerical  work  on  board 
the  lake  vessels. 

In  i849-'5o,  he  abandoned  office  work,  and  for  the 
proper  development  of  his  physical  system  spent 
several  months  hauling  logs.  In  the  spring  of  1850, 
his  brother  "Tiff  "  and  himself  chartered  the  steamer 
"Chautauqua,"  and  "Young  Dave"  became  her  mas- 
ter. A  portion  of  the  season  the  boat  was  engaged 
in  the  passenger  and  freight  traffic  between  Port 
Huron  and  Detroit,  but  during  the  Liter  part  was 
used  as  a  tow  boat.  At  that  time  there  was  a  serious 
obstruction  to  navigation,  known  as  the  "St.  Clair 
Flats,"  between  Lakes  Huron  and  Erie,  over  which 
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v'jssels  could  carry  only  about  10,000  bushels  of  grain. 
Mr.  Jerome  coaceived  the  idea  of  towhig  vessels 
from  one  lake  to  the  other,  and  put  his  plan  into 
o;jeration.  Through  the  influence  of  practical  men, — 
among  them  the  subject  of  this  sketch, — Congress 
removed  the  obstruction  above  referred  to,  and  now 
vessels  can  pass  them  laden  with  60,000  or  80,000 
busliels  of  grain. 

During  the  season,  the  two  brothers  succeeded 
in  making  a  neat  little  sum  of  money  by  the  sum- 
mer's work,  but  subsequently  lost  it  all  on  a  contract 
to  raise  the  "Gen.  Scott,*'  a  vessel  that  had  sunk  in 
Lake  St.  Clnir.  David  H.  came  out  free  from  debt, 
but  possessed  of  hardly  a  dollar  of  capital.  In  ihe 
spring  of  185  r,  he  was  clerk  and  acting  master  of  the 
steamers  "Franklin  Moore"  and  '*Rul)y/'  plying  be- 
tween Detroit  and  Port  Huron  and  Ciudcrich.  The 
following  year  he  was  clerk  of  the  pro[Kller  ''Prince- 
ton." running  between  Detroit  and  Biiflalo. 

In  January,  1853,  Mr.  Jerome  went  to  California, 
oy  way  of  the  Isthmus,  and  enjoyed  extraordinary 
success  in  selling  goods  in  a  new  place  of  his  selec- 
tion, among  the  mountains  near  Marysville  He  re- 
mained there  during  the  summer,  and  located  the 
Live  Yankee  Tunnel  Mine,  which  has  since  yielded 
millions  to  its  ownerj^  and  is  still  a  paying  investment. 
He  planned  and  put  a  Uini.el  600  feet  into  the  mine, 
but  when  the  water  sup[)ly  began  to  fail  with  the  dr\ 
season,  sold  out  his  interest.  He  let\  in  the  fall  of 
1853,  and  in  December  sailed  from  San  Francisco  for 
New  York,  arriving  at  his  home  in  St.  ('lair  County, 
about  a  year  after  his  tlepartuie.  During  his  absence 
his  brother  "Tiff"  had  located  at  Saginaw,  ana  in 
1854  Mr.  Jerome  joined  him  in  his  lumber  operations 
in  the  valley.  In  1855  the  brothers  bought  Black- 
mer  &  Eaton's  hardware  and  general  supply  stores, 
al  Saginaw,  and  David  H.  assumed  the  management 
of  the  business.  From  1855  to  1873  he  was  also  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  lumbering  operations. 

Soon  after  locating  at  Saginaw  he  was  nominated 
for  Alderman  against  Stewart  B.  Williams,  a  rising 
young  man,  of  strong  Democratic  principles.  The 
ward  was  largely  Democratic,  but  Mr.  Jerome  was 
elected  by  a  handsome  majority.  AN'hen  the  Repub- 
iican  party  was  born  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  i)avid  H. 
Jerome  was,  though  not  a  delegate  to  the  convention, 
one  of  its  "charter  members.'  In  1862,  he  was  c  •)m- 
missioned  by  Gov.  Austii;   B-air  tc  mise  one  uf  the 


six  regiments  apportioned  to  the  State  of  Michigan. 
Mr.  Jerome  immediately  went  to  work  and  held 
meetings  at  various  jwints.  The  zeal  and  enthusiasm 
displayed  by  this  advocate  of  the  Union  awakened  a 
feeling  of  patriotic  interest  in  the  breasts  of  many 
brave  men,  and  in  a  short  space  of  time  the  23d 
Regiment  of  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry  was  placed 
in  the  field,  and  subsequently  gained  for  itself  a  bril- 
liant reft)rd. 

In  the  fall  of  1862,  Mr.  Jerome  was  nominated  b) 
the  ReiHiblican  party  for  State  Senator  from  the  26th 
district,  Appleton  Stevens,  of  Bay  City,  being  his  op- 
l)onent.     The  contest  was  ver}-  exciting,  and  resulted 
in  the  triiim[)hant  election  of  Mr.  Jerome.     He  was 
twice  renominated  and    elected   both    times   by  in- 
creased majorities,   defeating   George    Lord,  of  Bay 
Cit) ,  and  Dr.  ('heseman,  of  Gratiot  County.  On  tak- 
ing his  seat  in  the  Senate,  he  was  apix)inted  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  State  Affairs,  and  was  ac- 
tive in  raising  means  and  troops  to  carry  on  the  war. 
He  held  the  same  ix)sition  during  his  three  terms  of 
service,  and  introduced  the  bill  creating  the  Soldier* 
Home  at  Harper  Hospital,  Detroit. 

He  was  selec  ted  by  Gov.  CrajX)  as  a  military  ai<i> 
ana  in    r865  was  appointevl  a  member  of  the  Sta^^ 
Miliiaiy  Board,  and  served  as  its  President  for  eigl^^ 
(onseci'tive  years.     In    1873,   he   was    appointed   t>y 
Gov.  J^agley  a  member  of  the  convention  to  prep^^^ 
a  new  State  Constitution,   and  was  Chainnan    of   tb^ 
Committee  on  Finance. 

In  r875,  Mr.   Jerome  was  appointed  a  member  <^* 
the  Board  of  Ind.an  Commissioners.     In  I876  he  \vas 
Chairman  of  a  commission  to  visit  Chief  Joseph,  \\^^ 
Nez  Perce  Indian,  to  arrange  an  amicable  settlement 
of  all  existing  difficuUies.     The  commission  'went  to 
Portland,  Oregon,  thence  to  the  Blue  Hills,  in  IdabO; 
a  distance  of  600  miles  up  the  Columbia  River. 

At  the  Republican  Stale  Convention,  convened  at 
Jackson  in  August,  1880,  Mr.  Jerome  was  placed  in 
the  field  for  nomination,  and  oh  the  5th  day  of  the 
month  received   the  highest    honor   the   convention 
could  confer  on  any  one.     His  opponent  was  Freder- 
ick M.  Hollowav  of  Hillsdale  County,  wh',  was  si:d- 
l>)rted  by  the  Democratic   and   Greenback   parties 
The  State  was  thoroughly  canvassed  by  bcth  parties, 
and  when  the  i)olls  were  closed  on   the   evening  of 
el%.*ction  day,  it  was  found  that  David  H.  Jerome  had 
been  selected  by  the  voters  of  the  Wolverine  State  to 
oc:upy    the    highest    ix>sition    within    therv    gift. 
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[  OSIAH    W.    BEGOLE.    the 

L.resent  {1883),  Covemor  of 
rMichigau  was  born  in  Living- 
ston, County,  N.  Y.,  Jan.  20, 
1815.  His  ancestors  were  of 
French  descent,  and  settled  at 
'  an  early  jjeriod  in  the  State  of 
Maiyland.  His  grand  fat  he  r.Capt. 
Belles,  of  tliat  State,  was  an  offi- 
cer in  the  American  army  dnring 
he  war  of  the  Revolution,  .\bout 
■  lieginning  of  the  present  cent- 
,  ur)'  both  liis  grandparents,  having 
,  Ijtcofne  dissatisfied  with  the  insii- 
I  of  slavery,  although  slave- 
holders themselves,  emigrated  to 
Livingston  County,  N,  Y.,  then 
I  new  country,  taking  with  them  a 
'  number  of  tiieir  former  slaves,  wlm 
volunteered  to  accompany  them. 
His  father  was  an  officer  '\\\  the 
American  army,  and  served  during 
ihe  war  of  1811. 
I.  B.  received  his  early  education  in  a  log  school- 
e,  and  subsequently  attended  the  Temple  Hill 
3cmy,  at  Geneseo,  N,  Y.  Being  the  eldest  of  a 
ly  of  ten  children,  whose  parents  were  in  tnoder- 
liough  comfortable  circumstances,  he  was  early 
ht  habits  of  industry,  and  when  1 1  years  of  age, 
g  ambitious  to  better  his  condition  in  life,  he  re- 
ed to  seek  his  fortune  in  tlie  far  West,  as  it  was 


then  called.  In  August,  1S36,  he  left  the  parental 
roof  to  seek  a  home  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
tlien  an  almost  unbroken  wilderness.  He  settled  in 
Genesee  County,  and  aided  with  his  own  hands  in 
building  some  of  the  early  residences  in  what  is  now 
known  as  the  city  of  Flint.  There  were  but  four  or 
five  houses  where  tliis  flourishing  city  now  stands 
when  he  selected  it  a?  his  home. 

In  the  spring  of  1839  he  married  Miss  Harriet  A. 
Miles.  The  marriage  proved  a  most  fortunate  one, 
and  to  the  faithful  wife  of  his  youth,  who  lives  to  en- 
joy with  him  the  comforts  of  an  honestly  earned  com • 
|)etence,  Mr.  Begole  ascribes  lai^ely  his  success  in 
life.  Immediately  after  his  marriage  he  commenced 
work  on  an  unimproved  farm,  where,  by  his  perse- 
verance and  energy,  he  soon  established  a  good  home, 
and  at  the  end  of  eighteen  years  was  the  owner  of  a 
well  improved  farm  of  five  hundred  acres. 

Mr.  Begole  being  an  anti-slavery  man,  became  a 
member  of  the  Republican  party  at  its  organization. 
He  served  his  townsmen  in  various  offices,  and  was, 
in  1856,  elected  County  Treasurer,  which  office  he 
held  for  eight  years. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  he  did  not 
carry  a  musket  to  the  front,  but  his  many  friends  will 
bear  witness  that  he  took  an  active  part  in  recruiring 
and  furnishing  supplies  for  the  army,  and  in  looking 
after  the  interests  of  soldiers'  families  at  home.  The 
death  of  his  eldest  son  near  Atlanta,  Ga.,  by  a  Confed- 
rate  bullet,  in  1864,  wasthegreatest  sorrow  of  his  life. 
When  a  few  years  1  jter  he  was  a  member  in  Congress 


I70 


JOSIAH  W,  BEGOLE. 


Gov.  Begple  voted  and  worked  for  the  soldiers' 
bounty  equalization  bill,  an  act  doing  justice  to  the 
soldier  who  bore  the  burden  and  heat  of  the  day,  and 
who  should  fare  equally  with  him  who  came  in  at  the 
eleventh  hour.  That  bill  was  defeated  in  the  House 
on  account  of  the  large  appropriation  that  would  be 
required  to  pay  the  same. 

In  1870,  Gov.  Begole  was  nominated  by  acclama- 
tion for  the  office  of  State  Senator,  and  elected  by  a 
large  majority.  In  that  body  he  served  on  the  Com- 
mittees of  Finance  and  Railroads,  and  was  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and 
Dumb  and  Blind.  He  took  a  liberal  and  public- 
spirited  view  of  the  importance  of  a  new  capilol 
building  worthy  of  the  Slate,  and  was  an  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  that  drafted  the  bill  for  the 
same  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Republi- 
can Convention  held  at  Philadelphia  in  1872,  and 
was  the  chosen  member  of  that  delegation  to  go  to 
Washington  and  inform  Gen.  Grant  and  Senator 
Wilson  of  their  nominations.  It  was  while  at  that 
convention  that,  by  the  express  wish  of  his  many 
friends,  he  was  induced  to  offer  himself  a  can- 
didate for  the  nomination  of  member  lo  the  43d  Con- 
gress, in  which  he  was  successful,  after  competing  for 
the  nomination  with  several  of  the  most  worthy,  able 
and  experienced  men  in  the  Sixth  Congressional  Dis- 
trict, and  was  elected  by  a  very  large  majority.  In 
Congress,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Agricultural  and  Public  Expenditures.  Being  one  of 
the  17  farmers  in  that  Congress,  he  took  an  active 
part  in  the  Committee  of  Agriculture,  and  was  ajv 
pointed  by  that  committee  to  draft  the  most  impor- 
tant report  made  by  that  committee,  and  u|X)n  the 
only  subject  recommended  by  the  President  in  his 
message,  which  he  did  and  the  report  was  printed  in 
records  of  Congress ;  he  took  an  efficient  though  an 
unobtrusive  part  in  all  its  proceedings. 

He  voted  for  the  currency  bill,  remonetization  of 
.silver,  and  other  financial  measures,  many  of  which, 
though  defeated  then,  have  since  become  the  settled 
IX)licy  of  the  country.  Owing  to  the  position  which 
Mr.  Begole  occupied  on  these  questions,  he  became  a 
"Greenbacker." 

In  the  Gubernatorip.l  election  of  1882,  Mr.  Begole 
was  the  candidate  of  both  the  Greenback  and  Dem- 
ocratic parties,  and  was  elected  by  a  vote  of  154,269, 
the  Republican  candidate,  Hon.  David  H.  Jerome, 


receiving  149,697  votes.  Mr.  Begole,  in  entering 
upon  his  duties  as  Governor,  has  manifested  a  spirit 
that  has  already  won  him  many  friends,  and  bids  fair 
to  make  his  administration  both  successful  and  pop- 
ular. 

The  very  best  indications  of  what  a  man  is,  is  what 
his  own  townsmen  think  of  him.  We  give  the  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  Flint  Globt\  the  leading  Re- 
publican pai^er  m  Gov.  Begole  s  own  county,  and  it. 
too,  written  during  the  heat  of  a  pohtical  campaign, 
whicli  certainly  is  a  flattering  testimonial  of  his  ster- 
ling worth : 

"So  far,  however,  as  Mr.  Begole,  the  head   of  the 
ticket,  is  concerned,  there  is  nothing  detrimental  to 
his  character  that  can  be  alleged  against  him.     He 
has  sometimes  changed  his  mind  in  ix)litics,  but  foi 
sincerity  of  his  beliefs  and  the  earnestness  of  his  pur- 
l)ose  nobody  who  knows  him  entertains  a  doubt.   He 
is  incapable  of  bearing  malice,  even  against  his  bit- 
terest [KDlitical  enemies.     He  has  a  warm,  generous 
nature,  and  a  larger,  kinder  heart  does   not  beat   ii^ 
tlie  bosom  of  any  man  in  Michigan.     He  is  not  mucVi 
given  to  makii:g  speeches,  but  deeds  are  more  signif- 
icant of  a  man's  character  than  words.     There  are 
many  scores  of  men  in  all   parts  of  the  Slate  whe*^ 
Mr.  Begole  is  accjuainted,  who    have   had   practice ^I 
demonstrations  of  these  facts,  and  who  are  liable      ^^ 
ste[)  outside  of  party  lines  to  show  that  they   do  1  ^  ^ 
forget  his  kindness,  and  who,  no  doubt,  wish  that     1^' 
was  a  leader  in  what  would  not  necessarily  prove 
forlorn  hope.     But  the  Republican  party  in  Michi^-^^' 
is  too  strong  to  be  beaten  by  a  combination  of  Denr»^ 
crats  and  Grecnbackers,  even  if  it  is  marshaled  by    ^^ 
good  a  man  as  Mr.  Begole." 

This  sketch  would  be  imi)erfect  without   referring 
to  the  action  of  Mr.  B.  at  the  time  of  the  great  calami'^ 
that   in   i88i   overtook  the  people  of  Northeastern 
Michigan,  in  a  few  hours  desolating  whole  counties 
by  fire  and  destroying  the  results  and  accumulations 
of  such  hard  work  as  only  falls  to  the  lot  of  pioneers. 
While  the  Port  Huron  and   Detroit  committees  were 
quarreling  over  the  distribution  of  funds,  Mr.  Begole 
wrote  to  an  agent  in  the  "jbumt  district"  a  letter, from 
which  we  make  an  extract  of  but  a  single  sentence  *. 
**  Until  the  differences  between  the   two  committees 
are  adjusted  and  you  receive  your  regular  supplies 
from  them,  draw  on  me.     Let  no  man  suffer  while  I 
have  money."      This   displays  his    true     character. 
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'  USSELL  A.  ALGER,Governor 
of  Michignii  for  f  lie  term  com- 
mencing Jan,  I,  1885,  was 
bom  in  Lnfayette  Township, 
Medina  Co.,  Ohio,  Feb.  27, 
6.  Having  lived  a  tern- 
[(ciati!  life,  he  \i  u  comparative 
young  nmu  in  ap|jeai'ancc,  and  i)OS- 
Hostliose  mental  faenltics  llmtai-c 
the  ilistiiiguisUinjj  iliaracteristies  of 
rol'iiit,  mature  niul  eiliicated  man- 
hood. AVIieii  1 1  years  of  nyo  both 
his  parents  died,  leaving  liiui  -sitha 
younger  brother  and  sister  to  sup- 
l>ort  and  without  any  of  the  subston- 
tial  means  of  existence.  Lacking  thcopportunityof 
belter  employment,  lie  worked  on  a  farm  in  Riehdeld, 
Ohio,  for  the  greater  part  of  each  of  tlic  suc-ceeding 
seven  years,  saving  money  enough  to  defray  hisey- 
(wnses  at  Riclifiehl  Academy  during  the  winter 
terms.  He  obtained  .avery  good  English  education, 
anil  was  enabled  to  teach  school  for  several  subse- 
quent winters.  In  1857  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law  in  the  olHues  of  Wolcott  &  Upson  at  Akron,  re- 
maining until  March,  1859,  when  lie  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  by  tlic  Oliio  Supreme  Couit.  He  then 
removed  to  Cleveland,  an<l  entered  the  law  offlec  of 
Otis  ilit  ColHnbnry,  where  ho  remained  several 
monllis.  Here  lie  continued  his  studies  with  in- 
creased zeal,  anil  did  nmcli  general  rending.  Hard 
study  and  close  confinement  to  office  work,  however, 
liegan  to  tclt  on  his  constitution,  and  fiuling  health 
irarne<l  him  that  be  must  seek  other  occupation. 


He  therefore  reluctantly  abandoned  tlie  law  and  re- 
moved to  Gi^wl  Rapids,  Mich.,  lo  ciig:ige  in  the 
lumber  business. 

When  Michigan  was  called  upon  to  furnish  troops 
for  the  war,  Mr.  Atgcr  enlisted  in  the  Second  Mi<'h. 
Cav.  and  was  mustered  into  tlie  service  of  the 
United  Stfttcs  as  Captain  of  Co.  C.  His  record  as 
a  cavalry  officer  was  brilliant  and  honorable  to 
himself  and  his  comiuiny.  He  lurticiimted  in  some 
of  the  fiercest  contests  of  the  rebellion  and  wa.' 
twice  wounded.  His  first  injury  was  received  ii 
the  Imtlle  of  Booneville,  .Miss.,  July  2.  18Ci:, 
His  conduct  in  this  engagement  was  so  distin- 
guished that  he  was  piomoted  to  the  muk  oi 
lilajor.  On  tlie  same  occasion  his  Colonel,  the 
gallimt  I'hil.  .Sheridan,-  was  advanced  to  the  rank 
of  Bi'igadier  General  A  few  months  later,  on  the 
ICtU  of  October,  Major  Alger  became  Licutcnant- 
Colouel  of  the  Sixth  Hieli.  Cav.,  and  was  ordered 
with  his  regiment  to  llic  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
After  marked  service  in  the  early  enm|)aign  of  1 8(13, 
he  was  again  advanced,  and  on  June  2  received  his 
commission  as  Colonel  of  the  Fifth  Mich.  Cav.  His 
I'egiment  at  tliis  time  was  in  Custer's  famous  Michi- 
gan cavalry  brigade.  On  the  Cth  of  July  occurred 
the  battle  of  Boonesboivj,  Md.  In  this  conflict  he 
was  again  wounded.  His  health  received  a  more 
than  temporary  impairnient,  .and  in  October,  I8CI, 
he  »vas  (ibliged  to  retire  from  the  service.  His 
career  as  a  soldier  inctu<lcd  many  of  the  most  cele- 
brated contest?  of  the  war.  He  was  an  active  charac- 
ter in  all  the  battles  fought  by  the  Army  of  the 
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Potomac,  from  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  Mary- 
land by  Gen.  Lee  in  18G3,  up  to  the  date  of  his 
retirement,  with  the  exception  of  those  engagements 
which  occurred  while  he  was  absent  from  duty  on 
account  of  wounds.  In  all  he  took  part  in  GG  bat- 
tles and  skirmishes.  At  the  close  he  was  breveted 
Brigadier  General  and  Major  General  for  '^gallant 
and  meritorious  services  in  the  field." 

Aside  from  regular  duty,  Gen.  Alger  was  on 
private  service  during  the  winter  of  1863-4,  receiv- 
ing orders  personally  from  President  Lincoln  and 
visiting  nearly  all  the  ai*mics  in  the  field. 

Gen.  Alger  came  to  Detroit  in  1865,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  extensively  engaged  in  the  pine 
timber  business  and  in  dealing  in  pine  lands.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  well-known  firm  of  Moore  <fe 
Alger  until  its  dissolution,  when  he  became  head  of 
the  firm  of  R.  A.  Alger  &  Co.,  the  most  extensive 
pine  timber  operators  in  the  West.  Gen.  Alger  is 
now  president  of  the  corix)ration  of  Alger,  Smith  d: 
Co.,  which  succeeded  R.  A.  Alger  tl'  Co.  He  is  also 
president  of  the  Manistiqnc  Lumbering  Company 
and  president  of  the  Detroit,  Bay  City  &  Alpena 
Railroad  Company,  besides  being  a  stockholder  and 
director  of  the  Detroit  National  Bank,  the  Peninsu- 
lar Car  Company  and  several  other  large  corpor- 
ations. 

While  always  an  active  and  influential  Republi- 
can, Gen.  Alger  has  never  sought  nor  held  a  sal- 
aried office.  He  was  a  delegate  from  the  First  Dis- 
trict to  the  last  Republican  National  Convention, 
but  aside  from  this  his  connection  with  polities  has 
not  extended  beyond  the  duties  of  every  good  cit- 
izen to  his  party  and  his  countiy. 

Gen.  Alger  is  now  forty-nine  years  of  age,  an 
active,  handsome  gentleman  six  feet  tall,  living 
the  life  of  a  busy  man  of  affairs,  llis  military 
bearing  at  once  indicates  his  army  life,  and  although 
slenderly  built,  his  square  shoulders  and  erect 
carriage  give  the  casual  observer  the  impression 
that  his  weight  is  fully  180  pounds.  He  is  a  firm, 
yet  a  most  decidedly  pleasant-appearing  man,  with 
a  fine  forehead,  rather  a  prominent  nose,  an  iron- 
gmy  moustache  and  chin  whiskers  and  a  full  head 
of  black  hair  sprinkled  with  gray.  He  is  usually 
attired  in  the  prevailing  style  of  business  suits.  His 
favorite  dress  has  been  a  high  buttoned  cutaway 


frock  coat,  with  the  predominating  cut  of  vest  and 
trousers,  made  of  firm  gray  suiting.  A  high  collar, 
small  cravat,  easy  shoes  and  white  plug  hat  com- 
plete his  personal  apparel,  lie  is  very  particular 
as  to  his  appearance,  and  always  wears  neat  clothes 
of  the  best  goods,  but  shuns  any  display  of  jewelry 
or  extravagant  embellishment.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  approachable  men  imaginable.  No  matter 
how  busy  he  may  be,  ho  always  leaves  his  desk  to 
extend  a  cordial  welcome  to  every  visitor,  be  he  of 
high  or  low  situation.  His  affable  manners  delight 
his  guests,  while  his  pleasing  face  and  bright,  dark 
eyes  alwa^'s  animate  his  hearers. 

Gen.  Alger  is  a  hard  worker.  He  is  always  at  his 
oltiee  promptly  in  the  morning  and  stag's  as  long  as 
anything  remains  that  demands  his  attention.  In 
l)usiness  matters  he  is  always  decided,  and  is  never 
shaken  or  disturbed  by  any  reverses.  He  has  the 
confidence  of  his  associates  to  a  high  degree,  and  aL 
llis  business  relations  are  tempered  with  those  little 
kindnesses  that  relieve  the  tedium  of  routine  office 
life.  Althouirli  deeply  engrossed  in  various  busi- 
ness pursuits,  Gen.  Alger  has  yet  found  time  for 
i^eneral  culture,  lie  owns  a  large  library  and  his 
stock  of  general  information  is  as  complete  as  it  is 
reliable.  His  collection  of  paintings  has  been  se- 
lected with  rare  good  tiste,  and  contains  some  of 
the  finest  productions  of  modern  artists.  His  team 
of  bays  are  pui'haps  the  handsomest  that  grace  the 
roads  of  Detroit,  and  usually  lead  the  other  outfits 
when  their  owner  holds  the  reins. 

Gen.  Alger  has  an  interesting  family.  His  wife 
was  Annette  II.  Henry,  the  daughter  of  W.  G. 
Henry,  of  Grand  Rapids,  to  whom  he  was  married 
April  2,  1861.  She  is  a  slender  woman  of  fair  com- 
plexion, bright  and  attractive,  and  a  charming  host- 
ess. She  is  gifted  with  many  accomplishments  and 
appears  quite  young.  There  are  six  children.  Fa}-, 
a  lively  brunette,  and  Caroline  A.,  who  is  rather  tali 
and  resembles  her  mother,  have  completed  r  course 
at  an  Eastern  seminary,  and  during  the  past  yeai 
traveled  in  Europe.  The  remaining  members  of 
the  family  are  Frances,  aged  13;  Russell  A.,  Jr., 
aged  1 1 ;  Fred,  aged  9,  and  Allan,  aged  3.  All  are 
bright  and  promising  children.  Gen.  Alger  makes 
his  home  at  his  handsome  and  large  new  residence  on 
Fort  street,  at  the  corner  of  First  street,  Detroit, 
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YRUS  GRAY  LUCE,  the 
present  Governor  of  Michi- 
gan, combines  in  bis  charac- 
ter the  siibatantial  trails  of 
the  New  England  ancestry 
of  his  father,  and  the  chival- 
roHS  and  hospitable  elements 
peculiar  to  the  Southerners,  which 
fj"  came  to  dim  from  his  mother's  side  of 
the  house.  The  New  Englandera,  act- 
ive in  tha  cause  of  American  liberty, 
after  tliis  desired  result  was  accom- 
plished, turned  their  attention  to  the 
If-  growth  and  <ieveIopment  of  the 
country  which  their  noble  daring  bad 
constitutea  iudependent  of  foreign  rule.  The  pri- 
vatioDS  they  endured  and  the  struggles  from  which 
they  had  achieved  victory  built  up  in  them  those 
qualities  which  in  the  very  nature  of  events  could 
not  be  otherwise  than  transmitted  to  their  posterity, 
and  this  posterity  comprises  a  large  number  of  the 
men  who  to-day,  like  iha  subject  of  this  history, 
are  making  a  record  of  which  their  descendants  will 
be  equally  proud. 

Gov.  Luce  was  bom  in  Windsor,  Ashtabula  Co., 
Ohio,  July  2,  1824.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Tolland,  Conn.,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  soon  after  its  close  emigrated  from  New 
England  and  settled  on  the  Western  Kesei've  in 
Northern  Ohio,  His  mother,  who  in  her  girlhood 
was  Miss  Mary  Gray,  was  born  in  Winchester,  Va. 
Her  father,  tinctured  with  Abolitionism,  found  his 
home  in  the  Old  Dominion  becoming  uncomfortiL- 
ble  as  an  abiding-place  at  that  time,  and  aeeord- 
ingly,  ivitb  his  wife  and  family  of  young  children, 


he  also  migrated,  in  1815,  to  the  wilds  of  Northern 
Ohio.  There  the  parents  of  our  subject,  in  18!',), 
were  united  in  in:iiriage,  and  continued  resiUenls  of 
Ashtabula  County  until  I83G.  There  also  were 
born  to  them  six  sons,  Cyrus  G.  of  this  sketch  being 
the  second. 

The  incidents  in  the  early  life  of  Gov.  Luce  were 
not  materially  dilTereiit  from  those  of  other  boys 
living  on  the  farms  in  that  new  country.  He  was 
taught  to  work  at  anything  necessary  for  him  to  do 
and  to  make  himself  useful  around  the  pioneer 
homestead.  When  twelve  years  of  ago  his  parents 
reinoved  further  West,  this  time  locating  in  Steu- 
ben County,  Iiid.  This  section  of  country  was  still 
newer  and  more  thinly  settled,  and  without  recount- 
ing the  particular  hardships  and  jirivations  which  the 
family  exijerienced.itissufflcieuttosaylhatbut  few 
enjoyed  or  suffered  a  greater  variety.  Markets  were 
distant  and  difficult  of  access,  the  comforts  of  life 
scarce,  and  sickness  universal.  Young  Luce,  in  com- 
mon with  other  boys,  attended  school  winters  in  the 
stereotyped  lug  school-house,  nnd  in  summer  as- 
sisted in  clearing  away  the  forests,  fencing  the 
fields  and  raisingcrops  after  the  land  was  improved. 
He  attended  three  terms  an  academy  loc'atc(l  at  On- 
tario, Ind.,  and  his  habit  of  reading  and  observation 
added  essentially  to  his  limited  school  privileges. 

When  seventeen  years  of  age  tlic  father  of  our 
subject  erected  a  cloth -dressing  and  wool-carding 
establishment,  where  Cyrus  (1.  acquired  a  full 
knowledge  of  this  business  and  subsequently  ha<l 
charge  of  the  factory  for  a  period  of  seven  years, 
lu  the  meantime  he  liad  become  interested  in  local 
politics,  in  which  be  displayed  rare  judgment  and 
sound  common  sense,  and  on  account  of  which,  in 
1848,  he  was  nominated  by  the  Whigs  in  a  district 
composed  of  the  counties  of  DeKalb  and  Steuben 
for  Representotive  in  the  State  Legislature.  He 
m.ide  a  vigorous  canvass  but  was  dete.itcd  by  eleven 
majority.  This  incident  was  but  a  transient  bub- 
ble on  the  stream  of  bis  life,  and  that  same  ye&x 
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Mr.  Luce  purchased  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  near 
Gilead,  Branch  Co.,  Mich.,  the  improvement  of 
which  he  at  once  entered  uix)n,  clearing  away  the 
trees  and  otherwise  making  arrangements  for  the 
establishment  of  a  homestead.  In  August,  1849,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  A.  Dickinson, 
of  Gilead,  and  the  young  people  immediately  com- 
menced housekeeping  in  a  modest  dwelling  on  the 
new  farm.  Here  they  resided  until  the  death  of  the 
wife,  which  took  place  in  August,  1882.  Mrs. 
Luce  was  the  daughter  of  Obed  and  Experience 
Dickinson,  well-to-do  and  highly  respected  residents 
of  Gilead.  Of  her  union  with  our  subject  there 
were  born  five  children,  one  now  deceased. 

In  November,  1883,  Gov.  Luce  contracted  a  >(.'c- 
ond  marriage,  with  Mrs.  Mary  Thcmipson,  of  Bron- 
sou,  this  State.  He  continued  on  the  same  farm, 
which,  however,  by  subsequent  purchase  had  boon 
considerably  extended,  until  after  his  election  to  the 
office  of  which  he  is  now  the  incumbent.  In  the 
meantime  he  has  had  a  wide  and  varied  experience 
in  public  life.  In  1 852  he  was  elected  to  represent  his 
township  in  the  County  Board  of  Snpervisors,  an<l 
twoyears  later,  in  1 854,  was  elected  Kepresentat  i  ve  t(  ► 
the  first  Republican  Legislature  convened  in  the  State 
of  Michigan.  lie  served  his  tc^wnship  altogether 
eleven  years  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Sn[)ervisors. 
In  1858  he  was  elected  County  Treasurer  of  Branch 
County  and  re-elected  in  IHGO.  In  IHfU  he  was 
given  a  seat  in  the  State  Senate  an<l  re-elected  in 
1 866.  In  the  sj)ring  of  1 807  he  was  ujade  a  nieinl)er  ( »f 
the  Constitutional  Convention  to  revise  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  in  all  of  the 
positions  to  which  he  has  been  called  has  evidenced 
a  realization  of  the  sober  responsibilities  committed 
to  his  care.  To  the  dnties  of  each  he  gave  the  most 
conscientious  care,  and  has  great  reason  to  feel  pride 
and  satisfaction  in  the  fact  that  during  his  service 
in  both  llonses  of  the  Legislature  his  name  appeals 
upon  every  roll-call,  he  never  having  been  absent 
from  his  post  a  day. 

In  July,  1879,  Mr.  Luce  was  appointed  State  Oil 
Inspector  by  Gov.  Croswell,  and  re-appointcd  by 
Gov.  Jerome  in  1881,  serving  in  this  capacity  three 
and  one-half  years.  In  the  management  of  the 
duties  of  this  office  he  is  entitled  to  great  credit. 
Xhe  oflfice  was  not  sought  by  him,  but  the  Governor 


urged  him  to  accept  it,  dniming  that  the  olfice  wn^ 
the  most  dilfienlt  he  had  to  fill,  and  was  one  which 
required  first-class  executive  ability.  He  organized 
the  State  into  districts,  apjwinted  an  adequate  force 
of  deputies  and  no  more,  secured  a  reduction  of  the 
fees  by  nearly  one-half,  and  in  every  way  managed 
the  afl'airs  of  the  ofllcc  so  efllciently  and  satisfac- 
torily that  above  all  expenses  he  was  enabled  to 
pay  into  the  State  Treasury  during  his  management 
*;]2,000.4I). 

In  Ani^aist  of  the  year  1886  Mr.  Luce  was  nom- 
inated by  the  Kepublicans  in  convention  assembled 
at  Grand  Rapids,  for  the  office  of  Governor  oZ 
Miehi^i^an  by  acclamation,  and  on  the  2d  of  Novem- 
ber foUowing  was  elected  by  a  majority  of  7,432 
over  his  chief  comixjtitor,  George  L.  Yaple.  Ic 
1874  he  became  an  active  member  of  the  farm- 
ers' ors^anization  known  as  the  Gmn^e.  Believinof 
a>  he  does  that  agriculture  furnishes  the  basis  of 
National  prosperity,  he  was  anxious  to  contribute  to 
the*  edncatioM  aril  elevation  of  the  farming  com- 
ni unity,  and  thus  availed  himself  of  the  opportuni- 
ties olTered  by  this  organization  to  aid  in  acconi- 
|)li>hing  this  result.  For  a  period  of  seven  years  he 
wasMaster  of  the  State  (i range  but  resigned  the 
[)osition  last  November.  Fidelity  to  convictions, 
close  application  to  business,  whether  jigi-icultural  or 
alTairs  of  State,  coupled  with  untiring  industry,  are 
his  chief  characteristics.  As  a  farmer,  legislator 
executive  oilicer,  and  manager  of  county  as  well  as 
State  atTairs,  as  a  private  as  well  as  a  public  citizen. 
his  career  has  all  along  been  marked  with  success 
No  one  can  point  to  a  spot  reflecting  discredit  it 
his  public  career  or  private  life.  He  is  a  man  of 
the  people,  and  self-made  in  the  strictest  sense.  His 
whole  life  has  been  among  the  people,  in  full  sym- 
pathy with  them,  and  in  their  special  confidence  and 
esteem. 

Personally,  Gov.  Cyrus  G.  Luce  is  high-minded. 
intellectual  and  affable,  the  object  of  many 
and  warm  friendshii)s,  and  a  man  in  all  respects 
above  reproach.  To  the  dnties  of  his  high  position 
he  has  brought  a  fittir.g  dignit}',  and  in  all  the  re- 
lations of  life  that  conscientious  regard  to  duty  of 
which  we  often  read  but  which  is  too  seldom  seen. 
especially  among  those  having  within  their  hands 
the  interests  of  State  and  Nation. 
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.  EDWIN  B.  WINANS, 
nlio  b^^nn  his  duties  as 
fiovernor  of  Michignit, 
■Ununry  1,  1891,  is  &  son 
1  of  the  Empire  Stnte,  of 
wliich  his  parents  also  were 
nalivcs.  From  Gernnnn ancestry  on 
the  fatlior's  side,  he  derives  the  in- 
sliiK-ts  uf  riuftality  and  careful  con- 
sideration of  ways  and  means,  and 
lliese  are  strengthened  by  the  sub- 
atanlial  tiaita  of  the  Puritan  fore- 
fathers of  bis  mother.  Botli  lines 
have  transmitted  to  liira  the  love 
of  coimtry  and  home  thai  has  led 
thousands  into  nntrodden  wilds  where  they  might 
secure  that  which  wo>ild  be  for  the  future  good  of 
themselves  sod  posterity. 

John  and  Eliza  (Way)  Winatis  removed  from 
Kcw  York  to  this  State  in  1834,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Livingston  County,  where  the  boyhood  of 
Gov.  Winftns  was  passed.  He  was  alx>ut  eight 
jeara  old  at  the  time  of  the  removal,  having  been 
bora  at  Avon,  Livingston  Coanty,  N.  Y.,  May  16, 
3836.  Up  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  attended 
the  district  school,  and  he  then  entered  Albion 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1850. 
The  excitement  attendant  upon  the  discovery  of 


gold  in  California  had  not  died  ont,  and  young 
Winans  felt  a  strong  desire  to  visit  the  coast  and 
try  his  fortune  in  the  mines.  He  decided  in  favor 
of  the  overland  route,  crossed  the  plains  in  safety, 
and  spent  the  ensuing  eight  years  in  seeking  the 
precions  metal — a  quest  that  was  fairly  successful. 

Returning  to  Livingston  County,  this  State,  Mr. 
Winans  bought  land  nod  engaged  in  general  farm- 
ing. He  has  retained  the  farm  as  his  home  througji 
all  the  changes  various  ofBcial  ixtsitions  have 
brought  him,  and  joyfully  returned  to  it  whenever 
his  faithful  discharge  of  public  duty  would  allow. 
His  estate  now  includes  four  hundred  acres  of  land 
nnder  n  high  state  of  cultivation  and  improved 
with  buildings  of  the  best  construction  and  modern 
design.  In  connection  with  general  farming  Gov. 
Winans  has  given  considerable  attention  to  raising 
stock  of  high  grades,  and  his  understanding  of 
agriculture  in  its  various  deparlments  is  broad  and 
deep.  He  believes  that  his  success  in  political  life 
is  largely  due  to  his  thorough  identiSeatiou  with 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  State  and  no  doubt 
be  is  right. 

The  public  career  of  Gov.  Winans  began  in  1860, 
when  he  was  elected  to  represent  his  county  in  the 
State  Legislature.  He  served  two  consecutive 
terms,  covering  the  period  from  1860  to  1865.  la 
1867  he  was  a.  member  of  the  Constitutional  Con- 
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vention  of  the  State,  and  in  1876  he  was  elected 
Probate  Judge  of  Livingston  County  for  a  term 
of  four  years.  The  next  important  position  occu- 
pied by  Gov.  Winans  was  that  of  Congressman  dur- 
ing the  Forty-eighth  and  Fort^'-ninth  Congresses, 
representing  the  Sixth  District.  It  was  always  his 
lot  to  be  nominated  for  office  when  the  Democratic 
party  was  decidedly  in  the  minority,  but  such  were 
his  personal  characteristics  and  his  reputation  as 
one  interested  in  the  welfare  of  that  great  class, 
the  farmers,  that  in  every  case  he  made  a  successful 
race.  When  he  was  put  up  for  Congress  the  oppo- 
sition had  a  majority  in  the  district  of  three  thou- 
sand votes,  but  he  was  elected  by  a  plurality  of 
thirty.  While  in  Congress  he  took  an  active  part 
in  all  measures  tending  to  the  public  good  and 
served  on  the  Committees  on  Agricultpre  and  Pen- 
sions. In  the  fall  of  1891  his  name  headed  the 
Democratic  ticket  and  he  was  elected  Governor  of 
the  State. 

In  his  private  life  Gov.  Winans  has  been  as  ex- 
emplary as  in  his  public  career  he  has  l)een  useful 
and  influential.  He  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  in  his  religious  faith  and 
practice  has  the  close  sympathy  of  his  wife,  who 
belongs  to  the  same  society.  His  marriage  was 
solemnized  in  Hamburg,  Livingston  County,  in 
1855,  his  bride  being  Miss  Elizabeth  Galloway,  wlio 


was  born  and  reared  on  the  farm  she  still  calls  home, 
as  it  was  bought  of  her  father  by  Gov.  Winans. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  George  and  Susan  (Haight ) 
Galloway,  who  are  numbered  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Livingston  County,  whither  they  came 
from  New  York.  She  is  an  educated,  refined  woman, 
whose  mental  attainments  and  social  qualities  fit 
her  for  the  position  which  she  occupies  as  hostess 
of  the  Gubernatorial  mansion.  Governor  and  Mrs. 
Winans  have  two  sons,  George  G  ,  who  is  now  act- 
ing as  his  father's  private  secretary,  and  Edwin  B., 
Jr.,  a  graduate  of  West  Point. 

Gov.  Winans  has  in  former  years  shown  himself 
capable  of  close  application  to  the  duties  which  lay 
before  him,  and  his  judicious  decisions  and  wise 
course  when  attempting  to  bring  about  a  worthy 
object,  are  well  known  to  those  who  are  acquainted 
with  the  history  of  the  State.  Although  it  is  often 
said  that  it  is  scarcely  safe  to  judge  of  a  man  until 
his  career  is  closed,  yet  Gov.  Winans  has  acted  bis 
part  so  well  thus  far  in  life  that  he  is  confidently 
expected  to  add  to  the  credit  that  already  belongs 
to  the  great  commonwealth  of  Michigan,  and  which 
to  a  certain  extent  lies  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
have  been  and  arc  its  chief  executives.  Among  his 
personal  characteristics  are  those  of  a  love  of  truth, 
justice  and  progress,  and  a  cordial,  kindlj''  spirit 
which  makes  warm  friends  and  stanch  adherents. 


Ii^gl^ani  aijd  Mvlijggtoi}  Conijtics, 
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INTRODUCTORY 
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gHE  time  has  arrived  when  it 
becomes  tlie  duty  of  the 
people  of  lliis  county  to  per- 
petuate the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of  their  early  settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.  The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duly  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent lime  owe  to  tlieir  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
'  grapliica]  history  is  found  a  power 
jj"  to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to 
y!  enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
n  which  the  names  and  aciions  of  the 
;ontributed  to  raise  this  country  from  iis 
te  may  be  preserv'.'d.  Sorely  and  rapidly 
d  aged  men,  who  in  their  jirLine  entered 
S3  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
passing  to  (heir  graves.  The  number  re- 
)can  relate  the  iiicidenis  of  the  first  days 
.t  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
sity  exists  for  the  collection  and  preser- 
;nls  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
:ut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 
rtten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
.t  a^es.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
iheir  best  works  and  the  most  e.irnesl 
eir  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
;tuate  their  memory  has  been  in  pro|X)r- 
amount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
Is  of  F.gypt  were  built  lo  ])er[)etuale  the 
leeds  of  their  great  rulers.  The  exhu- 
le  by  the  ar».-heologisis  of  Egypt  from 
.phis  indicate  a  desire  of  those  people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements 
The  erection  of  the  great  ciwiisks  were  for  the  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  thb 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their 
great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the  .iges. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound -builders,  in  plhng 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  hved.  All 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex- 
treme, give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac- 
ters of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity ; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  estabhsh  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  arc  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  thougi 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monument  which  his  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  ceme- 
tery will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
thir.k  it  necessary,  a*  we  ^jwak  only  truth  of  them, to 
wait  itnlil  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone:  to  do  this  we  are  a-ih;uned  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  live 
are  unworthy  of  public  record. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 
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ideiit  uf  till'  AlidiiKnn  Ay 

III  iiAh-in:  isn   iin- 


uf  No 
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tlie  town  uf  HelliU'lii'iii.  Al- 
IV  CoHiity,  Mnrcli  II. 
His,  iiiKi«ittir!*  wciv  anwjii^ 
the  i-arlv  setticiv  in  .Sarato^ja  Coiiiitv 
and  lame  fnim  llutlnnd.  Like  maiiv 
uf  the  men  wlii>  liavf  taken  |ii'<>nii- 
iieut  [Hii'itit>iit<  in  (tdncationiil  as  well 
as  Govei'nmejitftI  offnii-^.  Pit-sidi-nt 
(hit*  i^  defended  frum  |iar<'nlr^ 
wliOHo  live.*  wi'w  dc<iifntfd^  U>  Ihi- 
agricultural  cnllinK.  Mif  falht-'r  was  Richard  t'tutc- 
wid  his  mother's  maiden  iiamt  wa*  Liu-v  Clfinents. 
When  our  subject  was  eleven  yeai>  uf  njje  lii> 
mother  died,  and  the  family  lieiiiii  lu'okeii  np.  h<' 
went  to  live  in  Valatie,  {'oIuml>ia  Coiiiitv.  N.  Y.. 
in  the  home  of  John  Corning;  ih*?i-e  ho  ri'maiiicd 
two  and  a  half  yeaiv  attending  the  distriet  iichool. 
after  which  be  entered  the  Oak  Strtvt  School  at 
BinghamptOD.  remaining  there  one  year.  When 
(eventeen  years  of  age  he  was  chosen  Principal  of 
the  First  Ward  School  in  Binghainpton  mid  the 
second  year  he  weured  a  mme  responslhle  |>oiiilion 


ii>  Prinei)uil  of  the  Oak  -Street  .School,  where  he 
li.-id  lieeii  n  i»Hpil.  There  lie  i-emained  for  one 
year  nnd  then  feeliii^f  the  need  of  a  more  thoniiigh 
preparation  foi'  hiri  ehowii  pi-ofettsioii.  he  entered 
the  SiiM|iieliaiina  Semiuary.  acting  ns  awistanl 
teacher  nnd  at  the  .tame  time  taking  advanced 
work.  The  want  of  fiuidts  again  eom|)elled  him  to 
seek  a  iJ<Ksitioii  m  teacher,  and  he  I )eeame  Principal 
of  the  public  school  at  Chenango  Korks,  N.  Y. 

hi  IH;')?  I'rof.  (lute  came  West  and  located  hi 
Ionia,  this  State,  whei-e  he  taught  a  private  school 
for  s4-veral  months.  In  the  fall  of  18o!»  he  entered 
the  Sophomoif  elikts  of  the  Agiiciiltunil  College, 
lull  iliiiinii  (lie  winter  vacation  of  the  same  year 
lie  heiame  Principal  of  the  Ionia  schools.  The 
next  year  he  returned  to  the  eollege  and  wat'  gr»d- 
nated  with  the  Cla.ss  of  '62,  which  wa.s  the  second 
das.-  that  ivH.«  gmdiiated  from  the  Michigan  Agri- 
ciiltiirn!  Collefre.  Mr.  (lute  tiears  the  distinction 
of  delivering  the  lii-st  oration  that  was  ever  given 
liy  II  graduate  fixmi  iiii  agricultural  college  in 
.^iiierion  at  a  college  Commencement,  the  fii'st  clasc 
ni>t  having  conimencentenf  exeri'lseN  as  the  mujor- 
ity  <)f  the  graduates  entered  the  .irriiy  when  Ihe 
liiM  call  was  made  for  troops. 

After   finishing  Ins   college  course    Prof.    Ciiife 
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was  made  Principal  of  the  DeWitt  s*chool»,  but  wai< 
soon  called  back  to  his  Alma  Mater  as  instructor  in 
mathematics.  In  two  year's  time  he  was  ^iven  the 
Chair  of  Mathematics  and  retained  that  i)Osition 
until  1866,  ftnally  resigning  it  to  take  a  year's 
coui-se  of  study  in  the  Meadville,  Pa.,  Theological 
Seminary.  Itecoming  a  Unitarian  minister  he  ac- 
cepted a  pastorate  in  Vineland,  N.  .1.,  and  there 
remained  for  six  yeai-s.  During  the  first  year  of 
his  ministry  he  returned  to  the  Agricultural  Col- 
lege and  entered  into  the  matrimonial  relatinns 
with  Miss  Mary  Merrylees,  a  sister  of  the  wife  of 
ex-President  Abl)ot.  After  the  time  of  his  pastor- 
ate mentioned  al)ove  he  was  called  to  Newark,  N. 
J.,  where  he  remained  for  two  years.  His  next  pas- 
torate was  in  Keokuk,  Iowa,  where  he  spent  foin* 
veal's  and  then  l)ecame  pastor  of  a  chiu'ch  in  Iowa 
City,  remaining  there  for  eight  yeai*s.  Wliilc  in 
Iowa  several  eminent  parishoners  sat  nn<ler  his 
preaching.  Among  the  numl>ern]ay  bo  iiicntiomd 
the  Hon.(ieorge  \V.  McCrary,  M.  C..  and  Secretary 
of  War  under  ex- President  Haves;  also  .lust ice 
Samuel  F.  Miller,  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court. 

From  Iowa  City  Prof,  (lute  went  to  Pomona. 
Cal„  and  there  organized  a  new  cliurch  over  whieh 
he  was  pastor  for  one  year.  At  this  time  he  was 
chosen  President  of  the  Michigan  Ai*ricultural 
College  bv  the  StiiLe  Hoard  (►f  Airriculture.  and 
asMuned  charge  of  the  institution  in  Ma  v.  \xx\K 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  exclusively  engai^ed  in 
the  adniinistrative  work  of  the  college.  President 
Chile  and  his  wife  have  been  favored  with  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children.  There  are  four  l)oys  and 
three  girls  whose  names  in  order  of  birth  are  as 
follows:  William  is  now  (IHUl)  twenty-two  years 
old:  Oscar  twenty-one;  Lucy  eighteen;  John  died 
at  the  age  of  three;  Katharine  is  thirteen  years  old; 
Fdvvard  eleven  and  Marian  seven. 

In  early  life  President  Clute  wiis  a  strong  anti- 
slavery  man  and  naturally  joined  the  Republican 
party,  but  in  1872  he  was  an  adherent  of  the  party 
which  favored  and  nominated  Greeley,  and  at  that 
time  accepted  the  nomination  for  Congress  in  the 
first  district  of  New  Jersey.  He  was  defeated  in 
the  campaign,  since  which  time  he  has  been  inde- 
pendent in  politics,  usually  affiliating  -with   the 


Prohibition  party.  While  in  Iowa  he  did  some 
telling  work  for  the  temperance  cause  and  wa.^ 
President  of  the  Johnson  County  Tem|)erance  Al- 
liance during  the  great  constitutional  amendment 
campaign  in  that  StJite.  It  was  carried  l)y  thirty 
thousand  majority  but  the  Supreme  Court  declared 
it  unconstituti(mal. 

President  Clute  has  always  been  strongly  inter- 
ested in  agricultural  matters.  When  a  student  at 
Michigan  Agricultural  College  he  wa«v  editor  of 
the  11  ^'.s^'//t  UuraL  a  journal  published  in  Detroit, 
and  while  in  \'ineland,  N.  J.,  he  found  time  to 
conduct  the  agiicu It ural  department  in* a  weekly 
paper  there  and  was  a  worker  in  the  Vineland  Dis- 
trict Fair  AsscK'iation.  He  was  for  simie  time 
Proident  of  the  Vineland  Farmer's  Club,  at  that 
time  the  largest  in  the  United  States  and  having  a 
membership  of  four  hundred.  While  in  Iowa  he 
was  for  a  time  editor  of  the  Iowa  Stock  Journal  of 
Iowa  (  ity.  and  in  the  last  named  plac*e  he  became 
interested  in  bee  culture,  first  taking  it  up  as  a  i*e- 
ereation  from  the  fatii»ue  of  his  study,  but  finally 
the  busiiu'ss  grew  until  he  was  able  t-o  realize  a 
crop  of  seventeen  thousand  pounds  of  honey  dur- 
ing one  season. 

President  (lute  is  a  brother  of  the  Hon.  I^muel 
(lute,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Ionia,  Mich.,  and  aL*<o 
of  .lames   Monnu'    (lute,   an    engineer    living  at 
Schud.Mck  Landinir.   N.  Y.     His  father  died  in   the 
'()()s;  his  mother  in  IHoO.     The  degree  of  Master  of 
Science  was  conferred  upon  him  some  years  ago  hy 
his  Alma  Mater  in    recognition  of  his  research  and 
(liscoveries  in  the  scientific  field.    His  busy  life  has 
not  })revented  him  from   l)ecoming  a  popular   lec- 
turer on  subjects   ixutaining  to  education,  agricul- 
ture. teni})erance   and  other  vital  questions   of  the 
day.     lie  has  also  been  a  frequent  contributor  to 
the  reviews  and  magazines  of  the  United  States,  in 
subject   matter  covering  the  fields  of   sjieculative 
l)hilos()|)hy,    physical  scienci*    and  practical    ethics 
and  education.     He  has  written  a  uuml)er  of  short 
poems  which  have  received  praise  from  able  critics. 

During  the  brief  administration  of  President 
Clute  the  college  has  reached  the  highest  degree  of 
prosperity  that  it  has  ever  enjoyed.  A  fair  meas- 
ure of  this  success  is  due  to  his  efforts  and  ability, 
and  from  his  wisdom,  power  and  experience  the 
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friends  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College  may 
confidently  expect  to  see  the  interet^ts  of  this  in- 
stitution advanced  to  the  highest  po^«8i^>le  degree. 
The  lithographic  portrait  of  President  Cliite  is 
presented  in  connection  with  his  hiographicnl 
notice. 
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MITH  W.  BOWERS.     The  greater  portion 
of  the  life  of  the  gentleman   whose  biog- 
raphy we  shall  attempt  to  give  l>elow,  hai< 
l)een  devoted  to  agi'ienltural  calling.     He 
ha»  now,  however,  retired  from  the  active  pursuit 
of  this  class  of  labor  and  is  delightfully  situated  in 
the  pleasant  city  of  Howell.     Mr.  Bowers,  like  so 
many  others  in  the  count v,  is  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire  State.     Ho  was  l)orn  in  C'ayuga  County  Feb- 
ruary  8,  1812,  and  is  a  son  of  Whitamoreand  Susan 
(Ward)  Bowers,  natives  of  Vermont  and  New  ,Ior- 
!«y    respectively.     The    former    was   a    mechanic, 
being  a  manufacturer  of  wrought  nails.     He    was 
in  the  War  of   1812,  and  having  kept  a  popular 
hotel  in  the  city  of  New  York   there  met  many 
of  the  prominent  charac^tei-s   in   American  hist<^)ry 
and  society.     His  decease  took  plac*e  in    1815,  in 
New  York  State.     The  mother  came  West  and  set- 
tled in  Michigan  with  a  son  in  1835.     She  died  in 
Washtenaw  County,  this  State.     Her  father  was 
•Jonas  Ward,  who  is  a  native  of  New  .Iei*sey,  and 
who  had  served  as  Captain    of   the    New   »Jei*sey 
State  Militia  and  also  as  a  soldier  in  the   Revolu- 
tionary War.     Mrs.  Bowers  was  one  of  a  family  of 
nine  children  bom  to  her  parents. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  arc  wi-iting  is  one 
of  a  family  of  eight  children.  Now,  however,  he 
IS  the  only  living  i*epresentative  of  this  genera- 
tion. He  was  reared  a  farmer  lad  in  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.  There  he  received  a  good  common- 
school  education  and  after  finishing  his  course  was 
engaged  as  a  teacher  for  a  period  of  four  years, 
one  year  of  which  was  spent  in  New  York  and  the 
other  three  in  Washtenaw  County,  this  State, 
having  come  here  in  1835,  settling  fii-st  in  the  town 
4^  Superior)  where  he  purchaeecl  fifty  acres  of  land 


to  which  he  later  added  other  land,  so  that  he  was 
the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
There  he  lived  for  thirty-three  years.  In  the 
meantime  he  acquired  a  large  amount  of  other 
lands  in  the  same  county. 

The  years  in  which  our  subject  was  associated 
with  the  interests,  of  the  town  of  Superior  were  not 
conllned  soleh'  to  the  accumulation  of  property 
for  himself  alone,  to  the  exclusion  of  other  inter- 
ests, for  he  gave  much  time  and  attenti(m  to  local 
government,  having  l)een  for  a  numlxT  of  veal's 
Sui>ervisor  and  also  filling  other  oftices.  In  186;") 
he  sold  out  hb«  interest  and  cjime  toM^owell,  where 
he  purchased  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land 
lying  within  the  corpomte  limitv^  of  the  village, 
and  here  he  has  lived  ever  sinw*. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  married  in  Ma3', 
IH42.  to  Miss  Charlotte  Warner,  a  native  of  (icn- 
esee  County,  N.  Y.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Darius 
Warner.  She  died  in  1856  and  our  subject  wa.s 
again  married  two  yeai-s  later  in  April,  1858,  to 
Miss  Pollv  Blood,  of  W^a.shtenaw  (*ountv,  this 
State.  Two  children  are  the  fruit  of  this  union — 
Kllen  and  Frank.  Mrs.  Polly  Bowers  passt»d  away 
from  this  life  Noveml>er  1,  1867. 

Mr.  Bowers  fi-ateniizes  with  the  liepublic^an 
party,  l>elieving  full3'  in  the  doctrines  as  held  by 
that  party,  lie  is  a  public-spirited  man  who  is 
ever  i*eady  to  help  on  a  worthy  enterprise  and  has 
lM»en  one  of  the  (»hief  promoters  in  the  upbuilding 
of  churches,  schoolhouses  and  roads.  Having 
almost  attained  his  foui-score  ^ears,  he  is  now  one 
of  the  substantial  men  in  every  sense  of  the  word 
in  this  count V. 


1 


A^  I'ZZEY  J.  G08S.  A  man  of  recognized 
ijl  "  1  literary  ability,  of  liberal  ideas,  always 
looking  forward  into  the  future  for  a 
broader  evolution  of  the  understanding  of 
life,  our  subjwt  is  regju'ded  as  one  of  the  most 
intelligent,  loyal  citizens  of  this  place.  He  was 
lM>rn  in  Windsor  County,  Vt..  Deceml)er  I,  1821. 
His  father,  Daniel  Goss,  was  born  ip  Greenfield,  N. 
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H.,  May  20,  1775.  His  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Sally  Tuck,  was  also  born  in  New  Hamp- 
shire in  1778,  and  died  in  Lorain  County,  Ohio, 
in  1848.  His  fatlier  passed  away  in  the  same 
State  and  county  .June  1 1,  1838.  The  latter  was  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  and  the  proprietor  of  a  fann, 
which  he  conducted  succ^essfullv. 

Our  subject's  j^randsire.  Tuck  (4osji,  was  a  seji 
ctiptain,  his  ancestoi's  coming  originally  from  Kng- 
land.  Our  subject  worked  on  the  farm  owned  by 
his  father  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  ajje  attend- 
ing  a  district  school  a  portion  of  the  time,  lie 
removed  to  Ohio  in  1836,  making  a  stay  tiiere  of 
four  yeai*s,  farming  and  attending  a  school.  In 
1842  he  returned  U)  New  Hampshire  and  entered 
an  academv,  where  he  remained  for  one  year.  lie 
then  went  back  to  Ohio  and  studied  under  the 
tutelage  of  a  brother,  who  had  a  coHegiate  educa- 
tion and  was  a  very  skillful  teacher.  He  renmined 
in  Ohio  until  18(n,  working  on  the  fnrni  most  of 
the  time,  but  that  year  lie  came  to  Miehigan  and 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  .S.S,  Meridian 
Township,  Ingham  County,  the  siune  farm  which  is 
now  owned  bj-  him. 

At  the  time  Mr.  (ioss  came  here  there  was  onlv 
a  small  clearing  on  the  |)laee,  he  having  made  all 
the  improvements  which  it  now  boasts.  Married 
July  4,  1850,  to  Sarah  I).  N'incent.  of  Lorain.  Ohio, 
the  domestic  life  of  our  subject  has  been  very 
happy.  Three  children  have  been  added  to  the 
domestic  realm:  Klsie,  who  was  Imjhi  in  1855,  still 
remains  at  home  with  her  parents;  Mary,  lK)rn  in 
1859,  married  Benton  Moore,  who  is  now  workinsr 
the  farm  which  Mr.  (ioss  owns;  they  have  one 
child,  Kittie,  who  is  eleven  yeai*s  old;  Helen,  who 
was  born  in  1801,  married  Alphonso  Higelow;  they 
also  have  one  child,  Frank,  who  is  one  year  old. 

Since  living  on  his  present  farm,  the  original  of 
our  sket<*h  frequently  worked  at  his  trade,  wliieh  is 
that  of  a  carpenter  and  joiner.  He  is  a  man  of 
correct  literary  tastes,  although  he  never  en- 
tered college.  He  prepared  for  Oberlin.  but  was 
disappointed  in  pursuing  his  course.  He  purchased 
a  small  farm  near  the  town  and  on  this  he  lived 
for  thirteen  years,  working  at  his  trade.  While  in 
Ohio  he  studied  medicine  for  two  years  under  a 
preceptor^  With  a  view  of  becoming  a  physician. 


He  was  comi)elled  to  relinquish  the  project,  but 
from  the  knowledge  obtained  from  the  study  of  the 
subject,  he  was  enabled  to  prepare  what  is  known 
as  (toss'  Blood  Cleanser,  of  which  our  subject  i:< 
the  proprietor.  It  is  a  popular  remedy  and  has 
very  large  sales. 

Mr.  (ioss  is  a  Spiritualist  and  is  wIbII  informed 
on  the  subject  of  the  occult  sciences  and  religions. 
In  |>olitics  he  is  a  GreenlMicker,  having  gone  to  that 
party  from  the  Democratic  ranks.  While  in  Ohio 
he  spent  seven  years  teaching  in  the  district  sc^hools, 
making  a  specialty  of  [)enman8hip.  Mr.  (tosj  has 
been  a  frecpient  contributor  to  various  leading 
periodicals  of  the  State,  on  subject*  of  general 
interest.  He  has  contributed  numerous  articles  for 
the  l^msing  papei*s.  He  has  l>een  elected  to  fill  the 
offices  of  Drain  Commissioner  and  School  Inspector 
of  Meridian  Township. 
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AMKS  BOdAN.  The  farmer  owning  the 
tine  tract  of  land  <m  section  15,  Genoa 
Township,  Livingston  County,  is  a  native 
of  the  H^merald  Isle,  being  there  lK>rn  in 
County  Tyrone,  Novembt»r  1,  1826.  His  father 
was  Patrick  Bogan,  who  was  born  in  the  same 
county  August  11,  1803.  His  grandfather  was 
Edward  l^)oan,  who  was  a  farmer  in  Ireland  and 
there  died  in  middle  life.  The  father  of  our 
subject  came  to  America  in  1830,  being  at  that  time 
about  thirty  years  of  age.  He  bix>ught  his  wife 
and  family  of  five  children  with  him  and  first 
settled  in  New  York  City  where  he  lived  for  two 
years,  thence  moved  to  Hobleton,  N.  J.,  where 
he  lived  tor  a  time,  thence  went  back  to  New 
York.  He  traveled  over  Rhode  Island  and  Penn- 
sylvania, prospecting  for  a  place  to  locate  and 
was  finally  attracted  by  the  glowing  reports  of  the 
new  State — Michigan. 

Patrick  Bogan  c^me  to  Michigan  in  X836,  first 
stopping  with  his  family  in  Detroit  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  Genoa  Township,  Livingston  County, 
and  located  a  tragt  of  land  to  section  16...  Jbi/  ti!$ 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


195 


spring  of  1837  he  brought  his  family  hither,  hav- 
ing taken  up  forty  acres  which  he  was  engaged  in 
farming.  Their  first  home  was  a  log  liouse  in  the 
midst  of  the  woods.  There  were  at  the  time  num- 
bers of  Indians  who  would  have  begged  them  out 
of  house  and  home  had  they  not  been  firm.  There 
were  plenty  of  deer  and  wolves  against  wliicli  they 
had  to  guard  and  many  are  the  l)ears  that  our  sul>- 
ject  has  shot.  Deer  were  seen  in  droves  as  com- 
liionly  as  sheep  now  are. 

Our  subject's  father  was  a  hard  worker  and  not 
a  great  while  elapsed  before  the  forty  acres  as- 
sumed the  appearance  of  civilization,  and  to  his 
original  purchase  he  added  three  eighty-acre  tracts 
and  these  he  farmed  as  fully  as  his  agricultural 
implements  and  the  limited  aid  that  he  could  get 
would  enable  him.  Those  were  the  days  of  tlie 
silow  ox-team.  Patrick  Bogan  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-nine  yeai's — August  19,  1876.  He  was  a 
uiember  of  the  Catliolic  Church  and  in  |K)litics  a 
Democrat.  His  wife  was  a  fellow  countrywoman 
of  his  own.  ^She  bore  him  six  children  and  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years. 

When  only  four  years  of  age  our  subject  crossed 
the  "three  thousand  miles  of  wet."  He  attended 
school  in  New  York  City  and  later  in  New  .Jersey 
and  after  coming  Wests|)ent  one  year  in  a  school- 
room in  Detroit,  that  being  a  memorable  one,  as  it 
-was  held  in  a  log  school  house  and  had  slab  benches, 
quill  pens  and  was  carried  on  by  the  rate  !)ill  sys- 
tem. He  also  attended  one  winter — 1852 — at 
Howell.  In  1853  our  subject  went  to  the  coi)per 
regions  of  Lake  Superior,  For  sixteen  months  he 
^rorked  in  the  mines.  In  1856  his  father  deeded 
him  eighty  acres  of  land  and  later  he  bought  his 
present  line  farm. 

Our  subject  could  not  make  up  his  mind  to 
deifert  the  bachelor  ranks  until  late  in  life  and  has 
now  (1891)  enjoyed  marital  felicity  for  seven  years, 
his  marriage  being  celebrated  February  12,  1884, 
^rhen  he  was  united  to  Kate  Milet,  who  was  boin 
in  California  and  is  now  quite  3^oung.  They  have 
two  children — Mary  and  Helen  and  our  subject 
only  regrets  that  his  happiness  has  been  delayed  so 
late.  The  owner  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
of  land,  Mr.  Bogan  has  one  hundred  acres  under 
%h9  plow-y  he  engjELgw  in  mixed  farmings  a  good  ^ 


deal  of  his  land  being  planted  in  cereals.  He  also 
raises  considerable  stock,  gmded  sheep  and  cattle. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church.  Mr,  Bogan  is  a  Democrat  in  politics 
and  is  an  ardent  believer  in  the  divine  right  of 
free  trade.  In  1881  he  of  whom  we  write  built  a 
fine  frame  residence  uiK)n  his  place  at  a  cost  of 
^1800.  It  is  commodious  and  comfortable  and  is 
the  happy  home  of  a  happy  group  of  people.  Our 
subject  well  remembers  when  he  was  obliged  to 
take  his  wheat  to  Detroit  to  find  a  market  for  it 
and  tlie  way  of  getting  there  was  by  an  ox-team, 
so  that  the  carriage  was  slow  and  expensive.  Indeed 
it  took  alx)ut  a  week  to  go  and  return.  For  eleven 
years  the  original  of  our  sketch  hehl  the  office  of 
Postmaster  of  what  was  Genoa  Station.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  it  ceased  to  be  a  mail  sta- 
tion. 


s 
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E0U(;K  K.  HorcHlTALlXC;.  The  enter- 
—  prising  farmer  and  good  citizen  whose 
^<JA\  name  we  now  give  is  a  native  son  of  the 
Wolverine  State,  being  born  August  31,  1836, 
in  Lyons,  Oakland  County,  (iarrett  and  Rachel 
(Thompson)  llouglitaling  were  his  parents  and  his 
paternal  grandfatlier  was  Richard  Hough taling, 
who  was  born  in  New  York  and  devoted  himself 
through  life  to  farming  pui*suits  He  came  to 
Michigan  about  1835  and  passed  the  remainder  of 
his  days  with  his  son,  Oarrett,  and  soon  after  his 
decease  his  widow  also  passed  away. 

This  worthy  couple  brought  to  years  of  maturity 
and  usefulness  a  large  family  of  children  as  fol- 
lows: John,  David,  Henry,  Garrett,  Peter,  Mahala, 
Hannah,  lietsey  and  Margaret,  and  all  are  married 
except  Peter  and  Mahala.  The  father  of  our 
subject  had  his  birth  in  New  York  and  was  twice 
married,  first  to  Lydia  Gates,  by  whom  he  had  two 
son,  William  O.  and  Samuel  (i.,  and  after  her  death, 
which  occurred  in  Lyons,  Oakland  County,  he 
married  the  mother  of  our  subject,  who  lK.>re  him 
one  son,  George.     She  died   in  1868. 

Garrett  llouglitaling  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade 
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and  came  U)  Michigan  about  1820,  settling  in 
Wayne  County,  wliere  he  followed  his  trade  at 
Waterford  until  1837,  when  he  came  to  (ireen  Oak 
Township,  Livingston  County,  and  established 
himself.  He  was  prosperous  in  his  business,  and 
accumulated  a  comfortable  competency,  acquirinsr 
a  farm  of  about  five  hundred  acres,  all  of  it  located 
on  section  23.  This  he  improved  and  cultivated 
and  made  his  home  upon  it  until  he  was  called 
from  earth  at  the  age  of  forty-eight  in  the  year 
1845.  Ilis  religious  convictions  brought  him  into 
union  with  the  Christian  Church  and  his  }K)litical 
views  allied  him  with  the  old  Whig  party. 

The  mother  of  our  su!)ject  was  born  inCohnnl)ia, 
Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  a  daughter  ot 
Moses  and  Margaret  (Morris)  Thompson,  who  were 
from  New  Jei-sey,  their  early  home  being  near 
Morristown.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  he 
moved  to  New  York,  and  in  183/)  came  with  his 
te^im  through  Canada  to  Michigan,  being  two  weeks 
on  the  road.  He  settled  in  the  woods  where  Howell 
now  stands  and  built  a  sawmill,  lie  was  a  man  of 
means  and  took  up  some  two  thousand  acres  of 
land  in  Livingston  County  and  in  Oakland  County. 
His  life  in  Michijjan  was  cut  short  by  death  as  he 
was  called  away  from  earth  in  IHt  I,  while  living  a 
little  north  of  Howell,  and  his  faithful  wife  who 
was  the  mother  of  nine  children,  survived  him 
until  1867.     She  died  at  the  age  of  eiirhtv-Hve. 

The  happy  married  life  of  Mr.  lloughtalini;  be- 
gan August  21,  18(52,  and  his  bride  was  Mary, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Olive  (Cari)enter)  Randall. 
This  lady  was  born  in  Huron,  Erie  County,  Ohio, 
and  l)ec4ime  the  mother  of  seven  children  who  have 
in  every  way  proved  an  lumor  to  their  faithful 
parents,  who  through  theii'  childhood  and  youth 
gave  them  all  necessiirv  opportunities  for  self  im- 
provement and  development.  Jennie  M.  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Albion  College  and  a  teacher  in  Howell; 
Mary  A.,  who  is  an  artist,  is  the  wife  of  Clarence 
Pearce,  while  the  remaining  children  are:  Edward 
S.,  Edith  C,  Grace  O.,  Bertha  L..  and  Eva  R.  ?'or 
more  than  thirty  years  our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  been  prominently  identitied  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Chinch  and  they  are  leaders  in  its 
work  and  social  circles. 

The  early  training  of  our  subject  wae  received 


upon  the  farm  and  in  the  schools  of  Oakland 
County,  and  after  thi  death  of  the  father  hW 
mother  was  united  in  marriage  with  Alva  l*reston. 
The  son  remained  at  home  uniil  he  i*eaehed  the  age 
of  twenty-six,  when  he  began  for  himself  upon  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six  acres  on  section  23.  He  now 
owns  two  hundred  and  forty- four  acres  although 
he  met  with  a  serious  loss  through  endorsing  for  a 
friend  and  he  was  obliged  to  sell  one  hundred 
acres  in  order  to  pa3-  this  debt;  yet  it  is  evident 
that  he  may  fairly  be  called  a  successful  man.  He 
has  served  as  Township  Ti'easurer  and  Clerk  and  is 
well-known  in  every  circle  of  life  in  Cohoctah 
Township  where  he  has  lived  since  1847,  with  the 
exception  of  four  years  which  he  spent  in  Albion, 
to  which  he  moved  in  order  to  educate  his  children, 
lie  and  his  household  are  among  the  most  highly 
respected  members  of  society  in  this  part  of  the 
eountv,  and  are  worth v  of  the  esteem  which  is 
Ufranted  them. 


■^ 
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OlIN  11.  MOYER.  We  are  gratified  to  be 
able  to  present  the  life-history  of  the  prom- 
inent citizen  of  Locke  Township,  Ingham 
County,  whose  name  api^ears  at  the  head  of 
writing,  and  whose  l>eautiful  home  may  be 
seen  upon  section  7.  He  is  a  native  of  Oxfonl 
County,  Ontario,  Canada,  and  was  born  June  14, 
1810.  His  father,  Joseph  Moyer,  and  his  mother, 
Asenath  (Tuttle)  Moyer  were  natives  of  New  York, 
and  his  paternal  ancestors  were  of  German  blood, 
while  on  the  mother's  side  he  comes  of  old  Englisli 
and  Holland  st(K'k.  His  maternal  grandfather  was 
a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and  his  paternal 
great-grandfather  was  a  German  by  birth  and  a 
Revolutionary  soldier  in  the  American  army,  and 
suffered  scalping  at  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  who 
were  in  the  service  of  the  British. 

Our  subject  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Ing- 
ham CcKinty,  ^lich.,  in  1855,  and  the  family  settled 
u])on  the  farm  which  is  now  occupied  by  him  in 
lAK'ke  Township.  His  father,  Joseph  Moyer,  estalv 
lished  his  household  in  a  log  cabin  and  the  reiqaiiid 
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of  tliat  abode  are  still  standing  upon  the  farm, 
forming  one  of  the  old  pioneer  landmarks  of  the 
neighborhood.  The  father  passed  from  earth  April 
11,  1889,  and  his  good  wife  had  l^een  taken  from 
his  side  November  15,  1883.  They  had  done  a 
great  amount  of  pioneer  work  and  had  brought  ui> 
their  children  amidst  trials  and  hardships  of  which 
the  present  generation  knows  little.  Of  their 
household  of  seven  children,  six  are  now  living, 
namely:  John  H.,  Peter,  Hannah,  wife  of  Ezra 
8i)ear8,  Jacob,  James,  and  Mary,  wife  of  CJeorge 
Piper. 

Amidst  the  scenes  of  pioneer  life  John  Moyer 
gi-ew  to  manhood,  assisting  his  parents  in  subduing 
the  wildemchS  and  cultivating  the  farm,  and  upon 
bim  the  labors  of  the  home  were  so  severe  as  to 
gi'eatly  limit  his  educational  opportunities.  He 
became  an  extensive  reader  and  his  mental  devel- 
opment has  Ixien  mostly  that  which  he  has  attained 
by  his  own  forethought  and  effort.  He  was  mar- 
ried April  '15.  1872,  to  Mary  J.  Maxon,  a  native 
of  Livingst4>n  County  and  daughter  of  Elias  and 
Joanna  Maxon,  formerly  of  Livingston  County. 
In  their  later  years  they  made  their  home  in  Locke 
Township  and  here  their  life  terminated. 

Three  children  have  brightened  the  home  of 
our  subject,  namely:  May,  Emery,  and  John  H. 
Jr.  Mr.  Moyer  has  l>een  a  resident  of  the  farm  he 
now  owns  since  his  boyhood,  and  he  has  a  fine 
estate  of  two  hundred  and  sixty-seven  acre^.  In 
his  political  convictions  he  is  in  sympathy  with  the 
I>emocratic  party,  and  both  he  and  his  good  wife 
are  leading  membei-s  of  the  s(K*ial  circles  of  the 
township,  and  are  eminently  useful  in  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Church.  For  one  year  he  served  as 
Highway  Commissioner  of  the  township  and  is 
universally  recognized  as  one  of  its  solid  and  in- 
fluential citizens. 


^S^ 


«', 
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MLLIAM  H.  SHOOK.  This  respected  farmer 
\rJg     living   in    Tyrone  Township,  Livingston 
\^     County,  was  l>orn    N(»vemU>r  2,  1831),  in 
.Fhelpe, .Ontario  County,  ^\  Y.,  wheii3  his  parents, 


John  and  Delilah  (iSchad)  Shook  then  resided.  The 
father  was  born  in  the  western  part  of  Allegheny 
County,  Pa.,  and  was  twice  married;  his  first  wife 
was  a  Miss  Ken  yon  who  bore  him  four  sons  and 
one  daughter  and  the  second  wife  (whose  name  we 
have  already  given)  was  the  mother  of  five  chil- 
dren, and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy -seven.  Her 
children  were  William  H.,  Amos,  Peter,  Mary  and 
Perry  C,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five,  while 
Amos  died  in  infancy. 

John  Shook  emigrated  from  New  York  to  Michi- 
gan in  November,  1854,  and  hei*e  made  his  home 
in  the  township  of  Tyrone,  where  he  cleared  and 
improved  sixty  acres  of  land  and  lived  in  this 
township  until  his  death  which  took  place  March 
28,  1877.  He  vvas  at  that  time  seventy-five  years 
old  and  had  long  l>een  an  earnest  worker  and  de- 
vout communicant  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
ChiUTh.  His  good  wife  also  lived  to  about  the 
same  age,  dying  August  12,  1889.  She  was  born 
in  IVnnsylvania  and  wa,s  a  daughter  of  Peter  Schad, 
whose  family  name  was  formerly  spelled  Schort. 
He  was  a  farmer  in  the  Keystone  State  and  later 
lived  in  New  York,  and  finally  came  to  Michigan 
about  the  year  1814.  He  was  the  father  of  five 
s(ms  and  three  daughtei-s. 

The  district  schools  and  the  routine  of  farm  life 
supplied  the  training  of  this  boy  and  he  remained 
upon  the  farm  until  he  reached  his  eighteenth 
year,  when  he  began  for  himself  upon  a  farm  in 
1867,  purchasing  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on 
section  28,  Tyrone  Township,  the  very  land  upon 
which  he  now  resides.  This  property  he  at  once 
proceeded  to  j)ut  in  fii*st-elass  condition  for  farming 
and  he  has  made  it  of  great  value.  He  has  also 
taken  time  to  serve  his  township  as  Highway  Com- 
missioner and  his  term  of  service  did  much  toward 
improving  the  roads  of  the  township. 

Mr.  Shook  was  married  October  21, 18G8,  to  Miss 
Mina  A.  Castor,  a  daughter  of  Christopher  and 
Polly  (Hendricks)  Castor,  who  came  from  New 
York.  Mr.  Castor  was  a  car|)enter  by  trade  and 
died  in  Holly  in  June,  1889.  His  wife  passed  from 
earth  four  years  earlier  while  tliey  were  living  in 
Kose  Township.  To  tlieni  have  been  given  four 
sons  f{n(\  live  daughters  and  all  of  them  i»ivw  to 
maturity.     One  son,  Alburt,  served  bravely  in  thv 
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War  of  the  Hcljellion  and  Klitnha  K,  it^  noWj||a  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  clergyman  of  no  little  repute. 

Kittie  May  Shook,  the  only  child  of  our  subject, 
was  born  November  24,  1861),  and  is  now  a  young 
lady  of  culture  and  refinement.  She  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Fenton  Normal  school  where  she  pursued  a 
thorough  course  of  education  and  did  much  to  de- 
velop her  talents.  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Shook  are  lx>th 
active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  Mr.  Shook  is  a  member  and  has  been  for  thirty 
years,  of  the  Free  and  Awepted  Masons.  lie  is 
now  the  only  representative  of  his  father's  family 
that  is  left  in  this  country. 


S<fr^'/9 


.iC^^^i^- 


JTOHN  J.  LIVERMORE.  The  pioneers  who 
I  brought  their  families  to  Michigan  in  the 
I  early  days  of  the  '3()s,  traveling  with  ox- 
s;^J^  team  and  prairie  schooner  from  the  East 
and  settling  upon  almost  unbroken  land  with  no 
pros{)t^ct  of  an  immediate  income,  must  liavt'  hern 
possessed  of  brave  hearts  and  a  wonderful  capacity 
for  enduring  hardships,  and  they  are  worthy  of 
honorable  mention. 

Such  an  one  was  the  father  of  the  man  whose 
name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  who 
passed  through  all  the  hard  tinn^s  incident  to  fron- 
tier life  and  with  his  brave  coin])anion  forced  nature 
to  give  up  her  treasures  and  to  provide  a  handsome 
comijetency  for  their  declining  years,  'i'his  father. 
James  Livermore,  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts 
who  when  a  boy  went  to  Maine  and  there  <>rew  up 
<m  a  farm.  He  wtis  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
beinjr  a  voung  man  at  that  time,  as  he  was  lK>rn  in 
1789.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Susan 
Watson,  was  born  m  Massachusetts  in  1788. 

James  Livermore,  Sr..  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  a  farmer  who  died  when  his  son  .lames 
was  still  a  small  child.  He  therefore  had  to  look 
out  for  himself  and  early  beciune  independent. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  Tomp- 
kins County.  N.  Y..  and  resided  there  until  the 
father  came  to  Michigan  in  l«3r).  making  the 
)f>urney  in  a  wagon,  coming  around  through  Illi- 


nois, and  lieing  in  Chicago  when  there  wei-e  but  a 
few  houses  on  the  site  of  what  b<  now  known 
througliout  the  world  as  the   World's   Fair  City. 

He  lo<*ate<!  in  lH3r>  upon  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  wild  land,  uiK)n  section  24,  Una- 
dilla  Township.  There  was  then  no  settlement 
within  two  miles  of  him  but  he  bravely  went  to 
work  and  having  built  a  log  house,  broke  t^n 
acres  of  land  and  sowed  half  of  it  to  wheat 

In  1836  James  Livermore  returned  to  the  East 
for  his  family,  bringing  them  in  a  wagon  drawn  by 
two  yoke  of  oxen,  being  about  six  weeks  on  the 
way.  He  located  them  on  his  homestead  and  made 
that  his  home  until  death.  He  was  a  hard-working 
man  and  accumulated  a  liandsome  property.  He 
added  to  his  farm  until  he  had  four  bundi*ed  acres 
and  he  cleared  and  fenced  a  large  portion  of  this 
and  built  a  log  house  in  1850.  The  death  of  his 
wife  cK'curred  in  1864,  and  he  passed  away  in  1872. 
They  were  the  parentis  of  seven  children,  four  of 
whom  are  still  living,  namely:  Julia,  Mrs.  J.  D. 
Reeves;  our  sul)ject :  Susan,  Mi's.  Silas  Richmond; 
and  Emma,  Mrs.  .John  Richmond.  The  mother  wa*< 
highly  esteemed  for  her  genuine  Christian  charac- 
ter and  was  an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  took  place  in  Tompkins 
County.  N.  Y.,  (October  29,  1822,  and  he  received 
very  little  schooling  after  coming  West,  at  which 
lime  he  was  fcnnteen  yeai*s  of  age,  fin*  he  had  much 
hard  work  to  do  in  assisting  his  father.  He  u^ed  to 
drive  six  yoke  of  cattle  in  breaking  the  upland 
soil.  His  nnirriagc  took  plac*e  in  December,  1848, 
when  he  was  married  to  Charity  Ann  Sayles,  a 
daughter  of  Henjamin  and  Abby  (Pugh)  Sayles, 
the  latter  being  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  the 
former  a  New  Yorker.  After  their  marriage  in  Tomp- 
kins County,  N.  v..  they  came  to  Michigan  in  1847, 
and  settled  on  section  26,  Cnadilla  Township.  Here 
they  nnide  a  permanent  home,  adding  forty  acres 
of  improved  land  to  their  original  eighty  and  here 
Mr.  Sayles  died  December  19,  1889,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-four  yeai*s.  His  widow,  who  still  survives 
in  good  health,  has  reached  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years  and  of  her  three  children  Mrs.  Livermoi-e  is 
the  only  survivor. 

3lrs.  Livermore    was    born    March  22,  1829,  in 
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Tompkins  County  N.  Y.,  and  was  eighteen  yeai-s  of 
age  when  she  came  to  Michigan.  Having  received 
a  good  common-school  education  in  the  East,  she 
found  herself  in  demand  as  a  teacher  in  the  new 
country  and  found  employment  in  this  way  for 
some  time.  Her  parents  were  active  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chui*ch,  in  which  her  fa- 
ther was  a  Class-Leader.  One  sister,  Sarah,  mar- 
ried a  Mr.  C.  B.  Rose,  and  died  in  1848. 

After  spending  one  year  with  Mr.  Livermore's 
pMurents  the  young  couple  began  life  in  their  new 
home— a  log  house  upon  the  same  site  where  they 
have  now  lived  for  forty-two  years.  Their  earthly 
possessions  were  then  seventy-five  acres  of  land, 
all  uncultivated,  a  log  house,  a  yoke  of  oxen,  a 
cow,  ten  sheep  and  a  pig.  Their  present  beautiful 
home  was  built  in  1870,  at  a  cost  of  $2,000  and  the 
bam,  which  cost  $500,  was  erected  in  1854.  Two 
hundred  acres  form  the  home  farm,  all  of  which  ' 
are  improved  with  the  exception  of  twenty-five 
acres  which  are  still  in  timber.  They  have  both  done 
^nuine  pioneer  work  and  have  passed  through 
vears  of  hard  labor. 

This  worthy  couple  are  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely — 
Sarah  Jane, bom  Octobers,  1850,  died  October  13, 
1852;  Mary  A,  born  February  12.  1854,  now  the 
-wife  of  James  M.  Packard,  living  at  Lansing; 
Abby  A.,  bom  November  28,  1857,  is  the  wife  of 
A.  A.  Wood  of  Lansing,  and  the  mother  of  three 
children;  Susie  E.,  born  September  10, 1859,  wife  of 
William  F.  Dryer  and  living  in  llath,  Clinton 
County,  Mich,  with  her  husband  and  two  children: 
Julia  A.,  born  April  17,  1861,  lives  at  I^nsiug  and 
ij»  the  widow  of  Clark  ().  Chapman,  and  the 
mother  of  two  children;  James  B.,  horn  April  19, 
1 863,  still  resides  at  home;  Kunice  A.,  born  Novem- 
ber 3,1869,  died  February  5,  1878;  Chattie  R.,  born 
Xovember  3,  1872,  resides  at  home.  To  all  of 
these  children  has  been  given  an  excellent  common 
school  education,  and  their  mother,  who  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church  has  conscientiously 
instructed  them  in  the  faith  and  duties  of  the 
Christian  religion.  Three  of  the  daughters  have 
been  teachers  and  Miss  Chattie  is  now  a  student  at 
the  Business  College  at  Lansing. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  has  for  many 


veai-s  l)een  a  member  of  the  School  Board  and  he 
takes  an  active  interest  in  politics,  being  an  ardent 
Republican,  although  he  was  formerly  a  Whig  and 
then  a  Know  Nothing.  He  has  filled  the  office  of 
Road  Commissioner  and  for  twelve  years  or  more 
was  an  agent  for  the  June  threshing  engine.  He 
worked  at  the  carpenter's  business  when  a  young 
man  although  he  never  served  his  time  at  that 
trade.  He  was  a  member  of  the  militia  company 
here  in  which  Mr.  Winans,  now  Gov.  Winans  was 
one  of  his  comrades.  In  this  company  he  held  the 
position  of  Second  Sergeant.  He  is  pleased  to  say 
that  in  the  old  days  he  and  his  neighbors  had 
jolly  good  times  in  their  log  cabins  and  had  no 
I'eason  to  envv  those  who  were  housed  in  more 
pretentious  homes. 


OHN  N.  GREENE,  M.  D.  The  young  pro- 
fessional men  of  Leslie,  Ingham  County 
are  an  element  in  the  development  of  this 
progressive  little  town,  and  are  a  centraliz- 
ing force  in  drawing  within  its  boundaries  the  best 
people  in  that  section  of  the  county.  By  their 
character  and  repute  they  are  adding  to  the  repu- 
tation of  the  town  and  giving  it  a  standing  among 
the  other  corporations  in  this  county.  None  is 
more  thoroughly  res|x»cted  for  skill  and  character 
than  he  of  whom  we  now  write. 

David  (ireene  was  the  father  of  our  subject  and 
Marv  (Olin)  Greene  was  the  mother  to  wh<mi  he 
owes  so  much  for  his  early  training  and  education. 
They  were  both  natives  of  Lawrence,  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  whence  they  came  to  Michigan  in 
1851,  and  settled  at  Rochester,  Oakland  County, 
where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days. 
While  in  New^  York  David  Greene  was  a  woolen 
manufacturer,  but  after  coming  to  Michigan  he  de- 
voted himself  to  farming,  lie  died  in  1852,  at 
Rochester,  Mich.,  and  his  wife  survived  him  for 
many  years  and  finall}^  passed  away  in  April,  1 889. 
In  liis  early  manhood  the  father  was  in  very  com- 
fortable circumstances,  but.  later  in  life  he  met  with 
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heavy  losses.  His  political  views  were  such  as  to 
call  him  to  sympathize  with  the  Whig  party,  as  did 
most  of  the  Quakers,  among  whom  they  belonged. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  Quaker 
minister  named  Edwin  R.  Greene.  He  was  a  man 
of  great  wealth  and  resided  in  Otsego  County,  N. 
Y.  In  1843  he  removed  to  Genesee  County  and 
spent  his  last  days  at  Batavia.  The  Greenes  are  of 
English  ancestry,  while  the  Olins,  from  whom  the 
mother  of  our  subject  came,  trace  their  origin  to 
Wales.  The  parents  of  our  subject  had  nine  chil- 
dren, namely:  Phoebe,  Sarahette,  Emily,  Ellen, 
Edwin  R.,  Imogene,  William  H.,John  ILund  David 
M.  After  the  death  of  the  father,  the  widowed 
mother  was  again  married  to  Jacob  Cain,  of  Roches- 
ter, Oakland  County,  Mich., by  whom  she  had  three 
children,  Emily,  Edgar  and  Carrie. 

He  of  whom  we  write  had  his  nativity  in  Bata- 

■ 

via,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y..  March  22,  1H.')1,  and 
grew  up  ui)on  his  father *s  farm,  first  in  New  York 
and  afterward  in  Avon  Town^ihip,  Oakland  Countv, 
not  far  from  Rochester.  His  primary  edncaliun 
was  taken  in  the  district  sch(»()I^s  and  he  afterward 
attended  the  High  ScIkm)!  at  R<k  better,  and  later 
he  sj:)ent  two  years  in  the  Literary  department  of 
the  University  of  Michigan,  althouijh  he  did  not 
remain  to  take  his  diploma.  Even  before  enterina 
the  university  he  had  been  readin<r  niedieine,  and 
in  1882  he  entered  the  Medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  and  after  slndyinir  thu'e 
years,  graduated  with  high  honors  in  the  sprin»i^  of 
18«6. 

The  lii-st  practice  of  this  young  medical  man  was 
in  connection  with  his  brother,  Dr.  David  M. 
Greene,  who  was  at  that  time  located  at  Plain- 
Held,  Livingston  County,  and  afterward  went  to 
Iosco,  where  he  followed  his  profes.si<jn  until  Octo- 
ber, 1888,  when  he  removed  to  Ann  Arbor  and 
took  a  full  nine  months'  post  graduate  course  in 
the  Medical  department  of  the  university. 

Our  subject  located  at  Leslie  in  June,  18811.  and 
took  up  the  practice  which  his  brother  had  laid 
down,  as  Dr.  David  had  been  |>ursuing  his  profes- 
si(m  at  Leslie  for  a  year  and  a  half  pievious.  The 
young  Doctor  has  l>uilt  up  an  extensive  practice 
and  is  already  considered  one  of  the  leading  prac- 
titionei's  of  the  countv.     He  is  a  memljer  of  the 


Michigan  Medical  Association  and  his  views  on 
political  questions  have  led  him  into  sympathy  and 
affiliation  with  the  Republican  party.  StilL  he 
pays  little  attention  to  political  movements,  pre- 
ferring to  devote  himself  exclusively  to  his  pro- 
fession and  his  home. 

It  was  in  September,  1882,  that  Miss  Jessie  M. 
Doying,  of  Cass  City,  Tuscola  County,  this  State, 
and  a  native  of  that  city,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Dr.  (ireene.  This  lady  is  the  daughter  of 
.lames  and  *loanna  Doying  and  is  poBseosed  not 
only  of  a  lil)eral  education  and  more  than  ordinary 
culture,  but  also  of  good  capabilities,  sound  judg- 
ment and  admirable  social  qualities.  One  son  has 
come  to  brighten  this  home,  little  Wilford,  to  whose 
care  and  education  the  Doctor  and  his  wife  are 
devoted  with  true  parental  solicitude. 


-//.■  -IIOMAS  A.  WALKER.  Among  the  notable 
families  which  the  Empire  State  has  be- 
queathed to  her  younger  sister,  Michigan, 
none  is  more  worth \  of  our  consideration  than  the 
luie  represented  l)v  the  name  at  the  head  of  this 
paraixraph.  Hoth  by  character  and  connections  this 
family  is  entitled  to  rank  along  the  best  in  Living- 
ston Countv,  and  has  for  many  vears  l>een  known 
far  and  wide  by  all  who  liad  any  acquaintance  with 
Oeeola  Township. 

Mr.  Walker's  beautiful  farm  is  to  be  found  on 
section  17,  Oeeola  Township,  and  comprises  five 
hundred  forty  acres  of  excellent  land,  where  is 
carried  on  a  general  farming  business.  Upon  it 
may  l)e  found  two  hundred  and  fifty  head  of 
sheep,  and  some  *  12,000  worth  of  wool  and  sheep 
were  sold  from  this  farm  ijist  year.  This  gentle- 
man was  born  in  the  township  of  Manchester,  On- 
tario County,  N.  Y.,  January  23,  1830.  His  father, 
Ilenson  Walker,  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  being 
born  near  Baltimore,  where  he  had  his  early  edu- 
cation. He  there  married  Matilda  Amel,  a  native 
of  Maryland,  and  soon  after  that  union  removed 
to  New  York,  and  located  in  Ontario  County, 
whence  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1835.    He  stopped 
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for  a  few  months  in  Washtenaw  County,  and  then 
coming  on  to  Livingston  County,  took  up  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  29. 

The  first  home  of  the  familj'  in  this  county  was 
the  one  that  was  hastily  erected  by  them  after 
their  arrival.  It  was  the  log  shanty  covered  with 
bark,  measuring  15x15  feet  and  had  a  slab  tioor 
and  stick  chimney.  In  this  they  lived  for  about  a 
year,  after  which  they  built  another  log  house, 
which  had  no  floor  and  there  they  lived  for  two 
years.  The  place  was  improved  and  in  the  coui^se 
of  time  a  frame  house  was  erected,  in  which  the 
family  resided  until  the  father's  death  in  1857. 
He  was  an  earnest  and  active  Republican  and  a 
prominent  man  in  those  early  days.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  lived  to  reach  the  extreme  age  of 
ninet3'-two  years,  and  was  the  mother  of  ten  chil- 
dren, seven  sons  and  three  daughters. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  five  years  old  when 
he  c«me  to  Michigan  with  his  (xi rents,  and  his  first 
education  was  taken  in  a  log  sehoolhouse,  with  a 
stick  chimne}'  and  slab  seats  in  Oceola  Township. 
He  finished  his  schooling  in  the  log  sehoolhouse  on 
section  21,  remaining  with  his  father  until  after 
he  gained  his  majority.  The  happy  married  life 
of  Mr.  Walker,  began  November  12,  1851,  when  he 
was  married  to  Dorcas  E.,  second  daughter  of 
Francis  and  Dorcas  (Smith)  Hardy.  This  lady 
was  bom  in  Livingston  Count}-,  N.  Y.,  October  30, 
1837,  and  was  thirteen  years  old  when  she  came  to 
Michigan  with  her  parents,  who  settled  upon  sec- 
tion 1 7,  Oceola  Township.  lk)th  i^arenti*  lived  to 
a  good  old  age  the  father  dying  when  sevent^'-two 
years  old  and  the  mother  living  to  complete  eighty- 
one  years. 

The  first  home  of  the  young  wedded  couple  was 
in  a  log  house,  20x22  feet  in  dimensions  located 
on  section  17,  Oceola  Township.  After  one  ^ear 
in  this  house  they  removed  to  the  present  IcK'ation 
and  made  their  home  in  another  log  house.  After 
clearing  up  and  improving  the  farm  tliey  l>egan 
to  think  of  having  a  better  residence,  and  erected 
the  pleaaant  house  in  which  they  now  live  in 
1860.  He  fenced  his  land,  set  out  orchards, 
built  bams,  and  put  the  place  in  a  first-class  con- 
dition. 

With  the  exception  of  two  who  died  in  infancy, 


the  seven  children  who  blessed  this  primitive  home 
have  grown  up  to  occupy  positions  of  responsi- 
bility in  the  community.  They  are  as  follows: 
Sarah  Emma  was  the  wife  of  Charles  Young,  and 
has  now  passed  from  this  life;  Adelbert  resides 
upon  a  farm  in  this  ^township  and ^  has  taken  to 
wife  Julia  Brown,  who  has  presented  to  him  two 
children — Ollie  and  Goldie;  Phoebe  J.,  who  is  the 
wife  of  James  Filkin,  resides  in  Howell  Township, 
and  is  the  mother  of  the  following  children — Arn- 
old, Dexter  and  Herbert;  J uddie^  resides  at  home; 
and  Elsie,  now  Mrs.  Elmer  Armstrong,  resides  in 
Hart  land  Township. 

Our  subject  has  two  liundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
good  land  on  his  home  place,  one  hundred  acres  on 
section  29,  all  under  cultivati(m,as  well  as  one  hun- 
dred acres  of  finely  tilled  land  in  Howell  Township. 
He  also  has  a  half  interest  in  a  flouring  mill  in 
Hartland  Township,  known  as  the  Parshall  mill, 
besides  property  in  tiie  city  of  Howell.  All  this 
has  been  acquired  by  his  own  efforts,  seconded  by 
the  helpfulness  of  his  faithful  companion,  as  they 
began  without  capital.  He  has  given  his  son 
Adelbert  eighty  acres,  a  good  house  and  barn  and 
all  the  other  appurtenances  of  a  first-class  farm. 
He  and  his  good  wife  are  bringing  up  a  little 
grandson,  Herbert  Walker  Filkin,  the  son  of  their 
second  daughter.  His  political  views  have 
brought  him  into  active  co-oi>eration  with  the 
Republican  party,  in  which  he  has  great  con- 
fidence, and  for  which  he  is  glad  to  cast  his 
vote. 


c~: 


^^  IIKISTIAN  BREISCH.  The  Northera  Cen- 
tral States  are  so  productive  of  grain  that 
"^iii/'  it  is  not  surprising  tliat  tlie  milling  business 
sliould  have  representatives  not  only  in  the  large 
cities,  which  are  the  centers  of  trade,  as  in  Minne- 
apolis, St.  Paul,  Duluth  'and  Chicago,  but  everv 
town  of  any  pretentions  whatever  has  mills  that 
are  equipped  with  the  latest  and  most  approved 
appliances  for  converting  our  cereals  into  the  far- 
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inacious  products.  Many  of  the  largest  of  these 
mills  are  owned  and  conducted  by  Gennans,  who 
show  special  aptitude  for  conducting  the  mechani- 
cal portion  of  the  business  as  well  as  the  broader 
management  of  exporting,  and  finding  a  market 
that  shall  bring  in  the  highest  returns.  The  city 
of  Lansing,  being  so  accessible  to  the  grain  dis- 
tricts by  rail  is  an  important  point  for  shipping 
grain  to  the  mill,  and  of  the  mills  of  this  kind  none 
are  larger  or  more  important  than  that  of  which 
our  subject  is  manager. 

The  finely-equipped  mill  in  North  Lan^iinji:  en- 
joys the  general  oversight  of  Christian  Breisch, 
who  was  one  of  its  organizers,  the  organization 
taking  form  and  becoming  an  accepted  fact  in 
March,  1889.  It  was  officered  a.s  follows:  J.  F. 
Schultz,  President;  I).  C.  Hurd,  Vice-President; 
Charles  H.  Osborn,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  and 
Mr.  Breisch,  Manager.  He  is  also  one  of  the  larirest, 
in  fact  the  principal  stockholder.  The  North  Lan- 
sing Milling  Company  built  their  present  mill  in 
1889.  The  building  comj)rises  four  >tories  with  a 
basement.  It  has  a  front4io:e  of  fortv  feet  and  is 
sixty  feet  deep  and  has  a  capaeily  of  turninir  out 
two  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  ptMclav.  Tlif  ni<>- 
tive  power  employed  is  steam  and  also  water. 

Mr.  Breisch,  wlio  is  one  of  the  most  energetic 
of  young  men,  is  also  a  stockholder  and  Directiu- 
in  the  Peoj)le*s  Savings  Bank  and  in  fact  almost 
every  enterprise  that  has  the  least  prospect  and 
promise  of  a  successful  issue  is  not  eom])lete  without 
his  name  as  an  active  and  interested  a<rent.  Ue- 
sides  the  mill  above  spoken  of  the  North  Lansin*; 
Company  have  leased  the  IVarl  Mill.  It  also  has 
a  capacity  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  per  day 
and  the  motive  power  used  here  is  also  steam  and 
water.  Both  these  mills  employ  the  full  roller  pro- 
cess, by  which  Hour  is  turned  out  so  much  more 
easily  and  quickly  and  is  also  better  and  whiter 
than  by  the  old  process. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  this  State  and  although 
he  has  come  to  the  front  so  early  as  a  business  man 
of  the  best  and  highest  qualifications,  he  is  still 
very  young  and  much  may  be  expected  of  him  in 
the  future  in  commercial  life,  lie  was  born  in 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  July  13,  18()8.  His  father. 
Christian  Breisch,  Sr..   was  a  natiye  of   (termanv 


and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  His  grand- 
father, Gotlieb  Breisch,  was  a  butcher  in  the  Fath- 
erland, but  brought  his  family  to  America  at  a 
very  early  day,  after  which  he  engaged  in  the 
buteher  business.  He  came  to  Lansing  Township 
and  bough  a  farm,  settling  at  an  early  day  iu  Ing- 
man  County  where  he  remained  for  some  years. 

Our  subject's  father  was  also  a  butcher  and  he 
engaged  in  his  calling  for  a  number  of  years.  On 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  he  enlisted  in  the 
war.  tii*st  serving  as  a  private,  but  was  advanced 
to  an  officer's  post  in  Custer's  Brigade  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  struggle,  when  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged  and  came  to  Lansing  where  he 
engaged  in  the  butcher's  business.  He  was  drowned 
in  (irand  Kiver  at  the  head  of  the  race  December 
29,  187(),  breaking  through  the  ice  while  attempting 
to  cross  the  river.  Our  subject's  mother  was  Bar- 
bara (ioss.  She  was  l>orn  inOermanv  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Lansing  where  she  enjoys  the  knowl- 
edge that  her  children  have  become  honored  and 
lespected  citizens,  her  son  taking  a  prominent 
place  in  the  municipal  and  commercial  interesti*  of 
the  city.  She  i>  the  mother  of  two  children.  The 
elder.  Carrie,  is  now  Mrs.  I^ngenbacher,  of  this 
city.  The  younger  i.s  our  subject.  Our  subje<»t's 
mother  was  married  a  second  time  to  Andi'ew  I^n- 
irenhaclier.  By  this  marriage  she  became  the 
mother  of  one  child  whose  name  is  Bobby. 

Mr.  l>i-ei>ch  was  reared  and  educated  to  the  age 
of  thirteen  years  in  this  city.  At  the  age  al>ove 
mentioned  he  went  to  Marshall  and  apprenticed 
himself  to  a  cabinet  and  furniture  maker  for  a 
term  of  three  year^.  During  this  time  he  worked 
under  Mr.  J.  F.  (iauss.  Then  he  returned  and  en- 
tered the  employ  of  I).  W.  <t  M.  J,  Buck,  where  he 
remained  for  seyen  yeai*s.  September  1,  1885,  he 
left  thi>  employ  and  Mrs.  Langenbacher  being  tlie 
owner  of  the  Tearl  Mill  early  in  1886  our  subject 
rente<l  it  and  at  (nice  engaged  in  milling,  continu- 
ing to  conduct  it  until  1889  on  hisown  account. 

In  IHSH  the  old  })lant  was  buiiied  during  the 
month  of  December  and  soon  after  our  subject 
showed  his  enterprise  by  immediately  setting  about 
organizing  a  company  to  build  up  a  new  mill  and 
remodel  the  old.  Both  mills  have  a  capacity  of  five 
hundred  barrels  a  day,  which  is  the  largest   manu- 
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facture  of  flour  in  the  State  outside  of  Detroit.  The 
c-ompany  buy  their  wheat  at  the  elevatoi>  and  ship 
to  the  Eastern  markets,  having  a  hirge  market  in 
iiverpool  and  Glasgow.  Ilow^ever,  most  of  their 
products  are  sent  to  Maine  and  Massachusetts  and 
"they  enjoy  a  large  local  trade.  The  leading  l)rand 
'Which  is  manufactured  here  bears  the  attractive 
name  **  Moniing  Glory*'  and  it  is  a  favorite  grade 
of  flour  with  housewives  in  this  portion  of  tlie 
countr3'. 

Profiting  by  the  advice  given  in  scriptures,  that  it 
IS  not  good  for  man  to  live  alone,  Mr.  Breischwas 
In  the  city  of  Lansing  September  26.  1«HH,  to  Miss 
ft^mina  Cushing.  She  is  a  native  of  the  Km  pi  re 
^tA.te,  having  been  born  in  that  Iveautiful  little 
eininary  town — Cazenovia.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
^licjmasR.  Cushing,  now  a  real-estate  man  in  De- 
roit.  Mrs.  Breisch  received  her  education  for  the 
io«t  part  in  this  city.  She  is  a  charming  woman 
''it^li  attractive  personelle  and  pleasing,  alTal)le 
iccnners.  One  child  has  blessed  this  union — a 
H  i.igher  who  is  called  Irene. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  a  Free  and  Ac- 
^l^ted  Mas<m  and  has  attained  to  the  Koval  Arch 
^*^^ree.  He  is  in  his  political  preference  a  Demo- 
'^t  and  uses  his  influence  and  vote  in  the  service 
'^  ^tiat  party.  In  religious  matters  lie  is  liberal; 
***  ^ife,  however,  is  a  member  of  the  First  l*resi>y- 
"'"««n  Church. 


ENRY  B.  BAKKR,  A.  M..  M.  D..  Fellow  of 
;  the  Roval  Meteoroh)Ofical  Society  of  Lon- 
don,  honorary  memlHM-  of  the  French 
Scwiety  of  Hygiene.  Kx-Pr(\«<ident  of 
American  Public  Health  Association,  See- 
^tary  of  the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Health. 
^^*M  was  l>orn  at  Brattleboro.  \'t..  December 
*^*  1837.  He  is  a  scm  of  Fzra  and  Deborah 
^•IBigelow)  Baker.  When  twelve  years  of  age 
li^  removed,  however,  with  his  step-fnther  to  Mich- 
igan, his  own  father  having  died  when  our  sub-  I 
jVet  was  but  three  years  of  age.  The  family  s(»t- 
tied  in   Bunker   Hill,   Ingham  County,  and    there 


lived  alH)ut  a  vear,  when  thev  removed  to  Mason 
in  the  year  IHoO.     Oiu*  subject's  education  began 
in  his  native  State,  and  was   continued    in  Massa- 
chusetts nnd  Michigan.     He  left  home  and  began 
work  for  himself  liefore  he  was  fourteen  years  of 
age,  and  worked  and  attended  school  at  intervals. 
At  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war  Dr.  Baker 
was  teaching  school  in  Southern    Illinois.     He  re- 
turned to  Michigan  and  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, reading  with  Dr.  L  H.  liartholomew,  at  Lan- 
sing.    He  attended  medical  lectures  and  pursued 
the  study  of  chemistry  in  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan in  l^<Gl-62.     In  the  summer  of  1862,  unable 
to  longer  resist  the  zeal  of  patriotism,  he  enlisted 
in  the  Twentieth   Michigan   Infantry,  in  Company 
A,  composed  of  young  men  from  the  State  capital 
— clerks  and  men  of  that  station  in  I^nsing.     He 
served    during   the    ttrst    two    years   as   Hospital 
Steward,  and  during  the    la^  ^^ear  was   Assistant 
Surgeon  in  medical  charge  of  the  regiment     His 
first  two  years,  howev^er,  were  memorable  ones  to 
him  in  that  he  was  enabled  to  gain   much  practice 
and    valuable    information    in  surgery,   l)eing    in 
reality  an  assistant  at  the  operating  table  whenever 
and  wherever  there  were   battles   in  which  his  di- 
vision was  engaged.    He  was  present  at  about  every 
battle  in  which   his    regiment    took  part.     At  the 
close  of  the  war    he    received  an    honorable    dis- 
charge   and  returned    to   Lansing,  where  he   con- 
tinued reading  medicine. 

The  next  nine  months  of  Dr.  Baker *s  career  were 
spent  in  New  York  in  work  at  Bellevue  Hospital 
Medical  College,  in  which  he  was  a  student;  and 
he  was  graduated  frcmi  this  institution  in  the 
s])ring  of  1H()().  Immediately  after  receiving  his 
diploma,  he  returned  to  Lansing  and  l)egan  to 
practice  medicine  with  Dr.  I.  II.  Bartholomew. 
The  following  two  years  were  spent  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  in  Wenona,  now  called  West  I^v 
City.  At  the  exj>iration  of  that  time  he  again  re- 
turned to  Lansing  in  1H70,  as  one  of  a  committee 
from  the  State  Me<lieal  Society  to  superintend  the 
compilation  of  vital  statistics  collected  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State.  Many  of  the  forms  of  the  tables 
employed  in  the  statistics  mentitmed  during  the 
nasi  twenty  years  have  been  desioned  bv  Dr. 
Uaker  dnrinii:  the  thirteen  veal's  that  he  had  chari^^e 
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of  thr  coinpilaliun  of  tluso  statistics.  When  he 
<'jime  here,  in  1H7().  he  hrou*rht  with  him  a  hill  <le- 
sio;ne(l  to  create  a  State  lioarcl  o\'  Health,  which  at 
that  time  w:f^  an  innovation,  there  iK'iniif  onlv  one 
<»r  two  St^it-t^s  in  the  In  ion  at  that  time  which 
were  tiius  snpplied.  The  i»ill  tiiat  Dr.  liaker  mach- 
(littered  fiom  prececUnjr  ones  in  that  it  ]»rovi(le(l 
for  an  advisory  lH)ard.  It  was  not  intencU'd  to 
nsnrp  fnnctitnis  of  hn'al  hoards,  hnt  to  (h)  a  :u:en- 
eralizinii:  work  which  thev  conhl  not  ]>erform.  and 
to  collect  the  result>  of  the  work  of  each  local 
hoards,  which  could  Ik*  (compared  with  advantam* 
with  tin*  statistics  from  other  State  hoards.  Dr. 
Hflker  Iwlieved  that  hv  this  measure  a  more  iifen- 
eral  knowledije  could  lui  i^ained  of  di>eMsc  and 
successful  treatment  of  the  same.  This  i>ro])oMMl 
hill  was  discussed  with  prominent  memlnMs  of  the 
medical  profes«*ion  and  legislators,  and  otlier  per- 
sons who  were  capahle  and  compi'tent  judi^o  of 
the  (piestion  otTered  tht»ir  sui^i»:estion>  nn<l  coricc- 
tions.  so  that  the  hill  was  made  a>  |)iMtV(t  a>  pos- 
sible. It  wa>  presented  to  the  Leiii^lntmc  of  is7n- 
71  hv  Senator  Crn vat h.  then  of  thi>  <ount\.  It 
did  not.  however,  hecame  :i  hiw.  hut  douhtU'>.<  its 
discussion  led  to  a  dei»per  con>ideration  of  thi>  mo>t 
important  matter. 

Instead  of  retiuMiinu"  to  hi>  practice.  .•i>  he  lind 
intended.  Dr.  Raker  remained  in  the  otlice  of 
Secretary  of  State  and  wms  eniraired  .ms  Snperiii- 
tendencU'nt  in  the  compilation  of  vit.-d  ^t.Mti>tic> 
and  also  the  ircneral  statistic.^  of  Michiiran  of 
IHli).  This  last  compilation  wjis  made  from  dnta 
collected  for  the  Ninth  rnite<l  Slnlo  census,  and 
forme(l  a  volume  comprisinii  eiuht  hundred  and 
thirtv-tive  paiifcs.  At  the  hivintr  of  the  ct)rner- 
stone  of  the  Stati*  Capitol  the  Ihm.  William  A. 
Howard,  who  made  the  principal  addres>  on  that 
occasion,  ha^^ed  his  remarks  lar*icly  upon  thi>  Ma- 
tistical  report,  contnistiuir  the  resoiu'ces  of  the 
State  in  IS7()  with  a  report  ma(U'  to  ('onii:res>  hy 
a  c<nnmission  that  visited  the  Stale  enrly  in  its  his- 
tory. Thev  reported  to  ('oni»ress  that  there  wns 
no  land  in  Michiiran  tit  for  cultivntion.  it  hciuir 
one  vast  swamp.  In  slrikiui^:  contrnst  to  thi>  state- 
ment were  the  fact>  jMoved  hy  the  statistic.^  in  the 
volume  which  our  subject  comi)iled.  and  which 
showed  Miehi.uan   to  Ik*  one  of  the  foremost  Stato 


in  the  I'nion  in  farm  pi-oducts  and  conimereial  it*- 
>oun*eN.  The  numl»er  of  lH)th  public  and  private 
s<*Ihm>1>  and  churches  (*<»mpanMl  favorably  with 
those  of  older  States,  and  most  |>artieularly  wa^ 
the  health  of  the  |H»ople  proved   to  l>e  exeoptionai. 

At  the  next  st>sion  of  tiie  Fx^jiislature,  in  1872- 
7.5.  Dr.  I.  H.  Ii:u'thohmiew,  of  I^nsin^,  first  Mayt>r 
of  the  city,  and  many  times  i*e-t»leetod.  wji>  eleotwl 
to  the  Leiii>lature    for  the  esiKH'ial  pur|x>so  of  a<l- 
v(H'atini>  the  establishment  of    the  State    Hoard  of 
HcMlth.  :ic<-ordin^  to  the  bill  which  our  .subje<*t  had 
previou>ly  submitted.     His  dilig^ent  laU^r  thn^ugli- 
out   the  se>>ion  was  crowned  with   suece5»j*.  and  the 
board   U'canu*  an    established    fact   Jidv   80,  187H. 
At  it>  lh>t  meeting  our   subject    wa.*<  unanimously 
elected  il>  permanent   Secretary,  which  position  he 
has  tilled  to  the  presiMit  time.     The  design   of  the 
board,  and  the   j)lan  of  its  work   had  already  lH»en 
detiMinined    by  the  bill,   which  had  Ijc^n    fi*amed, 
revJM'd  and   pcrfecti'd   by  Dr.  liaker,  therefore  the 
eanyintr  out   of    the    i»lan.  while    entailing    much 
work,  was    at    the    >ame    time    pleasant,  the  cause 
iK'inir  dear  to  him.      Dr.  Haker  has    brought  much 
enthusiasm  to  the  work.     For    the    first   few  yeai's 
the  Hoard  had  a    desperate  struggle   for  existenc*e. 
Not  only   were  the  pet>ple  at    large  antagoiiLstic  to 
it  tliroiiirh    ignorance  of  the  scope    and    design  of 
the  work,  but    there   was    active    op|x>sition    from 
men  who  thouaht    their  money    interests*    antayro- 
ni/ed.      The  movenuMit  for  the  contnd  of  danger- 
ous illuniinatina  oil  was  met   with  pei-si.steut  op])o- 
sition    fiom    oil     retinei-s.      Dr.    Baker    performed 
many  experiments  with  oil    lamps  and  testing  ai>- 
paratus  for  the  purpost*  of  learning  the  facts  as  i*i*- 
«»ards  the    source    of    danger,   and  the    results  of 
these  experiments  are  on    record   in  the  earlier  re- 
poit>  of  the  State  Hoard  of  Health. 

Our  s\ibject  has  kept  up  his  ass<H*iation  with  the 
(  ity  Medical  S<H*iety  and  the  State  ^Fedical  As- 
>ociation.  and  ha>  been  instrumental  in  creatin**- 
oilier  a^^ol•iali<)n-  especially  designed  for  the  pro- 
motion of  public  health.  He  has  been  a  nienilHi'r 
of  the  Aiueiican  Public  Health  AssiKnatiou  simH» 
M7:i.  and  wa>  President  «»f  the  Association  in 
l«8y-iM».  He  wjtN  a  delegate  to  the  national  cim- 
ference  of  the  State  Boards  of  Health,  which  is  in 
reality  a  league  of  the    State    Boards    which    our 
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subject  ha»  been  iustrumeutal  in  establishing.  To 
a  certain  limited  extent  it  fills  the  ottice  of  what 
should  be  a  National  Board  of  Health,  which  for 
a  few  3'ear8  the  National  Government  maintained. 
The  National  Board  of  Health  was  established 
through  a  bill  introduced  in  Congress  by  the  Hon. 
Jonas  H.  McGowan,  of  Michigan,  at  the  instance 
of  Dr.  Baker,  who  for  years  has  been  laboring  to 
that  end,  and  because  of  a  great  epidemic  of  yel- 
low fever  he  was  able  to  see  his  designs  fulfilled. 
Congress,  however,  failing  to  support  it,  the  Na- 
tional Board  came  to  an  untimely  end.  Dr.  Ikker 
is  also  an  honorary  member  of  several  medical  so- 
cieties, and  for  many  years  has  been  the  Vice- 
President  of  the  American  Social  Science  Associa- 
tion. 

In  connection  with  the  other  work  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  Dr.  l^ker  has  used  his  odd  mo- 
ments for  the  building  up  of  a  sanitary  climatol- 
osy-  ►^roc  of  ^l^G  papers  contributed  are  as  fol- 
lows: "Causation  of  Cold  Weather  Diseases"  and 
"Causation  of  l^neumonia.**  These  papers  appeared 
in  the  annual  report  of  the  Michigan  State  Board 
of  Health  in  1886.  '* Relations  of  certain  meteoro- 
logical conditions  to  diseases  of  the  lungs  and  air 
passages  as  shown  by  statistical  and  other  evi- 
dences." This  appeared  in  the  rejjort  of  1888. 
"The  Climatic  Causation  of  Consumption,"  which 
appeared  in  the  journal  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  in  the  months  of  January  and  Febru- 
ary, 1890.  "Relations  of  Certain  Meteorological 
Conditions  to  Diseases  of  the  Lungs  and  Air  Pas- 
sages in  Colorado,"  which  appear  in  the  trani<- 
aetions  of  the  American  Climatological  Association, 
for  the  meeting  held  at  Denver,  Col.,  in  181)0. 
**Causation  of  Influenza,"  which  appeared  in  the 
report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  in  April,  1891.  The  paper  **Notes  on  Re- 
lation of  Rain  Fall  and  Water  Supply  to  Cholera" 
appeared  in  the  transactions  of  the  American  Pub- 
lic Health  Association  in  volume  1 1,  and  has  l)eeii 
favorably  commented  upon  and  used  l)v  health 
authorities,  and  regarded  with  es|)ecial  favor  by 
the  medical  society  in  Calcutta,  India,  the  home  of 
cholera. 

In  this  series  of  papers  should  be  mentioned  one 
on  the  ^'Scientific  Collective  Investigation  of  Dis- 


ease" that  api)eared  in  the  journal  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association  in  October,  1887.  and 
which  gives  an  outline  of  the  system  employed  by 
the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Health  in  making  sta- 
tistics of  sickness  and  disease.  Also  in  1888  ap- 
peared an  important  paper  in  the  journal  of  the 
American  Medical  Association  on  ^'Malaria  and  the 
Causation  of  Periodic  Fever."  An  article  on  *' Ma- 
laria and  the  Causation  of  Intermittent  Fever" 
api>eared  in  the  journal  of  the  American  Medical 
Association  October  18,  1800.  A  paper  on  the 
'^Causation  of  Influenza  and  some  allied  diseases, 
with  suggestions  for  their  preventi(m"  was  read 
before  a  section  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  May,  1890,  and  is  a 
summing  up  of  the  facts  cont^raing  the  meteoro- 
logical conditions  known  to  have  existed  during 
epidemics  of  influenza  from  the  year  1510  to  May, 
1890.  Also  each  one  of  the  annual  reports  of  the 
Michigan  Stiite  Board  of  Health  has  contained 
comparative  tables  showing  the  relations  of  mete- 
orological conditions  to  each  of  the  im})ortant 
diseases  for  the  year  preceding. 

Another  series  of  papers,  on  another  topic,  is 
that  written  by  Dr.  lijiker  on  the  restriction  and 
prevention  of  dangerous  communicable  diseases. 
These  papei's  have  been  prei>ared  and  read  at 
various  sanitary  conventions  that  have  l>een  held 
in  the  State  of  Michigan.  More  or  less  work  has 
also  l)een  done  by  our  subject  on  the  several  special 
treatises  issued  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  on 
tilt*  restriction  and  prevention  of  small-pox,  scar- 
let fever,  diphtheria,  typhoid  fever,  consumption 
and  measles.  Tlie  thirty-eiglit  one  thousand  page 
volumes  of  copies  of  letters  sent  out  from  the 
ottice  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  contain  ad- 
vice to  local  oHicers  througiiout  the  State  on  pub- 
lic iiealth  work.  During  the  existence  of  this 
hoard  the  public  health  laws  of  the  State  have 
been  compiled  at  three  diff'erent  times  under  Dr. 
linker's  direction.  The  last  volume  is  entitled 
"Laws  of  the  State  of  Michigan  relating  to  the 
public  health  in  force  in  1890." 

Dr.  lijiker  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie  H.  How- 
ard, a  daughter  of  Sanford  Howard,  who  was 
at  the  time  Secietary  of  the  State  Board  of 
Agriculture,  at   Lansing.     The   marringe  was   sol- 
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oiuniscMl  at  Lansino",  Septeinlior  9,  1867.  Tliey  «iv 
the  parents  of  six  eliildren.  five  sons  and  one 
(lauuhter.  Two  of  the  sons  are  deeeast^d.  The 
livinsi:  C'hiUlren  are  Howard  H.,  Henry  I>.,  »Tr..  Bur- 
ton Adams  and  Helen  K.  Our  >ul>jeet  liel|)ed  to 
estahlish  the  Mason ie  lod^e  at  West  liay  City, 
and  is  still  a  memher;  hut  was  made  a  Mason  in 
Lodife  No.  .S.*i,  in  I^ansintr.  havin<r  entered  in 
\Hi)H.  He  is  a  memher  of  the  Masonic  Chapter. 
No.  9,  of  Lansing,  and  of  Commanderv.  No.  11. 
K.  T.,  at  Ionia.  S<KMallv  he  helonirs  to  the  l'  and 
I  Clul),  of  Lansing. 

Klsewhere  in  this  volume  the    reader  will -notice 
a  lithographic  portrait  c»f  Dr.  Baker. 


HARLES  W.  BKAHDSLKV.  This  popiihn 
gentleman  has  heen  engaiii'd  in  the  diy 
gtM>ds  l)usine>s  for  ovei*  twenty-live  ycius 
and  is  considered  one  of  the  Jendinu  mcichMiils  of 
Williamston.  His  father  wn.<  Whitmoi-c  Beaids- 
lev,  son  of  Aram  Ikmrdslev  <>f  N'ermont.  who  nt  an 
earlv  dav  removed  h\>  faniih  toCicncMM'  (  ount\. 
N.  Y.  After  the  death  of  his  lii-st  wife  he  niairied 
a  Miss  Barker  who  U'came  the  mother  of  Whit- 
more  Ik^ardsley.  The  grandfather  of  oui-  >nl>jeet 
took  part  in  the  War  of  1812.  hut  f<»]lo\ved  rnrni- 
ing  through  life,  spending  hi>  hist  years  in  Krie 
Countv.  N.  V.      Both  he  and  his  wife  died  in  1H7<). 

m 

when  each  had  reached  the  venei'Ml)le  .'lirt*  <>f  foui- 
scoH'  and  ten    vears. 

(ienesee  Comity  was  the  native  home  of  Whit- 
more  lU»ardsley.  and  there  he  was  married  to  Diana 
Vedder  a  grand-daughter  of  .Jeremiah  Spauldin*^. 
To  this  couple  were  horn  two  >on>.  Charles  W.  and 
(ieorge  B.  In  IH.')(I  the  family  removed  from  Kric 
County.  N.  \'..  to  Wheatlield  Township.  Ingham 
Countv.  and   after   ten    vears    Mr.    Beardslev  made 

f  •  • 

his  home  in  Perrv  Township.  Shiawassee  Countv. 
where  he  resided  for  another  decade  and  tinallv 
died  while  with  his  son  Cliarlo  at  WiUiamston. 
He  was  a  fur  huver  an<l  followed  that  husinos  for 
!i  series  of  years.  He  helongec]  to  the  ( )rder  of 
Odd  Fellows  and   he    and    his    wife    were  hoth  at- 


tached to  the  Preshyterian  Church.  HLs  |»olitieal 
views  led  him  into  sympathy  with  the  Republican 
party  and  he  was  a  Supervisor  lK)th  in  Wbeatflold 
and  Perrv  for  several  terms. 

He  of  whom  we   writ<*  had    \ih    birth    in    Erie 
'    Countv.  N.  Y..  in  1H44.   and  was  twelve  vears  old 

«  « 

I  when  he  migrated  with  his  parent**  to  Michigan. 
I'pon  reaching  his  majority  he  took  a  po.»»ition  a?* 
clerk  with  H.  II.  Spaulding  of  WiUiamston.  and  at 

.  the  end  of  >i\'  yeai-s  purchased  Mr.  SpauldingV  in- 
terest and  carried  on  the  business  alone  for  a  year. 
After  this  he  was  at    various    times  in  partnership 

;  with  Mr.  Bowerman  and  with  Mr.  Horton,  his 
father-in-law.  hut  is  now  carrying  on  the  enter- 
prise alone  and  has  a    well   selected   sttK^k  of  dry- 

I  goods,  hoots  and  shoes.  He  is  also  one  of  the 
stockholders  in  the  State  Bank  at  WiUiamston. 

Hi>  marriaiie  with  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Thomibi 
and  Sophia  Horton,  took  place  in  1875  at  William- 
stoii.  Kuithei*  mention  is  nnide  of  this  |>opu1ar 
and  re*.pected  I'.imily  upon  another  page  of  this  vol- 
nnu'.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  l)een  born 
three  children — (leorire   II..    Fred  R.  and  Kate  M., 

^Miid  Jill  are  still  at  home.  The  political  principles 
of  Mr.  Beardslev  luiim  in  sympathy  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  his  energy  and  enterprise,  a.** 
we. I  M>  the  coiitideiice  which  his  neighboi*s  re|K>fH» 
in  him  have  made  him  a  menil>er  of  the  Scb(H)l 
Bo;ird.  M  Tiusiee  of  the  village  and  President  of 
till*  Common  Council.  He  is  an  active  memlK?r  of 
the    Ancient     Order    of     I'nited     Workmen     and 

I 

deeply  interoted    in    the   plans  of   that   organiza- 
tion. 


•mi^ 
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ASON  I).  (  HATTKRTON  was  Imrn  in 
Mount  Ilolh  .  Ixutlaud  Countv.  Vt..  August 
:*).  \h:^x.  .June  2.  lHr>l.  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan with  his  pa  1  cuts,  two  brothei'ss  and  a 
M>ter.  an<l  >top]»ed  temporarily  with  C.  1).  Wolcott 
in  North  Karmiuiifton.  Oakland  Countv.  while  his 
father  prospected  for  a  home.  On  the  23d  of  the 
.same  month  his  father  bought  a  farm  of  Horatv 
IIaven>.  two  miles  west  of  the  village  of  Okemos. 
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in   Meridian  Townt^hip,  Ingham  County,  and  on 
.Inly  7  following  the  family  removed  to  this  place. 

The  )Mi*ent8  of  our  subject  were  Daniel  and 
lk»b*ey  (.lewett)  C'hatterton.  The  father  was  lK»rn 
February  12.  1808.  and  was  tlie  youngest  son  of 
David  Chatterton.  After  the  death  of  his  father 
he  purchased  from  the  other  heirs  the  old  home- 
stead where  he  was  l)orn  in  N'ermont,  and  there  he 
re:sided  until  .lune.  1851.  Their  home  in  Meridian 
was  for  several  yeai*s  in  a  log  Ikuim*  in  the  midst 
of  heavilv  timl)ered  land.  He  continued  to  live 
there  until  the  time  of  his  death,  improving  the 
farm  and  making  a  htmie  until  it  lKH*)ime  a  beauti- 
ful pbice. 

Daniel  C'hatterton  was  an  earnest  wi>rker  in  the 
Baptist  Church  while  i-esiding  in  Vermont  and  was 
an  ethcient  and  generous  hel]»er.  He  died  Aj)ril 
1>,  18(56,  and  his  wife  followed  him  eleven  years 
later;  l>oth  are  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Meri- 
<lian.  lioth  iie  and  his  wife  were  greatly  beloved 
in    the   ](/calitv  in    which    thev   lived.     They  were 

•  •  • 

true  Christians  and  live<l  closely  to  the  principles 
that  guide  the  life  of  a  follower  of  the  meek  and 
lowly  One. 

M:uM>n  I),  was  one  of  a  family  of  four  children. 
whtjftie  names  are  as  follows:  (ieorge  A.,  now  of 
Mt.  l*lea>Jint;  Sarah  E.,  the  wife  of  Augustus  L. 
Sturges,  now  of  Okemo.s.  Ingham  County:  and 
•lewett  K.,  now  a  resi<lent  of  Mt.  Pleasant. 

Our  suf)je<'t  wiui  the  first  stu<lent  examine<l  Mud 
admitted  to  the  Agricultural  College',  where  he 
remained  for  three  years.  After  that  he  spent  one 
vear  in  the  Stale  Normal  S'hool,  jind  Mnr<*h  27. 
1861,  gmduated  from  the  law  department  of  the 
Michigan  Cnivei-sitv,  rectnvinii-  the  degree  of 
Kachelor  of  1-aws,  and  afterward  the  degree  of 
Maiiter  of  Science  from  the  Agricultural  College. 
lie  determined  to  devote  himself  to  the  legal  i>ro- 
fetttiitm  and  went  into  the  >tudy  preparatory  for 
the  practice  of  his  chosen  calling  with  nil  tlu' 
energy  that  has  characterized  his  whole  studcMit 
cuui'SH*.  March  28.  18()1.  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  Michigan,  and  SeptemU'r  2.  1X71.  to  the 
l>ar  of  I'nited  States  court >.  lb'  ha>  held  many 
municipal  offices,  and  wa>  an  ineunilu'n*  of  the 
office  of  Town  Clerk  for  the  township  of  Meiidian 
for  the  yea  i*s  I86l-G2~r)8;  waselected  tnijje  o(II<h' nf 


Circuit  Court,  Commissioner  of  Ingham  County, 
and  held  that  position  for  four  years,  from  1864 
to  186i>.  He  wjis  ah*o  elected  to  the  office  of  Judge 
of  the  Probate  Court  of  Ingham  County  and 
starved  as  such  from  .lanuarv  1,  1873,  to  Januarv 
1,  1881.  He  wju*  President  of  the  village  (now 
city)  of  Mason  for  the  year  1872.  The  honor  was 
conferred  upon  him  of  represiMiting  the  Sixth 
Congres'^ional  District  of  Michigan  in  the  National 
Republican  Convention  which  nominated  James 
(i.  Blaine  for  President.  The  additional  honor 
was  tendered  him  in  1884  of  ap|)ointment  as 
I'nited  States  Consul  to  Auckland.  New  Zealand, 
but  this  honor  was  declined. 

Mr.  Chattertxni  commenced  the  practice*  of  law 
at  Okemos  in  18(51.  Thence  he  removed  to  Mason 
in  the  spring  of  18()r)  and  came  to  Ionising  in  De- 
cember, 188().  While  a  resident  of  Mason  he  was 
elected  President  of  the  Farmei-s'  Rank,  l^eing 
elected  to  this  office  on  the  organization  of  the 
instit\ition — lune  7,  188().  He  has  held  that  jxisi- 
tion  ever  since.  In  1882  he  spent  one  hundred 
days  in  Kurope.  sight-seeing,  at  the  same  time  act- 
ing as  special  correspondent  of  the  Ijinsing  State 
liepublicnn. 

In  1«H8  Mr.  Chatterton  commenced  writing  a 
book  on  the  law  and  practice  in  Probate  Courtt^. 
This  is  being  ])Ushed  to  completion  as  fast  as  pos- 
sible, and  from  the  prospectus  it  will  undoubtedly 
be  a  valuable  addition  to  leijal  libi-aries.  June  2, 
18()4.hewas  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A. 
Morrison  of  Okemos.  This  union  has  lieen  l)le^t 
bv  the  l»irlh  of  one  child,  a  son,  Flovd  M.,  who  is 
now  attending  the  Agricultural  College.  Mi's. 
Chatterton  is  a  daughter  of  Norris  and  Jane  Mor- 
rison, who  came  to  this  count v  at  a  very  earlv 
day  and  settled  on  a  farm  south  of  Okemos.  She 
was  born  in  Ohio  February  20.  1831*. 

« 

Whatever  success  Mr.  Chatterton  has  attained 
has  been  through  his  (►wn  exertions.  Commencing 
at  the  bottom  round  of  the  ladder  he  has  literally 
w<»rke(l  \\\>  way  through  college,  boarding  himself 
and  liviuir  in  >kv  parlors.  He  knows  all  of  the 
advantages  an<l  di>advantage>  of  being  poor,  and 
entertain>  a  true  sympathy  for  lho>e  wIh)  are  bat- 
tling  to  overronie  the  ditliculties  that  lie  along  the 
pathway    of     one    in    >traighteneH    eireumstance--. 
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He  lias  attained  to  tlie  de^rtn*  of  Knight  Templar 
in  the  Masonic  order.  He  is  a  st<x*kholder  in  two 
banks  in  the  eapital  city  and  in  one  at  l^eslie. 
The  <yreater  part  of  his  attention  has  U'en  ^iven  to 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  although  he  has 
dealt  more  or  less  in  moneyed  securities  for  a 
numUir  of  veai*s. 


lll  tj»  ijl  1^1 


•|»^m|m( 


:e 


\1L^  ENRVC.  KL()('KSH:M.  Amon<i  the  promi- 
|.  nent  business  firms  of  Lansing  we  are 
pleasi»d  to  mentitm  that  of  KUK'kseini  iV: 
()  liailey.  dealers  in  real  estate,  who  have  also 
a  loan  oltice  and  insurance  business  in  which  our 
subject  has  bei»n  <Mi<2^aired  for  the  last  nine  years. 
He  is  one  of  our  (lerman-Anierican  citizens  wlm 
are  a  credit  alike  to  the  land  of  their  bjrih  and  the 
country  of  their  adoiition.  and  his  charactciistic 
(ierman  (pialities  have  helped  to  keep  liiin  in  the 
van  amouiir  the  leadinsr  men  of  Lansini!:. 

Mr.  Klockseim  was  born  in  (Jerinanv  in  Febru- 
arv,  l«-iy,  and  is  the  son  of  .lohn  and  Fredeiicka 
(Miller)  Khx'kseim.  It  wa>in  IH,")!.  when,  havintr 
eome  to  this  country,  he  locat<'d  at  La  Porte.  Ind.. 
where  he  remained  for  some  time.  While  there 
his  two  elder  brothers  were  in  the  Lniled  States 
arniv,  and  took  i)art  in  the  War  of  the    Rebellion. 

At  the  age  of  eleven  years  our  subject  (Mitered 
the  store  of  ♦fohn  Kichter.  which  was  a  general 
.store  and  grocery,  and  remained  with  him  for 
twelve  vears.  growing  ui)  from  a  little  errand  bov 
to  being  the  trusted  and  confidential  clerk,  and 
finally  managing  the  b\isiness  when  his  principal 
was  awav.  Mr.  Hichter  is  the  onlv  man  for  whom 
Mr.  Ivloekseim  ever  worked,  as  when  he  was  twenty- 
•three  vears  old  he  engaged  in  bnsine>s  for  himself 
at  La  Porte,  continuing  thus  for  ek»ven  years, 
although  the  last  eight  year>  of  that  time  he  was 
in  this  city  carrying  on  his  business,  having  a  full 
line  of  groceries  and  crockery. 

It  wiis  in  1H7()  that  ^iv.  Klockseim  came  to  Lan- 
sin<^  and  having  carried  cm  his  store  for  some  time 
successfully  he  closed  it  o\it  and  with  Mr.  S.  H. 
Miller  opened  an  office  for  the  transaction  of  real 


estate,  loan  and  insurance  businest*.  This  partner- 
ship continued  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Miller  in 
IHHH,  when  our  subject  associated  with  him  Mr. 
J.  W.  Ilailev.  and  in  this  connection  has  remained 
up  U)  the  present  date. 

At  the  present  time  the  gentleman  of  whom  we 
write  is  not  olticially  connected  with  any  corpora- 
tion .alt  hough  he  has}>een  connected  with  each  of  the 
banks.     He  has  been  the  Alderman  and  Sui>ervi8or 
of  the  Fifth  Ward  for  two  years,  and  also  of  the 
Fourth  Ward,  which  is  in  lx)th  eases  quite  remark- 
abb*,  as  both  wards  are  strongly  Democratic  while 
he  is  an  ardent  Repu)>lican,  and  has  been  such  from 
the  time  he  cast  his  first  majority  l)allot.     He  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  Templar  of  the  Masonic 
onler,  and  of  the   Roval  Arcanum,  and   is  also  a 
member  of  the   Blue  Ix)dge  of   Masonry*,  having 
been  made  Mascm  at  the  first  meeting  of  the  Ix>dge 
after  he  was  twentv-one  vears  old. 

The  liapjn  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place 
Februarv  I.  1870.  and  he  w^as  then  united  to 
Miss  Anna  K.  Walter,  of  Sandusky  County,  Ohio. 
and  to  them  have  been  granted  one  lovely  daugh- 
ter—  Lilly  K.  Mrs.  Kl<»cksiem  was  lx)m  in  San- 
dusky  (V)unty,  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of  John 
L.  Walter,  a  farmer  in  that  regi<m,  and  one  of  the 
most  prominent  men  in  that  section  of  Ohio.  The 
beautiful  residence  which  was  erected  hv  our  sub- 
jecl  in  18HH  is  in  a  delightful  |)art  of  Lansing. 
and  is  considered  one  of  the  finest  residences  in 
the  citv. 


■I    V*/^- 


ILLIAM  K.  IIOSLEY.  We  have  here  a 
rei>resentative  of  one  of  the  first  families 
of  Livingston  County,  as  the  grandfather 
of  om-  subject  came  hither  from  Madison  County, 
N.  v..  in  1h;u;.  and  settled  in  Deerfield  Township. 
Here  he  took  seven  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
(iovernment  land,  all  covered  with  heavy  timber, 
and  lived  upon  it  for  many  years,  subduing  it 
from  the  condition  of  a  wilderness  to  that  of  a 
highly  cultivated  farm.    His  first  home  was  a  log 
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house  and  \\\»  earliest  neighboi's  were  Indians, 
while  Ihe  l)est  roadways  which  he  found  were  In- 
dian  traiU  and  blazed   ti'eei*   were  the  only  sign 

William  Ilosle}',  a  son  of  this  pioneer,  is  now  a 
retired  farmer  and  has  seen  many  yeai's  of  exper- 
ience and  labor,  as  he  was  horn  in  Sullivan.  Madi- 
son County.  N.  V.,  Julv  7,  1821,  and  is  the  son  of 
Joseph  and  Sarah  (Northrop)  Ilosley,  who  were 
natives  of  Vermont  and  New  York  resjH»etively. 
The>'  had  two  sons,  our  Mibjeet's  father,  William 
and  Holland.  Ilis  ))olitical  views  brought  him  into 
alliance  with  the  Democratic  party  and  his  relig- 
ious convictions  made  him  a  memlH»r  of  the  Uni- 
vei-wilist  Church,  while  his  wife  was  an  eariu^t 
Methodists 

William  Iloslev  re<*e.ived  but  a  limited  education 
iind  remained  at  home  taking  charge  of  the  farm 
until  the  death  of  his  parents,  when  the  property 
came  into  his  |)ossession.  lie  lived  on  the  same 
for  many  veai>  and  finally  purchased  a  grist  mill 
and  a  sawmill  and  now  owns  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  besides  having  given  a.  farm  to 
vHvh  of  his  son^.  His  seven  children  are  Miner. 
lietsey.  Klijah.  Carrie,  William.  Ksthcr  and  Kmma. 
Xhe  children  ai*e  all  married  and  e4uh  one  has  j)ri- 
tented  their  jn'oud  father  with  iK^autiful  grand- 
children. Miner  married  Miss  Clara  Kncvland 
2ind  his  three*  children  are  Lula,  (iuy  and  Kda; 
I^ula  IxMng  now  Mi*s.  I)ickei*son;  Ik^t'^ey  is  Mrs. 
Miller,  who  has  two  children,  lk»lle  and  Stephen. 
And  as  Belle  married  Mr.  Purdy  and  has  one  child. 
Claude,  William  Ilosley  is  now  a  great-grandfather. 
Klijah  married  Maria  I^iwther  and  has  three  chil- 
dren— William,  Nellie  and  May;  Carrie  is  now 
Mrs.  Nickel  and  has  one  child.  .MillnwH*;  Ksthcr. 
now  Mi's.  Beardsley,  has  five  children — Kthel, 
Maud.  Claud,  Lloyd,  and  an  unnamed  infant, and 
Kmma  is  Mrs.  <ireen,  whose  two  children  areClvde 
and  Mal)el. 

The  mother  of  this  familv.  to  whom  William 
Hoslev  was  unit-ed  in  1841,  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Miss  Eliza  Beach.  She  died  in  lHi»o.  jind  Mr. 
HosleV  is  now  united  with  Mrs.  Deborah  .1.  (  anlell, 
daughter  of  Lemuel  and  Mary  Fuller,  who  IimcI 
ten  children.  Only  two  of  the  number  nre  now 
living,    Mi>.    McFarland    of   .lackson.    Mich.,  nnd 


Mi's.  Hosley.  This  gentleman  is  a  Prohibitionist 
in  his  iM>litical  views  and  like  his  father  is  a  Uni^ 
veivalist  in  religious  U^lief.  He  came  t^>  Michig:in 
at  an  e^irly  day,  l>eing  (me  of  the  fii>t  in  Living- 
ston Countv,  and  settled  at  Oak  Cirove  where  his 
son  William  K.  was  lH>rn.  He  had  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  heavy  tiinlnM*  and  established  a 
store,  besides  the  mills  of    which    we  have  already 

• 

sj)oken.  and  in  1881  removed  to  a  farm  on  section 
1.'^  where  he  resided  until  181)1,  when  he  removed 
to  the  village  of  Howell.  He,  like  many  othei-s, 
had  a  very  decided  touch  of  the  gold  fever,  and  in 
pursuit  of  that  precious  metal  traveled  to  Pike's 
Peak  and  New  Mexico. 

William  K.  H<xsley.  who  is  farming  on  st»etion 
13,  of  Howell  Township,  has  a  fine  tract  of  <me 
hundred  and  fort  v  acres  and  is  also  a  buyer  4»f 
stcK'k  of  all  kinds  which  he  ships  to  Detroit  and 
Buflfalo.  lie  luis  a  beautiful  home  over  whit^h  pre- 
sides the  lady  who  became  his  wife.  She  wjis 
known  in  her  maiden  days  as  .lanet  Millar,  and 
her  home  previous  to  marringe  was  in  Detroit. 
The  birthplace  of  our  subject  was  Oak  drove.  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  he  first  shw  the  light  ,lune 
24.  18r)2.  He  Inul  his  education  in  his  new  home 
and  stjirted  out  when  eighteen  vcars  old  M^liuir 
nui*sery  stock,  and  traveled  for  four  yeaix 

•  ft 

Somewhat  later  our  subject  traveled  to  Califor- 
nia as  agent  for  a  sewing  machine  and  spent  some 
two  years  upon  the  coast,  and  it  was  upon  his  re- 
turn to  Michigan  that  he  established  his  home  and 
took  to  himself  a  wife.  .Mi-s.  Iloslev 's  i)arents. 
William  and  Janet  Millar,  are  Scotch  by  birth  and 
came  U)  America  about  18()().  and  settled  in  De- 
troit where  Mr.  Millar  carried  on  a  wliok»sale  aro- 
eery  store,  but  has  now  retired  from  business.  His 
three  children  are  Mi-s.  Iloslev,  Belle.  (Mi-s.  William 
Cros*<),  and  Lillia. 

After  marriage  the  original  of  this  sketch  came 
onto  the  farm  where  he  now  resides  and  has  re- 
mained here,  except  as  he  has  gone  away  oeeasion- 
allv  to  buy  stock.  Me  and  his  lovelv  wife  are  tlu' 
happy  parents  of  four  ehildren — (Irace.  Blanch. 
Carrie  and  William  M.  The  mother  of  lhe>e  little 
ones  is  a  graduate  of  the  High  School  of  Detroit 
and  i>  highly  e<lucated  lM>th  in  music  and  in  a  lit- 
erar>   wav  iwn]  is  a  woman    of   more  than  ordinar\ 
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talent.  Mr.  Ilosley  is  oiu»  of  i\w  proiniiuMit  and 
leadinir  men  in  tlie  count v  and  those  who  an* 
associati^d  with  him  in  the  movenuMits  of  the 
DenKKTatic  party  pre<liet  still  greater  sueees^  in 
life.     lie  has   already    filled    several    minor  oHiees 

■ 

and  has  lK»en  lK>th  sneeessful  and  satisfactory  in 
the  discharge  of  his  l)usiness. 


/^ 


X 


f)  AY  CADY.  This  progressive,  intellii^^nt 
and  thrifty  agriculturist,  who  en  joy  >  xUv 
confidence  of  the  business  communitv  re- 
sides  on  section  .'^1,  Lerov  Township.  Inir- 
ham  County.  lie  is  a  native  of  Wavni'  Count  v. 
Mich.,  and  was  fx>rn  January  1 1,  1H81.  His  j>arents. 
David  and  Mary  (Britton)  C'ady,  were  both  native^ 
of  the  Empire  State,  who  became  early  >ettli'i>  of 
Wayne  County,  Mich.,  and  had  born  to  tlieni  ;i 
large  family  of  children,  the  followini!  I»cinn  tlic 
survivors;  1^'wis,  David.  Clinton.  .b'»«'.  (ii'oiir<'. 
Aruna.  .lay  and  William.  Tlic  urandf.itl'.n  (  ndy 
was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  liis  niemois  i> 
highly  honored  in  the  family.  Durinu  the  early 
years  of  Wayne  County,  the  father  served  m>.Iu>- 
tice  of  the  Peace  and 'was  pronnnent  in  public 
affairs. 

.lay  Cady  grew  up  amid  the  >ei  ne>  of  |)ioiieer 
life  and  early  took  up  the  work  of  n  f.Miin.  His 
early  education  fitted  him  for  piaetieal  life. 
although  he  did  not  go  l»evond  the  currieuhnn  of 
the  district  school.  His  wedding  day  wa«-  .hine  21K 
IHofiand  he  was  then  married  to  Martha  Covken- 
dall  who  was  born  in  New  York  November  22. 
\H:\'2.  She  was  the  <laughtei'  <>f  W.  (  oyken- 
dall  of  the  State  of  New  York  and  of  (ier- 
man  extraction.  Wlien  a  eliild  Mrs.  Ca<lv  emi- 
grated  with  her  parents  to  Wayne  ('(►unty.  Mieh.. 
where  they  became  pioneers. 

To  our  subject  and  his  worthy  wife  have  come 
four  children,  only  two  of  whom  aiv  now  living. 
namely:  Omar  and  Nelson  E..  whili'  the  two  wlio 
have  passed  on  to  the  cither  world  an*  Clara  and 
Wells.     The  blathers  and  sisters  of  Mrs.  Cady  are 


.lenmie  and  Cvrus  who  lives  in  Branch  County, 
Mich.:  Nelson  who  lives  in  Montcalm  Count3' and 
Sophronia.  wife  of  (iiM)rge  Rash,  whose  home  is  in 
Washtenaw. 

In  1H.')7  our  sul>jectcame  ti>  Ingham  County  and 
made  his  h<mie  in  the  forest,  where  now  lies  his 
richly  cultivated  farm.  He  first  built  a  log  cabin 
18x21  feet  in  dimen.»*ions  and  lived  therein  until 
188().  at  which  time  he  erected  the  attractive  resi- 
dence which  is  now  the  family  home.  He  now  has 
tifty-tive  a<i'e>  of  rich  and  arable  land  and  in  the 
neeumulatioii  of  this  projMjrty  he  has  lK»en  ably 
>eeoii<le<l  by  his  faithful  helpmate.  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat ill  hi>  poliiieal  convictions,  and  is  earnestly 
di  voted  to  the  progress  of  that  |>arty,  but  has 
never  l>een  an  ofllce-siH^ker.  Both  he  and  his 
worthy  wifi'  are  highly  esteemed  among  their 
neighbors  aii<l  his  reputation  for  integrity  and 
fair  dealing  is  known  throughout  the  county. 


eANKIKIJ)  W.  (OLE.  During  the  dark 
d.iy>  of  the  Civil  War.  Michigan  did  her 
full  share  in  supplying  troops  to  defend 
the  lnuioi  of  the  old  flag  and  maintain  that  union 
of  states  which  has  proved  to  Ik?  the  strength  and 
Li  I  or  \  of  our  nation.  The  record  of  tho.se  H:»n.s, 
whom  >lie  >ent  forth,  forms  a  story  of  hardslii|)s 
nobly  boine.  Iiattles  bravely  fought,  marches  sturd- 
ily undertaken,  and  imprisonment  nobly  endured 
from  mot iv<^>  of  i)urest  patriotism,  and  it  is  with 
])leasure  that  the  biographer  takes  up  his  p>en  to 
irive  a  life  sketch  of  any  one  of  these  heroes, 
among  whom  we  are  glad  to  name  the  gentleman 
who  i^  reprcMMiled  in  this  narrative. 

Mr.  (  ole  was  born  April  12,  IH.'H, in  the  .State  of 
New  York  and  is  therefore  now  sixty  veal's  i>bl. 
lli«-  mandfather.  Daniel  Cole,  wasl>orn  in  Connei*- 
tieiit  and  his  father,  Tiinothy  Cole,  was,  like  him- 
si'lf.  :i  native  of  New  York  and  a  farmer.  Betsey 
(  anlield  lK«eame  the  wife  of  Timothy  Cole,  and 
to  them  were  granted  ten  children,  three  daugbtei-s 
and  seven  sons  and  our  subject  is  the  seventh  child 
and  fifth  son. 
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The  children  of  Timothy  and  Betsey  C-cle  are 
as  follows:  Cordelia,  lx)m  Augiwt  24,  1819,  the 
wife  of  O.  H.  Brace  and  the  mother  of  three  sons; 
Charles  (deceased),  bora  October  15,  1820  and 
married  to  Margaret  Patterson  by  wliom  he  liad 
two  children;  Calista,  born  August  10,  1821,  who 
married  William  T.  J.  Tucker  of  Wisconsin,  is  thiv 
mother  of  ten  children;  George  II.  who  was  l)orn 
December  6,  1823  and  married  to  Susan  Gillett  by 
whom  he  is  the  father  of  three  children;  E.  M.  born 
Septeml)er  5,  1826;  William  IL  born  July  2,  1828, 
and  lives  in  Kansas;  our  subject  born  April  12. 
1831;  James  born  March  11,  1832  and  lives  in 
Ohio;  Temperance  T.,  deceased,  born  April  19, 
1 834  and  married  Mr.  Roper  by  whom  she  had  one 
child;  Albert  A.  born  November  30,  1836. 

He  of  whom  we  write  had  his  birth  in  New  York. 
His  first  wife,  Sarah  Elizabeth  VanBuren,  by  name. 
was  a  distant  relative  of  President  VanBuren.  To 
her  he  was  united  ui>on  Christmas  Day,  1859,  and 
their  wedded  life  extended  over  a  period  of  twenty 
years,  as  she  died  September  30,  1879.  His  second 
union  bi*ought  to  his  home  Mary  A.  Maskin  to 
'whom  he  was  married  in  Michigan.  She  lived 
s«ome  ten  years  after  her  marriage  with  him,  dying 
June  14,  1889.  The  pi^esent  Mrs.  Cole  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Emily  J.  Coon,  and  she  became 
the  wife  of  our  subject  in  1890.  Her  social  inter- 
course is  much  restricted  on  account  of  her  afflic- 
tion by  deafness,  which  is  a  great  drawlwck  to  her 
enjoyment  of  society. 

In  earlv  life  Mr.  Cole  learned  the  trade  of  a  liar- 
nes6-maker  in  New  York,  but  has  not  adhered  to 
that  business  through  life.  While  in  Pennsylvania 
he  carried  on  a  farm  and  after  he  returned  to  New 
York  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  which  he 
worked  at  for  some  time  after  coming  t(»  Michigan 
in  1862.  In  1864  he  eplisted  in  the  defense  of  his 
country's  banner,  joining  Cimipany  (i.  Tenth 
Michigan  Cavalry,  and  was  a  member  of  the  arnn 
until  the  close  of  the  war  when  he  was  mustered 
out  and  received  an  honorable  discharge. 

Our  subject  is  carrying  on  general  farm  work 
and  keeps  upon  his  place  the  usual  amount  of  good 
stock  which  is  to  be  found  upon  a  first-class  farm 
but  does  not  make  a  specialty  of  this  branch  of 
agriculture.    In  yiears  past  he  has  belonged  to  the 


Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  but  is  not  now  an  active 
member  of  any  society  except  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic.  He  is  upon  the  pension  list  of  the 
United  States  which  he  richly  deserves  on  account 
of  the  brave  fighting  he  did  during  the  war.  He 
is  a  firm  Ijeliever  in  the  doctrines  embodied  in  the 
platform  of  the  Republican  party  but  his  interest 
in  the  cause  of  temi>erance  leads  him  to  cast  his 
vote  for  Prohibition  whenever  he  has  an  opportu- 
^jity.     He  attends  the  Free  Methodist  Church. 


OL.  FREDERICK  SCHNEIDER.  This  gen- 
,  tleman  is  intereftifced  in  several  bi'anches  of 
^■'  business,  viz:  Notary  public,  conveyancing, 
real  estate,  insurance,  foreign  collections,  exchange 
and  j)assage  agent,  moneys  loaned  and  invested, 
and  titles  examined.  His  office  is  loc*ated  at  No. 
224^  North  Washingtcm  Avenue,  I^nsing,  in  his 
own  block,  wliich  comprises  Nos.  222  and  224 
North  Washington  Avenue.  This  block  is  an  im- 
posing building,  having  stores  below  and  flats  and 
offices  in  the  second  and  third  stories.  It  is  in  the 
center  of  the  business  part  of  the  city,  and  is  in 
demand  for  every  depaitment  for  which  it  was 
built. 

Col.  Schneider  is  l<»val  to  the  StaU*  in  which  he 
wjus  born  and  feels  that  having  given  him  life,  it 
will  also  give  him  a  maintenance  among  the  i>eo- 
ple  with  whom  for  years  he  has  l)een  associated. 
He  was  born  at  Saline,  Washtenaw  County,  Mich., 
November  24, 1840  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  Schneider, 
now  deceased,  who  was  a  farmer,  an  da  man  largely 
engaged  in  business  at  and  near  Detroit  where  he 
was  a  resident  from  boyhood.  Our  subject  sjjent 
the  first  three  years  of  hi.s  life  at  Saline,  when  with 
his  parents  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Detroit.  His 
mother  was  iiefore  her  marriage,  Mary  Ruehle. 
a  daughter  of  John  Valentine  Ruehle  and  his 
wife  Susanne  (Kronen wett)  lUiehle.  Our  subject's 
paternal  grandfather  was  Balthasar  Schneider.  Both 
paternal  and  maternal  grandparoutss  and  five  other 
German  families  came  to  this  country  in  1832  and 
settled  at  Detroit,  they   being,  so   far  as  is  now 
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known,  the  fti-st  Cierman  families  who  canu*  thcMV 
to  make  their  homes,  or  indeed,  wlio  settled  in 
what  was  then  tiie  ternt4)rv  of  .Miehi":an.  John 
Valentine  I^nehle.  Sr.,  was  a  distin.iruished  citizen  of 
Haden,  (Jermanv.  havinii:  been  an  ofHcer  in  the 
War  with  NapoUM)n,  and  also  servini;  as  Huriro- 
nni^ter  of  liis  native  town  for  a  numlH»r  of  veai-s. 
lie  wa:^  a  man  of  intelliirenee  and  enerirv.  hound 
to  succeed  wherever  placed. 

Shortlv  after  his  marriaire.  Peter  Sehiieidtr  re- 
moved  to  Saline,  Wjt»*htenaw  County,  hut  s<'(ni  re- 
turned  to  Detroit  where  he  airain  enir:iir*'d  in 
*>usiness,  livinii:  i)art  of  the  time  on  his  f:irni  which 
is  now  incorporated  in  the  citv.  There  he  eniiaired 
in  dairvini;.  stock-hriHMliim.  manufncturinir  nnd 
huildinii:.  lie  remained  until  1H70.  wlicn  he  sold 
out  all  his  interest**  and  removc<l  to  White  Wviw 
Lake,  Minn.,  ten  miles  north  of  St.  Paul.  There, 
with  three  of  his  s<»ns.  he  enuaired  in  fnruiini!'  on  ;i 
lar^e  scale  and  carried  on  liisai^ricultur;il  inti'rots 
very  successfully  until  they  wei*e  checked    l>y    lii> 

•  •  •  • 

death  which  oci'urrcd  Deccnihcr  iW.  \H7>^.  'Vhv 
death  of  his  wife  had  <jccuri'cd  three  niontlis  lu*t'orc 
his  decease.  They  left  a  family  of  scycn  cliihiren 
compiisinij  four  sons  and  thre*'  dMUirhter>.  who  ari' 
as  follows:  Frederick,  the  suhjcel  of  <)Ui"  .sketch, 
who  is  the  oldest  memherof  the  family  now  liyinii: 
John  Henry.  Peter  nnd  Charles  Willijim.  Mary. 
Sophia  and  Carolin(».  Peter  Schneider  wn>  n 
charter  memher  of  the  old  Washinii:ton  Lodije  of 
the  Indejundent  Order  of  Odd  Fi'ilows  of  De- 
troit, the  first  Iodide  that  was  oriraniziMl  in  thi> 
State,  and  an  active  memlier  of  tlie  old  Fire  Depart- 
ment of  J)etroit  and  of  the  Detroit  Sc<jtt  (iunrds. 
and  was  an  ardent  Free  Soil  Whiir. 

Our  subject  received  hotli  i\  common  >chooI  and 
academic  education  in  Detroit  and  afterward  ii:rad- 
uated  from  Ihyant  and  Slratton's  Commercial  Col- 
lege,  of  th<'  same  city.  When  he  had  linishe(i  his 
education  he  went  to  Chicnuo.  and  wa>  there  em 
ployed  as  a  travclinii;  airent.  and  later  hecame  a 
shippinji:  clerk  for  a  wholesale  grocery  and  com- 
mission house.  Bcfoi(»  Icavinir  home  he  had  he- 
come  a  memlu'r  of  the  Dcti'oit  Scott  (iuard>.  an  old 
military  oriranizalion  that  had  hecn  tir>t  omanizcd 
t>y  his  uncle,  J.  \.  Puehle.  Jr..  in  1810,  he  U'lnir  it> 
llrst  Captain,  afterward  Major  in  the  First   Michi- 
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<ran    Infantry    in  the    Mexican    War.  and  later  n 
Lientenant-Cohmel  in  the  Sixteimtli    Infantrv  in 

m 

the  War  of  the  KeI>ellioii. 

Our   subject   remained  in  Chicago  as  a  sliippiiig 
clerk  until  the  first  call  for  tniops  m.ade  liy  Pre.?ident 
Lincoln.  April  L'),  IHfJl,  on  which  day  be  enlist^!. 
•  lie  was  not  an  uLtinined  soldier  for  he  had  previ- 
ously drilled  with  the    I)eti-oit   Scott  (tiiard^  and 
with    the    Kllsworth   Zouaves  of  Cliicngo  and  wai: 
familiar  with    military  flrill.     The  next  dav  after 
lii>     enlistment    at    Chii*a^o    he    ivcvived   a   teU*- 
irram    from    the   .SuTeUiry   of  the  comi>any  in  IX»- 
tioit.of  which  he  was  still  an    honorary    nienil»er. 
>tatini:  that  the  whole  com jMiny  had  enlisted,  and 
that  he  (the  writer)  had  sived  one   plact*   for    Mr. 
Silini'idei'.     "Would  he  inmie.'"     Our  subjtrt  iui- 
niedi.Mteh   ha<l  his  Chicair<>  i*»listnient  cancelled  and 
wired  back  that  he   woidd  come  to  IMroit    by   the 
next  train,  which  he  did.     The  call    was  for  thn*e 
months'  volunteers.     The  Chicaijo  lirm  for   whom 
hi"  had  been  workinir  as>ured  him    that    his    salary 
sliould  i^o  on.  which  they  [)aid  him.  and  if  he  came 
back  he  should    have  hi>    position    a^in.      Younsr 
Schneidi'r  enteied  the  company  as  a  private*  and 
was  >oon  after  sent  to  the  front,  his c*omi>any  being 
tlu*  second  to  olTer  its  >ervice  in  this  State,  follow- 
inii    the    Detroit    Li*iht    (iuards    by   only    twenty 
nunnte>.  Tins  early  response  to  the  call  for  volun- 
teeis  gained  hi>  company  the  option  of  second  place 
in  the  First  Kenimenl,  or  first  place  in    the  Second 
Keuinient.and  it  was  decided  to  take  the  first  jH>.*<i- 
tion    in    the    S'cond    Resifiment,  which    wai*  iK^inir 
f< Mined  simultaneou>ly   with   the   First  Regiment. 
In  the  meantime,  the  War  l)t»partment  had  ordered 
that   only    one   rciriment  should  l>e  nuistei*ed  from 
Miehiiran  f<n'  three  months.      .\11  others  must  enter 
for  three  years,  or   for  the   duration    of   the    war, 
and  thu>  his  company   wa.*^  the  fir.'^t   that  enlisted 
for  the  three  \ ears'  >ervice. 

ft 

Mr.  Schneider  wa>  mustered  into  the  United 
States  vervice  on  .May  2,'),  18G1.  Prior  to  that  time 
he  was  promoted  tt>  be  (Vmipany  Clerk  and  fixmi 
that  post  to  Corporal.  He  wasadvanced  from  that 
position  t(»StM«4:eant  an<l  as  such  was  nui.*<tered  into 
the  Inited  States  >eryice  in  Company  A,  of  the 
Se<MMHl  Michiiran  Infantry.  He  starved  with  his 
rciiiment  Ihnmirh  the  entire  war,  particiiiatiug   in 
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all  its  marches,  skinnisbes  and  !>attles.  with  tho 
exception  of  two  enga^^nents  tliat  t<M)k  phuv 
while  he  was  a  prLs»oner  of  war  and  at  tlio  same 
time  suffering  from  a  wound.  lie  liehl  nearly  every 
position  in  the  regiment  during  its  term  of  ser- 
vice, from  private  to  Colonel  and  was  the  last  Com- 
mander of  his  regiment.  During  the  war  he  was 
twice  wounded  in  Iwittle,  and  once  seriously  hurt, 
while  on  a  march,  at  which  time  his  regiment  was 
engaged  in  the  famous  seven  days'  fight  during 
Gen.  McCellan*»  change  of  hast*  on  the  ikmj insula. 
Col.  Schneider  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  eneniv  at 
three  different  times,  escaping  twice.  The  last  time, 
however,  he  was  n^-captured  and  held  a  prisoner  of 
war  at  Petersburg,  Lihby  Prison.  Salisbury  St<K*k- 
ade  and  Danville,  and  was  finally  exchanged 
February  22,  1801.  rejoining  his  regiment  the  day 
after  the  storming  of  Petersburg.  lie  would  have 
taken  part  in  this  engagement  had  he  not  l>een  re- 
.Htrained  bv  order  of  the  Provost  MHi*shal.  who 
ordered  that  all  men  arriving  ljt»  held  back  until 
the  fii'st  i-esulb*  of  the  gi'and  advance  were  known. 

After  IV joining  and  assuming  command  of  his 
I'egiment,  Col.  Sc^hneider  was  ordered  after  the  sur- 
render at  Appomattox,  to  Washington,  and  was  as- 
signed to  duty  with  his  ivgiment  as  Provost  ( J uard 
at  the  Capitol.  He  remained  at  this  post  until 
finally  musUn-ed  out  of  service  with  his  regiment 
July  28,  1865,  after  which  he  came  home  with  the 
men  who  had  been  asscx'iated  with  him  so  inti- 
mately throughout  that  desperate  struggl(\  A 
joyous  and  grand  recepticm  awaited  them  on  their 
return,  and  a  few  days  after  the  regiment  was  paid 
off  and  disbanded.  Col.  Schneider  iiaving  stM-ved 
for  four  and  a  half  N^ears. 

On  returning  again  to  the  life  of  a  civilian.  Col. 
Schneider  was  married  August  22.  IHH')  to  Mis> 
Lizzie  Strengson,  of  Detroit,  a  daugiiter  of  Chri.s- 
tian  Sti*engson.  He  had  made  arrangements  tosoou 
tliereafter  go  into  Imsiness  .it  Kansas  City,  Mo.. 
but  was  induced  to  i-elinquish  tin*  project  and  ac- 
cepted the  nomination  of  City  Treasurer  of  Detroit. 
His  acceptance  was  made  by  the  urgent  advice  of 
his  numerous  friends  and  relatives  on  the  Ke|>ni)li- 
can  ticket,  but  the  ticket  was  defeattMl  th«*  follow- 
ing November  in  the  subsecpient  election.  In 
January,  1866,  a  clerkship  w^as  offered  him  in  the 


Auditor-CieneraTs  office  at  l^insinir,  by  Auditor- 
(ieneral  Kmil  Anneke.  This  he  accepted  and  en- 
tered on  the  duties  of  that  olHce  Februarv  1,  186(5. 
and  after  being  an  incunilHMit  «»f  that  position  for 
one  year,  he  was  piomoted  to  the  i)osition  of  Chief 
of  the  Abstract  Department,  which  place  he  held 
until  December  31,  181)0,  covering  a  i)eri(Kl  of 
twentv-Hve  vears,  minus  one  month.  There  l)eing 
a  change  of  administration,  he  resigned,  his  resigna 
tion  to  take  effect  I)eceml>er31.  lie  went  out  with 
the  old  administration,  havinir  served  the  State  for 
a  (juarter  of  a  t^Mitury. 

In  18()7.  Col.  S'hneider  was  appointed  agent  for 
Central  Michigan  of  an  old  foreign  exchange  and 
banking  house  in  New  York,  which  a])iK)intment  he 
still  holds.  Shortly  afterward  he  was  appointed 
correspondent  of  the  (ierman  Imperial  Consulate, 
and  has  ever  sinc'c  been  engaged  in  making  foreign 
collections.  (Mitside  of  his  ollieial  duties.  In  1870 
he.  in  company  with  his  father  and  two  of  his 
brothers,  invested  in  wild  lands  at  White  Hear 
Lake,  Minn.,  and  becairio  interested  in  farming 
on  a  large  scale.  In  the  year  of  188;").  he  sold 
out  his  land  intere-its  in  the  Stale  of  Minnesota  and 
invested  in  Lansing  city  i)roperty.  erecting  the 
S'hneider  Hl<M'k  on  North  Washington  Avenue.  It 
is  a  hanilsome  brick  and  stone  structure,  three 
stories  and  basement  in  height,  having  fortv-four 
feet  frontaire  and  bi'inir  one  hundred  feet  deep.  It 
compares  favorably  with  any  <»f  the  b\isines.s blocks 
of  this  cilv. 

Since  our  subject's  retirement  from  State  service', 
he  has  irieatlv  enlari^ed  his  business  in  foreiirn  col- 
lections.  au<l  has  added  real  estate,  tire  and  life  in- 
surance, to  which  he  devole.>  his  attention  at  the 
j)resent  time.  Socially  Col.  Schneider  is  as  pop- 
ular a»»  he  is  well  known  in  the  citv  of  Lan- 
sing.  His  wife  is  a  whole-souled,  intelligent,  and 
culture<l  woman,  whose  presence  would  be  in 
itself  a  means  of  inspiration  and  impetus  to  any 
man.  She  wa^^  born  in(icrman\  Fcbrnarv  2.  IHUI, 
at  Tuttlingen  in  Wnrlenibcrg.  and  is  a  <Iaughter 
of  Christian  Strengson  formerly  a  merchant  and 
(iovernmcnt  official  in  hi^  native  citv  In  Oermanv. 
lie  eniigiated  to  the  Cnitcil  States  and  settled  in 
Detroit  about  IH')!!,  where  he  engaged  in  busine  s 
and  remained  until  his  decease  which  occurred    in 
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1888,  he  being  at  that  time  ei^lity-five  years  of 
age.  Miss  Strengson  who  came  to  I)etn)it  in  her 
infancy,  was  ediieated  in  Detroit  in  the  sjune  sc'h(M>l 
in  whicli  our  subject  was  a  student  and  remained 
at  home  with  her  parents  in  that  city  until  her 
marriage. 

Five  children  have  been  the  issue  of  the  marriage 
of  our  subject  and  liis  wife  but  <)niy  two  still 
live,  namely:  Charles  Frederick,  born  at  I^ansing 
August  14,  18()(),  who  graduated  from  the  Michi- 
gan Agricultural  College,  and  was  awarded  the  de- 
gree of  Bachelor  of  Science  in  the  Class  of  '8;>. 
He  afterward  took  a  post-graduate  course,  i)as>ed  a 
creditable  examination,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Unit'Cd  States  Signal  School  at  Ft.  Meyer.  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  from  which,  after  graduating  he  was 
assigned  to  duty  as  oliserver  in  the  l'nite<l  States 
signal  service  at  Colorado  Springs  and  Pike's  Peak. 
He  there  remained  until  October,  \HHH,  wlion  he 
was  transferred  to  the  station  at  Detroit,  whcii-  he 
is  still  on  dutv.  He  has  a  home  and  Inniilv  of  his 
own,  having  Ijeen  married  May  <>.  IS'.hj.  to  Miss 
Carrie  Kast,  of  Detroit.  The  youngest  of  <mr 
subject's  children  is  n  dnughtiT,  Kli/abeth  Helen, 
who  was  l)om  July  2H.  \HHiK  Col.  and  Mr-. 
Sclineider  are  membei*s  of  the  IMvnionth  Con<>re- 
gational  Church.  They  have  a  pleasant  home  Mt 
No.  716  Seymour  Street,  where  Ihev  have  live<l 
since  May  12,  1866. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  invited  to  the 
lithographic  portrait  of  Col.  Schneider,  which  is 
presented  in  connection  with  this  sketch. 
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OBERT  M.  LAM( )H K A C X.  The  prosperity 
and  progressive ne>s  of  Ingham  County,  and 
1\  indeed  of  .Mi(*higan  itself,  is  lartrely  due  to 
^^  the  unllagging  efforts  of  the  new>paper 
men  of  this  sei'tion,  who  from  the  time  the  lirst 
printing  press  was  set  up  in  the  Wolverine  SUite 
have  persistently  and  intelliirently  called  the  atten- 
tion of  investor>  to  the  riche>  to  l»e  fonn<l  in  the 
soil,  the  watei*s,  the  mines  and  the  climate  of  Mich- 
igan.    The  resources  of  the  State  were  here  just  as 


much  in  that  earlv  day  a"*  thev  are  now,  but  of 
what  avail  would  they  have  l)een  to  the  peo]>le  of 
the  overcrowded  East  had  thev  not  l>een  advertised 
in  the  columns  of  these  newsiKijH^rs.  It  is  therefon* 
with  peculiar  pleasure  that  the  biogi-apher  responds 
to  the  call  to  give  a  sketch  of  the  life  i>f  any  one 
of  the  newspaper  fraternity. 

Mr.  Lamoreaux,  the  editor  of  the  Ingham  County 
Rt^pHhlinin,  which  is  published  at  l-.eslie,  was  born 
in  Steuben  Countv,  Fnd.,  Februarv  8,  1865,  his 
honored  parents  being  Henr}'  and  Martha  (Jones) 
Lamoreaux,  whose  native  States  are  New  York  and 
Ohio  respectively.  They  are  married  in  Angola, 
Ind..  and  now  make  their  home  at  Ilattlc  Ci-eek. 
Mich,  lleiirv  Uunoreaux  is  in  moderate  circum- 
>tances  and  carries  on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  near 
Hattle  Creek,  Mich.  He  has  lK»en  a  Republican  all 
his  lit\»  but  has  never  l>een  in  office  as  he  prefenrd 
to  fji'vote  himself  to  his  cho.**i»ii  v<K*ation  of  a 
iMinier.  lloth  he  and  his  goc»d  wife  are  earne:*t 
Mhd  c<ui>cientiou>  niemlHMN  of  the  Metliodi>t  Kpis- 
cop.Ml  CInircli  and  the  parents  of  f<mr  idiildren: 
Charles,  Kobert  .M..  Lee  and  Anna. 

The  subject  of  this  >ketcli  is  the  sect)nd  child  in 
Miic  ill  his  f.Mthei  's  fMmil\  and  grew  up  u|K>n  the 
farm  in  Scott  Tonx  iiship.  Steuben  County,  until  he 
re.MclK'<l  the  Mge  of  eiiiht  yeai*s,  at  which  time  his 
parent^  moved  to  Fennville.  Alle<>an  County,  Mich., 
and  foui'  \c'ar>  later  rem(»vod  to  Calhoun  Countv. 
Tiie  district  >chool  o^ave  this  bov  his  elementarv 
education,  which  was  supplemented  by  attendance 
ui)on  the  High  School  at  Battle  Croek.  He  re- 
mained with  his  father,  assisting  him  u|K>n  bis 
farm,  and  h'arniiiii:  practicid  le>sons  of  industrv. 
pi'ixverance  and  thrift  until  he  ix»ached  bis  major- 
ity, when  he  determined  to  learn  the  printer's 
trade  and  entered  the  ollice  of  the  Daily  Moon,  at 
Battle  Creek,  as  an  apprentice.  He  remained  in 
that  ollice  for  three  years  and  subsequently  work- 
ed at  his  trade  in  Kalamazoo,  Decatur,  and  South 
Bend.  Ind. 

Somewhat  later  the  young  printer  conceived  the 
idea  of  making  an  independent  start  in  the  news- 
[>api'r  line  and  going  to  Augusta,  Mich.,  he  pur- 
chased the  Augusta  Chroniclt',  which  he  published 
for  a  M'ar  and  a  half,  after  which  he  sold  out  and 
purchased  the  (ialesburg  Entet'prise,  &t  Galei^bunr, 
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Mu'h.  Aftor  ()|)Ot*ntin^  this  paiH»r  for  n  few  nioittlis 
Mr.  I-amoivaux  went  to  Detroit  and  worked  on 
the  Ecei\.ng  NetcH  for  a  short  time,  after  which  he 
came,  on  New  Year's  Dav,  1891,  to  Leslie,  and 
bought  out  the  Ingham  County  Republican,  the 
<»r>rnn  of  the  Hepubliean  party  in  this  section,  ha v- 
iiijj:  at  the  time  a  circulation  of  five  hundred.  By 
hi?*  puixhase  lie  t<K>k  entire  charge  of  the  j>apci 
mid  is  now  sole  editor  and  pn)prielor. 

Mr.  I^unoreaux.  as  is  natural  to  one  in  his  pc»si 
tion.  taki^  a  keen  inteit^st  in  public  afTaii-s  and  is 
i.^IH*cially  interested  in  the  niovemenb*  of  the  Ke- 
|Mil>Iican  party,  which  he  represents.  He  is  a  warm 
fMlv<K*ate  of  tempci-ance  and  a  mcmlK»r  of  the  ohUm* 
of  (l<M)d  Templars.  Ilis  ma rriai^e  which  took  place 
SfptenilHM*  H.  1891,  brought  to  his  h<»me  Clara  B.,  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Maria  (Connor)  Wick- 
ham,  of  Calhoun  County,  Mich.  Two  yeai*s  prior 
to  lier  marriage,  Mrs.  Laraoreaux  was  graduated  in 
stenography  and  type-writing  and  has  become  a 
fnithful  partner  in  business  with  her  huslKind.  On 
Novemlier  1,  1891,  Mr.  l^moreaux  ventured  still 
further  in  the  journalistic  tide  and  established  the 
Bfittlf  Creek  Tribune^  a  firm  advocate  of  Republi- 
canism. His  first  ixsue  came  out  the  week  of  elect- 
ion giving  Ohio's  victory.  In  Battle  Creek  he  has 
taken  up  his  permanent  alKMle  with  otli(*e  and 
household,  and  already  ninks  among  the  foremost 
citizens  of  the  place. 


«■**  -» 


E0R(;E  Dl'NCKEL,  the  present  efficient 
^.  and  |H>pular   Supervi>(>r   of    L<K*kc  Town- 

iJi  sliip,  Ingham  County,  whose  home  is  lo- 
cated on  secticm  28,  was  l)orn  in  Ontario.  Canada, 
July  24,  1829.  His  parents  were  Nicholas  F.  and 
Catherine  Dunckel,  and  lK)th  were  natives  of  New 
Yfu'k  and  of  Cterman  ancestrv  on  both  sides.  Their 
progenitors  settled  ahmg  the  beautiful  Mohawk 
Vallev  in  New  York  several  centuries  a<r<>,  and 
nianv  of  them  were  valiant  soldiei*s  in  the  Revolu- 
lutionarv  War  and  also  in   the  War  of   IS  12. 

When  but  a   small  l)oy   our   subject  emigrated 


with  his  parents  to  Michigan  when  it  was  yet  a 
Territory,  and  for  several  years  the  family  resided 
in  Wayne  County,  whence  they  removed  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  and  resided  there  for  a  time, 
ccmnng  to  Ingham  County  in  the  fall  of  1842. 
Here  the  familv  made  its  home  in  Locke  Town- 
.>hip,  and  both  imrents  died  in  this  new  home.  Of 
a  large  family  of  children  l)orn  to  them  the  fol- 
lowing survive,  namely:  Mrs.  Megineron,  Oshea 
G.,  Daniel.  ( Jeorge,  William  and  Mrs.  Cornelius 
Dietz. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative pioneei-s  of  this  county,  and  had  reached 
his  cighly-sixih  year  when  he  |)assed  from  earth, 
hi>  lo>s  lH»ing  greatly  felt  in  the  neighborhood. 
His  son  (icorge  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Locke 
Township,  amid  the  sctMies  of  pioneer  life,  and  did 
his  full  share  in  the  clearing  of  the  foresti*  and 
breaking  up  of  the  virgin  soil.  His  father  was  a 
carpenter  and  joiner,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
the  vouni;  man  decided  to  learn  his  father's 
trade,  and  followed  it  for  over  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tuiy,  luH'oming  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  em- 
ph)ying  at  times  a  large  numl>er  of  hands.  It  is 
claimed  that  he  has  l>uilt  as  manv  barns  and  mills 
in  Ingham  County  ju<  any  man  who  can  l)e  named, 
and  much  of  his  handiwork  is  still  to  l>e  seen  in 
the  residences  and  barns  of  L<x*ke  Township. 

For  the  last  few  vears  Mr.  Dunckel  has  devoted 
himself  exclusively  to  agricultural  pursuit^s.  He 
received  the  rudiments  of  his  educaticm  in  the 
earlv  district  sch(K)ls  of  this  countv.  His  own  ef- 
fortx^  have  made  of  him  a  well-read  gentleman 
and  he  has  earnestly  co-operated  with  every  effort 
to  advance  the  Invst  interest*  of  the  communitv. 
His  marriage  with  Lydia  Hill,  SejUember  30,  180;"), 
brought  him  eight  children,  of  wlumi  the  follow- 
ing survive:  Marcena,  Lina,  Robert,  Hdna  and 
Stanley. 

The  priNcnt  Mrs.  Dunckel  became  the  wife  of 
our  Mibject  in  July,  l«81,and  she  has  borne  him 
one  >on,  Moses.  lU'fore  her  union  with  him  she 
was  a  widow,  Mi-s.  llenriettn  Fairbanks.  Mr. 
Dunckel  now  owns  two  hundred  and  seventv-six 
acres  of  land,  most  of  which  is  well  cultivated. 
He  ha>  served  for  a  number  of  vears  as  Treasurer 
of  L(K'ke  Township,  and    is    iu>w  upon    his    third 
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liTin  as  SuiHTvisor.  whrn*  lir  is  M'lvin^  willi  civdit 
both  U)  himself  mid  his  constituents.  lie  is  one 
of  the  leadin*;  a<J:rieult mists  of  Intfliani  County, 
and  is  a  pubiie-dpirited  and  enterprisinjr  man  and 
warmly  int4.'rested  in  the  movement  of  public  af- 
faii'S  and  the  j)rotrress  of  the  Republican  party,  to 
which  he  is  deeply  attached. 


^ 


^ 
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IhJi^  RS.  MARY    A.  CIRTIS.     Tntil    within   a 
l\    few  years  there  has  been  a  cruel  i)racti(e  in 

It  •-  * 

\:  vogue  in  llindostan  in  which  the  widow 
of  a  dei'eased  husband  immolated  her>elf 
upon  the  funeral  pyre  of  her  decea>ed  spous**  in 
order  to  prove  beyond  a  doubt  her  fidrlity  Mud 
lovaltv.  In  more  enlij^htened  countries  thnt  sninc 
devotion  is  better  proved  by  livin.ir.  Miui  Ijikinu  up 
the  dropped  threads  that  have  fallen  IVnin  I  he 
nerveless  rmfi:ers  of  the  (h'])Mit('(i.  the  lovinn  .'sur- 
vivor c<miplet^s  the  fabric,  niakiui:  it  liarni()niou> 
and  lovely.  Thus  has  done  the  Indv  wlM)>e  name 
is  above  and  whose  bioirinphy  it  i>  (»ur  plen>nnt 
privilejre  to  here  chronicle. 

Our  subject  is  the  widow  of  lienjairiin  (  urtis. 
who  was  l>orn  in  Madison  County.  N.  \..  Auiru>t 
21,  18 n>.  Ills  parents  were  \  ietoiy  and  Mary 
(Tucker)  Curtis,  natives  of  New  ^'oik.  whence  they 
came  Wot  in  \H'M\  and  settled  in  the  town  of 
Howell,  where  they  spent  the  r^'inaindei*  of  their 
lives  in  farminir,  passini^awav  at  a  iHHul  old  aire  in 
this  State.  Mr.  Curtis  received  his  education  in 
his  native  State  and  came  West  with  his  family. 
He  was  reared  a  farmer  and  became  the  owner  of 
two  hundred  and  ei^^htv  acres  in  this  county.  I)ur- 
in<>"  his  life  he  was  honore(l  by  the  appointment  or 
election  to  various  otiiccs  in  the  town>hipof  Handy 
He  lived  here  liftv  years  and  durinir  that  time  his 
interests  l>ecame  entirely  bound  up  in  the  place; 
he  died  in  1H71.  For  many  years  he  had  been  an 
ardent  Democrat,  adherinii"  >trictly  to  the  oiiirinal 
principles  of  the  party,  in  their  purity. 

Mr.  Curtis  and  our  subject  were  married  .June 
li,  188H.  She  who.se  name  is  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch  was  pri^)r  to  her  union  with  Mr. Curtis.  Miss 


.Maiy  A.  Hush.  She  wtu*  bom  in  Da nby  Township, 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  February  26,  1816.  She 
is  the  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Dykeman) 
Hush,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Connecticut, 
respectively.  Thev  were  married  in  New  York 
wluM-e  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  in  1837 
came  to  Handy  Township,  whei*e  he  first  took  up 
two  hundred  and  seven  acres  of  land  from  the 
(ioverninent.  He  at  once  built  a  comfortable  log 
house,  which,  however,  during  the  first  summer 
was  without  dooi-s  or  chimney.  He  cleared  the 
farm  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease  owned  over 
><even  hundred  acres  of  fine  land.  On  first  coming 
to  the  State  the  country  was  very  wild  and  the  shy 
denizens  of  the  forest  had  not  3'et  learned  to  be 
fearful  of  man.  Mr.  Hush  frequently  went  out 
before  breakfast  and  killed  a  deer.  Politically  he 
wa<  a  Di'iiKx-rat.  His  death  occun*ed  June  19, 
isr)2.  hi>  natal  day  having  been  Noveml>er4,  1793. 
Mr>.  (  urtis'  mother  died  November  17,  1879;  she 
was  born  October  T),  1794.  Of  four  children  she 
of  whom  we  write  is  the  oldest  and  only  surviving 
one.  The  second  one  was  Electa,  who  married  Mr. 
A.  liaiiiard.  David,  and  Maria  who  l)ecame  Mrs. 
Sylvester  Tanner. 

.Mis.  (urtis  was  educated  in  New  York  at  a  dis- 
till t  MJiool  and  after  completing  her  course  she 
tauuhl  f(>r  live  terms  in  her  native  State.  She 
came  Wot  with  her  parents,  they  taking  the  lake 
route  to  Detroit,  and  thence  coming  hither  by 
piivate  (Mnivevances.  They  stopi>ed  on  the  way 
Hriirhton.  Livinirstiui  County,  Mich.,  at  a  store  and 
while  there  Mrs.  Curtis  engaged  to  teach  school, 
takinir  chaiire  of  the  school  two  weeks, and  having 
been  the  first  teacher  in  that  village.  She  taught 
for  three  months  and  received  ^1.50  lyer  week  and 
her  board.  Her  first  sc1uh)1  was  in  Conway  Town- 
shijj  and  was  kept  in  a  shanty  with  a  bark  roof 
and  llooi'. 

The  oriirinal  of  our  sketch  is  a  lady  of  unques- 
tionable culture  and  n»linement.  After  her  mar- 
riaiifc  and  i^iviiiir  up  her  teaching  she  engaged  in 
farminir  >^ith  her  husband.  Iwing  his  co-partner  and 
worker  until  his  death.  Six  children  came  as  a 
l>le(l<rt'  of  their  wedded  alTection,  four  of  whom  are 
now  livlnir  and  all  being  men  and  women  grown 
who  liave  homes  of  their  own.     The  eldest  daugh- 
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tor,  .Tustina,  is  Miv.  linos  S<:>wU*.s,  of  Howoll  Town- 
ship; she  is  the  mother  of  two  ehiUh-en — Mary  and 
Rosa.  Armintha  fe  Mrs.  C.  Hopkins  and  has  three 
children-:— Eva,  Lottie  and  Amelia.  Rual  married 
Miss  Harriet  Winer.  By  a  former  wife,  Hannah 
Hyne,  he  is  the  father  of  three  children — Nellie, 
Myrtie  and  Lloyd.  Frank  H.  married  Julia  Tomp- 
kins and  is  the  father  of  three  children — Fred, 
Clyde  and  Nellie.  Perraelia,  who  became  Mrs. 
Adams,  died  in  1863,  leaving  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Carrie.  Mi-s.  Curtis  rents  her  homestead  and  re- 
sides in  a  beautiful  home  in  Fowlerville.  She  is 
known  far  and  near  and  her  friends  are  many. 


•0H» 
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A.  DARWIN.  Amontr  the  familie>  who 
came  to  Michigan  early  in  the  '30s,  is 
the  one  represented  by  the  gentleman 
whose  name  apix^ai-s  at  the  head  of  this 
paragraph.  They  went  through  with  the  usual 
experiences  of  early  settlers,  and  bravely'  endured 
liardships  and  helped  to  build  up  a  prosperous  and 
intelligent  c*ommunity  for  future  generations. 
Scarcely  enough  pmise  can  be  said  in  honor  of 
those  earlv  families  who  builde<l  better  than  thev 
knew,  and  whose  worth  can  only  l)e  appreciated 
by  their  children  and  by  those  who  study  deeply 
into  the  real  root  of  the  prest>nt  wealth  and  high 
standing  of  the  Wolverine  State. 

.Seth  C.  Darwin,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  who  married  a  woman  of 
liis  own  State,  Wealthy  Merrill  by  name,  and  made 
his  home  with  her  in  1817  in  Monroe  County,  N. 
Y.  There  they  lived  until  1835,  when  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  bought  land  in  Marion  Township, 
Livingston  County,  taking  five  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  wild  land.  He  returned  to  New  York  and 
resided  there  for  several  >'ears,  and  then  came  to 
Michigan  and  made  his  home  for  a  year  with  his 
son  S.,  after  which  he  moved  into  a  log  house 
in  Manon  Township,  where  lie  lived  for  a  number 
of  3'eai*s.  After  this  he  sold  his  property  there 
and  moved  to  Ann  Arbor,  where  his  daughter  was 
making  her  home,  having  married   Dr.  Hutton,  of 


the  I'niversitv.  who,  after  leaving:  the  rnivei*sitv, 
l)racticed  medicine  in  Detroit.  Seth  Darwin  liad 
lost  his  wife  in  1843,  and  he  survived  her  many 
3'ear8.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Pittsfield, 
Mass.,  March  28,  1813,  and  was  granted  a  common 
school  education  and  such  advantages  as  his 
friends  could  secure  for  him,  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan when  he  was  twenty-three  years  old.  He  set- 
tled u[>on  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Marion 
Township,  Livingston  County,  and  'here  he 
brought  his  bride,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage March  13,  1836.  This  lady,  Sarah  Ann  Bul- 
lard  by  name,  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1817.  liefore  bringing  her  on  he  had  built  a 
log  house,  and  as  they  were  very  poor,  and  Mrs. 
Darwin  was  anxious  to  help  forward  not  only  in 
the  civilizati(m  of  their  new  home,  but  in  the 
family  expenses,  she  taught  sch(K>l  at  YjXMlanti  for 
one  term.  Their  log  cabin  wjus  of  the  most  primi- 
tive kind,  as  it  had  no  floor  and  no  gable  end. 
Thev  built  the  fire  next  to  the  loa^s,  as  thev  had 
no  regular  chimney.  Indians  and  wild  animals 
abounded,  and  venison  was  easy  to  procure. 

Eight  acres  of  land  was  soon  cleared  and  wheat 
sown  in  it,  and  in  winter  he  ])roceeded  to  fence 
his  land.  They  were  a  robust  and  healthy  young 
couple,  and  greatly  enjoyed  this  camping-out 
kind  of  life,  and,  like  the  sparrows,  trusted  in  their 
Heavenly  Father  that  their  food  would  not  fail. 
During  the  few  yeai*s  that  they  lived  there  they 
put  sixty  acres  under  improvement,  but  finally 
sold  out  and,  coming  to  l^utnam  County,  settled 
up<m  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  that  had  been 
partly  improved  and  had  upon  it  a  comfortable 
frame  house. 

In  18()3  they  ha<l  the  misfortune  of  losing  their 
home  and  everything  it  contained  by  fire,  but  Mr. 
Darwin  pnmiptly  rebuilt  and  erected  a  pleasant 
and  commodious  home,  in  which  he  has  lived  ever 
since.  One  hundred  of  his  broad  acres  are  now 
under  cultivation,  and  twenty  still  remain  wood- 
land.  Although  now  much  |)ast  his  threescore 
years  and  ten,  he  carriers  on  the  farm  with  the  help 
of  a  hned  man.  Two  daughtei*s  and  one  son  were 
granted   to    this   excellent  couple — Ellen   A.  and 
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Frances  A.  have  Ijoth  taught,  and  Frances  ijs  now 
the  wife  of  Charles  Stickles.  The  son,  Edwin  A., 
was  killed  by  a  tree  falling  upon  him  when  he  was 
twenty-four  yeai>i  old.  lie  left  a  wife  and  one 
child.  The  mother  is  an  earnest  and  efficient 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  but  is  now 
an  invalid  and  confined  to  her  bed.  which  is  a 
severe  tnal  to  all  the  family. 

Mr.  Darwin  has  filled  a  numljer  of  ini|)(>rtnnt 
official  positions,  having  been  a  memlu'r  of  the 
School  Board,  and  in  Marion  Township  he  was  a 
Constable  for  two  yeai's.  lie  is  a  temperate  man 
in  his  habitiii,  and  in  his  political  opinions  sympa- 
thizes with  the  Republican  part}',  in  which  lie 
takes  a  great  interest.  He  has  been  a  harci  worker 
all  his  life,  but  still  enjoys  excellent  health.  He 
began  without  means,  a^  he  received  notliing  from 
his  father,  and  his  success  is  entirely  due  to  the 
combined  efforts  of  himself  and  wife,  who  have 
worked  in  harmony  for  the  success  of  ovcrv 
endeavor.  lie  has  some  inventive  genius,  and  has 
a  bean  planter  which  is  t^ntirely  his  own  (Icsiifn. 
and  which  he  has  l)een  using  thi>  year,  operating 
it  with  a  single  horse,  and  planting  ten  acres  pei" 
day  with  it,  whi*h  is  a  great  improvement  upon 
the  old  methods. 


1^1^  p»i  »i  »    I  >    ^^ffl- 
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fM)SEPII  FRANK.  Just  north  of  FowUm-- 
ville  may  be  seen  a  beautiful  farm,  whieh  is 
adorned  by  a  handsome  residence  and  has 
first-cla>s  farm  buildings  upon  it.  There  is 
a  l)eautiful  orchard,  and  in  its  ti(»lds  and  \t<  stcH'k 
barns  are  to  be  seen  the  finest  grades  of  stock,  sueh 
as  Short-horn  cattle,  Shropshire  shee])  and  line- 
grade  horses.  This  is  the  property  of  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  we  have  just  given,  who  came 
to  Handy  Township,  Livingston  County,  in 
187 Laud  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  England.  February  22, 
1845,  and  his  parents  were  .lames  and  Sarah 
(Bradley)  Frank,  who  came  to  America  in  1H.")2, 
and  made  their  first  home  in  New  York,  where  for 


three  yeai*s  they  engaged  in  farming.  Aft^r  that 
time  they  concluded  to  try  their  fortune  farther 
west,  and  coming  to  Michigan,  purchased  a  farm 
of  eighty  acres  in  Conway  Township.  Livingston 
County.  This  new  home  was  a  heavily  tim- 
l)ered  property,  and  they  took  up  their  abode  in  a 
log  house.  This  place  is  now  finely  impn>ved, 
and  u|Mm  it  may  l>e  found  as  good  a  house  and 
barns  as  may  be  seen  in  many  a  mile's  ride. 

The  father  of  James  Frank  was  a  farmer  in 
England,  and  bore  the  name  of  John.  Of  his 
family  of  five  children  two  still  survive — Hawkins. 
who  remained  in  the  old  country;  and  James,  who 
became  the  father  of  our  subject.  The  n^aternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  also  an  English 
farmer,  with  a  large  family  of  children,  only  two 
of  whom,  Sarah,  Mrs.  P'rank,  and  her  bi'other, 
John,  have  c(nne  to  this  country.  James  and  Sarah 
Frank  had  thirteen  children,  and  eight  of  those 
are  still  pur>uing  their  earthly  career,  namely: 
Our  subject.  William.  Hannah  (Mi's.  Cassiday), 
Alice  (Mrs.  (iould).  Elijah,  James,  Nelson  and 
Sarah  (Mrs.  Kingslev).  The  father  l^eloiigs  to  the 
Fnion  Labor  party,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  this  belief  in  Conway  Township.  lie  has 
held  various  townshij)  offices,  and  his  services 
have  l)een  uniformly  satisfactory  to  his  eonstitu- 
ent>. 

.Joseph  Frank  was  educated  in  the  district  selioi>ls 
of  Conway  Township,  and  lived  at  home  until  lie 
was  eighleiMi  years  old.  when  he  l)egan  farming  in 
an  independent  way,  and  bought  in  Conway 
Township  eighty  acres  of  timlier  land,  which  he 
pHK^eeded  to  clear  off.  Somewhat  later  he  sold 
that  property  and  came  to  Handy  Township.  He 
has  held  various  township  and  school  ottices,  and 
has  been  especially  us(»ful  as  Commissioner  of 
Highways.  It  was  in  1H71  that  he  married  Miss 
Joycie  Tanner,  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Nancy 
((Iould)  Tanner,  both  natives  of  Michigan.  Four 
children  have  blessed  this  happy  home — .lay,  Min- 
nie, Mav  and  (t.  1). 

* 

The  l)<Mnocratic  party  embodies  in  its  declara- 
tions the  principles  which  Mr.  Frank  believes  to  he 
most  conducive  to  the  prosperity  of  the  country, 
and  he  therefore  gives  tf»  it  his  vote  and  voice.  He 
is  prominently  identified    with    the   order   of  Odd 
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Fellows.  Mre.  tYank  is  possessed  of  a  lil)eral  edu- 
cation, having  completed  her  studies  at  Howell, 
and  she  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Sunday-sclKK>l 
and  church,  being  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Kpiscopal  Church. 


j«|m|m|m^ 


4m|h 
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EOKGE  E.  RANNEY,  M.  D.,  Surgeon  of 
Second  Michigan  Cavalry.  Riogmphy  tivats 
of  the  individual;  it  is  not  liistory.  His- 
tory treats  of  men  in  the  mass;  it  is  notbiograi)hy. 
Slill,  the  two  are  intimatelv  and  all  but  inextri- 
cably  intertwined.  Twin  sisters  they  are,  looking 
tm  each  other  with  the  kindliest  smile;  both  feed- 
ing tlie  lamps  of  knowledge,  but  pouring  pure  tlieir 
oil  from  diflFerent  vessels. 

Very  forcibly  are  we  reminded  of  this  remark  of 
Bayne's  in  the  present  sketch.  I'p  to  a  certain 
point  it  is  biography,  pure  and  simple;  then  it  Ik?- 
ci>mes  l)iography  and  history  in  about  equal  pro- 
)K>rtions;  then  once  more  it  returns  to  biography. 
and  history  disappeai'S,  still  leaving  behind  it.  like 
the  rivers  of  California,  golden  sands  too  ])recious 
to  remam  uugathered. 

The  good  State  of  Michigan  has  rewived  the 
best  of  compliments  for  the  excellence  of  its  sol- 
diers in  the  great  war  of  the  Tnion  from  that  grand 
old  |)atriot.  Gen.  <ieorg<»  H.  Thomas.  We  once 
heard  a  dying  Massachusetts  officer  say  that  she 
"was  equally  good  in  infantry,  cavalry,  artillery, 
and  the  corps  of  engineers.*'  Hut  high  as  the  com- 
pliment was,  it  diHS  not  give  her  the  full  meed  of 
praise  that  she  deserves.  The  green  wish  had  its 
honors  as  well  as  the  red;  the  yellow  flag  its  mis- 
sion as  well  as  the  stars  and  stripes;  thei*e  were 
times  when  the  knife  of  the  surgeon  was  as  indis- 
j>ensable  and  required  as  much  fortitude  in  its 
proper  use  as  the  sword.  The  writer  of  this  sketch 
well  remembers  a  day,  after  the  greatest  of  all  our 
liattles,  as  the  wounded  lay  in  thousands  and  the 
surgeons  were  few,  when  he  would  willingh'  have 
given  up  all  other  kinds  of  knowledge  save  one — 
to  know  how  to  make  a  [)roper  use   of  a  Ihjx  of 


surgical  instruments.  With  the  modesty  of  true 
science,  the  results  of  their  labor  have  been  re- 
corded, but  too  often  we  are  without  record  as  the 
danger  and  cost  at  which  those  results  were 
achieved.  Only,  then,  has  biogra[)hy  found  its 
true  use  when  it  possesses  the  power  of  transfusing 
character  into  the  reader,  and  whei*e  it  widens  into 
history,  causing  our  homage  to  the  nation  to  tran- 
scend our  homage  to  the  man.  We  honor  the  phy- 
sician who  has  bravely  maintained  his  post  during 
a  pestilence,  if  he  lives,  as  a  hero;  if  he  dies,  we 
lament  him  as  a  martyr,  and  erect  an  enduring 
monument  to  his  fame.  Why  not  similar  honor  be 
given  to  the  hero-surgeons  of  the  war?  and  among 
others,  to  our  modest  friend  and  worthy  fellow- 
citizen.  Surgeon  Ranney,  of  the  Second  Michigan 
Cavalry  ? 

In  modern  sketches  of  biography  we  notice  that 
increasing  attention  is  given  to  the  question  of  an- 
cestry. As  in  animals,  so  in  man,  there  is  a  general 
law  of  heredity  that  asserts  itself  too  plainly  to  be 
denied.  The  time  was  when  Coleridge  remarked 
that  ''the  history  of  a  man  for  the  ninemontlispre- 
ceeding  his  birth  would  probably  Ik?  far  more  in- 
teresting and  contain  events  of  greater  moment 
than  all  the  threescore  and  ten  years  that  follow 
it."  It  was  ridiculed  as  a  speculation  far  more 
curious  than  useful.  Hut  it  is  so  no  longer.  The 
rei»eived  opinion  now  is  that  character  is  the  result 
of  innumerable  influences  from  without  and  from 
within,  which  act  unceasingly  thix>ugh  life.  Who 
shall  estimate  the  effects  of  these  latent  forces  en- 
folded in  the  spirit  of  a  new-born  child — forces  that 
may  date  back  centuries, and  find  their  origin  in  the 
life  and  thought  and  deeds  of  remote  ancestoi-s — 
forces,  the  germs  of  which,  enveloped  in  the  awful 
mystery  of  life,  have  been  transmitted  silently 
from  generation  to  generation  and  never  perish? 
All  cherishing  Nature,  provident  and  unforgetting, 
gathers  up  all  these  fragment*  that  nothing  may  lie 
lost,  but  that  all  may  ultimately  re-app(»ar  in  new 
combinations.  P^ach  new  life  is  thus  the  heir  of  all 
the  ages,  the  possessor  of  (jualities  which  only  the 
events  of  life  can  unfold.''*  Es]>ecially  in  the  life 
of  a  physician,  to  give  some  particulars  concerning 


♦(Jen.  (JarticUl's  Oration  on  the  Life  and  C'haraotorof  (Jen.  (»tT)r;^o 
H.  Tlionias,  p.  y 


22i\ 


1*<^RTRA1T  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL    ALBUM. 


Iiis  [>HreiitA(?e  is  luA  m>  iniicli  a  iiiattiM'  of  laudnhlo 
prido  as  of  scMiMititk*  in  formation.  Many  things 
that  will  hereafter  appear  in  this  sketch,  are  thus 
reaililv  aeeoiinted  for  tliat  woiihl  not  he  under- 
stood  otherwise. 

(leory:e    K.   Kannev  was  horn  June  KJ.  \h:VJ,  in 
Ii:it.nvia,   N.   Y.,  the  (ountv  town  of  (itneset .  and 

■ 

ahiiost  ecjui-distaiit  from  liulTalo  and  R<H'hester. 
I  lis  father,  lifrandfather  and  j^reat-ifrau*! father  were 
U>rii  in  Ashtiehl,  Mass.  His  father's  name  wa>.hK*l 
Ranuey:  that  of  the  ohl  patriareli,  who  came  to 
New  £ln<rhind  from  Scotland  in  U)2(>. Thomas  Haii- 
nev.  Manv  of  his  di^'endant^  have  Ikhmi  nu'ii  of 
intlueuiv  and  |)Osition,  and  not  a  few  of  the  family 
are  still  found  in  their  ori&final  coinitv  of  Frank- 
lin.  It  is  something  t<»  come  frtnn  ast<K*k  that  has 
staying  qualities  and  diH's  not  run  out;  it  is  some- 
thinjJ  more  to  inherit  the  ijerff^rriiluiH  inijeninm 
Scotorum;  and  in  this  respect,  as  in  so  mjuiN  oth- 
ers, a  *;ood  man  leaveth  an  inheritance  to  hi>  chil- 
dren and  his  children '>  childnMi  to  tin*  ii'inotot 
Ufeneration. 

The  motlier  of  Dr.  I^nlncy  w:»^  Klizahclh  I*. 
Cliamplain.  the  dauji^hter  of  Fiaiici>  (  haiiiplaiu.who 
<lied  at  the  early  a.ii^e  of  thirty-two.  fi'oni  in juric> 
received  m  the  War  1S12.  lie  was  thcdiivct  lineal 
descendant  of  .Samuel  (  hamplaiii.  the  celchiMtcd 
French  naval  oflicer,  who,  in  Hlo!).  discovered  the 
lake  that  still  heai*s  hi>  name,  foundid  (Quebec  in 
1()(>^<,  and  to  whose  courage  and  enterpii-c  France 
w:ts  indebted  for  the  e,**tahlishment  of  her  (  olony 
of  Canada.  Mrs.  Kanney  still  lives  with  her  son 
in  a  happy  and  peaceful  old  air<\  and  with  a  keen 
relish  and  recollection  of  events  pul)lic  and  private 
in  the  lon.ir,  lonir  ai^o.  As  often  happens,  the 
son  "favors"  his  motlier.  and  to  a  practiced  eye 
the  Frent'h  lineaments  in  his  countenance  are  <>Ih 
vious.  In  the  early  days  of  our  history  the  S-otch 
and  French  frecpiently  united  in  marriaii:e.  (»ach 
haviuir  a  common  Celtic  oritrin. 

.loel  Kanney  received  an  excvllent  educati<»n, 
and  for  >ome  years  turned  it  to  ir^MxI  acc<»unt  as 
an  intt'Uiirent  farmer  and  dealer  in  stock.  Then 
came  the  crash  of  1HS7.  a  (U'hased  currency,  stau- 
nation  in  business,  and  hankrupcy  all  over  the 
land.  The  lou2:-c<>ntinucd  -liard  times"  had  at 
least  one  ijood  elTecl — it   comi)elled    multitudes  to 


"li^o  West;"  and  hut  for  this  enfoitiMl  heuirn  from 


the  Ma.M,  Michi^in  would  not  have  been  the  mighty 
commonwealth  she  now  Ls. 

Mr.  Ranney,  with  his  wife  and  four  children,  ri*- 
moved  to  Kent  Count v,  .Mich.,  and  after  their  full 
>hare  of  malarial  illness  and  oilier  inevitable  liard- 
>hii»sof  pioneer  life,  he  st»cuivd  a  ^kmI  home  and 
eiijhtv  acres  of  land  aUmt  three  miles  j*on III wi^st  of 
(irand  R:ipid>.  Then  eaine  lalnmitv  indiH'd.  Umir 
before  the  farm  had  lu'cn  cleaivd  or  i*endered  pro- 
<luctive.  the  of«M>d  husbainl  and  father  died,  and 
(Ieory:e.  now  a  lad  of  twelve,  had  t4>  form  the 
brave  purpose  of  tijifhtin^  the  luittle  of  life  nione. 
The  offer  of  work  for  w.*ijji»8  on  a  farm,  with  the 
privilciTc  of  attending;  winter  school,  was  at  once 
accepted,  and  from  that  time  forward  he  went 
throuiih  the  youn<r  American's  regular  currieuhini 
of  farmiuir.  driving  team,  clerking  and  railroading. 
At  the  carlv  a^e  of  seventeen  he  found  himself  at 
M:itTord.  N.  \ ..  as  freight  and  ticket  agent  of  the 
Ihittalo.  (  oniing  A-  New  York  RailriMid.  In  hi^^n- 
deavor  to  ki*ep  <>r(ler  at  his  statitm,  there  were 
sonu'  who  dopi.M'd  his  vouth.  and  <K-C'a.HionalIv  sr<>t 
I  he  worst  of  it.  One  of  them,  the  son  of  a  Director. 
complaine<l  to  his  father,  and  the  Director  insisted 
that  ( icorge  should  lKMlismisst»d.  Nothing  daunted. 
however,  he  appealed  t<»  the  Sui>erin  ten  dent  and 
askt'd  iiini  to  incpiire  (jf  the  citizens  aj«  totheinent> 
(►f  the  caM'.  riu'  result  of  this  iufiuiry  was  that 
(ieor*ie  was  indee<l  removed  from  his  iNK<ition.  but 
only  to  anothei-  and  a  better  one  in  the  Su|>enn- 
tendent's  own  ottice.  Such  an  incident  isaseredit- 
abh'  to  the  young  defender  of  his  rights,  a.s  it  is 
UH'an  and  contemptible  on  the  part  of  the  coward  I  v 
aggressors.  The  victory  was  something,  but  the 
good  opinion  of  the  SuiK^rinteudent,  that  "(ieiirge 
was  capable  of  occupying  a  ranch  l>etti*r  position/' 
was  a  g<MMl  deal  more.  It  gave  him  a  new  impulse 
in  his  attention  to  duty,  and  very  HMm  he  was  pn^ 
motcd  to  Wayland — excepting  two,  the  most  im- 
portant station  on  the  road.  His  determined  c*ool- 
nes>  and  pluck,  and  his  ability  to  overcome  oj>|h»> 
sition  and  t<>  avail  himself  of  op|K>rtunities  of 
advancenu'ut,  were  marked  characteri.'tties  of  our 
young  railroad  agent,  of  which  we  .shall  see  num- 
erous illustrations  in  his  f  utui*e  wii'eer.  Jn  an  ebl)- 
ing  tide   let   us  cast  anchor  and  hold  on;  the  tide 
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will  soon  turn  again.     Only  a  dead  fish  tloats  with 
the  stream. 

Meanwhile,  underlying  all  other  things  in  young 
Ranney'smind  was  an  intense  desire  for  knowledge. 
Hence  his  sacrifices  to  attend  winter  sc^hool;  henw 
his  exemplary  diligence  at  Stafford  Academy,  under 
Parson  Radley;  at  Rushford  Academy,  under  Prof. 
Saylles;  at  Cary  Collegiate  Seminary,  under  Dr. 
Kastman.  Hence  his  enthusiastic  attachment  to 
some  of  his  fellow-students,  esi)ecially  to  Thaddeus 
C.  Pound,  afterward  of  Wisconsin,  whase  sulwe- 
quent  success  in  political  life  fully  justified  the  ad- 
iniration  of  his  friend.  This  attachment  was  one 
of  the  kind  that  those  only  understand  who  have 
had  the  privilege  of  enjoying  it.  "The  union  of 
two  minds,**  says  the  greatest  reflective  thinker  of 
all  time,  "from  that  sympathy  which  is  the  result 
of  unity  of  aim  in  the  acquisition  of  truth,  is  the 
hightest  to  which  they  can  aspire.'*  Like  that  of 
comrades  in  war,  the  attachment  of  classmates  is 
proverbial.  This  is  the  true  Platonic  love:  what 
so  often  goes  under  the  name  is  but  a  base  and  un- 
worthy counterfeit. 

In  addition  to  the  desire  of  knowledge,  young  , 
Ran ney  had  also  a  very  definite  ideal  before  his 
mind  of  the  kind  of  man  he  would  like  to  l)e.  Of 
all  the  men  with  whom  he  had  come  into  more  im- 
mediate contact,  none  had  more  deeply  enlisted  his 
youthful  admiration  than  a  certain  beloved  phy- 
sician, in  whom  the  "code  of  ethics*'  was  most 
happily  exemplified.  Would  his  coming  ever  be 
watched  for  with  so  much  anxiety?  the  door  be 
opened  with  as  much  reverence  for  his  opinion  in 
matters  of  life  and  death.^  Would  he  ever  have  it 
in  his  power  to  confer  similar  benefits  on  the  sick 
and  suffering.^  The  way  did  not  seem  to  be  easy, 
but  there  was  a  way,  and  he  foimd  it.  The  grim 
lions  that  so  often  seem  to  l)e  m  tlie  path  of  sloth 
and  cowardice  are  found  by  the  brave  and  indus- 
trious to  be  chained  on  either  side.  Thev  are  not 
in  the  path  itself. 

Our  biography  now  widens  into  hisU^ry.  In 
1858  young  Ranncy  came  to  Charlotte*,  Mich.,  and 
after  sj^ending  some  time  in  a  drug  store,  began 
the  stud}'  of  medicine  under  Dr.  Josi^ph  P.  Hall. 
In  1860-61  he  attended  his  first  term  of  me({ieal 
lectures  in  the  University  of  Michigan.    Rut  those 


were  times  in  which  men  were  studying  the  condi- 
tion of  their  country  more  than  anything  else. 

"Oh,  sad  and  hIow  the  weeks  went  by !    Each  held  hin  anxious 

breath, 
Like  one  who  waits,  in  helpless  fear,  some  sorrow  fi^r^^t^  CU4 

death! 
Oh,  scarcely  was  there  faith  m  Ood,  nor  any  trust  in  man, 
While  fast  alon{|^  the  Southern  sky  the  blighting  shadow  ran  ! 
It  veiled  the  stars  one  after  one,  it  hushed  the  patriot's  sonfj^. 
And  stole  from  man  the  sacred  sense  that  parteth  rif^ht  and 

wrong ! 

"Then  a  red  flash— the  lif^htniug  acroHs  the  darkness  broke. 
And  with  a  voice  that  shook  the  land  the  guns  of   Sumter 

spoke! 
Wake !  sons  of  heroes,  wake!  the  age  of  heroes  dawns  again ! 
Truth  takes  in  her  hand  her  ancient  sword,  and  calls  her  loyal 

men ! 
Lo !  brightly  o'er  the  breaking  day  shines  Freedom's  holy  star 
Peace  cannot  cure  the  sickly  time,— all  hail  the  healer,  war!" 

'"War  a  healer"  seems  strange  doctrine  to  many 
who  do  not  distinguish  between  war  and  mere 
bloodshed,  but  not  to  such  philosophers  as  De- 
(^uincey,  or  to  such  i>oets  as  Wordsworth.  There 
are  times  when  the  body  politic  requires  the  sword, 
just  as  the  body  physical  requires  the  knife.  War 
in  a  good  cause  is  not  the  greatest  evil  which  a  na- 
tion can  sufl'er.  If  slavery  will  not  give  way  to 
freedom,  nor  freedom  to  slavery,  the  sword  is  the 
(mly  umpire  that  can  settle  the  controvei-sy. 

In  September,  1861,  young  Ranney  enlisted  as  a 
private  under  C'apt.  H.  A.  Shaw,  and  assisted  him 
in  recruiting  a  company  for  the  Second  Michigan 
Cavalry.  Ilis  knowledge  of  medicine  soon  made 
him  its  third  Hospital  Steward.  The  radical  change 
of  habits  in  a  thousand  men  recruited  from  their 
homes  imiK>sed  arduous  duties  upon  the  surgeons, 
and  in  the  summer  of  1862  the  Hospital  Steward 
was  temporarily  assigned  the  duties  of  an  Assistant 
Surgeon  at  New  Madrid,  Mo.  By  overwork  and 
exposure  he  was  there  taken  ill,  and  the  disease  be- 
ing severe  and  long  protracted,  he  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service.  During  his  convalescence  he 
attended  another  term  at  the  Michigan  rniversit3', 
and  was  graduated  in  March,  1863.  Hut  it  was  not 
his  lot  to  lose  time  waiting  for  patients,  l^ttei's 
from  his  regiment  to  <iov.  Hlair,  recommending 
Dr.  liiinnev  as  their  unanimous  choice  for  Second 
Assistant  Surgeon, at  once  secured  him  the  appoint- 
ment, and  on  the  13th  of  .Tune  he  joined  his  old 
regiment  at  Triune,  Tenn. 
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Those  who  know  what  cava h'v  scrvic»o  is. as  com- 
pared  with  that  of  infantry,  fiow  desperate  are  tlu* 
raids,  and  how  frecpient  the  si<irniishin<;,  cm\  well 
believe  that  Surgeon  llanney's  position  recjuired 
no  little  fortitude  and  self-possession.  Take  a  few 
examples:  On  the  lii-st  day's  advance  from  Triune 
there  was  a  Hifht  at  Hover,  in  which  a  soldier  Ik»- 
lon<;in£):  to  another  hrisfade.  was  .severely  wounde<l 
in  the  arm.  Mis  own  surgeim  confe.**sing  his  utter 
inability  to  operate  on  account  of  hi^  tremblintr 
nerves,  the  niedieal  director  himself  was  obli«red  to 
operates  and  took  Dr.  Hanney  to  assist  him.  T\w 
trembling  surgeon  was  not  alarmed  without  cause. 
The  sc^ne  was  exciting  in  the  extreme.  lUillet^ 
whizzing  thick  and  fast;  squadrons  dashing  here 
and  there;  everything  uncertain  as  to  the  result  of 
the  conflict;  the  wounded  man  just  on  the  ground 
where  he  fell,  and  no  time  to  take  him  an v where 
else* — thesi\  it  must  be  ccmfessed,  were  not  verv  de- 
sirable  ccmditions  for  a  capital  operation.  Hut  Ihc 
two  surtfeons,  solelv  intent  on  their  work,  made 
the  amputation  as  re<|uired.  From  thai  day  <ni, 
through  the  entire  campaign.  Surgeon  Ranney 
found  a  true  friend  and  a  kindred  spirit  in  .Medi- 
cal Director  (ireer.  Knowing  that  the|)o.sVof  honor 
was  the  post  of  danger,  the  Director  took  the  full 
measuix?  of  his  calm  and  n^solute  ns«<istant,  and 
thenceforward  lost  no  opportunity  t(>  give  him  bet- 
ter positions. 

Take  another  example:  in  the  Atlanta  (\Mmpaigii. 
during  the  hundred  consecutive  day>in  which  the 
Federal  forces  were  under  lire,  a  soldier  of  the  bris:- 
a<ie  having  lost  his  letr,  it  wa"<.  of  coursi\  the  dutv 
of  his  own  surgeon  t<»  operate,  but  when  every- 
thinir  w:is  ready  he  confesst»d  that  he  could  not 
operate  under  tire.  At  his  reijuest  Dr.  Ranney 
nuide  the  amputation,  and  being  M*en  by  many  of 
the  combatant^,  it  thus  gained  him  a  reputation  for 
nerve  and  self- possesion  that  he  never  afterward 
forfeited.  Soldiers  love  and  admire  couraue.  not 
<»nly  in  other  officers,  but  in  chaplains  and  sur- 
geons. 

Take  a  third  examjile:    A  Wisconsin  lu'igade  suf- 
fered severely  in    l<illed,   wounded,  and   prisoners, 
one  of  the   ])ris(mers    Inking   the   Colonel    himself. 
Their  own  ambulaiu'cs  not   being  accessible,    those 
of  Dr.  Kannev's  briirade  were  ordered  up.    Alarmed 


by  the  near  apprf>aeh  of  tlie  enemy,  the  Brigade- 
Major  and  his  assistants  fled  to  the  rear,  reiK>rting 
their  own  hairbi'eadth  esi*ai)e,  and  the  oortnin  eai>- 
ture  of  Surgeon  Uanney  and  his  assistant.  Greatly 
to  the  chaifrin,  however,  tliere  came  an  ordei*  from 
Dr.  Hannev  for  more  ambulances.  Thev  arrive<l 
prom[)tly,  and  with  them  an  order  from  Dirot'tor 
(ireer  for  Dr.  Ranney  toa.s^unle  the  duties  of  Brig- 
ade Surgeon.  'The  promoti<m  was  a  rapid  one,  hut 
it  was  well  deserved,  and  the  Doctor  held  the  posi- 
tion with  increasing  honor  during  the  remainder 
of  the  very  active  and  trying  cam])algn  that  oul- 
minated  in  the  capture  of  .Vtlanta. 

Hut  it  wa-i  at  the  memorable  battle  of  Chicka- 
mauga  where  Dr.  Ranney  was  in  the  gi-eatest  |X»riL 
One  day  in  Septeml>er.  1HH3,  a  telegram  came  to 
the  War  Office  at  Wa.shington — ''The  army  is  in 
total  rout  I"  By  noon  came  another  telegram — 
•^(ieu.  Thomas  still  holds  the  center!"  Never  were 
President  Lincoln  and  Secretarv  Stanton  in  moiv 
(omplete  U»wilderment.  Tufortunately  for  Dr. 
Ranney,  hi>  place  on  this  trying  day  was  not  the 
center  with  (ien.  'Thomas.  The  right  wing,  struck 
heavily  in  the  tlank,  was  sent  Hying  in  disorder 
toward  Chattanooija.  The  cavalrv  covered  the  iv- 
treat,  first  massing  at  Crawfish  Spring*,  and  then 
retreating  about  half  a  mile  and  massing  again. 
While  still  near  the  springs  the  enemy  were  threat- 
ening and  tiring  at  hmg  range.  A  detachment 
under  (ien.  Rucker  dashed  up  to  get  .the  |x>sition 
and  stHMigth  of  the  Fe<lenils,  fired  at  them,  and  re- 
treated. Dr.  Ranney  thus  far  during  the  retreat 
had  iK'cn  in  the  immediate  rear  of  his  regiment, 
but  meeting  a  wounded  man  making  his  way  to- 
ward tlu»  hospital  and  quite  exhausted  from  loss  of 
blood,  he  dismounted  and  a|)plied  di*essings  to  stop 
the  bleediuif.  In  the  meantime  the  eavalrv  had 
started,  leaving  Dr.  Ranney  a  short  distanet»  in  the 
rear;  he  hastened  t(>  overt:ike  them.  Ju.^  at  that 
nnnnent.  however,  (ien.  Rucker*s  command  changed 
the  Federal  cavalrv  from  the  flank  and  rear,  and 
the  rebel  cavalrv  having  irot  in  between  the  sur- 
<i:eon  and  his  brigade,  he  found  him.self  in  a  very 
ditlicult  position.  Making  hi>  way  to  a  i-oad  alH)ut 
three  miles  distant,  and  which  ran  imrallel  with  tlie 
road  to  Chattanooga,  he  reached  it  in  adv^ancv  of 
the  Cimfederates,  but  in  the  rear  of  Gen.  Sheridan. 
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-who  was  covering  the  retreat  on  the  same  road 
near  the  l)ase  of  the  ridge. 

Riding  rapidly  along,  joyout*  and  confident  of 

his  eM?ai>e.  he  came  to  a  diagonal  road  crossing  the 

two  othei-s.     But  the   clatter  of  hoiiies'  feet,  the 

i"el>el  yell,  and  the  command  to  halt  from  a  com- 

|Miny  of  Texas  miigers  charging  down  upon  him 

not  twenty  rods  oil,  sliowed  him  at  once  that  his 

ho])es   were    disappointed.      (Quickly   turning   his 

lioi'se,  he  tried    to  reach  an   undergrowth  of  oak, 

which  might  partially  olwtruct  the  rangers'  view. 

Tliose  at  the  head  of  the  column  having  filled  three 

shot<  at  him,  to  avoid  any  more  he  jumped    from 

his  hoi"se  without  checking  his  si)eed,   hoping   the 

animal   would    continue    ib*   course  on    the  road. 

Much  t4>  his  surprise  and  alarm,  the  horse*  stoi)iHHl 

and  endeavored    to  follow   him   into  the  hushes. 

Three  of  the  rangers  halted  to  take   him  and   his 

horse,  but  not  daring   to  stop   long  enimgh,  they 

^ot  the  hoi'se  only. 

The  firing  of  the  rangeix  nt  Dr.  lianney  having 
lieen  noticed  by  sonu*  relK^l  cavalry  in  the  rwvr, 
they  formed  a  line  across  the  open  field  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  woods,  where  the  Doct-or 
was  hugging  the  ground  as  clos(*ly  as  iK>ssibly  be- 
hind a  friendly  rail  cut,  about  half  the  size  of 
his  body.  Skirmishei's  came  ac*ross  tfie  fiehl  and 
into  tlie  woods,  and  one  came  over  within  ten  rods 
of  his  hiding  place.  Watching  for  fiim  t4)  raise  his 
gun  and  take  aim  Iwfore  he  vrm\  for  cpiarter,  the 
Doctor  concluded  to  wait  until  the  very  last  mo- 
ment. Fortunate!}*  the  skirmisher  wjis  hH>king 
higher  and  beyond  him,  and  not  finding  any  one 
to  shoot  at,  returned  to  his  horse.  From  behind 
his  slender  protection  the  DcK-tor  watched  the 
horse's  legs  until  he  was  glad  to  see  those*  at  the 
end  of  the  column. 

It  was  now  evening,  and  the  sun  was  just  ginng 
out  of  sight.  One  thing  was  certain,  the  rebels  had 
fairly  cut  him  off  from  his  own  army.  He  had  had 
a  hard  day  of  it.  Hearing  the  firing  at  tfie  front, 
just  as  he  had  sat  down  to  breakfast,  ho  snatched  a 
hard-tack,  and  after  the  whole  weary  day  of  work. 
this  was  all  he  had  to  eat.  Tired  and  hungry  and 
cold,  he  at  last  found  a  dead  man*s  blanket  M)aked 
with  l)lood,  and  wrapping  himself  up  in  it  laid 
down  in  a  fence-corner  and  slept  until  moniing. 


What  c?ould  he  do  ?  Ik»tween  him  and  his  own  army 
was  that  of  the  rel)t^ls.  On  his  right  were  some 
twenty  miles  of  barren  and  inhospitable  mountains. 
He  did  the  only  thing  [)o*^ible  in  the  circumstances, 
and  reported  himself  to  Surgeon  Hawley  (now  of 
l*eoria.  III.),  who  was  then  in  charge  of  the  well- 
filled  hospital  at  Ci*awfish  Spring,  and  where  he 
wju*4  inunediately  jissigned  to  duty. 

Soon  (ien.  Bnigg's  AdjutiUit-CJeneraKandotliei-s 
l>elonging  to  his  staff,  including  Dr.  Fluellin,  his 
medical  director,  visited  the  place  to  parole  the 
wounded  soldiei-s  and  some  surgeons  who  had  lieen 
taken  prisoners.  The  surgeons  were  Jisked  to  sign 
the  same  parole  as  the  so!diei*s.  Some  did  so  with- 
<nit  hesitation.  When  Dr.  Uannev's  turn  came  to 
sign,  he  said  that  according  to  the  cartel  existing 
between  the  Federal  and  Confederate*  (iovernment^i 
the  surgeons,  as  non-com l>at,ants,  could  not  legally 
l)e  made  prisonei-s  of  war.  He  also  said  that  if  the 
Fed(»ral  (iovernmetit  were  holding  Confederate* 
surgeons  who  were  captured  in  the  legitimate  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  he  was  willing  to  Ik?  field  as 
a  hostage  until  the  wrong  was  redressed,  but  he 
would  not  sign  the  parole.  The  controveisy  grew 
hotter  an<l  hotUM*,  until  the  Adjutant-< General  told 
the  Doctor  he  must  either  sign  the  parole  or  lx»  put 
under  ii:uard. 

"Put  me  under  guard,  then,"  sjiid  the  plucky 
suryfeon.  '*!  will  look  to  mv  own  (iovernment  to 
see  that  justice  is  done  in  the  case." 

Fortunately,  at  this  critical  juncture  J)r.  Fluellin 
submitted  a  paper,  which  is  still  in  Dr.  Kanney's 
lM)sses>ion,  and  ivads  jus  follows: 

•'W^e.  surgeons  and  assistant  surgeons  of  the 
Tuited  StaU»s  (iovernment, captured  at  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga,  on  {September  20.  1863,  do  solemnly 
swear  that  we  will  not  lK»ar  arms  against,  or  give 
any  information  detriuicnUil  to,  the  Confederate 
States  (iovernment,  nor  in  any  way  or  manner  a^- 
sist  the  I'nited  States  (iovernment  until  we  leave, 
or  are  exchanged  for  such  Confederate  surgeons  as 
have  been  captured  in  the  legitimate  discharge  <>f 
llveir  duties  and  held  by  the  I'nited  States  (iovrni- 
ment.  And  as  we  are  <mly  jiaroled  to  attend  the 
Federal  wounded,  wc  will  report  to  the  conimand- 
ant  of  the  post  at  .Vtlanta,  (ia..  as  soon  n>  our  sei- 
vices  can  Im»  disprnsfd  with.'* 


230 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOCiRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


When  a  inau*s  head  is  iu  the  lion's  miuith,  it  re- 
quires some  ^rit  to  object  to  the  terms  on  wliieh 
the  king  of  beasts  may  see  fit  to  let  the  head  out 
again;  but  this  is  just  what  John  Knox  did  when 
a  slave  on  board  the  galley,  and  what  Dr.  Jianney 
did  when  a  prisoner  at  Crawfish  Springs.  In  tiie 
end,  all  were  satisfied  with  the  paiKM*  except  the 
Adjutant-deneral,  who  had  to  pocket  the  affront 
from  the  sturdy  "Yank"  as  best  he  could.  The 
subsequent  exi)erience  of  the  DtK'tor  for  forty-four 
days  in  the  I^ibbv  Prison  is,  unfortunately,  too 
familiar  to  need  detail.  One  thing,  lioweycr,  at 
Libby  was  quite  characteristic.  Having  picked  up 
a  work  on  medical  jurisprudence,  he  read  it  with 
more  interest  than  one  would  expect  in  such  un- 
favorable circumstances. 

Karly  in  July,  1864,  the  portion  of  the  Second 
Regiment  then  in  the  field,  was  ordered  to  return 
to  PVanklin.  near  Nashville,  and  there  join  the 
other  part  of  the  regiment,  which  had  been  absent 
on  vetenin  leave.  Arrived  at  Franklin,  tlie  post 
hospital  was  put  in  charge  of  Dr.  Ranney,  and 
shortly  after  he  received  veteran  leave  of  absence 
for  thirty  da  vs. 

RetuiTiing  to  his  old  friends  at  Charlotte,  he  em- 
ployed his  last  eleven  days  in  recruiting  men  to 
fill  the  (piotji  for  the  towns  of  Katon  and  Carniel. 
The  fii*st  two  days  he  enlisted  twenty-seven,  and 
before  the  expiration  of  his  furlough  the  whole 
(piota  of  fifty-one.  These  rcjcruits,  eciunlly  to  the 
surprise  and  delight  of  his  old  regiment,  now  re- 
duced to  a  minimum,  he  marched  into  their  <*amp, 
thus  securinir  for  some  twenty  otfietMs  the  rank  to 
which  their  commissions  entitled  them.  The  Sec- 
ond Heginu'ut  soon  had  an  o|»|)ortunity  of  showing 
their  n<*wly  accjuired  strength  by  repelling  a  raid 
(►f  the  rebel  cavalry  under  (ien.  Wheeler, and  driv- 
inir  l»im  beyond  the  Tennessee.  Almost  immedi- 
Mtely  the  raid  was  repeated  under  (Jen.  F(»rrest.and 
ill  tlie  engagement  at  Pulaski,  lasting  a  whole  day, 
llie  Federals  suffered  the  heaviest  los><.  but  the  Con- 
federates abandoned  tin*  Held. 

While  at  Pulaski.  Dr.  Ranney  was  called  from 
the  field  to  operate  for  the  First  Ihigade.  The 
church  used  jls  a  hospital,  being  full  to  overtlow- 
ing,  he  was  ordered  to  establish  another  hospital, 
and  furnished  with  asvsistant-s  for  that  purpoe.  Be- 


ing the  only  medical  officer  witli  his  regiment,  he 
was  relieved  from  the  hospital  and  allowed  to  ac- 
company his  command  when  it  removed  from  Pul- 
jiski.  Forrest  was  driven  across  the  Tennessee,  but 
only  to  be  succeeded  by  Hood  and  his  entire  army, 
now  reinforced  by  the  army  of  Dick  Taylor.  Af- 
ter some  severe  skirmishes  with  the  Second  Caralrv 
and  other  regiments  who  were  acting  as  pickets  to 
prevent  Hood  crossing  the  river,  his  overwhelming 
numlKM's  soon  enabled  him  to  accomplish  his  design 
with  much  loss  to  the  Federals. 

A  more  intensely  interesting  moment  than  this 
was  scarcely  known  during  the  war — Sherman  cut^ 
ting  loose  from  his  l)ase  and  starting  southward 
from  Atlanta  on  his  great  march  to  the  sea;  the 
sagacious  Thomas  keeping  his  own  counsels  and 
organizing  a  new  army  out  of  everything  on  which 
he  could  lay  his  hand;  Gen.  Grant  leaving  Rieh- 
mon<l  for  Washington  on  his  way  Westward  to  find 
what  it  all  meant;  and  Hood  with  characteristic 
audacity  determined  to  carry  the  war  into  Africa. 
In  vain  the  Cnion  cavalry  contested  the  ground 
inch  by  inch,  felling  trees,  and  fighting  liehind 
barricades  on  every  hill  that  would  give  them  ad- 
vaiitai^e;  thec(>lumns  of  the  enemy  were  too  heavy. 
Scholiold  fell  back  from  Puhiski  to  Columbia,  and 
after  fighting  all  day  and  marching  twenty-five 
miles  at  night.  g(»t  into  position  early  October  30, 
at  Franklin.  Never  were  the  rebels  in  l)etter  spir- 
its. Hood  had  delayed  his  attack  until  all  his 
forces  could  be  brought  up,  some  fifty-five  thou- 
sand men.  ()|)|)Osed  t4»  him,  under  Schofield,  were 
only  twenty  thousjind  men.     "Break  those  lines," 

I  shouted  the  impetuous  Hood,  "and  there  is  nothing 
more  to  withstand  you  this  side  of  the  Ohio  River, 
On  t<»  Nashville,  and  you  will  have  nothing  to  do 
this  winter  but  eat  and  drink  and  sit  by  the  fire 
and  swa|)  jack-knives." 

The  Second  Michigan  ( 'avalry,  iK^cupying  the  ex- 
treme li'ft  and  actively  engaged  from  early  morn- 
ing, were  driven  by  n(H)n  across  the  little  Har|)etli. 
While  crossing,  the  rebel  infantry  rushed  forward. 
Haunting  their  fiag,  and  shouting  triumphantly, 
"You  are  our  prisoners!'*  But  their  exultation  was 
altogether  prematme.  Skillfully  availing  himself 
of  a  little  bend  in  the  river  and  of  an  adjacent 

;  woods,  Gen.  Croxton  had  placed  there  a  lament 
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ill  an)hiu<h.  ()])enin|j:  ii]>on  the  enemy,  a  filing 
and  cnfilflding  fire  upon  hi.**  tlank,the  Second  Cav- 
alry lost  no  time  in  improving  their  opportunity 
to  the  utmost,  and  so,  to  the  great  chagrin  of  the 
rebels,  made  good  their  escape  to  the  other  .^ide. 
The  ambulauees  were   thus  thrown   into  a  very 

• 

liazardous  position  on  the  flat<  l>etween  the  two 
rivers,  and  an  orderly  was  dispatched  by  (ien.  Crox- 
ton  to  Dr.  l^inney,  telling  him  that  his  command 
would  soon  fall  Imck,  and  he  must  look  out  for  the 
consequences.  But  the  order  not  lieingpei'emptory,  ' 
tlie  Doctor  continued  to  gather  up  the  wounded 
men  in  the  ti*ain  now  slowlv  movintjf  to  the  rear 
and  near  the  centre,  which  was  in  the  village  of 
Fmnklin.  A  second  time  the  orderly  galloped  up, 
with  positive  orders  to  move  on  at  onc*e  if  he  did  I 
not  exiK*c*t  to  l)e  c^[)tured.  But  the  order  was  more 
€*a4»ily  given  than  ol>eyed.  Ft.  (i ranger,  which  the 
Second  Cavalrv  had  heli^d  to  build,  and   which    ' 

thev  had  called  aft<»r  their  old  Colonel,  u<»w  opened 

I 

their  batteries  on  the  enemy's  line.     The   Confed-   : 

• 

erate  artillery  returned  the  fire  witli  e(puil  spirit.  | 
Wliile  thus  lK»tween  the  lires  the  Federal  centiM'  | 
^ave  way,  and  the  enemy  jKM'cciving  their  advan-  ! 
tage,  rushed  in  like  a  torrent,  carrying  the  hill,  i 
taking  eight  of  our  guns,  and  planting  the  rebel  , 
flag  <m  our  breastworks.  But  again  their  rejoicing  ' 
was  not  to  last.  Col.  Opdyke,  in  one  of  the  njost 
fipiendid  counter  assaults  of  the  campaign,  retook 
our  guns  and  captured  ten  relK»l  flag>k  and  three 
hundred  prisoners  into  the  Iwirgain. 

It  was  now^  night,  and  the  train  of  ambulances 
w^as  still  in  very  critical  circumstiinces.  Our  own 
<«valry  had  gallopi^d  through  fields  and  w<H)ds. 
miles  awav  to  the  left  and  rear,  to  ifuard  ^Mir  Hanks. 
The  soldiers  alK>ut  the  fort  were  beginning  to  sUo't 
cam|>-fires,  when  suddenly  Dr.  lianney  heard  the 
c<>nimand,  "put  out  thi)se  firesi"  and  in  the  sten- 
torian voice  recognized  that  of  Col.  Streight,  whose 
acquaintance  he  had  made  a  few  months  l>efore  in 
Libbv  Prison.  At  once  makinsr  himself  known  to 
the  Cobniel,  he  jusked  for  further  ordei*s.  "Move 
on  to  Njishville,''  was  the  reply;  "for  unless  you 
and  your  ambulances  occupy  the  field  alone,  there 
is  no  other  way  for  y<»u.  I  am  n<»w  in  connnHnd 
of  the  rear-guard,  and  shall  soon  move  there  my- 
self."    Just  in  time  to  get  in  advance  of  the  lear- 


guard.  Dr.  Kanney  had  the  satisfaction  of  bring- 
ing every  ambulance  and  every  sohiier  safe  within 
the  defenses  of  Nasiliville.  That  y/ns  a  proud  day 
in  the  history  of  the  young  surgeon,  which  none  of 
his  friends,  either  in  the  army  or  out  of  it,are  will- 
ing  should  be  forgotten. 

But  the  work  of  the  ambulance  and  it>  various 
attendants  is  not  \et  done.  By  l)ecemf>er  9,  Hood 
had  established  his  lines  south  of  Nashville.  The 
season  is  against  him,  for  it  is  a  week  of  severe 
cold.  Xuml)ers  are  no  longer  in  his  favor,  for  the 
Fabian  jwlicy  of  Thomas  had  l>een  sucwrssful.  The 
l)esieged  (?)  were  more  than  the  l>i»siegers,  and  in 
all  respects  in  much  better  shajie.  To  sit  by  the 
fire  at  Nashville,  they  must  pass  through  another 
fire  much  woi-se  than  that  of  Franklin.  Thonnis 
orders  an  advance.  The  first  day's  work  gives 
him  sixteen  guns  and  twelve  hundred  prison- 
ei-s;  the  second  day's  work  gives  him  in  all  four 
thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-two  )>ris<mers, 
two  hundred  and  eighty-seven  ofticei"s,  and  fifty- 

•  ft 

three  guns. 

One  of  these  prisoners,  tien.  K.  ^^\  Kucker,  in 
command  of  a  division  of  rebel  cavalry,  wjis  known 
by  the  Federal  cavalry  a>  "the  man  on  the  gray 
liorst*."  who  often  diu<he<l  up  lo  the  Federal  lines 
to  get  them  into  a  position  to  exchange  sliot*^. 
While  fighting  hand  to  hand  with  a  Cuion  captain, 
his  left  arm  was  shattered  just  Ih»Iow  the  shoulder 
by  a  ball.  As  the  fii-st  Federal  surgeon  to  see  him. 
Dr.  Kanney  <M»urteously  offered  the  (ieneraPs  staff 
surgeon  his  assistance,  and  the  professional  cour- 
tesy was  returned  by  a  retpiest  to  perform  the  op- 
eration himself.  The  next  morning  he  sent  him 
in  a  comfortable  conveyance  to  Nashville.  The 
last  time  Dr.  Hannev  saw  "the  man  on  the  srrav 
horse"  previously  wa^  just  l»efore  the  charge  at 
Chickamaug}!.  which  resulted  in  his  caj>ture. 

After  Hood's  defeat  by  (ien.  Th(mias.  a  hot  |)ur- 
suit  was  made  by  the  cavalry,  and  consi'cpientlV 
many  Confederate  wounded  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  Federal  surgeons  for  treatment,  llood  irot 
over  the  Tennessee  with  a  remnant  of  hisarnivand 
the  los.«»  of  his  last  irun.  The  I'nion  cavalry,  hay- 
ing  reached  the  Tennes>ee,  wintered  at  Florenct* 
Hud  Waterl<»o.  Meantime.  Dr.  Kanney  had  been 
commissione<l  as  a   full  s\irge<»n.  and   the   hospital 
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departmente  of  his  coqisljein^  organized  into  divi- 
sions, he  was  ])iit  in  charge  of  tlie  First  Division 
Hospital  Department,  and  ai)pointod  its  vhM  op- 
erator. 

Tennessee  once  more  repossessed,  now  for  Ala- 
iMima!  While  (len.  C*anhy  was  operating  from  the 
South,  the  movement  at  the  North  was  led  by  (ien. 
James  H.  Wilson,  detached  by  (ien.  (inint  from 
the  Army  of  tlie  Potomac,  and  sent  West  with  his 
veterans  for  this  jwirticular  purpose.  His  command 
consisted  of  aUiUt  fift^'U  thousand  men.  and  was 
known  as  the  Cavalry  Corps  of  the  Military  Divi- 
sion of  the  Mississippi.  His  ol)jeetive  point  was 
Selma,  where,  after  a  long  and  fatiguin*!:  march,  a 
decisive  battle  was  fought,  resulting  in  the  capture 
of  many  prisonei-s  and  a  large  amount  of  army 
stores.  Wilson  pui*sued  the  enemy  to  Montgomery 
which  surrendered  under  a  flag  of  truce,  and  tluMi 
])ushed  on  to  Columbus,  and  Macon,  (ia. 

It  may  be  well  imagine<l  that  this  was  an  ex- 
ceedingly active  c^nipaign,and  that  the  nuniUTol" 
sick  and  wounded  requiring  surgical  .nid  was  very 
great.  At  Macon  the  hospital  dcpartuicnt>  of  the 
three  divisions  constituting  the  corps  wereconsoli- 
dat*?d.  Dr.  lianney  was  ordered  to  receipt  for  all 
medical  stores  to  the  surgeons  in  charge  of  the 
other  divisions,  and  to  establish  a  cor|>s  lu>spital  in 
the  building  formerlv  used  bv  the  State  of  (ieor<;ia 
as  an  a^svlum  for  the  deaf,  dumb  and  blind.  About 
three  hundred  patient.s  were  gathered  here  frinii 
various  places  on  tin*  line  of  march,  and  sonjc  ninety 
soldiei*s  who  had  been  under  the  care  and  treat- 
ment of  the  rebels.  The  case  of  the  latter  was  pitia- 
ble in  the  extreme.  Hither  through  meagre  facili- 
ties, or  actual  neglect  of  rclK'l  surgeons,  their 
wounds  had  iK'cn  suffered  to  become  gangrenous; 
arteries  had  sloughed  and  recpiired  ligati<nj.  In 
some  cases  am|)utition  ha<l  to  be  resorted  to  to 
save  life,  but  in  the  i'nd  not  one  of  that  number 
<lied. 

Macon  being  only  twenty  miles  from  Anderson 
ville,  when  the  rebel  armies  surrendered  the  |>rison- 
ers  at  this  murderous  and  ever-accursed  place  were 
of  course  released.  The  poor  starved  and  emacia- 
ted prisoners  who  were  unable  U)  join  their  own 
commands  or  bear  transportaticm  home  were  ])ro- 
vided  for  in  the  corps  hospital.  The  horroi-s  of  that 


weli-known  sU>ekade  or  •'prison-pen*'  will  lie  re- 
memlH^red  long  after  those  of  the  '-Old  Sugar- 
House,'*  in  the  days  of  the  Revolution  are  forgot- 
ten. It  was  just  a,H  much  crossing  the  death-line 
to  go  into  An dei-son ville  Prison  as  to  go  out  of  it. 
So  indignant  was  Dr.  I^nney  at  the  enormous  out- 
i*age  here  iHTjietrated  on  civilization  and  humanity 
that  he  complained  of  Capt.  Wirtz  for  his  brutal- 
ity, and  had  him  arrested  and  placed  under  guard. 
In  this  connectiim  it  ma}'  be  as  well  to  reraenilx'^r 
that  when  the  war  was  ended  Capt.  Wirtz  was  the 
only  relK»l  that  was  legally  hung,  and  most  richly 
did  he  merit  it.  The  only  regret  is  that  thot^e  in 
higher  office  who  shared  in  his  unparalleled  crime, 
di<l  not  have  a  similar  share  in  his  well-deserved 
|»unishnn*nt. 

Nor  was  thi>  the  only  instance  in  which  Dr.  Ran- 
iH'V  re.senled  the  abuse  of  office.  When  he  found 
those  of  our  own  army  who  were  deliberately  tak- 
ing advantage  of  their  position  for  private*  and 
mercenary  purposes,  at  the  expense  of  the  public 
good,  he  did  not  hesitate  over  his  own  name  to 
notify  (iov.  Blair  and  other  authorities  at  home, 
and  secure  etlicienl  measures  for  the  remedy  of  such 
abu>es.  T)'os  Tf/riusrf-  nihi  nullo  diBcrimine  agetur. 
Rebel  or  "Yank,"  it  was  all  one  to  him;  where  cor- 
ruption was,  it  must  be  cauterized  and  its  progress 
arrested. 

During  the  month  of  ^luly,  1865,  the  Second 
Michigan  Cavalry  was  mustered  out  of  service, but 
the  ability  of  Dr.  lianney  as  a  surgeon  was  now 
too  well  known  to  leave  him  without  em plo>inent. 
(ien.  Cn»xton,  of  (ien.  Kd  McCook's  Division,  un- 
der whom  he  had  served  in  the  Chattanooga  cam- 
paign, offered  him  a  commission  as  surgeon  of  the 
One  lliuidred  and  Thirty-sixth  Colored  Infantry, 
which  he  accepted,  and  with  which  he  remained 
until  it  was  nnistered  out,  in  January,  1866.  Dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  his  service  he  was  at  Augusta, 
and.  his  duties  with  his  regiment  being  light,  he 
attended  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  (yeorgia  Medi- 
cal College. 

And  now,  having  gone  through  the  war,  as  Lee 
has  it  in  his  farewell  to  his  disbanded  army,  April 
!♦,  1H().'),  our  history  once  more  returns  to  bio- 
graphy. 

In  February,  1866,  Dr.  Rauncy  established  him- 
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self  as  physician  and  surgeon  in  Tensing,  Mich. 
Hei*e  he  has  built  up  a  solid  and  steadily  increasing 
practice,  and  now  holds  an  enviable  position  in  his 
profession,  not  only  in  the  capital  city,  l)ut  in  all 
the  adjacent  country.  In  1866  he  assisted  in  the 
organization  of  the  Michigan  State  Medical  Society, 
of  which  he  was  then  elected,  and  of  which  lie  has 
ever  since  continued  to  be,  the  Recording  Secre- 
tory. In  1873  he  served  as  President  of  the  Mich- 
igan Central  Medical  Society.  In  the  same  year 
he  was  elected  corresponding  member  of  the  Old 
Wayne  County  Medical  Society.  In  1872  he  was 
Chairman  of  the  I^nsing  Board  of  Ilealtli.  lie  lias 
l>een  Resident  Surgeon  at  Lansing  to  the  I^ke  Shore 
«k  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  Company,  and  the 
Chicago  <fe  I^ake  Huron  and  the  Chicago  ife  North- 
eastern Railroads.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association,  and  has  often  been  a  delc- 
l^te  to  that  body  from  the  Michigan  State  Medi- 
cal So(aety,  and  served  as  the  Committee  on  Ne- 
crology for  Michigan  in  1879-80.  Nor  have  his 
labors  been  confined  merely  to  the  practical  duties 
of  his  profession.  To  its  periodicjil  literature  he 
has  contributed  papers  upon  "Bandaging  for  the 
Relief  of  Inflamed  Mamma?;"  '■'Lipera;'*  Bad  Wa- 
ter a  Cause  of  Typhoid  Fever;"  "Progress  of  Medi- 
cal Science,  with  Hints  ujum  Vulgar  f>rons  impend- 
ing it,"  etc. 

Dr.  Ranney  in  an  honorary  member  of  the  Pere 
Marquette  Medical  Society  and  the  Saginaw  Hos- 
pital Staff;  corresponding  member  of  the  Detroit 
Library  Association;  meml)er  of  the  American  Pub- 
lie  Health  Association;  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation and  British  Medical  Association;  Fellow 
of  the  British  Gynecological  As'^)ciati<m,  etc.,  etc. 
In  1886  he  was  a  delegate  so  the  British  Medical 
Association  held  in  Brigliton,  England.  He  is  Su- 
(lerintendent  of  the  lousing  C-ity  Hospital,  and  is 
now  (1891)  President  of  the  Michigan  State  Medi- 
cal Society.  He  is  also  a  memlxn-  of  the  Asscx'ia- 
tion  of  Railroad  Surgeons  of  Michigan.  He  is 
Division  Surgeon  of  the  I>etroit,l.ansing  6:  North- 
em  Railroad,  and  of  the  Chicago  k  Grand  Trunk 
Railroad;  belongs  to  the  Pension  Kxn mining  Board 
of  T/ansing;  and  is  a  inenilHT  of  the  Loynl  Legion 
of  the  United  States. 

As  a  physician  be  is  unusually  quick  and  skillful 


in  his  diagnosis  of  disease;  simple,  judicious  and 
conservative  in  his  treatment;  very  gentlemanly 
and  conciliatory  in  his  contact  with  his  patients; 
and  just  that  kind  of  physician,  who,  when  once 
known,  is  most  valued,  and  loved  alike  by  rich  and 
poor:  The  men  of  all  others  for  whom  he  seems  to 
entertain  a  most  vehement  dislike,  are  the  various 
quacks  and  pret^jndei'sto  medical  knowledge,  whom 
a  wise  and  stringent  Ix^gislature  ought  long  since 
to  have  driven  from  a  State  as  intelligent  as  that 
of  Michigan. 

In  politics,  though  by  education  and  choice  a 
Republican,  he  is  not  of  the  noisy  kind,  or  at  all 
inclined  to  make  himself  conspicuous  on  the  stump. 
In  religion  he  has  equally  decided  opinions  as  in 
medicine.  He  believes  that  its  tendencies  and  re- 
sults ought  always  to  cluu'act«rize  the  medical  man, 
who  at  every  step  in  his  career,  in  the  very  tissues 
and  organs  of  the  human  frame,  should  not  fail  to 
see  sublime  and  lieautiful  evidence  of  the  wisdom, 
power,  and  goodness  of  the  Great  Creator.  Its  true 
demonstration  he  thinks  is  quite  as  often  in  the 
life  as  in  the  elaborate  argument. 

It  would  naturally  be  expected  that  a  man  who 
had  gone  through  so  varied  and  trying  an  experi- 
ence would  endeavor  to  secure  for  himself  a  happy 
home.  In  September,  1869,  Dr.  Ranney  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Isabella  E.  Sparrow,  daughter  of 
liartholomew  Sparrow,  late  of  Kellel)eg  Ennis- 
corthy,  Ireland,  a  woman  of  great  tenderness  of 
disix>sition,  and  admirably  adapted  by  her  many 
virtues  to  dignify  and  adorn  domestic  life.  They 
have  one  son,  now  (1891)  eighteen  years  old. 

It  was  Dr.  Hannev's  misfortune  to  lose  his 
daughter,  Florence,  June  i,  1891,  aged  ten  years 
and  three  months.  She  was  a  child  biUoved  l)v  all 
who  knew  her.  and  of  her  Bishop  Da  vies  wrote, 
that  she  impressi»d  him  as  one  of  the  })riglitcst  and 
most  Iwautiful  girls  he  ever  saw. 

Many — oh,  how  many  I — were  our  unreturning 
brave  who  died  on  the  battle-field,  who  perished 
bv  the  wayside,  who  wasted  away  their  inestimable 
lives  in  rebel  hospitals  and  prison-pens  throunh 
starvation  nnd  negh'ct.  riie  eyil  which  ol"  all  oth- 
ers has  threatened  the  body  politic  of  late  has  Ik'cmi 
poverty  of  blood.  It  will  take  more  than  onegcii- 
ei*ation  to  make  good  the  loss.     Yet  one  thing  is 
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ever  U)  be  remembered:  but  for  Mieh  surgeons  as 
J)r.  Raiiney,wlio  jeopardized  their  lives  in  theliigli 
places  of  tlie  field,  our  loss  would  have  been  incal- 
culably greater.  Tliey  have  returned,  indeed,  many 
of  our  Boys  in  Blue,  without  a  leg  or  without  an 
arm,  but,  thank  (iodi  they  have  at  least  brought 
bac^k  their  undying  love  for  the  Inion,  and  enough 
of  their  glorious  spirit  has  l)een  left  to  save  us  from 
a  Civil  War  far  worse  than  Uelwllion.  and  thus 
give  us  the  grandest  pro8i>cet  of  a  national  devel- 
opment which  has  ever  opened  upon  the  human 
race.  Wt  close,  then,  our  sketcli  in  the  sjime 
spirit  in  which  we  ci>mmenced  it, — Honor  to  tiik 

OKEEX  SAHH    V8  WEl.L  AS  TO  THE  KEI). 
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f  KV.  HARVEY  HODSKISS.  This  well-known 
temi)erance  orator  and  revered  minister  of 
the  (iosj>el  residing  in  Locke  Townshij>, 
5"  Injjham  Countv,  was  born  Ft'bruarv  12. 
IHIH,  in  Pratts'  Town,  Steuben  County.  N.  V.  On 
the  paternal  side  he  is  of  Puiitan  descent  nnd  lii«» 
maternal  grandfather  was  for  a  short  time  n  meiii- 
iM'r  of  the  Hevolutionarv  arniv.    When  very  vonnir 

•  «  •        •  • 

he  removed  with  his  parents  towhnt  is  now  known 
as  Orleans  County,  and  when  ten  years  old  he  re- 
moved  to  Chautau(jua  County,  and  there  grew  to 
manhood. 

Haviniif  arrived  at  manhood,  younir  llodskiss 
U'arned  the  trade  of  a  eooj)er.  which  he  followt'd 
for  a  nnmlxM*  of  yeai>.  Ilis  early  life  in  the  woods 
ancl  on  the  farm  ha<l  not  been  adapted  to  iifiyiniif 
iivviit  advantaires  in  the  line  of  education,  but  his 
own  love  for  learning  and  intense  ambition  led 
hin)  on.  and  he  became  a   thorough  student. 

Desire  Hill  wa>  tin*  niai<len  name  of  the  lady 
who  became  our  >ubjcct's  bride  in  Chautauqua 
County.  X.  Y..  April  \K  1h;U.  She  was  born  De- 
cember \K  IJ^IT.  in  (lencs(*e  County.  N.  Y..  and  her 
])arents  were  Uobe-t  and  Hannah  (SuUiyan)  Hill. 
She  is  of  i^ood  j)atriotic  >tock  as  her  grandfatlu'r 
Hill  wa<  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  By  her  union 
with  Mr,  Hodskiss  there  wTre  born  five  children, 


rmly  one  of  whom  is  surviving:  Louisa,  wife  of 
Leander  Wright,  residing  in  this  county,  who  has 
a  son,  Harvey,  who  is  working  the  farm  of  our 
subject.  He  has  a  son  now  six  yeare  of  age. 
Those  who  have  ^lassed  awa^'  are:  Nancy,  Ann 
M.,  Plimpton  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
father  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
when  about  eighteen  years  old,  and  began  preach- 
ing and  exhorting  at  the  age  of  twenty-three, 
and  has  continued  in  the  work  up  to  the  present 
time,  part  of  the  time  serving  in  that  chui-eh 
and  part  of  the  time  in  the  Wesleyan  denomi- 
nation. He  has  never  had  the  advantage  of 
colleye  learning,  but  studied  at  home,  and  many 
a  night  sat  up  until  midnight  or  2  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  in  order  that  he  might  gain  the  knowl- 
edge which  he  felt  was  necessary  for  one  who 
would  speak  aweptably  to  the  people.  He  ])assed 
a  successful  examinatiim  l)efore  the  Conference 
and  iM'came  a  regular  preacher  in  Ohio  in  I84;'i. 
lb*  came  to  .Michigan  in  1855i.and  located  in 
Locke  Township,  this  county.  For  nearly  four 
years  he  olliciated  as  Chaplain  of  the  Jackson 
State  Prison,  but  he  resigned  that  position  to  take 
n  rcirular  appointment  from  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copjil  Church,  lb*  is  now,  even  at  his  advnm*od 
:ii>c.  lillinir  nnnu'rou>  ])ulpits  in  this  vicinity. 

'V\u>  reverend  gentleman  has  l)een  an  extensive 
lecturer  on  the  theme  of  temi)erance  and  an  active 
worker  in  that  cause.  In  his  political  views  he 
was  long  attached  to  the  Kepublican  party,  but 
is  now  an  active  l*rohibitionist,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  are  heliH^rs  for  every  good  cause.  In 
the  early  <lays  in  Ohio  he  was  a  strong  Alxilitionist 
and  a  Free  Soiler.  He  now  owns  one  hundi*ed 
and  twenty  acres  of  land,  which  he  has  trained  by 
>trict  economy  and  pei*severin<J:  lal)or. 

AVhen  the  Republican  j>arty  was  first  organized 
Mr.  llodskiss  lectured  extensively  in  its  interests 
throughout  Ingham  County,  and  in  1860  he  was 
a  candidate  for  the  Legislatui-e  on  that  ticket,  but 
was  defeated  by  a  minority  of  fourteen  votes.  His 
lecture>  have  been  well  known  thnnighout  Ing- 
ham. Jackson.  ShiawasstH*.  Mani^tee  and  (.)t»eana 
Counties.  AVhile  he  was  residing  in  Ohio  he  was 
in>trumental  in  helping  to  organize  the  Wesleyan 
Chinch,  which  seceded  from  the   Methodist   Epis- 
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Churcli  on  the  question  of  the  alK)lition  of 
•y.  On  the  9th  of  April,  1888,  Mr.  llodskiss 
lis  devoted  companion  celebrated  tlie  golden 
'erauy  of  ilieir  wedding  day,  wliich  was  a 
:  occasion  to  all  who  know  and  love  this 
ly  couple.  Our  Mihjei*t  is  (piite  active  and 
ous  for  a  man  of  his  veai>. 


>V<LJ1 


:>D 


OSEPH  T.  M<  KIBIUN  is  a  son  of  Alexander 

McKibbni  who  came  to  Ingham  County  in 

1861  and  located   in  l^nsing,  owning  and 

carrying  on  a  farm  in   I^nsing  Township. 

as  a  native  of    Pennsylvania  and  his   wife, 

i  maiden  name  was  Mary  Dunlap,  was  a  native 

ttsburg.  Pa.,  and  lived  in  that  city  until  they 

k^ed  to  Detroit  in   1844.     lie  was  at  first  en- 

1  in  the  grocery  business  and  afterward  under- 

a  wholesale  hardware  trade.     This  was  pre- 

to  1857,  at  which  date  he  removed  to  Lan- 

?xander  McKibbin  l(>c*atcd  on  Washtenaw 
ue,  just  south  of  where  the  (4mnd  Trunk 
^ay  now  runs,  which  section  was  then  a  solid 
:.  He  erected  one  of  the  first  brick  houses 
were  put  up  here,  and  he  still  owns  on  the 
stead  eleven  acres  of  land  just  inside  the  city 
I.  This  tract  is  finely  shaded  and  c*omprises 
of  the  iHJSt  acres  within  the  limits.  He  still 
nued  to  carry  on  the  farm  even  after  he  com- 
i  his  three-score  years  and  at  the  time  of  his 
1  he  had  a  large  landed  estate. 
s.  McKibbin  also  had  a  farm  in  Lansing 
iship.  This  lady  is  still  living.  They  were 
for  manv  vears   membei*s  of  the  Presbvterian 

•       •  • 

eh,  and  in  it  they  were  active  In  every  good 
.  Our  subject  had  his  nativity  in  Detroit, 
irv  10,  1846,  and  had  the  advantage  of  citv 
1  his  boyhood,  taking  a  thorough  drill  in  the 
»l8  of  Detroit  and  finishing  his  educntion  at 
feasant  Military  Academy  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y., 
which  he  engaged  in  a  wholesale  clothing 
at  New  York  City  with  Longstrect,  Bradford 


&  Co.,  as  salesman.  He  remained  with  this  com- 
pany for  one  year  after  which  he  came  ham  in 
1868^  and  eBfpn^ed  in  farming.  He  is  still  the 
trustee  of  his  own  estate  and  gives  it  his  entire 
attention  at   the  present   time. 

The  subject  of  this  life  record  was  united  in  the 
happy  bonds  of  wedlock  with  Miss  Emma  Barnes. 
Their  marriage  was  celebrated  at  the  home  of  the 
bride's  parents,  September  20,  1869.  They  have 
become  the  parents  of  six  children  who  are  named 
as  follows:  May  E.,  Grace  M.,  Jennie,  I^ila,  Frank 
B.  and  Clifford.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
is  the  only  representative  of  the  old  and  honored 
McKibbin  family  now  living  here,  and  he  is  hold 
in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  with  whom  he  has 
dealings,  and  is  considered  as  an  unostentatious  and 
square-dealing  man.  In  his  political  views  he 
afiiliates  with  the  Democratic  party  in  a  quiet  way. 


•0H» 


pARON  BOTSP^ORD.  A  loving  daughter 
dictates  the  notes  for  the  following  bio- 
graphical sketch  of  her  father,  who  has 
from  childhood  been  her  hero  and  model  of 
all  excellence.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm 
on  section  2,  of  Williamston  Township,  Ingham 
Countv.  He  is  a  son  of  Samuel  Botsford,  a  native 
of  Millford,  New  Haven  County,  Conn.  Thence 
he  went  to  New  York,  where  he  was  married  to 
Lucv  Bullen,  from  which  union  six  children  were 
bom,  four  s<ms  and  two  daughtci^s.  Mr.  I^t'^ford 
came  to  ^Michigan  Oct<^ber  21,  1833,  and  lived 
in  Wa.shtenaw  County  until  his  death,  which  took 
place  Septeml)er  20,  1878.  The  mother  died  Jan- 
uary 23,  1861.  Mr.  Botsford  was  a  carpenter  by 
trade  and  was  in   the  War  of  1812. 

Aaron  Ik)tsford,  wiu*  born  June  15,  1818,  in 
Wyoming  County  N.  Y.,  and  was  sixteen  years  of 
age  when  he  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents 
and  lived  at  home  until  he  was  of  age.  He  then 
went  on  a  farm  and  Iwught  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
Washtenaw  County.  After  his  purchase  on  taking 
an  inventory  of  his  possessions  he  found  that  he 
had  just  seven  centB  in  money,  a  team  and  a  plow. 
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He  cleared  and  broke  the  ground  and  lived  there 
from  1840  t^)  1861.  His  marriaofe  took  place  No- 
vember 27,  1842,  at  whicli  time  he  was  united  to 
Elizabeth  Savage,  a  (laughter  of  David  Savage,  a 
native  of  Oranofe  Countv,  N.  V.  Tliev  were,  how- 
ever,  early  8ettlei*s  in  Washtenaw  Countv. 

'  %'  ft 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born  the  fol- 
lowing children :  Henry,  Kugene,  Ann  M.,  Willard, 
Mary  E.,  Irvin,  Julia  A., Minnie  and  Olin.  In  I860 
our  subject  came  to  the  this  county  and  set- 
tled on  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
Of  this  he  has  given  a  portion  to  his  children  an<l 
now  has  but  one  hundred.  He  has  made  nuKst  of 
the  improvements  ufKm  his  farm.  Politically  he 
is  a  strong  adherent  of  the  Republican  part\.  and 
has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  three  years.     The 

■ 

wife  of  Mr.  Botsford  died  March  21,  1887. 

She  who  dictates  this  sketch,  Mrs.  Julia  A.  ilill- 
bert,  a  daughter  of  our  sul)ject  was  born  A])ril  11, 
186L  She  was  married  April  1,  18H8,  to  Andrew 
Gilbert,  a  son  of  Daniel  an<l  Lueinda  (iiUH'it.  the 
former  a  native  of  Alletrhnny  Comity.  N.  V..  and 
and  latter  of  Ohio.  To  them  have  l)een  ])orn  two 
sons  and  three  daughters.  Mr.  (iilhert  was  a  <ar- 
penter  by  trade  and  on  first  (•(»iuiiig  to  the  State 
settled  in  Eaton  County,  Benton  Town>hip,  where 
he  lived  for  a  number  of  years,  thence  nMnovinir 
to  Midland  County,  and  there  died  in  1HH2.  the 
mother  passing  away  in  1MX6.  To  Mr.  and  Mvs. 
(iilbert  has  been  born  one  son.  Koy,  whoM'  natal 
day  was  September  21),  1881). 


^=^ 


^E3 


AVID  KOHISON.  The  honorable  ree<»rd 
II  in  b<^th  peace  and  war  of  this  worthy 
resident  of  Howell  Township.  Livingston 
County,  is  a  pleasant  theme  for  the  pen 
t)f  the  biographer.  His  life  since  his  early  yeai*s 
has  l>een  an  open  page  to  be  read  by  all  the  citi- 
zens of  this  county,  and  upon  it  there  i>  not  one 
blot  ni^u*  blur  and  all  are  gla<l  to  do  hon<u'  to  a 
man  whom  they  respect  and  whose  career  is  worthy 
of  the  regard  >vhich  he  receives. 

A  Splendid  farm  of  two  hundred  and  seventy- 


five  acres  u|x>n  which  can  be  found  gi*aded  stock 
and  Short-horn  tattle,  employs  the  energies  of  Mr. 
Robi.son.     It    is  loc^atiid   on  sections  4  and   l>,  of 
Howell  Township,  and  by  its  well-kept  ap|)earance 
and  productiveness  shows  to  every  passer-by  the 
master  hand   of  him  whom    owns  and  oi>eraU»s  it. 
Canada    is  the  birthplace  of  our  subject,  who  wa.^ 
born    in    1831).     His    parents,   John    and    Martha 
(Funston)  Hobison,  were  natives  of  Ireland,  who 
came  to  Canada  after  their  marriage  and  there  en- 
gaged in  farming.     At  an  early  day  they  migi'ated 
to  Howell  and  purchased  the  land   now  owned  by 
our  subject.     They  improved  the  land  and  brought 
it  into  a  high  statt»  of  cultivation  and  lived  on  the 
same  until  death  intervened.     The  decease  of  the 
mother  look  i)lace   in  1876  when  she   had  reache<l 
the  ii'j:v  <»f  seven t>'-six    yei4rs,  as  her  birth  was  ci>- 

ft  ft 

incident  with  the  beginning  of  this  centuiy.  The 
father  survived  ten  yeai-s  longer,  and  ivaehed  the 
ai»e  of  ninety-(Mie.  Of  their  seven  children  four 
are  now  living,  namely:  James,  David,  Mrs.  Dunn, 
and  Catharine  (Mrs.  Hoth.)  The  father  was  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  views  and  one  of  the  well- 
to-do  men  in  \f\>  townshij). 

The  early  education  of  David  Kobison  was*  given 
him  in  Canada  and  he  followed  up  his  studie» 
aftiM-  reaching  Livingston  County.  He  had 
thorouiili  i)nutieal  training  uj)on  the  farm  and  re- 
mained on  the  old  homestead  taking  charge  of  the 
>anie  as  his  parents  were  in  declining  years.  He 
has  thus  had  the  management  of  the  estate  from 
the  time  he  was  quite  a  young  man,  and  sinc«  that 
time  he  has  added  to  it  by  purchase  to  a  consider- 
able extent. 

In  the  winter  of  1868  Mr.  Robison  made  up  his 
mind  to  leave  home  and  enlist  under  the  banner 
of  our  country,  and  he  enlisted  as  a  private*  in 
Company  I.  Fifth  Michiiran   Infantry,  continumsr 

I  •  '  ft     •  ^^ 

in  sei  yict' until  July,  186r>,  when  he  received  his 
honorable  discharge.  During  the  battle  of  Sputt- 
sy Ivania  Court-house,  which  t<H)k  place  May  12, 
\Hi)\.  this  brave  soldier  was   wounded  by  a   hall 

ft 

throuirh  the  arm  and  NNa>  for  some  time  in  the  Ikjs- 
[)ital  at  Frederirksburg  and  later  was  sent  to  Wa,*ih- 
inglon  for  treatment.  The  most  serious  disai^ter 
wliieh  befell  him  during  his  service  was  his  captiv- 
ity.   He  was  taken  jaisoner  at  the  battle  Of  Hatchies 
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<1  wiu*  kei)t  a  pnsonorin  I.ihhy  Prison  from 
:  22,  1864,  until  March  1,  l«Gi>.  He  »)ecame 
luch  emaciated  during:  his  imprisonment. 
I  man  who  stands  ^\e  feet,  nine  and  one- 
?hes  in  heiglit,  and  when  he  entered  prison 
rhed  some  one  hundred  and  sixty  pounds, 
•ing  captivity  was  reduced  to  seventy-five 

• 

ng  received  an  honorable  disc^hargeJuly  12, 
Ir,  Robison  now  returned  home  and  took 
of  his  farm.  He  is  an  enthusiastic  meml»er 
Grand  Army  of  the  Repul>lic,  and  has  no 
pleasure  than  in  reunions  with  his  old  corn- 
He  belongs  to  the  Waddell  Post  of  Howell. 
Democrat  in  his  |X)litical  preferences  and  is 
ling  the  ottice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace.  His 
ul  home  which  he  erect^^d  in  1872,  is  pre- 
>ver  by  his  niece,  Miss  Mamie  Cum  mi  sky, 
has  always  remained  single.  The  socuah 
il  and  asfricultural  circles  of  the  county 
Mr.  Robison  as  one  of  their  most  prominent 
i-s,  and  his  wealth  and  enterprise  make  him 
)Ower  in  the  community. 


rM-M- 


■l"l"H- 


it«  it«  it«  i|« 


l|n|ll|l>||C 


JBERT    C.    KEDZIK,   A.    M.,    M.   1).     The 
genealogy  of/the  Kedzie  family,  to  which 
our  subject  belongs,  reads  within  the  last 
^  three  generations   as    follows:  His  grand- 
Adam  Kedzie,  was  born  in  Hawick  in  1746, 
ssed  a  portion  of  his  life  in  his  native  SiMjt- 
rhere  he  was  occupied  as  a  farmer.     In  the 
of    I79i>>  accompanied    by   his    family,    he 
D  the  United  St^itcy*  and  settled  in  Delaware 
r,  N.  Y.,  where,  in\  the  yillage  of  St.smford, 
his   wife  died.     I  lis  son.  Williaui    Kedzie, 
of  our  subject,   wat  also  horn    in    Si'otland 
I,  in    the   same    plate  of    which    his   father 
lative.     He,  too,  wa,^  reared  as  a  farmer  and 
0  the  United   States  when    fourteen  yeai-s  of 
th  his  parents.    He  made  his  home  for  a  time 
nford,  N.  Y.,  thence   removed  to  Delhi,  and 
r  to  Michigan    in    1826,   settled   in  what  is 
nown    as    Deerfield,  Lenawee  County.     He 


was  a  Scotch  Presbyterian,  and  after  living  a  life 
of  usefulness,  he  passed  away  in  Deerfield,  in  1828. 
The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Margaret  Telford,  was  born  in 
Cambridge,  N.  1'.,  June  29,  1792,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  James  Telford,  a  fanner. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  one  of  eight  chil- 
dren l)orn  to  his  i)arent«,  three  of  whom  are  living. 
They  are  the  'Rev.  Adam  S.  Kedzie,  who  is  the 
editor  and  proprietor  of  the  (irand  Haven  Herald; 
William,  of  Adrian,  Mich.,  who  is  a  retired  farmer, 
and  Robert  C,,  of  this  sketch.  Dr.  Kedzie  lived  in 
Deerfield  for  fifteen  yeai*s,  during  which  time  he 
attended  the  district  sc^hool.'^Vhen  seventeen  3'ears 
old  he  entered  Oberlin  College,  and  after  a  student 
life  of  six  years  he  was  graduated  in  1847.  For  two 
years  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  Rochester 
Academy,  Mich.,  and  he  then  devoted  himself  to 
the  study  i>f  medicine,  l)eing  graduated  from  the 
medical  department  of  the  Michigan  Univei-sity, 
at  Ann  Arbor,  in  1851.  He  firet  located  in  Kala- 
mazoo, remaining  there  about  one  year,  tlien  spent 
eleven  yeai"S  in  Vermontville  and  one  year  in  the 
army  as  Surgeon  in  tlie  Twelfth  Michigan  In- 
fantry. 

In  1863  Dr.  Kedzie  was  appointed  Professor  of 
Chemistry  in  Michigan  Agricultural  College,  and 
has  ever  since  held  that  position.  He  has  published 
a  handbook  on  chemical  analysis,  which  has  l)een 
of  use  in  colleges  and  among  scientific  people.  He 
has  also  written  many  papei-s  in  connection  with 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  of  which  he  is  a  char- 
ter meml)er,  for  four  years  its  President,  and  for 
eight  years  connected  with  tlie  Board,  declining 
re-appointment.  He  has  also  lH?en  President  of  the 
American  Health  Assoc^iatiou  and  Vice-President  of 
the  American  Medical  Association.  He  is  a  Fellow 
of  the  American  Association  for  the  advancement 
of  Science  and  Vice-President  of  the  Department 
of  Chemistry  in  said  s(x*iety.  He  is  also  Fellow  of  the 
American  Academy  of  Medicine.  A  practical  chem- 
ist, his  interest  is  chielly  in  laboratory  work  and  ap- 
plied chemistry.  In  1867  he  was  a  member  of  the 
State  Legislature,  representing  the  northern  half 
of  Ingham  County,  1km ng  elected  as- candidate  of 
the  Republican  party. 

On  May   20,  I8r>().    Dr.  Kedzie  was    married    to 
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Miss  Harriet  K.  Fairehild,  a  sister  of  tlie  ex-Presi- 
(lont  of  Olierlin  College.    Mrs.  Kedrie  is  a  talented 
woman  and  a  suitable  companion  for  her  scholarly 
husband.     They  are  the  i>arents  of  three  ehildn»n 
— William  K.,  who  was  l)orn  July  5,  1851,  was  a 
graduate  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College  in 
the  Class  of  *70,  at  which  time  he  t<K>k  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of   Science,  and  in    1873    Master   of 
.Science.     In  1873   he  was   appointed    Professor  of 
Chemistry  at  the  Kansas  Agricultural  College,  at 
Manhattan,  which  position  he  held  for  live  years, 
and  was  then  appointed  Professor  of  Chemistry  of 
Oberlin  College,  where  he  remained  for  two  years. 
lie  died  April    10,  1880,  while  in  office.     lie  was 
married  to  Miss  Ella  M.  Gale,  of  Manhattan,  Kan., 
and  left  to  his   bereaved    widow    two   children — 
¥A\a  Pearl  and  William  Rosc»oe  K.uiged  fourteen  and 
twelve  years  respectively.  ( )ur  subject *s  second  son, 
Robert  Fairehild,  was  a  graduate  of  the  Agricul- 
tural College  in  1871,  t(x>k  the  degree  of  Bachelor 
of  Sirience,  and  sul)sequently  the  degree  of  Master 
of  Scienc*e.     He  was  Professor  of  Cheniistrv  in  the 
Agricultural   College  of    Mississippi  for  two  years, 
and  died  February  13,  1HH2,  at    the  ni^e  of  nearly 
twenty-nine  years.  He  left  «  widow,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Nellie  Sawyer,  of  Manhattan.  Kan.     The 
third  son,  F'rank  St<j wart,  was  born   in    18;)7,  and 
was  graduated  with  the  clas>  of  '77  from  the  Agri- 
cultural College,  like  his    brothers   taking   the  de- 
grees   of    IW'helor    of    S<*ienee    and    siib>e(juently 
Master  of  Science.     He   is  now  Adjunct   l*rofes«<or 
of  Chemistry  in    the  Michigan    Agricultural    Col- 
lege.    After  his  graduation    he  spent  six  months 
in  I^M-lin,  (iermany,  studying  chemistry.     He  mar- 
ried   Kate  Marvin,  of    Ls using,  this  State,  in    De- 
cember, 1887. 

For  the  ])ast  forty  yeai-s  Dr.  Kedzie  has  been  as- 
sociated with  the  Congregational  Church.  The 
last  twenty-iive  years  he  has  l)een  a  member  of 
that  denomination  at  Lansing,  as  i&  also  his  wife, 
and  as  were  his  two  eldest  sons.  His  mem}»ershi[> 
with  the  Peninusular  Chapter  of  the  Alpha  Delta 
Phi  of  the  State  Iniversity  of  Miehiijan,  an<l  its 
old  meml>ers  has  Ik'cu  the  source  of  much  pleasure 
jis  the  years  have  jmssed.  In  j)olitics  he  has  been 
a  life-long  Republican.  The  chief  work  of  the 
life  of  Dr.  Kedzie  has   l)een  given    to   the  State 


Agricultural  College.  Dr.  Kedzie  ha^  a  very  firm 
hold  on  the  students  and  graduates  of  the  Michi- 
gan Agricultural  College,  of  which  he  ha8  not  only 
l)een  a  finished  instructor  but  a  friend,  and  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  no  other  professor  is  held  in  higher 
esteem  than  he.  His  manv  student  friends  earn- 
estly  trust  that  he  may  be  spared  still  many  years. 
to  gmce  the  college  hall  with  his  presence. 

A   lithographic  portrait   of  Dr.  Kedzie   accom — 
panics  this  sketch. 


/ 


■I'zni'iz-n. 
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AMFS  PKACII.     Among  the  prominent  an^ 
successful  farmei's  of   Cireen  Oak  Townshi|__-3 
Livingston    County,    is    the     enterprising 
Knglishman    whose     name   ap{)ears   at   th  m 
head  of  this  writing.     His    l)eautiful  farm  and  at^^ 
tractive  home  constitute  one   of    the  ornaments  (m*^ 
the  township  and  by    his    integrity,  g<.K)d  will  an^ 
iiitelligenee  he    has    made    himself   a    place  in  his  ^ 
adopted  country. 

This  farmer  was  born  in  Cambridgeshire,  Kng'^? 
land,  November  17,  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  Cliarlec*^ 
and  Ann  (Ankar)  Peach.  The  mother  passer*'" 
from  earth  in  1H8().  but  the  father  is  still  livinj 
and  now  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  is  enjoying  tin 
atTeetionate  eare  and  comfort  afforded  him  bv  hij 
son.  Tlioe  parents  had  eleven  children,  eight  ol 
wluMu  are  still  in  this  life. 

AVliile  (piite  young  James  Peach  enjoyed  the  ad- 
vantages of  g<H)d  schools,  but  his  school  life  was 
not  long  prolonged,  as  he  U'gan  work  at  the  age 
of  thirteen,  and  for  his  first  endeavors  received 
only  the  n<nninal  stipend  of  $15  a  vear.  He 
worked  upon  farms  and  in  various  ways  from  year 
to  year  but  did  not  make  much  headway  in  acquir- 
ing means  until  after  he  came  to  America. 

In  18;')!  .lames  Peach  and  his  parents  came  to 
America  and  landing  in  New  York,  journeyed  at 
onee  to  Ann  Arb<M\  Mich.,  where  the  young  man 
engaged  in  various  kinds  of  employments  for  a 
short  time  and  then  entered  the  service  of  William 
St.  Clair,  with  wh<nn  he  remained  for  six  years. 
In  18()i  he  eame  to  (^reen  Oak  Township  where  he 
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urehased  a  farm  on  sccliou  H.  and  lieiv  he 
ide  his*  liome  from  that  time  to  this.  After 
g  to  tliii?  country  he  took  an  intelligent  in- 
in  party  movement**  and  allied  himself  with 
^puhlii*ans,  hut  he  is  now  more  actively  in- 
k1  in  IVohihition  movements.  The  Presbv- 
Church  is  the  relit^ious  body  with  which  he 
nnei'ted  himself  and  he  is  h»oked  upon  as  an 
it  liel|>er  therein. 

■  as  with  exceedin<i^ly  limited  means  that  this 
man  began  life  but  he  has  gained  a  hand- 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
ass  land.  He  devotes  considerable  time  and 
to  the  raising  of  st(x*k  and  makes  a  specialty 
3p.  Since  his  coming  to  this  country  he  has 
revisited  his  old  home  and  finds  much 
re  in  thus  reviving  the  memories  of  his 
clays. 


^ILLIAM  H.  WENK.     Of  the  many  wide- 
awake and  progressive   (terman- American 
settlers  in  this  StAte,  no  one   is  more    re- 
i  for   his  various  good  qualities  than  is  he 
name  adorns  the  head  of  this  sketch.    Clear- 
d,  with  a  good  reasoning  faculty,   and  being 
at  and  providential,  he    has  suc*ceeded  in  at- 
g  a  most  comfortable  position  in  agricultural 
He  was  born  Septem})er  28,  1820  in  Longen- 
in  the  province  of  Sachsea,  Prussia,  and  is  a 
John   C.  and   Mary  (Marhold)  Wenk,    who 
Kjrn  in   the   same   place    as  was  our  subject. 
kther  was  a  machinist  bv    trade.     He   served 

• 

r  wars,  all  of  which  were  directed  against 
eon  and  his  generals.  His  military  experi- 
xtends  over  a  period  of  eleven    years  during 

time  he  traveled  over  a  great  portion  of 
my,  Australia  and  France  and  was  subjected 
severest  military  disci i)line,  for  Prussia  is 
ous  for  the  severity  directed  against  its  sub- 
rho  are  drafted  into  service. 

subject's  father  was  twice  married,  he  of 
we  write  being  a  child  of   the    first   union 


an<l  one  of  three  children  born  to  his  i>arents,  of 
whom  two  grew  to  maturity — William  H.,  our  sub- 
ject, and  Christiana,  who  came  to  the  United 
States.  The  second  wife  was  Dorothea  Marhold,  a 
sister  of  the  first  wife.  She  was  the  mother  of  two 
children  whose  names  were  Christian  and  Joana, 
the  latter  of  whom  came  to  thelnited  Stjites.  Our 
subject's  father  died  DecemlKM*  (>,  1832.  The  con- 
sort of  his  youth  passed  away  in  1825,  and  his 
second  wife  departed  this  life  in  1846.  All  were 
membei*s  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  a  grandson  of 
Christopher  Wenk,  who  was  a  carpenter  and  served 
in  the  Prussian  Army  under  Frederick  III.  He 
was  the  father  of  two  sons  and  two  daugli- 
tei-s.  She  who  gave  our  subject  birtli  was  a 
daughter  of  Andreas  Marhold,  who  was  a  woolen 
weaver.  Reared  in  his  native  village,  William  H. 
Wenk  received  the  advantages  of  a  good  education 
in  his  native  land.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  be- 
gan to  learn  the  cooper's  trade,  at  which  he  worked 
for  four  years  without  any  remuneration.  This  he 
followed  until  he  came  to  the  United  States,  Octo- 
})er  10,  1852,  at  that  time  leaving  Germany  on 
board  the  sailing  vessel  "Hampton*'  and  landing 
in  New  York  City  February  8,  1858.  They  suf- 
fered a  stormy  and  perilous  voyage  and  more  than 
once  despaired  of  reaching  land. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  first  located  at  New- 
st<?ad,  Erie  county,  X.  V.,  P'ebruary  13,  1855.  He 
came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Oceola  where  he 
followed  his  trade  and  three  yeai*s  later  invested 
in  his  first  real-estate  ventui*e  in  this  country,  it 
comprising  ten  acres  which  he  farmed  in  connect- 
ion with  his  trade,  finally  acquiring  thirt3'  acres 
which  he  sold,  and,  April  12,  1875,  he  located  cm 
eighty  acres  whei-e  he  now  resides  on  section  20, 
Deerfield  township,  Livingston  County.  This  he 
has  gradually  reduced  to  the  most  perfect  state  of 
order  and  productiveness,  at  the  same  time  con- 
tinuing to  run  his  coopering  business.  The  fact 
that  Mr.  Wenk  was  without  a  dollar  when  he 
landed  in  f>rie  County  is  a  commentary  in  itself 
upon  the  untiring  industry  and  hopefulness  with 
which  he  has  devoted  himself  to  accumulatinsr  a 
property  that  shall  support  him  in  his  declining 
veal's. 
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Our  .subject  wai*  married  Seplenil>er  26,  1847,  to 
Miss  Ref)ecoii  Frauc4i>ea  Hertzer,  wlio  wa?*  l)orii  No- 
veinf)er  21,  1825.  in  the  same  eitv  as  was  lier  hus- 
hand.  Slie  is  a  daughter  of  Cliristian  and  Caroline 
(Tahl)  Ilertzer.  who  were  also  natives  of  her  own 
native  eity.  The  father  wa^-i  a  eooper  and  he  gave 
tc»  his  four  children  sueli  advantages  as  were  |k>s- 
sihle  in  his  >tation  of  life.  The  name>  of  tlie  eliil- 
dren  are,  R.  Frances,  Mary  F.,  Dr.  August  H.,  who 
resides  in  Nortli  Abington,  this  St^ite,  and  Kdward 
IL,  all  of  whom  eanu'  to  the  I'nited  States.  Mi-s. 
\Venk*>  ])arents  came  to  this  country  in  the  year 
<»f  1858,  landing  April  28,  after  an  oc^ean  voy- 
age of  Hx  weeks.  Ik)th  our  subject  and  his  wife 
are  adherents  to  the  Lutheran  faith  and  are  honored 
and  rc»sp*'cted  members  of  sfK'iety,  and  are  g<KKl 
illustrations  of  what  wilk  seconded  bv  energy,  can 
aceomplish  f rir  a  man  in  this  country. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wenk  have  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  on  March  (J.  18f)l>,  they  adoptt'd  William 
llarman.  He  and  his  wife — Nora  House,  in  her 
maiden  days,  reside  with  our  subject.  They  hnvr 
one  child,  nanuMl  Flora  Ilelmaine. 


\ 


^ 


ARRISON  TOBIAS.  The  immediate  gene- 
alogy <>f  our  subject  reads  a>  followM  Har- 
rison Tobias  is  a  >o]i  of  Henry  and  Henri- 
etta  (Lake)  Tol)ias,  iiatiyo  of  Livinir>ton 
County.  N.  V.  On  lM>ginninir  their  (lome>tie  life 
they  souiifht  to  laise  tiieir  >tandard  as  hiirh  as  nos- 
sible,  and  the  \\\o  sons  and  three  daugiiters  tiiat 
came  to  them,  if  tiiey  did  not  have  the  luxuries 
that  money  could  Imy.  at  least  had  the  advantaiifc 
of  the  valuable  iuheiitance  of  an  honorable  and 
unstained  name.  Our  subject's  father  served  as  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  a  farmer  and 
at   (luitt'  an   early   daN    remoyed    to    I'eunsylyania. 

1  •  •  • 

and   after  spending  ten  years  in  tlie  (Quaker  State, 
he  removt'd  to  Liyin<iston  Comity.  .Mich. 

Five   years  wert'  passed   by   the  oriirinal   of  our 
sketch    in    the    place   to   which    he   first   came.      He 


then  removed  to  Ingham  County  and  settled  on  a 
farm  of  twenty  acres,  which  he  later  sold,  investing 
in  eighty  acres,  which  he  also  sold.     Mrs.  Uenrietta 
Tobias   died    in    1865.     The   old   gentleman    wat* 
again  married  to  Elizabeth  Plum,  who  did  not  sur- 
vive a  givat  while.     Probably  worn  out  by  pioneer 
life  which  he  had  cxi)erienc«d  in  both  Livingston 
and  Ingliam  Counties,  Henry  Tobias  died  in  1878. 
Harrison  Tobias  was  lK>rn  May  25,  1843,  in  Liv- 
ingston   County,    Mich.,   and    remained  at  home 
most  of  the  time  until  he  reached  maturity.     His 
boylnM>d  and  early  manhood  years  were  employed 
<ui   the  home  farm.     On  reaching  his  majority  h( 
worked  out  for  a  time  bv  the  month  and  tin alU%  o] 
Si'ptember  If),  1870,  he  persuaded  Miss  Delia  Haddy 
to  leave  a  life  of  single  blessedness  and  takeupthi 
threads  of  a  new  existence  with  him.     Their  nup 
tials    were    solemnized    in     Williamston,    Inghai 
Conn  ty .     M rs.  T< )l nas  is  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Hadd\ 
a  native  of  (iermanv  and  one  of  the  earlv  settles 
of   Wheattield   Township.     His  first  acquisition  c 
property  here  was  forty  acres,  to  which  he  late 
added  one  hundred  and  sixtv  acres,  and  to  this  I" 
bent  bis  t'liergics  in  clearing  and  improving.     Mr 
Tobias'    mother    was    before   her   marriage   Sai 
Kcker  and  she  and   her  husband  were  the  i)aren 
of  nine  children.     Mr.  Haddy   has  alwavs  been 
farmer,  being  one  of  the  progressive  men  wholia> 
made  Ingham  County  notable  for  their  fine  fa 
and  go<Kl  class  nf  buildings.     He  came  to  Michi^ 
about  18t2-l.S. 

Mr.>.  Tobias  was  born  .lune    1,    1847,   in   Whca^ 
Held  'rown<iiip.     Since  her  marriage  with  our  su 
ject  live  children  have  been   l)orn  to  them.     Tli 
are   Hat  tie.    Mamie.   Charles,   Etta   and  Ida. 
eldest  daughter  is  now  the  wife  of  George  R  Ha^=^' 
kell  and  resides  on  a  farm  in  Wheatfield  Townshig''^ 
The  children  are  all  bright  and  accomplished  3'oun^ 
people,  who  are  greatly  respected   in   the  commu- 
nity   in    which    they    live.     Our  subject    in    1875 
bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  S(mie  of  which  hesold, 
but  has  added  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.     He 
has  cleare<l  about  forty  acres  and  has  erected  some 
good    building."^.     Following  in   the  wake  of  the 
popular  political  belief,  our  subject  is  a  Democrat. 
Mrs.  Tobias'  great-grandfather,  Isaac  Haddy,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  regular  army  of  (4ermany. 


-*e 
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R.  GEORGE   D.  GREEN.     The   gentleman 

whose  portrait  appears  on  the  opposite  page 

has  arrived  at  that  age  when  one  expects  to 
me  evidence  of  his  early  work.  Success  rarely 
IS  the  efforts  until  the  second  score  of  years 
?en  reached,  and  indeed,  a  man's  character  is 
jally  fixed  until  his  fortieth  year  has  lx»en  at- 
l.  Though  having  as  a  young  man  to  com- 
ith  many  obstacles  that  were  in  the  way  of 
ogress,  Dr.  Green  surmounted  them  all,  and 
lay  one  of  the  best  men  and  most  popular 
3ian  in  the  town  of  Mason.  He  is  a  follower 
;  new  school  of  medicine  that  was  instituted 
.hnemann,  and  which  believes  in  that  evasive 
ific  theory,  the  potentiality  of  dilution. 

Green  was  born  at  Albion,  Orleans  County, 
»  DjBceml)er  13,  IHol,  and  is  a  son  of  Velorus 
'ordelia  (Olmstead)  CJreen,  both  natives  of 
York,  the  father  born  in  Oswego  and  the 
»r  somewhere  in  the  Mohawk  Valley.  His 
)r  died  when  he  was  but  nine  yeai-s  of  age, 
lus  the  bond  that  made  the  domestic  life  was 
id  and  he  was  thereafter  ignorant  of  the  real 
ng  of  a  home  until  he  formed  one  for  him- 
Ile  worked  by  the  month  u[)on  a  farm  and 
led  school  during  the  winters,  keeping  this 
til  he  reached  the  age  of  sixteen  yeai-s,  when 
ne  to  Holt  County,  this  Stiite. 
m  his  advent  in  Michigan,  Dr.  Green  was 
ved  at  first  as  a  farm  laborer  and  thus  he 
d  until  twenty-one  years  of  ago,  attending 

during  the  winter  time.  On  reaching  his 
ity,  he  went  to  West  liay  City,  where  he  en- 

in  the  Keystone  Salt  and  Lumber  Company, 
y  and  inspecting  lumber,  and  he  remained  in 
iploy  of  this  company  for  about  four  years, 
vhich  he  returned  to  Holt,  where  he  was  mar- 
0  Miss  Ellen  F.  Watscm.  November  1(5,  1874. 

the  daughter  of  William  H.  Watson,  of  Holt, 
m  County,  this  State.  After  taking  upon 
f  this  sacred  obligation  he  began  farming  on 
n  account,  and  followed  the  calling  of  agri- 
e  until  the  fall  of  1H88,  when  he  went  to 
Irbor,  Mich.,  and  was  there  engaged  in  study 

medical  department  of  the  college  for  two 

He  then  went   to   Chicago,   entering   the 

mann    College.     Here  he  was  graduated    in 


1885,  his  earnest  work  in  this  department  receiving 
its  due  reward  by  honorable  mention. 

After  obtaining  his  diploma,  Dr.  Green  first  be- 
gan practicing  his  profession  in  Morrice,  Shiawas- 
see County,  this  State,  but  in  1889,  removed  to 
Mason  where  he  has  since  l)een  and  where  he  is 
engaged  in  an  extensive  practice.  He  has  a  l)eau- 
tiful  residence  upon  one  of  the  choice  residence 
streets  of  the  town,  and  this  is  presided  over  most 
gracefully  by  his  estimable  wife.  Their  union  has 
l>een  blessed  by  the  advent  of  three  children:  Mabel 
E.,  Mattie  C.  and  Harold  S.  The  eldest,  who  was 
born  in  Delhi  Township,  June  I,  1876,  is  a  bright 
young  girl  and  is  advanced  for  her  years,  in  her 
studies,  l)eing  now  in  the  eighth  grade  in  the 
Mason  public  school.  Mattie  C.  was  born  at  Holt, 
February  19,  1881,  while  the  son,  Harold  S.,  was 
born  at  Morrice  June  10,  1889.  Dr.  Green  is 
a  progressive  and  aspiring  nature  that  will  not 
recognize  defeat  or  discouragement  and  by  these 
characteristics  his  success  in  the  future  is  assured. 


.^ 


s 


RANK  C.  BENNEIT.  It  has  often  been 
1^  observed  that  business  capacity  is  an  in- 
herited trait  and  that  to  one  who  has  this 
characteristic  opportunities  for  success  seem  to 
come  almost  unsought.  Social  and  educational 
advantages  of  course  add  to  the  capability  of  such 
a  man,  but  he  must  have  these  native  traits  in 
order  to  succeed  in  life  in  a  business  way.  Such 
capabilities  belong  to  our  subject,  who  is  engaged 
in  steam  and  hot  water  heating,  plumbing  and 
gasfitting  and  who  handles  beside^s  an  extensive 
stock  of  general  furnishing  household  goods. 

Mr.  Bennett,  who  is  one  of  the  Board  of  Alder- 
men of  I^insing,  Ingham  County,  was  born  in 
Bethlehem,  now  a  part  of  the  city  of  Albany, 
N.  v.,  June  15,  1853.  His  father,  Sanford  Bennett, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  city  and  his  grandfather 
who  bore  the  same  name,  camo  from  Connecticut. 
He  took  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  near  Albany 
which  he  cultivated  until  he  removed  toPenn  Yan 
in  Yates  County,  where  he    died    in    1859.     The 
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family  is  of  Scotch  desciMit  and  Inja^ts*  tlic  ]K>S!*es- 
sion  of  }>luo  l)loo<l.  Tlie  father,  who  was  a  <j^mdu- 
ato  of  the  department  of  hiw  of  tlie  Inivei-sity  of 
New  York  at  Albany,  practiced  his  profession  for 
awliiie  and  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Associate 
Justice  of  a  lower  court  and  durinj?  the  war  acted 
as  enr(»llin^  otticer.  Ijiter  he  went  into  the  mer- 
cantile business  anfl  in  1W74  came  to  I^msinir. 
where  lie  located  and  is  livinjjf  a  retired  life.  He 
was  stronjif  in  his  convictions.  In^tli  as  to  political 
and  relisiious  mattei*s,  and  was  identifit'd  with  the 
Republican  party  and  Pres}>vtcrian  (lunch. 

The  nu)ther  of  our  sulgect  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  KlizalR*th  J.  Consfdon.and  she  was  also  a  native 
of  Albanv.  Her  father,  William  T.  ("onir<h>n.  was 
lK)rn  near  l^iston.  He  carried  on  a  .siwmill  and  a 
knitting  mill  on  the  Norman  Skill  (reek  neai- 
Albany.  His  daughter,  the  mother  of  our  subject. 
is  now  fiftv-eijjfht  vears  of  ajLfe  and  has  three  sons 
—  William  S.,  who  is  lKK>kkeeper  with  his  brother: 
F.  ('.,  and  Clinton  C..  wiio  i^  a  travelinir  >nlesnian 
with  his  headquarters  at  Cleveland.  Ohio. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  reare<l  and  educated 
in  AUmny,  taking  a  couise  in  the  Albany  lliizli 
S<*liool  and  at  the  ai»e  of  aI>ont  sixteen  years  lie 
learned  enj»:ineerinir,  makinj;  a  specialty  of  station- 
ary engines.  Even  before  comintc  to  Lansinu  lie 
was  employed  by  the  Walworth  Man u fact nrinu 
Company  of  IU)ston.  It  was  in  the  winter  of 
1871-72  that  he  came  to  this  eitv  and  ennaired  in 
enijineerin*^  here  in  the  mills  and  took  charirc  of 
the  steam  heatinii  in  the  Airricultural  Colleoc.  He 
was  still  in  the  employ  of  the  Walworth  Manu- 
facturiuir  Company  and  while  the  capitol  was 
lKMn<r  finished  he  lK»came  foreman  of  the  steam- 
heatin<i  department,  which  he  held  until  the  close 
of  the  job.  lie  then  acted  in  the  same  caj)acity 
for  the  work  on  the  Ionia  Prison  and  also  on  the 
Pontiac  Asvlum.  All  of  these  1  a rifc  contracts  irave 
him  the  luMiefit  of  a  broad  experience.  lie  re- 
mained in  the  emi)loy  of  this  Boston  firm  until 
about  the  vear  1H71),  when  thev  closed  their  work 
in  Michiiran  and  our  subject  ceased  his  connection 
with  them. 

^Ir.  Bennett,  in  IHHO,  started  the  furnishinir 
business  in  which  he  now  is  and  took  as  partner 
Mr.  Jae(iues  foi*  a  short  time  and  then    Mr.    White 


for  a  few  months,  since  wliich  lie  has  carried  on  the 
business  alone,  gradually  increasing  it.  In  18X5  he 
bought  the  plumlnng  establishment  of  Charle?; 
Herrick,  and  took  ^as  liis^  partner  in  that  line]  of 
work  Georije  T.  (iordon.  The  basement  'of^liis 
establishment  is  devoted  to  that  branch  of  the 
business — general  plumbing  and  water  and  steam- 
heating.  He  keei)s  from  twelve  to  fifteen  men  at 
work  an<l  takes  c<jn tracts  for  large  jobs.  In  his 
store  he  keeps  everything  in  the  line  of  general 
house  furnishing'and  lias  a  fine  stoi-cix>om.  22x9<» 
feet,  liesides  other  real  estate,  he  owns  a  plea.sant 
residenec  at  No.  307  Walnut  Street. 

The  marriage  of   Mr.  liennclt.  which  t4K)k    plaei' 
MaN    M),    IH7H,    united  him  with  Miss   Assies  S. 
Wiley  wli<>  was  born  in  I^nsing,  her  parents   hav- 
ini>  been  earlv  settlei-s  here.     Tlieir  three  childriMi 
aie  Frane.  Carrie  and  Aggie.     Besides    filling   the 
olliee  of   Ablerman  as  he  is  now  doing  for  the  Sih*- 
ond   W.-ird.  our   subject    was   Su]>ervi9or    for  one 
ti-rni.   lie  was  the  only  Republican  Alderman  elec- 
ted tiii>  vt'ar  (IH:)1)    and   there  are    <mlv  two   of 
that  party  now  in  theCouncil.  He  is  identified  w^ith 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being  now 
Noble  (irand  in  Lodge,  No.  4;').    He  is  also  a  mem- 
Ik'i  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and 
(»f  the  Kniirhts  of  Pythias.     He  is  prominently  ac- 
tive in  the  Fii-st    Presbvtenan  Church  at    LAnsinu: 
and    is    a   very   infiuential  man  in  his  party.  lH*inir 
often  made  doleuate  to  countv  conventions. 


i)*@I^M 


-•-» 


OHN  J.  nrnj:.  Those  of  us  who  have 
I  encountered  difllcidties  in  life,  such  as  come 
to  men  who  are  striving  to  l>etter  their 
financial  condition,  imagine  that  we  know 
what  "hard  times"  means,  but  if  we  could  coni|wre 
our  experiences  with  those  of  the  gentleman  whos«* 
nanu'  we  give,  wt'  would  c<mclude  that  we  could 
not  even  spell  the  beginning  of  this  much-ustHl 
term.  When  a  man  has  cut  his  road  tlin>u»:h 
denst'  forests  from  the  outer  world  to  his  farm,  has 
built  a  log  cabin  and  lived  in  it  five  years  l>efore 
any  team  of  either  neighbor  or  traveler  passed  hi^ 
door,  or  before  he  could  see  the  smoke  from  anv 
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cabin  but  his  own,  and  had  struggled  tlirough 
poverty  and  scarcity  of  opportunities  to  gain  a 
bare  subsistence,  we  may  well  believe  that  he 
knows  the  full  definition  of  the  term,  ''hard  times." 

This  pioneer  farmer  resides  on  section  7,  of  the 
township  of  Leslie  and  was  bom  in  Men tz,  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  June  14,  1812,  being  the  son  of 
Jabez  and  Betsey  (Ay res)  Tuttle,  natives  of  New 
Jersey  and  New  York  respectively.  Jabez  Tuttle 
first  saw  the  light  in  Elizabeth  town,  N.  J.,  in  1761, 
and  while  still  a  young  man  he  removed  after  his 
marriage  to  Mentz,  N.  Y.,  where  he  and  his  good  wife 
made  their  home  for  the  remainder  of  their  days.  lie 
was  a  pioneer  there  and  followed  both  carpentering 
and  farming,  and  also  operated  a  distillery  on 
his  farm  for  many  years,  for  in  those  days  tem- 
perance I'eform  had  not  begun  and  distilling  was 
considered  a  very  reputable  calling.  This  pioneer 
was  also  a  Revolutionary  soldier  for  a  short  time 
and  also  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  He  l)ecame  a 
Whig  and  upon  the  organization  of  the  Republi- 
can party  joined  that  body,  but  never  took  any 
part  in  public  service.  Notwithstanding  his  war- 
like experience,  he  was  ever  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Society  of  Friends,  while  his  wife  was  an  ear- 
nest and  zealous  meml)er  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  She  was  bom  on  Long  Island,  N.  Y., 
about  the  year  1771  and  died  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-six years. 

These  parents  were  blessed  with  four  sons  and 
three  daughtei*s,  namely:  Pha»be,  Sallie,  Hannahs 
Benjamin,  James  B.,  John  J.  and  Samuel.  James 
B.  and  John  J.  are  the  only  survivors  of  the 
family  and  they  were  reared  upon  their  father's 
farm.  Our  subject  remained  at  home  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  at  which  time  he 
was  bound  out  to  learn  the  blacksmith's  trade  in 
Auburn,  N.  Y.,  but  not  liking  the  man  to  whom 
he  was  apprenticed  he  ran  away,  and  going  to 
Weedsport,  N.  Y.,  there  served  an  apprenticeship 
for  three  years  at  the  tanner's  and  currier's  trade. 
He  then  engaged  in  the  tauniug  business,  using 
his  father's  old  still-house  on  the  home  farm  as  a 
tannery, and  carried  on  this  business  for  two  years. 

During  the  Black  Hawk  War  he  took  a  contract 
from  the  Government  to  butcher  and  supply  the 
friendly  Indians  with  meat  and   was  located    at 


Chicago,  which  was  then  a  village  of  perhaps  one 
thousand  inhabitants.  He  at  that  time  owned  a 
half  acre  of  land  on  which  the  Tremont  House  in 
that  city,  and  which,  if  he  had  held  it  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  would  have  made  him  immensely  wealthy; 
but  Chicago  comer  lots  had  not  seen  the  advance 
which  they  now  hold  and  he  disposed  of  his  prop- 
erty. 

In  November,  1834,  this  gentleman  returned  to 
New  York  and  followed  farming  for  two  years, 
when  he  decided  to  give  up  his  work  there  and 
come  West.  It  was  in  the  fall  of  1837  that  he 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  forest  land  where  he 
now  resides  in  Leslie,  Ingham  County,  and  in  the 
following  spring  he  brought  his  family  to  the  new 
homestead.  Thev  came  from  Auburn  to  Detroit 
by  water  and  from  Detroit  io  his  farm  by  team 
through  the  woods,  cutting  their  way  through  the 
heavy  timber. 

Nothing  was  so  scarce  as  money  in  those  days 
and  often  when  the  family  received  a  letter  from 
the  East  it  would  be  weeks  before  they  could 
obtain  the  two  shillings  which  must  be  paid  for  its 
delivery.  They  struggled  along  through  difficul- 
ties which  to  the  modern  man  would  seem  insur- 
mountable, but  never  faltered  nor  fainted  by  the 
way.  With  his  own  right  arm  and  his  own  trusty 
ax  he  cleared  the  timber  from  one  hundred  acres 
of  his  farm,  and  with  the  help  of  othere  has  cleared 
another  one  hundred  acres.  For  several  years  he 
was  surrounded  by  Indians  and  wild  beasts,  but  as 
he  was  always  friendly  and  true  in  his  dealings 
with  the  red  man  he  had  no  trouble  with  him.  He 
has  added  to  his  possessions  until  he  now  has  one 
thousand  and  forty  acres  all  in  one  body,  a  portion 
of  which  he  gives  to  his  son. 

Mr.  Tuttle  is  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  this 
county  and  has  made  his  property  by  hard  labor 
as  he  has  never  speculated.  Besides  his  farm  prop- 
erty he  also  owns  farm  property  in  Leslie  and  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  People's  Bank,  in  which  he  has 
been  a  Director  since  its  organization.  He  is  a 
man  of  ver}-  decided  convictions  and  is  strong  in 
his  preference  for  and  belief  in  the  Republican 
party.  During  the  days  of  the  Civil  War  he  was 
Township  Supervisor  and  has  been  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  fourteen   years,  besides  filling   various 
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t(»wnship  offices.  lie  has  placed  all  tlie  improve- 
nients  which  are  now  to  Ih'  seen  upon  his  farm 
and  has  a  lanj^e  two-story  fi*aine  house,  l>esides 
excellent  l)arns,  and  his  land  is  amon<jf  the  Hnest 
tracts  to  Ix'  foun<l  in  ln<;ham  Count  v. 

The  niarriaufe  of  this  pioneer  ^entlenuin  took 
place  March  12,  1836,  and  he  then  took  to  witV 
Miss  Kinnia  A.  Warren, of  Palmyra,  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  who  was  born  in  Camden,  N.  J.,  April  (>, 
1812.  She  was  a  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
(Horn)  Warren  and  <^randdau*^hter  of  (len.  Wnr- 
ren  of  Revolutionary  fame.  Mrs.  Tutllc  died  Sep- 
t.Mnl)er  2,  1887.  lenvinsif  three  children.  Her  eUU*st. 
Sarah  J.  is  now  the  wife  of  Daniel  Frarv,  a  fanner 
in  this  townslii]),  and  she  is  the  mother  of  three 
children,  KlizalK»th,  Kmma  and  Blanche.  'I'lie 
next  child  is  Ojj^den  \'.,  a  farmer  in  this  township 
who  married  Miss  Klizal)eth  McArthur  of  New 
York  and  has  two  children.  Artie  .1.  :ui<l  (iraee. 
The  younti:est  child,  Celestia,  died  when  n  heauti- 
ful  yimnji:  lady  of  eiifhteen  years.  The  inaii:iiilieent 
record  which  this  gentleman  lia>  made  and  tlie 
honorable  character  whieli  he  sustains,  form  a 
bri<rht  spot  in  the  annals  of  hii^liam  County,  for 
his  wealth  has  not  been  made  out  of  tlie  necessities 
and  distres-^^s  of  his  fellow-men  but  lia<  been  lion- 
orably  accjuired  and  is  his  by  every  limlit.  lH)th 
human  and  divine. 


\ 
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ON.  COKNKLirs  .V.(;()\Vi:i{.the  Superin- 
1^  tendenl  of  the  Stale  Reform  Si-hool  at 
I^nnsinu:,  Inyfham  County,  was  boin  in  Al>- 
{\^!  bott,  ^le..  ,hilv  .S.  184').  He  is  a  son  of 
Cornelius  N.  and  Abiirail  (Hawes)  (lower,  the* 
former  of  whom  was  also  l^orn  in  Maine  and  thert' 
made  his  home  until  his  son  and  our  subject  had 
attained  years  of  manhood.  He  of  whom  we  write 
received  the  fundamental  j)ortion  of  his  education 
in  hi^  boyhood's  home  and  took  the  preparatory 
course  for  collesre  at  AVaterville,  aftei'  whi4'h  lu' 
attended  Colby  Cni versify  in  the  same  city  in  his 
native  State.  He  completed  his  course,  however, 
at  the  I'niversity  of  Michifran  beiuij;  irraduated  in 


1807,  at  which  time  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts 
was  conferred  u|)on  him.  Prior  to  his  graduation 
and  during  the  intervals  of  his  oollege  course  he 
taught  three  wintei's  cm  the  coast  of  Maine  and 
also  in  .Massiichusi»tts.  His  early  life  was  si)ent  on 
a  farm. 

After  graduating  he  engaged  in  teaching  for 
one  year,  during  which  time  he  was  employed  in 
the  High  Sclund  at  Ann  .\rlK>r.  At  the  same  time 
he  was  a  student  in  the  law  de[mrtmeut  of  the 
I'niversity.  In  18()8  he  was  invited  to  l^ecome 
Principal  <>f  the  public  school  at  Kenton,  Midi., 
and  there  remained  for  thix*e  yeai*s,  when  he  was 
elected  Su|)erintendcnt  for  (iene.*4ee  County.  This 
position  he  tilled  f<n*  threi*  yeai*s  during  which  he 
diseharged  the  duties  incident  to  the  oltice  most 
satisfactorily.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he 
I'esigned  in  or<ler  to  accept  the  jxwition  of  Super- 
intendent in  the  eity  si'hools  of  Saginaw.  He  entered 
upon  his  duties  in  1871,  and  in  1878  while  still  so 
euiraged  he  was  appointed  by  (iov.  Crosswell  as 
Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction  to  fill  a 
vacancy  made  by  the  resiufuation  of  Hon.  H.  S. 
Tarbell.  The  same  fall  he  received  a  c*ompliment 
paid  to  his  able  discharge  of  the  duties  incident  to 
that  otlice  hy  an  election  to  the  i)lace,  and  airaiu 
in   \HHi)  was  re-eU'cted. 

In  iM'bruary.  1881  he  was  ap)H)int«d  Su]K?rin- 
tendent  of  the  State  Reform  S<'hool.  Here  he  has 
remained  cviT  since,  and  the  succ*ess  of  that  insti- 
tution is  due  in  no  small  degree  to  his  able  admin- 
istrati<m.  Mr.  (iower  was  united  in  marriasje  at 
Fen  ton.  Septcml>er  12,  1871,  to  ^Iis*i  Dora  L. 
Walton,  of  the  same  city  in  which  their  marriatre 
was  solemnized.  They  are  the  pai*ents  of  three 
children  who  are  Helen  1).,  Charles  A.  and  C  lara 
A.  They  are  all  young  people  of  whom  their 
parents  ma\  well  1k'  i)roud.  Naturally  hriirht  and 
surrounded    from   earliest    years  with    those   inllu- 

• 

ences  that  would  naturally  develop  the  l)est  side 
of  their  naturo.  they  early  dis|)layed  an  unusual 
riclnu'ss  <>f  character.  .Mrs.  (Jower  is  a  native  of 
Ilartland.  Livingston  C< unity,  this  State,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Karl  K.  and  Helen  Walton.  The 
father  of  our  subject  is  still  living,  residing  in 
AVis<'(msin. 

Mr.  (i<nver  is  the  President  of  the  Beacon    Pub- 
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ILshiiig  Company,  of  wliidi  a  hij»torv  may  be  foiiii<l 
under  the  biotrraphieal  stketcli  of  the  Rev.  V.  II. 
lk»ale  in  another  part  of  tliis  Aluim.  The  la.st 
named  gentleman  is  seeretary  and  editor  of  this 
paper,  which  is  the  State  oriran  of  the  C'onji:rega-v 
tional  Society.  It  was  purchased  by  the  present 
company  in  1887  and  has  an  extensive  circulation 
throughout  the  State.  Our  subject  has  for  the 
past  eight  yeai*s  l>een  intimately  connected  with 
Messrs.  K,  IJement  <Vr  Sons,  manufacturers,  and 
when  the  firm  was  iiu*orporated,  he  wa^  elected  the 
first  Vice-President  and  he  has  ever  since  held 
that  position.  He  has  ever  taken  a  deej)  interest 
in  reliofious  matters  as  may  Ik»  inferred  from  his 
connection  with  so  important  a  religious  organ  as 
the  Beacon,    For  several  veai>  he  has  lK*en  a  mem- 

• 

ber  of  the  State  Committee  on  Home  Missions  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  the  work  that  he  has 
accomplished  while  in  this  position  has  not  l>een 
inconsiderable.  Mr.  (iower  is  a  meml>er  and  gen- 
erous supiKirter  of  the  Plymouth  Congregational 
Church  of  this  city,  lie  is  a  Knight  Templar,  but 
is  not  largely  interested  in  secret  societies,  hav- 
ing all  that  he  can  attend  to  in  his  own  profes- 
sional line  and  his  church  work,  lie  is  a  man  who 
is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  all  the  ])eople  of 
the  community.     Politically  he  is  a  Republican. 


1  I  1 
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\i  AMES  W.  TILLOTSON.  Biographies  of 
successful  men  are  most  useful  a.»<  guides  and 
incentives  to  others  and  hence  a  volume  of 
^  this  character,  containing  the  life  recf>rds  of 
the  most  ])rominent  and  representative  citizens  of 
the  county,  .serves  to  stimulate  the  young  and  in- 
vite their  emulation.  Mr.  Tillotson  is  well  known 
throughout  Ingham  County  as  an  infiuential 
fanner  and  business  man  of  Lansing  Township, 
where  he  resides  on  section  8.  His  fine  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-five  acre,*^  adjoins  the  city 
of  Lansing  and  forms  a  beautiful  contrast,  with  its 
waving  grain  and  green  orchards,  to  the  imposing 
structures  of  the  capital  city. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  ^Ir.  Tillotson  bore 
the  name  of  Zadock  Tillotson,  and  was  a  native  of 


New  York,  of  English  extraction.  The  immediate 
Ijrogenitoi-s  of  our  subject  were  Erastus  A.  and 
Phidelia  (Mather)  Tillotson,  the  former  a  native 
of  the  Empire  Stati*  and  the  latter  Iwjrn  in  Ohio. 
It  was  in  the  latter  State  that  their  destinies  for 
life  were  united  in  1841,  the  ceremony  beihg  i>er- 
formed   at    the   bride *s  home   in    Medina  Countv. 

• 

Only  two  children  blessed  their  happy  married  life 
— James  W.,  of  this  sketch,  being  the  elder,  and 
born  August  i>,  1843.  His  brother,  Erastus,  now 
engaged  in  the  postal  service  and  a  resident  of 
Omaha,  Xeb.,  was  born  in  184;'),  on  ()ctolK»r  3. 
His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Laura  Williams. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  gained  a 
common -school  educatitm  by  taking  advantage  of 
all  the  opportunities  afl'orded  by  the  district  in 
which  he  resided,  in  the  meantime  he  gained  a 
thorough  practitral  knowledge  of  agriculture  in  its 
various  departments  and  l)ecame  well  fitted  to  take 
charge  of  a  farm  of  his  own.  Naturally,  when  the 
time  came  for  him  to  select  a  callins;  in  life  he 
chose  agriculture,  and  the  success  which  has  at- 
tended his  efl'ort^  proves  the  wisdom  of  his  choice. 
l*ntil  he  was  nineteen  vears  old  he  remained  with 
his  father,  but  at  that  age  started  out  in  life  for 
himsc^lf. 

In  1864,  Mr.  Tillotson  came  West  to  Michigan, 
of  whose  advant^Hges  much  was  said  in  those*  days 
and  from  whose  fertile  soil  it  was  predicted  for- 
tunes could  l»e  gained.  .Vfter  he  located  here  he 
rn*st  worked  by  the  month  and  wii*eful  economy 
enabled  him  to  soon  make  a  purchase  of  property 
for  himself.  In  1873  he  was  married  to  Miss  Bald- 
win, and  one  daughter  was  born  to  them — Nina 
M.,  whose  natal  day  was  April  20,  1874.  She  is 
now  attending  sch(X>l  in  the  city  of  tensing  and 
is  (juite  jn-oficient  in  her  studies.  She  brightens 
the  home  of  her  father  and  isnot  only  the  object  of 
his  devoted  interest,  but  also  that  of  her  grand- 
nu)ther,  Mrs.  Phidelia  Tillotson,  who  presides  with 
dignity  and  grace  over  the  household  of  her  son. 
A  gravel  mine  or  bank   on    Mr.  Tillot^jn's  farm 

• 

furnishes  thousands  of  tons  of  gravel  ff)r  street 
purpo*4es  in  the  c^ty  of  Lansing  and  is  a  consider- 
able source  of  revenue.  Mr.  Tillotson  devotes  his 
attention  to  mixed  farming  and  finds  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  varic»d  duties  a,*  a  citizen  andagricul- 
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turist,  abundant  opportunity  for  his  energy  and 
ability  to  be  utilized.  His  father  bought  the  farm 
which  is  now  his  property,  in  1851,  it  being  then 
all  timber  land,  and  containing  few  evidenc^es  of 
its  present  prosi>erity.  But  the  father  survived  to 
see  a  city  grow  up  from  a  wilderness.  He  died 
July  7,  1887,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy  yeai-s. 
The  mother,  as  above  stated,  is  still  living  in  the 
enjoyment  of  good  health  and  with  faculties  un- 
impaired. 

In  politics  Mr.  Tillotson  adheres  to  tlie  princi- 
ples of  the  Republican  party  and  cast  his  fii*st  vote 
for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1864.  S(K*ially  he  belong.*^ 
to  the  Lansing  I^odge,  No.  33,  A.  F.  iV  A.  M.  The 
mother  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 


m>^^^r<m 


ROF.  ROBERT  BAHKKH.  One  of  the 
ij  most  touching  tributes  which  was  oivcn 
by  ''the  common  people"  to  our  Saviour 
when  on  earth  was  that  ''He  maketh  the 
blind  to  see.''  Men  of  benevolence  and  st-ien title 
research  have  followed  in  His  sacred  steps  in  work- 
ing for  those  to  whom  sight  has  been  denied,  and 
in  alleviating  the  misfortune  which  has  fallen  upon 
them.  Many  skillful  oculist.s  have  lironi»ht  the 
sweet  light  of  day  to  'Hhose  who  sat  in  darkness", 
and  where  this  has  })een  inip(>s>il)le  the  iH'nevolent 
and  wise  have  sought  out  means  of  mitigating  thc^ 
affliction  by  giving  such  instruction  as  shall  luing 
the  unfortunate  ernes  within  the  circle  of  human 
inti^lligence,  thus  ])reaking  down  some  of  the  I>ars 
wliich  had  risen  up  ]>etween  them  and  their  fellow- 
men.  To  give  a  sketch  of  the  life  and  work  of  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Michigan  School  for  the 
Blind  is  a  task  to  which  we  gladly  respond. 

This  gentleman  was  I>orn  in  Ik^rry  Township, 
Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  May  13.  1 827.  and  there  he 
grew  to  manhood.  His  father,  .Joseph  Barker,  was 
born  in  J^incolnshire,  England,  and  the  grandfather, 
John,  was  an  English  weaver  ami  a  farmer  after 
coming  to  America,  which  diange  of  residence  he 
made  alnnit  the  year  1812.  He  was  a  devout 
member  of  the  Church  of  England  and  died   in 


Orleans  Count}-,  N.  Y.,  to  which  he  had  removed 
from  Ontario  County.  The  father,  who  came  to 
America  at  the  age  of  thirteen  followed  farming, 
as  we  have  said,  in  Berry  Township,  until  his  death 
at  the  age  of  seventy -seven  years.  He  was  a  sturdy 
rlacksonian  Democrat  in  his  political  views. 

Tlie  mother  of  our  subject  came  of  an  old  New 
England  family,  and  was  early  made  an  orphan  by 
tlie  death  of  her  father.  She  was  bom  in  Benning- 
ton, Vt.,  and  !>ore  the  maiden  name  of  Submit 
Cowles.  She  died  in  Berry  Township  at  the  age 
of  liftv  veai>  having  been  the  mother  of  nine  chil- 
dren,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  third  in  order 
of  age.  He  attended  the  common  school  and  after 
that  took  a  course  of  study  in  Melville  Academy, 
and  when  eigliteen  years  old  he  l)egan  teaching. 
Having  s|)ent  two  terms  at  the  teacher's  desk  he 
entered  the  New  York  State  Normal  »School  at  Al- 
bany which  was  at  that  time  the  only  normal  school 
in  the  country  and  for  which  he  was  so  weHprepared 
that  he  was  able  to  enter  the  junior  class.  He 
graduated  in   1818  at  the  age  of  twenty-one. 

The  young  man  now  entered  the  profession  of 
teaching  in  earni^st  and  taught  one  year  in  Kog'le 
llarhor,  one  year  in  Palmyra,  and  three  years  at 
(idieva.  In  IHo.S  he  went  to  Tennessee  and 
traveled  in  that  State  and  Kentucky.  At  Paducah 
he  had  a  position  tendered  him  as  Professor  of 
Mathematics  and  Natural  Sciences  in  Paducah 
College.  He  accepted  this  chair  and  at  the  end  of 
a  vear  removed  to  the  Paducah  Female  Seminary, 
of  which  he  became  Principal,  but  after  five  years 
was  offered  the  principalship  of  Winchester  Female 
Institute  which  he  accepted  and  held  for  four 
years. 

• 

During  Prof.  Barker's  sojourn  in  the  South  he 
had  a  varied  experience  and  saw  a  great  deal  of 
guerrilla  warfare.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Kentucky 
Home  (iuards  frcmi  the  time  of  its  organization 
until  it  disbanded,  and  was  ever  fearless  and  out- 
spoken in  his  loyalty  to  the  Union  flag.  In  August, 
lM(i4  he  came  to  Lansing  and  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile pui-snits  for  a  short  time,  and  then  undertook 
for  al)out  three  years  the  work  of  a  S]>ecial  super- 
vising agent  for  the  .Etna  Fire  Insurance  Company 
in  Michigan,  and  was  also  bookkeeper  for  the  Ionia 
(t  Lansing  Bail  road  for  one  year.     He  was  engaged 
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in  the  manufaoture  of  drain  tile  and  hriek,  which 
Im^4ine8^>  he  carried  on  from  1871  to  1888,  and  in 
•lanuary,  1889  lie  iKJcamo  Steward  and  bookkeeper 
in  the  Miehigfan  School  for  the  Hlind.  The  manage- 
ment of  thij*  school  wjis  so  pleased  with  this  gentle- 
man's intelligence  and  appreciated  so  highly  the 
broad  experience  which  he  had  gained  that  after 
MX  months  in  the  institution  in  this  sul)ordinate 
|>o8ition  he  was  tendered  the  SuiK»rintendency, 
which  he  acc^epted  in  .Inly.  188J). 

The  Michigan  School  for  the  Hlind  was  in  its 
earlv  vears  connected  with  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Institution  at  Flint,  but  in  187i)  steps  were  taken 
U>  establish  a  seimrate  school  and  there  were  M»veral 
places  cjinvassed  as  proper  locations,  notably,  De- 
troit and  .lonesville. '  It  was  tinallv  decided  to 
purchaM*  this  place  which  was  tlie  old  Odd  Fellows 
Institute.  It  was  purchased  in  1878  and,  Iteiug 
remodeled,  has  grown  to  its  present  fine  proiK>r- 
tions.  .lames  F.  McElroy  was  its  lii-st  Superinten<l- 
ent,  his  successor  l>eing  acting-Sui)erintendent  AV. 
(i.  Race.  Following  hiui  wa>  (Jeorge  I^irnes  and 
then  the  present  Superintendent,  our  subject.  The 
school  is  in  a  flourishing  condition,  having  eighty- 
Hve  pupils  enrolled  and  the  grounds  comprise  a 
tract  of  forty-live  acres,  all  tinely  improved,  l)eing 
in  meadow  and  pasture  land.  A  l»eautiful  lawn  of 
t^n  acres  contains  the  main  hall,  broom  shop,  en- 
gine house  and  other  buildings  necessary  for  the 
pro|)er  t*arrying  on  of  the  school. 

The  manufactory  of  biick  and  tile  which  wjis 
stalled  by  Prof.  Barker  at  ^lason  is  still  in  openi- 
tion  under  the  firm  name  of  liarker  cVr  Co.  Since 
cimiiug  to  Michigan  he  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  organizing  the  Tensing  schools  according  to  a 
graded  system  and  aft<»r  he  wns  elected  a  member 
of  the  School  Board  he  helped  to  organize  the 
schools  on  the  most  advanced  plans.  F(»r  eight 
years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  and  during  a 
portion  of  that  time  presided  over  that  body  and 
was  most  of  the  time  on  the  committee  <»n  K'hools 
fit<  well  as  the  one  on  teachers. 

The  marriage  of  Prof,  lijirker  to  Mis**  Kmily 
Cornell  t<x)k  place  in  Berry  Township,  N.  V.,  May 
12,  i8o0.  That  lady  was  born  in  SteuluMi  County, 
N.  v.,  and  is  :i  daughter  of  Stephen  juid  Mnry 
Cornell,  her  father  l)eing  well  known  in   that    re- 


gion  as  a  mechanic.     She    was   educated    in    the 
Academy  at  Albion  and   l)ecame  a  teacher.     Her 
four  children  are;   Mary,  Mi*s.  B.  1).  Northrup  of 
lousing;    Sallie    M.,  a  graduate  of  the   Ypsilanti 
Normal  St^hool  and  a  teacher  in  the   citv  schools 
here,  Charles  S..  who  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Chi- 
cago tV  (J rand  Trunk  Railway  at  Port  Huron  and 
William  C.,    who   resides   at   Mason    where  he   is 
carrying  on  the  business  established  bv  his  father. 
Prof.  Barker  is  an  a(»tive  man  in  the  Republican 
ranks  having  been  an  old-time  Free  Soiler,  and 
has  the   high  respect  of  his  cimfreres.     He   is  in 
every  way  a  prominent,  public-spirited  and  enter- 
prising man  and  his  broad  and  rich  education  and 
his  unfailing  fund  of  informati<m  gives  him  a  con- 
Iroling  influence  over  many  minds.     He  is  a  mem- 
l)er  of  the  Fmnklin  Street  Pi'esbvtenan  Church  in 
which  he  has  been  an  Elder  for  twenty  vears,  and 
where  he  superintended  the  Sunday-school  for  six- 
teen yeai*s.     He  is  now  suffering  in  health   on  ac- 
count of  a  paralytic  stroke  which  has  effected  him 
on  the  left  side  and  he  has  asked  a  i-eleast*  fiH>m  the 
heavy  responsibilities  which  lie  u|)on  him. 


JK 
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^'^OSEPII    M.    McCOMB.      (hir    subject    is   a 
farmer  and  stock-i-aist*r  residing  on  section 


lf>,  of  \'evay  Township,  Ingham  County, 
where  he  is  the  owner  of  fifty-three  acres 
under  most  excellent  cultivation.  He  wjis  born 
in  (ienesee  County,  Mich.,  ()ctol)er  13,  184;').  He 
is  the  son  of  Chester  and  Fidelia  (l^ke)  McComb, 
the  father  a  native  of  C*anada  and  of  St^otch  orisrin, 
the  mother  a  native  of  New  York.  Our  subject's 
parents  were  married  in  Genesee  County  where 
he  was  born.  Chester  McComb,  his  father,  was  a 
small  farmer  in  (ienesec  County,  this  State,  where 
our  subjec*t  was  reared.  He  was  not  an  exception 
to  other  boys  of  that  day  in  either  the  way  he  was 

•  •  • 

brought  up  or  the  advantages  that  he  received,  for 
there  is  a  fashion  in  rearing  children  as  there  is  a 
fashion  in  clothes  and  the  food  that  one  e:it>. 

Our  subject  recvived  a  fair  commoii-si'hool  e<hi- 
cation  in  his  ]H)yho<)d  days.  He  had  hardly  fin- 
ished  si'hool  when  the  War  of  the  KeMlion  broke 
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out  and  lie'enlisted  in  the  Fifth  Michi^n  Calvary, 
Company  K,  in  January,  1864.  lie  wa8  detailed 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  joined  the  rej;!- 
ment  about  the  1st  of  June,  serving  under  that 
veteran  soldier  who  afterward  lost  his  life  in  the 
encounter  with  the  Indians.  He  has  the  most 
vivid  remembrance  and  impression  of  Cien. 
Custer's  dignity  and  bravery  under  fire.  The 
young  man  was  in  every  engagement  that  occurred 
from  the  time  he  entered  the  war  until  its  termin- 
ation, that  is,  in  every  engagement  in  which  his 
regiment  took  part,  and  had  a  nuin})er  of  wry 
close  calls,  as  it  was  his  nature  in  the  ardency  and 
imj)etuosity  of  youth  to  always  get  into  the  tliirkcst 
of  the  fight,  where  shells  were  bursting  around  Jiljout 
him  and  the  fire  of  miisketrv  was  onlv  subdued  }>v 

ft  »  t 

the  louder  boom  of  the  cannon.  After  tin*  ( MMUMal 
Review  at  Wai^hington,  the  brigade  to  which  Mr. 
McComb  lK»longed  was  transferred  to  (icn.  Stnuir. 
who  led  his  men  bv  the  overland  stnirc  route 
from  Denver  to  Salt  I>ake,  and  during  this  inriod 
they  saw  much  duty,  although  not  m)  cxpoM'd  to 
danger  as  in  the  thick  of  battle. 

Our  subject  was  nui>tcred  out  of  service  March 
10,  1866,  having  ])ccn  with  tiie  army  two  years. 
two  months  and  Un\  da  vs.  After  his  discharge  he 
spent  some  time  roving  around  the  West  and  be- 
came familiar  with  the  physical  and  geogniphic  al 
condition  of  Colorado,  AVv()niini»  and  I  tah,  at 
which  time  he  saw  much  of  frontier  life,  .some  of 
it  in  its  roughest  and  crudest  slate.  On  returnini; 
to  Michigan  he  staid  at  his  home  place  for  two 
years,  but  the  Bohemian  spirit  was  >till  up<ni  him 
and  at  the  expirati<m  of  that  time  he  went  to  Kan- 
sas and  then  to  Missouri  where  he  carried  <^n  the 
cooper's  business.  His  tirst  marriage  (K'curred 
while  in  the  last  named  SUite.  His  wife  was  Miss 
Lucy  K.  Ii:ittie  and  their  marriage  was  s(^lcmnized 
Christmas,  1871.  By  this  union  there  is  one  child, 
a  daughter,  whose  name  is  Mabel  L. 

The  originaf  of  our  sketch  returned  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Chelx)ygan  County,  where  he  hx'ated 
land  from  the  (lovcrnment.  He  remained  here 
about  seven  years  during  which  time  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Emily  B.  Hill,  their  marriage  taking 
place  January  1,  1882.  By  this  marriage  there 
have  been  bom  three  children  whoj^c   names  are  as 


follows:  Fred  O.,  whowaslK)m  July  7,  1885;  Daniel 
and  PhcelK*  ^lay,  twins,  who  were  bom  September 
2(K  IHHC}.  Vvom  Chel>oygan  Mr.  Comb  moved  his 
family  to  his  present  home  in  the  fall  of  1885. 

He  of  whom  we  write  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party  and  has  held  many  lo<.*al  offices  under 
its  lead.  He  has  been  Shool  Moderator  both  here 
and  in  Chcbovgan  Countv  and  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  two  vears,  also  School  Director  for  two 
years.  He  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Inde[)en- 
dent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  but  has  severeil  his 
connection  with  that  society.  Itoides  himself  two 
of  his  brothers  served  in  the  War  of  the  R4?ljellion, 
and  although  they  were  mere  l>oys  in  age  at  the 
time  of  their  enlistment,  they  did  good  and  honor- 
able MMvice.  His  brother,  Charles,  died  at  Bowling 
(ireen.  Kv.,  a  victim  of  black  measles.  Another 
brothel',  Ozro  S..  was  several  times  refused  on  vol- 
unteering for  enlistment  on  ac*count  of  his  youth, 
but  by  a  little  strategy  (m  the  l)oy's  part  was 
linally  accepted  and  enlisted  in  the  lliird  Michi- 
gan Cavalry,  M'cinii  much  service  and  in  his  arm v 
experience,  gaining  a  knowledge  of  men  and  of  the 
condition  and  resources  of  the  great  land  in  which 
he  lives,  that  the  (.rdinaiy  man  under  ordinarv 
cin  innstanco  would  have  required  a  lifetime  to 
learn. 
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FRANKLIN  F.  lU'SSELL.  No  man  is  more 
truly  helpful  in  building  up  the  best  ele- 
ments of  social  and  intellec'tual  life  than  he 
wh<>  caters  to  the  literary  tastes  of  the  people.  It 
must  be  a  great  sat isf:icti<m  to  a  right  minded  man 
to  feel  that  he  is  thus  helping  forward  the  educa- 
tional processes  by  which  a  city  makes  real  progress 
out  of  the  conmionplace  into  a  higher  life. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  has  had  the 
pleasure  of  supplying  the  public  of  Lansing,  Ing- 
ham County  with  their  literary  helps  and  has  car- 
ried a  full  line  of  lx)oks  until  quite  lately.  He  is 
iKMv  (h'voting  himself  more  ch>sely  to  a  si)ecialtv, 
and  handles  nothing  except  stationery,  news  and 
pcri<Klicals.  He  was  born  in  Walpole,  N.  H.,  May 
(),  182(1.  His  father,  Thomas  Russell,  Jr.,  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  place  and  his  grandfather,  Thomas, 
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Connecticut  farmer  and  blacksmith  as  well  as 
e-makcr.  At  an  early  day  he  removed  to 
ole  where  he  was  very  successful  in  business 
►ecame  a  rich  man  for  those  days,  although  he 

cripple  from  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  had    to 

the  journey  of  life  on  crutclies  until  he 
i  to  a  better  world  after  completing  ninety- 
Bars  of  upright  and  useful  life, 
omas  Russell  Jr.,  was  a  shoemaker  b}'  trade 
L  farmer  and  he  also  lived  to  an  advanced  age, 
y  when  eighty -seven  years  old.  I  lis  good  wife 
e  maiden  name  was  Hannah  Flint,  was  a  na- 
of  Massachusetts  and  became  the  mother  of 
'hildren,  her  son  Franklin  being  next  to  the 
t  in  age.  He  was  reared  upon  the  farm  in 
Hampshire  where  he  went  to  school    during 

months  in  the  winter,  but  this  privilege  ex- 
?d  over  only  three  years,  and  from  that  time 
hat  education  he  has  received  has  I >een  gained 
^s  own  efforts. 

the  age  of  ten  this  boy  began  to  work  his 
way  first  on  a  farm  and  then  learned  the 
naker's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  a  num- 
of  years.  In  1838  he  went  to  Schenectady, 
.,  and  began  to  learn  the  hatter's  trade  and 

two  years  he  went  to  Rochester  and  finished 
ing  his  trade.  After  working  for  others  awhile 
»rted  in  the  business  for  himself  undertaking 
nishing  of  hats  and  a  retail  business  and  in 
all  of  1856  he  came  to  J>ansing  and  located 
He  formed  a  partnei-shii)  with  C.  Cannell  in 
etail  hat  and  shoe  business,  but  after  one  vear 
partnership  was  dissolved  and  our  subject  con- 
ed in  the  business  alone  for  awhile, 
•me what  later  Mr.  Russell  engaged  as   a   clerk 

A.  J.  Viele  in  the  news,  l>ook  and  stationery 
and  remained  with    him   for  ten    veai*s.     In 

he  started  in  the  business  for  himself  at  the 
3nt  stand  and  has  carried  it  on  with  good 
Tnent  and  success.  He  was  married  in  Roches- 
X.  Y.,  in  1845  to  Miss  Ellen  M.  Iline  who  was 
I  in  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  and  died  after  their  removal 
ansing. 

iie  second  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in 
city  in  1876,  his  bride  being  Mrs.  Sophronia 
[nott,  widow  of  R.  B.  Knott.  She  is  a  native  of 
'  York  and  to  her  has  been  granted  one  child, 


Frances  F.  The  pleasant  home  at  the  comer  of 
Grand  and  I^enawee  Streets  is  the  seat  of  true 
domestic  happiness.  IMrs.  Russell  is  an  earnest  and 
devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  doctrines  of  protection  and  the  other  princi- 
ples of  Republicanism  are  dear  to  Mr.  Russell,  who 
is  ardent  in  his  attachment  to  his  part\'.  He  is 
prominently  identified  with  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  belonging  to  Lodge  No.  66  at  Lansing. 
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OHN  W.  TAYLOR.  Nothing  gives  the  pat 
riotic  biographer  more  pleasure  than  to  tell 
the  story  of  the  life  of  one  of  our  "brave 
boys  in  blue'*  who  sacrificed  all  that  he  held 
dearest  upon  the  altar  of  our  country,  and  the 
sight  of  one  of  our  maimed  and  crippled  soldiers 
who  has  left  a  limb  upon  the  battlefield,  causes  the 
heart  to  thrill  again  with  the  emotions  which  made 
life  so  full  and  vital  in  the  davs  of  the  Civil  War. 
The  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  paragraph  and  whose  portrait  is  shown  on  the 
opi)osite  page,  is  one  whose  patriotic  record  is  of 
interest  to  everyone  who  will  open  the  covers  of 
this  volume. 

Mr.  Taylor  is  one  of  the  prominent  business  men 
of  I^nsing,  Ingham  County,  and  is  the  proprietor 
of  Taylor's  Bazaar  of  Confectionery,  besides  .being 
one  of  the  firm  of  the  Michigan  Folding  Table 
Company,  which  manufactures  an  invention  of  his 
own.  This  firm  is  composed  of  Mr.  Taylor  and 
Mr.  Barrett.  Mr.  Taylor  was  lx>rn  in  Camden,  Ray 
County,  Mo.,  April  80,  1840,  and  his  father,  John 
Taylor,  was  a  native  of  Yorkshii-e,  England,  and 
a  wagon  manufacturer.  After  coming  with  his 
family  to  this  country  he  located  at  Camden, 
and  established  a  wagon  factory,  but  later  engaged 
in  farming.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlei*s  of 
Ray  County,  and  was  a  famous  huntsman.  During 
the  war  he  was  a  strong  Union  man  although  resid- 
ing in  a  neighborhood  full  of  Secessionists.  Not 
feeling  at  home  among  them  he  removed  to  Wau- 
kesha County,  Wis.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
and  still  resides,  lie  is  a  strong  Republican  in  his 
political  convictions.     His  wife,  Elizabeth  Briggs, 
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is  also  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  and  our  subject    is 
their  only  child. 

John  AV.  Taylor  was  reared  on  the  farm  in  Mis- 
souri and  his  school  advantages  were  meager. 
When  the  war  broke  out  there  were  two  Rebel 
camps  near  their  home,  Wellington  and  Lexington, 
and  although  the  famil}'  was  anxious  to  leave  that 
part  of  the  country  they  could  not  get  through  to 
the  Union  lines.  The  Confederacy  offered  all  kinds 
of  inducements  to  our  subject  and  his  father  to  join 
their  service  but  the  young  man  was  able  to  es<.»ape 
conscription,  and  enlisted  in  »luly,  1861,  in  the 
Union  forces,  joining  Company  I),  Fifth  Missouri 
Infantry.  His  three  months  of  service  in  that  Ixxly 
was  spent  in  skiimishing  and  he  was  mustered  out 
August  31.  The  following  day  he  enlisted  again 
in  Company  K,  Eighth  Kansas  Infantry,  being 
mustered  in  at  St.  Louis,  and  taking  a  three  years' 
term. 

The  military  experience  of  Mr.  Taylor  bn night 
him  into  the  following  general  engagements,  C'liick- 
amauga,  Perry ville  and  Stone  Hiver  as  w(»ll  as 
other  conflict^.  On  the  llHh  of  September.  ]H();j. 
he  was  wounded  at  Chickamauga,  1)V  a  shell  whieli 
struck  his  left  leg,  and  he  wjis  taken  prisoner  at 
the  same  time.  An  operation  became  necessary 
and  his  leg  was  amputated  by  Dr.  Seeley  of  the 
Twenty-second  Illinois  l^egiment.  Three  weeks 
later  he  was  paroled  and  entered  the  parole  eamp 
at  Chattanooga,  where  he  remained  until  one  week 
previous  to  the  battle  of  Missionary  Ridge,  when 
he  was  sent  to  Jefiferson  Barracks,  St.  L<mis. 
and  was  mustered  out  of  service  May  21,  iHfJl. 

This  young  hero  next  went  to  Milwaukee,  and 
took  a  commercial  course  in  Hr van t  tVr  Strat ton's 
Business  College,  studying  telegraphy  also,  under 
}*rof.  Spencer,  lie  then  entered  the  employ  of  tin* 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  tV  St.  Paul  Railroad,  being 
station  agent  first  at  Columbia.  Wis.,  and  then  at 
Fall  River,  AVis.,  until  1872,  when  he  came  to 
Michigan  in  the  service  of  the  Detroit,  Lansing  (V 
Northern  Railroad,  lie  wms  agent  at  Brighton 
until  187  4,  when  he  took  the  agency  at  North 
Lansintr  for  one  vear.  The  \>X  of  April.  I87r).  was 
the  dav  when  he  entered  the  iieneral  (►tlice  of  the 
Auditor  (General  of  the  State  as  Clerk,  and  he  re- 
piained  there  just  sixteen  yeai's  to  a  day.     During 


all  the  time  that  he  was  employed  in  that  office  he 
lost  no  time,  but  gave  himself  steadily  and  faith- 
fully to  the  work  of  the  office  and  became  the  head 
(»f  the  purchasing  and  paying  department,  in 
1881  he  built  the  block  known  as  the  Tavlor  Block, 
with  dimensions  of  25x80  feet,  furnishing  accom- 
modation for  two  stores,  and  here  in  1891  he  en- 
gaged in  the  confectionery  business.  lie  also  built 
in  1878,  the  Postoffice  Block  in  North  Lansing, 
2t)x90  feet  which  is  (xxnipied  by  the  postoffice  and 
also  by  Hedges  (V  Reck,  dniggists,  of  whom  more 
may  be  found  under  their  respective  names  in  this 
volume. 

In  May,   l8iM,  Mr.  Taylor  [mtented  his  folding 
tabh*  and  went  into   partnership  with  Mr.  Bari^tt 
in  its  manufacture.     Thei^eare  forty-four  different 
kinds  of   folding  tables  on  the  market,    but  Mr. 
Taylor's  friends  think  that  his  claim  is  just  in  call- 
ing this  the  best  one  offered  to  the  trade  on  account 
of  its  >implicity  and   durability.     This  gentleman 
was  married  in  Milwaukee,  in  1869,  to  Miss  Joann 
M.  Rvan,  a  native  of  that  citv.  Their  three  childre 
are.  Samuel  \V..  l*i(Mce  R.,  and  Marie.     The    eldt»s» 
son    is  a    iriaduate  of   the  Commercial   Collesre  a^ 
Lansing,  and  is  now  in  the  United  States  mail  ser 
vice  at    Chicago.     The    mother  of  these    childre 
is  a  Roman   Catholic   in    her  religious  views.     Th 
politi(  al    views  of  Mr.  Tavlor  are  strongly  RepuL' 
lican.  .and  he  i>  prominent  among  the  men  of  h' 
])aity.    being  a    frecpient   delegate  to  county  ai 
State    convention.*-  and  acting  as  C*hairman  of  th 
city   and   ward    committees.     lie   i.**   a    prominei 
member  of   the  (i.    .V.    R.,  In^longing  to  Charles 
Foster  Post,  No.  12. 


LBKRT  .1.  WILSON.  The  results  of  indus- 
try and  unrtaiiging  pei*sevei"anc*e  are  shown 
in  the  life  of  the  al>ove-named  gentleman 
who  owns  and  occupies  one  of  the  most 
b(»autirul  homes  of  Leslie,  Ingham  County.  His 
life  affords  a  strikini!  example  wH>rthy  of  imi« 
ration  by  young  men  who  are  easily  discouraged 
because  they  have  no  large  capital  and  therefore 
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Qt  themselves  to  dawdle  on  through  life  on 
salaries  because  they  have  not  the  energy 
»te  to  a  greater  success.  A  brief  outline  of 
bors  in  which  Mr.  Wilson  has  been  engaged 
n  which  for  some  years  past  he  has  been  well 
>rted  by  his  better-half  will  be  of  interest  to 
waders. 

the  paternal  line  Mr.  Wilson  is  descended 
English  ancestry  who  made  settlement  in  New 
J  in  Colonial  days.  His  immediate  progeni- 
William  S.  and  Margaret  (Shotwell)  Wilson, 
bom  and  reared  Quakers  in  New  Jei'sey  and 
in  life  took  up  their  residence  in  New  York 
rere  married  near  Waterloo,  in  that  State, 
lary  2,  1842.  They  subsequently  lived  in 
le  County,  N.  Y.,  until  early  in  the  *40s  when 
removed  to  Michigan  and  settled  on  a  piece 
d  land  in  Raisin  Township,  Lenawee  County. 
N  years  later   they  made  a  visit   to   the   old 

in  New  Jersey  and  while  on  their  return  to 
igan  Mrs.  Wilson  died,  in  Elba,  N.  Y.,  June 
J47,  being  then  only  twenty-six  years  of  age. 
lliam  8.  Wilson  returned  to  his  Michigan 
stead  soon  after  this  event  and  in  1848  he 
gain  married,  taking  to  wife  Elizabeth  Mott, 
skson  County.  Mr.  Wilson  has  made  his  home 
[ichigan,  in  the  counties  of  Lenawee  and 
on,  following  the  peaceful  pursuit  of  agricul- 

He  has  always  been  a  money-maker  but  has 
?ith  many  reverses  and  is  not  a  wealthy  man, 
ugh  he  has  secured  a  comfortable  competence 
now  having   completed   threescore  and   ten 

of  useful  and  upright  living  is  spending  his 

days  in  quiet  retirement  in  Adrian,  Mich. 
a  man  well  read  and  most  interesting  in  con- 
tion.  In  politics  he  was  originally  a  Whig 
?as  very  firm  in  his  opposition  to   slavery. 

the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he 
ipported  it,  although  he  is  now  a  Prohibition- 
He  has  never  sought  oiticeand  with  the  excep- 
)f  some  minor  township  and  village  oflices  has 
•  held  any  position. 

e  father  of  our  subject  is  one  of  the  chief  pil- 
n  the  Free  Methodist  Church  of  Adrian,  hav- 
een  a  Deacon  and  an  active  worker  there  for 

years.  He  is  a  man  of  sterling  integrity,  has 
m,  sense  of  right  and  wrong  and  is  helpful 


in  promoting  any  enterprise  or  institution  which 
he  believes  will  upbuild  and  better  the  community 
in  which  he  lives.  His  parents,  Asa  and  Amy 
(Shotwell)  Wilson,  were  natives  of  New  Jei*sey, 
who  spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives  in  New 
York  but  came  to  Michigan  at  an  early  date  and 
spent  their  last  days  in  Lenawee  County.  The  ma- 
ternal grandparents  of  our  subject  were  Joseph  and 
Margaret  (Elston)  Shotwell,  who  were  born  in  New 
Jersey  and  there  lived  and  died.  Only  three  of 
William  Wilson's  children  lived  to  the  age  of 
maturity,  namely:  Albert  J.,  Joseph  S.  and  Edwin 
M.  The  last  named  was  a  child  of  the  second 
marriage  who  married  Emma  De  Green  and  died 
in  1889,  at  the  age  of  forty  years,  leaving  a  family 
four  children. 

He  of  whom  we  write  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the 
light  of  day  in  Marengo,  Wayne  County,  N.  Y., 
July  22,  1842,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Mich- 
igan when  an  infant.  His  boyhood  amusements 
and  school  days  were  such  as  average  farmer  boys  of 
that  day  enjoyed,  and  he  completed  his  schooling 
at  the  Raisin  Institute  where  he  acquired  a  fair, 
common-sense  business  education.  As  he  was  the 
eldest  child  much  of  the  labor  and  responsibility 
of  subduing  the  forest  and  cultivating  the  farm 
fell  ui)on  him. 

This  young  man  remaiped  with  his  father,  giv- 
ing him  the  benefit  of  his  laboi^s  until  August  11, 
1862,  when  he  joined  the  army  as  a  private  in 
Company- A,  Seventeenth  Michigan  In  fan  try,  which 
was  attached  to  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  then 
known  as  Burnside's  Corps.  Within  two  weeks  of 
the  day  he  left  Washington  he  was  taking  part  in 
the  battle  of  South  Mountain,  and  he  afterward 
was  engaged  in  the  great  conflicts  of  Antietam  and 
Fredericksburg.  Entering  upon  the  Kentucky 
campaign  he  joined  Grant's  army  and  was  present 
at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  numerous  other  bat- 
tles and  skirmishes  of  less  importance.  At  Fred- 
ericksburg he  was  wounded  by  a  piece  of  shell  which 
struck  him  ^in  the  right  hip.  After  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg  he  was  placed  on  detached  duty  in  the 
Paymaster's  department  at  Ix)uisville,  Ky.,  and  re- 
mained there  until  June,  1865,  when  he  receiv(!d 
his  final  discharge. 

This  brave  young  veteran  now  returned  to  Len-* 
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awee  County  and  resumed  farming,  but  in  186Wlie 
came  to  Ingham  County  and  lK>ught  sixty  acres  of 
land  one  mile  and  a  half  southeast  of  the  village 
of  Leslie.  ri)on  this  he  settled  and  here  he  has  by 
honesty,  industry  and  pei-severante  accumulated 
considerable  property  and  established  a  reputation 
which  entitles  him  to  the  distinction  of  l)eing  one 
of  the  representative  men  of  I^slie.  His  landed 
possessions  now  consist  of  one  hundred  and  ninety 
acres  of  splendid  land,  all  well  improved  and  in  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  In  188()  he  left  his  farm 
and  removed  to  the  village,  where  he  lias  since  re- 
sided as  his  sons  have  relieved  him  of  the  details 
of  farm  work. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  a  stockholder  in  the  People's 
Hank  of  Leslie  and  occupies  a  prominent  position 
in  social  and  financial  circles  here.  He  started  out 
in  the  world  with  willing  hands  and  heart  and  a 
clear  head,  and  his  possessions  are  the  result  of  his 
own  exertions.  There  is  nothing  remarkable  in  his 
pei'sonality  or  history  and  he  is  a  plain,  unosten- 
tatious man,  singularly  free  from  any  evidence  of 
that  grasping,  over-reaching  spirit  by  which  many 
men  have  made  themselves  rich  in  a   new  count r\. 

• 

He  has  never  aspired  to  otlice.  preferring  the  (piiet 
of  home  to  the  strife  and  turmoil  of  pul>lic  life, 
but  moves  along  quietly,  doing  much  good  that 
the  world  knows  not  of.  lie  is  not  connected  with 
anv  relijjfious  denomination  but  is  a  l)eliever  in  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  churches  and 
gives  freely  of  his  means  to  charit^ible  institutions. 

This  gentleman  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  an 
ardent  supporter  of  the  principle.--  announced  by 
that  party.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln  and  his  last  for  Benjamin  Harri- 
son. He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  is  one  of  the  organizers  and  a 
charter  member  of  the  Dewey  Post,  No.  HO.(i.  A.  R., 
of  Leslie,  an<i  has  held  the  position  of  Comman- 
der of  the   Post. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  married,  November  :K  IH^M.  to 
Miss  Martha  A.  Wilson,  of  Raisin.  Lenawee  County, 
Mich.  The  place  of  her  birth  is  Marengo,  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  she  is  a  daui^^hter  of  Amos  and 
Anna  L.  (Wares)  Wilson.  This  lady  po<s(»sse>  rare 
qualities  of  mind  and  disposition  and  has  been  an 
able   assistant    t^>  her  husband,  taking  a  just  pride 


in  his  success  and  sustaining  the  standing  and  repu- 
tation of  the  family,  and  were  this  record  to  fail  to 
perpetuate  her  good  name  in  connec^tion  with  her 
husbandV  it  would  fail  in  one  of  its  chief  purpi:>ses. 
The  uni<m  of  this  worthy  couple  has  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  seven  children,  namelv;  William  A., 
Kdgar  J.,  Bertmm  K.,  (ieorge  B.,  Frances  M.,  Mary 
(i.  and  Herbert  S.  All  are  living  except  the 
youngest  who  died  when  eight  years  of  age.  WilL 
iam  A.  is  married  to  Miss  Lillian  Hill;  Edgar  J. 
married  Miss  Nina  Manley  and  had  one  child — 
Harry,!.,  now  di*cea.sed;  and  Bertram  E.  married 
Mi>s  Jennie  Watson.  These  sons  are  sustaining 
most  manfully  and  nobly  the  high  reputation 
which  the  family  has  held  in  past  generations. 


^ 


s^c 


DKNNIS  F.  PATRICK.  White  Oak  Town- 
ship. Ingham  County,  is  purely  an  agricul- 
tural district  and  depends  for  its  prosperity 
not  only  upon  its  soil  but  upon  its  men,  and  it  is 
rich  in  both  respects,  for  the  land  is  arable  and 
productive  and  its  farmers  are  thoroughgoing,  in- 
du>trious,  Mstematic  and  enterprising.  Such  a 
combination  is  sure  to  result  in  prosperity  and  no- 
wheic  in  Michigan  can  hai)pier  homes  and  more 
tidy  farms  be  found  than  here. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  born  on 
the  1st  of  May.  1S2*J,  in  County  Queen,  Ire- 
land, and  was  a  little  bal>e  of  only  three  months 
when  his  parents  brought  him  to  Canada  where 
they  remained  for  some  two  ye^rs  before  removing 
to  New  York.  There  they  made  their  home  for 
live  years  so  that  Dennis  had  reached  the  age  of 
st'ven  years  when  he  came  to  Michigan. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Thomas  F.  Patrick, 
who  was  born  on  the  Fmerald  Isle  in  1812  and 
chose  him  a  wife  in  his  early  manhood,  being  uni- 
ted when  only  eighteen  years  old  with  Bridget 
Mc(Jinnis.  To  them  were  lK)rn  four  children,  three 
of  them  being  sons  and  (me  a  daughter,  and  our 
subject  was  the  second  in  order  of  age.  Their 
names  are  as  follow>:  Bridget,  who  married  Mr. 
William  L(  nion  and  is  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren, and  now  lives  in  the  far  west  in  Washington; 
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the  second  is  our  subject,  and  the  third  Thomas, 
who  married  Hannah  Bullis,  to  whom  have  been 
bom  two  children.  The  youngest  child  died  in 
infancy  and  his  name  is  not  known  to  our  subject. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  lx)re  the 
name  of  Thomas  and  lived  and  died  in  his  native 
Ireland. 

Mary  Havens  is  the  maiden  name  of  the  lady 
who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  on  April  14, 
1859.  Her  father,  Stevens  Havens,  was  born  in 
New  York  and  his  daughter  was  born  in  Michigan. 
There  were  ten  children  in  the  Havens  faipily.  To 
Mary  (Havens)  Patrick,  were  born  two  daughters 
and  one  son,  namely:  Catherine,  who  was  born  in 
AVhite  Oak  Township,  Octoljer  14,  1858,  and  mar- 
ried George  Iternell,  by  whom  she  had  one  child. 
She  has  now  passed  to  the  other  world.  The  oldest 
son,  William  F.  Patrick,  was  born  November  1, 
1862,  and  in  1888  was  united  in  marriage  to  Au- 
gusta Miller,  who  has  become  the  mother  of  one 
child.  Clay  Patrick,  deceased,  the  youngest  son 
was  born  in  1867. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Patrick  united  him 
with  Mary  Craft,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  who 
was  bom  in  1843.  Her  father,  William  Craft,  was 
born  in  the  German  Fatherland,  and  he  had  twelve 
children  in  his  familv.  This  union  which  took 
place  in  1879,  has  l>een  crowned  by  the  birth  of 
one  child,  Millard  Fillmore.  AVith  his  son  William, 
Mr.  Patrick  is  carrying  on  a  general  farming  busi- 
ness, and  takes  a  special  interest  in  fine  stock  and 
keeps  hogs  and  sheep  of  excellent  breeds,  as  well 
as  some  fine  specimensjof  the  Mcs^ienger  breed  of 
horses. 

In  former  years  Mr.  l*atrick  has  been  a  radical 
Republican,  but  he  and  his  son  are  now  si)ecially 
interested  in  promoting  the  interest  of  farmers  and 
both  belong  to  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Benefit  Asso- 
ciation in  State,  county  and  township  organiza- 
tions. His  son  is  now  School  Moderator  and  he 
lia*  held  the  otlice  (»f  lliyfhwav  Commissioner,  and 
^reat  credit  is  due  him  for  the  splendid  condition 
of  the  roads  of  this  township.  Where  our  subject 
now  lives  upon  section  2,  his  property  embraces 
farms  which  formerly  l>elonsJ:ed  to  .].  Havens,  W. 
Wightman,  .1.  lientley  and  .1.  Haynor.  This  large 
property*  was  ac*quired  partly  by  trade  and  partly 


by  purchase.  Most  of  this  he  has  improved  and 
much  of  it  is  newly  cleared  land.  Upon  it  he  has 
erected  a  handsome  home  which  cost  some  $3,000 
and  is  one  of  the  prettiest  farm  houses  in  White 
Oak  Township.  His  half  brother  lives  on  the  old 
homestead  which  is  situated  on  section  31,  in  quite 
the  opposite  comer  of  the  township.  This  family 
belongs  to  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church  and 
they  are  liberal  and  active  in  promoting  the  pros- 
perity of  religious  institutions  in  their  midst 


^rl tt 


\f  OHN  M.  DRESSER.  Although  in  the  prime 
of  manhood  and  vigor,  the  gentleman  whose 
^^^  II  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  has  attain- 
<^il/  ed  the  high  standing  in  business  and  finan- 
cial life  that  his  unceasing  efforts  and  energy, 
united  with  sterling  worth  and  high  business  qual- 
ifications, deserves.  He  is  at  present  Cashier  in 
the  Farmei-s'  Bank  in  Mason.  He  is  a  prime  mover 
here  in  every  measure  that  is  sought  to  be  ad-  . 
vanced  for  the  interests  and  l)enefit  of  the  com- 
munity at  large,  and  his  pleasant  home  is  the 
rendezvous  foi-  the  best  people  of  the  place.  His 
wife  studies  to  second  the  interests  of  her  husband 
that  tend  to  the  elevation  and  refinement  of  their 
social  life  and  the  welfare  of  the  community.  A 
lady  of  striking  personal  attractions,  she  adapts 
hei*self  admii-ably  to  the  i)osition  to  which  her  hus- 
band has  risen. 

Our  subject  was  burn  in  R(X»hester,  N.  Y., 
Januarv  24,  1851.  He  is  a  son  of  John  M.  and 
Susan  A.  (Pierce)  Dresser,  the  father  a  native  of 
Pom  fret,  Windsor  County,  Conn.,  and  being  of 
English  ancestry.  He  moved  with  his  family  to 
Michigan  when  our  subject  was  but  a  small  child, 
only  four  years  of  age.  Although  he  was  a  nat- 
ural ]>orn  mechanic,  he  followed  v.arious  occupa- 
tions, Earlv  in  his  life  he  devoted  himself  to 
farming.  Later  he  owned  and  operated  a  boat  <m 
the  Erie  Canal,  and  after  coining  to  Michioaii  he 
followed  the  carpenter's  trade  for  some  veal's,  the 
service  of  builders  and  carpenters  being  at  that 
time  greatly  in    demand.     He  afterward   acquired 
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land  in  the  vicinity  of  Ma^on  and  here  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days.  Our  subject's  father 
seems  to  have  been  a  very  popular  man,  as  he  was 
elected  Township  Treasurer  six  or  more  times,  and 
no  matter  what  majority  the  opposite  political 
party  might  liave,  he  was  quite  sure  of  election. 
The  original  of  our  sketch  spent  his  boyhood 
days  on  what  was  known  as  the  7)ld  Pixley  farm 
and  had  only  limited  opportunities  at  that  time 
for  acquiring  an  education.  But  the  boy  was  ambi- 
tious to  a  degree,  and  underneath  his  patience 
there  was  a  fixed  determination  that  some  day  he 

ft. 

should  be  looked  up  to  for  liis  mental  attainments*. 
At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  began  to  attend  school  in 
the  village  of  Mason  and  there  he  studied  for  two 
winters,  the  last  one  under  Prof.  Vroman,  now 
of  the  Normal  School.  Althougli  his  school  days 
ended  here,  he  cimtinued  his  efforts  in  self-cultiva- 
tion. A  lover  of  books  and  a  natural  student,  the 
midnight  oil  was  constantly  burned  that  he  might 
keep  up  with  the  young  men  who  wore  his  ideals 
in  an  intellectual  respect. 

At  the  age  of  seventeen,  the  gentleman  of  whom 
we  write  left  home  and  iK'gan  doing  for  himself. 
Prior  to  that  time  he  had  never  been  away  from 
home  and  claims  to  have  been  very  unsophisti- 
cated. He  started  out  canvassing  and  met  with 
very  good  success,  following  the  business  for  about 
one  year,  si)ending  part  of  his  time  in  M  ichigan,  part 
in  Illinois,  and  part  in  Iowa.  In  this  way  he  ac- 
quired an  extended  and  intimate  knowledge  of 
human  nature,  and  also  something  that  was  even 
of  greater  advantage  to  himself,  for  self-control  is 
to  a  canvasser  of  all  thin«rs  necessary.  At  the 
expiration  of  his  year,  he  went  as  far  south  as 
New  Orleans,  expecting  to  join  what  was 
called  the  filibustering  expedition  to  Cuba. 
This,  as  is  now  well  known,  fell  through.  He  next 
sailed  for  Europe,  starting  out  .June  17,  1869,  on 
the  ''  St.  .lames  "  for  Havre,  France.  He  was  this 
time  about  eighteen  years  of  age  and  went  with  a 
full  determination  of  beccmiing  a  sailor  and  seeing 
as  much  of  the  world  as  possible.  He  was  at  that 
time  very  thin  in  flesh,  weighing  but  one  hundred 
and  fifteen  pounds.  Prior  to  his  shipping  (m  the 
above-named  vessel  he  was  reduced  to  almost  des- 
perate straits,  having  spent  two  days  without  food. 


while  hunting  a  place  on  a  vessel,  being  entirely 
without  money  and  ashamed  to  beg.     After  a  few 
trips  he  i*etumed  to  Michigan,  not  rich  in  pocket  it 
is  true,  but  having  rec*eiYed  great  physical  benefit 
from  his  trip,  for  he  returned  a  perfect  athlete  in 
form  and  strength.  He  has  never  regretted  his  sailoi — 
experience  though  he  did  not  care  to  repeat   it.^^ 
even   after   the   alluring   offer  of  $25  per  month  ^ 
which  was  made  him  if  he  would  continue  witti. 
the  ship's  company. 

After  returning  from  his  voyage  Mr.  Dresser 
attended  a  select  school  during  the  winter  and 
worked  eight  months  on  a  farm,  losing  no  time 
whatever.  Out  of  $112  which  he  earned  he 
saved  4^90  and  in  the  Intervals  of  his  scholastic 
work  during  the  winter  he  chopped  wood  and 
from  these  earnings  saved  $40,  which  he  put  out 
at  interest. 

( )ur  subject  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  and 
then  spent  some  time  in  the  lumber  regions,  act- 
ually pulling  a  cross-cut  saw,  and  was  well  known 
among  the  denizens  of  the  lumber  district  as  a  first- 
class  w(;fkman.  Indeed,  he  has  participated  in 
many  kinds  of  hard  manual  labor.  In  August, 
187r>,  he  of  whom  we  write  came  to  Mason  and 
l>egan  the  study  of  law,  walking  back  and  forth 
from  his  father's  farm  to  the  law  ofi9ce.  Meantime 
to  meet  current  expenses,  he  l)egan  collecting  and 
also  soliciting  insurance.  This  business  increased 
so  rapidly  that  during  the  first  year  he  was  able  to 
pay  his  expenses  and  lay  up  $400.  After  the  first 
six  weeks  in  which  his  success  was  assured,  he  quit 
walking  ])ack  and  foilh  and  added  real  estate  and 
the  lending  of  money  to  his  other  business. 

Our  subject  never  finished  his  law  studies  as  his 
other  occupation  had  proved  so  remunerative  and 
his  collecting  and  insurance  business  had  developed 
so  rapidly.  Being  in  a  position  to  wed,  he  was  mar- 
ried in  Novemlx^r,  1876,  to  Miss  Octavia  A.  Bush, 
a  daughter  of  A.  H.  Bush,  of  Vevay  Township.  His 
allegiance  had  been  pledged  to  the  young  lady  for 
some  little  time  and  they  had  onl}'  awaited  the 
time  when  the  young  man  could  provide  a  com- 
fortable and  suitable  home  for  his  bride.  By  this 
marriage  there  are  two  children  whose  names  are 
respectively  Maud,  who  is  twelve  years  of  age,  and 
Mabel,  who  is  ten  years  of  age.     They  are  bright, 
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State  and  at  Aurora,  N.  Y.,  went  into  a  banking 
and  real-estate  business,  a  business  which  extended 
through  Tompkins  and  Cayuga  Counties.  He  had 
a  successful  business  there  involving  over  4^200,000, 
and  in  1869  he  came  to  Lansing  and  entered  into 
a  ])rivate  bank  which  was  operated  for  several 
vears  under  the  firm  name  of  IsaMle  <ir  Hush,  and 
was  finally  merged  into  the  I^nsing  Naticyial 
Bank.  This  new  coriK)ration  he  organized  and  was 
its  President  for  ten  years,  l)eing  also  or<ianizer 
and  Director  of  the  Central  Michigan  Savings 
Bank. 

Real  estate  business  at  the  same  time  absorluMl 
part  of  the  energies  of  this  gentleman  and  he 
platted  the  Bush,  Butler  &  Sparrow  addition,  Avhich 
is  now  an  imiK)rtant  addition  to  the  city  of  I^ans- 
ing.  He  also  engaged  in  selling  farm  and  pine 
lands  and  manufactured  shingles  and  lumber  in 
Oceana  County  at  Pentwater,  where  he  also  carried 
on  merchandising.  AVhile  making  money  in  his 
general  business  he  lost  some  in  indor>ing  for 
friends.  He  was  a  member  of  the  firm  wliich  was 
known  as  the  Lansing  Boot  and  Shoe  Manufactur- 
ing Company  and  also  had  a  mill  and  nKMcantilc 
business  in  Ottawa  County.  He  wa>a  man  of  niucli 
public  spirit  and  did  all  within  his  power  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  of  the  city.  The  Butler  Block 
was  put  up  by  him  and  he  was  a  member  of  the 
School  Board  and  for  vears  acted  as  its  Trctisuicr. 
At  one  time  he  wjis  State  Librarian.  He  died  in 
1886  on  the  lOth  of  ()ctol)er,  having  reached  the 
age  of  fifty-two  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Eliza  Smith  and  was  born  in  Kender,  Tiotra 
County,  N.  Y.,  being  a  daughter  of  Hiram  Smith, 
who  was  a  representative  of  one  of  the  ])est  fami- 
lies of  Connecticut.  He  was  a  dealer  in  real  estate 
and  lands  and  had  milling  interests  in  Tioga,  being 
one  of  its  most  prominent  citizens.  Mrs.  Eliza 
Bush  still  resides  in  Lansing.  She  is  a  devout 
member  of  the  Episcopal  Church  and  the  mother  of 
three  children,  two  of  whom  grew  to  manhood, 
but  the  brother  of  our  subject,  Charles  E.,  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-two,  just  after  his  graduation. 
He  was  born  in  Mottville.  Tompkins  County,  N.Y.. 
May  19,  1863. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  came  to  Lans- 


ing at  the  age  of  six  yearsaud  here  attended  school 
and  never  missed  a  day  until  he  left  the  High 
School  which  took  place  when  he  was  sixteen.  He 
then  entered  the  State  Agricultural  College,  where 
he  took  his  degree  of  liachelor  of  Sciences  and  the 
same  year  received  a  diploma  from  the  High  School 
here.  He  had  helped  his  father  some  in  his  busi- 
ness u})  North  and  after  his  graduation  became 
Corres})onding  Clerk  in  the  Central  Michigan  Sav- 
in irs  liank  and  was  with  them  four  years,  l)ein«r 
promoted  to  the  responsible  position  of  Teller.  At 
this  time  he  became  administrator  of  his  father's 
estate  and  in  order  to  attend  to  that  business  found 
it  nocessarv  to  leave  the  bank. 

The  marriaire  of  Mr.  Bush  with  Miss  Minnie  F. 
Day  took  place  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  October  20, 
1887.  This  lady  is  a  native  of  that  city  and  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  F.  II.  Day,  a  prominent  physician 
th(MT  and  the  President  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  as  well  as  a  well-known  geologist.  She 
c<nnplcted  her  higher  education  at  the  Milwaukee 
Colleiic  and  the  conservatory  of  music.  Mr.  Bush 
formed  a  partnership  with  Mr.  L.  Anderson,  estab- 
lishiniT  the  Boad  Cart  Company,  which  was  first 
located  at  the  foot  of  AVashington  Avenue  at  North 
Lansing,  and  a  year  later  was  moved  up  into  the 
city,  soon  after  which  our  sul>ject  bought  out  his 
p.'utnt  r's  interest  in  the  business  and  continued  it 
ahnic. 

The  Bush  Boad  Cart  Company  manufactures 
]^haetons.  speeding  and  skeleton  carts  and  spindle 
road  wagons.  They  have  an  output  of  two  thou- 
sand carts  and  a  well  established  trade  in  every 
State  in  the  Lnion,  keeping  two  men  on  the  road. 
Their  products  are  also  sent  to  foreign  countries 
where  they  have  an  established  reputation.  The 
company  has  a  side  track  leading  up  from  the  rail- 
road to  the  factory  and  is  carrying  on  a  reasonably 
successful  business. 

Mr.  Bush  has  considerable  interest  in  Lansing  in 
the  real  estate  business  and  has  ever  been  inter- 
ested in  farming.  He  had  at  one  time  the  largest 
herd  of  registered  and  imported  (iallowa^'^  cattle  in 
the  State  and  still  has  a  fine  herd  of  these  splendid 
animals.  He  is  now  closing  them  out,  but  still  has 
in  addition  to  them  a  number  of  excellent  Jerseys. 
His  father  Avas  a  lover  of  fine  stock  and  cattle  and 
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owned  some  of  the  finest  horses  in  the  State,  among 
which  were  "Rough  and  Ready"  and  *'Iiay 
Prince." 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  a  number  of  social 
orders  being  identified  with  the  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  and  Commander  of  the  Uniformed  Rank  of 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  being  the  leading  Knight 
in  the  Lodge  of  Elks.  He  is  Chairman  ol  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  the  Grand  River  Ik)at  Club 
and  Vice-President  of  Michigan  for  the  KnighU 
of  the  Grip,  in  which  busine^  organization  he  was 
*>ecretary  last  year.  He  is  a  member  and  Director 
in  the  Bicycle  Club,  lie  is  now  a  meml)er  of  the 
Alderman ic  Board  and  was  the  President  pro  tcm. 
if  the  Council  for  two  years.  In  connection  with 
the  City  Council  he  is  chairman  of  the  committee 
3n  city  afl'airs  which  is  considered  the  most  impor- 
tant committee.  He  is  stanch  in  his  adherence  to 
the  principles  and  policy  of  the  Democratic  party 
md  is  generally  sent  as  a  delegate  to  the  city, 
county  and  congressional  conventions.  One  child 
m\y  has  blessed  his  home,  Howard  Day,  who  was 
t)orn  October  27,  1888,  and  gives  fair  promise  of 
inheriting  the  fine  abilities  of  his  father,  grand- 
father, and  great-grandfather. 


^  '»^ 
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y  WILLIAM  W.  THORBURN,  V.  S.  In  Aral)ia 
a  man's  horses  are  a  part  of  his  family  and 
^  ^  any  ill  to  one  of  these  gentle  yet  high-spir- 
ted bearers  of  burdens  is  considered  as  much  of  a 
amilv  calamity  as  sickness  or  death  even  to  a  child 

»'  ft     • 

)f  the  household.  The  tent  that  is  the  home  of 
he  shiek  with  his  wife  and  children,  is  also  the 
lome  of  the  steeds  that  the  wanderers  of  the  deserts 
^uard  as  their  most  precious  trejisure,  and  cruelty 
o  their  hoi"ses  is  regarded  as  disgraceful.  It  is  to 
>e  questioned  whether  any  people  understand  the 
latures  of  these  almost  human  animals  better,  but 
Qedicine  and  surgery  have  developed  a  branch  to 
Ueviate  the  suffering  caused  often  by  the  thought- 
ess  and  ignorant  if  not  cruel  abuse  of  man.  There  ; 
s  no  more  skillful  practitioner  in  this  especial 
tranch  in  this  portion  of  the  country  than  the  ^ 


gentleman  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch, 
and  whose  portrait  is  shown  on  the  opposite  page. 
His  is  a  humane  nature  and  one  that  undei-stands 
the  lower  animals.  He  has  the  largest  practice  in 
veterinary  surgery  of  any  one  in  this  county. 

Our  subject  is  the  proprietor  of  the  institution 
know  as  Dr.  Thorburn's  Veterinary  Infirmary  which 
is  the  place  of  rest  and  tender,  skillful  care  for  in- 
jured or  debilitated  hoi*ses  that  the  name  would 
indicate.  Dr.  Thorburn  was  born  in  Holt,  Delhi 
Township,  Ingham  County,  August  18,  1858.  He 
is  of  Scotch  ancestry,  his  father  being  John  Thor- 
burn, born  in  Scotland.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
James  Thorburn,  was  a  weaver.  Our  subject's 
grandfather  came  to  America  on  the  death  of  his 
father  and  engaged  in  farming  in  this  State,  being 
thus  employed  until  his  decease,  which  took  place 
in  May,  1872,  in  Delhi  Township.  The  father  was 
a  bhicksmitli  b\'  trade  and  was  about  twenty-five 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  this  country,  bring- 
ing his  family  with  him. 

John  Thorburn  tii'st  located  in  Pittsburg,  Pa. 
after  coming  to  this  country  and  was  there  engaged 
in  following  his  trade,  and  as  a  horse-shoer.  In 
1849  he  came  to  Ypsilanti  and  there  at  once  en- 
gaged in  his  trade.  In  1852  he  came  to  Lansing 
and  buying  out  the  finn  of  Ferguson,  of  North 
Lansing.built  the  first  brick  block  which  was  erected 
in  that  place.  There  he  located  his  shop  and  by 
close  application  to  his  business,  in  which  he  was 
obliged  to  stand  much  of  the  time  over  the  furnace, 
he  lost  his  health  and  was  obliged  to  give  up  active 
business.  He  then  located  on  a  farm  in  Delhi 
Township,  where  he  still  resides.  On  first  coming 
to  Ypsilanti  our  subject's  father  purchased  Govern- 
ment land  and  bent  his  energies  to  improving  the 
same.  He  followed  farming  for  some  time  most 
successfully   and    is  now  the  owner  of  over  one 

ft' 

thousand  acres  of  fine,  arable  land  in  Ingham 
County,  seven  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  of 
which  is  included  in  one  fann.  This  is  well  im- 
proved and  stocked  and  is  one  of  the  most  valuable 
as  well  as  attractive  farms  in  the  county,  as  its 
owner  is  one  of  the  most  prominent  as  well  ad 
largest  farmei's  here.  He  is  engaged  extensively 
in  breeding  Short-horn  cattle,  Merino  and  York- 
shire hogs. 
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For  niaiiv  veal's  Mr.  Thorhurn,  Sr.  has*  identified 
lilinself  with  church  work  in  tlie  l*reshyterian  <le- 
nomination  having?  heen  Kkler  in  the  churcli  of 
which  he  is  a  nieml)er  for  many  years.  Our  suIk 
ject's  mother  wjis,  in  her  maiden  days.  Miss  Hannah 
.1.  Olds.  She  was  l)orn  in  Brattlehoro,  \'t.,  and  was 
a  daii<>Iit^M*  of  Alanson  Okls,  who  was  also  a  native 
of  Vermont.  He  was  a  cabinet-maker  and  hH.atcd 
at  I^insin^  in  IH47.  Hut  after  cominu;  hither  he 
en«J^ged  in  the  hotel  luisines**  of  North  Lansing 
and  afterward  lcK*ated  on  a  farm  in  Conway.  Liv- 
ingtcm  County,  where  he  died.  Our  >uf)ject's 
mother  died  in  March,  IHHi>,  at  the  ay:e  <»f  sixty 
veal's.  She  was  a  woman  of  sterling  worth  and 
strong  i>er.M>nality  and  l)equ€»athed  these  traits  to 
her  son.     She  was  the  mother  of  three  chihiren. 

W.  W.  Thorhurn  was  raised  on  the  liome  farm 
and  received  the  rudimentary  portion  of  his  edu- 
cation at  the  district  school  of  Mason,  after  which 
he  attended  the  High  S<'hool.  from  which  lie  wa> 
srraduated  with  honoi's.  When  but  nineteen  M'ars 
of  age  he  l)egan  life  for  himself,  working  the  h<»nie 
farm,  then  taking  the  adjoining  farm  unch'r  his 
proprietorship  and  continuing  the  cultivation  of 
this  until  he  was  twenty-two.  Id  IHHI  he  entered 
the  Ontario  \'eterinary  College  where  he  ]>ur^ue<l 
his  studies  for  two  years,  t^raduatinir  in  18h:K  at 
which  time  he  received  the  title  (►f  N'eterinaiv 
Surge<m. 

In  February.  IHHt,  Dr.  Thorburn  located  at  Laii- 
sing  and  has  since  continued  to  practice  his  pro- 
fession here.  In  1H87  he  purchased  the  ground  an<l 
built  the  intirmarv  of  which  he  is  at  present  pro- 
prietor. This  institution  is  complete  in  every  de 
tail,  having  all  the  latest  improvements  and  being 
built  accordintr  to  the  most  advanced  sanitary 
theories  in  use  in  such  places.  It  has  fine  box 
stalls,  pntMimatic  troughs  and  is  perfectly  venti- 
lated and  lisjhted.  It  is.  moreover,  well  located,  be- 
ing  convenient  and  accessible,  both  by  reason  of 
high  road  and  railway  advantages,  to  every  portion 
of  the  surrounding:  country.  Dr.  Thorburn  wa> 
the  fii*st  graduate  of  veterimuv  surgery  to  locale 
in  I^nsing,  and  is  the  oldest  ])racticing  one  now 
here.  Much  of  his  patronage  is  from  adjoining 
counties,  jis  well  as  from  his  own  locality.  Horse 
dealers   and    ownei-s   in    Katon.  Clinton.    luijham. 


Ionia  and  other  countitv  find  Dr.  Thorliunrs  lu- 
firmary  the  safest  and  surest  jilact*  to  send  tine 
animals  that  |K»rhaps  have  Ihmmi  hurt  t>r  have  con- 
tracted S4)me  dist*as<». 

Our  >ubject  adds  tolas  veterinary  pnictiw  farm- 
ing. l»eing  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
.acres  of  fine  lam!  in  Delhi  Township,  only  four 
miles  from  the  city  of  Holt.   It  is  devoted  to  stock- 

« 

farminy:  an<l  here  one  mav  find  some  of  the  finest 
specimens  of  equine  l»eauties.  lie  is  engaged  iu 
raising  bloo<led  hoi*ses.  Short-horn  c*attle  and  tine 
wool  she»-i).  His  |HM*s<mal  att^nticm,  however,  i^ 
given  to  his  infirmary,  having  an  exi>erieneed  fore- 
man jis  >upervisor  of  the  stock  farm.  Thi>  last- 
named  place  i>  well  imiu'oved,  having  g<M>d  build- 
ini»s  and  beautifully-tilled  soil. 

Dr.  Thorburn  was  married  in    MorriiH\  Shiawa.*^ 
see   County.   Octol>er   20.    1886.     His   }»ride  wa>  t 
.Mis>  .Marion  Lans.  who  w.n,'^  a  native  of  .Scotland, 
having  ))een  born  in  Lark  Hall.  I^uiarks]iirt%  Aug- 
ust  IS,   lM(;i.     She   is  a    daughter  of  .John    I-Aug, 
who  i>  a  native  (►f  the  same  plat*e  and  wa.s  there  a 
carter,      ller  grandfather.  Tlumms  I^ng,  was  also  .a 
carter,      ller   father  came  to  America  in  1880  and 
located  Ml    Delhi    Township   where   he  engaged  in 
farniini*-.      He  is  now  in    Alaiedon   Township,    this 
county.      .Mrs.     Thorburn 's    mother    was     in     her 
maiden    days.   .Miss   Mary  Cleland,   also  of  Scotch 
l)irth  and  ancestiy.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Th<mias 
(  leland.  a   farmei-  in    Scotland.     Her  family   weif 
adherents  of  the   IVesbyterian  Church,    which    has 
so  largi'  a   following  in    Scotland,  of  the  strictest 
Calvin istic  kinds.   Mrs.  Thorburn  is  the  fourth  child 
in  a  family    of   twelve    children   who  lived    to  be 
grown.      She    was    reared    and    educated    in     her 
native  country  and  came   to  America   in    1881    in 
the  steamer  "Uolivia,"  a   delightful   trip   of   nine 
days  from  her  starting  point  to  New  York.     Their 
sailing  port  was  (ireenock.      .Vft^r  coming  to  thi^ 
countiv  they  at  once  located   in    Delhi   Ti>wnship, 
where  >he  lived  with  her  parent^**  until  her  marriaire. 
One  child  grace>thi>  union,  a  Inn*,  who  is  the  pride 
and  object   of  the    fondest   ho]>es  on    the   part  of 
both  parents. 

Our  subject  mterest'^  himself  in  every  way  that 
can  be  of  advantage  to  him  in  the  acquiring  of 
knowledge  that  pertains  to  his  profession.     He  is  a 
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member  of  the  State  Veterinary  Medical  Associa- 
tion and  is  on  the  standing  committee  in  regard  to 
legislation  in  veterinary  matters.  He  is  a  constant 
attendant  upon  all  the  State  meetings  and  is  an 
active  worker  in  this  society.  In  his  church  rela- 
tions our  subject  is  by  inclination  as  by  bringing 
up,  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  denomination 
and  has  been  Treasurer  of  the  church  in  Holt  for 
a  number  of  years.  In  his  political  predilection 
he  is  a  thorough  Republican,  finding  in  the  tenets 
and  doctrines  of  that  party  the  balance  of  what  is 
best  and  truest  in  political  life. 


t   ^"  9 
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AMUEL  W.  HAMMOND.  He  whose 
name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  has 
for  twenty  years  been  engaged  in  settling 
the  disputes  of  people  whose  frailty  of 
temi>er  or  strained  ideas  of  equity  bring  tliem  into 
the  Justice  Court,  and  during  that  time  he  has 
CH>mmended  himself  to  the  good  graces  of  just 
men,  and  l)ecome  the  terror  of  offenders  against 
our  laws.  He  was  born  in  Ontario  (-ounty,  N. 
Y.,  June  30,  1824,  and  is  the  son  of  l*otter  and 
Huldah  (Robinson)  Hammond,  l)oth  natives  of  the 
Empire  State.  The  mother  having  died.  May 
15,  1837,  our  subject  with  his  father  soon  after 
came  to  Michigan,  locating  in  Hanover,  Jackson 
County,  where  the  latter  entered  some  CTOvernment 
land. 

Spending  his  lx)yhood  days  in  the  primitive  and 
often  uncleared  wilds  of  Jackson  Count v,  the  lad 
grew  up  a  thoughtful  young  man,  with  a  natural 
trend  toward  logical  reasoning.  He  there  began 
the  study  of  medicine,  reading  all  the  books  upon 
which  he  could  lay  hands.  He  afterward  attended 
the  Medical  College  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he 
graduated  in  the  regular  practice.  He  afterward 
located  at  Charlotte,  Eaton  County,  where  he 
practiced  for  al)Out  two  years.  In  the  meantime 
he  took  upon  himself  the  responsibilities  of 
naarried  life,  his  bride  l)eing  Miss  Mary  Lindcr- 
man,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Caroline  (Harton) 
JJnderman. 

In  1852  our  subject  determined    to  go  to  Cali- 


fornia, and  uncertain  as  to  whether  it  would  be 
better  to  remain  there,  he  moved  his  family  to 
Mason  until  he  should  decide  upon  the  best  course 
to  pursue  in  regard  to  their  following  him.  There 
they  remained  until  he  had  been  gone  two  years. 
His  journey  out  was  made  by  the  overland  route, 
and  his  experience  in  crossing  the  plains  is  a  mem- 
orable one.  He  came  back,  however,  by  way  of 
the  Isthmus,  and  found  the  variety  of  this  trip  de- 
lightful to  a  degree.  While  practicing  his  profes- 
sion in  the  land  of  the  Golden  Gate,  he  was  also 
engaged  in  mining.  On  his  return  he  established 
himself  at  Okemos,  in  Ingham  County,  where  he 
lived  imtil  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  when 
he  joibed  the  army,  being  appointed  by  Gov. 
Blair  as  Surgeon  in  the  Twenty-second  Michigan 
Infantry.  He  was  with  that  regiment  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  was  often  placed  in  many 
dangerous  positions  while  in  the  line  of  duty  on 
the  field  of  battle.  He  was  a  participant  in  the 
campaigns  before  Atlanta,  Nashville  and  in  other 
battles.  At  Nashville  the  rebels  fired  upon  the 
hospital  in  the  face  of  some  half  dozen  yellow 
flags,  which  were  the  recognized  hospital  emblem. 
During  his  service  he  suffered  a  severe  spell  of  sick- 
ness, which  developed  into  spasmodic  asthma,  iand 
after  his  return  from  the  army  he  had  to  discontinue 
tlie  practice  of  medicine,  because  of  the  shattered 
condition  of  his  constitution ► 

Mr.  Hammond  moved  to  the  town  of  Mason, 
Ingham  County,  in  1870,  and  was  soon  after 
elected  to  the  position  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in 
which  capacity  he  has  ever  since  served,  with  the 
exception  of  one  3'ear.  Many  cases  have  been 
tried  before  him,  and  the  decision  of  but  few  has 
been  questioned  or  reversed.  Our  subject  has 
three  children,  who  have  taken  honorable  positions 
in  professional  and  social  life.  The  eldest  child,  a 
daughter,  Kate  M.,  married  Dr.  Ferguson,  of  Oke- 
mos. He  is  a  graduate  of  both  the  old  school 
and  the  school  of  homeopathy,  uniting  in  the  two 
the  best  theorv  and  practice  found  in  each.  Eu- 
gene  is  a  printer,  engaged  in  work  at  Philadelphia. 
Charles  Fremont  is  a  rising  lawyer  in  the  city  of 
Lansing,  this  state. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  votes  with  the  Re- 
publican party.     His  first  vote  was  cast   in    1844, 
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for  lleiirv  ('lav,  but  since  the  formation  of  the 
He|>uhli<*:iii  |mrty,  he  has  ^iven  the  weiji^ht  of  his 
vot<*  t\u(\  iiitluenee  to  it.  Mr.  liainmond  is  a  mein- 
Ikm*  of  the  Prt^shyterian  Chureh.  and  is  a  generous 
sup|H»rler  and  upholder  of  the  same.  In  his  social 
life  he  is  a  .Master  Mason. 


^=m>-m-^m 


tohsi_^ 


name 


JQ>^ 


NSKL  \i.  L.  COVEKT.  The  j^^MitU man  of 
whom  we  write  is  pleas4'd  to  trace  his  an- 
<*estors  back  through  generations  of  honor- 
able men  and  women  to  France,  wheiv  the 
was  originally  (ouver.  The  family  wji> 
driven  out  of  their  native  land  and  took  refuge  in 
Holland  where  the  prefix  Van  was  added  to  the 
name,  (ieorge  \'an( 'ouver.  the  distingui>hed  navi- 
gator, was  a  member  of  the  family  during  that  part 
of  its  history.  Those  who  came  to  America  soon 
drop)HMl  the  I)ut<'h  prefix  and  finally  changed  the 
name  to  Covert.  The  maternnl  grandparents  were 
Isaac  and  Polly  Chandler,  natives  of  New  .lerscv 
who  S4»ttled  in  S'neca  Countv.  N.  V..  at  an  earlv 
chite  and  came  to  Michigan,  settling  in  N'eyay 
'I'ownship.  Ingham  County,  eaily  in  the  hi>tory 
of  that  st*ction. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Covert,  Seneca  County. 
N.  Y.,  June  12,  IH.'M,  his  parents  being  Malilon 
and  Sallie  (Chandler)  Covert,  natives  of  the  sjinic 
town.  I'he  paternal  grandparents  wercJiergun  and 
Ann  Coyert.  natives  of  New  .lersey,  who  were 
earlv  settU'rs  in  Seneca  ('(unity.  N.  V.  I'he  town- 
>\\'i\}  of  Covert  in  that  county  took  its  name  from 
this  family  and  at  auv  time  no  one  but  Cov(»rts 
lived  within  its  bounds.  The  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject grew  up  together  from  childhood  being  close 
nt'ighbors.  and  were  married  in  Covert  and  madt» 
their  home   there   until    1H;^7.  when    they  came    to 

ft 

Michigan  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  what  is  n<>w 
Leslie  Township.  Inirham  County.  The  land  which 
thcN   took  was  all  in  a  wild  condition  and    heavily 

« 

tiujbered  and  they  did  thorough  pioneer  work  in 
>ubduing  it  and  putting  it  in  a  state  of  cultivation. 
The  widowed  mother  who  wa>  bereaved  of  her 
husband  in  February.  1888  when  he  had  completed 
hi>    four-score   year>.  still    live>  on    the    old    place 


wliere  slie  settled  in  lier  earlv  married  life,  fifty- 
four  years  ago.  She  has  now  completed  eighty 
years  of  faithful  and  usteful  life.  Her  hudbaiid  was 

• 

a  farmer  all  hi^  lifetime  and  although  he  began 
without  mean 8  obtained  a  handsome  pi*operty  be- 
fore his  death.  He  worked  hi?  way  up  alone  and 
l>c»ing  a  man  of  decided  opinions  and  l)elief8,  i>o»- 
si»ssed  of  sterling  integrity  and  a  keen  sense*  of 
right  and  wrong,  he  won  the  resixH't  and  admira- 
tion of  all  who  knew  him  and  exerted  a  decided 
influence  over  those  with  whom  he  came  in  c<m- 
tacl.    He  was  oriuinallv  a  Whig  but  finally  became 

•  •  •  • 

a  Republican. 

The  ottice  of  Sui>ervisor  of  Ix^slie  Township  was 
twice  filled  by  Mahlon  Covert,  l)e«ides  numerous 
other  township  ottiees.  IJoth  he  and  his  wife  found 
plea>ure  in  .active  church  work  and  were  nieml>ers 
of  the  Haptist  Church.  For  more  than  fifty  yeai-s 
he  was  a  l)(*acon  in  that  lH)dy  and  exerted  a  great 
nifluencc  in  the  matters  of  religion  and  wai«  in 
every  >en>e  useful  in  his  day  and  generati(m.  They 
had  four  children,  nanudy:  Ansel  H.  L.,  Sanian- 
tha  C..  Marv  A.,  and  Monmouth  I.  all  of  whom 
are    living. 

The  farm  in  Leslie  Township  was  the  .sc»ene  of 
the  early  life  of  our  subject  after  his  parents  i*e- 
nioved  thithei*  in  18.S7.  lie  received  his  education 
in  tiie  conunon  schools  and  took  (me  term  at  what 
is  now  the  Hillsdale  College,  then  located  at  Spring 
Arbor.  Mich,  lie  remained  on  the  farm  with  his 
father,  leaching  school  during  the  winter,  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-six  yeai*s,  when  he  was 
elected  County  Clerk  of  Ingham  Countv  by  the 
Republicans  in  the  fall  of  185H.  and  held  X\u\X 
ottice  for  four  years. 

« 

After  leaving  his  clerkshij)  Mr.  Covert  came  to 
Leslie  and  engaged  in  general  merchandising  in 
partnership  with  Thomas  11.  Keed  and  at  the  same 
time  held  the  ottiees  n{  Justice  of  the  IVact*  and 
Town>hip  Clerk,  .\fter  three  yeai*s  he  gave  up  In's 
other   business  an<l  devoted  himself  entirely  t4>  his 

■ 

work  ;»<  a  Justice  an<l  after  a  year  when  the    Jack- 

ft 

son.  Lan>inir  tV  Saginaw  Railroad  was  built  throuffh 
Leslie  he  was  made  its  agent,  an<l  has  lieeu  railniad 
and  exju'ess  agent  ever  since.  He  is  ni>w  serving 
hi>  twenty-sixth  year  in  that  capacity*.  The  rail- 
road we  have  just  mentioned  is  now  known    as 
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the  Saj^inaw  Division  of  the  Michigan  Central, 
with  which  road  Mr.  Covert  is  now  connected.  He 
owns  stock  in  the  People's  liank  of  I^slie  and  has 
acquired  the  iH)Ssession  of  a  fine  eitchty-acre  farm 
in  Leslie  Township. 

The  lady  who  so  <rracionsly  presides  over  the 
household  of  our  subject  lK»came  Mrs.  Covert 
Sept«ml)er  22,  I80H.  Her  maiden  name  wa.s  Mary 
C  Root  and  her  home  was  in  Mason,  Mich.  She  is 
n  native  of  the  Wolverine  State,  having  been  boni 
in  Plymouth,  Wayne  County,  in  1831)  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Stephen  Root.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Covert 
have  had  six  children,  namely:  John  F.  (deceased); 
Carrie.  Vernie  (deceased'^,  (icrtrude,  (Irace  and 
Katie. 

Carrie  is  the  wife  of  Willis  K.  l^ickett  of  the 
South  Omaha  (Xeb.)  National  I^nk.  She  is  a 
typewriter  and  steno«:i*apher,  and  is  the  only  tme 
of  the  children  who  is  awav  from  home.  Mr. 
Covert  and  his  wife  are  active  and  influential 
menil)ei*s  of  the  liaptist  Church,  and  theirs  is  one 
of  the  representative  families  of  luirham  County, 
a.<  their  lon«»  residence  here,  their  sui)erior  char- 
acter, their  hijjh  intelligence  and  ability,  as  well  as 
their  social  (pialities  place  them  upon  the  highest 
plane.  The  political  views  <»f  our  subject  have  led 
him  to  attiliate  with  the  Republican  party  and  he 
w  res|)ected  as  one  of  its  stronja:  men.  He  is  also  a 
repre.*»entative  memln^r  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  highly  resjiected  by  the  fia- 
t4?mitv. 


*?•?' 
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/  ABEZ  B.  LUTHER,  is  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  on  section  D,  of  Delhi  Townshij), 
Ingham  County,  Mich.  He  has  pasv^d  more 
than  the  threescore  and  ten  vears  usual Iv 
allotted  to  man,  and  yet  his  mental  faculties  areas 
unclouded  as  ever.  He  has  here  ninety  acres  of 
land  of  which  he  himself  is  the  active  proprietor, 
and  which  seem  to  suffer  no  diminution  of  care 
and  attention  from  the  early  yeai-s  when  it  was  his 
pride  U)  keep  his  farm  on  a  par  with  the  h>est  in 
the  county.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State. 
Iiaving    been     l)orn     in    Clinton    County.   N.  Y. 


March  4,  1820.  He  is  the  son  of  William  and 
Eunice  (Allen)  Luther,  the  former  a  native  of 
Rhode  Island,  that  little  State  that  was  a  pioneer 
in  the  Revolutionary  methods  adopted  toward  the 
mother  country,  and  which  sent  out  the  first  ship 
to  battle  foi'  independence.  The  mother  was  a 
native  of  A'ermont,  where  they  were  married  in 
South  Hero.  Thev  moved  to  New  York  where 
Mr.  Luther,  Sr.,  was  engaged  in  farming  until  he 
removed  to  I^nawee  County,  in    1838. 

When  our  subject's  parents  first  entered  Mich- 
igan, they  piHXjeeded  immediately  to  enter  land 
from  the  (Jovernraent,  and  to  thereon  make  a 
home.  Our  subject  was  the  ymingest  of  a  family 
of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  grew  up  and  made 
homes  for  themselves.  There  are  now  but  three 
meml)ers  of  the  family  living.  It  is  lielieVed  by 
manv  meml>ers  of  the  familv  and  indeed,  there  is 
evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  l)elief,  that  the  familv 
are  descendantvS  of  Martin  Luther,  the  father  of 
the  great  reform  movement  in  Europe. 

Col.    Ebenezer     Allen,     our    subject's     gnind- 
father,  was  a  soldier   in    the    Revolutionary    War 
and  was  an  own  cousin  of  Ethan  Allen,  that  Revo- 
lutionarv  hero  who  won  the   victorv  of  Ticonder- 
oga.     On  the  very  day  that  the  death  of  the  old 
hero  occurred,  he  was  at  Mr.  Luther's  grandfather's 
house  and  purchased  a  load  of   hay.     While   driv- 
ing home  in  the  gloaming,  he  was  suddenly  strick- 
en down,  a  victim  of  apoplexy.     Our  subject  has 
l>een    three  times  married.     His    first    wife    lived 
onlv  three  months  and  ten   days  after  their  mar- 
riage.     Two  memlH»rs  of  his  family,  his  wife  and 
his  father,  were  taken  in  two  consecutive  months 
of  184l,l)oth  victims  of  malaria,  that  dread    dis- 
ease of   early    settlei-s.     His  wife  expired   in   the 
month  of  Septeml>er  and  his    father  in    Octoln^r. 
Mr.  Luther  came  to  his  present  farm  in    1842,  pur- 
chasi ULT    one   hundi'cd   and    twentv    acres   of    his 
brother,  and  trading  his  interest  therefor    in    the 
homestead  in  lA^nawee  Count  v.  The  veai*s  since  that 
time  have  l)een  filled  with  a  constant  improvement 
and  culture  of  his  place,  and  it  is  now  one  of  the 
prettiest  plots  in  the  township,  having  a  good  class 
of  buildings  and  the  acres  spreading  on  either  side 
Unng  as  well  tilled  and  fruitful  as  they  are  fertile. 
Four    children     were    lx)rn      of     Mr.    Luther's 
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second  marriage.  Only  one  of  these  is  liv- 
ing, now  residing  on  a  farm  in  Jaekson  County, 
Mich.;  he  has  two  children,  a  boy  and  a 
girl.  One  grandchild,  a  son  of  Jane,  whose 
name  is  J.  I.  Shaw,  survives,  and  is  at  the 
present  time  a  })oy  of  ten  \'ears  of  age.  By  the 
third  marriage  there  were  no  children.  The  laud 
of  which  our  subject  is  proprietor,  is  worth  at  least 
$80  iK?r  acre,  being  under  the  best  of  cultivation 
and  having  good  improvements.  Politically,  our 
subject  has  always  l)een  a  Democrat.  Now,  how- 
ever, he  is  an  Alliance  man,  believing  that  if  there 
is  any  advantage  to  be  gained  for  the  class  of 
which  he  is  one  and  a  representative,  that  his 
brother  agricultuiists  must  unite  and  voice  their 
desires  through  one  of  their  own  representatives. 
He  has  never  had  any  ambition  to  fill  public 
office  and  has  always  refused  to  serve  in  any  such 
capacity. 
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^^ERRY  HENDERSON.     Age   has   its  prerog- 
atives.    No  matter  wliat   the  con(liti(ni>  of 


life  or  the  social  st^mding,  there  are  some 
thin«:s  before  which  vouth  instantlv  and 
involuntarilv  uncovers  in  tlie  presence  of  the 
silent  appeal  which  gray  hair  and  stooping  should- 
ers present.  One  of  its  j)rerogatives  sliouhl  l)e 
rest  from  the  labors  for  there  are  sinely  young 
men  and  women  enough  to  take  the  burden  from 
the  shoulders  that  have  so  long  borne  them,  lie 
of  whom  we  write  has  shifted  tlie  burden,  and  is 
now  living  in  retirement  from  the  active  duties 
incident  to  business  life,  having  formerly  been  a 
merchant  and  miller  in  the  city  of  Mason,  Ingham 
County.  Ikiginning  at  an  early  age  the  serious 
business  of  caring  for  himself,  he  continued  through 
life  to  be  prudent  and  industrious  and  in  his  old 
age  is  able  to  retire  with  a  comfortable  competency 
that  insures  him  immunity  from  want  or  care. 

Mr.  Henderson  was  born  in  the  town  of  Tiilly, 
Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.,  October  1,  l«l;j.  He 
is  a  son  of  Phineas  and  Rachael  (Millej)  Hen- 
derson; the  father  was  a  Scotchman  by  birth,  and 
settled  in  New  Jersey  at  an  early  day.  The  mother 


who  was  bom  in  America,  was  of  German  descent 
Our  subjwt  was  l)ei*eft  of  both  jiarents  when  but  a 
mere  child,  his  mother's  decease  occurring  when 
he  was  but  seven  years  of  age,  and  the  father  pass- 
ing away  when  he  was  only  eight.  His  oldest 
brother,  Peter,  was  the  first  white  child  bom  in  tlie 
town  of  Tully,  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  Our 
subject  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  there  were  six  boys  and  three  girls, 
and  on  his  j)arents*  decease  he  was  taken  into  hij^ 
brother  IVter's  family'  and  cared  for  by  him. 

IVrrv  Henderson  st>ent  his  boyhood  days  on  a 
farm  which   his  brother  Peter  oi)erated,  until  he 
was  eii!:hteen    vears  of   age.     He    received  hut  a 
comnion-sehool  education,  but  by  close  application. 
he  was  enabled  to  l>ecome  a  teacher  at  the  a^e  of 
nineteen.     He  taught  for  several  winters,  s|>ending 
tlie  .-unnner  months  in  farming.     He  then  worked 
by  the  month  for  one  year.     The  following  3ear 
he  (jperated  a  farm  which  he  had   hired  and  then 
purchased  a  small  farm  of  seventy-five  acres,  and 
the  fact  that  he  was  enabled  so  to  do,  proves  that 
he  had    been    economical,    hoarding   his   earnings 
tuitil  they  aggregated  (pute  a  sum.     He  continued 
to  own    the   farm   referred   to,    until    he    came  to 
Michigan  in  lHtr>.  He  was  married  February,  1838 
to  Miss  Ihildah  (  liristian,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Ilnhlah  (Heath)  Christian.    B\'  this  marriage  there 
were  seven  cliihlren,  three  of  whom  are  still  living* 
riiose     who    died    left   no    families.     The   livinr^ 
children  are  Henry  T.,  Wade  J.   and    a   daughter*' 
wliose  name  is  Catherine  E.     Henry   P.   was  l>or*^ 
in    Tully    Township,   (hiondaga   County,  N.   V    • 
P'ebruary,   1843.     After  coming  to  Mason  with  h»  *' 
parents,  he  studied  law  and  here  married.    He  ir^* 
appointed    by     President    Cleveland,    Territori-^ 
Judge  for  the  Territory  of  Utah  and  served  for 
|)eriod  of  four  yeai-s.     His  home  is  now  in  Ogde  ^ 
rtah,  where  he  is  engaged  in   the  practice  of  h    ^ 
j)rofession.     He  is  married   but  has    no   childi^^^ 
Wade  J.  was   born   in   Yevay  Township,    Inghar-^ 
County.  lHr)3.     He  has  been  engaged  in  the  boor^^ 
and  slioe  trade  in  Portland,  Mich.     His  partner  ir^ 
life  is  deceased  and    their   on\y   son,    Richard   1?^ 
Hendeison,  makes  his  home  with  our  subject.     He 
served  as  a  i)age  during  the  last  meeting  of   the 
Michigan  Legislature.     He  is  but  fifteen   years  of 


PORTKAIT  AND  BIOORAPHK'AL  ALBUM. 


271 


and  earned  %25(h  Oiu*  subject's  only  livins: 
liter,  Catharine  K.  Hendei-son,  was  lH>rn  in 
.  She  has  always  suffered  the  disadvantaj?e 
-vins^  poor  health.  She  makes  her  home  with 
ather. 

•.  Hendei*son  eanie  to  Michigan  in  lH4r>,  hx*at- 
n  J-.eroy  Township,  Iniifham  County,  where  he 
lased  a  farm,  livinir  upon  it  for  a  j)eriod   of 
yeai-s.     At    the   expiration   of  that  time  he 
4eeted  Sheriff,  and  it  \mi\^  necessary  that  he 
d  have  a  more  central  reisidence  he  removed 
fison,  and  was  elected  Superintendent  of  the 
ity  Poor.  servin<r  in  this  capacity  two  terms  of 
►'ears  each,     lie  had   previously   been    Super- 
of  Leroy  Townshi])  for  five  yeai*s,  and   aft<»r 
(ig  to  Mason,  was  elected  Supervisor  of  \'evay 
iship  four  times.     This   was   previous   to   it> 
ation  from  the  city  proper, 
litically    our   subject    is  a    I)enuK*rat   of   the 
•sonian  stani])  and  type,     lie   was   Mayor  of 
itv  for  one  term  and  has  served  as  .Vlderman 
the  fii'st  ward  a    numlKM*  of    times.     In    his 
ous  connection  he  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
L*h  as  is  also  his  wife,   and    he    performs    the 
of  Deacon   in  that   body.     Our  subject   was   i 
riginator  and  upbuilder  of  the  Ph(enix  Klour- 
lills,  erecting  the  building  and  starting  it  to 
ng  in  the  fall  of   IHoH.     lie   was   connected 
the  mill  some  ten    veai*s,  at    the  same    time 
ig  a  partnei-ship  in  the  hardware  business  and 
g  it  a  general  oversight  from  the  yeai*s   18(58 
Hf).     lie  has  handled  agricultural  implements 
me  extent,  and   ha^s  also   auctioneered,     lie 
that  at  his  age  he   does    not   care    to   again 
business  and  indeed,  there  is  no  necessitv  for 
iing  so. 


LlSllA  K.  SMKDLKV.  That  pei-sistent  in- 
dustry and  good  judgment  almost  inva- 
'  liablv  win  success  is  a  fact  whose  truth  has 
*  l)ecn  disputed,  and  upon  the  j)ossi»s*4or  of 
traits  of  character  fortune  usuallv  showei-s 
lessings.  Lansing  Township.  Ingham  (ounty. 
ted  for  the  manv    l)eautiful    farms  which  lie 


within  her  iKumdaries,  and  it  is  universally  ad- 
mitted that  no  portion  of  the  State  has  lieen  im- 
l)roved  to  a  greater  extent  than  the  vicinity  of  the 
capital  city.  Business  and  pleasure  often  call  the 
traveler  to  various  i)ortions  of  the  township,  and 
as  he  passes  along  the  Pine  l^ke  Hoad,  he  inva- 
riably pauses  with  admiring  gaze  at  the  home- 
stead of  Mr.  Smedley,  which  is  |)leasantly  located 
one-half  mile  north-east  of  the  citv  limits  of  l^n- 

J^ing. 

ft  is  only  through  long  continued  effort  that 
Mr.  Smedley  has  attained  to  his  present  |>osition, 
where  he  c^n  reflect  upon  the  past  with  satisfac- 
tion and  look  forward  to  a  future  s()ent  in  the  en- 
joyment of  a  comfortable  comj)etency.  llis  fine 
farm  on  section  2,compri.Hesone  hundre<l  acres,  and 
is  eml)ellished  with  a  sul)stantial  set  of  buildings, 
the  most  noticeable  among  them  Iteing  the  commo- 
dious residence  wherein  he  and  his  estimable  wife 
dispense*  a  generous  hospitality.  The  bams  are 
conveniently  arranged  and  adapted  to  the  storage 
of  grain  and  shelter  of  st<x*k,  while  the  fertile  .soil 
yields  to  the  careful  husbandman  a  bountiful  har- 
vest of  golden  grain. 

The  owner  of  this  line  proi^erty  is  the  son  of 
Solomon  (i.  and  Polly  (Wright)  Smedley,  natives 
of  the  State  of  A'ermont,  who  i*emoved  to  Tioga 
County,  N.  V.,  in  1822,  and  from  thei*e  to  Onon- 
daga County,  the  same  State.  In  that  county 
Klisha  K.,  of  this  skete'h,  was  Ijoru  January  28, 
1827,  and  there  his  earlv  veai-s  were  uneventfullv 

•       •  • 

passi»d.  His  father  followed  the  trade  of  a  black- 
smith, and  was  also  a  farmer.  He  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  served  tm  I^ke  diamplain 
as  a  Minute  Man.  An  honorable  man,  whose  ever v 
action  was  characterized  by  integrity,  by  dint  of 
his  industry  he  raised  himself  from  a  humble  rank 
to  a  i>osition  of  influenc*e  in  the  community  whei*e 
he  so  long  resided.  His  death  occurred  in  1881), 
at  the  age  of  ninety -one  yeai*s.  The  paternal  grand- 
father of  Our  subject.  Samuel  Smedley.  was  also  a 
native  of  Vermont. 

I'pon  arriving  at  man's  estate,  our  subject  com- 
menced in  life  for  himself  as  a  farmer,  ami  pur- 
sued the  even  tenor  of  his  way,  engaged  in  a 
IK»aceful  conflict  with  the  unimj)roved  and  weed- 
producing  soil.     F<»r  many  years  he  worked  alon^. 
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but  finally  concluded  that  he  could  accomplish 
more  with  the  aid  of  an  eflicient  helpmate,  and  ac- 
cordingly he  wooed  and  won  as  his  wife  Miss 
Sarah  M.  Russell,  a  daughter  of  Nathan  Russell,  a 
native  of  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  Tlie  bride  was 
lx)rn  in  that  county,  August  31,  1842,  and  was 
carefully  trained  by  her  parent  for  the  duties 
which  afterward  came  to  her.  The  coroniony 
which  united  her  with  our  subject  was  solemnized 
September  9,  1869,  and  of  tlie  happy  union  three 
children  have  been  l)om.  Frank  L.,  who  was  bi)rn 
October  22,  1874,  is  now  attending  the  Interlake 
Commercial  College  of  Lansing,  and  preparing 
himself  for  a  commercial  life;  Orrin  E.  and  War- 
ren L.,  twins,  were  born  January  14,  1871).  W'tw- 
ren  died  in  infancy,  and  Orrin  still  remains  under 
the  parental  roof. 

In  1866  Mr.  Smedley  came  to  ^Michigan,  pro- 
ceeding directly  to  the  farm  upon  which  he  is  now 
located,  and  which  he  had  purcluised  one  year  pre- 
vious to  his  permanent  location  hero.  It  wa>  at 
that  time  timl)er  land,  and  all  the  iinprovtiiuiits 
upon  it  stand  as  monuments  to  his  industry  and 
energy.  In  politics  he  is  a  Hepiihliean.  and  has 
served  his  fellow-citizens  in  various  po>iti()ns  of 
responsibility.  He  is  an  attendant  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  to  which   his  wife    hclunus. 


URTIS  E.  HArcUIAWOlT.  The  business 
men  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  are  a  class 
of  whom  the  city  may  well  feel  proud,  as 
thev  have  added  greatly,  not  only  to  her  financial 
strength,  but  also  toher  rej)ut4ition  among  the  cities 
of  Michigan.  Their  probity  and  enterprise,  their 
intelligence  and  united  efforts  for  the  upbuilding 
of  business  interests  in  the  capital  city  have  been  a 
power  which  cannot  be  lightly  estimated. 

Our  subject,  who  has  one  of  the  finest  stores  in 
the  city  and  is  a  man  of  t»enuine  and  widespread 
popularity,  is  in  the  retail  grocery  trade,  lie  was 
born  in  Brimtield,  Portage  County.  ()hi<».  .Ian nary 
7,  1856  and  is  the  sim  of  Charles  Haughawout  who 
was  a  farmer  and   an   early   settler   in    Brimtield. 


The  grandfather,  Peter,  was  a  Pennsylvaniau  by 
l>irth  but  died  in  Brimfield.  Tlie  father  came  to 
Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1871  and  located  at  North 
Lansing  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  still 
owns  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  adjoining  the  corpora- 
tion. The  mother,  who  was  Sarah,  daughter  of 
Johii  Boosinger,  was  l)orn  in  Brimfield,  Ohio,  and 
died  in  North  lousing  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years. 
She  was  a  devoted  meml)er  of  the  I'niversalist 
Clnu'ch.  and  our  subject  was  her  only  child  by 
this  union.  By  her  first  marriage  she  has  one  son, 
E.  I).  Sawyer,  who  enlisted  in  1861, in  the  Forty-sec- 
ond Ohio  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  coininir  <»ut  of  the  army  with  the  rank  of  a  Ser- 
geant.  lie  now  resides  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  is  a 
l)r<)niinent  citizen  of  that  city,  being  the  ex-Sheriff  of 
the  count \'. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  was  brought  up  as  farmer 
boys  are  upon  the  farm  and  attended  the  district 
M'hool.  lie  attended  the  North  Tensing  School 
and  later  the  High  School  and  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen years  took  a  course  in  l^rtlett's  Business  Col- 
leiie.  He  then  obtained  a  situation  as  bookkeeper 
for  H.  E.  Mart,  a  miller  at  North  I^nsing,  and  i-e- 
niained  with  him  for  some  time,  finally  taking 
charue  of  the  business  wheneyer  Mr.  Hart  was  awav. 
After  being  manager  of  this  concern  for  sorae  five 
years,  he  started  into  business  for  himself.  ILc  had 
meanwhile  engaged  in  buying  wheat  on  the  street 
at  North  Lansing  for  Hart  Bros. 

In  1H8:3  our  subject  started  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness, becoming  a  partner  with  his  father  under  the 
iirni  name  of  Haughawout  <fe  Son.  They  established 
themselves  first  in  North  I^nsing  on  Turner  Street 
and  afterward  on  P'ranklin  Street  Three  vears 
latei-  they  started  a  branch  store  on  Washington 
Avenue  in  Lansing,  which  was  especially  under  the 
charge  of  the  son,  while  he  still  continued  as  part- 
ner in  the  original  store.  After  an  exj)erimental 
six  months,  the  young  man  sold  out  his  int^jrest  in 
the  old  store  to  his  father  and  devoted  himself  en- 
tirely to  his  new  store,  enlarging  it  and  improving 
it  and  soon  being  able  to  buy  out  his  father's  in- 
terest in  the  Lansing  enterprise.  Two  years  later 
he  sold  out  the  entire  business  and  then  began  in  a 
drugstore,  in  the  Smith  Block  on  Washington  Ave- 
nue.    Six  months  later  he  removed  his  stock  to  his 
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present  stand  and  added  a  line  of  groceries.  He 
found  this  to  be  the  more  profitable  venture,  and 
disposing  of  his  drug  business  has  since  then  en- 
larged and  improved  his  grocery  store,  until  he  has 
one  of  the  best  establish  men  t<«  in  the  city. 

Ida  Elder  was  the  name  by  which  Mrs.  Haugha- 
wout!  was*  known  in  her  maiden  days.  She  was 
married  in  1879  and  is  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Mathew 
Klder,  an  architect  by  profession,  who  died  from 
the  effect  of  a  wound  which  he  received  at  (Gettys- 
burg. His  wife  departed  this  life  in  1881.  Mr. 
Haughawout  has  served  one  term  as  Alderman  of 
the  First  Ward  and  has  also  been  Supervisor  for 
one  year.  He  is  prominently  identified  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  Although  he  does  not  devote  much  time 
U>  politics  he  gladly  serves  his  party  upon  the  Ward 
Committee,  and  he  has  an  unfailing  confidence  in 
the  future  prosperity  of  the  Democratic  |>arty. 


I@«@1^M^ 


REDERICK  J.  LEE.  On  the  opposite  i>age 
j)  appears  a  portrait  of  Mr.  Ijee^  who  is  a 
/i\  prominent  capitalist  located  in  Howell, 
Mich.  He  is  a  worthy  representative  of  a  distin- 
guished family  in  which  warriors,  educators  and 
men  who  have  been  i)otent  in  commercial  life  have 
been  conspicuous.  Mr.  I^e  is  a  native  of  (?reen- 
vill,  Green  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  born  May  18, 
1821.  He  is  the  son  of  Ouy  C.  and  Sally  (Bene- 
dict) I^e,  natives  of  Castle  ton,  Vt.  and  Danbury, 
Conn.  The  former  was  a  farmer  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1836  at  which  time  he  purchased  four  hun- 
dred acres  of  land  in  Marion  Township,  this  county, 
located  on  sections  7  and  8. 

For  twelve  yeai-s  Guy  C.  l^e  resided  upon  the 
farm  that  he  purchased  on  first  making  his  advent 
in  this  State  and  then  traded  it  for  a  farm  of  two 
hundred  acres  lying  within  the  village  limits  of 
Howell.  I'pon  this  place  he  built  a  home  and 
lived  until  his  decrease,  which  took  place  in  IHol. 
His  wife  died  in  1873.  They  had  a  family  of  five 
children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  (ieorge  W., 
Henry  B.,  Laurella,  Clara  and  Frederick  J.  Only 
two  of  these  are  now  living,  they  l>eing  our  subject. 


of  whom  we  shall  attempt  to  give  a  correct  though 
concise  biographical  sketch,  and  Henry  B.,  a  wealthy 
gentleman  who  lives  in  Ypsilanti. 

Our  subject  in  his  l)oyhood  was  surrounded  with 
the  best  of  influences.  His  father,  who  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  very  wealthy  men  of  the  county*, 
while  not  a  church  member  was  a  strictly  moral 
man.'  Profanity  was  unknown  to  his  lips,  neither 
did  he  use  tobacco  or  stimulants  of  any  kind.  He 
was  a  radical  temperance  man  and  observed  the 
Sabbath  day  very  strictl}'.  His  father  and  our  sub- 
ject's grandfather  was  Col.  Noah  I^ee,  his  wife  l)e- 
ing  Dorcas  (Bird)  Lee.  They  were  l)otli  natives 
of  Connecticut.  The  former  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation  and  served  as  Colonel  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  He  also  served  during  the  French 
and  Indian  War,  having  first  enlisted  when  fifteen 
years  of  age,  but  was  afterward  rejected  on  account 
of  his  youth.  One  of  the  staff  of  officers  standing 
by  when  he  went  to  enlist  said,  ''enlist  him  and  1 
will  take  him  as  a  waiter."  Thus  he  was  accepted 
and  sworn  in  as  a  soldier,  this  l>eing  in  1761. 

After  the  war  Col.  Noah  I.,ee  with  Amos  Bird 
was  the  firet  white  man  that  ever  stop{)ed  over 
night  in  Castleton  Township,  Rutland  County,  Vt. 
They  secured  a  large  amount  of  land  and  l>ecame 
settlers  of  prominence.  The  gentleman  was  asso- 
ciated with  some  of  the  Colonial  heroes  and  the 
following  is  a  letter  written  by  Ethan  Allen  to  Col. 
lA»e: 

"From  Ethan  Allen, 

TiroNDKROiiA,  May  2;'>,  177o, 

C.viT.  NoAii  Lek, 

Skkexhoro(<jii. 
Sir: — This  moment  1  have  received  youi*s  of  the 
23d.  True,  I  am  much  encumbered  in  business, 
nevertheless  I  am  apprised  that  Skeenlx)rough  is 
an  im])ortant  post  which  must  be  occupied  by  the 
araiy  for  liberty.     I  am  satisfied  that  you   have 

•  •  • 

conducted  worthily  in  that  station  and  am  con- 
tented you  should  command  that  post,  except  you 
take  some  adequate  command  with  me  in  the  front 
part  of  the  army.  I  expect  shortly  the  Ctmtinental 
('ongress  will  ap[)oint  a  commander  for  this  depart- 
ment, so  that  you  need  not  hold  your  preferment 
under  either  the  cori)s  of  O.  M.  l^)ys  or  Col.  Arnold. 
Cndoubtedly  we  shall  all  Ik*  rewarded  accordinsr  to 
our  merits  in  this  or  the  coming  world 

From  your  friend, 

Ethan  Ai.lkn." 
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For  manv  veai*s  Mr.  Thurhurii,  Sr.  has  iden tided 
liiiiis^lf  witli  chui'ch  work  in  the  l*re«byteriaii  de- 
noinination  having  been  Kldor  in  the  ehureh  of 
which  he  is  a  inenilier  for  many  veai*s.  Our  sul>- 
jtH't's  mother  was,  in  her  maiden  days.  Miss  Hannah 
.1.  Olds.  She  was  lK»rn  in  Hrattlehoro,  Vt.,  and  was 
a  daughter  of  Alanson  Olds,  who  was  also  a  native 
of  Vermont.  He  was  a  cabinet-maker  and  l(K*aled 
at  Lansing  in  1H47.  But  after  coming  liither  he 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business  of  North  Lanbiug 
and  afterward  kn'ated  on  a  farm  in  Conwav.  Liv- 
ington  County,  where  he  died.  Our  subject's 
mother  died  in  March,  1889,  at  the  aye  of  sixty 
yeai's.  Slie  was  a  woman  of  sterling  worth  and 
strong  pei-sonality  and  l>ec|ueatiied  these  traits  to 
her  son.     She  was  the  mother  of  three  children. 

W.  W.  Thorburn  was  raisi»d  on  the  home  farm 
and  received  the  rudimentary  portion  of  his  edu- 
cation at  the  district  school  of  Mason,  after  whieh 
lie  attended  the  High  School,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  with  honoi*s.  When  but  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  liegan  life  for  hiniscif,  working  the  home 
farm,  then  tnking  the  adjoining  farm  under  his 
proprietorsliip  and  continuing  the  cultivation  of 
this  until  he  was  twenty-two.  In  1881  he  entered 
the  Ontario  Veterinary  College  where  he  ])ursued 
his  studies  for  two  yeai*s,  graduating  in  18H,S.  at 
which  time  he  received  the  title  of  N'eterinaiy 
Surgeon. 

In  February,  1884,  Dr.  Thorburn  l(x*ated  at  Lan- 
sing and  has  since  continued  to  practice  his  |)ro- 
fes«ion  here.  In  1887  he  purchaNcd  the  ground  and 
built  the  intirmary  of  which  he  is  at  present  pro- 
prietor. This  institution  is  complete  in  every  de 
tail,  having  all  the  latest  im|)rovements  and  being 
built  according  to  the  most  advanced  sanitary 
theories  in  use  in  such  places.  It  has  fine  box 
stalls,  pneumatic  trough.s  and  is  perfectly  venti- 
lated and  lighted.  It  is,  moreover,  well  located.  Ink- 
ing convenient  and  accessible,  both  by  reason  of 
high  road  and  railway  advantages,  to  every  portion 
of  the  surrounding  country.  Dr.  Thorburn  was 
the  first  graduate  of  veterinary  surgery  to  locate 
in  I^ansing,  and  is  the  oldest  j>racticing  one  now 
here.  Much  of  his  patronage  is  from  adjoining 
counties,  as  well  as  from  his  own  l<x*ality.  Horse 
dealers   and    owners   in    Katon,  Clinton,   Ingham, 


Ionia  and  other  counties  find  Dr.  Thorburn 's  In- 
firmary the  safe»<t  and  surest  place  to  s**nd  \Uw 
animals  that  perhaps  have  lK*en  hurt  or  have  con- 
tracted some  disease*. 

Our  subject  adds  to  his  veterinary  pmctice  farm- 
ing, l»eing  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  fine  land  in  Delhi  Township,  only  four 
miles  from  the  city  of  Holt.   It  is  devoted  to  st(X;k- 

« 

farming  and  here  one  may  find  some  of  the  finest 
specimens  of  equine  l»eauties.  He  is  engaged  in 
raising  blooded  lioi*ses.  Short-horn  cattle  and  fine 
wool  she*^).  His  pei-sonal  attenli<m,  however,  is 
given  to  his  infirmary,  having  an  experienced  fore- 
man }is  su|H»rvisor  of  the  st<x*k  farm.  This  last- 
named  place  is  well  improved,  having  good  build- 
ing><  and  beautifully-tilled  soil. 

Dr.  Thorburn  wa^  married  in  Morrice,  Shiawas- 
see County.  Octol>er  20,  188H.  His  bride  was  a 
Miss  Marion  Lang,  who  was  a  native  of  Scotland. 
having  been  born  in  Uirk  Hall,  I^markshire,  Aug- 
ust IS,  1S(U.  She  is  a  daughter  of  John  l^ng, 
wiio  is  a  native  of  the  same  place  and  was  there  a 
carter.  Her  giandfather.  Tlnmias  I^ng,  wa.s  also  a 
carter.  Her  father  came  to  America  in  1880  and 
located  \u  Delhi  Township  where  he  engaged  in 
farniiuir.  He  is  now  in  .Vlaiedon  Township,  this 
count  \.  Mrs.  Thorburn 's  mother  was  in  her 
maiden  days.  Miss  Mary  Cleland,  also  of  Scotch 
birth  and  ancestry.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Thomas 
(  leland,  a  farmer  in  Scotland.  Her  family  were 
adlnrents  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  which  has 
so  large  a  following  in  Scotland,  of  the  strictest 
Calvinistic  kinds.  Mi*s.  Thorburn  is  the  fourth  child 
in  a  family  of  twelve  children  who  lived  to  be 
grown.  She  was  reared  and  educated  in  her 
native  country  and  came  to  America  in  1881  in 
the  steamer  '"Bolivia,"  a  delightful  trip  of  nine 
days  from  her  starling  point  to  New  York.  Their 
sail iiiiT  port  was  (ireenock.  After  coming  to  this 
country  they  at  once  located  in  Delhi  Township, 
where  she  lived  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage. 
One  child  graces  this  union.alM>y,  who  is  the  pride 
and  object  of  the  fondest  lio]>es  on  the  part  of 
both  parents. 

Our  subject  interests  himself  in  every  way  that 
can  Ije  of  advantage  to  him  in  the  acquiring  of 
knowledge  that  pertains  to  his  profession.     He  is  a 
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to  Michigan  the  1st  of  September,  183L  The 
lineage  and  early  history  of  this  interesting  family 
is  worth  the  perusal  of  the  reader,  and  will  be 
found  in  connection  with  the  sketcli  of  .).  D. 
Wood  worth,  M.  D.,  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  this 
volume. 

Eight  children  of  this  family  grew  to  maturity, 
and  Fred  was  the  youngest  of  the  flock.  He  was 
reared  upon  the  old  homestead  in  Blackman  Town- 
ship, Jackson  County^,  and  availed  himself  thor- 
oughly of  a  common  school  education,  attending 
High  School  also  at  Jackson.  He  remained  with 
his  mother  until  1866,  and  for  three  years  prior  to 
that  date  he  had  been  studying  civil  engineering, 
l)ut  he  finally  decided  to  abandon  the  pursuit  of 
that  branch  of  education  and  to  give  himself  thor- 
oughly to  preparation  for  the  medical  professsion. 
He  was,  no  doubt,  largely  influenced  in  this  deci- 
sion by  the  fact  that  he  would  be  able  to  study 
under  the  superintendence  of  his  brother.  Dr.  J.  I). 
Wood  worth,  of  I^slie. 

After  reading  for  some  time  with  his  brother  he 
entered  the  medical  department  of  the  University 
of  Michigan,  and  after  a  two  years'  course  there 
became  a  student  of  the  Detroit  Medical  College, 
where  he  took  his  diploma  in  the  spring  of  1869. 
The  young  Doctor  then  began  his  practice  at  I-«es- 
lie,  and  after  a  year  and  a  half  located  in  1872,  in 
the  village  of  Onondaga,  where  he  has  built  up  an 
excellent  practice,  having  given  himself  entirely 
to  the  pursuit  of  his  profession.  He  owns  a  small 
farm  in  the  vicinity  and  takes  a  lively  interest  in 
it«  culture. 

The  Republican  platform  and  declarations  em- 
body the  i>olitical  views  which  are  held  by  Dr. 
Woodworth,  and  in  the  prosperity  of  that  party 
he  feels  a  deep  interest.  He  has  held  sundry  local 
offices,  such  as  Township  Supervisor,  Township 
Clerk,  School  Insi)ector,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
County  Committee.  He  has  attained  to  the  third 
degree  in  the  order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
and  is  also  identified  with  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen. 

Dr.  Woodworth  was  happily  married  to  Miss 
Louise  C.  Baldwin,  Octol)er  9,  1873.  This  lady 
was  born  in  Livonia,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
March  2,1885,  and  previous   to   her  marriage  had 


been  a  resident  of  Onondaga.  Her  parents  were 
Thomas  K.  and  Dorcas  (Greene)  Baldwin,  are  na- 
tives of  V'ermont.  No  children  have  brightened 
the  home  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Woodworth,  but  their 
kindly  nature  leads  them  to  make  life  pleasant  for 
others,  and  their  influence  in  the  community  is  al- 
ways for  good. 
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OSEPII  W.  BAILEY.  One  of  the  pleasant- 
est  homes  in  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  is 
the  one  which  is  jointly  presided  over  by 
Mr.  and  Mi*s.  Bailey,  whose  intelligence  and 
affability  create  about  them  a  delightful  atmosphere 
of  hospitality  and  genuine  enjoyment.  In  their 
society  their  friends  find  a  pleasant  respite  from 
the  cares  and  fatigues  of  business  and  home  duties, 
as  well  as  an  intellectual  stimulus  in  the  best  di- 
rection-. 

Our  subject,  who  is  carrying  on  business  in  the 
line  of  real  estate  and  insurance  in  connection 
with  his  partner,  Mr.  Klockseim,  was  formerly  an 
editor  in  Portland,  Ionia  County.  He  was  born 
in  liattle  Creek,  on  the  1 1th  of  April,  1847,  his 
honored  father  l)eing  *)ames  Bailey,  a  Yorkshire- 
man,  who  was  a  fancy  silk  weaver  and  also  a  music 
teacher.  His  weaving  was  of  a  superior  kind  and 
one  of  his  specialties  was  the  manufacture  of  hand- 
some vest  patterns,  which  were  at  that  time  ex- 
ceedingh'  popular.  He  t^ame  to  Battle  Creek  in 
1842,  and  engaged  in  work,  both  at  his  trade  and 
as  a  teacher,  but  later  acquired  a  farm  in  Eagle 
Township,  Eaton  County,  which  he  carried  on 
farming  during  the  summei-s,  and  spent  the  win- 
ters in  teaching. 

In  1856  he  sold  his  property  in  Eaton  County 
and  removed  to  Portland  Township,  Ionia  County, 
where  he  took  an  improved  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  eighty-three  acres,  and  remained  there  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1884.  His  father, 
Richard  liailey,  had  come  with  him  to  Ionia  County 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  was 
a  miner  in  England.  Sovina  Pitchforth,  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  who  was  also  of  Yorkshire  birth, 
came  hither  with  him  and  died  in  1880.     Of  her 
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for  lienrv  Clay,  hut  since  the  formation  of  the 
i{e))uhlic*an  party,  he  hai<  ^iven  the  weiji^lit  of  his 
vot4»  and  influence  to  it.  Mr.  Hammond  is  a  mem- 
lK»r  of  the  Presl)yterian  Church,  and  is  a  generous 
support4^r  and  upholder  of  the  same.  In  liis  social 
life  he  is  a  Master  Mason. 


^    '^^^ 


r.NSKI-  K.   L.  COVEKT.     The  «^entlcnian  of 
whom  we  write  is  pleased  to  trace  his  an- 
cestors back  through  generations  of  honor- 
'tS//  able  men  and  w^omen  to  France,  where  the 

name  was  originally  Couyer.  The  family  wn> 
driyen  out  of  their  natiye  land  and  t(K)k  refuge  in 
Holland  where  the  prefix  Van  was  added  to  the 
name,  (ieorge  VanCouver,  the  distingui>hed  navi- 
gator, was  a  meml)er  of  the  family  duriiiir  thrtti)art 
of    it**  history.     Those  who  came  to  America  soon 

4 

dropped  the  I)ut<.*h  prefix  and  tinally  changed  tlu' 
name  to  Coyert.  The  maternal  grandparents  wcic 
Isaac  and  Polly  Chandler,  natives  of  New  Jersey 
who  settled  in  Seneca  County.  N.  V..  at  an  earh 
date  and  came  to  Michigan,  settling  in  \  cvay 
Township,  Ingham  Cotinty.  early  in  the  history 
of  that  section. 

Our  suhj€»ct  was  l>orn  in  Covert,  SMieca  County. 
N.  v..  June  12,  1881.  his  parents  being  Mahluii 
and  Sallie  (Chandler)  Covert,  natives  of  the  same 
town.  The  paternal  grandparents  wereJU'rgun  and 
Ann  Covert,  natives  of  New  Jersey,  who  were 
early  settlers  in  Seneca  County.  N.  V.  The  town- 
ship  of  Coyert  in  that  county  took  its  name  from 
this  family  and  at  one  time  no  one  but  Coverts 
lived  within  its  lM)unds.  The  parent^^  of  our  sul»- 
ject  grew  up  together  from  childhood  l)eing  close 
neighbors,  and  were  married  in  Covert  and  made 
their  home  there  until  1S87.  when  they  came  to 
Michigan  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  what  is  now 
Leslie  Township.  Ingham  County.  The  land  which 
they  took  was  all  in  a  wild  c(mditi(m  and  heavily 
timl)ered  and  they  did  thorough  picmeer  work  in 
subduing  it  and  putting  it  in  a  state  of  cultivation. 

The  widowed  mother  who  was  bereaved  of  her 
husband  in  February,  1««H  when  he  had  completed 
his   four-score   years,  still   lives  on    the    old    !)lace 


where  she  settled  in  her  early  married  life,  fifty- 
four  years  ago.  She  has  now  completed  eighty 
years  of  faithful  and  useful  life.  Her  husband  was 

• 

a  farnier  all  his  lifetime  and  although  he  began 
without  means  obtained  a  handsome  pro|)erty  l>e- 
fore  his  death.  He  worked  his  way  up  alone  and 
l>c»ing  a  man  of  decided  opinions  and  l>elief8,  |K)s- 
si»s.«4ed  of  sterling  integrity  and  a  keen  sense  of 
right  and  wrong,  he  won  the  res|x*ct  and  admira- 
tion of  all  who  knew  him  and  exerted  a  decided 
inrtuence  over  those*  with  whom  he  came  in  cfm- 
tact.  He  was  originally  a  Whig  but  finally  became 
a  Uepulilican. 

The  ottice  of  Supervisor  of  Ix^slie  Township  was 
twiee  tilled  by  Mahlon  Covert,  lH?sides  numerous 
other  townshi])  ottices.  Both  he  and  his  wife  foun<l 
plea>ure  in  active  church  wx>rk  and  were  nieml>ers 
of  the  lijiptist  Church.  For  more  than  fifty  yeai-s 
he  was  a  Deacon  in  that  lH)dy  and  exerted  a  great 
intluence  in  the  matters  of  religion  and  was  in 
eveiN  sen>e  u>efiil  in  his  day  and  generation.  They 
had  four  ehildren.  namely:  Ansel  U.  L.,  Sanian- 
tha  ('..  Mary  A.,  and  Monmouth  I.  all  of  whom 
are   living. 

riu'  farm  in  Leslie  Townshi j)  wjis  the  s<*ene  of 
the  e.arly  life  of  our  subject  after  his  jMU'ents  re- 
moved thithei'  in  1887.  He  received  hiseducation 
in  tiie  common  schools  and  t<K)k  ime  t«rm  at  wliat 
i.>  now  the  Hillsdale  C4»llege.  then  loc-ated  at  Spring 
Arbor.  Mich.  He  remained  on  the  farm  with  his 
father,  teaching  school  during  the  winter,  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-six  years,  when  he  was 
elected  County  Clerk  of  Ingham  County  by  the 
Republicans  in  the  fall  of  1856.  and  held  that 
office  foi*  four  years. 

After  leaving  his  clerkship  Mr.  Covert  cume  to 
Leslie  and  engaged  in  general  merchandisiiiir  in 
j)artnership  with  Thomas  H.  Keed  and  at  the  same 
time  held  the  ottices  of  Justice  of  the  lVac»e  and 
Township  Cleik.  After  three  yeai*s  he  gave  up  his 
other  business  and  devoted  him.self  entirely  to  his 
work  as  a  Justice  and  after  a  year  when  the  Jack- 
son.  Lansinu:  iV  Saginaw  [Railroad  was  built  through 
Leslie  he  was  made  its  agent,  and  h.as  l)een  railroad 
and  express  agent  ever  since.  He  is  now^  serving 
his  twenty-sixth  year  in  that  capacity.  The  rail- 
vosid  we  haye  just  mentioned   is  now  known    as 
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the  Saginaw  Division  of  the  Michigan  Central, 
with  which  road  Mr.  Covert  is  now  cM>nneeted.  He 
owns  stock  in  the  Peo|)le*s  Bank  of  lx»slie  and  1ms 
acquired  the  i>ossession  of  a  fine  eighty-acre  farm 
ill  Leslie  Township. 

The  lady  who  so  graciously  presides  over  the 
liouseliold  of  our  subject  became  !Mrs.  Covert 
SeptemlKM*  22,  1858.  Her  maiden  name  was  Mary 
C.  Root  and  her  home  was  in  >rason,  Mich.  She  is 
a  native  of  the  Wolverine  State,  having  l>een  born 
in  Plymouth,  Wayne  County,  in  1839  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Steplien  Root.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Covert 
have  had  six  children,  namely:  John  F.  (deceased); 
Carrie,  \>rnie  (deceased'^,  (iertrude,  (irace  and 
Katie. 

Carrie  is  the  wife  of  Willis  K.  Pickett  of  the 
South  Omaha  (X€»]>.)  Nati(mal  l^nk.  She  is  a 
tyix»writer  and  stenographer,  and  is  the  only  one 
of  the  children  who  is  away  from  home.  ^fr. 
(*overt  and  his  wife  are  active  and  intluential 
nieni]K^i*s  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  theirs  is  one 
of  the  re|>resentative  families  of  Ingham  County, 
a-<  their  long  residence  here,  their  superior  char- 
acter, their  high  intelligence  and  ability,  as  well  as 
their  siK'ial  qualities  place  them  u\H)n  the  highest 
plane.  The  political  views  (»f  our  subject  have  led 
him  to  aftiliate  with  the  Republican  party  and  he 
is  resi)ecled  as  one  of  its  strong  men.  lie  is  also  a 
representative  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  highly  respected  ]>v  the  fra- 
ternity. 


»;^ai-^-i^S^#i€ 
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ABEZ  B.  LCTIIER,  is  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  on  section  9,  of  Delhi  Township, 
Ingham  County,  Mich.  He  has  |)asvsed  more 
than   the   threescore  and  ten    years  usually 

•  « 

allotted  to  man,  and  yet  his  mental  faculties  area^* 
unclouded  as  ever.  He  has  here  ninety  acres  of 
land  of  which  he  himself  is  the  active  i)roprietor, 
and  which  seem  to  suffer  no  diminution  of  care 
and  attention  from  the  early  yeni*s  when  it  was  his 
pride  to  keep  his  farm  on  m  pnr  with  the  best  in 
the  county.  He  is  a  native  of  tiie  Empire  State. 
having    been    Ikmu     in    Clinton    County,   N.  Y. 


March  4,  1820.  He  is  the  son  of  William  and 
Eunice  (.Vllen)  Luther,  the  former  a  native  of 
Rhode  Island,  that  little  State  that  was  a  pioneer 
in  the  Revolutionary  methods  adopted  tijward  the 
mother  country,  and  which  sent  out  the  fii*st  ship 
U)  battle  for  independence.  The  mother  was  a 
native  of  \'ermont,  where  they  were  married  in 
South  Hero.  They  moved  to  New  York  where 
Mr.  Luther,  Sr.,  was  engaged  in  farming  until  he 
removed  to  Lenawee  County,  in    1838. 

When  our  subject's  parents  first  entered  Mich- 
igan, they  proceeded  immediately  to  enter  land 
from  the  (lovernment,  and  to  thereon  make  a 
home.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  a  family 
of  ten  children,  all  of  whom  grew  up  and  made 
homes  for  themstdves.  There  are  now  but  three 
members  of  the  famil\'  living*  It  is  lielieVed  by 
many  meml>ers  of  the  family  and  indeed,  there  is 
evidence  of  the  truth  of  the  belief,  that  the  family 
are  descendant'*  of  Martin  J^uther,  the  father  of 
the  great  reform  movement  in  Europe. 

Col.     Ebenezer     Allen,     our    subject's     grand- 
father, was  a  soldier    in    the    Revolutionary    War 
and  was  an  own  cousin  of  Ethan   Allen,  that  Revo- 
luti(mary  hero  who  won  the   victory  of  Ticonder- 
oga.     On  the  very  day  that  the  death   of   the  old 
hero  occurred,  he  was  at  Mr.  Luther's  grandfather's 
house  and  purchased  a  load  of  hay.     While   driv- 
ing home  in  the  gloaming,  he  was  suddenly  strick- 
en down,  a  victim  of  apoplexy.     Our  subject   has 
l)een    three  times  married.     His    first    wife    lived 
only  three  months  and  ten   days  after  their  mar- 
riage.     Two  meml)ei*s  of  his  family,  his  wife  and 
his  father,  were  taken  in  two  consecutive  months 
of  184l,l>oth  victims  of  malaria,  that   dread    dis- 
easi»   of    early    settlei*s.     His   wife   expired   in    the 
month  of  Septeml»er  and  his    father  in    October. 
Mr.  Luther  came  to  his  present  farm  in    1842,  pur- 
chasing:   one   hundred    and    twenty    acre^   of    his 
brother,  and  trading  his   interest  therefor    in    the 
homestead  in  Lenawee  County.  The  year^  since  that 
time  have  l)een  filled  with  a  constant  improvement 
and  culture  of  hi.s  place,  and  it  is  now  one   of  the 
prettiest  plots  in  the  township,  having  agot)d  class 
of  buildings  and  the  acres  spreading  on  either  side 
iHMUg  as  well  tille<l  and  fruitful  as  they  are  fertile. 
Four    children     wi're    Ixun     of    Mr.    J^uther'^ 
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bom  at  Ann  Arbor,  July  28,  1851,  and  is  the  son 
of  John  and  Catherine  (Leadley)  Rouse,  both  na- 
tives of  Germany.  Mr.  Rouse's  parents  were  both 
children  when  they  came  to  this  country  with  their 
parents.  His  father,  who  wa8aeooi)er,  followed  his 
trade  in  Ann  Arbor  and  in  Chicago,  where  he  lived 
some  eleven  years. 

While  living  in  the  metropolis  of  Illinois,  John 
Rouse  responded  to  the  call  for  volunteers  in  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  and  enlisted  in  Company  O, 
of  the  Fifty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Infantry,  in 
1864.  He  served  about  eighteen  months,  and  al- 
though in  eleven  battles,  received  only  a  few 
slight  wounds.  The  mother  moved  to  Michigan 
soon  after  her  husband's  enlistment  in  order  that 
she  might  be  among  her  own  people  in  hisabsenee. 
After  his  discharge,  our  subject's  father  came  to 
this  State,  and  located  in  Lansing  where  he  staited 
a  cooper  shop  of  his  own,  and  followed  hij^  trade 
until  the  time  of  his  deatli,  which  occurred  April 
1,  1891,  in  the  city  of  Lansinu:. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  in  his  boyhood  re- 
ceived a  good  practical  education,  enjoyinir  the 
advantages  offered  by  the  pu])lic  schools  of  thceity 
of  Chicago,  and  afterward  tfikinii:  an  additional 
course  in  the  Commercial  College  of  Lansing,  this 
State.  After  finishing  his  education  he  learned 
telegraph}^  and  served  m  the  capaeity  of  operator 
for  about  ten  veai*s  in  Lansinir.  Wliih'  still  man- 
ager  of  the  telegraph  otlice  he  was  elected  City 
Clerk,  and  was  re-elected  at  different  times  until 
he  served  seven  terms  in  all.  After  the  ex})iration 
of  his  term  on  his  last  election,  Mr.  House  engaged 
in  the  coal  business,  running  a  general  retail  trade 
in  which  he  was  proprietor  of  several  lcK*al  of- 
fices. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  elected  County  Clerk 
of  Ingham  County,  Mich.,  1888,  and  he  served  in 
this  position  for  four  years.  May  13,  1880,  he 
took  the  important  step  of  uniting  his  fate  for  bet- 
ter or  worse  with  that  of  Miss  Catherine  Sattler,  a 
daughter  of  Charles  L.  and  Tiarbara  (llux)  Sattler. 
Mrs.  Rouse  was  born  at  Freedom,  Washtenaw 
County,  August  28,  1853.  Iler  parents  were,  like 
her  husband's,  both  from  (Tcrmany.  One  child  has 
come  to  their  home  tf)  brighten  the  domestic  life 
and  to   make  stronger   the   bond    that   binds  t< - 


gether  husband  and  wife.  She  was  lK)m  May  23, 
1881,  and  her  name  is  Nellie  B.,  a  ])right  attractive 
little  miss,  who  is  the  joy  of  her  fond  parents. 

While  in  Chicago,  Mr.  Rouse  met  with  an  acci- 
dent in  Jones  <fe  Chapin's  cooper  shop,  by  which 
he  Icxst  his  left   arm.     At   the   time    he  was  only 

• 

i  eleven  yeai*s  old  and  the  accident  was  deeply  de- 
plored by  himself  and  parents.  He  is  the  eldest  in 
a  family  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  still 
living.  Albert  F.,  the  second  son  in  the  family, 
is  at  attorney-at-law  in  the  city  of  I^nsing;  he 
also,  strange  to  say,  by  an  ac*cident  similar  to  that 
of  his  brother,  is  deprived  of  his  arm.  His  loss 
was  eaused  by  the  running  away  of  a  team.  The 
other  children  are  Emma,  Catherine,  William  F., 
Mary,  Edward  and  (George.  Emma  is  now  the 
wife  of  C.  Adelbert  Cary,  who  is  a  clerk  in  lou- 
sing: Catherine  married  Arnold  Brown,  who  wai^  a 
large  lumber  dealer  in  Lansing;  William  F.  also 
makes  his  home  in  Lansing,  where  he  conducts  a 
larire  meat  market;  Mary  married  Frank  Nice,  who 
is  engaged  as  an  engineer  cm  the  Michigan  Central 
road,  making  his  lieadquartei^s  and  home  at  Lans- 
ing; Edward,  who  is  a  cooper  by  trade, and  (ieorge, 
who  is  H  clerk  in  a  large  clothing  store,  both  reside 
in  Lansing. 


m 


OlIN  1).  WOODWORTH,  M.  D.  It  is  not 
merely  by  a  knowledge  of  drugs  and  nos- 
trums that  a  physician  gains  success.  In 
order  to  attain  true  eminence  he  must  |X)s- 
sess  the  s})irit  of  })atieut  research  into  the  intricacies 
of  the  human  form  divine,  and  kindly  symjmtbies 
which  will  give  to  those  who  have  called  him  in 
counsel  conlidenc<'  in  his  humanity  as  well  a^  his 
skill.  The  career  of  Dr.  Woodworth  of  Leslie 
Township,  Ingham  County,  one  of  the  leading 
practitioners,  has  been  creditable  in  the  extreme, 
both  professionally  and  }>ersonally.  A  man  of  fine 
attainments,  intellectually,  with  broad  and  lil>eral 
views,  he  ha.s  fortified  his  mind  with  a  store  of 
useful  knowledge  both  si)ecial  and  general  through 
his  habits  of  thought  and  observation.  He  com- 
mands an  extensive  })ractice,  stands  high  in  social 
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and  financial  ciifles  and  is  tlie  occupant  of  a  pleas- 
ant home  in  the  village  of  Leslie. 

Among  the  blessings  which  kind  Providence  has 
l>estowed  uix)n  Dr.  Woodworth  is  his  amiable  and 
excellent  wife,  a  lady  of  rare  qualities  of  mind  and 
chai-acter,  who  has  in  all  resi>ects  been  his  assistant, 
taking  pride  in  his  success  and  in  sustaining  the 
reputation  and  standing  of  the  family.  The  native 
place  of  Dr.  Woodworth  was  Pembroke,  Genesee 
County,  X.  Y.,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  February' 
28,  1826.  His  immediate  progenitoi*s  were  (ieorge 
W.  and  Elizal)eth  (Mcintosh)  Woodworth,  the 
former  of  whom  was  a  native  of  Otsego  County, 
N.  Y.,and  the  latter  was  l>orn  in  Rensselaer  County, 
the  same  State. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
•Samuel  and  Sybil  (Danforth)  Woodworth,  natives 
of  New  England,  who  settled  in  Western  New 
York  at  an  early  day.  Samuel  Woodworth  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  Army  and  our  subject  now 
has  a  relic  which  was  made  bv  him  while  in  the 
service,  at  the  time  the  troops  were  stationed  at 
Vallev  Forge.  He  died  in  Western  New  York  and 
his  widow  came  to  Michigan  many  years  ago  and 
8{>ent  the  remainder  of  her  days  in  Jackson  County. 
The  maternal  grandi)arents  of  Dr.  Woodworth 
were  Scotch  people,  both  of  whom  were  born  in 
Kdinburg.  The  grandfatlier  died  in  Western  New 
York  and  the  grandmother  in  Jackson  County, 
Mich. 

George  and  Elizabeth  Woodworth  were  reared 
and  married  in  Central  New  York  and  took  up  their 
re^idence  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  in  1881 
They  had  l^een  living  m  (ienesee  County,  N.  Y., 
whence  in  1830  Mr.  Woodworth  came  West  and 
took  up  a  tract  of  land  which  now  forms  the  estate 
of  I^Rue  H.  Woodworth,  a  brother  of  our  subject, 
lliis  land  is  situated  on  section  22,  Hlackman 
Township,  Jackson  County.  Returning  to  the 
East  he  brought  his  family  to  this  homestead,  which 
continued  his  place  of  residence  from  that  time 
until  the  middle  of  February.  1HG2,  when  he  closc<! 
his  eyes  in  death. 

Very  few  families  were  liviny:  in  this  vicinity  at 
the  time  of  Mr.  Woodworth  V  arrival  here,  and 
many  privations  were  endured  by  these  pioneei*s. 
The  journey  was  accomplished  by  teams  to  Buffalo, 


thence  across  tlie  Lakes  to  Detroit  and  the  i*emain- 
der  of  the  journey  was  made  with  ox-teams.  It 
was  a  trip  of  almost  untold  hardships,  as  they  were 
obliged  to  ford  all  the  streams  which  were  without 
bridges  and  to  remove  many  impediments  which 
were  in  their  way.  They  were  constantly  in  dan- 
ger from  wild  beasts  and  the  savages  who  still  lin- 
gered near.  Mrs.  Woodworth  walked  the  whole 
distance  from  Detroit  to  Jackson,  with  a  babe  in 
her  arms  as  the  roads  were  bad  and  the  wagons  so 
heavily  loaded  that  she  could  not  ride. 

After  the  arrival  of  this  family  in  their  new 
home  they  found  the  Indians  very  troublesome, 
and  at  times  the  few  white  settlers  were  obliged  to 
go  to  Jackson  for  protection.  Mi's.  Woodworth 
was  at  one  time  severely  injured  by  being  kicked 
around  the  yard  by  an  Indian.  With  unflagging 
energy  and  sturdy  determination  Mr.  and  Mre. 
Woodworth  struggled  on  amid  privations  which 
we  can  scarcely  realize,  instilling  into  the  minds  of 
their  children  the  principles  which  animated  their 
own  lives,  and  gmdually  gathered  about  them  the 
comforts  which  they  so  richly  merited.  Mr.  Wood- 
worth  erected  a  good  house  and  made  other  sub- 
stantial improvements  upon  his  farm,  placing  the 
one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres  which  comprised 
it  under  excellent  cultivation.  Mrs.  Woodworth 
is  still  surviving  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years,  having  been  bom  April  28,  1802.  She 
now  makes  her  home  with  her  son,  I>aRue  H.,  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Jackson  County,  and  is  en- 
joying the  fruits  of  her  arduous  toil  in  earlier 
years.  She  retains  her  faculties  remarkably  well 
and  still  reads  without  glasses  in  her  declining 
ycai*s.  The  parental  household  consisted  of  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children,  namely:  John  D.,  Helen, 
Jeannette,  Thomas  J.,  George  O.,  Henry  L.,  Corne- 
lia, Frances,  and  Fred  D. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  tlie  eldest  of  his  father's 
family  and  was  brought  to  Michigan  in  1831  by 
his  parents,  l)eing  tlien  only  five  years  of  age.  His 
lK>yhood  was  passed  on  his  father's  farm  in  lilack- 
man  Township,  Jackson  County,  in  the  way  cus- 
tomary in  that  early  time.  He  remained  at  home 
lal)Oring  with  his  father,  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  eighteen  when  he  went  to  Jackson  to  attend 
school.     His  earlier  studies  had  been  pursued  in 
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the  common  district  school  and  under  the  influence 
of  careful  parental  training  he  became  imbued  with 
those  sentiments  of  honor  and  morality  which  have 
given  him  so  high  a  standing  among  his  fellow- men. 
After  four  years  in  Jackson  which  he  spent  in  ac- 
quiring an  academic  education  he  began  reading 
medicine  with  Dr.  Abram  Sager,  then  of  Jackson. 
In  1848  he  entered  Rush  Medical  College  at  Clii- 
cago  taking  his  diploma  from  that  institution  in 
the  spring  of  1851.  Very  soon  afterward  he  lo- 
cated in  Leslie,  and  since  that  time  has  l)een  con- 
stantly and  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine,  having  filled  out  forty  years  of  profes- 
signal  service. 

The  Doctor  is  a  plain,  unostentatious  man,  who 
moves  quietly  through  the  world,  doing  much 
good  that  most  of  those  who  know  him  know  not 
of.  Following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  honored 
father,  he  is  a  decided  Republican  and  without 
neglecting  his  profession  he  1ms  found  time  to  in- 
terest himself  in  the  public  and  political  affairs  of 
his  county.  After  filling  other  positions  of  trust 
and  responsibility  he  was  brou<i^ht  forward  by  the 
Republican  party  a.s  tlieir  candidate  to  the  State 
Legislature,  and  was  duly  elected  in  1H()1  and  re- 
elected two  years  later,  seiving  in  both  sessions 
with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  con- 
stituent*! here.  The  position  of  Supervisor  and 
other  minor  town,  village  and  school  ottices  have 
Ix^en  well  filled  bv  him.  He  is  not  cohneeted  with 
any  religious  denomination,  but  In^lieves  in  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  churches,  and 
gives  freely  of  his  means  to  church  and  charitable 
organizations,  attending  the  Congregational  Church 
of  Leslie  of  which  his  wife  is  a  member.  He  has 
taken  the  Royal  Arch  Degree  in  the  Masonic  order. 

The  lady  who  became  Mrs.  Wood  worth  January 
IT),  IHoO,  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  a^  Mary 
Orcutt,  and  was  then  living  in  Jackson.  She  was 
liorn  near  Rutland,  Vt.,  in  1829  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Zebina  and  Mary  (Hall)  Orcutt,  lx)th  Vermont- 
ers.  Mr.  Orcutt  died  in  Pennsylvania  and  Mrs.  Or- 
c  utt  in  C-hicago,  111.  Dr.  Woodworth  and  his  young 
wife  began  life  together  in  a  modest  residence  in 
the  village  of  Leslie,  forty  yeai*s  ago,  and  have 
labored  together  to  establish  a  pleasant  home  which 
without  pretentions  to  elegance,  is  encircled  by  an 


air  of  culture  and  refinement  and  a  delightful  re- 
treat from  the  work  and  worry  of  the  outside 
world.  The  Doctor  has  secured  a  comfortable  com- 
petence and  owing  to  his  advanced  age,  he  is  now 
gradually  withdrawing  from  professional  duties, 
and  is  preparing  to  spend  the  evening  of  his  life  in 
quiet  retirement.  The  union  of  this  couple  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  children,  namely: 
Mary,  Zach,  Blanche,  Ward  and  Greorge.  The  last- 
named  child  died  at  the  age  of  two  and  one-half 
years,  but  the  others  are  living. 

Dr.  Woodworth  is  personally  one  of  the  most 
agreeable  of  men,  genial  and  companionable,  a 
man  who  never  fails  to  make  friends  wherever  he 
goes.  The  family  occupies  a  high  position  in  the 
social  circles  of  this  county,  and  the  Doctor's  chil- 
dren are  helping  to  reinforce  the  social  prestiges 
which  their  parents  have  established.  The  name 
of  this  skillful  and  useful  physician  will  be  held  in 
remembrance  long  after  he  has  been  gathered  to 
his  fathers. 
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RAN  KLIN  C.  Mr  El' EN  is  the  owner  of  a 
)  very  productive  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty-three  acres  on  sections  17  and  20, 
Alaiedon  Township.  He  was  born  in  Delhi  Town- 
ship. ln<i:ham  County,  May  13,  1854.  His  father, 
AllxM't  Mc  Euen,  was  bom  in  Concord,  Ohio,  in 
IH'if),  and  is  a  retired  farmer  now  living  in  Ovid, 
Mich.  In  his  younger  days  he  was  a  Methodist 
minister  and  preached  in  various  places  in  the  State, 
having  come  here  in  1853.  Our  subject  remained 
at  home  until  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  age, 
working  on  tlie  farm  and  attending  district  school. 
While  living  in  Ovid  he  spent  two  years  very 
profitabl\^  in  the  I'nion  schools,  laying  a  solid 
foundation  for  a  good  English  education.  He  then 
worked  on  his  father's  farm  for  one  year,  the  fol- 
lowing year  purchasing  seventy-five  acres  of  the 
farm  which  he  now  owns,  but  running  heavily  in 
debt  for  the  same. 

That  our  subject  has  not  worked  in  vain  during 
the  years  that  have  passed  since  his  purchase  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  he  has  added  to  the  original 
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farm  from  time  to  time  until  he  now  owns  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  good  land,  that  is  well 
improved  and  all  free  from  incumbrance.  Febru- 
ary 28, 1877,  he  was  married  to  Joanna  Kennedy, a 
daughter  of  Willian  Kennedy  of  Alaiedon  Town- 
ship. From  this  union  two  children  have  been  bom : 
Gracie,  whose  birtliday  is  September  24,  1880;  and 
Oertie,  who  waslx)ru  July  4, 1884.  During  the  past 
eleven  years,  Mr.  Mc  Euen  and  his  wife  have  done 
an  incredible  amount  of  hard  work  and  they  have 
made  more  money  in  that  time  than  any  other 
young  couple  in  the  township  of  Alaiedon.  Start- 
ing with  no  assistance  from  any  quarter  they  have 
from  the  income  derived  from  the  farm  alone  paid 
off  all  indebtedness  and  made  improvements,  while 
the  average  farmer  has  found  it  difticult  to  pay  the 
interest  on  his  indebtedness.  Mr.  Mc  Euen  has  lifted 
a  large  mortgage  and  secured  a  competency  tliat  is 
usually  acquired  only  after  a  lifetime  of  hard  work 
and  economical  saving. 

In  politics  our  subject  is  a  firm  Republican  and 
is  recognized  b\'  his  i)arty  as  one  of  their  strongest 
representatives  in  Alaiedon.  For  the  past  three 
years  he  has  been  Supervisor  of  his  township,  and 
when  we  remember  that  the  township  is  solidly 
Democratic  his  continuance  in  office  speaks  worlds 
for  his  standing  in  the  township.  He  is  well  in- 
formed on  all  questions  of  the  day.  Personally 
Mr.  Mc  Euen  is  a  ver^'  genial  gentleman  and  has 
a  host  of  warm  friends  in  Alaiedon  Townshij). 
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RS.    MARGAKET    CUSTER    CALHOUN, 
the  present  State  Librarian,  was  appointed 
to  the  position  March,  1891;  she  is  a  sister 
■■■  of  Gen.  Custer  and  widow  of  Lieut.  James 

Calhoun,  heroes  in  the  battle  of  the  IJttle^  Big 
Horn.  The  lady,  who  is  distinguished  not  only 
for  her  high  connection  with  military  heroes,  but 
also  for  her  fine  presence,  striking  individuality, 
culture  and  accomplishments,  holds  her  friends  and 
admirers  by  the  magnetism  of  individual  and  per- 
sonal power.  She  was  born  in  Harrison  County, 
Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Emanuel  H.  and  Maria 
(Ward)  Custer.     Her  father  was  a  farmer  at  the 


time  of  her  birth,  and  removed  from  Ohio  to  Mon- 
roe, Mich.,  when  Mrs.  Calhoun  was  but  a  small 
child. 

Mrs.  Calhoun,  whose  portrait  is  presented  on  the 
opposite  page,  was  educated  and  spent  her  girlhood 
days  in  Monroe.  One  winter  she  spent  with  her 
brother,  Gen.  Custer,  at  Ft.  Leavenworth,  Kan., 
and  at  that  time  (1870)  met  Lieut.  Calhoun. 
Those  who  have  read  Mrs.  Custer's  charming  book, 
'"Hoots  and  Saddles*'  can  understand  how  a  woman's 
presence  is  appreciated  in  camp  life  on  the  frontier, 
how  every  soldier,  from  general  down  to  scullion, 
willingly  bows  before  a  charming  woman  and  offers 
her  the  delightful  compliment  of  his  devotion. 
Miss  Custer  took  the  hearts  of  all  by  storm,  but 
after  two  years  spent  in  a  courtship  that  was  car- 
ried on  chiefly  by  correspondence  she  became  the 
bride  of  Lieut.  Calhoun.  After  their  marriage  he 
was  stationed  in  Elizabeth  town,  Ky.,  being  with 
(ien.  Custer's  Seventh  Cavalry.  Later  he  was  de- 
tailed farther  South  to  Lincolnton  and  Charlotte, 
N.  C,  and  in  the  spring'of  1873,  with  their  regi- 
ment went  to  Dakota.  Mrs.  Custer  and  Mrs.  Cal- 
houn made  the  journey  of  five  hundred  miles  up 
the  Missouri  River  from  Yankton  to  Ft.  Rice, 
proceeding  thence  to  Bismarck,  the  entire  trip  be- 
ing made  on  horseback.  During  the  summer  of 
the  same  year  Mrs.  Custer  and  Mrs.  Calhoun  re- 
tunied  to  Monroe,  Mich.,  to  visit  the  parents  of 
the  latter,  while  the  regiment  was  sent  to  the 
Yellowstone  to  guard  the  engineers  who  were  sur- 
veying the  route  for  the  Northern  Pacific. 

In  the  fall  of  1873,  when  the  regiment  went  in- 
to winter  quarters,  Mrs.  Calhoun  went  back  to  Ft. 
Abraham  Lincoln  where  she  remained  for  the  win- 
ter. The  following  summer  the  regiment  went  out 
on  the  Black  Hills  expedition,  during  which  time 
Mrs.  Calhoun  again  returned  home,  going  back  to 
her  husband  at  Ft.  Lincoln  in  the  autumn  of  1874. 
The  regiment  did  not  leave  the  ensuing  summer, 
remaining  near  the  fort  in  temporary  camp.  In 
1876  the  regiment  for  the  last  time  took  leave  of 
their  dear  ones  and  went  forth  to  what  proved  to 
l)e  a  most  terrible  battle,  that  of  the  Little  Big 
Horn  in  Montana.  They  were  surprised  by  the 
Indians  June  25,  and  the  result  of  that  expedition 
is  one  that  darkens  the  page  of  the  annals  of  his- 


286 


PORTRAll^  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


tory  on  which  it  appears,  l)ein>f  well  known  to  all. 
There  Lieut.  Calhoun,  three <if  the  l)rothei>>  of  Mi*s. 
Calhoun  and  a  nephew  were  killed.  The  ladies 
remained  in  the  West  until  Auj^ust,  when  they 
returned  to  the  heart-hroken  parents  in  MiehiiJ:an. 
The  following:  winter  Mrs.  Custer  went  t(»  New 
York,  and  Mrs.  Calhoun  staid  at  her  home,  jjivini^ 
her  undivided  time  and  thought  to  tearing  for  her 
invalid  mother  whose*  sad  life  was  prolonged  until 
January,  1H82.  Her  father  is  still  (1H91)  living, 
aged  eighty-four. 

The  family  l)eingso  reduced  in  nuniUns  only  the 
father  lieing  left  liesides  hei-self,  arrangements  were 
made  bv  which    he  should   make  his  home  with  a 
brother  who   lives  on  a  farm  not    a  i^reat  distance 
from    Monroe.     Mrs.    Calhoun,    feeling    that     she 
must    have    some   absorbing   <K*cupation.  went    to 
l>etroit   to  study  dramatic  elocution    under    Mis. 
Kdna  Chaflfe-Noble.  who  i>   the  head  (»f  the  cele- 
brated   training  school  of    elocution    U^nring   her 
name.     Her  naturally  tine  tnU'nt  bciuii   hcic  culti- 
vated    and    polished,  >he    has    >incc    devote*!    hci- 
attention  to  this  branch  of  art  an<l  ha>  given  wmU 
ings  throughout  different  parts  of  the  c(»untry.    She 
was  thus  engaged   when    her  appointment  of  Stale 
Librarian   was  made  known   to  her,  and  although 
she    has  always  been    received  mo>t    c<»r<liallv  and 
uraciouslv   by  the  public,  she  has  irlndly  taken  the 
position   to   which   she  is   appointtMl  as  a   token  of 
res|>ect  that   the  citizens  of  her  adoj>tc(l  Statt-  give 
to  the  dear  ones  who  are  gone. 

Mrs.  Margaret  Custer  Calhoun  has  ma<le  a  ureat 
success  as  an  elocutionist.  She  has  much  of  the 
<hisli  and  entliusiasm  of  her  distinguished  brother, 
and  jKM'sonally  is  gifted  with  great  ease,  giace. 
power  an<l  magnetism.  The  j)ress  notices  that  have 
Ikhmi  iriven  her  throui^hout  tlie  country  show  her 
to  Ik*  an  eh)cutionist  of  the  highest  order,  and  one 
who  does  not  ape  the  styk*  or  mannerisms  of  some 
one  else,  but  whose  impersonations  show  a  genius 
in  their  originality  of  conception.  She  is  possessed 
of  a  very  sweet  and  clear  voice  and  her  readinas 
are  given  with  such  i)ower  of  expression  that  one 
los<»s  his  identity  in  listening  to  her.  She  has  not 
worked  for  herself  aU>ne  but  has  given  vari«ms 
l)enevolent  institutions  the  advantage  of  her  sj>len- 
did  talent.     So  jrracions  has  bt»en  her  submission  to 


to  the  great  trouble  to  which  she  has  been  subjected 
and  so  unselti.-^h  lier  work,  that  we  are  reminded  of 
the  summing  uj)  of  the  character  of  1-ucile. 

"The  mission  of  genius  on  earth!  To  uplift, 

l*urify  and  cimfirm  by  it<j  own  gmeious  gift. 

The  world,  in  despit<^  of  the  world's  dull  endeavor 

To  degi-ade  and  drag  down  and  oppiw^e  it  forever. 

The  mission  of  genius:  To  watch  and  to  wait. 

To  renew,  to  redeem  and  to  regenerate. 

The  mission  of  woman  on  earth!  ♦         ♦         ♦ 

*****     Born  to  nui*se, 

And  to  soothe,  and  to  solace,  to  help  and  to  heal 

The  sick  world  that  leans  tm  her. 


» » 


+++4 


KNKV  1).  BAKTllOLOMKW,    A.  M.     It   is 

said  that    the   three    mo.st    |)opular    profes- 
sions at  the  present  day  are  medicine,    law 
and   civil  engineering,  and    the    weight  of 
favor  anioiiir  the  younir  sJ:raduates  that  are    yearly 
turned  out  fr<»ni  oui-  (-(alleges   seems   to    1k»  in    the 
last-named  direction.     It  was  not  so  when  oiu*  su!)- 
ject  took  up  this  study,  although  perhai>s  the  su|)- 
ply  was  fully  e(|ual    to  the  demand,  for  there  were 
not  then  so    many    railroads   or   mammoth    public 
l)uildings  that  ie(|uire<i  the  aid  of  the  scientific  en- 
uineer  as  at  the    present    time.      Mr.    Iiarthi>lomew 
was  bom    in  Waddington,  then    in  Madrid    Town- 
ship.   St.    Lawrence    County.  N.  V.,  February    IT), 
\><>:U.  and  during  his  lifetime  he  has  seen  great  ad- 
vancement   made    in    the   progrcs**    of   his  chos^Mi 
calling. 

The  y:entleman  of  whom  we  write  is  the  son  of 
Charles  I).  Bartholomew,  a  native  of  the  same 
place  with  his  son  and  lH)rn  Janimry  IJL  IHiH*. 
Our  subject's  grandfather  was  Isaac  Ikirtholomew. 
a  native  <►!'  Farmington,  C<mn.,  and  there  lH)rn  in 
17<)l.  lie  was  in  the  Hevoluti<mary  War  from 
1  7H0  until  the  close,  an<l  in  1 7H(>  removed  to  Tin- 
month.  \  t.,  where  he  was  en  imaged  in  farmin<f  until 
l><Ol,an(l  then  removed  to  Waddington  Town- 
ship, N.  V.  lie  was  the  first  militia  captain  coni- 
missi<uied  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.  He  was 
a  thorough-going  Whig  and  greatly  interested  in 
politics.      Our    subjecCs    great-grandfather     was 
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Abraham  Bartholomew  who  died  in  Connecticut 
while  yet  in  early  manhood.  His  father  was  also 
named  Abraham  and  his  father  was  Isaac.  The 
next  ancestor  was  William  and  the  one  preceding 
him  was  also  William  Bartholomew,  who  was  born 
at  Buford,  England,  in  1602.  The  town  of  Bu- 
ford  is  only  eighteen  miles  northwest  of  the  old 
University  City  of  Oxford.  This  last  named  Will- 
iam Bartholomew  came  to  America  September  18, 
1635,  lauding  in  Boston  at  that  time.  He  made 
the  journey  hither  on  the  sailing  vessel  "  Griffin'* 
and  soon  after  landing  located  at  Ipswich,  Mass. 
He  was  there  engaged  as  a  merchant  and  at  that 
early  day  was  the  hero  of  many  adventures.  His 
daughter,  Abigail,  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  In- 
dians wlien  only  four  years  old  and  with  twelve 
other  children  was  carried  awav  to  Canada.  They 
were  kept  in  the  tribe  until  their  parents  had  paid 
a  ransom  of  £200  sterling,  their  return  home  being 
made  in  May,  1678,  and  having  been  prisoners  for 
eight  months.  They  were  the  tii*st  prison ei^s  taken 
by  the  Indians  from  Massachusetts  to  Canada  for 
the  purpose  of  exacting  a  ransom.  This  ancestor 
of  our  subject  was  the  general  court  representative 
for  Suffolk  County  and  received  a  commission  as 
Lieutenant  in  command  of  the  militia  of  the  town. 

Charles  I).  Bartholomew,  the  father  of  the  orig- 
inal of  our  sketch  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  in 
St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.  He  followed  his 
calling  of  agriculture  steadily,  never  having  l)een 
away  from  the  home  farm  for  a  whole  month.  He 
was  considered  well-to-do  for  the  time,  having 
lieen  the  owner  of  four  hundred  acre^s  of  good 
laud  in  Waddington  and  Lisbon.  He  was  Captain 
of  the  State  Militia  and  was  elected  major  of  the 
company,  but  refused  the  commission.  He  died 
February  11,  1889.  For  a  nunil)er  of  veal's  l)efore 
his  death  he  was  Deacon  in  the  rniversalist 
Church. 

As  a  young  lady  Mr.  Bartholomew's  mother  was 
Betsey  Hawley.  -  She  also  was  lK)rn  in  Wadding- 
ton, although  her  father,  John  Hawley,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Vermont.  He,  however,  emigrated  at  an 
early  da\'  to  St.  Lawrence  County,  locating  on  a 
farm  there  in  1803.  His  first  home  here  was  on 
the  banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence  River  at  tlie  nar- 
rows, but  six  years  later  he  located  in  Madrid  Town- 


ship and  there  resided  until  his  decease.  His  father 
who  was  of  English  descent,  was  bom  in  Con- 
necticut but  died  in  Vermont,  and  his  mother 
died  in  the  year  of  1862.  She  was  the  parent  of 
eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living.  Of 
the  eight  he  of  whom  we  write  is  the  third  in  order 
of  birth.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  in 
his  lK)yhood  attended  the  common  schools  in  the 
district  and  was  thoroughly  grounded  in  the  Eng- 
lish branches.  He  remained  at  home  on  the  farm 
until  he  was  past  twenty  years  of  agiB  attending 
school  at  the  Ogdensburg  and  Canton  Academy. 
During  the  winter  he  pui-sued  the  study  of  the 
Latin  and  French  languages,  following  the  same 
outline  of  study  that  he  had  in  school.  When 
twenty  years  of  age  he  entered  the  New  York  Cen- 
tral College  at  McGrawville,  Cortland  County, 
and  there  attended  over  one  year.  In  1853  he 
entered  the  University  of  Michigan  with  a  determi- 
nation to  acquire  a  degree  in  the  classical  course. 
He  entered  the  junior  year  and  was  graduated  in 
June,  1854,  having  the  right  to  append  to  his  name 
the  honorable  initials  A.  B.  He  then  became  the 
assistant  of  J.  M.  Gregory  in  his  school  at  Detroit 
and  continued  with  him  until  1856. 

In  the  spring  of  that  year,  he  of  whom  we  write, 
went  to  Chicago  and  became  a  teacher  in  the 
Gregory  Commercial  School,  remaining  in  that  po- 
sition for  one  year.  The  following  year  he  became 
a  book-keeper  *  in  the  packing  establishment  of 
Cragin  <k  Co.,  and  the  next  year  was  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Gregory's  Kalamazoo  Commercial 
School.  January  1,  1859,  Mr.  Bartholomew  came 
to  I^nsing,  Ingham  County,  and  soon  after  went 
into  partnership  with  Dr.  I.  H.  Bartholomew  in  the 
drug  business.  They  were  also  proprietors  of  the 
grocery  store.  At  the  end  of  two  years,  however, 
our  subject  sold  out  his  interest  and  in  1861  be- 
came a  clerk  under  John  Owen,  the  State  Treas- 
I  urer,  and  in  1867  he  succeeded  James  Turner  as 
j  the  Deputy  State  Treasurer,  and  held  that  otflce 
until  April,  of  1874,  during  which  time  he  had  en- 
'  tire  charge  of  the  business.  These  offices  were  all 
tendered  him  and  were  entirely  imsought.  In 
1874  he  resigned  his  position  and  soon  after  went 

:   to  New  York  and  went  back  to  his  old  home  on  the 

I 

farm  where  he  remained  for  four  years.  His  wife's 
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health  failed  in  1H7H,  and  !<o<)n  after  in  the  fall  he 
returned  to  Miehi^in.  and  in  1K71)  was  appointed 
City  Surveyor,  which  position  he  has  held  with 
that  of  Civil  Knjfineer  ever  since.  In  lH8i»  he 
became  Secretary  of  the  I'nion  Buildin«j:  and  Loan 
Association  in  this  citv. 

Mr.  Bartholomew  is  called  upon  to  do  nearly  :ill 
the  platting  that  is  done  in  and  alnnit  the  city  and 
also  in  different  parts  of  the  State  and  h:u>  been 
s|)ecial  examiner  of  city  plats  since  IHHo.  Our  sub- 
ject was  married  in  Detroit  in  .luly.  IH;');').  to  Miss 
Julia  Sprague.  a  native  of  New  York.  She  died 
without  issue  in  the  citv  of  Lansiniif.  lie  was  a 
sei»ond  time  united  in  marriage,  his  bride  l^eing 
Miss  .lane  K.  Howe.  Their  nuptials  were  eeie- 
brat<»d  in  Manchester,  this  State,  in  Mav,  1H(»2. 
She  also  was  a  native  <»f  New  York  State.  b«)rn  in 
Bainbridge,  Oneida  County,  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1831  with  her  parents.  She  enjoys  the  dis- 
tinction of  l>eing  the  oldest  living  white  woman  in 
the  citv  of  l^nsiniif.  She  came  hereon  a  visit  :» 
week  after  the  capital  had  been  located  here.  Only 
two  children  are  the  fruit>  of  this  uni<Mi.  The 
eldest,  a  daughter,  li(»ssie,  still  remains  at  home.  The 
younger,  (George  1).,  is  a  tea<*hei-  in  the  Metropoli- 
tan Museum  of  Art  in  New  York,  being  an  an*lii- 
tect  of  no  .*imall  reputation.  Vwo  <^tlier  cliiMren 
ate  deceased — Katie  wju*  (bn^wned  in  the  St.  Law- 
rence River  at  the  ay:e  of  sixU'cn.  riie(»ther  child 
died  in  infancv.  Mr.  l^iitholomew  isn  member  of 
the  I'niversaiist  CInn-ch,  in  which  denomination  he 
is  a  Deacon.  Tolitically  he  is  a  Republican  and 
one  of  the  stanchest  sort.  His  wife  is  a  meml)er 
of  the  Kpiscopal  Clnirch. 


c 


HANK  A.  DHKW.  The  following  is  a  clip- 
y  ping  from  a  well-known  daily  paper:  "A 
curious  memorial  stone  has  recently  been 
plac*ed  in  an  old  cemetery  at  Kingston,  Mas<.  It 
is  a  rough  block  of  granite  live  feet  high,  into 
which  is  sunken  a  large  slate  tablet.  l>earing  a 
genealogical   inscrii)tion  of   the  Drew   family,  the 


founder  of  which  was  knighted  by  (^ueeu  Klizal>eth 
in  loH'.r'.  The  representatives  of  the  Di-ew  family 
living  in  the  I'nited  States  are  all  related.  Those 
of  the  American  bi-aneh  of  the  familv  are  de- 
s<*ended  from  an  ancestor  whotrameto  this  country 
at  an  earlv  (hiv  and  settled  in  the  Kast.  That  <me 
of  the  familv  of  whom  we  shall  endeav4>r  to  give 
the  sidient  p<»intsof  his  cjireer,  is  a  general  farmer, 
residiniron  a  tine  and  fertile  tract  of  land  located 
on  section  2(1,  Alaiedcm  Township,  Ingham  Countv. 
and  which  comprises  eighty  acres  of  land.  He  also 
nniimires  two  hundred  and  sixteen  acres  of  land 
owned  bv  his  father,  Isaac  Drew,  on  secti<m  29,  of 
the  sjiine  township. 

The  original  of  om*  sketch  was  lM>rn  in  the  town 
of  Mason,  Ingham  County,  this  State.  DecenilH»r  2^. 
IH.'iH.  His  father,  Isjiac  Drew,  is  a  retired  farmer 
now  living  in  Mas<m.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  wa<  born  .St^ptemln^r  2H,  1827.  He  came  to 
Michiiran  when  a  young  man  and  purchased  the 
farm  upon  whieh  his  son  is  now  living.  IlisiiKither, 
that  is  the  mother  of  our  subject,  Maria  (Stilhnan) 
Drew,  came  into  the  township  with  her  father, 
Daniel  Stillman.  at  an  earlv  dav  and  wa,s  earlv  made 

•  •  • 

familiar  with  every  phase  of  pioneer  life.  She  was 
born  October  2JK  1«.S2,  and  died    Man.»h  3,  18(>;>. 

lb'  of  whom  we  write  remained  under  the  jMi- 
rental  r<^of  until  he  was  twentv-one  veal's  of  age, 
:nid  .itlended  the  Mason  and  district  st*hoi>l.  On 
reachinir  his  majority  he  moved  uixm  the  farm 
willed  to  him  by  a  friend,  and  has  l>een  engaged  in 
farminir  ever  Mnce.  Mav  1  1,  18H(),  Mr.  Drew  was 
married  to  Miss  Belle  Van  Bmnken,  a  daughter  of 
William  \'an  Bra n ken,  a  merchant  of  Masim,  where 
Mr>.  Drew  was  lH>rn.  She  was  educated  in  the 
ptiblic  schools  of  that  town.  Our  subject  and  his 
wife  are  the  parents  of  two  bright  children :  Blanche, 
who  was  lM>rn  August  18,  1882;  and  Ik»ssie,  Un*n 
.lanuarv  2(5.  1881. 

riie  original  of  our  sketch  is  lil)eral  in  his  relig- 
ious views.      His   wife   is  a  memlKiJ*  of  the  I*rc*sbv- 

• 

terian  Chunli  of  Mason.  In  |>olitics  he  of  whom 
we  write  i*>  n  stanch  Democrat,  and  has  l>een  hon- 
ored by  his  party  in  being  elected  Township  Clerk, 
a  po.siti()n  he  has  held  for  three  terms.  l*ei*sonally. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Drew  are  very  superior  young  i>eoplc. 
They  are  (►f  the  highest  social  standing  and  no  one 
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in  the  township  has  more  warm  friends.  Our  sub- 
ject is  at  present  sufferin«j:  from  ill-liealth  and  his 
many  friends  in  this  section  earnestly  trust  tliat  he 
may  enjoy  a  s|>eedy  recovery,  lie  is  a  younjr  luan 
of  more  than  averajje  intelli,a:enc(»  and  foresight 
and  keefxs  well  .in  formed  on  the  events  of  the  day. 


i 


REDERK'K  IIINKS  is  the  owner  of  a  good 
g^  farm  of  eighty  acres,  located  on  section  2 1 , 
IE.  "'  Alaiedon  Township,  lie  was  born  October 
8,  184(K  in  Wurtemberg,  (Germany.  His  father 
was  also  named  Frederick  Ilines  and  wjis  a  native 
of  Wurtemberg  and  while  a  resident  in  his  native 
land  was  engaged  as  a  roi>e-maker.  lie  brought 
his  family  to  theTnited  States  in  1H48,  and  settled 
with  them  in  Huron  County,  Ohio.  The  subject 
of  our  sketch  spent  (me  year  in  the  public  schools 
of  Oermanv  l>efore  cominjj:  to  this  country  and 
after  locating  here  attended  the  district  scIuh>1  and 
also  the  public  schools  of  Norwalk,  more  or  less, 
uutil  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age. 

Up  to  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
the  original  of  our  sketch  was  engaged  in  working 
oil  the  farm  and  in  a  blacksmith  shop  in  Norwalk, 
in  which  last-named  business  he  was-  employed  for 
two  and  a  half  yeai-s.  When  the  war  broke  out 
lit*  patriotically  resjMmded  to  the  call  of  his  adopted 
country  and  went  to  the  front  with  the  One  Ilun- 
dred  and  Sixty-sixth  Regiment  of  the  Naticmal 
Oiiards.  After  three  months*  service  he  wjis  dis- 
charged liecau.se  of  disability,  but  recovering  his 
health  in  a  measure  he  afterward  responded  to  a 
call  for  machinisb<  to  work  in  Nashville, Tenn.. and 
\CH»  there  engaged  for  aboitl  six  montlis. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  1  lines  and  his  father 
came  to  Alaiedon  Township,  Ingham  County,  and 
bought  the  farm  now  owned  by  him.  His  father 
died  in  1878.  Our  subject  was  married  to  Chris- 
tiana Summerville,  a  daughter  of  the  late  William 
Suramerville,  of  Delhi  Township.  She  was  born 
near  (Glasgow.  Scotland,  January  11.  1849.  and 
came  to  the  United  States  with  her  parents  when 
but  a  small  child.     Their  marriage  was  solemnized 


•July  2,  1866.  Four  children  have  l>een  lK>rn  to 
this  worthy  couple.  They  are  .Jenny  S.,  Nettie  N., 
Mamie  E.,  and  Frank  .1.  The  eldest  was  born 
Septcml)er  19,  1H68.  After  si)ending  two  terms  in 
the  Flint  Normal  School  she  went  into  training  to 
become  a  nurse,  which  she  now  is,  and  has  acquired 
a  flattering  reputation  in  this  line.  Nettie,  who 
was  born  July  9,  1869,  spent  one  year  in  the  Masim 
High  School  and  then  graduated  in  the  Kindergar- 
ten department  of  the  llailmann  School  of  l^Porte, 
Ind.,  in  1889.  She  is  now  engaged  as  a  primary 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Mason,  having  had 
an  ex|)erience  of  three  yeai>.  Mamie  K.,  who  was 
born  Septeml)er  19,  1871,  was  graduated  from  the 
Mason  High  School  in  1889  and  is  a  successful 
ti»aclier  of  three  yeai*s'  exj)erience.  Frank,  who 
was  born  Septeml)er  12,  1876,  resides  at  home. 
The  whole  family  are  meml>ers  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Chiu'ch  of  Mason.  Mr.  Hines  is  con- 
nected with  the  Farmers'  Alliance  of  Delhi. 

Our  subject  is  a  Republican  in  his  }K>litic«l  attilia- 
tions.  He  and  Mrs.  Hines  have  cleared  up  the 
farm  they  now  own  and  have  secured  a  comfortable 
home  for  themselves  and  their  family  and  are  justly 
proud  of  their  bright  and  interesting  group  of 
children.  The  family  are  all  interested  in  a  i>:o<jd 
cla.N<  of  literature.  Nine  good  publications  are 
taken  and  it  is  safe  to  say  that  every  journal  re- 
ceives a  careful  perusal.  They  are  progressive  jkm)- 
ple  in  the  ln'st  sense  of  the  term. 


:^D 


I 


AMKS  H.   IRISH.     Our  subject  1  belongs  to  a 
family  that  has  made  itself  an    honorable 

* 

name  in  the  annals  of  American   history  by 
its  devotion  to  the  country  and  its  loyaltv 

•  •  • 

to  the  cause  of  freedom  and  right.  Each  genera- 
tion since  the  days  of  the  Revolution,  has  sent  rep- 
resentatives to  tight  for  the  flag,  and  for  union. 
He  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  has 
not  been  an  exception  but  has  added  another  i)age 
to  the  honorable  record  in  the  family  archives,  for 
he  served  through  the  War  of  the  Rebelli<Tn.  h<»lp- 
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ing  to  put  down  the  enslavement  of  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  human  beings,  and  to  preserve  the 
unity  of  the  States.  To-day  he  still  l)ears  evi- 
dence  that  to  every  loyal  American  citizen  must  be 
a  badge  that  is  most  tionorable  for  the  owner  to 
weAr. 

Mr.  Irish  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  residing  on 
section  1,  of  Vevay  Township,  Ingham  County, 
where  he  has  forty  acres  under  cultivation.  He 
was  born  in  Logan  County,  Ohio,  April  8,  1843. 
and  is  the  son  of  Talcott  and  Sara  (Madison)  Irish. 
The  father  was  a  native  of  Summit  County,  Ohio, 
and  the  mother,  of  Pennsylvania.  The  family 
moved  to  Michigan  in  1852  and  located  on  section 
36,  of  Alaiedon  Township,  Ingham  County,  where 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  spending  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  with  the  exception  of  the  time 
that  he  was  in  the  army,  in  cultivating  his  pur- 
chase. 

Our  subject's  father  and  a  brother  served 
throughout  the  war  Ixnng  volunteers  in  the 
Twelfth  Michigan  Infantry,  both  in  Company  (t. 
The  father's  service  extended  over  a  period  of 
three  years,  and  the  brother  served  over  four  years. 
Both  saw  much  hard  fighting.  Talcott  Irish,  our 
subject's  father,  was  taken  prisoner  at  Shiloh  and 
confined  at  Macon,  (4a,  for  a  period  of  abont 
six  months.  lie  was  exchanged  and  returnetl  to 
his  regiment,  where  he  served  for  nearly  two  years 

^  f  «  ft 

longer,  his  death  finally  occurring  and  was  caused 
by  disease  which  had  been  contracted  in  the  army. 
The  old  gentleman,  although  never  a  man  of 
wealth,  was  in  comfortable  circumstances  and  so 
abhorred  debt  that  his  sons  early  learned  to  beware 
of  speculative  dealings.  The  farm  which  he  owned 
was  never  under  mortgage  during  his  life. 

Our  subject's  boyhood  days  were  spent  on  the 
farm,  and  his  opportunities  for  education  were 
very  limited,  as  he  was  the  oldest  son  left  at  home 
and  the  responsibility  of  caring  for  the  family  and 
of  promoting  the  resources  of  the  land  fell  on  him. 
His  youthful  blcK)d  was  fired  by  the  letters  that 
came  from  his  father  and  brother  containing  des- 
criptions of  battles  and  camp  life,  and  in  I8f)4,  he 
could  stand  it  no  longer,  but  enlisted  in  the  Eighth 
Michigan  Cavalry,  in  Company  L.  He  was  cap- 
tured by  Forrest's  Cavalry,  soon  after  he  was  sent 


to  the  front  and  was  confined  in  Anderson ville 
Prison  al>out  five  months.  He  has  ever  since  l)een 
disabled,  having  suffen»d  intensely  from  the  priva- 
tions and  cruelties  to  which  he  was  then  subjected. 
After  his  lil)ei*ation  at  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr. 
Irish  was  s(»nt  to  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  and  there  re- 
mained s<mie  four  weeks,  after  which  he  retunied 
to  Michigan,  an<l  within  a  year  after  his  home  com- 
ing he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  married  Septeml^er  lo. 
18<>8  to  Miss  Kva  Stroup.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
John  and  Mary  (Linden)  Stroup  and  was  lK>rn  in 
Washtenaw  County,  July  IG,  1848.  Our  subject 
with  his  wife  and  family,  lived  on  the  farm  which 
he  purehasi'd  directly  after  the  war  for  a  jH^riod  of 
ten  yi'ars.  He  then  sold  his  place  and  with  the 
proceeds  purchased  his  present  home.  Four  children 
have  graced  our  subject's  home  by  their  advent 
and  presenee.  They  are  by  name,  Blanche  L., 
Bertha  S..  Madge  A.  and  J.  Fred.  Blanche  was 
born  August  1,  186*).  She  is  a  graduate  from  the 
Mason  High  School  and  has  since  devoted  herself 
to  the  work  of  teaching,  in  which  she  has  been  very 
successful.  She  brings  to  her  work  a  zeal  and  cou- 
.-scientiousn ess  that  cannot  but  have  an  eflPect  for 
good  uj)on  the  young  minds  that  she  is  developing 
and  forming.  Ik'rtha  was  l)orn  Sej)tember  29, 1871, 
and  is  just  blossoming  into  the  beauty  of  perfect 
wonianliood.  Madge  was  \yiyYn  November  11.  1875, 
while  the  only  son  nnide  his  appearance  in  the 
world  March  0,  1884. 

Our  subject  attiliates  with  the  Republican  party 
in  whose  executive  power  he  has  all  confidence  and 
faith.  He  has  lieen  School  Inspector  for  three  terms, 
and  has  brought  to  the  work  an  intelligent  over- 
sight and  judgment  that  have  redounded  greatly 
to  the  advantage  of  educational  affairs  in  the  town- 
ship. He  him^elf  has  been  engaged  in  the  w^ork  of 
teaching,  having  thus  l>een  oc*cupied  for  sixteen 
consecutive  winter  terms.  After  returning  fi-om 
the  wai",  he  determined  to  gain  more  of  an  educa- 
tion and  to  feel  himself  on  a  par  with  men  who 
had  learned  to  think  in  accordance  with  advanced 
methods,  and  he  had  strength  of  purpose  enough, 
man  as  he  was,  to  attend  the  scho<jl  at  Ma.son,  and 
by  diligent  study  both  in  and  out  of  school,  he  ac- 
quired  a  good  common -school  education,  and  i^ 
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ized  in  his  townsliip  a.s  Innntf  a  man  of  more 
>rdinary  attainments  His  example  >Iioiil«l 
?neouragement  to  youni*;  men  who.  like  him- 
ave  l)een  deprived  of  advantaajes  in  their 
-eai-s.  With  onlv  the  ri^ht  kind  of  ambition, 
1  unswerving:  eneriJ:v,  a  man  can  make  of 
f  wliat  he  wishes.  Mr.  Irisli  is  a  memlxM-  of 
and  Army  of  the  liepuhlie,  and  is  Serjeant 
in  tlie  Phil  MeKernan  Post,  and  he  has  also 
enior  Vice  Commander, 
grandfatlier  of  the  gentleman  of  whom  we 
whose  name  was  Al)el  Irish,  was  born  in 
nt.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
ind  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Summit 
r,  Ohio,  settling  near  tlie  ])resent  town  of 
,  which  is  so  noted  for  it^  manufactures  of 
i  kinds.  He  died  in  Alaiedon  Township, 
n  County,  this  State,  at  the  age  of  al>out 
y-eiglit  yeai*s.  One  of  Mr.  I risirs  brothers, 
se,  was  tiiken  prisoner  in  the  early  part  of 
ar  of  the  UelK»llion  an<l  shot  in  cold  !>lood 
,  18f)2.  He  wa.*<  taken  bv  Stewart's  Virsnnia 
lorse  Cavalry.  Our  subject  is  the  recipient 
•ension  of  ^U)  per  month  by  the  (iovern- 
i  recognition  of  the  services  done  and  the 
ig  endured  during  the  war. 


-:^M 


■a.$ 


r. 


II 


1^^- 


)N.  MARSHALL  K.  Rl  MSKV,  President 
of  the  People's  liank  of  Leslie,  Ingham 
Countv,  wa,**  born  in  lk»thanv,  (Tcnesee 
Countv,  N.  v..  .lanuarv  17,  1H4().  and  is  the 
ieorge  W.  and  Fannie  M.  (Canlield)  Rum- 
:ives  resjx^ctively  of  New  York  and  Con- 
t.  The  father  was  very  prominent  in  the 
»f  the  community  where  he  jias^^ed  his  entire 
bc»came  well-to-do.  Politically,  he  wastii*st 
,  but  upon  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
rtv  lK»came  identified  therewith,  and  retain- 
•onnection  until  his  death  in  1HS4.  On  all 
}f  local  and  national  importance  he  was 
ormed  and  was  firm  in  hi>  opposition  to 
He  followed  the  callin"  of  n  fanner  and 
pv  domestic  in    his  nature,  preferrinir   the 


quietude  of  lumie  to  the  turmoil  of  jmblic  life.  He 
and  Ills  wife  were  c<msistent  memljei's  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  and  he  was  a  Deacon  in  the  Bethany 
Church  for  almost  fifty  years.  He  lived  a  life 
alK)ve  reproach  and  died  mourned  by  a  wide  circle 
of  friends,  who  appreciated  his  worth  of  character 
and  his  integrity.  His  death,  as  well  as  that  of  his 
wife,  occurred  in  (ienesee  County,  where  they  had 
l)een  married  many  veai*s  lief  ore. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
•lesse  and  Anna  (Ashley)  Rumsey,  who  were  nat- 
ives of  Vermont  and  moved  tlience  to  ^Western 
New  York  at  an  early  day.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents were  Daniel  and  Hulda  (Main)  Can  field, 
natives  of  Connecticut.     The  Hon.  Mr.  Rumscv  is 

• 

one  of  six  children,  who  were  named  as  follows: 
Florilla  M.,  Daniel  C,  (ieorge  W.,  .Jr.,  Mai*shall  K., 
An)ert  J.  and  Nathan  K.  The  fourth  child,  our 
subject,  pasM»d  his  boyhood  on  his  father's  farm  in 
Bethany,  (ienesi»e  Comity,  N.  V.,  and  i*eceived  an 
academic  education  at  Ik^thanv  Centre  and  (ien- 
esee.  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.  I'ntil  he  was 
twenty -one  yeai*s  of  age  he  remained  under  the 
parental  roof,  teaching  s<.'hcM)l  during  the  winter 
and  working  on  the  home  farm  in  the  summer 
season. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  yeai-s,  our  subject  left 
the  Empire  State  and  going  to  Chicago,  engaged 
in  trade  in  hides  until  18()7,  when  he  came  to  this 
State.  Here  he  at  once  located  in  I^slie,  and  em- 
barked in  business  in  lumbering,  farming,  real- 
est4ite  and  banking.  Suc^cess  has  crowned  his 
efforts  in  Ingham  County,  and  he  is  now  the  owner 
of  a  tine  farm  of  three  hundred  and  forty  acres 
adjoining  the  Leslie  Cori)oration.  He  also  owns  con- 
siderable land  in  different  parts  of  the  country  and 
has  done  large  lumbering  business*  in  the  Michigan 
pineries.  His  laboiv  as  a  real-estate  dealer  have 
l)een  marked  by  slii*ewd  judgment  and  keen  fore- 
sight, and  in  fact,  in  whatever  direction  his  atten- 
tion has  iH^en  turned,  he  haj*  alwavs  gfiven  t<»  the 
duties  attending  it  his  l)est  efforts. 

The  first  bank  in  lx*slie  was  Walker,  Allen  <V 
Co.'s  private  bank  and  the  Hon.  Mr.  Rumsey  was 
one  of  its  organizers.  Later  the  National  liank  of 
Leslie  was  organized  with  him  as  Vice-President,  a 
p<»sition  he  retained  until   in   August,   1888,   when 
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he  was  elected  President  of  the  l)ank.  He  remain- 
ed in  that  capacity  until  elanuary,  1887,  when  the 
bank  surrendered  its  charier  and  was  orpranized  as 
the  People's  Bank  with  our  subject  as  President. 
IIe*is  studious  in  mattei-s  relating  to  his  profession 
and  has  made  it  his  life  habit  to  do  thorough  and 
systematic  reading,  lx>th  professional  and  miscel- 
laneous. He  has  a  good  private  library  and  from 
that  and  other  sources  has  kept  himself  abreast 
of  the  times  upon  all  current  toj)ics,  especially 
those  pertaining  to  economic,  s<Kial  and  political 
welfare.'  He  is  a  typical  self-rnado  man,  haviiiir 
commenced  in  life  with  no  other  capital  than  a 
clear  head  and  willing  hands,  and  may  led  justly 
proud  of  the  success  which  he  has  attained. 

The  first  Presidential  vote  deposited  hy  Mr. 
Rumsey  was  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1861  and  he 
is  still  a  strong  Rej)ublican  and  a  leader  in  the 
])arty.  In  every  campaign  since  he  lK*eaniea  v<^ter 
he  has  been  active  for  the  political  principles  of  his 
adoption,  yet  he  is  aloof  from  party  prejudice  and 
allows  it  to  have  no  weight  in  his  soeial  and  busi- 
ness relations.  His  varied  experience  loni;  a^o 
taught  him  to  accord  to  others  the  same  enjoyment 
of  opinion  which  he  demands  for  hini>elf.  He  is 
especially  qualified  for  j)ublie  life,  and  this  fact 
iKMUg  recognized  by  his  fello\v-citizen>  lu'  has  hecn 
called  to  several  important  and  responsihU*  posi- 
tions. For  several  years  he  served  as  a  member  of 
the  Common  Council  of  Leslie,  and  for  tifti'en 
years  he  was  on  the  School  Board. 

In  1884  the  lion.  Mr.  Rumsey  was  elected  to  the 
legislature  fnmi  Ingham  County  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  and  was  re-elected  to  the  House  of 
1887-88.  During  both  sessions  he  was  Chairman 
of  the  Conunittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  was 
ever  foun<l  faithful  to  the  interests  of  his  constit- 
uency. He  came  within  four  votes  of  !)eing  made 
Speaker  of  the  House  in  1887.  He  has  never  as- 
pired to  ottice,  and  in  fact,  the  positions  filled  by 
him  have  always  been  accepted  reluctantly  and 
almost  forced  im  him.  He  is  a  geniid  comj)anion 
and  a  man  of  fine  physique.  Socially,  he 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  a 
Knight  Templar.  In  his  religious  belief  he  i>  a 
Baptist,  although  he  is  not  connected  with  the 
church.     In   1872   he   and  Arnold    Walker   built 


twenty-two  miles  of  the  Detroit  &  Bay  City  Rail- 
road  from  Vassar  to  Bay  City,  Mich. 

On  May  lo,  186r>,  the  interesting  ceremony  wa* 
IKM'formed  which  united  in  marriage  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Humsi»y  and  .Mis«<  Hattie  N.  Wickwire.     The  bride 
was  born  in  Akron,  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Renssc»laer  and  Sarah  (Whipple)  Wick- 
wire, natives  resi>ectively  of  Connecticut  and  Ver- 
mont.    Her  father  still  survives  at  the  venerahle 
age  <^f  eighty-six  years,  but  the   mother  died  in 
February,    181U.    aged    eighty-two.     The    elegant 
home  of  our  subject  and  his  w\(e   was  brightened 
I    by  the  presence  of  two  children,  one  of  whom — 
\    Kdward  M. — died  when  sevent<?en  ye^irsold.     Tlie 
dauirhter,  Fannie  M.,  is  the  wife  of  Fred   HavneN 
i    of    Leslie. 


•^•—^•f^i* 


/' 


X 


w  AMKS    W.    TWAITS,   Jr.       Many    of   the 

ft 

most  able  and  etlicient  business  and   profes- 
>ional    men    of     Michigan    are    English  M' 
\^J     birth  and  paientage,  but  have  made  them- 
>elves  by  training  and   in    their  sympathies  tlior- 
oughly    American.     We    have  small    appreciation 
of  those  who  come  to  America  from  foreijrn  lands 
and  retaining  all  their  Old- World   prejudices  and 
notions,  hold  themselves  aloof  from  the   intere^^ti^ 
and    institutions   of  our    country,  refusing  to  1^' 
naturalized  or  to  lielj)  in  conducting  and  inii)r(>v- 
ing,  according  to  their  l)est  judgment,  our  puhlie 
affairs;  but  to  th(»se  who  come  here,  re^Iizinir  that 
this  a  composite  country  and  that  we  were  all  once 
foreigners,  yet  seeing  the  grandeur  and  appreciat- 
ing the  spirit  of  Americanism,  and  having  the  full 
intent  to  become  one  of  us,  we  give  a  most  hearty 

ft 

welcome. 

Mr.  Twait,^,  who  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
men  of  North  Lansing,  is  such  a  man.  He  was 
born  in  Norfolk,  England,  Deceml)er  1,  1849. 
His  father,  James  W.  Twaits,  and  grandfather. 
.lames,  weie  both  natives  of  F^ngland,  who  trace 
their  lineage  back  to  France  and  the  Huguenots. 
Their  ancestors  escaped  from  Fmnce  by  crossing 
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tie  channel  in  boats,  and  finally,  after  generations 
of  living  in  P!^ngland,  have  sent  some  representi- 
tives  to  Amenca.  ITie  gi-andfather  of  our  sul>- 
jeet  was  an  officer  in  the  English  navy,  and  one 
of  his  sons  was  also  with  him  in  that  line  of 
service. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  baker  by  trade, 
which  he  followed  for  a  number  of  years  in  earlv 
life.  lie  finally  decided  to  locate  permanently  in 
this  country,  and  brought  his  wife  and  family  with 
him.  Before  coming  here  he  l^ecame  mixed  up 
with  the  Chartist  party,  and  the  British  soldiers 
surrounded  the  building  where  they  held  their 
meeting,  to  arrest  the  delegates,  but  he  with  a  few 
others  made  his  escape.  I^ater,  however,  he  was 
arreted,  and  after  undergoing  an  examination,  he 
was  put  under  surveillance  by  the  British  Govern- 
ment. This  grated  upon  the  feelings  of  the 
honest  and  sturdy  Englishman,  and  he  made 
up  his  mind  that  in  America  he  would  find 
larger  liberty  and  a  right  to  exercise  his  own 
opinions. 

The  senior  Mr.  Twaits  located  in  Cleveland,  and 
took  a  position  to  run  on  the  lake  as  cook.  .  After 
several  years*  experience  in  this  line,  he  had  man- 
aged to  gain  a  knowledge  of  lumber,  and  entered 
the  employ  of  Harmon  <fe  Crowl,  lumber  dealers, 
taking  the  position  of  lumber  inspector.  He  soon 
took  charge  of  the  yards  at  St.  Charles,  Mich.,  as 
inspector,  and  followed  it  there  for  a  number  of 
years,  after  which  he  went  to  Saginaw,  where  he 
still  resides  and  is  in  the  same  line  of  work,  al- 
though he  is  past  seventy-five  years  of  age.  He  is 
a  man  of  strictly  temperate  habits,  and  has  ever 
been  in  favor  of  all  movements  in  this  line.  He 
is  connected  with  the  Congregational  Church,  as 
was  also  his  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  wliose 
maiden  name  was  Mary  Leggett;  she  died  in  Sagi- 
naw at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years,  having  been 
the  mother  of  nine  children,  of  whom  our  subject 
is  the  oldest  now  living.  After  her  death 
Mr.  Twaits  married  for  his  second  wife  a  Mrs. 
Mason. 

The  subject  of  our  .^kek'li  was  su  young  when 
he  came  to  this  country  that  he  renieml>ers  only 
two  or  three  incidents  of  his  life  in  Merrie  Eng- 
land.    The    passage    across   the   Atlantic   Ocean, 


which  was  made  in  a  sailing  vessel,  made  a  deep 
impression  upon  his  mind,  as  it  was  a  long  trip, 
and  the  winds  and  waves  were  boisterous.  He 
was  reared  in  Cleveland  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  about  six  years,  when  the  family  removed  to 
St.  Charles,  Mich.,  and  in  1885  they  came  to  East 
Saginaw,  where  he  faitJifully  attended  the  city 
schools,  and  was  within  a  few  weeks  of  graduation 
at  the  High  School  when  he  ceased  his  studies.  He 
wjis  not  much  more  than  thirteen  years  old  when 
he  began  "hustling  for  himself,'' and  has  been  ever 
since. 

The  youth  now  became  clerk  in  the  iK)8t-ofl3ce  at 
East  Saginaw  under  Hon.  DeWitt  C.  Gage,  ex- 
Secretary  of  State,  and  after  three  years'  service 
he  came,  in  the  fall  of  1868,  to  work  at  Lansing 
for  the  corporation  which  is  now  known  as  the 
Michigan  Central  I^ilroad,  but  which  was  then 
called  the  Jackson,  Lansing  6i  Saginaw  Railroad. 
He  continued  in  their  employ  for  some  three  or 
four  years,  and  then  served  various  pai-tiesas  book- 
keeper, being  at  difl'erent  times  in  the  establishment 
of  Mr.  A.  Turner,  with  J.  E.  Warner  <fe  Co.,  and  J. 
F.  Schultz  &  Co. 

It  wa^  not  until  a  year  before  this  young  man 
became  a  clerk  in  the  law  department  of  the  State 
Library  that  he  became  inteivsted  in  legal  matters, 
and  determined  to  turn  his  attention  and  energies 
in  that  direction.  In  the  spring  of  1886  he  was 
given  the  entire  charge  of  that  department  of  the 
library.  He  began  to  study  under  C.  F.  Hammond, 
and  finished  in  the  law  department  of  the  State 
Library,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  June  16, 
1887,  receiving  liberty  to  j)ractice  as  an  attorney, 
solicitor  and  counselor  in  all  the  courts  of  Michi- 
gan, his  admission  being  granted  by  Hon.  James 
V.  Campbell,  then  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  after  examination  by  a  committee  of  attor- 
neys in  open  court.  He  continued  as  clerk  in  the 
library  until  May  15,  1891,  when  he  retired  from 
that  ix>sition  that  he  might  devote  himself  to  the 
practice  of  law  in  Lansing.  He  has  built  for  his 
family  a  beautiful  home  at  No.  627  Cedar  Street. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  name  in  maidenhood  of 
Lizzie  Price,  was  horn  in  Lansing,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  John  K.  Price,  who  was  a  Captain  in 
the  army  during  the  CAyH  War,     More   may  Ikj 
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learned  of  this  interesting  family  in  tlie  sketch  of 
Capt.  Price,  which  api>ears  elsewhere  in  this 
Album,  lliis  lady,  who  became  Mi's.  Twaits  May 
25,  1882,  is  a  gmduateof  the  I^nsing  Ili^h  School 
and  taught  in  different  places  in  Michigan  for  a 
number  of  years  before  her  marriage.  I^ilh  she 
and  her  excellent  husband  take  an  earnest  interest 
in  all  matters  of  education,  and  he  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board.  Two'children  have  bk'ssed 
this  home — Bessie  E.  and  Ford  J. 

A  numlxjr  of  the  social  orders  claim  Mr.  Twaits 
in  their  meml)er8hip,  as  he  l>elongs  to  the  Free  juid 
Accepted  Masons,  the  Royal  Arch  Masons,  the 
Royal  Arcanum,  and  was  an  Odd  Fellow,  but  is 
not  now  an  active  one.  He  is  a  true-blue  Repub- 
lican, and  besides  l)einga  member  of  the  City  Cen- 
tral Committee  and  the  County  Committee,  is 
Chairman  of  the  First  Ward  City  Committee  and 
a  frequent  delegate  to  county  and  State  conven- 
tions, lie  is  a  man  of  unusual  intellii^enee  and 
enterprise  and  lilwral  and  broad  in  liis  thoui^ht 
and  life.  His  lovely  wife  is  a  jnoniinent  nuMu- 
ber  of  social  circles  in  T^ansino;  and  an  active 
worker  in  the  Presbvterian  Chunli. 
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ANTEL  BARRINOEH.    The  beautiful  cap- 
Jj  ital  of   Michigan,  with    its    stately   public 
buildings,  it^*    business    street>   lined    with 
^  handsome   stores  and    manufai  toiies,  and 

its  avenues  of  beautiful  homes  where  dwell  tin*  in- 
tellect, wit  and  beautv  of  the  eitv.  resembles  on 
the  map  nothing  so  much  as  a  fat  spider  with  nu- 
merous legs  of  railway  sj)rawling  in  every  di na- 
tion. The  fact  of  its  Inking  a  railroad  center  i>  to 
a  student  of  ethics  a  most  important  item,  for  it 
proves  the  place  to  be  an  importiint  manufactui- 
ing  as  well  as  distributive  point,  where  the  brawn 
and  sinew  that  make  the  social  struetuie  intei»rally 
strong  is  to  be  found.  ( )f  the  men  who  have  w«uked 
with  the  single  view  to  the  upbuilding  and  sup- 
port of  the  city,  none  are  more  de>erving  of  credit 
than  he  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 
Vna^uming  and  simple,  doing  conscientiously  his 


l>est  in  his  own  line  of  business,  at  the  same  time 
he  has  always  held  a  broad  outl<K)k  over  general 
improvement  and  evolution,  never  omitting  to 
sjiv  the  word  that  would  cast  the  Ijalance  in  favor 
of  Lansing. 

Mr.  Rnrringer,  who  by  birth  owes  allegiance  to 
Kngland,  is  well  and  favorably  known  in  lousing 
as  lH*ing  the  efricient  incumbent  of  the  i)osition  of 
Deputy  (  ity  Treasurer.  He  is  now  serving  his  sec- 
ond term  in  this  capacity.  He  was  born  in  Mid- 
dlesex, Kngland,  in  the  Parish  of  Hillingdon. 
.lanuary  25,  IHlJ).  His  father,  Daniel  Barringer 
Sr.,  was  a  native  of  the  same  countrv.  He  was  a 
wheelwriirht  bv  trarle  and  died  in  his  native  land. 
The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother  was 
Klizabeih  ( Joodall,  like  her  huslmnd,  a  native  of 
Middlesex.  Kngland. 

Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  New 
Market,  (  anada,  arriving  here  in  the  spring  of 
IHiu).  \\v  lirst  wa>  in  the  employ  of  a  Mr.  Buck, 
with  whom  he  learned  the  tmde  of  a  Ciabinet- 
makii.  lie  be^^an  at  the  f<K)t  of  the  ladder  Imt 
wurki'd  his  way  u]>  to  the  jH>sition  of  foreman, 
and  continued  in  that  position  for  eight  years, 
superintending  the  entire  shop.  In  the  spring  of 
18.SX  he  was  elected  City  Treasurer  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  otticiated  in  this  capacity  for  two 
year>.  In  I H'jo  he  became  Deputy  Treasiu'er,  and 
since  thus  employed  his  time  has  i)een  entirelv  ck*- 
cnpied  b\  attention  to  his  ollicial  duties. 

\f\vv  thoroughly  establishing  himself  in  }>u>i- 
ne>s  in  the  city,  o\n'  subject  found  life  incomplete 
without  a  honu*,  and  in  1H71  he  established  a  do- 
mestic relation,  placing  over  his  house  as  sover- 
eign ruler  Miss  Sarah  Patten.  Their  marriage  was 
solemnized  in  lH7t.  The  lady  was  Ixjrn  in  IFaniil- 
ton,  Canada,  but    wa*^  reared    and    educated    Iiere. 

Imh*  four  years  Mr.  Barringer  has  served  a^  Al- 
derman in  the  city — from  1888  to  1887  inclusive — 
and  for  one  year  he  held  the  chair  as  President 
pro  t(^m.  Socially  he  belongs  to  the  Indei>eiident 
Order  ol  Odd  Fell<^>v>.  lie  also  iH^lougs  to  the 
Foresters,  and  has  associated  himself  with  the 
Knights  of  Labor,  in  which  order  he  is  a  Past  Mas- 
ter N\  orknian,  and  has  been  Representative  to  the 
State  lM)die>  of  the  >aid  orders.  J*oliticallv  he 
fraternize>  with  the    Democratic   party    and    is  one 
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of  the  best  representatives  of  that  political  body  in 
this  city,  being  noted  for  his  integrity  and  adher- 
ence to  principle  rather  than  to  party  prejudice. 
Mr.  Barringer  is  a  most  enterprising  gentleman, 
and  is  lil)eral  and  broad-minded  both  in  his  social 
and  political  relations. 
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~l  OSEPII  R.  LAROSK.  This  gentleman,  who 
is  a  partner  with  Mr.  Voiselle  in  the  deco- 
rating and  frescoing  business,  exhibits  some 
^1  of  the  finest  traits  of  the  French  nation, 
from  which  he  has  sprung.  His  marked  intelli- 
gence, acumen  and  shrewdness,  his  facility  in  lan- 
oruage  and  the  taste  which  he  has  displayed  in 
business  all  mark  him  as  belonging  to  the  French 
l>eople.  He  was  bom  in  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  May  22, 
1850,  and  his  father,  whose  name  was  Francis 
Xavier,  was  a  native  of  Quelwc,  while  his  grand- 
father, Fournie  De  Larose,  was  a  native  of  France. 
The  father  dropi>ed  the  title,  and  as  the  grand- 
father died  in  Quebec  some  ycai-s  ago,  the  prefix  is 
MOW  extinct. 

Tlje  father  of  our  subject  was  a  ship  cari)enter, 
who  learned  his  trade  in  youth  and  located  at  Os- 
"wego,  where  he  was  engaged  in  building  the  canal 
lx)ats,  and  at  various  times  was  working  at  his 
trade  in  Buffalo,  Toledo,  Milwaukee,  Chicago  and 
Quebec.  He  also  took  contracts  to  build  bridges, 
mills  and  houses,  and  his  last  days  were  spent  in 
Troy,  N.  Y.,  although  he  had  passed  some  time  at 
Portland,  Me.,  and  was  in  the  ['nited  States  serv- 
ice in  the  Department  of  Engineers  and  Mechanics 
all  through  the  war.  When  he  passed  away,  in 
1873,  he  had  completed  fifty-three  years  of  life. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Leon  ore  De  Lisle  by 
name,  was  born  in  Quebec,  her  father,  Antonias 
De  Lisle,  being  a  farmer.  She  died  in  Troy  and 
left  thirteen  children,  seven  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity and  six  are  still  living.  The  son  of  whom 
we  are  writing  was  in  Milwiiukee  from  the  age  of 
four  until  he  reached  the  age  of  ton,  and  then  was 
in  Quebec  for  some  years,  being  educated  in  P^ng- 
lish,  German  and  French.     When  eleven  years  old 


he  was  apprenticed  to  the  painter's  trade,  and  after 
four  years  of  service  he  went  to  Troy.  When  only 
sixteen  yeai-s  old  he  was  so  good  a  workman  as  to 
receive  ^2.50  a  day.  He  traveled  and  found  work 
in  various  cities,  visiting  Savannah,  Oa.,and  after- 
ward Detroit.  In  December,  1877,  he  came  to 
Lansing,  Ingham  County,  and  was  employed  upon 
the  State  Capitol.  Here  he  worked  with  Mr.  Voi- 
selle, as  they  two  did  all  the  l)est  work  in  the  fresco- 
ing of  this  magnificent  building,  after  which  they 
formed  a  partnei*ship,  which  still  stands. 

The  pleasant  home  of  Mr.  Larose,  which  is  at 
No.  719  Allegan  Street,  is  presided  over  most  gra- 
ciously by  the  lady  who  became  his  wife  in  Detroit 
in  187G.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Melvina 
Hobarge,  and  her  birthplace  was  Quebec,  although 
she  grew  to  womanhood  in  Detroit.  They  have 
three  lovely  children — Mary  Maud,  Ervy  Emerson 
and  Edith  Rose.  Mr.  larose  belongs  to  the  order 
of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  both  he  and  his  part- 
ner are  meml)ers  of  the  National  Builders*  Ex- 
change and  of  the  Master  Painters  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  association  Mr.  Larose  is  Sergeant 
at  Arms.  Like  his  partner,  he  afifiliates  with  the 
Democracy,  and  like  him  does  not  take  an  active 
part  in  public  affairs,  l)eing  content  to  cast  his  vote 
according  to  his  conscience  and  lx?st  judgment. 
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k\EOR(iE  A.  EARLE.  Our  subject  is  a  man 
■;  who  has  had  much  exi)erience  in  various 
directions  although  he  is  comparatively  a 
young  man.  Few  men  fall  into  a  i)osition  at  the 
outset  of  their  career  which  is  suited  to  them  in 
every  way,  and  few  men  really  settle  down  to  the 
serious  business  of  life,  making  anything  of  it  that 
in  the  least  resembles  a  succ»ess,  until  they  are  about 
forty  years  of  age.  It  is  no  sign  that  because  a 
young  man  changes  his  occupation  that  he  is  vacil- 
lating by  nature,  for  he  who  knows  how  to  get 
out  of  :i  wrong  position  and  one  U)  which  he  is  not 
adapted,  shows  more  discretion  than  he  who,  know- 
ing he  hjis  made  a  mistake,  is  too  stubborn  to  ac- 
knowledge it  by  making  a  change.     Previous  to 
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settling  down  in  his  present  lucrative  and  lar^e 
business  Mr.  Earle  oc^cupied  himself  in  various 
ways,  and  in  each  he  gained  an  experience  that 
will  be  of  value  to  him  in  the  general  current  of 
commercial  life,  lie  is  now  a  meml)er  of  the  firm 
Earle  <fe  Lewis,  the  largest  hardware  house  in  the 
city  of  Mason,  Ingham  County. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Ontario,  March  20,  1^;").^. 
He  is  a  son  of  George  and  Jane  (Maxon)  Karle,  tlie 
former  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of 
Canada.  Our  subject's  l)oyhood  days  wen*  spent 
on  a  farm,  and  from  the  district  school  in  the  neiirh- 
borhood  he  was  early  trained  in  the  branches  com- 
mon to  an  English  education.  After  he  had  finished 
school  he  began  for  himself,  first  engaging  in  teach- 
ing, but  he  soon  found  he  was  not  adapted  to  thi> 
work.  He  then  followed  railroading,  being  station 
agent  on  the  Michigan  Central  road  for  a  numhtT 
of  years.  He  then  was  a  partner  in  an  elevntor 
for  a  period  of  four  years.at  tlieend  of  which  time 
he  began  clerking  in  the  liardwMie  store  m  which 
he  is  now  a  partner,  lie  was  thus  ennaged  for 
about  three  months  when  lie  hecanie  a  |)artnei 
under  the  firm  name  of  DuHois  A-  Karle.  lie  has 
ever  since  remained  in  the  firm,  it  being  now  run 
under  the  name  of  Earle  iV  Lewi>.  Mr.  Lewis 
having  purchased  Mr.  DuHois'  interest  .June  1. 
1891.  The  firm  c^arrv  a  very  irood  stock  of  hard- 
ware  and  farming  iniplcmenbi,  the  hitter  beinu  <»f 
the  latest  and  most  approved  styles. 

The  original  of  oursketcli  was  married  in  Novem- 
ber, 1887,  to  Mis'*  Mary  Seeley,  a  daughter  of  (  oi. 
♦John  and  Caroline  (Frederick)  Seeley.  The  lady 
was  born  in  Ingham  County,  in  June,  1 802.  By  this 
marriajj^e  one  little  li^irl  has  made  her  advent  into 
the  household  and  is  one  of  the  most  important 
members  therein,  llei-  name  is  Earncstine  and  she 
was  born  in  Mason  December  '2C},  1881).  Our  sul)- 
ject  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  has  once  been 
Alderman  in  the  first  ward  of  the  town,  lie  filled 
the  position  of  City  Clerk  for  two  years,  and  is  now 
Supervisor  of  the  Second  Ward. 

Mr.  Earle  is  the  oldest  of  a  family  of  twelve 
children,  nine  of  whom  luv  still  livinii.  Four 
brothers  reside  in  this  State.  John  iun>  a  bakery 
in  Owosso.  Charles  and  Frank  run  a  bakerv  in 
Adrian,  and  James  is  in  a  bakery  at  Flint,     Mr. 


Earle 's  mother  still  survives,  making  her  home  in 
Canada.  His  father  died  in  1878.  Mr.  Earle  is 
one  i>f  the  l)rightest  and  most  progressive  business 
men  of  Mason  and  well  deserves  the  confidence 
and  respect  of  the  citizens  which  are  I'eiMjsed  in  him. 
The  offices  that  he  Inis  hehl  in  the  gift  of  the  town- 
>hip  have  been  conferi*ed  by  reas<m  of  his  sui>erior 
intelligence  and  his  good  executive  ability,  and 
that  confidence  has  never  l>een  found  to  have  been 
mi>placed. 
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fOH  1.  CA.MFHELL,  was  l>orn  in  the  town- 
j  >hi|)  of  (humdaga,  Ingham  County.  July  9, 
IS.');),  and  is  a  son  of  Marshall  and  Maria 
(  anipbell.  who  moved  to  that  township  from 
HutTah>.  N.  V..  in  18r)0.  At  the  tender  age  of 
sevt'ii  years  he  >utTere<l  the  loss  of  his  mother 
who  died  in  ls»(I2.  and  the  family  of  twelve  chil- 
(beii.  of  which  he  was  one.  was  s<H>n  scattered.  At 
twt'ive  yi'ars  of  aui'  lu'  began  the  work  of  main tjiin- 
ing  himself,  and  was  engaged  by  the  month  in 
working  upon  a  farm  during  the  summer  and  in 
the  winter  he  attended  district  school,  working  l)e- 
fore  and  aUvv  hours  in  order  to  pay  for  his  Ixmrd, 
his  tli>t  six  months'  work  bringing  him  %42. 

In  December,  187.*^.  our  subject  went  to  Flrie 
County.  N.  V..  an<l  there  dwelt  one  yciir,  duiing 
which  he  spent  three  months  in  sc»hool  in  a  district 
on  what  is  known  as  the  Transit  road,  and  durin"' 
five  months  of  that  year  he  was  engaged  in  work 
on  North  BulTalo  dock,  handling  wood  and  cHial  for 
the  firm  of  Chester  cV  Es'^m*,  and  the  remaining  four 
months  he  was  employed  as  an  apprentice  inolder 
in  the  Malleable  Iron  Works  of  Pratt  «!L' Ix^tch worth 
in  that  city.  The  financially  hard  winter  of  1874 
and  lH7r)  reduced  wages  to  such  a  degi^ee  that  he 
could  not  earn  his  board  there,  and  he  returned  to 
Michigan  and  was  emi)loyed  as  a  hired  hand  on 
different  farms,  as  hefore  spending  his  winters  in 
attendance  at  the  district  schools. 

In  the  winttMs  of  187^^  and  1871).  be  taught 
school  at  the  hrick  school  house  three  miles  east  of 
Eaton   Hapids,  and  rlunc    27,    1879,  he  graduated 
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from  Leslie  High  School  after  eight  months  spent 
at  different  times  at  the  institution.  In  the  spring 
of  1880,  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Clerk  of  Ing- 
ham County,  which  position  lie  held  for  three  years, 
having  full  charge  of  the  office  for  two  3'ears, 
while  his  piincipal  C.  C.  Walker,  was  engaged  ex- 
officio,  as  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  at  I^nsing. 
April  16,  1883,  Mr.  Campbell  l^ecame  the  owner 
and  publisher  of  the  Leslie  LocaU  published  at  the 
villaije  of  Leslie.  lie  was  very  successful  in  this 
venture,  and  August  20,  188G,  more  tlian  three 
years  after  he  had  purchased  tlie  paj>er,  he  sohl 
out  his  business  at  a  largely  advanced  price.  Soon 
thereafter  he  purchased  the  i'inckney  Despatch  of 
Living.ston  County.  This  he  sold  in  January  1888 
and  then  entered  the  I^w  School  at  Ann  Arbor, 
having  given  considerable  attention  to  the  study 
of  law  during  his  other  occupations. 

After  spending  five  months  at  Ann  Arbor,  he  of 
whom  we  write  returned  to  Mason  where  he  wa,** 
admitted  to  the  bar  by  Judge  Erastus  Peck,  June 
19,  1889.  He  practiced  his  profession  very  suc- 
cessfully at  Mason,  until  Novemlx^r  11,  1889,  when 
finding  ncwspajK^r  work  more  congenial  and  an  op- 
portunity offering  itself  he  purchased  the  Ingham 
County  News,  a  pioneer  paper  devoted  to  the  inter- 
ests of  the  county,  and  this  he  now  publishes  most 
successfully.  June  16.  1884,  Mr.  Campl)ell  was 
married  to  Miss  Eva  M.  Huntington,  of  Ma,son.  She 
was  born  in  that  city  OctolK»r  21,  18r)9.  Her  father, 
Collins  'D.  Huntington,  was  lH>rn  at  St.  Albans, 
Vt.,  February  25,  1881,  and  came  to  Ingham 
County  in  his  bovhood.  He  is  a  member  of  one 
the  oldest  and  Ijest  known  families  in   this  county. 

• 

Mrs.  Campbeirs  mother,  Margaret  (Ix^wis)  Hunt- 
ington, was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  X.  V.,  Dec- 
ember 31,  1834,  and  came  to  Michigan  with  her 
[>arents  who  settled  in  Ingham  County,  when  but 
three  yeai*s  of  age.  They  were  married  March 
26,  1854.  Mrs.  Campl)ell  is  one  of  the  most  busy 
and  industrious  little  housinvives,  and  a  derided 
helpmate  to  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Wherever 
their  home  has  l>een  he  has  enjoyed  the  confidence 
of  the  |>eople  who  have  tendered  him  important 
j>ositions  of  trust. 

Ill  the  fall  of  1882  Mr.  CamplK.*ll  was  nominated 
by  the  Republicans  to  the  otlice  of   County   Clerk. 


He  ran  far  ahead  of  his  ticket  but  with  all  the 
others  was  defeated  by  a  combination  of  the  Dem- 
<x?ratic  and  Greenback  parties  of  the  county.  While 
a  resident  of  Leslie,  he  was  three  times  elected 
Clerk  of  the  township,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Common  Council  of  the  village  for  a  time,  and  was 
at  the  time  of  his  removal,  a  member  of  the  School 
Board.  May  17,  1889,  he  was  appointed  Circuit 
Court  Ccmimissiouer  of  Ingham  County  by  Gov. 
Luce,  the  term  of  office  expiring  December  31, 1890. 
At  the  present  time  our  subject  is  President  of  the 
Mason  Board  of  Education,  and  Supervisor  of  the 
First  W'ard  of  that  city,  having  been  elected  to  the 
former  position  September  2,  1889,  and  to  the  lat- 
ter April  6,   1891. 

Socially  his  associates  testify  to  his  usefulness 
and  draw  upon  him  in  many  ways.  He  is  Master 
of  the  Masonic  Ix)dge,  a  trustee  of  the  first  Pres- 
byterian Church  of  Mason,  and  has  for  years  been 
active  in  forwarding  Sunday-school  work.  While 
people  of  the  vicinity  frequently  call  him  out  for 
public  addresses  on  social,  memorial  and  patriotic 
occasions.  Since  leaving  home  as  a  boy,  he  has 
l)een  dependent  entirely  upon  his  own  resources, 
and  the  good  practical  education  he  enjoys  has 
l)een  obtained  at  the  exix?nse  of  many  privations 
and  hard  knocks. 

It  will  not  be  amiss  here  to  give  a  short  sketch  of 
our  subject's  father,  Marshall  Campbell.  He  was 
born  in  lierks  County,  Pa.,  October  13,  1808,  and 
is  still  living,  now  a  resident  of  Onondaga,  Ingham 
County.  His  father  was  Matthew  Campliell,  bom 
in  1779,  who  wjis  left  an  orphan  at  a  very  tender 
age,  having  had  but  little  recollection  of  liis  pai'ents. 
Marshall  Campbeirs  mother  was  Catherine  Boyer, 
who  wa^  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Pa.,   and 

• 

who  was  one  of  a  large  family  whose  memljers  and 
connections  are  scattered  throughout  tlie  State,  and 
whose  ancestors  emigrated  from  Prussia  soon  after 
Penn  's  Treaty.  Matthew  Campbell  was  early  bound 
out  as  an  apprentice  to  learn  the  manufacture  of 
spinning  wheels,  and  served  such  apprenticeship 
until  he  was  twenty-ime  years  of  age.  In  the  year 
1800,  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  workins; 
hard  at  his  trade  and  in  1807  was  married  to  the 
alK)ve  named  Catherine  Boyer.  As  man  and  wife 
they  struggled  hard  for  a   fortune  but   the  passing 
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years  brought  them  but  little  and  in  1825,  with 
Marshall  and  seven  other  children,  they  emigra- 
ted to  Williamsville,  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  arrived  after  a  hard  jaunt  of  fourteen  days 
over  the  hills  and  mountains.  In  1827,  Marshall 
learned  the  cooi)er*s  trade,  at  which  he  worked  fur 
several  years.  In  1831,  he  went  back  to  Pennsvl- 
vania  and  taught  school  that  winter  at  a  place 
called  Skippackville,  near  Sumneytown.  He  was 
a  Baptist  in  faith,  but  from  the  Dunkards  and  (Qua- 
kers who  lived  there,  he  imbibed  a  more  HIhtjiI 
view  of  Christiauitv  than  he  ever  before  had,  and 
has  ever  since  l^elieved  that  where  true  and 
living  faith  exists,  there  is  the  Church  of  (iod. 

In  1832,  Mai*shall  Campbell  began  clerking  for  a 
coal,  luml>er  and  produce  dealer  on  Schuylkill 
Canal,  but  that  year  the  Asiatic  cholera  made  lU 
first  appearance  im  this  continent,  and  was  particu- 
larly severe  at  Philadelphia  Mr.  Cami)bell  vva>  taken 
sick  and  fearing  the  result^  he  went  to  his  home 
in  New  York.  He  soon  returned  to  IVnnsvlvanin, 
however,  and  entered  the  employ  ofliis  uncle  Dan- 
iel lioyer  a  general  merchant  at  Hoyer>town.  From 
there  he  entered  the  emph)y  of  the  keeper  of  the 
poor  house  of  that  county,  keeping  the  hooks  of 
the  institution  and  l(H)kini;  after  the  wniit>  of  the 
one  hundred  and  fifty  paupers.  He  was  there  nlM)Ut 
five  yeai-s,  and  was  during  that  time  married  to 
Miss  Maria  Bover. 

In  1811,  the  young  couple  moved  to  Hlnck  Koek 
now  known  as  North  Buffalo.  N.  V..  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  as  a  cooper  and  in  the  meantime 
discharged  the  duties  of  village  and  town>hip 
Clerk.  In  IHf)!)  thev  came  to  Ingham  County,  Mich, 
and  settled  on  land  in  Onondaija,  where  they  })uill 
a  log  hoUvSeand  cleared  u|)  a  good  home.  Twelve 
children  were  horn  to  them,  whose  names  in  order 
of  ages  are  as  follows:  lU)yer  H.,  Catherine,  Sarah, 
Daniel,  Matthew,  William.  Homer  11.,  Angeline. 
Charlotte,  Job  T.,  Marshall  L.  and  Maria.  They 
are  all  still  living  with  the  exception  of  Matthew, 
who  was  drowned  in  the  Kankakee  Uiyer,  in  Ill- 
inois, March  9,  189(1,  and  Maria  (Mrs.  Davis),  who 
died  in  Leslie  Townshij),   Felunary  1().  1801. 

After  the  family  came  to  Miehiiran  thev  dwelt 
happily  and  prosi)erously  at  the  homestead  until 
the  death  of  the  mother  in   (Jctober,    1862.   whose 


car<»s,  augmented  by  the  enlistment  of  her  three 
eldest  sons  in  the  Rebellion,  bore  her  to  her  grave 
and  deprived  the  family  of  her  whom  they  most 
needed.  The  three  sons  served  through  the  War 
and  returned  but  from  the  hour  of  their  going  and 
the  death  of  their  mother,  the  family  was  scattered 
forever  on  earth.  Mr.  Campbell  afterward  married 
Mrs.  Vashti  Cochran,  who  is  still  living  and  who 
brought  with  her  to  the  family  a  daughter,  Ella.  His 
life  has  l)een  one  of  hard  work  but  a  good  example 
to  all.  Honesty  and  industry  are  his  virtues  and 
in  his  declining  years,  he  looks  with  pride  and  aff- 
(>ction  upon  his  remaining  chfldi'enand  ho|)es  for  a 
blessed  futurity.  Within  his  recollections  are  the 
Wai-s  of  1812,  1845  and  1861,  and  wherever  he 
could  by  thouijht,  deed  or  sacnfice,  he  has  exercised 
a  noble  patriotism.  In  the  Township  of  Onondaga, 
whore  his  hard  work  for  his  county  was  done,  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Township  Board  for  many 
years,  and  a.s  an  early  .Justice  of  the  Peace,  settled 
many  a  eontrovei-sy  l^etween  his  neighbors.  By 
working  at  his  trade,  and  making  hisadz  and  ham- 
mer ring  from  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  to  ten 
o'clock  during  the  winter,  and  on  the  farm  from 
daylight  until  dark  during  the  summer,  he  succeeded 
in  rearing  his  family  to  take  care  of  themselves 
and  in  paying  for  the  farm  purchase.  At  the  a^ 
of  eighty-three  he  is  still  hale  and  hard  at  work. 


j»  i|i  i|i  t^i 


'8"i"i"i' 


A  in  IX  J.  STABLEK.  The  future  of  our 
great  commonwealth  depends  upon  the 
stability  and  integrity  of  the  young  peo- 
ple of  to-day,  and  among  those  who  are 
contributing  to  the  general  progress  is  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  introduces  these  pai*agraph8  and 
whose  life  thus  far  has  been  crowned  with  success. 
One  of  the  young  and  enterprising  agriculturists 
of  Lansing  Township,  Ingham  County,  his  pleasant 
estate  is  located  on  section  7,  where  he  is  the  for- 
tunate owner  of  seventy-six  acres  of  fine  land.  He 
has  embellished  his  farm  with  a  commodious  resi- 
dence of  modern  style  of  architecture,  and  elegantly 
furnished  with   every  thing  that  c*an  contribute  to 
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tlie  comfort  of  the  lioiiseliold.  Mr.  Stabler  devotes 
cousiderable  attention  to  the  breeding  of  stock  and 
has  large  barns  and  good  stabling,  as  well  as  other 
outbuildings  which  a  progressive  farmer  now 
deems  essential  to  the  profwir  management  of  his 
estate. 

Mr.  Stabler  is  now  in  the  early  prime  of  life, 
having  l>een  bom  January  28,  1860.  His  parents, 
Charles  and  Barbara  (Roller)  Stabler,  were  natives 
of  (Germany,  and  pa-^sessed  those  qualities  of  thrift 
and  energy  which  are  prominent  characteristics  of 
that  nation.  About  the  year  of  1848  they  emi- 
grrated  to  America,  and  immediately  after  landing 
proceeded  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Ann  Arl)or. 
That  eitv  then  boi*e  but  few  indications  of  its 
present  high  development  and  was  only  n  little 
hamlet  in  the  midst  of  uncultivated  surroundings. 
After  residing  there  three  yeai*s  the  parents  re- 
moved to  Lansing,  where  Martin  J.,  of  this  sketch, 
was  born.  He  is  proud  to  claim  the  capital  city 
as  his  birthplace  and  now  ranks  among  the  most 
influential  native-born  citizens  of  Ingham  County. 

At  the  age  of  three  yeai*s  our  subject  accom- 
panied his  parents  in  their  removal  to  Clint<m 
Count v,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  He  re- 
eeived  a  goo<l  education  of  which  he  is  making 
practical  use,  and  keeping  thoroughly  |H)sted  upon 
all  events  of  hiterest  he  ranks  among  the  well-in- 
foimed  men  of  the  communitv.  liitil  he  was 
twenty-four  years  of  age  he  worked  for  his  father, 
in  the  meantime  acquiring  habits  of  thrift  and 
j)rudence.  On  October  4,  1888,  he  was  happily 
married  to  the  lady  who  now  gracefully  presides 
over  his  housi»hold.  She  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Mary  L.  Burke  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Elenora  Burke,  natives  of  (iermanv.  In  that 
country  Mi's.  Stabler  was  born  September  ;K  1801, 
and  thence  at  the  age  of  four  yeai-s  she  accompanied 
lier  parents  to  the  New  World.  They  sojourned 
in  Ohio  until  1872,  when  thev  removed  to  Clinton 
Countv,  Mich.,  where  thev  still  reside.  One  child 
has  l)een  l)orn  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stabler,  a  daughter, 
Flortmce  E.,  who  was  born  Mav  H),  1887. 

Alwavs  interested  in  everv  movement  calculated 
to  advance  the  general  welfare  of  the  county,  Mr. 
Stabler  feels  that  the  best  interests  of  the  common- 
wealth are  subserved  by  the  Republican   party  and 


his  vote  and  sympathies  are  usually  with  the  can- 
didates pledged  to  the  principles  of  that  party. 
Realizing  his  ability  his  fellow-citizens  have  often 
called  upon  him  to  aid  in  the  carrying  on  of  pub- 
lic affaii-s  and  these  duties  he  has  always  discharged 
to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  He  was  Treasurer  of 
Lansing  Township  two  years  and  was  there  as  else- 
where faithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him.  He  and 
his  amiable  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Meth- 
odist Church  and  enjoy  the  esteem  of  those  who 
have  l)een  associated  with  them  since  they  first  lo- 
cated on  sec^tion  7. 


X 


r3 


KTH  A.  PADDOCK.  One  of  the  repre- 
sentative men  of  Mason,  Ingham  County, 
whose  financial  growth  has  been  synony- 
nums  with  the  history  and  growth  of  the  town 
is  the  gentleman  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch  and  who  is  so  intimately  connected  with 
manv  of  its  interests.  He  is  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  S.  A.  Paddock  <k  Son,  dealers  in  lumber,  lime, 
coal,  etc.,  and  also  of  the  Electric  Lighting  Company 
of  Paddock  <t  Henderson.  Mr.  Paddock  has  a 
charming  home  in  the  city  that  is  made  ideal  by 
the  presence  of  his  gracious  and  lovely  wife,  and 
the  love  that  is  shed  l)etween  the  members  of  the 
family,  and  the  appreciation  of  each  individual 
effort  to  bring  al)Out  the  happiness  and  content  of 
others. 

Seth  A.  Paddock  was  born  in  Commerce  Town- 
ship, Oakland  County,  Mich.,  January  6,  1836.  He 
is  the  son  of  Charles  H.  and  Huldah  M.  (Grates) 
Paddock,  both  natives  of  Herkimer  County,  N. 
Y.  They  came  to  Oakland  County  in  1834. 
The  head  of  the  family  was  a  merchant  and  miller. 
He  built  the  fiourishing  mills  in  Oakland  County 
and  after  they  were  bunied  he  rebuilt,  eventually 
selling  them.  In  1852,  he  with  his  faniilv  moved 
to  Hudson,  St.  Croix  Countv,  Wis. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  about  three  years  to  the  trade  of 
a  carpenter  and  builder,  and  was  then  engaged  in 
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journeyman 's  work  for  a  similar  space  of  time, 
after  which  he  went  to  contracting  and  jobbing, 
in  which  he  was  reasonably  successful.  He  was 
married  September  11,  1860  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Ayres,  of  New  York  City  at  the  time  when  they 
were  married,  although  she  had  formerly  lived  in 
Oakland  County,  Mich.,  where  Mr.  Paddock  formed 
her  acquaintance  previous  to  going  to  Wisconsin. 

On  l^ginning  their  married  life  Jie  took  his  wife 
to  Wisconsin  and  there  thev  lived  until  18()3,  his 
eldest  child  lK>ing  lK>rn  there.  At  the  last  named  date 
he  moved  to  Jackscm,  Mich.  He  followed  selling 
territory  for  a  patent  right,  and  at  the  siune  time 
was  engaged  in  recruiting  for  the  army,  lie  cleared 
the  second  and  third  ward  of  »]ackson,  Mich.,  of 
draft  under  contract,  and  in  the  fall  of  18()r),  he 
removed  to  Mason,  and  here  l)ecame  engaged  in 
the  work  of  architectural  drafting  and  contracting. 
He  has  been  the  architect  for  the  princijml  build- 
ings erected  in  this  city.  He  superintended  the 
building  of  the  lirst  Baptist  Chureli  at  Portland, 
Ionia  County,  and  finally  beeanie  a  |»:irtner  of  the 
firm  of  Brown,  Paddock  iVr  Co.,  builders  :in<l  con- 
tractors, and  s|K*cialists  in  architeeturnl  drafting. 
Mr.  Paddock  was  naturally  gifted  in  the  line  of 
architectural  and  artistic  drawing  and  had  culti- 
vated this  gift  assiduously  making  special  prej.a- 
ration  for  his  architectural  work. 

Our  subject  has  l)een  particularly  fortunate  in  a 
business  way.  A  genial,  whole  souled  man.  he 
has  commended  himself  kindly  and  favorablv  to 
all  classes  of  business  men.  He  prides  himself  on 
the  fact  that  he  never  had  to  ask  for  a  day's  work 
in  his  life  and  yet  always  received  the  highest 
wages.  After  a  time  he  bought  out  (me  i)artner 
in  the  firm  of  contractors  to  which  he  belonged, 
and  alK)ut  five  years  later  he  bought  out  the  other. 
He  is  not  only  the  builder,  but  also  the  owner  of 
the  Paddock  Block  of  Mason,  which  is  a  fine  brick 
structure  that  is  imposin<r  in  dimensions  and  style 
of  architecture. 

Mr.  Paddock  is  the  father  of  ^ix  children,  of 
whom  three  died  young.  Those  living  are  Minnie, 
l>orn  March  14,  lMG.j.  Harry  K.  and  Kred  E.  The 
only  daughter  and  eldest  child,  Minnie,  is  now  the 
wife  of  G.  J.  Charles,  of  Lansing,  who  is  engaged 
in   the  real-estate  and  insurance    l>usiness.     They 


are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Harry  E.  who  was 
hovn  in  April,  1867,  is  a  partner  with  his  father. 
He  has  made  himself  a  home,  and  has  a  wife  to 
whom  he  is  entirely  devoted.  He  is  a  pleasant 
young  man  and  successful  in  business.  The  young- 
est son.  Fred  E.  was  bom  December  16,  1873. 

Our  subject  was  formerly  a  Democ*rat,  but  of 
late  years  he  has  Ijeen  a  Republican,  tlie  stand  that 
that  party  has  taken  in  the  advancement  and  i>er- 
fection  of  commercial  life,  suiting  his  ideas  of  gov- 
ernment. Mr.  Paddock  has  served  two  terms  as 
Supervisor  of  the  Second  Ward,  and  also  been  a 
member  of  the  School  Board  for  several  yeai*s. 
He  has  l)een  one  of  the  main  supports  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Chinch,  aiding  it  greatly,  not  only  j)ecu- 
niarily  but  by  example  and  prec*ept.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  s<»yeral  secret  societies  and  is  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason.  Although  the  original  of  our  sketch 
accpiired  nothing  by  inheritance,  he  has  l>een  able 
to  accumulate  a  handscmie  little  fortune,  and  this 
has  been  accumulated  by  his  own  efforts.  Mr. 
Paddock's  father's  deceasi'  occurred  at  Santa  liar- 
bara.  and  there  lii>  mother,  only  sister,  and  three 
brothers  still  reside.  One  brother  is  in  business  in 
Wisconsin. 


^  Qf^- 


ILLIAM  M.  DOBIE.  The  gentleman  whose 
I,  /x,/  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is  a  gen- 
y'^'  eral  farmer,  owning  a  fine  tract  of  land 
comprising  two  hundred  and  forty-five  acres  on 
sections  15,  16  and  22,  Alaiedon  Township,  Ingham 
County.  He  was  born  in  Adrian,  T^nawee  County. 
Mich.,  October  28,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  Alexander 
Dobie,  one  of  the  old  pioneers  of  Alaiedon  Town- 
shij).  Our  subject's  mother  was  previous  to  her 
marriage,  a  Miss  Maria  Willey.  Her  decease  took 
place  October  20,  1818.  Mr.  Dobie  remained  at 
home  until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  at  which 
time  he  went  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  where  he  re- 
mained for  seventeen  yeai-s,  spending  most  of  the 
time  in  farming  and  stock-raising. 

The  first  years  spent  by  our  subject  on  the  coast 
was  given  to  California,  but  the  I'est  of  the  time 
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was  spent  in  Nevada.  He  was  very  successful  in 
tiis  stock  business  and  also  had  a  short  experience 
>f  mining.  On  returning  from  the  West  he  came 
[lome  and  assumed  the  proprietorship  of  his  father's 
farm,  which  he  worked  for  a  year  or  so  and  then 
x)ught  the  nucleus  of  his  present  farm,  making  the 
purchase  of  forty  acres  in  1877,  and  to  this  he 
idded  from  time  to  time  until  he  is  now  the  owner 
>f  a  finely-productive  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
'orty  acres  of  land  lying  in  a  body. 

Mr.  Dobie  was  married  April  19,  1877,  to  Miss 
Louisa  C.  Mayer,  of  Lucas  County,  Ohio,  and  a 
laughter  of  John  Mayer,  a  farmer  and  an  old  pio- 
aeer  in  that  section  of  the  country.  He  was  a 
native  of  Wurteraberg,  Germany.  Our  subject  and 
his  wife  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  whose 
names  were  as  follows:  Lulu  A.,  bom  May  7, 1880; 
lAura  Ann,  February  7,  1883;  William  A.,  Febru- 
ary 21,  1885;  and  Elmo,  January  19,  1888.  Mr. 
Dobie  has  made  a  success  in  his  efforts  in  agricul- 
ture. He  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  aid  from  his 
father  at  the  outset,  but  the  great  portion  of  his 
>roperty  has  been  acquired  by  his  individual 
fforts  and  constant  attention  to  his  calling.  Polit- 
aljy,  he  is  a  Democrat  and  has  been  honored  by 
s  party  in  having  been  elected  Justice  of  the 
'-ace*,  an  office  which  he  held  during  one  term. 
'  has  made  many  improvements  on  the  farm  since 
**iiig  here,  having  brought  the  best  of  judgment 
^  "taste  to  bear  in  hLs  management.  Personally, 
*^  a  pleasant  man,  thoroughly  reliable  in  every 
^^    ttnd  one  of  Alaiedon's  l>e«t  citizens. 


w:ij-:^ 


^  HARLES  S.  FITZ  SIMMONS.  The  extent 
^  to  whicli  a  community  indulges  in  the  de- 
^5^  lights  of  the  floral  world  may  well  serve  a» 
^^asure  of  its  culture  and  progress.  Lansing, 
^^^am  County,  is  not  behind  in  this  matter  and 
^ts,  not  only  in  its  beautiful  homes  and  the 
^*^hly  cultivated  grounds  which  surround  them, 
^^t  also  in  its  patronage  of  those  who  engage  in 
"^^rai  culture,  to  the  love  of  its  people  for    true 


beauty  and  the  best  things  of  nature.  A  fine  trade 
has  been  built  up  by  our  subject  in  the  line  of  a 
florist's  business,  as  he  is  the  proprietor  of  the 
Riverside  Greenhouses  which  is  a  flourishing  insti- 
tution and'  supplies  a  large  amount  of  first-class 
work  to  the  people  of  Lansing.  Besides  his  trade 
in  flowers  he  has  an  excellent  business  in  market 
gardening,  having  ten  acres  of  garden  one  mile 
south  of  Lansing. 

Mr.  Fitz  Simmons  was  bom  June  26,  1854,  in 
Camden  Township,  Hillsdale  County,  Mich.  His 
father,  Stephen,  was  born  in  Chemimg  County, 
N.  Y.  The  gi-andfather,  Thomas,  was  also  a  native 
of  Chemung  County  and  in  1837  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  located  in  a  log  house  in  the  woods  near 
Wheatland,  Hillsdale  County.  With  him  in  this 
house  (measuring  16x20  feet)  lived  also  the  pioneer 
who  has  been  familiarly  known  as  old  Uncle  Henry 
Humphrey.  They  were  farmers  and  hunters  and 
at  first  lived  by  their  guns.  About  a  year  later 
they  removed  to  Camden  in  the  western  part  of 
that  county,  and  going  into  the  woods  Mr.  Fitz 
Simmons  hewed  out  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres.  He  was  a  prominent  man  in  his  day, 
being  Supervisor,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Methodist 
Episcopal^Class-Leader,  and  served  as  a  delegate  to 
the  famous  convention  which  was  held  under  the 
old  oaks  at  Jackson  in  1854,  at  the  time  the  Re- 
publican party  sprang  into  existence.  The  family 
is  of  Norman -French  extraction. 

The  father  of  our  subject  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  New  York.  He  began  working  on  the  Erie 
Canal  as  a  tow  boy  and  came«to  Michigan  when  a 
young  man.  He  took  a  course  of  study  in  civil 
engineering  and  became  the  County  Surveyor  of 
Hillsdale  County.  At  the  time  when  he  went  into 
the  army  he  owned  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  which  he  had  entered  from  school  lands 
when  he  was  twenty-one  years  old.  It  was  in  tlie 
spring  of  1 864  that  Stephen  Fitz  Simmons  enlisted 
in  Company  I,  Eleventh  Michigan  Cavalry.  His 
regiment  was  ordered  South  and  he  never  returned 
home,  as  he  died  of  pneumonia  at  Lexington,  Ky., 
in  1865.  He  was  an  earnest  Republican  in  his  po- 
litical views  and  a  warm  supporter  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  which  he  gave  his  life. 

Elizabeth  Stevens  was  the  maiden  name  of  her 
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who  liecuine  the  mother  of  our  subject  and  Maz^a- 
fhusett>  was  the  State  of  her  nativity.     Iler  father 

ft 

wa>  a  farmer  iu  the  old  Bay  State,  who  removed  t4) 
New  York  and  later  to  Michigan,  wheiv  he  was 
one  of  the  earlv  settlers  in  I^nawee  Cciuntv,  loeat- 
inir  on  the  Chicago  Pike,  west  of  Tetnimseh.  After 
remaining  there  a  few  yeai^s  he  I'emoved  to  Woixl- 
hridge,  Hillsdale  C<mnty,where  he  improved  eighty 
acres  of  Hue  land.     This  family  of  Steve  its  was  of 

ft 

I4te  best  st<^)ck  of  New  England  aiui  boasted  that 
in  their  veins  ran  blue  l)lood.  which  assertion  was 
well  carried  out  by  their  true  and  upright  liv<*s 
and  their  love  for  all  of  the  l»est  things  of  life. 
The  mother  died  in  iHi}6.  ( )ur subject  wa>  the  only 
child  of  his  })ai*entj!i,  but  his  father  was  married  n 
sei»ond  time  lo  Miss  Adeline  Beem  who  was  born 
in  New  York,  and  had  three  daughtei>.  She  now 
resides  in  Sturgis,  this  State. 

Charles  S.  Fitz  Simmons  was  bom  June  2(»,  lH,i-4. 
and  had  his  early  training  and  educ*ation  upon  :i 
farm,  taking  what  schooling  he  could  acquire  in 
the  log  schoolhousi*  with  slal)  bencho.  After  his 
father's  death  he  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
sixteen  years  old,  as  from  the  aire  of  ten  years  iu* 
had  the  responsibility  of  l<K)king  after  the  liomc 
farm.  The  ohl  home  was  di>posed  of  by  sale  and 
the  family  lived  on  eighty  acres  in  \Voo(lbri(ly:c. 
where  the  youth  remained  until  he  i cached  the  ai»c 
of  eighteen  veal's.  lie  ^pent  one  wintcT  in  the  pine 
woods  at  Newaygo,  working  in  lumber,  and  then 
was  for  awhile  with  an  uncle  in  Tecum>eli,  Lena- 
wee Covnity.  lie  attended  scIkm)!  at  that  place  in 
the  old  I'nion  High  School  and  put  a  four  years' 
course  into  three  yeai*s,  takinir  fifteen  months'  tui- 
tiou  in  Latin  extra,  and  at  the  same  time  learned 
the  printer's  trade,  by  means  of  which  he  supported 
himself  and  paid  his  tuition.  He  was  graduated 
from  that  school  in  187(). 

After  leaving  school  the  younn  man  engaged  in 
various  lines  of  business,  in  store,  saw-mil  I  and  other 
ways  until  1871K  and  then  with  w^hat  money  he  had 
accumulated  purchased  a  manufacturing  business. 
This,  however,  did  not  prove  remunerative,  so  in 
1881  he  came  to  Lansing  as  he  already  had  con- 
nections here  which  drew  him  to  this  place.  He 
had  married  in  December,  1880,  Miss  Delia  A, 
Dingman,  daughter  of  William   K.  Dingman.  from 


I 
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Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  manufacturer 
of  |m|>er  and  also  had  charge  of  a  w<M)len  factory 
at  Leetls,  (ireene  County,  N.  Y..al.Ho  at  Stuyvesanl 
Falls,  where  he  t^-as  an  ent^jrprising  ami  suci-essful 
man u fact ui*er.  Uiter  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
located  in  Tei*umseh  and  a  few  yean»  lat^r  retired 
from  business  and  came  to  Lansing,  where  for  sev- 
eral years  he  was  in  the  grocery  busiue.s.^.  He 
linallv  retired  fnmi  active  work  and  died  lieiv  in 
1884  at  the  age  of   seventy    ve^irs.     His   excellent 

r^  ft         • 

wife,  Phcbe  Kmeline  Hinckley,  was  l>orn  in  l>ee, 
lierkshire  County,  Masis.,  and  paf<sed  from  life  in 
TiH'umsi^h  in  1888.  Of  their  eight  children  four 
grew  to  maturity,  and  the  wife  of  our  subject  is 
the  eldest  now  living.  Shewa«*  l>orn  in  I x^,  Mass.. 
reared  in   New  York  an<l  completed  her  education 

ft 

at  Ashland  Seminary.  afU»r  which  she  taught  for  a 
>lM)rt  time. 

The  young  couple  l(K*ated  on  a  farm  in  Meridian 
Township  where  they  carried  on  general  farming 
and  gardening,  and  it  was  while  living  there  they 
that  they  conceived  the  idea  of  starting  a  green- 
house for  the  Lansiug  trade.  In  1889  Mr.  Fitz 
Simmons  obtai'ied  a  lot  on  Kalamazoo  Street,  but 
could  tlnd  no  i)uilding  here  which  he  could  make 
use  nf  as  a  greenhouse.  He  began  with  a  small 
businc»  an<l  has  enlarged  his  place  fnun  what  it 
was  at  lirst.  18x7*2  feet,  until  he  now  has  a  plant 
Nvhicii  covers  eight  thousand  scpiait*  feet  and  is 
gradually  incrciising  it.  The  raising  .sild  propaga- 
tion of  plants  and  cut  llowers  CK»cupies  his  energies 
and  he  kcc|)s  llowers  on  hand  to  supply  r<Kun  dtn*- 
orations  and  lloral  designs.  His  gret»n house  is 
heated  by  hot  water  and  hot  air,  and  he  has  a  fine 
garden  of  ten  acres  to  supply  stock  for  his  market 
garden  luisines**,  :is  well  as  a  I  beautiful  flower  nRr- 
den  in  connection  withthe  greenhouse.  He  devotes 
three  acn»s  lo  celery,  in  which  he  is  unusually  sue- 
cessful  an<l  he  is  said  t^)  have  the  largest  celery  l>ed 
in  the  <'ounty.  lie  owns  a  boat  house  which  he 
rents  and  also  another  lunise. 

A  terrible  alHiclion  befell  this  excellent  couple  in 
l8Hi»  when,  upon  .January  19  and  23,  their  only 
children.  Madge  1).  and  Alvin  C.,  were  snat<'hed 
frcmi  their  arms  by  that  terrible  sc»ourge — scarlet 
fever.  Mrs.  Fitz  Simmons  is  a  devoted  member  of 
the  Plymouth  Congregational  Church  and  is  active 
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in  the  Ladies'  Society  and  other  church  benevo- 
lences. Like  his  father  and  gi*andfather,  our  sub- 
ject is  attached  to  the  Republican  party.  In  1876 
he  joined  the  First  Regiment  in  the  Michigan 
Militia,  in  which  he  did  service  until  1883,  and 
left  it  with  the  rank  of  Sergeant.  This  regiment 
was  in  1879  called  out  to  quell  the  labor  riot  at 
Jackson  and  then  proved  itself  efficient  and  ready 
for  action. 

Elsewhere  in  this  volume  will  be  found  a  litho- 
graphic portrait  of  Mr.  Fitz  Simmons. 


«-» 


Ki:$(§)i^^ 


-»♦ 


^  LONZO  B.  HAYNES.  One  never  feels  the 
truth  of  the  saying  that  the  "wa^^s  of 
truth  are  devious,"  so  much  as  when  con- 
sidering the  intricacy  of  the  simplest  case 
that  is  under  the  legal  jurisdiction.  Yet  of  all  the 
liberal  professions,  in  no  other  is  there  such  mental 
acumen,  such  quickness  and  clearness  of  perception 
necessary  as  in  the  legal  profession.  It  is  of  all 
other  callings  the  one  most  dependent  upon  nat- 
ural endowments,  and  a  man  if  not  having  a  logical 
reasoning  power,  with  a  read}''  or  facile  understand- 
ing, might  study  Blackslone  and  the  whole  library 
of  legal  lore,  without  ever  becoming  a  lawyer. 
There  are  lawyers  and  lawyere,  but  the  only  true 
lawyer  is  he  who  unites  with  skill  in  his  calling, 
truth  and  humanity. 

Alonzo  B.  Haynes,  who  is  a  most  successful  prac- 
titioner in  the  town  of  Mason,  Ingham  County, 
this  State,  is  an  honor  to  his  profession,  l)eing  a 
man  with  inherent  principles  of  honor,  and  one 
-whose  opinions  are  not  to  be  moved  b\'  any  means 
of  corruption,  lie  was  born  in  Steuben  County, 
;N.  Y.,  February  7,  1854,  and  is  the  sou  of  C.  Amos 
and  Mary  (Gray)  Haynes,  both  natives  of  the  Em- 
pire State,  where  the  former  followed  the  calling 
of  ia  farmer.  Our  subject  was  raised  on  a  farm, 
and  as  a  young  man  his  athletic  pursuits  and  work 
in  the  open  air  developed  a  physical  freedom  that 
left  his  mental  progress  perfectl}^  unchecked  and 
unrestrained.  His  mind  developed  under  the  quiet' 
influences  by  which  he  was  early  surrounded,  into 


the  perfect  intellectual  blossom.  He  sustained  a 
great  and  irreparable  loss  in  early  childhood  in  the 
death  of  his  mother  who  was  taken  away  when  he 
was  but  four  years  of  age,  and  later,  when  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  ten  he  was  doubly  orphaned  by 
the  loss  of  his  father. 

In  a  family  of  seven  children,  the  original  of 
our  sketch  was  next  to  the  youngest,  but  notwith- 
standing this  fact,  on  his  father's  death,  young  as 
he  was,  he  was  thrown  on  his  own  resources.  He 
however,  received  a  good  common -school  educa- 
tion, which  he  pursued  to  such  purpose  that  after 
leaving  his  studies  he  was  enabled  to  obtain  a  good 
position  as  teacher,  which  calling  he  followed  for  a 
number  of  yeare.  He  then  studied  at  the  Normal 
School  of  Geneseo,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.  At 
the  age  of  nineteen  he  came  to  Michigan,  deter- 
mined to  make  for  himself  a  recognized  position 
among  the  legal  fraternity.  Prior  to  coming  to 
this  State  he  had  studied  law  while  teaching,  his 
legal  preceptor  being  John  Wilkinson,  of  Dansville, 
N.  Y.,  and  after  reading  extensively  with  this  gen- 
tleman, he  entered  the  law  school  of  Albany ,N.  Y., 
from  which  he  graduated  in  September,  1871.  He 
also  studied  in  the  law  department  of  the  Union 
University,  the  Dean  of  which,  Isaac  Edwards,  was 
author  of  several  text  books  in  the  use  of  the  law 
department  of  various  schools.  Mr.  Haynes  had 
practiced  prior  to  eventually  settling  in  Mason,  at 
Dansville,  N.  Y.,  for  a  period  of  about  three  years. 
While  pursuing  his  course  of  studies  in  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  he  met  Miss  Jennie  A.  Bellows  and  was 
married  to  her  September  6,  1876. 

Having  come  to  Mason,  Ingham  County,  this 
State,  in  1879,  our  subject  has  here  built  up  an 
extensive  and  lucrative  practice.  He  is  licensed 
to  practice  both  in  the  Supreme  and  United  States 
Courts,  and  his  appeals  and  arguments  have  ever 
been  noted  for  their  lucidity  and  ingenuity.  Mr. 
Haynes  has  served  as  City  Attorney  for  three 
years,  which  time  has  been  fully  occupied  with 
public  work,  many  demands  having  been  made 
upon  him  in  a  public  way.  He  of  whom  we  write 
is  a  direct  descendant  of  the  same  family  of  Haynes 
whose  great  legal  representative  debated  with  the 
orator  and  statesman,  Webster. 

The  domestic  life  of  Mr.  Haynes  is  very  pleasant. 


80C 


PORTRAITjAND'BIOOaAPHICAL  iVLBUM. 


his  wife  liein^  a  womau  noted  for  her  intellectual 
attainments,  as  well  &k  her  marked  i>ersonal  attrac- 
tions. As  thev  have  no  family,  their  attention 
and  interests  ai*e  moi*e  broadlv  distributed  than  that 
of  the  majority  of  married  people,  and  the  siK'ial 
demands  made  ui)on  them  are  not  few,  nor  are 
they  slow  in  doing  what  they  can  to  form  and 
perfect  whatever  spirit  is  apparent  in  the  com- 
mu^ity  that  promises  to  l>e  to  the  uplifting  of  the 
people.  In  his  politicral  views,  preferences  and  re- 
Utions,  our  subject  is  a  Republican.  co-opei*atinir 
witli  that  party  most  ac^tively  in  its  local  political 
interests.  He  has  been  a  Senior  Deacon  and  Senior 
Warden  in  tlie  Masonic  frateniitv. 


/ 
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x^^  IIARLES  II.  LKMON.  While  fonncily  it 
fll      ..  was  almost    considered   an    oppiobriuin   lo 

'\is^  s|>eak  of  a  man  as  n  "traveliuiJ:"  man,  to-day 
they  have  so  strong  and  firm  a  footing  in  commer- 
cial life  and  seem  so  alKsoliitely  indispensable  that 
in  spite  of  their  reputation  for  being  the  '\jolliesl 
men  on  earth*'  and  the  best  livers, as  many  gentle- 
men  are  found  there  as  elsewhere.  Our  subject  i^ 
an  ex-traveling  salesman  and  no  exce|)tion  to  the 
rule  of  traveling  men  in  his  tem))erament  and  na- 
ture. Me  is  now  engaged  in  the  diy-iroods  busi- 
ness.  and  also  deals  in  clothing,  boots,  shoes,  etc. 
His  two  sons  are  his  partner>  in  the  business,  and 
they  cimduct  the  business  under  the  firm  name  of 
Lemon  Bros. 

Our  subj(*ct  is  a  native  of  this  State,  liaving 
been  Ixnn  in  Oakland  County,  November  27,  18;^;"). 
I  lis  father  was  John  Lemon-  who  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  where  he  made  his  Hying 
by  weaving,  being  an  expert  in  this  business,  and 
doing  all  sorts  of  fancy  weaving.  Mr.  Lemon's 
parents  came  to  Steuben  County,  X.  V.,  and  set- 
tled in  the  town  of  Painted  Post,  when  the  father 
was  a  very  young  man.  He  was  one  of  the  very 
fii*st  settlers  in  Avon,  taking  boat  U^  Detroit,  and 
from  there  proceeded  by  ox-team  to  Avon,  where 
he  located  on  a  farm.     Being  an   agent  for    Maj. 


Keai-sley,  he  had  an  ex<*ellent  opportunity  to  exam- 
ine the  l>est  land  and  pi*<x*ui'e  a  fine  farm,  engaging 
in  his  trade,  which  is  that  of  weaving,  and  finding 
his  services  at  that  early  day  in  constant  demand, 
lie  raised  tlax  and  wove  it  into  cloth.  In  1842  he 
removed  from  Avon  and  located  in  Shiawa,<see 
Township.  Shiawa.*isei»  County,  and  there  he  did 
the  work  of  weavinjr  for  the  whole  county,  and 
found  his  business  h»  remunerative  that  he  was 
able  to  purchase  some  of  the  finest  land  in  the 
c<mntry,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1H48,  he  wtu*  the  owner  of  five  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  l>efore  her  marriage  a 
Miss  Julia  Ann  Trowbridge,  a  native  of  New  Jer- 
sey, though  when  a  child  her  parents  had  taken 
her  U)  Steul)en  County,  N.  Y.  Her  father  was  a 
farmer.  lli»  also  was  an  early  settler  in  Avon  and 
there  died.  Our  subject's  parents,  although  lx>th 
i'arnest  and  ardent  Christians,  were  brought  up  in 
dilTerent  chn relies,  the  father  woi*shiping  with  the 
Presbxlerian  denomination,  and  the  mother  at- 
tendinu  the  Methodist  Church.  Thev  were  the 
|)arents  of  twelve  children,  nine  of  whom  are 
still  living,  and  of  these  our  subject  is  the  young- 
est. 

Kroni  the  age  of  six  yeai*s  Mr.  Ivcmon  was  reaivd 
in  Shiawassee  Township,  and  there  received  what 
education,  in  the  way  of  sc*hool  advantages,  he 
enjoyed.  During  his  lH)yhood  there  were  still 
plenty  of  Indians  in  the  State,  and  from  them  he 
learned  as  much  of  wcKidcraft  as  he  learned  of 
farming  fnmi  his  father.  The  school  he  attended 
was  of  the  rudest  sort,  built,  as  most  of  them  were 
in  those  early  days,  of  the  most  accessible  mateiial 
— logs,  with  a  stick  chinniey.  It  was  furni.shed 
with  slab  s<»at.s  and  a  heterogeneous  supply  of  text- 
books. The  pens  that  they  usi*d  wer(»  of  quills, 
and  one  of  the  earliist  arts  and  aix'omplislnnente^ 
that  they  were  re(iuired  tt>  learn  wiu*  that  of  cut 
tiu<r  and  pointinu  these  (luills  and  makinur  them 
ready  for  use. 

When  ahont  nine  years  of  age,  the  original  of  our 
sketch  went  and  made  his  home  with  a  married 
sister,  Mrs.  C.  Seargent  Sharp,  and  there  he  i*e- 
nuiined  until  sixteen  years  of  age.  In  those  early 
days  sixteen  years  was  considered  an  age  at  which 
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any  al)le-bodiefl  yoiin^  man  should  lie  able  to  ^u\> 
port  himself,  although  lie  was  not  supposed  to 
have  either  discretion  or  judgment  enoui^fh  to  l>e 
lej^ally  resj>onsible.  Our  subject,  like  most  youn»r 
men,  was  at  that  time  thrown  upon  his  own  re- 
souree.s  and  he  went  to  Byron,  Burns  Township, 
and  entered  a  store  as  clerk,  remaining  thei-e  for 
three  yeai^s,  during  which  he  gained  an  insight 
into  the  general  merchandise  business.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen  he  lK\u:an  business  for  himself,  going 
into  general  merchandising,  and  having  as  part- 
ner Capt.  D.  (J.  Royce.  This  gentleman  went  to 
the  war  on  tlie  breaking  out  of  the  Rel>elli(m,  and 
was  killed. 

Mr.  I^mon,in  lHi)4  or  IHof),  went  into  the  grist- 
mill business,  and  also  built  a  sawmill.  These  he 
ran  until  1864,  and  then  sold  out.  In  1862  he 
had  l)een  appomted  Postmaster  ot  Byron,  and 
kept  that  iK)St  for  sixteen  years.  In  1879  he  pur- 
chased the  mill  and  store  block,  running  the  former 
until  1880,  and  during  that  time  he  put  in  the 
new  roller  system,  ])roducing  one  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  barrels  of  flour  in  a  year.  Most  of 
his  product  was  shipped  to  Portland  and  to  the 
F2ast,  his  shipping  raU*  being  at  one  time  as  low  as 
twenty -eight  vents  a  barrel,  and  at  <me  time  as 
high  as  eighty-five  cent**.  In  1880  he  sold  out  his 
milling  interest  and  went  \\\Hm  the  road  as  a  trav- 
eling salesman,  representing  Jacob  Brown  tV  Co., 
of  Detroit,  dealers  in  furnishing  goods  and 
notions.  lie  traveled  for  this  company  for  ten 
yeai^s,  his  route  being  chiefly  through  the  State  of 
Michigan. 

TiTiveling  having  U»cimie  monotonous  to  our 
siibjec't,  in  the  fall  of  1890  he  retired  from  the 
road,  and  has  since  engaged  in  the  business  with 
his  sons,  mentioned  at  the  lK»ginning  of  the  sketch. 
In  1882  he  located  in  the  city  of  Lansing,  and  in 
1887.  in  the  month  of  May,  he  opened  a  dry -goods 
store,  also  selling  boots  and  shoes.  His  sons,  who 
are  engaged  with  him  in  business,  are  twins,  and 
are  amcmg  the  most  popular  business  men  in  the 
citv.  (irenial,  courteous  and  whole-.«^ouled,  it  is  a 
pleasure  to  patronize  such  a  firm. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  owns  a  very 
plea^nt  home  in  Lansing,  on  AVillow  Street,  and 
it  'if^  presided  over  most  beautifully  by  his  amiable 


and  ac*comi)li8hed  wife.  Their  marriage  took  place 
in  the  town  of  Byron  in  1860,  the  lady  being  a 
Miss  Elizalieth  Kelsev,  who  was  a  native  of  the 
place  in  which  she  was  married.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Judge  Kelsey,  who  was  Prolwte  Judge  of  Shia- 
wassee County  for  twelve  years.  Tlieir  union  has 
l>een  blessc»d  bv  the  advent  of  five  children,  who 
are  all  bright  and  acc<miplished.  The  sons  who 
ai*e  in  {mrtnership  with  Mr.  I^emon,  and  who  are 
commonly  spoken  of  as  the  twins,  are  Earl  and 
Frank.  The  eldest  daughtt»r,  Lizzie,  is  employed 
also  in  the  store,  while  the  two  youngest  daughtei*s, 
(trace  and  Fanny,  remain  at  home. 

Prior  to  coming  to  I^nsing.  Mr.  I^mon  had  held 
several  loc*al  offices,  having  Ijeen  the  Supervisor  of 
Burns  Township,  and  also  Township  Clerk.  He 
also  has  the  honor  of  having  l)een  the  first  Presi- 
dent of  the  village  of  Byron,  and  was  suljetecpiently 
diairman  of  the  Village  l^ard.  During  the  war 
his  patriotism  and  zeal  were  so  fired  that  he  was 
anxious  to  enlist,  but  was  debarred  from  doing  so 
by  an  imperfection  in  his  eye-sight.  He,  however. 
act€d  as  drill  master  for  three  yeai^s.  I'ntil  going 
on  the  road  he  lK?longed  to  the  I ndeixMi dent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows.  I'olitically  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party,  lx?ing  one  of  its  stanchest  and 
most  loyal  followei*s  in  this  city.  In  religious 
mattei-s  he  is  liljeral.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  himself  is  a  generous 
supiK)rter  of  the  same. 


'P^n^ 


•###- 


II    *   I   i. 


>>ILLIAM  11.  POST.  Most  of  the  families 
L/  /  ^'^^  have  settled  in  White  Oak  Township 
y^''  have  their  descent  from  lines  which  have 
for  generations  been  residents  of  this  country  and 
may  Ik»  classed  among  the  old  families  of  Americji. 
That  which  is  represented  b^'  the  name  at  the  head 
of  this  sketch  is  one  of  these,  as  he  traces  his  line- 
age on  his  mother's  side  back  to  the  early  Colonist< 
of  Connecticut  and  feels  that  in  the  making  of  the 
historv  of  that  section  of  the  countrv  his  fore- 
fathei-s  had  their  share. 

Our  subject,  who  was  bom    in    1853,  hap  since 
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1854  lived  on  the  old  homestead  on  section  32, 
having  been  boni  on  section  13,  in  White  Oak 
Township.  His  father,  W.  C.  Post,  was  bom  in  1811 
in  Connecticut  and  died  June  30,  1875,  and  his 
early  yeai^s  were  spent  tiiere  with  his  parent*  Ijefore 
the  removal  of  the  family  to  New  York.  In  the 
Empire  State  they  remained  for  some  Ave  yeai-8, 
during  which  time  the  l)oy  received  his  education 
before  removing  to  Iosco  Township,  Livingston 
County,  Mich. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  in  1840  united  in 
the  l)onds  of  matrimony  with  UrsuUa  Smith,  a  na- 
tive of  New  York  who  was  residing  in  White  Oak 
Township.  Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  the 
four  children  who  came  to  his  parents.  Tlie  two 
first-boni  were  Corenna  and  Emma,  twin  sisters. 
Corenna  married  J.  A.  Sly  and  is  the  motlier  of 
three  children,  and  Emma  married  C.  H.  Wood  and 
resides  at  l^slie  with  her  husl>and  and  five  children ; 
'  the  third  sister  of  our  subject  was  named  Sallie  and 
she  became  the  wife  of  James  Paddock  who  resides 
at  Detroit,  and  is  the  mother  of  four  children. 

W.  H.  Post  upon  reaching  manhood  agreed 
most  heartily  with  the  Holy  Scriptures  where  it 
says  that  it  is  not  good  for  man  to  live  alone,  and 
united  his  life  with  Ella  Dakin,  who  wa>  born  in 
Ingham  Township,  Ingham  County,  (hie  child 
only  has  brightened  this  home,  and  her  name  is 
l^)ttie.  Tlie  maternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Post  was 
Robert  Smith,  who  was  also  the  progenitor  of  Mr. 
Willard  Smith,  whose  sketch  is  found  elsewhere  in 
this  volume.  The  great-grandfather  bore  the  same 
name,  Rol)ert  Smith,  and  was  a  native  of  England. 
There  were  nine  children  in  this  old  countrv  fam- 
ily,  of  whom  five  were  sons,  who  bore  the  names 
of  John,  William,  Robert,  Abram  and  Isaac.  It  is  re- 
corded in  the  annals  of  the  family  that  some  of  these 
brothers  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  James- 
town, N.  Y  ,  in  1607.  The  old  family  Bible  of  the 
Smith  family  bears  the  date  of  1G20.  This  Bible  is 
in  the  possession  of  Willard  Smith  and  is  a  choice 
heirloom. 

A  flourishing  business  in  general  farming  is  car- 
ried on  by  our  subject,  and  his  farm  is  well  stocked. 
He  devotes  himself  exclusively  to  his  business  and 
has  never  consented  to  occupy  any  township  or 
county  offices,  although  he  is  sincerely  interested  in 


political  matters  and  an  intelligent  observer  of  the 
public  movements  of  the  day,  being  a  stanch  Dem- 
(K'TAi  and  warmly  devoted  to  the  prosperity  of  that 
party.  He  is  a  meral)er  of  a  number  of  social  orders, 
lx»ing  identified  with  the  Odd  Fellows,  the  Farmers' 
Mutual  Benefit  Associflftion,  the  Knights  of  the 
Maccal)ees  and  the  (irange.  His  family  are  con- 
nected with  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church  and 
in  its  work  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Post  are  actively  inter- 
ested. 


^  IDNEY  O.  RUSSELL.     It  is  of  intereM  to 
record  the  life  of  the  oldest  settler   in   the 


village  and  township  of  Ijeslie,  who  has 
l)een  one  of  the  most  active  promoters  of 
this  part  of  the  county  and  has  achieved  excellent 
success  in  business  in  I^slie.  His  days  of  activity 
are  over  now,  as  he  suffered  a  stroke  of  paralysis 
and  is  now  confined  to  the  house  and  is  quite  fee- 
ble, so  that  he  has  to  ])lace  his  business  in  the  hands 
of  a  foster  son.  His  superior  character,  ability 
and  record  since  coming  to  this  county  make  him 
worthy  of  a  prominent  place  in  our  annals. 

Our  subject  was  boni  in  East  Bloomfield,  N.  Y"., 
October  1,  1812,  his  honored  parents  being  James 
and  Electa  (Squares)  Russell,  natives  of  New 
Jersey.  The  family  removed  to  Michigan  about 
the  year  1838  and  settled  in  Saline,  Washtenaw 
County,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
days.  They  had  eight  children  and  our  subject 
remained  at  home  until  about  the  age  of  sixteen, 
when  he  went  away  to  serve  an  apprenticeship  at 
the  carpenter's  trade  near  Seneca  Falls.  His  ear- 
lier \'ears  were  spent  on  the  farm  near  Seneca 
Falls  and  he  received  a  common-school  education. 
He  worked  at  his  trade  until  1836,  when  he  came 
to  Michigan  and  settled  on  a  farm  on  what  is  now 
sections  17  and  18,  in  the  township  of  I^slie. 
There  were  only  two  other  white  settlers  in  the 
township  at  that  time. 

In  making  the  jouniey  to  the  new  West  Mr. 
Russell  came  hy  water  to  Detroit  and  completed 
the  trip  with  an  ox-team,  fording  all  the  streams 
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and  often  lieconiintr  soaked  on  aceonnt  of  rains 
and  high  watei's.  Ho  first  built  a  log  shanty  14x18 
feet  in  dimensions  and  in  it  he  established  his  wife 
and  one  little  child,  Matilda.  Wild  <;ame  and 
Indians  al)ounded  throuj^h  all  that  region  and  the 
old  Indian  chief,  "'Okenios,'*  was  a  frequent  guest 
in  this  cabin.  Mr.  Russell  proceeded  to  clear  his 
farm  and  improve  it.  Kven  in  that  early  day  he 
was  full  of  determinaticm  to  succeed,  as  he  c^ame  to 
Michigan  with  the  full  intent  to  make  a  home  and 
he  willingly  worked  and  suffered  privations  which 
we  of  this  later  generation  can  searcelv  realize. 

After  farming  a  few  years  our  subject  moved 
his  family  to  I^slie  and  afterward  IxAight  and 
operated  a  sawmill  but  somewhat  later  sold  that 
property  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business, 
being  one  of  the  ver^-  fii*st  merchants  of  the  place, 
and  continuing  in  business  in  Leslie  for  almost 
fifty  years.  He  began  life  with  nothing,  as  his 
father  was  a  man  of  small  means,  and  he  has  made 
all  he  now  ix)ssesses  by  his  own  efforts,  supple- 
mented by  the  wise  co-operation  of  his  faithful 
and  efficient  helpmate.  His  business  has  steadily 
^rown  and  is  now  the  largest  mercantile  house  and 
the  onlv  dr\'-goods  house  in  Leslie. 

This  picmeer  gentleman  has  acquired  consider- 
able property  in  real  estate  and  is  a  heavy  stock- 
holder in  the  People's  liank  at  l^slie.  In  his 
early  life  he  was  a  strong  Jackson  man  and  after- 
ward l»elonged  to  the  AVhig  party  and  was  an  ear- 
nest AlK)litionist;  later  he  became  a  decided 
Republican.  He  held  some  minor  town  ofllces  and 
was  a  delegate  to  the  convention  that  organized 
Ingham  County,  and  also  heli)ed  to  lay  out  the 
villageof  I>»slie.  He  has  lived  in  this  t^)wnsliip  for 
fift^'-five  years  and  has  accumulated  a  large  prop- 
erty, having  l)een  a  man  of  unusual  energ;y'  and 
s*terling  integrity. 

In  the  early  days  the  nearest  trading  point  was 
.lackson,  which  lay  at  a  distance  of  fifteen  miles 
through  the  forest.  Mr.  Russell  erected  his  pres- 
ent residenw.  a  handsome  brick  structure,  in  188J). 
and  it  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  homes  in  the 
village.  In  his  younger  days  he  was  a  great 
huntsman  and  still  delights  in  recounting  the 
pleasures  of  the  chase. 

The  wife  of  his  vouth,  to  whom  he  was  united  in 


Seneca  C'ountv,  N.  Y.,  was  a  native  of  that  county 
and  lK>re  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Fox.  Her  par- 
ents, William  and  Hulda  Fox,  were  natives  of  New 
.lei-sev,  and  lived  for  many  veaiv  in  SenecJi 
County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Russell  had  six  children, 
Matilda,  Mary,  Emma.  Mvron,  Seward,  and  a  twin 
who  died  in  early  infancy.  The  mother  of  these  eh il- 
dren  died  some  yeai's  ago  and  Mr.  Russell  was  mar- 
ried a  stH'ond  time  to  MissRumina  Haynes,  August 
4. 1 8B3.  This  lady  was  living  in  lousing  at  the  time 
of  her  union  with  Mr.  Russell.  She  was  l)orn  in 
.Mentz  Township,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y..  February 
22,  1818.  l)eing  a  daughter  of  William  and  Abby 
(Annable)  Haynes,  natives  of  New  Jei-sey  and 
Massachusetts  resi)ectively.  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Haynes 
came  to  New  York  when  young  and  there  were 
married  and  re^^ided  until  his  death,  after  which 
his  wife  and  childi-en  came  to  Michigan  and  set- 
tled in  Onondaga  Township,  Ingham  County,  in 
1837.  Mrs.  Haynes,  however,  came  to  make  her 
home  with  her  daughter.  Mrs.  Russell,  a  few 
mimths  l)efore  her  departure  to  the  other  world. 


^. 


!#@l|-^'i^llfig^ 


o^; 


RKDERICK  THOMAN.  Such  a  city  as 
^  I^nsing,  Ingham  County,  owes  an  incal- 
JE\  culable  debt  to  those  of  her  business  men 
who  have  l)een  sulliciently  broad  and  far-sighted 
to  plan  such  con venieni^s  and  improvements  in  the 
city  as  conduce  to  the  pros{>erity  of  business  and 
therefore  to  the  growth  of  the  town.  Such  an  one 
is  he  of  whom  we  write,  who  was  one  of  the  prin- 
cipal promoters  of  the  building  of  the  Transit 
Railroad  track  which  runs  along  l>v  the  side  of  his 
mill  and  all  other  factories  of  the  West  Side,  con- 
necting them  with  all  the  railroads  of  the  city.  This 
is  one  of  thcvmost  valuable  improvements  to  the 
city  and  gave  a  much  needed  stimulus  to  the  man- 
ufacturing interests  of  the  West  Side. 

This  gentleman,  who  l>el(nigs  to  the  firm  of  F. 
Thoman  <V  Hro.,  proprietors  of  the  Oriental  Mill  at 
Lansing,  was  lx>rn  at  old  Ft.  Hamilton  in  New 
York  HaHM)r.  May  1).  1848.  Al.>out  three  years 
later   he  was   brought    by  his  parents*  to  Crawford 


810 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


County,  Ohio,  where  he  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Crestline.  His  father,  John 
A.,  was  born  at  Rhine  Falls,  Germany. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  our  subject  became  fireman 
on  the  Pittsburg,  Ft.  Wa^-ne  <fe  Chicago  Railroad 
and  two  3'ears  later  took  charge  of  an  engine  a?* 
engineer  between  Crestline  and  Pittsburg.  During 
the  last  year  of  the  war  he  was  in  the  (ioveniment 
employ  as  engineer  in  the  South.  He  was  married 
in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  in  October,  1866,  to  Miss  Mar}^ 
E.  Reitz  who  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  and  was  there 
reared  and  educated.  After  this  event  Mr.  Thoman 
went  to  Indiana  as  an  engineer,still  making  liis  home 
in  Crestline  until  the  spring  of  1868  wlien  he  came 
toLansing  with  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  F.  A.  Heitz, 
with  whom  he  formed  a  partnership  under  the  tirm 
name  of  Reitz  <fe  Thoman.  In  May  of  that  year  they 
iKjgan  the  construction  of  the  present  mill  which 
was  finished  during  the  fall  and  put  in  operation 
on  New  Year's  day. 

These  gentleman  remained  in  partnership  for 
eighteen  months  and  then  Mr.  Thoman  sold  out  to 
Mr.  Reitz,  and  six  months  later  the  latter  died, 
after  which  our  subject  purchased  the  whole  prop- 
erty and  continued  sole  proprietor  until  1885, 
when  he  took  his  brother,  J.  P.  Thoman,  into  part- 
nership with  him  under  the  firm  name  of  F.  Thoman 
(fe  Co.  The  mill  is  located  in  the  heart  of  the  citv 
and  has  a  capacity  of  two  iiundred  barrels  a  day. 
Tiie}-  ship  large  quantities  of  flour  to  the  Kaslern, 
Southern  and  foreign  markets. 

Mr.  Thoman  was  elected  Alderman  of  the  sec- 
ond Ward  in  1878  and  1879,  and  he  is  now  Alder- 
man and  Su[)ervisor  of  the  Sixth  Ward.  He  is  Vice 
President  of  the  Central  Michigan  Savings  I^nk, 
having  held  the  office  for  some  eight  or  ten  years. 
He  is  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Lansing 
Wagon  Works  and  has  been  President  of  that 
company  from  1877,  when  it  was  organized  into  a 
stock  company.  He  is  a  member  and  Director  of 
the  Capital  Investment,  Building  and  Loan  Asso- 
ciation, and  is  also  a  Director  of  the  Lansing: 
Wheelbarrow  Works,  lie  was  one  of  the  incorpor- 
ators of  the  Lansing  Electric  Li^ht  Company, which 
was  merged  with  the  (ias  Company, of  which  he  is 
one  of  the  Directors.  He  was  one  of  the  prominent 
men  in  organising  the  Millers*  Mutual  Fire  Insur- 


ance Company  of  Michigan  and  has  been  its  Treas- 
urer for  the  i)ast  six  years.  He  is  also  considerably 
interested  in  real  estate  in  Lansing.  Mr.  Thomao 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  which  he  joined 
u{x>n  reaching  his  majority,  and  is  a  member  of 
Capitol  Chapter,  No.  9,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  which 
he  joined  in  1873.  HLs  ix>litical  views  have  led 
him  to  affiliate  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he 
is  deeply  interested  in  its  national  issues. 
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MILLIAM  F.  HAHN  is  a  gentleman  who  dis- 
plays at  once  marked  intelligence,  sagacity, 
^  ^  keenness  and  ready  wit.  His  affability 
wins  him  friends  and  his  thorough  culture  and 
well-informed  mind  gain  for  him  the  res|)ect  and 
esteem  of  all  who  know  him.  He  is  an  experienced 
and  practical  workman,  being  one  of  the  finest 
watchmakers  and  jewelers  in  Lansing,  Ingham 
County,  or  Central  Michigan.  Besides  carrying  a 
l)eautiful  and  well-chosen  stock  of  jewelry  he  han- 
dles clocks  and  silverware  and  is  agent  for  some  of 
the  principal  European  Steamship  companies,  the 
(ierman  Lloyd  Line,  the  Hamburg  and  American 
Packet  Company,  the  Inman  Line,  the  Red  Star 
Line,  the  White  Star  Line,  l)eside8  the  Allan  Line, 
the  In  ion  Line,  and  several  othei*s. 

This  gentleman  was  l)orn  in  Jauer,  in  the  Province 
of  Silicia,  Prussia.  His  father,  William  F.  Hahn, 
had  his  nativity  in  1809,  in  Schweitnitz,  Silicia, 
Prussia,  and  his  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the 
name  of  William  F.,  was  a  native  of  the  same  place 
where  he  owned  a  farm,  and  lived  to  complete 
almost  fourscore  yeai*s.  The  father  entered  the  Ger- 
man army  when  a  3^oung  man  and  was  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Government  for  fifty  years,  thirty  years 
as  a  soldier  and  twenty  years  as  an  oflUcer  of  the 
civil  government.  He  entered  as  a  private,  be- 
came Paymaster,  and  l)efore  he  had  completed  his 
term  of  service  he  was  placed  in  a  jwsition  eorre^ 
j)onding  to  our  ofhcc  of  Auditor  General.  He  was 
a  Lutheran  in  his  religious  belief  and  died  about 
the  year  1882. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Fredericka  HessQ 
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by  name,  and  was  born  in  Jauer,  where  her  father, 
William  Ilesse,  was  a  dealer  in  produce.  The 
mother  was  educated  as  a  Catholic,  and  died  in 
1884.  She  had  four  children — our  subject  who  is 
the  youngest,  being  the  only  one  who  came  to 
this  country;  Emil,  Mary  and  Selma  all  reside  at 
Lignitz,  Germany,  where  Emil  is  the  Postmaster. 

Mr.  Ilahn  attended  first  the  public  school  and 
then  the  gymnasium  at  Jauer,  in  which  latter  insti- 
tution he  spent  four  years  and  took  a  course  in 
Latin  and  French.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was  ap- 
prenticed for  four  years  to  the  jeweler's  trade  at 
Jauer  and  after  l)ecoming  a  journeyman  he  trav- 
eled through  Germany  in  different  provinces,  also 
Pilngland  and  France.  He  was  in  Paris  during  the 
Franco-Prussian  War,  and  when  in  England  spent 
much  time  in  London,  Oxford  and  Liverpool. 

In  July  1872,  this  gentleman  left  Liverpool  by 
the  steamer  "City  of  Berlin'*,  of  the  Cunard  line, 
and  after  a  voyage  of  twelve  days  landed  in  New 
York.  He  came  at  once  to  Lansing  and  started  in 
the  jewelry  business  here,  working  up  his  trade 
from  small  beginnings  to  his  present  prosperity. 
He  has  the  experience  of  a  lifetime  and  is  one  of 
the  oldest  jewelers  in  Lansing.  He  keeps  on  hand 
a  fine  display  of  rich  and  rare  gems.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
at  Lansing  and  in  politics  is  independent,  as  he 
does  not  care  to  be  trammeled  by  party  ties  and 
prefers  to  cast  his  vote  for  the  man  whom  his  judg- 
ment approves,  and  whom  he  considers  best  fitted 
for  the  office  in  question. 
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EV.  EDWIN  HARLEIGH  BROCKWAY  is 
|,  now  a  general  farmer  on  a  fertile  tract  of 
\\  of  dxty-five  acres,  located  on  section  31, 
"^^  Alaiedon  Township,  Ingham  County.  He 
was  bom  m  Dansville,  Steulwn  County,  N.  Y.,  May 
21,  1825.  His  father,  Elisha  Wade  Brockwav,  was 
bom  in  Lyme,  New  London  County,  Conn.,  Sep- 
tember 4,  1790.  He  was  a  fanner  by  calling, 
though  in  earlier  days  he  was  employed  as  a  school- 
teacher and  gained  an  enviable  reputation  in  that 


direction.  He  removed  to  New  York  in  1796  and 
live  there  until  1829,  clearing  up  a  farm  of  wild 
land. 

In  1829  our  subject's  father  removed  to  Michi- 
gan and  settled  near  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  lived 
for  five  years.  In  1834  he  removed  to  Livingston 
County  and  located  ne^r  Whitmore  Lake,  here  he 
cleared  up  a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  of  wild 
land.  During  the  first  year  spent  by  the  family  in 
Michigan  the  members  subsisted  principally  on 
com  bread.  They  had  all  the  hardships  incident  to 
pioneer  life.  Ann  Arbor  was  at  that  time  a  village 
of  only  a  few  buildings.  Our  subject's  mother, 
Mary  I^men,  was  also  a  native  of  Dansville,  N.  Y, 
being  born  there  Septeml)er  9,  1802.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  Icemen,  a  farmer  of  that  place 
and  died  in  1874,  at  Byron,  Shiawassee  County. 
Her  husband  preceded  her  by  several  years,  his  de- 
cease having  taken  place  July  1,  1861,  passing 
away  in  Constantine,  Mich. 

Edwin  H.  Brockway  remained  under  the  paren- 
tal roof  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  his  atten- 
tion being  divided  between  his  schdbl  duties  and 
those  of  the  farm.  After  the  years  above  men- 
tioned he  worked  out  for  three  and  a  half  years  on 
a  farm  and  then  entered  Albion  College,  where  he 
remained  for  two  years  and  then  was  admitted  to 
the  Detroit  Methodist  Episcopal  Conference  in  the 
fall  of  1854. 

The  first  charge  given  to  our  subject  as  a  minis- 
ter of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  at 
Mason,  where  he  remained  for  one  year.  He  then 
went  to  Chelsea,  where  he  was  located  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  spent  two  years  in  Blissfield, 
two  years  in  Rome,  two  3^eai*s  in  Medina,  two  years 
in  Franklin  and  then  was  variously  stationed  at 
Milford,  Oakland  County,  and  at  Unadilla  and 
J'owlerville,  then  at  Byron,  Swartz'  Creek,  Gaines 
and  Albion,  where  he  remained  three  yeai-s  in 
order  to  give  his  daughter  educational  advantages. 
He  then  spent  three  years  in  Medina,  when  he  en- 
tered the  list  as  a  sujierannuated  preacher  in  188.S, 
and  purcliajiing  the  farm  whereon  he  liow  resides, 
lias  devoted  himself  to  agricultural  work  th*^  gn'nter 
part  of  the  time  since  then. 

Mr.  Brockway  was  married  August  24,  18r)o.  to 
Miss  Cordelia  S.  Thompson,  a  daughter  of  Henry 
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Thonii>»on,  and  a  sister  of  J.  (J.  llioini>.son,  of 
Alaiedon.  Two  children  have  lH»en  the  result 
of  this  union;  Mary  E.,  was  horn  April  24,  18/)8. 
She  has  marked  ahility  in  a  musical  direction  and 
is  a  graduate  from  the  ^conservatory  of  Alhion 
College,  where  she  spent  four  yeai*s.  Slie  is  now 
very  successfully,  engaged  as  a  teacher  of  niiiHc. 
Ida  who  was  bom  July  18,  186;"),  is  with  lior  sister, 
the  life  and  liglit  of  the  home.  In  18r)2  Mrs. 
Brockway  came  to  Mason  as  an  assistant  teacher  t<> 
a  gentleman  who  had  charge  of  the  Mju^on  schools. 
In  a  short  time  the  gentleman  resiinied  in  her 
favor.  She  had  seventy  pupils  and  taiiirht  for  a 
1^1.50  per  week,  l)oarding  around  in  the  district. 


ANIEL  B.  JOHNSON.  Those  men  who 
came  to  Ingham  County  m  the  wvv  carlv 
davS  and  made  the  fn*st  settlements  here 
were  men  of  more  than  ordinary  calibre, 
broad  in  their  views,  earnest  in  their  life  aims  and 
full  of  enterprise.  They  "huilded  better  than  they 
knew'*  and  laid  the  foundation  for  tlie  splen<li(l 
development  which  we  see  to-day.  Their  early 
work  prepared  the  way  for  those  who  came  after 
them  to  build  up  tlie  institutions  of  education, 
business  and  society  which  make  luirham  County 
so  de^sirable  a  home. 

Mr.  Johnson,  who  is  now  a  retired  fanner  re>id- 
ing  at  Lansing,  was  born  in  the  townsliip  of  Lans- 
ing,  Tompkins  County,  N.  v..  February  1;').  1821. 
and  remained  there  until  he  reached  tlie  age  of 
eighteen  years.  His  father.  Dr.  Daniel  B.  .lohn^on, 
Sr.,  was  boni  inC'anterbury.  Conn.,  ( )ctolHM- 1 ,  1 79;"), 
and  the  gran<lfather.  Dr.  Kufns  Johnson,  who  had 
his  nativity  in  Canti'rbury.  Windham  Count \. 
Conn.,  November  21,  17H.S,  was  a  ph\sieian  and 
surgeon  and  died  in  Connecticut  November  2, 
188H.  During  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  he 
served  under  his  father,  aCob)nel  in  Washington's 
Army.  This  otticer  who  was  Obadiah  (tliird),  was 
born  in  Massachusetts,  February  18,  178;"),  and  his 
father,  Olwidiah    (second),  was    lK>rn  January  24, 


1701.  He  WB»  married  Noveral^er  6,  1723  to  Lydia 
Cleveland  an  immediate  ancestor  of  ex-President 
(i rover  Cleveland;  then  we  come  to  Obadiah  John- 
son the  tirst  whose  birth  is  not  given.  The  family 
record  can  1h»  tmced  back  for- one  generation  more 
to  Isiuic  Johnson  who  was  l)orn  in  FIngland  and 
came  over  in  the  "Aral)ella**  in  1628. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  graduate  of  the 
Medical  Department  of  Yale  College,  through 
which  lie  made  his  own  wav  by  hard  work.  In  the 
l)e<iinning  of  liis  practice  he  removed  to  Lansing 
Township,  Tompkins  County,  which  was  then 
almost  a  wilderness,  there  he  found  the  ladv  w^ho 
became  his  wife.  In  JanuarVi  1839,  he  removed  to 
A ineli us.  Cay uji^i  County,  and  located  on  a  farm 
to  l)e  relievi'd  from  practicing  his  profession,  which 
was  luH-oming  too  heavy  for  him  in  his  declining 
\ears.  lie  came  to  I^ansing,  Mich.,  in  1848  and 
died  here  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  He  was  a 
Iniversahst  in  his  religious  l)elief. 

Sarah  S.  Haeon  was  tlie  maiden  name  of  the  lady 
wiio  became  the  mother  of  our  subject,  and  she 
was  born  in  Lansing.  Tompkins  (!'ounty,  N.  Y., 
lu'ing  a  (laughter  of  Daniel  Bacon,  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  who  was  an  early  settler  m  I^nsing 
which  was  calle<l  Milton  at  that  time.  He  was 
.Iu>tice  of  tJH'  IVace  for  a  uuml)er  of  yeai"s  and  a 
farmer,  and  died  at  the  age  of  forty  years.  He 
was  a  son  of  Pieipont  Hac(m  a  native  of  Connecti- 
cut. Mrs.  Sarah  Johnson  died  in  I^nsing,  when 
she  had  reached  the  age  of  three-score  and  ten. 
Her  two  children  were  our  subject  and  Frances  P., 
who  is  now  Mrs.  1).  11.  H.  Shank,  i*(»siding  in  Lans- 
ing. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  lousing,  N.  Y.,  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  taking  his 
education  in  the  <listrict  schools  and  helping  his  fa- 
ther in  the  drug  store.  When  the  family  removed 
to  Cayuga  County  he  look  further  scholastic  ad- 
vantages in  the  (  ayuga  Academy  and  the  Auburn 
Academy  and  two  or  three  ycai*s  later  settled  on 
his  father's  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  aei'es 
two  and  one-half  miles  east  of  Cayuga.  That 
property  was  hn-ated  on  the  main  turnpike,  com- 
ing from  the  West,  which  was  then  the  great  thor- 
oughfare for  emigration.  He  0|)erated  this  farm 
until  \H-\H  when  ho  came  t<)  Lansing,  traveling  by 
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stage  from  Dexter  to  this  city.  Here  he  spent  the 
winter  and  in  the  spring  of  1849  he  purchased  and 
made  his  home  on  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
seventy  acres  upon  section  7,  DeWitt  Townsliip, 
Clinton  County.  This  property  was  only  partially 
improved  and  he  began  farming  in  true  pioneer 
style.  He  placed  excellent  buildings  on  this  proi>- 
erty  and  had  a  fine  flock  of  three  hundred  sheep  and 
having  it  well  improved  by  1861,  he  sold  it  and 
came  to  Lansing  where  he  purchased  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  in  the  south  part  of  the  city  in- 
side the  coriK)rate  limits.  Here  again  he  built  and 
made  improvements  and  again  Icx^ited  on  Grand 
River,  where  he  followed  farming  and  stock-raising 
for  thirty  years  until  1891,  when  he  sold  his  prop- 
erty and  retired  from  active  business  to  a  beau- 
tiful home  which  he  pui-chased  in  the  city  of 
I^nsing. 

In  Montezuma,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Johnson  was  married 
May  31,  1848  to  Miss  C.  Elmina  Topping  who  was 
bom  in  that  town  December  1,  1825.  Her  father. 
Deacon  Topping,  was  born  in  Morristown,  N.  .!., 
and  lived  there  until  he  reached  the  age  of  nine 
yeare  when  he  came  to  Cayuga  County  and  grew  up 
to  be  a  farmer  there  and  a  Deacon  in  the  Baptist 
Church.  He  was  a  surgeon  in  the  War  of  1812 
and  was  stationed  at  Lewistown,  Canada,  where 
he  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-six.  The  grandfather, 
Harris  Topping,  was  a  New  Jei*8ey  farmer,  who  in 
his  early  life  settled  in  New  York.  He  was  of 
English  descent  and  was  active  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War. 

The  mother  of  our  subject's  wife  who  was  known 
in  maidenhood  as  Betsey  At  wood,  was  born  in 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.  Her  father,  Isaac  Atwood 
-was  an  Englishman  who  died  in  New  York  when 
she  was  quite  young.  She  died  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
three  at  the  house  of  her  son  Dr.  Topping  at  De 
Witt  She  was  an  earnest  and  active  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  Of  her  nine  children  five 
grew  to  maturity  and  Mrs.  Johnson  was  the  young- 
est daughter  and  was  educated  In  Montezuma  and 
at  the  Oswego  College. 

The  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  de- 
veloped traits  of  character  and  abilities  which  may 
well  make  their  parents  rejoice  that  they  have  been 
able  to  give  them   opportunities   in    life.     Their 


eldest,  Helen  S.,  is  now  Mrs.  L.  H.  Briggs  of  Mar- 
quette; Frank  B.  is  the  Ma3'or  of  Lansing  and  be- 
sides his  otticial  duties  still  keeps  an  interest  in  his 
grocery  business;  Charles  T.  is  a  fruit  grower  in 
tills  city  and  Herbert  E.  their  youngest  is  a  busi- 
ness man  here. 

Lucius  I).,  who  was  next  to  the  youngest  in  age 
was  a  youth  of  precocious  ability.  He  graduated 
before  he  was  twenty-one  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  He  took  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  I^ws  in  the  Law  Department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan  and  engaged  in  practice 
here,  serving  as  City  Attorney  two  terms  and  also 
as  Circuit  Court  Commissioner.  He  was  considered 
"Nature's  Lawyer'*  and  was,  as  he  has  l)een  called 
'*a  complete  bundle  of  law."  He  died  at  the  age 
of  thirty-two  February  25,  1891,  passing  awa}'^  at 
the  home  of  his  father.  No  man  stood  higher  in 
the  community  than  did  this  young  man  as  he  had 
the  confidence  of  the  people  and  also  of  the  pro- 
fessional men  and  it  was  a  common  saying  that 
*' Lucius  Johnson  knew  everything."  Between  the 
ages  of  eighteen  and  twenty  he  assisted  Judge 
Cooly  of  Ann  Arbor  in  compiling  law  books,  which 
are  now  published  under  the  name  of  Cooly 's  Edi- 
tion of  Criminal  Law  Pleadings.  He  was  a  Demo- 
crat in  his  political  views. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  been  a  surveyor  and 
civil  engineer  and  laid  out  many  roads  in  DeWitt, 
Clinton  County.  He  and  Dr.  Shank  was  the  first 
Masons  to  enter  the  order  in  I^nsing.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  a  Universalist  in  his 
chuixih  connections  and  a  man  whose  prosperity  is 
rejoiced  in  by  all  who  know  him. 


I 


^'  EDWARD  ROE.  It  has  often  been  said 
that  the  live  young  business  men  of  any 
city  are  what  keeps  the  blood  of  the  com- 
munity in  circulation.  The  men  who  are 
well  established  in  years  and  wealth  are  often  con- 
tent  to  sit  back  and  enjoy  the  prosperity  which 
they  have  so  hardly  earned  in  their  younger  days, 
and  they  are  not  so  active  and  alive  to  the  inter- 
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ests  of  the  community  nor  so  ready  to  push  with 
a  good  will  any  enterprise  for  the  upbuilding  of 
the  town.  To  the  young  man  we  must  h>ok  for 
such  aggressive  action*,  and  in  such  as  our  subject 
Lansing,  Ingham  County,  is  ricli. 

Mr.  Roe,  who  is  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of 
the  I^nsing  Iron  <fe  Engine  Works,  was  born  in 
Ithica,  N.  Y.,  March  24,  18(52.  His  father,  Nathan- 
iel J.  Roe,  had  his  birth  in  Caroline,  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  14,  1838,  and  the  grandfather, 
John  M.,  was  born  near  Owego,  N.  V.  lie  wn.^ 
the  son  of  Capt.  William  Roe,  who  was  \h)vu  on 
jA>ng  Island  and  served  with  (ien.  Putnam  in  the 
Highlands  through  the  Revolutionary  War  and 
died  in  Caroline,  Tompkins  County.  Tlie  family  . 
was  originally  from  Frencli  Huguenot  sto<'k  and 
came  with  W^illiam  Warren  to  England,  wlu'iuc 
they  migrated  to  this  country  generations  ago. 
The  name  was  formerly  siK'lled  DeRoe. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  pine  luinl»cr  ii)  ('aroliiio  and 
was  a  successful  business  man  and  a  Whiir  in  his 
political  views.  His  son  Nathaniel  was  iiis  assist- 
ant in  the  business  and  l)e('ame  a  practical  sawyer. 
Somewhat  later  he  took  diarge  of  the  mill  and 
farm  and  managed  them  until  the  water  power  was 
lost  on  account  of  a  tlood.  lie  then  continued 
farming  until  1869,  wheii  he  put  a  tenant  u[)on  the 
place  and  engaged  as  a  clerk  at  Ithica  until  he 
came  West.  In  1874  he  came  to  Lansing  and  here 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  which  he  is  still 
carrying  on.  His  excellent  wife,  who  bore  the 
name  of  Sarah  (rreen  and  was  a  native  of  the  same 
town  as  himself,  is  a  daughter  of  Samuel  E.  <ireen. 
a  hotel  man  and  farmer  at  Caroline.  Both  she  and 
the  father  of  our  subject  are  active  members  of  Hh' 
Congregational  Church  and  the  father,  who  is  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  views,  served  as  Ald(»r- 
man  for  one  year. 

J.  Edward  Roe  was  the  sec'ond  child  in  a  familv 
of  three  and  was  reared  in  Ithica  until  his  twelfth 
year,  when  he  accom|>anied  his  parents  to  Lansing 
in  May,  1874.  He  attended  the  High  School  ln»re 
until  just  l)efore  the  time  for  his  graduation,  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  veal's,  when  he  Uvame  Collec- 
tion Clerk  for  the  Lansing  National  liank.  After 
serving  in  that  capacity  for  eighteen    in4)nths  he 


l>ecame  lK)okkeeper  for  one  year  and  then  teller, 
which  office  he  occupied  for  two  years. 

In  1883  our  subject  lKH.*ame  interested  in  the 
Inm  tV'  Engine  works  of  lousing,  which  are  oper- 
ated by  the  firm  of  Jarvis,  Iktrnes  dr  C'o.,  and 
taking  a  positicm  with  them,  undertook  the  care  of 
their  lM>oks  and  their  financial  affairs.  At  the  time 
of  the  re-incorporation  of  this  company  in  Janu- 
ary, 18Hr),  Mr.  Roe  l>ecamc  its  Secretary  and  Treas^ 
urer  and  since  that  date  has  held  the  position  just 
named  in  this  rapidly -growing  enterprise. 

It  was  in  1871  that  the  business  with  which  Mr. 
Roe  is  connected  was  start<id  on  a  small  scale  and 
was  not  at  fii*st  very  successful.  The  original  cor- 
|)oration  failed  and  in  1880  it  was  i^evived  in  a 
small  wav  and  two  veal's  later  it  was  considerahlv 
enlarged.  Thesi'  works  are  engaged  in  the  manu- 
fa(  tiire  of  engines,  making  a s[>ecialty  of  compound 
engines  for  electric  light  purposes,  and  furnish  a 
large  number  every  year  of  these  valuable  adjuncts 
to  our  civilization.  They  also  build  l)oilers  and 
engines  of  all  kinds,  making  many  for  sawmills  and 
manufacture  the  double-jicting  "Maud  S.'*  pump 
foi'  windmills  an<l  ordinary  wells  and  "Picket 
Mills."  rinMr  building  occupies  over  a  block  and 
is  the  second  largest  manufactory  in  tlie  city,  em- 
bracing among  its  other  works  a  foundry  and 
othei  necosary  adjunct.*^.  It  is  one  of  the  largest 
manufactui-ing  establishments  in  Michigan  and  the 
M'cond  lariifest  of  its  kind  in  the  State.  Thev 
build  the  only  lirst-chtss  compound  steam  engine 
made  in  Michigan,  and  proudly  claim  that  the 
|)roduct  of  their  manufacture  uses  the  least  fuel 
for  accjuiring  the  greatest  power.  Tliey  also  Imild 
stand-pi |)es  and  other  items  too  numerous  to  men- 
tion. The  business  extends  over  the  entii-e  I'nited 
States  amounting  to  over  i^3()(),(MJ0  a  year. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  has  a  l)eautiful  i-esi- 
dence  <m  Capitol  Avenue  which  is  pi-esided  over 
most  charmingly  by  hi**  accomplished  and  amiable 
wife.  Mrs.  Roe  takes  a  special  pleasui*e  in  l>eauti- 
fving  her  home  and  adding  to  iu^  attractiveness  in 
every  way.  She  i>  a  delightful  elocutionist  and 
her  general  culture  corresponds  well  with  the  fine 
education  of  her  husband.  They  were  married  in 
Troy.  <  )hio.  .July  2'),  1 H88,  and  her  maiden  name 
was  Hosan  L.  Sage.     Her  native  town  was   Pic]un, 
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Ohio,  and  there  slie  was  educated,  completing  her 
studies  in  the  Ada  Normal  and  graduating  also  at 
the  Cleveland  School  of  elocution  in  1884.  Pre- 
vious to  her  marriage  she  gave  readings  in  many 
prominent  towns  through  Ohio  and  Micliigan.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  and 
active  in  different  church  benevolencies. 

Besides  his  home  property ,Mr.  Roe  owns  a  number 
of  excellent  building  spots  in  Lansing.  He  travels 
some  for  the  company,  going  out  upon  the  road  to 
interest  purchasers  in  the  product  of  their  factory. 
He  is  a  member  of  tlie  U  and  I  Club  and  is  Senior 
Warden  in  the  Order  of  Knights  Templar  besides 
being  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons 
and  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons.  His  political  affi- 
liations are  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  he  has 
little  time  to  devote  to  politics  otherwise  than  to 
do  his  duty  at  the  polls  as  a  man  and  citizen. 


-J- 


rf^\  ARQU IS  D.  TODD.    Among  tlie  prominent 
jjl     \\\   and  enterprising  business  men  and  finan- 
J       1^  ciere  of  Lansing  we  are  pleased  to  mention 
'^  Mr.  Todd,  who  is  Cashier  of   tlie  Ingham 

County  Savings  Bank — one  of  the  shrewdest  and 
most  successful  men  in  this  city.  He  was  born  in 
Ots^o  County,  N.  Y.,  at  Toddsville,  April  1, 1834. 
His  father,  Zerah,  was  born  in  New  England  and 
was  an  early  settler  of  Otsego  County,  and  the 
village  in  which  our  subject  was  born  received  its 
name  from  his  family. 

The  father  of  this  gentleman  took  part  in  the 
War  of  1812  and  when  quite  young  did  signal  ser- 
vice for  the  American  army,  riding  a  horse  from 
Sandy  Creek  to  Hilltown,  carrying  the  informa- 
tion that  the  English  were  coming,  tliat  it  might 
reach  Sackett's  Harbor  in  time  to  save  the  day. 
Like  the  good  hoi-se,  Roland,  who  "brought  the 
good  news  from  Ghent  to  Aix''  this  noble  steed 
fell  dead  at  the  end  of  his  journey. 

Zerah  Todd  afterward  engaged  in  woolen  raan- 
ufaetui'e  and  set  up  the  lii-st  loom  which  was  placed 
in  Otsego  County.  About  the  year  1835  he  re- 
moved to  Portlandville  and  established  a  woolen 


factor}'  and  in  1844  went  toWost  Lawrence  where 
he  engaged  in  the  same  busineas,  in  which  he  was 
very  successful,  being  a  hard  worker  and  a  good  • 
financier.  He  helped  to  build  the  first  dam  in  the 
Susquehanna  River  at  Portlandville.  A  tannery 
below  drew  off  the  water  and  he  began  a  suit  which 
lasted  ten  yeai-s,  but  which  he  finally  won.  About 
the  year  1850  he  went  to  Oriskiny  Falls,  Oneida 
County,  to  enter  upon  the  woolen  business  with  a 
son.  He  died  there  in  1853  at  the  age  of  fifty-four 
years  from  a  carbuncle.  One  of  his  brothers  was  a 
doc^tor  in  Pultney,  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  one  is  a 
farmer  and  merchant  at  Toddsville.  The  son  of 
another  brother,  Charles,  is  a  prominent  attorney 
in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  His  political  sympathies  led  him 
into  the  Whig  party  and  he  was  prominent  in  the 
Masonic  order.  He  traced  his  ancestry  from  some 
of  the  best  blood  of  New  England  and  trained  his 
children  to  believe  that  the  honorable  lineage  from 
which  they  came  demanded  of  them  true  and  noble 
lives. 

Tlie  mother  of  our  subject  was  known  in  her 
maidenhood  as  Almira  M.  McKey.  She  was  bom 
near  tTtica,  N.  Y.,  and  when  sixteen  years  old  rode 
on  horseback  behind  her  father  to  Jefferson  County, 
a  trip  of  one  hundred  miles.  They  located  there 
near  Ellisville,  on  Sandy  Creek,  a  point  which  was 
much  sought  by  the  Indians  during  the  War  of 
1812,  and  during  the  times  of  conflict  they  used 
(irandmother  McKey 's  stores  of  linen  to  bandage 
the  wounded.  .Jotham  McKey,  the  father  of  Al- 
mira, was  a  large  farmer  on  Sandy  Creek,  and  he 
lived  to  quite  an  advanced  age.  He  belonged  to 
an  old  Eastern  family  of  Scotch  descent.  After 
the  removal  of  the  family  to  Oswego  it  became 
their  permanent  home  and  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject remained  there  through  life.  She  passed  awa}' 
in  1890  having  reached  the  age  of  almost  ninety- 
four  years.  She  was  a  devout  member  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  and  a  woman  of  great  benevo- 
lence, which  is  shown  by  her  rearing  two  orphans 
besides  her  own  nine  cliildren. 

The  children  of  this  household  were,  Lodema, 
Mrs.  Welsh,  who  resides  in  Iowa;  Zerah  A.,  a  lum- 
ber dealer  and  merchant  who  makes  his  home  in 
Madison  County,  N.  Y.;  Ardelia,  Mi's.  Richards, 
who  lives  in  Oswego  County;  Maria,  Mi's.  Curtis, 
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of  Seattle;  Julia,  Mrs.  Saii}K)rn,  who  died  in  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.;  Franklin,  who  died  in  I.,eelanaw 
County,  this  State;  Horace,  a  farmer  in  Oswego 
County,  N.  Y.;  Marquis  I).,  our  subject;  and  Mary, 
Mrs.  Brand,  who  died  in  Utica,  N.  Y. 

Having  been  reared  in  Portlandville,  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  after  ten  yeai-s  the  l)oy  removed  to 
West  I^wrence,  same  county,  and  resided  there  U>v 
five  years  before  going  to  Oriskiny  Falls.  After 
attending  the  common  district  8ch(X)ls  he  completed 
his  education  at  Fastman's  Commercial  College, 
Oswego,  and  worked  in  a  factory  learning  the  busi- 
ness of  a  woolen  manufacturer.  At  the  age  of  t wen  ty 
he  took  charge  of  a  jack  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
spindles  which  he  worked  himself.  This  was  loo 
much  for  him  and  leaving  this  work  he  began 
clerking  in  a  general  store  at  Oswego  and  also 
took  a  complete  coui*se  at  Fastman's  Commercial 
College  in  that  city.  In  185;')  he  cami*  Wi'st  and 
tried  to  get  a  job  as  bookkeeper  in  Ottawa,  LaSallf 
County,  III.  Not  succeeding  in  this  he  went  into 
the  carpentry  business  with  his  brothers,  working 
in  this  way  for  some  eighteen  months. 

Returning  to  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  in  tlie  fall  of M 8(17, 
he  acted  as  clerk  in  his  brother's  hotel  for  one  year 
and  then  availed  himself  of  an  opportunity  to  buy 
some  land  in  T^elanaw  County.  Mich., and  removed 
there  October  6,  1870.  lie  also  bought  sonu'  tini- 
l)ered  land  at  Cllen  Arbor,  going  tlieie  with  some 
!!$  1,000  in  ciish.  lie  started  a  store  and  ke|)t  it  in 
operation  for  seven  years  and  eanu'  out  with 
^49,000,  with  liabilities  to  the  amount  of  *12.0(M). 
He  disposed  of  his  entire  property  and  returned 
to  New  York.  Previous  to  his  removal  to  the 
Fast  he  built  the  ])ridge  across  the  Narrows  whieh 
are  one  hundred  and  twenty  rods  long  at  (lien 
Lake,  doing  this  in  ninety  days,  and  he  made 
$3,000  in  three  months. 

In  18()8  Mr.  Todd  was  united  in  marriage  in 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  to  Miss  Lizzie  J.  Holmes, 
daughter  of  I'hilo  Holmes, a  farmer  in  that  county. 
This  lady  had  taught  after  completing  her  school 
education   up  to  nearly  the  time  of  her  marriage. 

The  young  couple  now  came  West  and  settled 
at  Farwell,  Claire  County,  this  SUite.  where  Mr. 
Todd  engaged  in  the  hardware  business.  After 
six  years  he  was  urged  by  Mr.  Scott  Garrish  to  go 


into  the  mercantile  business  with  him.  They  es- 
tablished the  finest  store  on  that  road  and  had  a 
ti-ade  which  reached  $2,300  in  one  day,  carrying 
general  stock  and  lumber  supplies.  This  buiiness 
was  continued  for  one  year  only  at  a  profit  of 
4(20,( HH)  although  they  had  to  run  accounts  with 
many  of  their  customers.  They  sold  out  to'* Little 
Jake,*'  of  hlsu^t  Saginaw, and  disposed  of  the  whole 
busines^,  real  estate  and  all,  in  the  fall  of  1879. 

Mr.  lV)dd  then  came  to  I^nsing  and  bought  out 
Ilibbard  Ar  KhK'ksiem  and  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  with  a  nephew,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Todd  iS:  Sanl)om.  After  operating  it  for  six 
months  they  sold,  and  bought  the  grocery  store  of 
Allen  Nichols  which  they  placed  under  the  man- 
agement of  Mr.  Klocksiem  for  three  years,  i)art  of 
which  time  our  subject  spent  in  Dakota  where  he 
was  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  land.  He 
lK)ught  property  in  the  counties  of  Cass  and  La- 
Moure  from  the  Northeni  Pacific  Railroad  and 
operated  farms,  each  of  which  comprised  a  section 
of  land,  and  uj)on  them  he  raised  wheat  and  other 
grains.  He  at  one  time  owned  four  and  a  half 
sections  of  land  in  LaMoure  County  and  remained 
tlieie  for  nearlv  three  veal's.  He  still  has  land  in 
both  of  those  counties  as  well  as  real  estate  at 
Kargo  and  at  Moreliead,  and  there  is  said  to  be  no 
liner  land  in  Dakota. 

In  .lune,  lH8r>,  he  of  whom    we  write  helped  to 
oiganizt*  and  inaugurate  the  work  of  the  People's 
Savings  Hank  of  North  I^nsing,  and  for  the  first 
vear  he  was  one  its  \' ice-Presidents  and  Directors. 
He  then  withdrew  from  that  bank  and  upon  No- 
vember   1,  18H(),  he   started    the   Ingham    County 
Savings   Hank,  in   which   he  became   Cashier  and 
Director.     This   institution    has  been   remarkablv 
successful   as  it  has  nearly  doubled  its  monev  in 
live  years  besides  paying  five  per  cent,  interest  on 
deposits.     It  is  called  the  most  successful  l>ank  in 
in  the  county,  having  a  capital  of  $50,000  and  a 
surplus  of  ♦40,000   made  in  four  year's  business. 
The  President  of  this  institution  is  the  Hon.  H.  H. 
Smith,  of  .laekson.     In  connection  with  their  Imnk- 
ing  business  they  also  have  a  safety  deposit  vault 
for  the  acconimodati<m  of  the  citizens. 

Mrs.  Todd  is  a  lady  of  more  than  ordinary  abil- 
ity and  eflicieney  and  is  a  prominent  worker  in  the 
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Sunday-school  and  Ladies*  Society  of  the  Congi*e- 
gational  Cliurch,  to  which  they  belong,  and  for 
the  building  enterprise  of  which  they  gave  gener-  j 
ou«  assistanc*e.  She  presides  with  grace  and  dig- 
nity over  the  pleasant  home  on  (irand  Street,  one 
of  the  handsomest  residences  in  Lansing.  His 
political  convictions  ally  him  with  the  Republican 
party  and  he  is  an  earnest  worker  for  its  success. 
His  one  child,  Juna  May,  is  studying  in  High 
School  and  will  graduate  in  the  Class  of  *93.  She 
is  also  pursuing  the  study  of  music  in  which  she 
promises  to  be  a  proficient. 


-JE^-j"^-* 


t^#^ 


»^. 


't^T—Si'—* 


lis.  LYDIA  A.  SWEET.  A  good  woman  is 
-  one  of  the  most  gracious  gifts  of  Ciod  to 
Ift  mankind.  She  of  whom  we  write  has  been 
nobly  endowed  by  nature  and  her  native 
talents  have  \>een  polished  and  beautified  by  educ- 
ation and  culture,  and  a>  tlie  yeai-s  liave  passed 
and  chasten  in  gs  have  come  to  her  as  to  others, 
a  sweet  spiiit  of  resignation  has  settled  like  a 
benediction  over  her  cliaracter,  giving  it  a  gentle 
dignity  and  sweet  reserve.  She  has  known  the 
blessings  of  wifehood  and  motherhood,  and  has 
dignified  her  position  in  either  case.  She  is  the 
widow  of  M.  A.  Sweet  and  now  makes  her  resi- 
dence in  the  town  of  Mason,  Ingham  County, 
where  she  is  highly  respected  and  esteemed. 

Mrs.  Sweet  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  E.  Williams. 
She  was  born  in  Nortliville,  Livonia  Township, 
Wayne  County,  this  State,  April  13,  1839.  If  there 
is  anything  in  pre-natal  influences,  her  predilection 
for  intellectual  pursuits  is  accounted  for  by  the 
fact  that  her  pai^ents  were  both  teachers,  her  mother 
being  so  engaged  in  the  town  of  Nortliville  on  be- 
coming acquainted  with  Mr.  Williams.  They  were 
married  at  Northville  and  there  began  housekeep- 
ing, the  father  continuing  his  work  as  a  teacher. 
An  irrei)arable  loss  was  sustained  in  the  childhood 
of  our  subject  by  the  decease  of  her  mother,  when 
the  child  was  only  two  years  of  age.  Thereafter 
she  made  her  home  in  various  families,  and  al- 
though her  father  was  still  engaged  in  educational 


work,  she  was  under  his  loving  guardianship.  In 
those  days  it  was  not  thought  so  essential  that  a 
woman  should  receive  the  advantages  of  higher 
education,  and  Miss  Williams  did  not  enjoy  excep- 
tional opportunities  in  an  educational  way,  and 
when  only  sixteen  years  of  age — a  mere  child,  as 
one  would  say — she  was  married,  her  wedding 
being  celebrated  on  Thanksgiving  Day,  November 
25,  1855.  Her  husband  was  a  Mr.  Henry  S.  Ben- 
nett, who  was  by  occupation  a  carpenter  and 
farmer. 

Henry  S.  Bennett,  our  subject's  first  husband, 
went  to  California  in  1852  or  1853.  Losing  his 
health  there  he  returned  to  Michigan  and  his 
decease  took  place  in  1860.  There  are  no  surviv- 
ing children  as  the  issue  of  the  first  marriage 
although  our  subject  lost  one  son  at  about  the 
age  of  four  years.  His  name  was  Adelbert  and  the 
blow  was  a  severe  one.  The  original  of  our  sketch 
was  married  a  second  time,  February  2,  1861,  to 
Mr.  E.  A.  Morgan,  who  had  been  a  soldier  in  the 
Mexican  War,  and  was  also  in  the  Civil  War,  hav- 
ing enlisted  as  a  private  in  the  Fifth  Michigan 
Infantry  in  1861.  He  died  in  May,  1862,  of 
rheumatism.  There  were  no  children  of  the  sec- 
ond marriage. 

It  seemed  that  our  subject  had  seen  enough  of 
trouble  and  woe,  and  she  hoped  that  some  happi- 
ness was  yet  in  store  for  her  in  the  companionship 
of  a  true  and  good  man.  She  was  again  united  in 
marriage,  March  9,  1865,  to  Mr.  M.  E.  Sweet,  who 
was  a  prosperous  and  prominent  grocer  of  the  town 
of  Mason.  He  was  a  self-made  man  in  every  sense 
of  the  word,  and  the  striking  contrast  between  his 
slender  resources  at  the  beginning  of  his  first  ven- 
ture and  his  striking  financial  suc»cess  before  his 
decease  marks  him  to  have  been  a  jHjrson  of  ability 
and  judgment.  He  started  out  with  only  $35,  but 
this  proved  to  be  like  Aladdin's  magic  coin  that 
turned  into  gold  everything  it  touched.  Before 
his  decease  he  built  the  block  which  is  now  known 
as  the  Pioneer  Block,  and  which  at  present  is  owned 
by  his  widow,  our  subject.  Two  children  were 
the  outcome  of  this  marriage,  by  name,  Nettie  and 
Allie  M.  Nettie  was  born  in  Mason,  June  1,  1867. 
She  was  graduated  from  the  Mason  High  School 
when  she   was   eighteen   years   of   age,  and   soon 
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after  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  McMauaman,  a 
builder  and  contractor  in  his  business  calling,  and 
she  makes  her  home  at  present  in  Middlesboro, 
Ky.  She  is  the  mother  of  two  bright  and  inter- 
esting children.  The  second  child,  AUie  M.,  was 
bom  in  Mason,  March  9,  1877.  She  is  a  bright 
and  progressive  young  lady  deeply  engaged  in  the 
pureuit  of  her  studies,  being  a  student  in  the  Mason 
High  Sc^hool. 

Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  was  taken  pri.sinier 
by  the  British.  A  souvenir  of  his  prison  exjKM-i- 
ence  has  been  ti'easured  by  his  descendants.  It  was 
a  box,  elegantly  carved  by  hand,  with  the  work  of 
which  he  employed  himself  during  the  long  days 
of  his  confinement  in  piison.  This  was  owned  by 
Mi*s.  Sweet,  who  regarded  it  as  one  of  her  most 
precious  keepsakes,  luitil  the  year  1872.  when  it 
disap|)eared  from  the  house,  probably  stolen.  Mis. 
Sweet  was  again  subjeetcnl  to  the  grl(*f  of  U'reave- 
ment,  her  husband  i>a.Hsing  away  February  21, 
1880.  Mr.  Sweet  had  lK»en  a  Democrat  all  liis  life, 
but  was  never  an  ottlce-seeker. 


<;4l  )jfc.ILLTAM  LEE  CLARK,  was  horn  in  Wil- 
\/^//  mington,  III.,  January  1,  lHr>iK  and  when 
\^y^'  but  one  year  old  his  parents  removed  to 
Yorkville.  in  the  same  State.  On  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war  his  father  enlisted  in  the  army,  and 
while  away  from  lumie  our  subject  being  at  the 
time  about  four  yeai*s  of  age,  the  mother  died, 
whereupon  he  was  brought  to  tlie  home  of  his 
grandparents  in  Bunker  Hill  Township,  Ingham 
Countv,  and  here  he  remained  until  Januarv  2, 
1865,  when  he  came  to  his  present  residence  in  the 
town  of  Mason. 

As  a  boy,  he  of  whom  we  write  attended  tiie 
public  schools  of  Mason  until  July  5,  1870,  when 
he  commenced  to  learn  the  art  preservative  in  the 
Ingham  County  News  printing  otlice  under  Ken- 
dall Kittridge,  Esq.,  where  he  continued  with  the 
exception  of  a    short   time   >pent  at  school,  until 


March  31,  1873,  when  he  went  to  Lansing  and 
was  employed  on  the  Lansing  Journal  under  CoL 
George  P.  Sanford,  where  he  set  the  first  tyj)e 
placed  in  a  stick  in  the  building  now  occupied  bv 
the  State  Democrat,  In  1875  he  returned  to  Mason 
and  again  entered  school,  where  he  continued 
greatly  interested  in  his  studies  for  one  year. 
In  .lanuary,  1876,  he  went  to  Charlotte,  Eaton 
County,  and  was  there  employed  on  the  Republi- 
can for  tliree  years,  under  his  first  preceptor  in  the 
business*,  Mr.  Kittridge,  and  the  following  year  he 
continued  under  Mr.  Kittridge 's  successor,  lien. 
1).  H.  Ainger. 

Mr.  Clark  in  January,  1879,  went  to  Eaton 
Haj)ids  and  again  entered  the  employ  of  Mr.  Kit- 
tridge as  foreman  of  the  Eaton  lipids  Journal,  in 
which  position  he  remained  for  eighteen  months. 
About  this  time,  a  very  important  event  occurred 
in  his  career,  which  was  no  other  than  that  of  tak- 
ing to  himself  a  wife.  His  bride  was  Miss  Millie 
lirosseau,  of  Charlotte,  and  ttieir  nuptials  were 
solenmi/AMl  September  23,  1880.  Immediately  after 
marriage  our  subject  went  to  North  Lansing,  where 
for  two  months  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  firm 
of  Clark  cV  Lewis.who  were  engaged  in  the  drug  and 
grocery  business.  This  firm  failing  in  business  he 
returned  to  his  old  home  in  Mason,  and  in  the 
latter  part  of  February.  1881,  again  commenced 
work  upon  the  pai)er  where  he  l)egan  to  learn  his 
profession  but  this  time  taking  a  position  as  fore- 
man instead  of  ap|)rentice.  Thus  he  was  engaged 
for  nearly  nine  years. 

Dining  his  residence  in  Mason  Mrs.  Millie  Clark 
die<i  January  22,  1882,  and  was  interred  at  Grand 
Kapids.  December  3,  1885,  he  was  married  in  Mastm 
to  Miss  Delia  llarber  and  lives  i)leasantly  in  a  com- 
f(u*table,  though  not  expensive  home  in  that  city. 

In  September,  I8H9,  the  originaC  of  our  sketch 
pmchased  tlie  interest  of  D.  1*.  Whitmore  in  the 
Ingham  Countif  Demorrfft,  the  firm  now  l)e«ring  the 
name  of  W.  L.  Clark  tVr  Co.,  Mr.  A.  L.  Rose,  who 
learned  his  trade  in  theottice  and  who  has  held  all 
the  positions  from  "devil"  to  proprietor,  being  the 
*"  Company."  The  business  of  the  pai)er  has  con- 
stantly increased  under  its  present  management, 
last  year  being  the  most  prosperous  in  its  history 
and    this   year    prcmiises    to  be  a  still    l>etter    one. 


M'~V       /  ' 
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Vlr.  Clark  is  Financial  Secretary  of  the  Mason 
Building  and  Savings  Association,  where  he  is 
serving  his  fourth  year.  He  has  been  an  officer  of 
:;his  association  from  its  organization,  having  been 
30th  Vice-President  and  President.  He  of  whom 
we  write  has  a  reputation  in  the  community  of 
yeing  an  "  all  *round  good  fellow,'*  with  whom 
jverbody  likes  to  associate. 


I 


11^  AYTON    J.   BUCK.     The   stirring  young 
business  men  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County, 
are  a  power  which  cannot  be  ignored  in 
'■^  studying   the   history  either   commercial, 

•ociai  or  educational  of  the  city  of  Lansing.  They 
mpart  to  its  every  department  of  activity  a  vital- 
ty  which  is  productive  of  great  results.  It  is  not 
lone  what  they  do,  although  that  is  worth  our 
>bservation,  but  more  than  that  is  implied  in  the 
nfluence  which  thej'  exert  and  the  atmosphere 
vhich  they  create. 

Mr.  Buck,  who  is  the  present  City  Treasurer  and 
me  of  the  most  prominent  of  our  active  business 
nen,  is  the  son  of  Daniel  W.  Buck  of  whom  our 
eaders  will  be  pleased  to  know  more  by  referring 
-0  his  biography  which  will  be  found  in  this 
volume.  The  son  was  bom  in  I^nsing,  August 
J2,  1854,  and  having  grown  to  manhood  here  is 
tnown  to  every  one  in  the  city.  He  completed 
\x\s  schooling  at  the  city  High  School  and  Bartlett*s 
business  College.  In  1872  he  bought  a  stock  of 
umiture  in  North  Lansing  and  engaged  in  the 
ale  of  that  class  of  goods.  For  eight  months  he 
arried  on  this  business  and  then  sold  it  out  to 
nter  the  employ  of  his  father,  serving  him  as 
ookkeeper  until  1875,  when  he  formed  a  partner- 
^ip  with  his  father  in  the  furniture  business  and 
^  1885  became  the  sole  proprietor  of  the  establish- 
ment. Besides  this  branch  of  business  he  also  acts 
*  funeral  director  and  is  building  up  an  excellent 
•Usiness  in  this  line,  for  which  he  is  well  adapted. 

The  building  in  which  Mr.  Buck's  business  is 
*^iTied  on  was  erected  some  years  ago,  but  it  was 
^proved  and  a  new  front  added  in  1890.  In  May 


of  the  same  year  Mr.  Buck  took  as  a  partner  in  his 
business  his  brother  Bailey  M.  thus  making  the 
firm  M.  J.  &  B.  M.  Buck.  He  has  a  double  store, 
measuring  44x267  feet  upon  the  ground  and  it  is 
well  filled  with  a  fine  line  of  goods;  an  elevator 
adds  to  the  conveniences  of  the  establishment 
which  covers  three  floors  and  other  modern  con- 
veniences are  added  to  make  this  store  popular 
and  commodious.  The  arrangement  is  exception- 
ally good  and  it  is  by  far  the  largest  establishment 
of  its  kind  in  Central  Michigan,  outside  of  Grand 
Rapids.  Up  to  1889  the  firm  also  carried  on  the 
manufacture  of  furniture,  making  a  large  variety 
of  excellent  wares,  but  closed  out  this  branch  of 
the  business  at  that  time. 

In  times  of  afiSiction  an  added  pang  is  often 
inflicted  upon  those  in  sorrow  through  the  mistakes 
and  awkwardness  and  possible  lack  of  consideration 
on  the  part  of  one  who  has  the  funeral  in  charge, 
and  for  this  reason  a  man  like  Mr.  Buck,  who 
makes  a  study  of  his  business  and  whose  kindly 
heart  impels  him  to  lighten  the  burden  of  othere, 
is  doubly  welcome  in  the  house  of  sorrow.  Mr. 
Buck  is  always  sought  for  in  this  capacity,  as  his 
though tfuln  ess  is  thoroughly  appreciated  by  those 
who  have  had  to  pass  through  the  dark  shadows 
of  life.  In  this  connection  it  is  well  to  remark 
that  Mr.  Buck  has  been  made  the  President  of  the 
State  Association  of  Funeral  Director,  which  met 
in  Traverse  City  in  August,  1891. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Buck  to  Miss  Lizzie  A. 
Allen,  daughter  of  Abraham  Allen,  took  place 
February  8,  1878,  but  their  happy  wedded  life  was 
brief  as  the  beloved  wife  was  taken  away  by  death 
November  7,  1880.  Baile}'  M.  Buck  the  junior 
member  of  the  firm  was  bom  in  Lansing,  December 
28,  1865,  and  was  here  reared  and  educated,  grad- 
uating at  Bartlett's  Business  College.  He  then 
became  book-keeper  for  his  father  and  brother 
until  1888,  after  which  he  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  William  VanBuren  (now  United  States 
Marshal)  in  the  manufacturing  of  furniture  at  the 
Buck  Furniture  F'actory.  After  operating  this  bus- 
iness for  a  year,  they  sold  it  out  and  in  May,  1890 
Bailey  M.  became  a  partner  with  his  brother  in  tlie 
present  firm. 

M.  J.  Buck  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  lodges 
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and  Knights  Templar  in  which  order  he  U&a  fur 
eleven  yeai*?*  hehl  office,  and  now  i?*  l*aj*l  Knii- 
nenl  Commander.  He  isi  a  charter  nieml>erand  an 
official  in  tlie  Order  of  Klk}<  and  i^^  tlie  father  of 
the  Boat  Club  whieli  he  re-orj^anized  in  1882  and 
of  which  he  has  Iwen  President  for  two  vears.  The 
(irand  River  Boat  Club  was  tii*!*t  orjjanized  in  1872, 
which  organization  is  a  member  of  the  North- 
western Amateur  Rowing  .Vssociation.  Mr.* Buck 
is  the  Vice-President  of  the  Executive  lk)ard.  He 
has  l>een  tilling  the  office  of  City  Treasurer  for  two 
ti^rms,  which  {H)sition  was  forced  ui>on  him,  as  he 
preferre<l  t4>  devote  himself  entirely  to  his]j)rivMte 
business.  His  politi(*al  affiliations  are  with  the 
Democratic  party  and  in  its  future  he  fecl>  a 
strong  confidence. 

In  connection  with  his  sketch  mav  U*  found    a 
lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Buck. 


•»* 


c 


is  HARLES  D.  D()D(4i:.  Ihe  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch  is  a  man  who  luis 
attained  considerable  prominence  in  the 
capital  city  by  reason  of  his  intelligence  and  pro- 
gressive tendencies  and  also  his  genial,  frank  and 
winning  ways.  He  is  the  engineer  of  the  city 
water- works  and  has  U'en  so  engaged  since  1 88.'). 
He  has  a  very  pleasant  home  at  117  Larch  Street, 
N.  He  was  born  at  Ipswich,  Mass..  November  10, 
1841).  Coming  to  this  city  in  the  meridian  of  his 
manhood  he  was  well  fitted  t*)  Uike  a  leading  place 
in  the  ccmduct  of  municipal  affairs. 

Our  sid>jecCs  father,  Hervey  Dodge,  was  a  native 
of  Beverlv,  Mass.,  and  his  irrand father,  Samuel 
Dodge,  who  was  also  born  in  Mjussachusetts,  wjis  of 
English  desceiit.  He  was  in  the  War  of  1812. 
though  he  had  followed  the  sea  from  boyhotxl. 
He  was  owner  and  captain  of  a  vessel  that  i>licd 
l)etween  lioston  and  the  West  Indies.  On  the  re- 
turn from  one  of  his  trips  he  was  taken  sick  an<l 
died,  while  still  comparatively  young.  His  wife, 
whose  name  l)efore  her  marria<;e  was  Elizal)eth 
Dane  and  a  native  of  Massachusetts,  was  a  sister  of 
Nathan  Dane,  a  prominent  attorney  in  that  State. 


The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  cabinetmaker  aud 
a  manufacturer  of  furnituiv  at  I'tica.  N.  Y..  ami 
from  there  he  went  to  Akron,  Ohio,  thence  to 
Ol>erlin  jis  a  pioneer,  and  he  and  his  wife  were 
the  lii>il  couple  married  in  Ol>erlin,  Lorain  Cimntv. 
Ohio,  by  President  Mahan.  Ijiter  he  l^eciame  a 
manufaetin-er  of  furniture  in  Olierlin.  was  bunied 
out  thrci*  times  and  sufTei-ed  heavy  losse.<.  Ilf 
also  ran  a  siwmill  and  at  last  liecame  blind,  tak- 
ing'' cohi  while  at  work  in  the  sawmill.  Intlam- 
mation  set  in  in  his  eyes  and  by  taking  over-dose? 
of  eah)mel.  he  bei*ame  salivated  and  blindness  re- 
sulted. He  was,  lH)wever,  so  ambitious  that  he  still 
continued  to  work  at  his  tnide  and  so  delicate  did 
hi«i  sense  of  touch  lK»come  that  he  was  enabled  to  do 
the  linesl  work.  He  joined  his  children  in  Mich- 
igan in  1880  and  here  died  in  1883  at  the  age  of 
sevenlv-seven  vears.     He  had  for  man v  years  l»een 

■  •  •       • 

a  member  of  the  Cimgregational  Church. 

Mr.  Dodtre's  mother  wiu*,  in  her  maiden  davs, a 
Miss  Angeline  Stevens.  She  was  lH)rn  in  Brattle- 
boro.  N.  IL.  and  was  a  daughter  of  Bradstrett 
Stevens,  who  was  a  native  of  New  Hami>shire  or 
Connectieiit.  He  was  a  farmer  in  the  northern 
part  of  \'ermont  and  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  at 
Oberlin,  Ohio,  where  he  cleared  a  farm.  The  gen- 
tleman was  one  of  the  principals  in  organizing  the 
Oberlin  College,  iKMUg  jiss<K»iated  with  Pres^ident 
.Mahan.  and  was  one  of  the  lii'st  Directors.  He 
was  of  Scotch  descent  aiid  a  meml>er  of  the  C<»n- 
gregational  Church.  His  wife  was,  l»efoiv  her 
niarriaire.  a  Miss  Bet»»*ev  llartwell,  also  of  Scotch 
descent  and  a  representative  of  a  prominent  family. 

The  mother  of    the  original  of    our  sketch   went 
to  Ohio  when  about  sixteen  years  of  age  and  w.ns 
educated    at  OU'rlin    College.     She  taught   sc1um)1 
for    veal's  and    died    in    188<)  while  on  a   visit  to 
Cleveland,  ()hii>,  to  her  daughter.     She  was  at  that 
time  an   <Ktogenarian;  she  was  buried  at  l^msing. 
.Mr.  Dodge  is  one  of  six  children,  there  beinij  five 
sons  and   one  dauyhtcr.     All  are  still   livinsr  and 
all    reside    in    Michigan    excepting    the  daughter, 
whose    home    i>    in  Cleveland.     He  of    whom  we 
write  is    the  second    vouni»est  child    au<l  thi*  onlv 
one    l)orn    in    ^lassachusetts.      He    was    reared    in 
Oberlin. 

The  metal  of  which  our  subject  is  made  is  shown 
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in  the  fact  th?it  during  war  times  he  left  home  and 
determining  to  get  as  near  the  iield  of  battle  as 
possible,  ran  as  newsboy  when  only  fourteen  years 
of  age  on  the  Wabash  and  Michigan  Southern 
Railroad.  He  ran  between  Toledo  to  the  State 
line  of  Missouri  and  from  Toledo  to  Chicago.  He 
was  so  employed  for  about  two  ye&vs  and  then  Ikj- 
came  brakeman  on  the  Lake  Shore  <fe  ]VIichigan 
Southern  between  Cleveland  and  Toledo.  P^igh- 
teen  months  were  spent  in  this  way  and  he  was 
then  put  on  as  an  extra  baggagemaster  on  the  same 
point  and  railroad.  During  this  time  he  witnessed 
some  terrible  casualties,  having  been  in  two  acci- 
dents, one  at  Bellevue,  Ohio,  in  which  several  of 
the  passengers  were  killed,  and  the  other  the  mem- 
oi-able  accident  of  the  Lake  Shore  <fe  Michigan 
Southern  at  Elkhart,  Ind. 

When  a  little  over  eighteen  our  subject  was  ad- 
vanced to  the  i)08ition  of  fireman  on  the  Clove- 
land  &  Pittsburg  Railroad  and  remained  in  this 
position  for  four  yeai-s  and  eight  months.  He 
then  became  engineer  and  was  thus  employed  for 
eleven  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  resigned 
and  entered  the  employ  of  the  Nickle  Plate  road 
between  Buffalo,  New  York  and  Chicago  as  engin- 
eer on  a  construction  train.  After  a  short  time  he 
ran  as  engineer  between  Bellevue  and  Ft.  Wayne, 
and  remained  there  until  he  left  railroading,  re- 
signing in  1882.  He  was  about  twenty-one  years 
on  the  road  and  although  in  three  different  acci- 
dents he  had  collided  witli  other  trains  he  was 
never  hurt. 

In  1882  the  original  of  our  sketch  started  in  the 
coal  and  wood  business  in  this  city.  For  one  year 
he  conducted  the  business  alone  and  then  took  in- 
to partnership  Lawrence  Price,  and  the  business 
was  done  under  the  firm  name  of  Price  &  Dodge 
until  1885.  At  that  time  he  sold  out  his  interest 
and  soon  after  was  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Water  Works  as  engineer  and  lias  since  had  charge 
of  this  branch  of  the  city  government.  The 
Worthington  pump  is  employed  in  these  water 
works  which  are  of  high  and  low  pressure  and  are 
supplied  with  two  independent  condensers.  They 
have  a  capacity  of  three  million  gallons  and  liave 
a  motive  power  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  horse 
power.     The  stand-pipe  is  one  hundred  and  fifty- 


two  feet  in  height,  while  the  diameter  inside  is 
eighteen  feet  It  has  a  capacity  of  two  thousand 
gallons  to  the  foot.  The  care  of  these  interests 
take  all  of  his  time  and  attention.  Mr.  Dodge  pat- 
ented a  boiler  cleaner  in  August,  1890.  It  is  called 
the  Dodge  Automatic  Boiler  Cleaner.  He  has  also 
altered  the  condensers  used  in  the  city  so  that  they 
make  a  different  style  of  spray. 

Mr.  Dodge's  marriage  took  place  in  Salem,  Col- 
umbiana County,  Ohio,  in  1879,  at  which  time  he 
was  united  in  matrimony  to  Miss  Arta  Snyder, 
who  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  but  reared  and 
educated  in  Salem,  Ohio,  where  she  taught  school 
nine  years  previous  to  her  marriage.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  five  children — 
Charles  A.,  Frederick  W.,  Frank  H.  and  Helen  E. 
Don  M.  died  in  early  childhood  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  months. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  belongs  to  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and 
for  many  years  he  has  belonged  to  the  Division  of 
Brotherhood  Locomotive  Engineers.  Dr.  Dodge 
afi91iates  with  the  Democratic  element  and  has  been 
a  frequent  delegate  to  both  county  and  State  con- 
ventions. He  is  a  member  of  the  Fifth  Ward  City 
Committee  and  whether  in  politics  or  the  particular 
line  of  his  own  business,  he  is  an  ardent  and  en- 
thusiastic worker. 

It  ma}'  be  of  interest  to  many  to  know  that  the 
water  that  is  supplied  by  the  city  of  Lansing  is 
obtained  from  artesian  wells.  There  are  fourteen 
in  all  that  vary  in  depth  from  thirty-five  to  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  deep.  The  water  that  is 
obtained  from  these  sources  is  exceptionally  pure 
and  is  quite  as  satisfactory  as  any  system  in  use  in 
the  State.  The  water  that  is  kept  in  the  pipes  is 
only  sufficient  for  force  pressure  and  can  be  readily 
shut  off. 


,•9) 
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^  AMES  A.  SHERWOOD.     It  must  l>e  a  great 
satisfaction  to  a  man    in    going  through  so 
beautiful  a   town    as   is   Mason,   located  in 
Ingham  County,    this   State,  to  feel  that  he 
has   been    instrumental   in    upbuilding   the  place, 


821 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


tliat  il^  siilK^tant'ial  building  are  in  a  »^reat  de^TOO 
the  work  of  liis  hands  and  tliat  the  idea.**  of  c*oni- 
fort  in  the  manner  of  living,  have  l)een  Ins  own 
suggestions.  Our  subject  is  a  contractor  and 
builder,  making  liis  home  in  Mason,  and  lie.  in 
conm^ction  with  the  firm  with  wliich  he  is  ass4>- 
ciated.  has  put  up  the  largest  numl>er  of  buiblintjfs 
and  of  the  l>est  claxs,  that  the  town  lH)ast>.  lie 
himself  owns  a  very  pleasant  home  in  the  town  and 
is  the  head  of  a  family  that  adds  «ri***Htlv  to  tlie  so- 
cial  standin<r  of  the  place. 

Mr.  Sherwood  was  born  at  Bvron,  (Jenesce 
County,  X.  V.,  May  27,  1834.  lie  thesonof  .John 
and  Ann  (Van  Brunt)  SherwfK>d,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut  and  the  latter  of  New  York. 
The  father  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  tlie  fii-st 
ideas  that  our  subject  received  of  the  busines*^  to 
which  he  now  devotes  himself  were  acquired  un- 
der the  guidinu:  hand  of  that  skilled  workman. 
.lohn  Sherwood  was  a  soldiei*  in  the  War  of  1812. 
He  resided  near  Buffalo  and  oflfeied  his  servico  nt 
four  different  times  to  ])rotect  the  Stale  from  the 
incui*sions  of  the  British.  lie  survived  until  18(;(;. 
and  was  about  seventy-three  years  of  ajj^e  jit  the 
time  of  his  decease,  lie  left  t\  widow  and  eiijht 
children,  of  which  our  subject  is  the  third  in  order 
of  birth.  Six  of  the  family  are  >till  livinii:  and 
wherever  they  are  located,  have  made  useful  and 
honorable  members  of  society.  One  of  our  >nl)- 
ject's  brothers,  (ieorge  W..  wlio  now  live>  in  .Inck- 
son  Comity,  served  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion 
for  four  years  and  a  half,  and  the  jiaternal  i^^rand- 
father.  Nathan  Sherwood,  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  for  a  period  of  seven  yeai"s.  and  was 
with  Washin^fton's  Army  durino:  the  memorable 
winter  spent  at  Valley  Korge. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  worked  with  his 
father  at  his  trade  for  a  {HM-iod  of  a  year  or  more 
after  he  was  grown.  His  marriage  took  place  De- 
cember 1,  18r)8,  his  bride  beinsr  Miss  Matilda  E. 
Smith,  a  native  of  Kngland,  in  which  country  she 
was  iM^rn  .January  (J,  183f).  She  uas  a  daughter  of 
(fCorge  K.  Smith,  and  came  t4)  America  with  her 
parent-5  when  alM>ut  seven  years  of  age.  .lames 
Sherwood  followed  his  occupation  until  his  enlist- 
ment in  the  War  <»f  the  Rebellion  which  (K'curred 
in  l)eceml>er,  18(>1.     After  about  fourteen  months' 


service  he  was  disc»harged  on  account  of  disabilitv. 
He  was  in  the  liattle  of  Cedar  Mountain,  also  at 
HappahanutK'k  Bridge,  at  Thoroughfaiv  (iap.  at 
the  fight  of  the  s^'i^ond  Bull  Run,  and  at  Chantill y. 
He  enlisted  again  in  l)ecemlx»r  1873,  and  this  time 
he  remained  with  the  annv    until  ()ct«l>er  5,  1865. 

• 

and  during  this  |K»riod  was  in  the  liattle  of  Cold 
Hnrbor.  and  then  in  front  of  Petersburg,  and  at 
Ream>  Station,  where  <me-half  of  their  cori)s  werv 
captiued.  He  was  a  particiimnt  in  many  skir- 
mishes, too  numerous  to  mention,  and  it  was  a  fa- 
milinr  trick  to  dig  holes  in  the  ground  to  keep  out 
of  range  of  bui>ting  shells.  The  fii*si  time  he  en- 
li>te<l  he  wa>  a  memU»r  of  the  One  lIundrtMl  aa<l 
Fiftii  Infantry,  Company  K,  and  the  second  time 
he  1h' longed  to  Ccmipany  I,  of  the  Kighth  Heavy 
Nt'w  York  .Vrtillerv.  He  who  so  loyally  gave  hi." 
time  and  took  the  chanci»s  )f  war,  is  the  I'ccipient 
of  a  pension,  of  which  he  is  more  than  deservino:. 

The  month  after    returning   to  his  family  from 
the  wnr.  he    moved  his    household  gods  and  giKxIs 
to  N'evav   Township.    In<rham    County,  this  State, 
where  two  children   were    l)orn,    two   having  pre- 
viously lu»en  born  in   New  York  State.     Carrie  H,. 
the  eldest   daughter,   born    Oct<^)l>er    1,   1859,  is  a 
teacher  in  the  schools   of    Mas(m,    from    which  she 
u:iadnate(|.     She    has    Ikhmi    verv  successful  in  the 
educational  work,  as    is    proven    by  her  continued 
empioymcMit  in   the    schools    of    Mason,  where  she 
has  bi'en  teachinir  for   several    years.     Nellie,  who 
wa>  born  September   8.    18()(),  l>ecame   the  wife  ('f 
William  Woodbine,  and   died    February  28,  188.'): 
Ada,  Imuii  in   Michigan,  July    G,    1868,  is  the  wife 
of  .lohn    N.   Smith.     She    is    the    mother  of   tw<» 
bright  and  interesting  childi'en.     Her  family  niakej* 
their  home  in    Mason;    Irene,    lK)rn    July  3,  1870. 
died    at    the    age    of    ninet<?en   and    was    greatly 
mourned  by  her  youiiij  friends  with  whcmi  she  had 
been  ass(H*iated  in  school  and  society  as  wellasliev 
own  immediate  family.     She  had    gi*aduated  fi'Oi^'^ 
the  .Mason    llii»h    School    the    same    year  in  whif^^ 
she  died. 

Our  snl>ject  entered   the    ])artnei"ship    of  Pi»ek    *- 
Sherwood,  in    1871,  the   firm   having   lK»en  instr"*^  ^* 
mental  in  erecting  some    of    the    lx*st  buildings  w-  ^ 
.Mason.     They  handle  all    manner  of  building  m^* 
terial,  a n<l  are  closely  connected    with  the  STOwt   * 


PORTRAIT  AND  BICX^RAPIIIC  AL   ALBUM. 


325 


of  the  town.  He  of  whom  we  write  has  ever  taken 
a  lively  interest  in  politics,  favoring  the  tactics  of 
the  Democratic  party,  lie  has  lieen  Treasurer  in 
^lason  for  three  terms,  lie  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fmternity,  and  like  most  of  those  who 
took  part  in  the  terrible  struggle  between  North 
and  South,  is  a  member  of  the  (irand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  He  is  a  Knight  of  Pythias,  a  Knight  of 
Honor,  and   also  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arcanum. 


^^  KIBKN    B.  HILLIAHD.     Our   subject,    al- 
though the  proprietor  of  one  hundred  and 


^\  forty  acres  of  good  land  on  section  8,  Del- 
^phi  Township,  Ingham  County,  has  for 
many  years  devoted  himself  to  the  noble  calling  of 
teaching.  His  has  l»een  the  sacred  privilege  to  take 
young  minds  and  develop  and  cultivate  them,  see- 
ing them  grow  from  formless  disembodied  shapes 
to  things  of  h)veliness.  and  the  training  of  the 
moral  life  he  has  always  considered,  not  of  secon- 
dary  importance  but  the  prime  object  in  his  work. 
First  of  all,  a  child  must  have  principles  of  honor 
and  high-toned  purity  ingrained  into  its  whole 
knowledge  and  l)eing  l)efor(  any  kind  of  a  l>eauti- 
ful  structure  of  intelligence  can  l>e  erected.  This, 
he  of  whom  we  have  the  ])leasure  of  writing  this 
short  sketch,  has  done. 

Mr.  Hilliard  was  Innn  in  Chenango  County, 
N.  Y.,  March  2,  1842,  and  is  the  son  of  I)enniM>n 
H.  and  Hannah  (Harvey)  Hilliard,  the  father  a  na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  born  Ai>ril  3,  1789,  and  of 
English  ancestry,  and  the  mother  !)eing  l)orn  No- 
vember 21,  1808,  having  her  native  place  in  New 
York  State.  He  of  whom  we  write  was  about  four 
yeai*s  of  age  when  hi*^  parents  removed  from  their 
first  home  to  Delphi  Township,  about  the  year  1846. 
Here  he  was  reared  on  a  farm,  receiving  the  basis 
<»f  his  education  in  the  ("(mimon  schools,  after  which 
he  attended  a  select  school  nnd  finished  at  the 
High  School  at  Lansing,  this  State. 

Mr.  Hilliard  !)egan  his  career  as  a  teacher  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  his  first  eftorts  in  this  direc- 
tion l)eing  in  the  country  schools  of  his  <nvn  town- 


ship. His  wintei*s  were  occupied  in  pedagogic  work 
and  the  summei-s  in  the  work  incident  to  a  farm, 
in  planting,  cultivating  and  harvesting,  for  which 
he  had  a  great  liking.  He  finally,  however,  aluin- 
doned  country  teaching  and  for  the  past  twenty 
veal's  has  l)een  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  graded 
schools  in  different  cities.  The  perfectly  outlined 
coui-se  of  study  employed  at  the  present  time,  with 
the  new  theories  in  vogue  in  regard  to  mental 
training,  have  a  fascination  for  one  who  has  en- 
gaged for  some  time  in  the  work  of  a  teacher,  for 
it  has  greatly  improved,  at  least  in  the  scope  of 
work  if  not  always  in  general  thoroughness  upon 
the  young  mind. 

Our  subject's  marriage  took  place  August  25, 
187i>,  his  bride  l>eing  Miss  Augusta  ^I.  Smith,  a 
danghter  of  Frederick  F.  and  Jane  K.(Ra>s)  Smith. 
She  was  born  in  Ionia  County,  Mich.,  Decem Ik* r  16, 
1858.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  New  York.  By 
this  marriage  there  are  two  children  who  have 
come  to  gladden  the  homes  and  hearts  of  their 
parents.  The  eldest,  Fred  S.,  was  l)orn  January  21, 
1882,  and  the  younger,  Robert  B.,  first  opened  his 
eyes  November-  30,  1883.  They  are  both  bright 
and  intelligent  lads,  having  for  their  yeai"s  made 
marked  i)rogress  both  in  getting  strong  physiques 
and  in  the  development  of  their  minds. 

The  original  of  our  sketc^h  was  formerly  a  Dem- 
oi'rat  but  of  lat<j  veal's  he  has  affiliated  with  the 
memU^'s  of  the  Farmer's  Alliance;  striving  to  seek 
for  himself,  as  well  as  to  help  his  brother  farmei's 
do  the  same,  a  deei>er  appreciation  among  the  peo- 
ple at  large  of  the  im|}ortance  of  the  agricultural 
class.  Mr.  Hilliard  Inis  several  times  served  as 
SchfKjl  lnsi>ector,  and  has  Ixicn  the  means  of  bring- 
ing about  many  reforms  and  much  improvement 
in  the  district  schools  in  the  county  to  which  he 
belongs.  Although  interested  that  the  county,  and 
es|)ecially  the  part  of  it  in  which  he  resides,  should 
have  the  best  local  government  and  the  men  In^st 
fitted  for  the  places  to  be  at  the  head,  he  has  never 
in  any  sense  !)een  a  politician.  He  is  a  memlK»r  of 
the  Disciples  Church  and  is  a  generous  and  devoted 
ui)holder  of  the  belief  and  doctrines  of  that  !>ody. 
Our  subject's  father  was  twice  married,  first  June 
IJ),  1817,  to  Polly  Ann  Miner  who  was  l>orn  May 
22.    17'J7.   and    died  ^fanuary    13.    1837.    having 
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been  the  mother  of  eleven  children.  Mr.  Hilliard 
was  again  married  February  5,  1838,  to  Hannah 
Harvey  by  whom  he  had  eight  children.  He  de- 
parted this  life  April  25,  1871,  aged  eighty-two 
years,  and  his  wife  died  some  years  later.  In  this 
large  family  of  nineteen  children  Reiil)en  was  the 
fourteenth  in  order  of  birth.  Their  names  and 
dates  are  as  follows:  Diantha,  born  January  iK  1818. 
Lydia,  December  29,  1819;  Amos,  June  21.  1821; 
Denison  M.,  May  2,  1823;  Nelson,  NoveniluT  (J, 
1824;  Cynthia  Eunice,  December  8,  1826;  Polly 
Angelina,  May  14,  1829;  Martha  S.,  January  30, 
1831;  Jackson  M.,  September  16,  1832;  Honry  K., 
September  5,  1835;  Charles  M.,  January  6,  1837; 
Amanda,  July  25,  1839;  Lee,  February  4,  1841; 
Reuben  B.,  our  subject;  Emily  C,  December  22, 
1843;  James  K.  P.,  May  3,  1845;  Lucy  M.,  April 
10,  1847;  Arabella  A.,  November  7,  184D;  Elenor 
A.,  January  30,  1852. 

Mr.  Hilliard*s  wife  is  the  second  in  a  family  of 
four  children,  all  of  whom  are  girls.  They  are  El- 
vira S.,  Mi's.  Hilliard,  Amelia  and  Elenore.  The 
eldest  daughter  married  John  McCarthy  and 
makes  her  home  at  Grand  Rapids;  Amelia  married 
Thomas  McCarthy,  a  brother  of  her  eldest  sister's 
husband,  also  of  Grand  Rapids;  Elenore  married 
Herbert  Hartsuflf  and  lives  in  Livingston  County. 


^^^  AI^.  (;E0R(;E  fowler,  it  is  with  sincere 
pleasure  that  the  biographer  responds  to 
^\£>f'  the  call  to  give  the  life  facts  in  regard  to 
any  of  our  fellow  citizens  who  fought  for  the  honor 
of  the  old  flag,  during  the  dark  days  of  the  Civil 
War.  The  old  blue  coat,  which  is  now  l)ecominga 
thing  of  the  past  uix>n  our  public  thoroughfares, 
ever  awakens  a  throb  of  genuine  exultation  and 
the  spirit  of  reverential  admiration,  and  in  our 
heartjs  if  not  in  the  eve  of  man  the  eini)tv  sleeve 
and  the  faded  old  coat  receive  our  JMnnage. 

The  good  captain  whose  name  n|»peai-s  nt  the 
head  of  this  paragraph,  is  one  of  the  citizens  of 
Lansing  who  has  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him. 
He  was  born  in  (ycnei-eo,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y. 


upon  the  22d  of  July,  1835,  and  in  the  spring  of 
the  following  year  he  came  West  with  his  parents* 
to  this  place  now  known  as  Fowlerville,  Mich.  His 
father  Hon.  Ralph  Fowler,  was  bom  in  Trenton, On- 
eida Ccmnty,  N.  y.,()ctol)er  26, 1808,  and  his  grand- 
father Walter,  who  was  a  native  of  Massachusetts 
and  a  Major  in  the  war  of  1812,  was  a  son  of  Capt 
David,  who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Maj. 
Walter  was  a  lumlierman  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y. 
and  he  married  Lucy  Campbell,  who  was  bom  in 
South  wick,  Mass.,  in  1772  and  became  Mrs.  Fowler 
in  17i)2. 

Tlii>  wedded  pair  journeyed  to  Oneida  County, 
in  1798  and  settled  in  Steul)en  and  in  1808  tliev 
located  in  Trenton,  where  the  Major  died  about 
1H41.  Rali)h  Fowler  grew  up  on  the  farm,  attend- 
ing school  during  the  winters,  and  at  the  age  of 
tweutv-two  !)egan  life  for  himself.  After  one  vear 
he  rented  a  farm  with  his  brother-in-law  and  car- 
ried on  a  dairy  business  for  two  years  successfully. 
I'pon  the  I  Uh  of  April  1832,  he  was  married  to 
Martha  Smith.  In  1833  tiiey  came  to  Geneseo, 
Livingston  Countv.  N.  Y..  and  for  one  vear  rented 
a  farm  of  (ien.  Wadsworth.  after  which  Mr.  Fowler 
became  home  agent  for  the  General,  having  charge 
of  a  part  of  his  largest  estate.  He  S|)ent  two  years 
in  his  service  and  acquired  during  that  time  a  fair 
education  as  the  General  sent  him  for  three  nights 
of  each  week  during  half  of  the  one  year  to  night 
school. 

In  1835  Ralph  Fowler   found  himself  j)08sessed 
of  $2,000,  and  coming  to  Michigan  made  a  home 
for  himself  by  buying  one  section  of  (jovernraent 
land   at  Fowlerville,  and   the  following  year  he 
I)rought  his  family.  Two  other  families  then  forro^d 
the  population  of  this  township,  namely  the  Hau- 
dys  and  the  Metcalfs.     Mr.  Fowler  took  an  active 
part  in  organizing  the  township  of  Handy  and  was 
its  tii-st  Suj)ervisor.  holding  that  office  for  many 
years  and  iMicoming  one  of  its  prominent  men.  H^ 
imju'oved  his  land  and  laid  out  and  named  the  vL^' 
lage  of  Fowlerville.     He  was  active  in  the  construe" 
ti<ui  of  the  wagon    road   between   Fowlerville  an  ^ 
Howell  and  was  very  lilj<*ral  to  all  chuix'h  and  l^erP-  * 
evolent  objects. 

The  father  (►f  our  su!)ject  represented  his  distrif'  ^ 
in  this    legislature    in    the    session    of    1843-4^ 
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and  again  in  that  of  1851-52  and  ali«o  in 
thi*  special  session  of  1854.  and  was  ebainuan  of 
varions  important  committees.  He  was  a  *M'ed  hot 
Demoemt"  and  influential  in  his  party,  and  he  was 
an  active  worker  and  Chiss-Leader  in  the  Methodist 
Epiwiopal  Church.  In  laying  out  Fowlerville  he 
platted  forty  {u»res  in  the  village  and  gave  away 
every  other  lot  to  anv  man  who  would  build  a 
home  upon  it.  He  built  the  fii*sl  store  and  followed 
it  up  with  numerous  other  edifices.  He  continued 
farming  and  dealing  in  real  estate  until  his  death 
which  took  place,  September  2(5,   1887. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  l)ore  the  maiden 
of  Martha  Smith,  was  a  daughter  of  John  Smith  a 
farmer  and  a  l)urner  of  limestone  in  Herkimer 
County,  X.  V.  After  her  death  which  took  place 
in  1844,  Mr.  Fowler  married  Mrs.  Mary  (Smith) 
Fowler,  who  was  l)orn  in  N.  Y.,  and  died  October 
3,  1887.  By  the  fii'st  marriage  there  were  the  fol- 
lowing children.  (Jeorge.  Lucy,  who  died  in  1863; 
Charles,  who  resides  in  Fowlerville;  Joanna,  Mi*s. 
Palmerton;  Walter  B.  who  died  in  infancy;  and 
Walter  the  second,  who  also  died. 

The  boyhood  of  i>ur  subject  wa<  |)as.sed  in  Fow- 
lerville amidst  the  surroundings  of  pioneer  life. 
He  remembei*s  when  this  part  of  the  country  was  a 
wild  waste  and  game  was  plentiful.  He  was  early 
set  to  work,  but  had  the  privilege  of  attending 
school  in  the  wintt»r  at  the  log  s<»hoolhouses  whose 
slab  lynches  and  quill  i)ens  havt^  gone  quitc^  out  of 
date.  While  still  quite  a  little  lad  he  used  to  haul 
wheat  to  Detroit,  and  bring  g<K)ds  back  io  Fowler- 
ville. 

Henrietta  S.  L.  Ple^a  native  of  (iermany,  l>e(»4^me 
the  wife  of  our  subject  at  (ienoa,  Mich..  July  3, 
1855.  Her  father  Dr.  Andrew  Pless,  was  a  surgeon 
in  the  (rerman  Army,  who  cJime  to  Livingston 
County,  Mich.,  and  bought  a  farm  in  Genoa  Town- 
ship. The  young  couple  made  their  first  home  to- 
j^ther  upon  a  farm  in  Handy  Township,  and  then 
for  two  years  had  charge  of  a  hotel  at  Brighton. 

The  army  n»cord  of  Mr.  Fowler  l>egan  August  1, 
1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  C<mipany  K.  Ninth 
Michigan  Infantry.  His  first  battle  was  at  Mur- 
freeshoro,  Tenn.,  and  July  13.  he  was  wcunided 
through  the  right  hip  by  n  niinie  ball.  He  was 
taken  prisoner  and  received  good   care,  an<l   being 


l>laced  upon  parole  was  exchanged  in  October, 
1862.  Previous  to  this  exchange  he  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  First  I^ieutenant  in  Company  H, 
First  Michigan  Sharp  Shooters,  which  he  had  helped 
to  raise.  He  spent  seven  months  at  Camp  Douglas 
Chicago,  guarding  the  reliel  i)risoners,  and  then 
joined  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  at  its  re-organization 
at  Annapolis,  Ind. 

Suliseqnent  to  this  he  was  a  participant  in  the 
battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Castleview.  and  Sj)ott- 
sylvania  Court-house,  doing  ten  days*  fighting  in 
these  three  battles,  and  u|)on  May  18,  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  Captain.  The  previous  day  he 
was  wounded  in  the  left  hip  by  a  minie  ball  which 
passed  through  his  hip,  and  the  same  day  another 
minie  Imll  jwissed  through  the  ]m\m  of  his  right  hand. 
He  was  carried  from  the  field  on  a  stretcher  bv  four 
men,  and  was  taken  to  W'ashington  and  thence  sent 
home  to  stay  till  his  recovery,  which  was  only  |>ar- 
tial  as  it  left  him  a  cripple.  He  reported  to  De- 
troit and  was  placed  upon  provost  guard  duty  in 
assisting  to  guard  deserters.  He  was  mustered  out 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  June  29,  1865,  and  being 
in  a  badly  crippled  condition  he  came  to  l^nsing, 
where  his  wife  had  lived  since  the  war  broke  out. 

In  1867  Capt.  Fowler  became  foreman  for  Buck- 
land,  Allen  <V  Wise,  remaining  with  the  firm  till 
1880,  when  he  lost  his  right  hand  by  an  awident 
in  the  machinerv.     He  now  had  to  learn   to  write 

ft 

with  his  left  hand,  which  was  an  arduous  task.  In 
1879  and  1880,  he  served  in  the  Senate  as  second 
Asj^istant  Sergeant  at  Arms,  and  in  1881  and  1882 
he  was  First  Assistant  in  the  same  capacity.  Itefore 
his  term  of  service  had  expired  he  was  appointed 
City  Marshal  of  l^nsing,  f or  two  yeai*s,  and  l)efore 
that  time  had  passed  he  was  made  Deputy  Sheriff 
for  four  viJai-s,  under  Thomas  McKernon.  He  also 
served  two  and  one  half  yeai*s  as  Constable,  after 
he  had  acted  for  some  time  as  a  pf»l iceman.  While 
acting  as  Deputy-Sheriff  he  took  up  the  business 
of  collecting. 

Capt.  Fowler  has  a  pri>i)erty  comprising  half  an 
acre  on  the  corner  of  River  and  Cherrv  Streets 
where  he  has  just  completed  three  handsome  resi- 
dences. His  home  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
three  daughtei>:  Mattie,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
seventeen;  Flora  who  is  a   graduate   of   the   High 
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School  and  was  the  assistant  engrossing  and  enrol- 
ling clerk  of  the  house  of  Representatives  but  is  now 
holding  a  lucrative  position  in  the  department  of 
the  Labor  Bureau;  and  Grace.  He  is  identified 
with  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  with  the 
Royal  Arch  Masons  and  has  been  connected  witli 
the  Independent  Order  of  Good  Temj^lars.  He  has 
held  nearly  all  the  offices  in  the  gift  of  Charles  T. 
Foster  Post,  No.  42,  G.  A.  R.  of  which  he  is  a  char- 
ter meml)er.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is 
his  religious  home  and  he  is  active  in  its  service, 
having  been  Steward  for  twelve  years.  He  is  stronor 
in  his  belief  of  the  policy  and  future  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  is  a  delegate  to  many  county. 
Congressional  and  State  Conventions,  as  well  as 
being  a  member  of  the  Democratic  ward  and  city 
committees.  He  is  a  gentleman  whose  character 
and  abilities  give  him  the  respect  of  the  community, 
and  his  enterprise  and  progressive  ideas  i)lace  him- 
in  the  front  rank  among  business  men. 


V 


/ 
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H  AWRENCE  PRICE,  who  is  Chief  of  Police 
and  the  Marshal  of  Lansing,  is  one  of  the 
most  prominent  men  in  the  city,  not  only  on 
account  of  his  natural  abilities  and  success  in 
business,  but  also  because  of  his  war  record,  which 
shows  him  as  a  true  and  loyal  son  of  his  adopted 
country.  He  was  born  in  County  Tipperary,  Ire- 
land, at  Tempomore,  upon  the  27th  of  May, 
1843.  His  father,  Martin  Price,  was  a  farmer  in 
Tipperary,  and  remained  there  until  1849,  when 
he  brought  his  family  to  America.  They  left 
Waterford,  embarking  upon  a  sailing  vessel,  *'Cur- 
rimore,"  and  having  been  five  weeks  and  three 
days  upon  the  ocean,  landed  at  Quebec.  They 
made  their  fii^st  home  at  Lewiston,  Niaiiara 
County,  N.  Y.,  which  was  at  the  head  of  navi<ra- 
tion. 

Martin  Price,  having  the  command  of  the  trade 
of  a  mason,  was  able  at  once  to  find  work  in  this 
capacity,  but  finally  drifted  into  agricultural  pur- 
suits.    In  1867  he  came  to  Michigan   and   located 


in  I^nsing  Township,  Ingham  County,  where  he 
bought  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  of  well-improved 
land,  adjoining  the  Agricultural  College.  His  ex- 
cellent and  faithful  wife  was  a  native  of  the  same 
county  as  himself,  and  bore  the  name  of  Ann 
Eagan.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Low  Kagan,  and 
became  the  mother  of  nine  children,  of  whom  our 
subject  was  the  third,  being  six  years  old  wlien 
he  came  to  America. 

The  boy  took  an  ordinary  common-school  edu- 
cation at  his  home  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
afterward  attended  the  academy  at  Lewiston.     He 
remained  at  home  until  after  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  War,  and  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
I'nion  army  in  August,  1862,  entering  Battery  M, 
of  the  Fii-st  New  York  Light  Artillery.     He  went 
from  Huff'alo  to  Albanv,  and  from  there  was  sent 
South,  his  battery  being  assigned  to  the  Army  of 
the   Potomac.     These  raw  recruits    were   at  once 
sent  into  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  and   took  part 
in    the    battles    of  Antietam,  Fredericksburg   and 
Chancellors vi lie.  At  this  last  battle  the  young  sol- 
dier was  wounded  by  a  shell  which  exploded  very 
near    him.     His  arm   was  badly  wounded,  and  he 
considers  it  a  miracle  that  he  did  not  lose  it.     For 
a  short  while  he  wa.s  in  tiie  field  hospital,  and  then 
as  he  was  doing  well,  he  returned  to  camp  instead 
of  going  on  to  the  permanent  hospital.     At  Get- 
tysl)urg,  again,  he    was  slightly    wounded    in    the 
arm  and  after    that    battle    his   battery   followed 
Lee  in  his  retreat  into  Virginia,  as  far  as  Raccoon 
Ford. 

This  battery  was  now  ordered  back  to  Washing- 
ton, and  was  thence  sent  West  to  reinforce  Rose- 
crans    at    Chattanooga.       It    was    in    action    at 
Wahatchie  Valley  and  at  Missionary   Ridge,  and 
wintered    at  Bridgeport,  Ala.,  and   in    the   spring 
joined  Sherman  in  Oeorgia,  being  with  him  at  Re- 
saca,  Dallas  and   Ringgold,  and  also  at  Pumpkin- 
vine  Creek,  Culp's  Farm,  and  Kenesaw  Mountain. 
It  was  among  the  first  troops  which    entered  At- 
lanta and  then  went  on  with  Sherman  to  the  $^' 
entering  Savannah  up<m  l)eceml>er  21.     After  tM 
campaign    they    turned    North,    passing    through 
the  (Jld   North   State,   touching  Raleigh,  Averys* 
boro  and  Benton ville.     At  this  point  our  subject 
was  wounded  in  the   face,  although   not  severely* 
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but  had  the  great  misfortune  of  being  taken  pris- 
oner by  the  rebels  and  sent  to  the  loathsome 
and  terrible  place  of  captivity  known  as  Libby 
Prison. 

The  war  was  now  nearly  at  an  end,  ajid  by  rea- 
son of  this  the  city  of  Richmond  was  soon  evacu- 
ated by  the  Confederate  forces,  and  the  prisoners 
were  released.  Mr.  Price  entered  the  parole  camp 
in  Maryland,  and  was  soon  granted  thirty  days* 
furlough  to  go  home,  but  his  intense  desire  to  ''be 
in  at  the  end''  prevented  his  taking  full  advantage 
of  this  leave  of  absence,  and  after  six  days  he  was 
again  with  his  regiment  and  took  part  in  the 
Grand  Review,  subsequent  to  which  they  went  to 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  upon  June  29,  1865,  they 
were  mustered  out. 

Following  his  war  experience,  Mr.  Price  decided 
to  go  to  the  oil  regions  to  work  and  speculate,  and 
there  he  continued  until  the  spring  of  1866,  when 
he  came  to  I^ansing,  reaching  this  city  upon  the 
26th  of  April.  He  commenced  work  on  a  farm 
within  the  city  limits  and  afterward  purchased  im- 
proved property  in  Bath  Township,  Clinton 
County,  and  also  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  wild  land,  which  he  improved.  Here  hav- 
ing placed  buildings  upon  his  farm,  he  engaged 
in  general  farming  operations,  eight  miles  from  the 
city. 

The  grocery  and  produce  business  now  attracted 
the  attention  of  this  young  man,  and  removing 
to  Flint  in  1879,  he  went  into  that  business  for 
three  years,  after  which  he  came  to  Lansing  and 
purchased  property.  He  now  undertook  dealing 
in  stock,  which  he  shipped  to  the  East,  and  also 
took  up  the  lumber  business  at  North  Lansing, 
buying  out  F.  I.  Moore.  Two  years  later  he  helped 
to  organize  the  Capital  Lumber  Company  and  be- 
came for  two  years  its  Vice-President  and  Manager. 
Later  this  company  was  reorganized,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1891,  after  the  death  of  J.  S.  Ayres,  he 
withdrew  his  stock.  He  owns  a  one-lmlf  in- 
terest in  the  hardware  stock  <>f  Dunham  tVr 
Price,  at  North  I^nsing,  and  a  half  interest 
in  the  dry-goods  house  of  T.  Rork  <fe  Co.  of  North 
Lansing. 

In  the  spring  of  1891  Mr.  Price  received  the 
appointment   of  Chief  of  Polict'  and    Marshal  of 


the  city  of  Lansing,  which  office  he  has  now  en- 
tered upon  with  energy  and  zeal,  and  it  is  already 
seen  that  his  incumbency  in  the  office  will  be  for 
the  good  of  the  law-abiding  part  of  the  citizens 
of  this  town.  He  is  a  strong  Democrat  in  his 
political  views  and  sympathies,  and  is  a  frequent 
delegate  to  county  and  State  conventions  of  that 
party.  He  has  served  for  some  time  as  Treasurer 
of  the  City  Committee,  and  is  a  meml>er  of 
Charles  T.  Foster  Post,  No.  42,  G.  A.  R.,  in  this 
city. 

We  are  i)leased  to  record  the  happy  though  brief 
matrimonial  alliance  which  was  effected  between 
Lawrence  Priss  and  Miss  Mar}'  A.  Ryan,  in  Lewis- 
ton,  N.  Y.,  on  the  28th  of  November,  1868.  This 
lady  was  born  in  Tipperary,  Ireland,  and  died  in 
Lansing,  leaving  no  children.  The  second  marriage 
of  Mr.  Price  took  place  in  this  city  on  the  8th  of 
November,  1888,  and  he  was  then  united  with 
Miss  Julia  A.  Bradford,  who  was  born  in  Pontiac, 
Mich.,  and  received  her  education  there  and  at 
Detroit,  after  which  she  taught  for  some  time  pre- 
vious to  her  marriage  Mr.  Price  is  an  active  and 
earnest  mcml)er  of  the  Catholic  Church,  in  which 
he  is  efficient  as  a  Trustee,  and  was  also  active  upon 
the  Building  Committee  during  the  erection  of 
their  house  of  worship. 
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OLON  D.  NEELY.  The  pretty  town  of 
Mason,  which  is  the  county  seat  of  Ingham 
County,  and  which  contrary  to  the  general 
rule,  is  a  liv^e,  wide  awake,  business  place, 
is  the  residence  place  of  the  gentleman  whose  name 
is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  has  here  made 
his  home  for  a  number  of  years,  although  he  is  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  having  been  !)orn  in 
Naples,  Ontario  County.  N.  Y.,  NovenilKM-  18,  1889. 
He  is  H  son  of  Justice  II.  and  Melvinn  (Nellis) 
Neolv.  both  natives  of  Ni'w  York.  The  fatiier  was 
a  dairyman  by  occupation  and  the  early  home  of 
our  subject  was  the  farm  upon  which  dairy  sup- 
plies were  the  stock  in  trade.  He  left  home  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years,  and  n\n\v  to  Michigan,  and  hr- 
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ing  a  sturdy  and  energetic  little  fellow,  siict'eeded 
in  getting  work  on  a  farm  at  (irass  I^ke  where  he 
remained  for  three  yeans. 

Our  subjec^t,  as  a  lad,  had  gained  exi)erienoe  far 
beyond  his  years,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
was  taken  upon  the  forc^e  of  workmen  for  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  Company  and  then*  lie 
worked  until  he  was  eighteen,  fii*st  being  engaged 
in  the  freight  house,  then  l)ecoining  a  bnikeman 
and  later  advanced  to  the  position  of  a  fireman, 
which  position  he  had  when  he  was  but  seventeen 
years  of  age.  He  continued  firing  f(n-  about  one 
year  and  then  left  the  i-ailroad  company  nnd 
started  to  learn  blacksraithing  at  (irass  Lake.  He 
continued  there  for  alK)ut  one  vear  and  tlien  went 
to  St  John's,  Mich.  Blacksmithing,  however,  was 
not  all  that  his  y<mthful  imagination  had  painted 
it,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  lie  gave  it  up.  but  as 
he  had  taken  upon  himself  the  ()!>lig:itions  of  mar- 
ried life,  having  been  united  in  Ingham  ( Vanity, 
Deceml)er  3,  1859,  to  Miss  Mary  K.  Tcnipler,  m 
daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Prudence  Ann  Teniplei. 
the  necessit}'  of  following  some  business  pernia 
nently  was  pressed  home  uj)on  him.  He  pureh.M>e(l 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Alaiedon  Township,  nnd 
thereafter  followed  farming  until  his  enlistment  in 
the  army,  on  August  2.  18()2.  He  joined  Company 
A,  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry  and  was  in 
the  Ninth  Army  Corj)s  under  Hurnside's  Army  of 
the  Potomac.  He  engaged  in  the  most  de>penite 
battles  of  that  terrible  period  partieij)ating  in  the 
engagements  at  Frederieks})urg,  Antietam.  South 
Mountain,  Vicksburg,  Jaekson.  Miss..  Knoxville, 
Tenn.,  Cumberland  (iaj).  and  Louden.  The  regi- 
ment to  which  our  subject  belonged  was  intrenched 
behind  breastworks  at  the  sie^e  of  KncLWille  when 
they  received  the  charge  of  the  reliels.  He  here 
learned  the  advautaire  of  buildinii  breastworks. 
and  savs  it  is  the  onlv  time  in  his  war  experience 
that  he  had  occasion  to  congratulate  himself  upon 
i>eiug  thus  intrenched.  He  fought  at  the  battle  of 
the  Wilderness  and  wa>  wounded  at  Sjjottsyh  ania. 
^Fav  12,  1H()4.     He  had  never  missed  a  dav's  dut\ 

•  •  • 

until  he  nu't  with  this  misfortune.  Althoui>"h 
wounded  al»out  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  he 
remained  <m  the  field  of  battle  until  four,  and  in  the 
retreat  of  the  army  leaving  the  wounded  l»ehind, 


he  was  sup|)osed  to  lie  dead  and  it  was  so  reiwrted 
to  his  family  at  home.  His  wound  was  in  the 
right  hip  and  groin  and  both  cords  "were  severed. 
He  was  in  hospital  about  eight  months,  and  after 
about  three  months  his  family  heard  of  his  e$»cape 
and  when  final Iv  he  came  home  it  wa.s  like  reoeiv- 
ing  a  dear  one  Iwick  from  the  grave.  He  was 
lumorably  discharged  April  7,  1865.  He  returned 
to  his  farm  but  l)eing  unable  to  actively  conduct 
the  work,  st^ld  it  and  removed  to  Mason.  Mr. 
Neely  is  a  Uepublican  in  \y&rty  preference  and  has 
held  a  number  of  local  offices  under  his  party.  He 
has  been  Marshal  and  in  1891  was  elected  Alder- 
man of  the  First  Ward.  He  has  also  served  as 
Con>table  and  Dejiuty  Sheriff  for  the  past  eleven 
years.  In  1«83,  he  started  the  apple-drying  busi- 
ness, and  in  1884,  took  Mr.  Huntington  in  as  |)art- 
ner  and  since  that  time  the  firm  Iia'^  conducted  a 
larirc  and  pavinir  business. 

Our  subject  ha»<  three  childi*en,  (lara,  who  wa** 
Ikmii  in  Mason  T<)wuship.  James  and  Cora,  in 
Ahiiedon  Township,  this  county.  The  daughter 
ha^  receivc(l  excellent  educational  advantages  and 
i>  an  accomplished  and  attractive  young  woman. 
.lames,  who  wa^  boiii  Mav  />.  1870,  is  a  sailor  on  the 
Lake>.  He  eniovs  the  sailor's  life,  .seemin?  U) 
inherit  that  tendency  fnmi  his  mother's  familv. 
scN  era!  of  whom  are  captains  on  the  ocean.  Mr. 
Neely  is  the  owner  and  proprietorof  a  dryer  in 
IJatli.  Mich.,  which  his  son  runs  during  the  apple- 
drying  season.  Our  subject  is  a  (irand  Anny  man 
and  is  (Quartermaster  of  his  Post. 


I  '    I  '     >  I  I 
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UVILLK  F.  MILLEK,SecTetaryoftheFann- 
|;  ers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of 
Ingham  County,  was  lM)ni  in  Xapoleom 
Jackson  County.  Mich.,  September  24,  1840.  He 
is  a  M»n  of  Tobias  and  Lavina  ((irittin)  Miller, 
natives  of  Sandy  Hill,  N.  V.  Our  subjix't's  father 
may  be  nuniberecl  anuuig  the  pioneei*s  who  canif 
lo  Michigan  at  an  early  day.  He  wa*<  a  cari)enter 
and  wagon -maker  by  trade  and  when  he  made  hi:^ 
advenl  into  the  State  in    183.5.  and  located  wher« 
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our  subject  was  born,  his  services  and  ingenuity 
were  in  constant  requisition  among  the  settlers,  not 
onl}'  to  make  and  mend  wagons  and  to  build 
houses,  but  to  suggest  and  make  shifts  as  sub- 
stitute* for  the  necessities  of  daily  life.  He  came 
here  a  poor  man,  in  fact,  with  nothing,  whatever, 
excepting  a  confidence  in  the  strength  of  his  own 
right  arm  and  his  abiding  faith  in  the  future  pros- 
pects of  the  country  in  which  he  had  settled.  He 
and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  three  children  of 
whom  our  subject  is  the  youngest.  The  oldest  son, 
Oscar  E.,  was  bom  September  23,  1838.  He  en- 
listed in  the  Seventh  Michigan  Infantry  in  1861, 
and  one  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  he  engaged 
in  many  battles  and  was  killed  at  Antietam.  Dis 
body  was  brought  back  to  his  home  and  lies  inter- 
red in  the  cemetery  at  Napoleon.  He  had  been 
advanced  to  the  post  of  First  Sergeant  at  the  time 
of  his  death. 

Our  subject's  oldest  sister  who  was  born  Octol)er 
1,  1836,  married  G.  W.  Polar.  She  died  in  June, 
1878,  in  Mason.  She  had  no  issue.  Our  subject's 
parents  died  near  Mason,  the  mother,  June  23, 1873. 
The  father  survived  her  by  five  yeai-s,  passing  away 
April  5,  1878.  They  too,  with  their  daughter,  are 
buried  at  Napoleon,  this  State. 

Mr.  Miller's  boyhood  days  were  spent  much  like 
those  of  other  boys,  in  acquiring  the  rudiments  of 
an  education  at  the  common  schools,  after  which 
he  attended  for  one  year,  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
College  at  Leoni,  Mich.,  which  was  afterward  re- 
moved to  Adrian  of  the  same  State.  He  also  spent 
two  terms  at  the  Union  School  in  Jackson,  Mich., 
and  then  felt  himself  prepared  for  the  work  of 
teaching  which  he  began  at  the  age  of  seventeen. 
His  winters  for  a  period  of  ten  years,  were  devoted 
to  teaching  and  during  the  summer  he  followed 
farming. 

Mr.  Miller  was  married  January  3,  1864  to  Miss 
Lydia  Newman,  of  Downsville,  Md.,  where  she  was 
born  February  24,  1840.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  and  Catherine  (Long)  Newman,  her  parents 
\yemg  of  German  origin.  By  this  marriage  tliere 
have  l)een  two  children,  Myrtie,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  five  years,  and  Roy  N.,  born  in  Vevay 
Township,  February  9,  1871.  He  is  an  ambitious 
and  studious  young  man;  he  acquired  the  basis  of 


his  education  in  the  home  schools  at  Mason  until 
he  finished  his  junior  year.  He  is  now  attending 
the  Albion  College  at  Albion,  Mich.,  in  which  insti- 
tution of  learning  he  has  been  at  work  for  three 
years  being  now  in  his  junior  year  and  expecting 
to  graduate  the  coming  year. 

In  1868  and  1869,  Mr.  Miller  si>ent  his  last 
months  in  the  school- room  and  in  the  spring  of 
1869  he  moved  on  a  farm  in  Vevay  Township. 
This  he  had  purchased  from  the  proceeds  of  his 
pedagogic  and  farming  efforts.  He  is  still  the 
owner  of  this  tract  which  comprises  eighty  acres 
on  section  27.  While  in  Jackson  County,  the 
original  of  our  sketch  served  as  School  Inspector 
for  al)ont  eight  years  and  in  Vevay  he  was  Clerk 
of  the  township  for  over  two  years,  and  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Vevay  for  ten  yeare,  Dec- 
ember, 1877,  he  was  elected  Secretary  of  the  Farm- 
el's'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of  Ingham 
County,  and  thereupon  he  removed  to  the  town  of 
Mason,  in  1881,  as  the  business  of  his  ofl3ce  de- 
manded his  whole  time.  He  has  been  re-elected 
each  year  since  his  installation  in  that  oflSce. 

Our  subject  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  about  eight  years,  and  has  attained  the 
seventh  degree  in  the  Chapter  to  which  he  belongs, 
having  filled  several  chairs  in  the  body.  For  two 
years  he  acted  as  Secretary  of  Blue  Lodge.  He  is 
also  a  Charter  member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and 
enjoys  the  same  distinction  in  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  Since  being  in  Mason,  our  subject  has 
been  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  four  years. 


-^^^|@*@1^M 


IIARLES  P.  LP:SHER.  The  pui-suits  of 
peace  and  of  war  are  alike  acceptable  to  the 
loyal  citizen,  who  would  serve  his  country 
as  she  may  need;  and  a  man  wiio  has  sliown  his 
valor  on  the  battle  field  is  the  one  who  will  most 
cordially  and  perhaps  most  wisely  respond  to  the 
needs  of  civil  life  and  be  able  to  adjust  matters 
of  dispute  so  as  to  prevent  disaster  and  contention 
among  his  fellow-citizens.  It  follows  therefore 
naturally  that  an  old  soldier  should  fill  the  otlici' 
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of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  should  do  it  so  well  as 
to  add  to  the  prosperity  and  harmony  of  the  i>eo- 
ple  among  whom  he  acts  in  his  official  capacity. 

Charles  P.  Thresher,  who  is  the  Justice  of  the 
Peace  at  Lansing,  was  born  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
July  5,  1835,  and  was  reared  in  Philadelphia, 
where  his  parents,  Charles  and  Elizabeth  ( Si i caff) 
Lesher,  resided.  His  grandfather  also  !)orc  the 
name  of  Charles  and  was  active  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  He  was  a  carriage  nuuiufacturer  in 
Philadelphia,  as  was  also  the  father  of  our  j^ubjcct. 
who  was  at  one  time  prominent  in  that  line  of 
business  in  Cincinnati,  and  was  a  Colonel  there  in 
the  War  of  1812  and  died  in  1840  while  the  mother 
was  away  on  a  visit.  The  family  is  of  (iennan. 
French  and  Dutch  descent  and  originated  with 
three  brothers  who  came  to  this  country  two  hun- 
drcd  years  ago  from  Alsace. 

Mr.  Lesher  rememl)ers  well  seeing  Prof.  Morse, 
who  came  to  the  school  which  he  attended  (the 
New  Street  school)  at  Philadelphia,  in  the  year 
1842  or  1843,  and  gave  an  exhibition  of  his  new 
invention  of  telegrai)hy,  whieh  came  into  use  in 
1844.  Philip  Sheaff,  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  an  old  settler  in  PhilM(lelj)hia  and  a  Revolu- 
tionary soldier.  He  came  of  Holland  descent  and 
was  from  the  colony  whieh  settled  there  in  the 
early  days.  Elizabeth  (Sheaff)  Lesher.  who  has 
now  reached  the  venerable  age  of  ninety  years, 
having  been  born  September  8,  IHOl,  still  lesidcs 
in  Philadelphia.  She  has  iKien  a  woman  of  more 
than  ordinary  ability  in  a  literary  wa\  and  wi-ote 
largely  in  her  best  days  for  magazines  and  period- 
icals, being  the  authoi'  of  both  prose  and  poetry. 

Of  her  (iye  children  our  subject  is  the  youngest, 
and  although  he  was  born  in  Cincinnati,  he  went 
with  his  parents  to  Philadelphia  at  the  age  of  three 
'  months  and  there  remained,  attending  school  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  twelve  years.  After  serving 
for  a  short  time  in  a  jeweler's  store  he  was  appren- 
ticed as  a  wcMxl  carver  for  eighteen  months,  and 
then  was  in  a  ciirar  factory  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  eighteen,  after  which  he  began  traveling, 
doing  journeyman  work  and  n^aking  Buffalo.  X. 
Y.,  his  headquartiMS. 

In  18(52  this  young  man  determined  to  enli>t 
in  thelnirui  ^ause  and  joined  the  Twenty-seventh 


New  York  Light  Artillery,  being  mustered  in  at 
Buffalo  in  August,  and  seiving  in  the  following 
conflicts:  the  Wilderness,  Spot tsyl van ia,  South 
Anna,  Cold  Harbor  and  other  engagements.  He 
iK^came  the  Sergeant  and  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  on  account  of  physical  disability  in  Octo- 
Ikm\  IHfJl.  He  cAme  l>ack  to  Buffalo  and  waited 
around  f<>r  a  year  to  die,  but  by  careful  attention 
to  health  and  l)eing  careful  in  his  habits,  he  recov- 
ered, contrary  to  the  expectations  of  his  friends. 
Sergt.  Lesher  was  married  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in 
18(;r>  to  .Miss  Flom  Hose,  who  was  bom  near  Col- 
chester, Kssex,  Kngland.  He  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  cigars  and  in  1872  came  to  Lansing, 
Mich.,  to  take  charge  of  a  c*on tract  at  the  Reform 
ScluM)l  which  then  had  one  hundred  boys  under 
its  instruction.  He  continued  there  for  three 
year>  and  then  went  to  Jackson,  where  he  took  a 
contract  t<»  take  charge  of  one  hundred  convict? 
for  two  years. 

In  IH?')  our  subject  went  as  a  traveling  salesman 
throui^h  the  South  and  West  of  our  country, 
repre>enting  Suiter  Bros.,  of  Chicago,  and  after 
three  or  four  yeai-s  in  their  si*rvice  took  a  similar 
petition  for  a  l*hiladelj)hia  house  which  handled 
leaf  tobacco,  lie  did  well  in  this  line  of  work,  &* 
he  i>  a  irood  judire  of  "the  weed,'*  and  traveled  in 
thirty -one  States.  In  1 882  he  started  a  cigar  fac- 
tory here,  the  largest  ever  operated  in  Lansing,  as 
it  employed  twenty  hands.  It  was  known  as  the 
Lesher  A-  Co.  Cigar  Factory.  On  account  of  rheu- 
mat  ism  he  was  obliged  to  stop  this  business  and  he 
afterward  became  .lustice  of  the  Peace*. 

For  foui*  years  Mr.  Lesher  has  lieen  a  niemlier  (»f 
the  City  Council  and  for  four  yeai*s  was  Su|>ervisor, 
lioth    in   the  Fifth   Ward,  which  is  a  Democratic 
ward.     For  one  year  he  served  as   President  pro 
tem.  of  the  Coiuicil  and  this  spring  (1891)  he  was 
elected  Justice  of  the  Peace.     He  is  a  meml>er  of 
the  Knights  of    Pythias  and  is  Past  Post  Coinnian- 
der  of   the  (  harles  T.  Foster  Post,  No.  42,  CL  A.  R. 
and  wa>  a  delegate  to  the   National  Encampment 
at  Minneapolis,     lie  has  als<)  served  as  a  delegate 
in  county  and  State  conventions  of  the  Democratic 
party.      Mr>.    Leshei*   is   a    devout    memlter   of   the 
10piMo[>al  Church  and  their  six  children  are,  Eliza- 
b(»th,  .Mr>.  \ Cttcr,  of  Lansing;  Thomas  .L,  wh<»  is  a 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


386 


tmvelin^  man  and  i^epresents  the  Elder-Todd 
Chewing  (ium  Company;  John  C,  who  is  a  printer 
at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  Louis  S.,  William  R.  and  Charles 
P.,  Jr.  are  at  home. 


G^ 


n-^^."^ 


*yi\  R8.  HARRIET  A.  TENNEY.  Few  women 
//  ^  in  Michigan  have  had  a  broader  field  of 
influence  and  more  thoroughly  proved 
themselves  worth 3-  of  public  esteem  and 
appreciation  than  she  whose  name  we  now  give. 
Her  earl^"  experiences  in  this  State  which  were  in 
in  the  educational  line  in  connection  with  her 
husband  at  Homer  and  Mai'shall,  brought  forth 
the  following  warm  encomium  which  appeared  in  a 
sketch  entitled  "Homer  and  its  Pioneei*s."  After 
speaking  of  Mr.  Tenney  and  his  thorough  and 
sometimes  severe  methods  of  discipline,  the  writer, 
Dr.  William  A.  I^ne,  proceeded  to  say,  ''But  what 
shall  be  said  of  Mrs.  Tenney?  If  under  severe  prov- 
ocation Mr.  Tenney  was  sometimes 'the  tempest' she 
was  ever  'the  sunshine.'  If  his  severity  sometimes 
caused  fear  her  rare  and  radiant  sweetness  ever 
inspired  love.  And  for  Mr.  Tenney  and  his  lovely 
wife  there  is  still  cherished  a  very  warm  place  in 
the  hearts  of  all  their  old  pupils.'' 

Mrs.  Tenney  was  boni  April  1,  1834,  at  Essex, 
Vt.,  being  the  daughter  of  John  I^eftingwell  and 
Delia  (Doude)  Edgerton.  She  received  an  academic 
education  at  Franklin,  Vt.,  and  in  March,  1854, 
was  married  to  Jesse  Eugene  Tenney  and  came 
immediately  with  her  husband  to  Homer,  Mich., 
where  both  were  engaged  in  teaching  until  the  fall 
of  1855,  when  Mr.  Tenney  accepted  the  superin- 
tendency  of  the  Marshall  City  Schools  and  moved 
to  that  city.  In  April,  1859,  Gov.  Moses  Wisner, 
recognizing  the  adaptability  of  the  man  for  the 
office,  appointed  Judge  Tenney  State  Librarian, 
and  during  the  ten  years  that  he  held  this  position 
his  wife  spent  much  of  her  time  in  the  library. 

Gov.  H.  P.  Baldwin  appointed  Mrs.  Tonney  in 
1869  to  the  position  which  had  been  so  a!)ly  tilled 
by  Mr.  Tenney  and  she  was  successively  appointed 


by  (tovs.  Baglcy,  Croswell,  Jerome,  Begole,  Al- 
ger and  Luce,  filling  the  position  with  honor  to 
herself  and  credit  to  the  State  for  twentj'-two 
years.  She  twice  had  charge  of  removing  the 
library,  first  in  the  fall  of  1871  from  the  old  Capi- 
tol to  the  State  OflSce  Block,  and  again  in  1878  to 
its  present  elegant  and  commodious  rooms  in  the 
new  Capitol. 

The  following  graceful  testimonial  we  quote 
from  James  V.  Campbell's  Political  History  of  Mich- 
igan. "The  choice  of  a  lady,  Mrs.  Harriet  A.  Ten- 
ney, to  fill  the  oflSce  of  State  Librarian,  was  cheer- 
fully ratified  by  the  legislature  and  has  been 
abundantly  justified  by  the  result.  The  neatness 
and  care  with  which  the  library  room  and  its  con- 
tents have  been  arranged  and  kept  and  the  quiet 
and  decorum  prevailing,  are  in  themselves  a  great 
advantage.  The  librarian  has  shown  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  books  and  their  selection  and  an 
enthusiastic  desire  to  make  her  charge  a  literar}' 
treasure  house.  A  Department  of  American  An- 
tiquities and  valuable  relics  has  also  been  planned 
and  several  collections  already  made  of  documents, 
pictures  and  other  articles  of  historic  value,  not 
the  lea.st  of  which  is  the  roll  of  honor  of  the 
Michigan  Soldiers  who  died  during  the  Civil  War." 

In  addition  to  the  arduous  duties  which  devolve 
upon  one  in  so  important  a  |K)8ition,  outside  inter- 
ests have  also  received  Mrs.  Tenney's  attention* 
She  has  been  Recording  Secretary  of  the  Michigan 
Pioneer  and  Historical  Society  since  its  organiza- 
tion, as  well  as  its  Secretary  of  the  Committee  of 
Historians.  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  National 
Association  of  Librarians,  a  c*orresponding  member 
of  the  Chicago  Historical  Society;  is  identified 
with  the  American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social 
Science,  was  President  of  the  Lansing  Soldiers'  Aid 
Society  during  the  War,  and  of  the  Lansing 
Women's  Soldier's  Monument  Association,  since 
that  time.  She  has  also  served  as  President,  De- 
partment Counselor  and  Treasurer  of  the  Women's 
Belief  Corps  at  various  times  and  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  Order  of  the  Fiastem  Star. 

The  I^nsing  Library  and  Litorary  Association 
and  the  Lansing  Woman's  Club  have  felt  the 
benefit  of  her  guiding  hand  and  counsel  and  in  the 
Plymouth   Conofrearational    Church    to  which  she 
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belongs,  she  is  greatly  beloved  and  most  useful. 
On  March  29,  1879  the  Woman's  Club  tendered  to 
Judge  and  Mrs.  Ten ney  a  silver  wedding  reception, 
at  the  elegant  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  M.  Barnes, 
and  thus  showed  their  love  and  esteem  for  their 
co-worker. 

The  ancestry  of  Mi's.  Tenney  is  full  of  intore>l, 
as  on  her  mother's  side  she  is  a  direct  descendant 
of  Henry  Doude,  who  settled  in  Connecticut  iii 
1639  with  Whitfield's  Colony.  Her  threat- errand- 
father,  Capt.  Giles  Doude  was  at  the  Imttlo  of 
Quebec  and  took  part  in  the  scaling  of  the  Heights 
of  Abraham.  Her  great-grand  father  and  her  grand- 
father on  the  parental  side  served  as  Captains  in 
the  Revolutionary  Army.  Her  father  wjis  in  the 
War  of  1812  and  her  eldest  brother  served  with 
much  honor  and  credit  in  the  last  Civil  War.  She 
is  a  direct  descendant  of  Richard  Kdgerton,  who 
settled  in  Savbrook,  Conn.,  in  1653,  and  was  one  of 
thirty-five  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Norwick, 
Conn.,  in  1659.  May  1,  1891,  Mi's.  Ton  ney  resigned 
her  position  as  State  Librarian  and  was  succeeded 
by  Mrs.  Margaret  (Custer)  Calhoun.  Although 
her  husband,  Judge  Tenney,  had  died  the  jnevious 
Novend>er,  she  still  decided  to  remain  in  Lan>ing, 
and  will  probably  continue  to  make  that  her  \um\v 
through  life  as  it  is  the  plaee  where  her  l)est  life 
work  has  been  done. 

Judge  Jesse  K.  Tenney,  the  husband  of  this 
lady,  was  born  in  Orwell,  \'t.,  July  2:5,  18 KJ  and 
received  his  education  at  the  Hrandon  Arndeiny 
and  Middleljury  College,  where  he  graduated  in 
1838.  He  studied  law  with  Judge  l*helj)s.  father 
of  Edward  J.  Phelps,  minister  to  Kngland,  and 
among  his  college  classmates  were  John  (J.  Saxe, 
the  poet;  William  A.  Howard,  mem})er  of  Congress 
from  Michigan  and  Governor  of  Dakota;  E.  T. 
Wadhams,  Catholic  Bishop  of  Ogdensburg,  and  the 
Rev.  Byron  Sunderland,  Chaplain  for  several  yeai-s 
of  the  I'nited  States  Senate. 

Judge  Tenney  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Alabama  in  IH'MK  He  traveled 
extensively  in  Europe  and  acted  as  Commercial 
agent  at  Padua,  Venice,  Marseilles  and  Lyons, 
returning  in  181;"),  and  engaging  in  the  practice  of 
law  at  Franklin,  Vt.  In  1851  he  married  Harriet 
A.  Edgerton,  and  came  to  Michigan  where,  as  we 


have  seen,  he  was  engaged  in  educational  work, 
until  he  took  a  position  in  the  State  Library,  and 
subsequently  practiced  law  in  Lansing.  He  was 
acting  Mayor  of  I^nsing  for  nine  months,  in  place 
of  George  W.  Peck,  and  was  Judge  of  the  Recorder's 
Coiu-t  at  I^nsing  for  three  years  and  member  of 
the  Board  of  P^ducation  for  six  years.  He  was  an 
active  Republican  from  the  organization  of  tliat 
party  and  prior  to  that  was  a  Whig.  He  was 
a  man  <>f  extraordinary  ability  with  an  almost 
inexhausti})le  fund  of  general  information  and  had 
unusual  literary  taste  and  fine  cultivation.  He 
was  an  active  friend  of  the  soldiere  and  did  all  that 
he  could  during  the  war  to  aid  them,  by  shipping 
supplies  to  the  haspitals  and  battle  fields.  For 
more  than  twenty  years  Judge  Tenney  held  the 
olticc  of  I'nited  States  Circuit  Court  Commissioner 
of  his  district  and  was  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
and  insurance  business  for  several  years.  The  life 
work  i>(  these  tw(»  valuable  citizens  has  been  of 
great  value  not  only  to  the  city  of  Lansing,  but 
als<>  to  the  State  with  which  they  have  been  iden- 
tified for  so  many   years. 


•         « 
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i:\  .  IIAKVKV  S.  JORDAN,  who  is  the  pas- 
toi"  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Chuix?h,  Lan- 
sing, Ingham  County,  is  a  man,  who  while  a 
teacher  of  the  people  in  Scriptural  work,  is 
still  of  the  |)eople,assumingno  suixjriority  by  nature 
but  relying  on  the  support  of  the  Master  whom  he 
serves  for  success  in  his  chosen  calling  and  has  been 
gifted  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  him  peculiarly  fit- 
ted for  the  ministerial  work,  having  a  fine  presence. 
He  is  also  a  tine  elocutionist.  The  orotund  quality 
<)f  his  voice  appeals  pleasiuitly  to  the  ear.  While 
he  condescends  to  no  dramatic  tricks  of  oiTitory 
there  is  an  understanding  of  the  effective  power 
that  makes  itself  felt  on  his  hearers. 

The  Hev.  11.  S.   Jordan    was   born    in    Coiicoixi 
Morgan  County,  111.,  April  9,  1854.     He  isason  of 
the  Hev.  W.  11.  .Jordan,  1).  1).,  who  was  born  in  Bir- 
mingham, Kngland,  in  1832.  His  grandfather,  AVil- 
lian)  Jordan,  who  was  also  English,  was  a  cabinet- 


PORTRAIT  AND  B1()GRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


335 


maker  and  hmiight  liLs  family  to  America  about 
1848.  He  located  near  Jacksonville,  III.,  and  at 
once  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  trade.  He  then 
took  up  a  farm  near  Lynnville,  near  what  is  now 
Markham,  and  there  he  resided,  at  the  same  time 
carrying  on  his  trade,  until  his  death.  He  greatly 
improved  his  farm  and  erected  good  buildings 
thereon.  His  death  occurred  while  on  a  visit  to 
Missouri  to  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Ann  Taylor,  wlio 
lived  near  Kansas  Cit}-. 

Our  subject's  father  was  educated  in  England, 
remaining  there  until  he  was  about  sixteen  yeai^s 
of  age.  While  still  in  his  native  land  he  learned 
the  carpenter's  trade  and  followed  it  until  he 
reached  his  majority.  In  1855  he  l)egan  preaching 
in  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  of  the  Spring- 
field Circuit.  It  was  a  large  circuit  and  he  was 
obliged  to  travel  two  hundred  miles  in  order  to 
visit  all  his  charges.  He  at  tii-st  worked  on  a  sal- 
ary that  was  less  than  $oO  a  year.  After  that  he 
wai»  sent  to  the  First  Church  in  f^uincy.  111.,  and 
from  there  went  to  Decatur,  thence  took  charge  of 
the  pastorate  at  DeWitt.  He  was  not  educated 
for  the  ministry,  being  a  purely  self-made  man  and 
his  knowledge  was  gained  by  constant  and  severe 
study,  in  which  the  midnight  oil  was  often  con- 
sumed. After  his  pastorate  at  DeWitt  he  was  for 
two  years  President  in  the  Conference  of  .Southern 
Illinois.  He  was  obliged  to  travel  around  in  a 
buggy  and  he  had  many  adventurer,  and  escapades 
during  this  period  of  his  life.  From  that  time  he 
was  sent  to  Bethel  and  the  title  of  Doctor  of  Di- 
vinity was  conferred  by  the  Westminster  College 
of  Maryland.  The  degree  was  con f erred  upon  him 
by  virtue  of  the  trenchancy  of  his  pen  in  theolog- 
ical writings.  He  has  also  written  extensively  for 
Sunday-school  papers.  During  the  war  he  was  one 
of  the  most  active  Abolitionists  and  never  hesitated 
to  express  his  views  in  any  assembly.  He  was 
instrumental  in  laising  troops  tliat  fought  for  the 
Union  and  did  not  esc*ape  persecution  because  of 
his  fearlessness,  for  he  was  threatened  by  mob  vio- 
lence. He  himself  enlisted  in  the  Ninety-fifth  Hl- 
inois  Regiment,  but  when  he  arrived  at  Springfield, 
Gov.  Yates  sent  him  home  with  the  remark,  '* Jordan, 
you  Can  do  a  good  deal  more  down  in  Southern 
Illinois  with  your  mouth  than  you  can  in   fieorgia 


with  a  musket.''  On  returning  to  his  charge  he 
continued  preaching,  at  the  same  time  raising  troops 
to  go  to  the  South.  Later  he  went  out  as  Chaplain 
for  the  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Illinois  Infantry 
and  was  commissioned  in  1865.  After  the  fall  of 
Atlanta  while  with  Gen.  Thomas  on  the  Georgia 
campaign  he  was  taken  sick  and  after  a  stay  of  six 
weeks  in  the  hospital  he  was  honorably  discharged, 
in  September,  1865.  No  one  was  more  trusted  nor 
respected  by  the  superior  officers  than  himself. 

After  the  war  our  subject's  father  returned  to 
Bethel  where  he  remained  for  a  few  years  and  then 
removed  to  Maroa,  then  went  to  Limerick,  a  small 
town  north  of  Princeton  and  there  he  remained 
for  two  veare.  He  then  went  to  Princeton  and 
here  remained  for  four  years,  after  which  he  re- 
moved U)  La  Harpe  and  there  remained  for  three 
vears.  He  then  returned  to  Limerick  where  he  was 
in  charge  of  a  church  for  two  years  and  at  that 
time  was  President  of  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Conference.  After  that  he  was  sent  to  Castleton, 
Stark  County.  Then  he  ceased  to  preach  in  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  and  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  for  the  last 
three  years  has  been  stationed  at  Wyoming,  111.  He 
is  an  ardent  Republican  and  cast  his  first  Presiden- 
tial vote  for  James  C.  Fremont. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Jordan's  mother  was  before  her 
marriage  Miss  Mary  J.  Kirkpatrick.  She  was  born 
in  Chapin  Township,  Morgan  County,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  John  Lane  Kirkpatrick,  who  was 
born  in  1799  in  North  Carolina.  He  was  the  one 
to  haul  the  first  cannon  across  the  Mississippi  into 
Illinois.  He  was  Lieutenant  in  Capt  Nathan 
Winter's  regiment  which  is  better  known  as  the 
Third  Illinois  Regiment  and  served  in  the  Black 
Hawk  War.  He  was  reared  in  the  South,  although 
the  Kirkpatrick  family  came  from  the  North  of 
Ireland  to  this  country,  making  their  entrance 
hither  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War.  Mrs.  Jor- 
dan's great-grandfather  served  in  that  war,  his 
brother  being  shot  by  the  Tories.  Mi-s.  Jordan's 
great-grandfather  was  a  slaveholder,  but  at  heart 
he  was  a  believer  in  the  principles  of  Abolition  and 
gave  his  slaves  their  freedom.  He  sold  his  farm 
and  removed  to  Illinois,  being  among  the  earliest 
settlers  of  that  State.  He  located  in  Morgan  County 
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aud  waj>  one  of  the  fii-st  to  be  interested  in  theojxjn- 
ing  of  the  Galena  lead  mines.  He  traveled  by  ox- 
team  and  was  a  pioneer  preacher  in  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church.  For  fifty  years  or  more  he 
engaged  in  preaching,  never  having  received  any 
renumeration  for  his  services.  His  liome  was  in 
Morgan  County  until  1868,  when  he  removed  to  a 
a  place  near  Macomb,  where  he  died  at  alx>ut 
seventy  years  of  age.  He  was  a  Republican  in  his 
political  views  and  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  cause 
of  freedom  and  independence.  He  is  known 
throughout  the  country  which  he  has  served  so  long 
and  faithfully  bv  the  affectionate  title  of  old 
"Uncle  Johnny."  His  wife's  father,  the  Rev.  James 
Slmms  of  Kentucky,  was  the  first  Methodist  minis- 
ter who  was  ordained  in  that  State  and  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church. 
For  a  fuller  biography  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Simms,  re- 
fer to  Stephen's  History  of  Methodism.  Theie  were 
six  brothel's  in  the  Kirkpatrick  family  and  some 
were  in  the  war  and  all  were  ministers.  Three  of 
them  were  Methodist  IVotostant  and  three  heloiiired 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  sketeh  is  one  of  a  family  of 
seven  children.  There  were  six  l)Ovs  and  one  i;irl. 
The  boys  are  all  still  living  and  of  these  our  sub- 
ject is  the  eldest.  His  rearing  was  acconiplisluMl  in 
different  places  and  he  received  the  best  education 
that  could  be  afforded  at  their  various  homes. 
When  about  eighteen  years  of  age  he  begnn  teach- 
ingand  continued  so  em[>loyed  until  he  had  reached 
his  majority,  when  he  went  to  Adrian  College. 
Mich.,  and  was  licensed  to  j)reach.  May  11),  187;'). 
He  then  supplied  Congregational  pulpits  and  gave 
himself  to  studv  for  three  vears.  The  last  vear  of 
his  supply  work  wa*^  blest  by  a  great  revival  at 
Rome  Center  and  he  succeeded  in  there  organizing 
a  strong  church  in  the  close  of  his  junior  year. 
He  then  went  to  Beloit,  Wis.,  and  preached  one 
year  and  four  months  in  the  Methodist  Protestant 
Church.  From  tliere  he  was  transferred  to  Morri- 
son, 111.,  where  he  remained  for  one  year  and  after 
that  he  left  the  Methodist  Church  and  joined  the 
Presbyterian  denomination.  After  this  stej)  he  was 
engaged  in  teaching  for  one  year  in  the  High 
School  and  supplied  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Franklin  and  Ashton.     After  that  he  went  to  Shel- 


by vi  He  and  was  there  pastor  for  two  yeare.  Then 
an  important  step  was  taken  by  him  and  all  familiar 
ties  were  broken  by  his  going  to  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  where  he  was  pastor  of  the  White  Ameri- 
can Church,  Kaholo.  In  1886  he  removed  to  Ill- 
inois where  he  was  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Taylorville  for  three  years. 

January  1,  1889,  Mr.  Jordan  became  pastor  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  at  Lansing  and  com- 
pleted the  l)uilding  that  he  had  started  to  erect  and 
preached  his  dedicatory  sermon  June  8,  1889.  Our 
>u})ject  was  married  in  the  pretty  city  of  Beloit, 
Wis.,  June  4,  1879,  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Munger,  who 
wiL<  born  and  brought  up  in  the  place  of  her  mar- 
riage. Three  children  have  already  blest  this 
union;  they  are:  M.  Edith,  Hattie  A.  and  Mar- 
guerite 1.     The  last  named  was  born  in  Lansing. 

( )ur  subject  is  in  great  demand  in  all  social 
gatherings  and  societies.  He  is  C^hancellor  Com- 
mander of  Oauntlet  Lodge,  No.  42,  K.  of  P.;  also 
heloiiiTs  to  the  Sons  of  Veterans  of  this  city.  He 
isCha|)lain  of  the  Fourth  Regiment  of  Uniformed 
liank.  Knight  of  Pythias.  He  is  moreover  Pres- 
ident of  the  Michigan  Statx;  Sabbath-school  Asso- 
ciation and  spends  a  great  deal  of  time  in  Sabbath- 
school  work  tliroughout  the  State.  In  his  political 
belief  and  following  Mr.  Jordan  is  a  Republican. 
He  is  a  .'-tnnig  temperance  man.  In  pi*eparing  his 
sermon  he  writes  them  <nit  in  full,  but  delivers 
them  without  manuscript.  During  a  part  of  his 
ministry  in  Illinois  our  subject  was  special  corre- 
spondent of  the  Chicago  Inter  Ocean  and  while  in 
the  Sandwich  Islands  wrote  a  series  of  lettera  regu- 
larly to  that  paper. 


ylLLARI)  SMITH.  The  gentleman  of  whom 
we  write  claims  to  In?  almost  a  native  of 
White  Oak  Township,  Ingham  County, 
where  he  resides,  as  lie  wjis  brought  by  his  parents 
to  this  township  when  he  was  onlv  four  years  old. 
Therefore  all  his  life  from  infancy  has  been  passed 
here  and  he  feels  as  much  at  home  as  though  it  was 
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his  native  town.  His  birth  took  place  in  1832  in 
Virgil,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  and  when  his 
parents  first  landed  at  Stoekbridge  they  made  a 
short  stop  there  until  they  could  build  a  log  shanty 
in  White  Oak  Township,  about  twenty-five  rods 
from  where  Mr.  Smith  now  lives. 

The  father  of  our  subject  bore  the  name  of 
Robert  Smith  and  he  was  born  in  the  Empire  State. 
He  was  united  in  man*iage  with  Amity  Smith,  a 
native  of  Connecticut.  They  became  the  heads  of 
a  patriarchal  family,  of  seven  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters and  their  son  Willard  was  the  hitest  born  of 
the  flock.  Their  eldest  bore  the  name  of  Chauncey 
and  was  born  in  1806.  After  him  came  two  sons 
Square  J.  and  Uriah  B.,  bom  respectively  March  11, 
1808  and  April  25,  1810.  These  were  followed 
by  a  little  child  who  died  in  infancy  unnamed 
being  born  March  1,  1812  and  dying  May  3,  1812. 
The  next  daughter,  Polly  H.,  came  to  them  July 
3,  1813  and  following  her  was  P^noch,  August 
10,  1815,  and  Phcebe  who  was  born  August  28, 
1817.  The  next  two  daughtei-s  were  Ursula  C. 
bom  October  31,  1819  and  Deliah  August  22,  1821. 
Then  came  Rol>erl  E.,  August  27,  1823,  and  Lj^dia 
L.  May  1,  1827,  and  the  list  closed  with  William 
H.  born  May  19,  1829  and  our  subject,  Willard, 
bora  August  27,  1832. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  married  in  1855 
to  Gertrude,  daughter  of  Wilson  Gamer  of  New 
Jersey.  To  this  union  has  been  granted  five  chil- 
dren. The  eldest.  Little  Jay,  who  came  to  them 
October  4,  1856  died  January  24,  1858  and  the 
next  was  a  daughter,  Katie  A.,  who  was  born 
March  7,  1860  and  married  Eugene  A.  Stowe.  She 
has  become  the  mother  of  two  children,  Leon  and 
Lucie  G.  The  third  child  of  our  subject  is  Nettie 
G.  who  was  born  June  29,  1863  and  married  (irant 
G.  Carter.  She  is  the  mother  of  one  child.  After 
her  came  Hubble  Spencer  who  was  born  April  25, 
1865  and  is  now  in  Idaho,  where  he  is  carrying  on 
mining  speculations  and  engaging  in  various 
branches  of  corporate  business.  Marcus  W.  the 
youngest  son,  was  born  Octol^er  7,  1872  and  as  he 
is  still  in  his  minority  he  is  remaining  with  his  par- 
ents at  home. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  father  who  takes   more  than    the 
ordinary  interest  in  the  education  of  his  children 


and  has  given  them  the  advantages  of  good  schools 
which  have  been  held  at  Fowlerville  and  Howell, 
Livingston  County.  He  is  doing  a  general  fann- 
ing business  and  has  his  farm  well  stocked.  His 
place  on  section  24,  has  long  been  known  as  the 
Smith  homestead.  The  family  is  connected  with 
the  Protestant  Methodist  Church  and  the  father  is 
earnest  and  liberal  in  the  support  of  the  Gospel  and 
in  the  Sunday-school  to  which  he  has  alwaj'S  taken 
his  children.  In  their  home  they  have  an  old  Bible 
which  is  a  choice  possession  as  it  has  been  in  the 
family  since  the  time  of  Mr.  Smith's  great-great- 
grandfather, Robert  Smith.  That  progenitor  had 
four  brothers,  John,  William,  Abram  and  Isaac. 
This  ancient  volume  is  printed  in  the  English 
language  and  bears  the  date  of  1602. 

The  doctrines  which  were  promulgated  by  the 
author  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  are  the 
political  convictions  of  Mr.  Smith  and  he  is  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party.  He  has 
held  a  number  of  township  offices  such  as  School 
Moderator,  Pathmaster  and  Supervisor  and  in  these 
offices  he  has  done  efficient  service  to  his  neighboi*s, 
and  under  his  superintendency  the  highways  of  his 
township  have  improved.  Ilis  fine  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  is  well  cultivated  and 
highly  productive. 


v 


^. 


i^^ 


y>  ^ 


55" 


o 


RANK  1).  WELLER.  The  young  men  of 
I^nsing,  Ingham  County,  are  the  pride  and 
!^  power  of  the  city  and  have  given  to  its 
business  enterprises  a  vitality  and  strength  which 
make  it  prominent  among  the  industrial  towns  of 
Michigan.  They  have  created  a  demand  not  only 
for  the  plain  necessities  of  life,  but  also  for  the 
adornings  which  culture  craves  and  would  supply. 
The  decorator  and  dealer  in  wall  paper  whose 
name  initiates  this  sketch,  and  whose  portrait  ap- 
pears on  the  opposite  page,  has  his  place  of  busi- 
ness at  No.  330  Washington  Avenue  South,  and  is 
a  native  of  this  city,  having  been  born  here  Sep- 
tember 19,  1855.  He  is  a  son  of  Augustus  F.  and 
Ann  (Thomas)  Weller.     His   father    was   born    in 
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Orange  County,  X.  V.,  in  1828,  and  came  to  Lan- 
sing in  1847.  He  was  u  sKjn -of  Peter  F.  Weller, 
wlio  vfos  one  of  the  very  fii'st  settlers  in  Lansing 
after  the  location  of  tlie  city,  having  eoine  West 
witli  the  Coinmissionei*s  from  Adrian  in  the  com- 
pany of  Austin  Blair  and  others. 

This  progenitor  of  our  subject  oi)ened  n  genuine 
frontier  store  in  the  line  of  groceries  and  general 
utility.  He  first  oi)encd  on  what  was  at  that  time 
known  as  Mackerel  Point,  there  being  then  no 
Wildings  in  the  city  of  I^nsing  except  one  log 
house  and  a  sawmill.  The  familv  had  some  time 
|)revious  to  this  l)een  at  Adrian  and  came  ujj  to 
the  new  capital  to  make  their  home.  Mr.  Weller 
continued  in  business  here  until  187L  and  during 
the  later  veai*s  transferred  his  interests  to  the  drv- 
goods  line,  coming  up  from  his  original  situation 
t^)  Washington  Avenue.  He  served  for  four  years 
jis  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  siK>n  after  removed  to 
Detroit,  where,  in  1884,  he  engaged  in  the  Kcpii- 
table  Life  Insurance  Comiiany,  and  remained  with 
that  company  until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  18Hi>. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  also  of    the    Masonic  fraternity. 

Ann  (Thomas)  Weller,  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  formerly  from  Pennsylvania,  and  eame 
here  with  her  parentis,  ller  father.  .lolin  Thomas, 
was  a  memljer  of  the  firm  of  lUish  iV  Thomas,  of 
whom  our  readei*s  will  Ih'  pleased  to  learn  in  the 
biographical  sketeh  of  Mr.  Hush,  to  be  found  else- 
where in  this  AiJti  M.  Augustus  and  Ann  Weller 
were  united  in  marriaj^e  in  the  fall  uf  IHa.S.  and 
here  thev  reared  a  familv  (»f  tinee  ehildren:  (uir 
subject;  Charles  A.,  now  of  Chicago;  and  Anna 
T.,  wife  of  .Mr.  Spaulding.  of  Boston.  The  mother 
died  in  1861. 

Frank  D.  Weller  leeeived  his  education  in  the 
city  schools  of  Lansing,  after  which  he  went  to 
Detroit  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  decorator  and 
frescoer.  He  remained  there  for  >ix  vears.  and 
u|X)n  returning  to  this  city,  opened  an  establish- 
ment of  his  own  in  1877,  and  has  now  worked  up 
a  large  business.  He  has  a  store  on  the  principal 
business  street  which  txrupies  a  building  22xl)(» 
feet,  and  includes  both  the  tli-st  floor  and  the  ba.st»- 
ment.  Although  a  young  man  in  reality,  Mr. 
Weller  is  from    a    laisines*?    standpoint    the   oldest 


man  in  that  exclusive  line  in  the  citv.  He  de- 
votes  himself  ix*i*sisteutly  to  his  businc:)s  and  takes 
his  recreation  iu  looking  after  his  horses.  He  i^ 
breeding  a  flue  line  of  standard  trotters  and  has  a 
large  number  of  good  young  horses  and  marcN 
His  |K>litical  views  have  iuelined  him  to  affiliate 
with  the  lX*m(x*ratic  |>arty,  and  ho  votes  that 
ticket. 

Miss  Sai-ah  Bates,  of  this  city,  liecame  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Weller  August  11,  1878.  Tills  lady  is  a 
native  of  Canada,  but  came  here  with  her  ^larentN 
her  father  iK'ing  well  known  in  the  city  as  Thoina.*^ 
Bates.  One  child,  Ava.  has  bk^ssed  their  union. 
Mr.  Weller  remembers  well  the  pioneer  times  of 
his  childh(K>d  and  the  game  which  was  plentiful, 
when  the  streets  of  this\»ity  were  in  their  primi- 
tive condition,  l)efore  the  hand  of  man  had  low- 
ered the  i^iants  of  the  forest. 


V 
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-Sn  APr.  .JOHN    K.  PRICK.     If    modest   worth 
will  not  ••  blow  its  om  n  trumi)et,"  the  pen  of 
the  biographer  must  s|>eak  it**  pi^aises.  Those 
who  are  loudest  in  their  own  lK»half  are  not  alwav> 

« 

appreciated  most  highly  by  their  neighbors,  and 
the  reverse  of  tlii>  fact  is  also  true,  as  may  beat- 
tested  to  bv  every  one  who  knows  the  "old  Mar- 
shal"  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County.  Capt.  Price. 
who  was  the  Mai-shal  of  this  citv  in  its  fii-st  days 
and  held  the  office  until  within  the  last  few  vears, 
is  not  a  man  who  speaks  his  own  praises,  but  he  is 
warmly  ai)i)reciated  by  every  man,  woman  and 
child  in  this  city  and  his  rt>sigrnation  from  that 
ottice  on  account  of  age  was  deeply  regretted.  His 
services  to  the  c<>untry  are  appi*ei^iated  by  those 
who  know  his  story  and  genuine  regret  is  felt  that 
technicalities  should  have  deprived  one  who  is  so 
worthy  from  receiving  a  pensicm  as  a  token  of  a 
nation's  gratitude. 

Capt.  Price  was  born  .July  1,  1816.  in  South  Am- 
boy  Township,  Middlesex  County,  N.  J.  His  father, 
Xerxes  Price,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  l)orn 
September  24,  1777.     The  grandfather  of  our  ,sul>- 
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ject,  Ebenezer  Price,  had  his  nativity  September 
13,  1748,  and  was  a  manufacturer  of  brick  and 
stoneware  in  New  Jersey,  and  lived  to  the  age  of 
eighty-one  years.  The  father,  who  was  also  a  man- 
ufacturer in  the  same  line,  dealt  extensively  in 
these  wares  and  remained  throughout  life  in  New 
Jersey,  dying  October  24,  1845.  He  was  a  stir- 
ring business  man  but  during  his  last  years 
lived  a  retired  life.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Nancy  Letts  and  was  a  native  of 
New  Jerse3\  Her  father,  Francis  Letts,  was  a 
New  Jersey  farmer  of  Welsh  descent  who  took  part 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  The  mother  died 
in  1829. 

Of  the  nine  children  of  Xerxes  and  Nancy  Price 
four  are  now  living.  Our  subject,  who  was  next 
to  the  youngest  in  age,  remained  upon  the  farm 
in  Middlesex  County  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
fifteen  years,  when  he  took  a  position  as  cook  upon 
a  boat  and  thought  some  of  shipping  in  the  gen- 
eral service  upon  the  high  seas.  He  went  to  Brook- 
lyn and  was  accepted  to  go  on  a  three  years*  cruise 
on  the  ship  "Hornet,"  but  through  the  influence 
of  his  brother-in-law  who  advised  him  to  learn  his 
trade  he  withdrew  from  this  engagement;  although 
he  dearly  loved  the  water  and  could  sail  a  boat 
when  he  was  fourteen  years  old.  He  was  now  aj)- 
prenticed  to  the  carpenter's  trade  and  came  to  Ba- 
tavia,  Genesee  County,  N.Y.,  in  1831,  and  there 
remained  three  years  and  six  months. 

In  1834  Mr.  Price  came  to  Michigan  and  loc*ated 
in  Sandstone,  Jackson  County,  where  he  continued 
to  work  at  the  caipenter's  trade.  In  1837  he  went 
to  Albion,  Calhoun  County,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  fanning-mills  and  there  con- 
tinued until  his  marriage  in  1843.  This  great 
event  took  place  in  Marengo  Township,  Calhoun 
County,  his  bride  being  ^Jiss  Jane  Powell,  who  was 
born  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  He  now  decided  to 
go  upon  a  farm,  and  renting  one  in  Marengo 
Township,  continued  there  for  four  and  a  lialf 
years,  raising  wheat  whieli  he  sold  at  forty -eight 
cents  per  bushel. 

It  was  in  April,  1847,  that  Mr.  Price  came  to 
Lansing  and  in  June  he  bouglit  a  tract  of  land  all 
covered  with  timber,  upon  which  he  built  a  house 
and  in  FebruaiT  of  the  next  year  removed  hither. 


This  is  the  same  place  where  he  now  resides  and  it 
comprises  four  acres  within  the  limits  of  Lansing 
and  near  to  the  business  portion  of  North  Lansing. 
He  also  owns  a  nice  farm  in  Olive  Township,  Clin- 
ton County,  which  is  finely  improved.  Here  he 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  fanning-mills  and 
for  a  year  and  a  half  operated  a  Seymour  saw- 
mill in  North  Lansing.  He  had  lumber  enough  to 
supply  a  hundred  mills  and  was  rapidly  making 
money,  when  he  left  home  and  all,  in  1861,  at  the 
first  tap  of  the  drum,  and  raising  a  company,  whi^ 
was  known  as  the  Williams  Rifles,  tendered  himself 
and  his  company  to  Gov.  Blair. 

Capt.  Pric*e  was  at  that  time  fifty -one  years  old 
and  therefore  beyond  the  legal  age  for  enlistment, 
but  his  patriotic  devotion  to  his  country  and  his. 
strong  sense  of  the  justice  of  the  Union  cause,  caused 
him  to  overcome  the  obstacles  in  the  way  of  his 
enlistment.  His  company  was  made  part  of  the 
Third  Regiment,  Michigan  In  fan  try,  under  the  title 
of  Company  G,  They  were  mustered  in  at  Grand 
Rapids  and  the  company  was  tendered  the  electing 
of  their  own  Captain,  which  he  received  by  an 
unanimous  vote.  He  was  also  appointed  Captain 
of  the  camp  at  Grand  Rapids  and  after  a  short 
time  went  on  to  Washington  with  his  company. 
He  remained  in  service  until  the  marching  caused 
him  to  give  out,  as  he  had  taken  sick  in  Detroit 
and  could  not  endure  such  hardships.  They  were 
on  their  way  to  the  battle  o?  Bull  Run  when  he 
was  prostrated  by  sickness  and  remained  in  camp 
until  he  resigned,  in  August,  1861,  his  term  of  ser- 
vice having  lacked  just  eight  days  of  thrqe  months, 
which  excludes  him  from  obtaining  a  pension.  He 
was  in  feeble  health  for  some  time  after  his  return 
and  since  that  time  has  followed  farming.  The 
farm  which  he  now  has  is  as  fine  land  as  can  be 
found  in  Clinton  County  and  since  he  has  come  to 
so  yenerable  an  age,  he  rents  it  out  and  lives  a  re- 
tired life.  He  owns  the  stock  uix)n  his  farm  and 
has  half  the  increase  of  it. 

The  four  children  of  our  subject  are  Clara,  Mi*s. 
Wood,  of  Lansing;  Mary  J.,  Mrs.  Twait,  of  lou- 
sing; Ella  J.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years,  and 
William  A.,  who  is  in  Mississippi.  Capt.  Price  has 
held  various  i)Ositions  of  trust  and  responsibility, 
having  seryed  one  term  on  the   School  Board  and 
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was  Coininis^ioner  of  FIigliway»  for  several  yeai*?* 
ill  l^nsiii«r  Township  and  Treasurer  for  one  year, 
lie  is  an  KIder  in  the  Franklin  Strei»t  l*reshvt<»riaii 
Church  and  has  l)een  Suiiday-sc*hool  Superintendent 
havinor  served  in  that  capacity  in  the  first  Sunday- 
s<*hool  which  was  or^nized  in  this  city,  and  l>ei«^ 
one  of  the  organizers  of  that  Sunday-school  and 
the  l^resbvterian  Church,  lie  is  iMmceded  lo  Ik* 
the  oldest  settler  in  North  I ^n sing.  He  is  an  ar- 
dent Republican  of  the  old-fashioned  kind  and  a 
true  patriot  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  He  ha> 
served  upon  l)oth  the  gitind  and  petit  juries  and 
was  the  lii>»t  .Marshal  of  I^ansing.  He  iM*eineinU'red 
as  being  the  Marskial  on  the  mvasion  of  the  fii-st 
Fourth  of  .July  c*elebration  and  the  first  Republi- 
can rally  and  pnK'cssion  in  1H54.  Tntil  within  :i 
very  few  veal's  this  venenible  and  In^loved  citizen 
has  liecn  induced  to  act  as  .Mai'shal  u|jon  all  great 
oci*asions,  as  Ijinsing  |)eople  do  not  think  a  grand 
pr<x»ession   quite  complete  unless  he  is  at  the  liend. 


ILBKRT  W.  LKVVIS  is  a  inemlKM-  of  tiic  linn 
^  of  Karle  iV  Lewis,  hardware  merchants  at 
<<^'-  Mas<m,  Ingham  County.  A  sketcii  will  be 
found  of  the  senior  ineml)er  of  the  firm  in  another 
part  of  this  volume.  The  vouiiir  men  are  both 
enterprising  and  ambitious  and  have  already  built 
up  a  good  re|)Utati(m  and  business  in  the  place  of 
their  (  hoice.  Our  subject  is  a  native  of  the  Km- 
pi re  State  having  l)een  born  in  Oaktield.  (ienesee 
County,  N.  V..  February  i>,  IHAH.  He  is  the  son  of 
Irvin  and  Kmeline  (Ueardsley)  Lewis,  the  former 
a  native  of  Connecticut  although  of  Knglish  ances- 
try,and  the  mother  having  l)ecn  lK>rn  in  Alexander. 
X.  v.,  and  being  of  mixed  Scotch  and  French  aii- 
ci'strv.  The  elements  that  he  <rets  frcmi  this  mixed 
ancCv^try  are  evident  in  the  sturdy  mdeiK'udence, 
the  speculative  insight  that  he  is  determined  U> 
have  into  every  subject  in  which  he  is  interotecL 
and  the  Yankee  ingenuity  that  he  brings  to  U^ar 
in  argument  and  trade. 

I'p  to  the  age  of  fourteen   the  original   of  our 
sketch   sjKMit   most  of   his   time  in  the  sehool  nM>m 


and  then  urraduated  from  Carey  Seminary.  New 
York.  His  father  had  died  when  he  was  but  a  lad 
of  ten  years  of  ajre.  and  his  mother,  who  married 
again,  i*ame  with  herhusliand  to  Michigan.  U)ca tin ^ 
in  Hillsdale  County  in  1872.  Here  thev  h)cated 
on  a  farm  which  they  continued  to  <>i)erate  until 
our  subje<*t  had  attained  his  eight^H^nth  year.  He 
then  left  home  to  gain  a  living  for  himself  and 
sj)ent  one  year  in  I^)gan  County.  HI.,  where  he 
worked  in  an  elevator.  He  then  rt»tumed  to  Hills- 
dale County,  and  from  there  went  to  his  old  home 
in  New  York  where  he  re-vi.Mted  familiar  s<*ene>, 
remaining  some  six  months.  He  then  i-eturned  t<» 
Hillsdale  County,  this  State,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  united  his  fate  for  l»etter  or  woi-se  with 
that  of  Miss  Ida  M.  Linsday,  of  Litchfield.  I Iills<lale 
County.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated  Octoher 
M),  1H78.  The  lady  i>  a  daughter  of  .1.  B.  and 
Kmeline  (Mead)  IJnsday.  She  was  lH>ni  A))ril  11, 
IH.')?.  in  Hillsdale  County,  Mich. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  I^wis  acivpted  a  |Kieiitioii 
as  freight  agent  at  lousing  ou  the.  Michigan 
Southern  railroad.  He  <K*cupied  this  j)ost  for 
about  eight  months  and  then  engaged  as  clerk  in 
a  hardware  store  U'loiiiriuyf  to  Dart  <\r  Bowen.  in 
1  ^Musing.  There  he  remained  for  three  and  a  half 
years,  wlien  he  changed  his  positi<m  and  was  em- 
ployed with  \V.  I).  Sabine,  also  a  hardwait*  meix*hant, 
foi"  one  year.  He  then  traveled  for  .six  months  a.** 
a  salesman,  after  which  time  he  was  engaged  in  the 
city  of  lndiana)M>lis  as  a  clerk  in  a  hardwan*  stoiv 
f<n-  a  space  of  one  year.  From  there  he  came  to 
.Mason  and  for  one  and  a  half  years  clerked  in  the 
hardware  store  of  A.  ().  DulVois,  and  then  traveled 
on  the  road  for  a  Cleveland  hardware  firm  for  four 
years.     This  briiiirs  him  up  to  January,  1891,  when 

•  t  .  1  ft  ■ 

he  piirchase<l  the  interest  of  his  old  employer,  .Mr. 
A.  ().  l)ul^)is,  and  the  firm  was  re-established  under 
the  name  of  Karle  A'  Lewis. 

Mr.  Lewi>  i.^  a  follower  of  the  Republican  i>art|. 
in  spite  of  the  duty  on  tin.     S<K'ially  he  is  a  nieiii- 

I  •  • 

ber  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  has  found  that 
his  fraternizinii  with  tiie  men  in  this  MK'ietv  ha.-* 
been  of  meat  advantaue  to  him,  not  only  in  a  six'ial 
way.  but  from  a  business  standpoint.  The  firm  cf 
which  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  junior  member  en  joys  a  good 
trade.     They  sell  very  clo»e  and  are  enabled  so  to 
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do  by  their  knowledge  of  the  best  markets  in  which 
to  purchase,  and  by  tlieir  upnght  manner  of  doing 
busine^^.  They  enjoy  the  confidence  of  the  com- 
munity and  all  other  bui^ineds  housett  have  a  good 
word  to  sav  for  the  young  firm.  Mr.  I^win  hat; 
but  one  brother  whose  name  is  Merrill  L.  Ixiwis. 
He  travels  for  a  (-leveland  hardware  house  and  his 
home  is  located  at  Marion,  Ind.,  where  he  has  a 
delightful  residence  that  is  presided  over  by  a 
gentle,  refined  little  woman  and  two  charming 
daughters. 


/ 
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si'ptuagenarian  of  such  diameter  and  worth  as  Mr. 
Downs,  wlio  has  now  retired  from  active  life  and 
is  s|>ending  his  last  days  in  the  lovely  liome  in  the 
citv,  which  was  the  scene  of  his  lal>oi's  in  his  early 
manhood.  I  lis  home  is  surrounded  by  a  lK?autiful 
little  fruit  farm  of  two  and  one-half  aci*es,  in  which 
the  old  gentleman  deliglib*.  and  which  he  is  able 
to  sui)erinti»nd  pi-ofitably.  lie  has  l)een  a  resident 
t)f  this  citv  since  New  Year's  Day,  1857. 

Mansfield,  Richland  County,  Ohio,  is  the  native 
home  of  tliis  gentleman,  who  was  l>orn  .July  29, 
1821.  llis  father,  .James  Downs,  was  born  near  the 
old  Natural  Bridge  in  Virginia  and  his  father,  John 
H.,  was  the  son  of  a  Protectant  Irishman  from  the 
North  of  Ireland.  The  family  lineage  is  traced  to 
the  Scotch  nobility.  The  grandfather  was  a  shoe- 
maker by  tmde.  first  in  N'irginia  and  afterward  in 
Maryland,  and  in  1812  he  removed  to  Ohio  and 
located  eight  miles  from  Mansfield,  on  a  farm,  which 
he  improved  and  somewhat  later  sold  lx»fore  return- 
ing to  Mansfield. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  miller  by  trade 
and  operated  a  mill  for  Mr.  Marshall  on  Clear  Fork, 
Richland  County,  Ohio,  and  later  bought  a  farm 
adjoining  and  carried  it  on  while  continuing  his 
milling.    In  1830  he  sold  this  property  and  rera<»ved 


to  Mansfield,  where  he  took  up  the  making  of  brick, 
in  which  he  was  successful,  and  died  there  in  April, 
1838,  at  the  age  of  forty-two  years.  He  was  a  de- 
vout and  earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Deborah,  daugh- 
ter of  William  VanDorn,  and  l)elonged  to  one  of 
the  old  Dutch  families  of  Eastern  New  York,  l^eing 
lK)rn  in  Saratoga  County.  Her  father  at  the  age 
of  fifteen  entered  the  H«volutionary  Army  and 
served  throughout  the  continuance  of  the  war,  after 
which  he  resumed  farming.  About  the  year  1812 
he  located  in  Washington  Township.  Richland 
County,  Ohio,  two  miles  from  where  the  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  John  Downs,  made  his  home.  There 
was  longevity  in  the  family  on  botli  sides  and  the 
mother  lived  to  complete  eighty  years  and  then 
))assed  away  in  Ohio,  in  1878.  She  had  nine  chil- 
dren in  her  household  and  Josiah  was  third  in 
order  of  age.  He  is  the  only  one  of  •the  brothers 
who  is  now  living  although  none  of  the  sist^i-s 
have  passed  away. 

In  Richland  County,  Ohio,  this  boy  grew  to  the 
age  of  nine  years  up(m  the  fann,  after  which  he 
went  to  Mansfield  three  months  eacli  winter  to  at- 
tend school,  and  began  helping  also  in  the  brick- 
yard, his  earliest  task  l>eing  carrying  brick,  and 
when  sixteen  yeai-s  old  in  molding  brick,  hi^ 
usual  task  l)eing  thret*  thousand  a  day.  When 
the  father  died  the  sons  carried  on  the  l)usiness 
through  the  next  season,  getting  out  some  sixty 
thousand  bricks, and  then  de<*ided  to  drop  this  busi- 
ness and  learn  trades. 

.losiah  was  apprenticed  to  a  tailor  in  Mansfield 
and  after  three  years  at  the  tmde  he  worked  as  a 
journeyman  at  Ashland  and  New  Haven,  and  sub- 
sequently returned  to  Mansfield  and  started  a  shop. 
Hut  this  was  not  of  hmg  duration,  as  in  May,  I84(> 
he  joined  the  volunteer  army,  entering  Company 
A,  Third  Ohio  Infantry,  and  serving  for  one  year 
in  the  Mexican  War,  with  the  rank  <»f  Second  Ser- 
geant. ITewassent  to  Cincinnati  under  Col.  Cur- 
tis, and  next  went  to  New  Orlo^ins,  and  joining 
TavlorV  army  sailed  in  (ren.  R  K.  Butler's  Divis- 
ion  to  Mexico. 

The  regiment  was  kepi  at  the  garrison  at   .Mata- 
mora  on  duty  for  five  months  and   then   spent  one 
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montli  at  Comargi>,  whence  they  inart^hed  to  Mont- 
erey and  Buena  Vista,  where  his  re|j:iment  took  a 
train  of  two  hundred  wagon  loads  of  provision 
encountering  parties  of  'Trears*',  Mexican  plunder- 
ers, all  along  the  way  but  they  made  their  way 
through  in  safety.  They  remained  in  Buena  Vista 
until  after  the  battle  of  Vera  Cruz,  when,  their 
term  of  service  having  expired,  they  were  dis- 
charged, l)eing  mustered  out  at  New  Orleans, 
June  25,  1847  returning  by  boat  to  Cincinnati. 

Sergeant  Downs  now  si^ttled  down  to  work  at 
his  trade  and  to  establish  a  home  of  his  own  and 
was  married  ()ctolK?r  28,  1847,  in  Ohio,  to  Miss 
Lydi'i  Spiteler,  a  native  of  that  State  and  daughter 
of  Daniel  Spiteler,  who  was  a  potter  by  trade.  Our 
subject  continued  in  the  tailoring  business,  until 
1855,  when  he  removed  to  Auburn,  Ind.,  where  he 
carried  on  busine^ss  in  clothing  and  furnishing 
goods,  and  eighteen  months  later  removed  to  Crest- 
line, Ohio,  \fliere  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
Mr.  (ireenfield,  and  enlarged  his  stock.  Five 
months  later  he  removed  to  (io^hen.  Ind.,  and  the 
following  January,  in  1857,  lu  located  in  Lansing, 
opening  a  fine  line  of  clothing  and  |)iece  good.^  as 
a  merchant  tailor.  His  partnership  here  witli  Mr. 
(ireenfield  lasted  for  eighteen  montlis,  and  then 
Mr.  Downs  sold  out  his  interest  and  renting  a  room, 
started  in  as  a  custom  tailor  and  did  well  at  it  for 
twelve  years,  after  which  he  sold  ]ii>  business  to 
Messrs.  Murrav  and  Dixon. 

When  this  gentleman  first  came  to  Lansing  he 
purchased  an  acre  of  land  where  the  Lansing  \Vlieel 
Works  now  stand,  and  resided  on  that  s})Ot  during 
the  days  of  the  war,  when  he  sold  it  and  bought 
s<mu'thing  over  five  acres  adjoining  the  cori)ora- 
tion.  Here  he  Imilt  a  liouse  and  set  out  an  orchard. 
After  selling  his  shop  he  still  continued  as  a  cutter 
and  fitter,  and  his  old  customers  still  sent  for  him 
to  do  their  special  work.  He  finally  sold  his  little 
place  and  bought  two  and  one-half  acres  where  he 
now  resides,  building  his  present  home  in  1874. 
During  this  time  he  was  superintendent  of  the 
tailoring  department  at  the  Reform  School  for 
seven  years,  while  Johnson  iV  Howe  were  superin- 
dents  of  the  school.  At  that  time  he  was  so 
much  troubled  with  neuralgia  in  the  head  that  he 
gave  up  his  in-do(.)r.  work  and  devoted  himself  to 


his  garden  and  fruit  farm,  until  he  entirely  over- 
came this  trouble. 

Ten  children  form  the  household  of  our  subject 
and  his  faithful  companion,  whom  we  will  enum- 
erate as  follows:  Oscar  B.,  a  baker  in  Saginaw; 
James,  who  resides  in  I^nsing;  Carrie,  now  Mrs. 
Mark  Aldrich,  of  Grand  Fork  County,  I>ak.;  Mil- 
t<m  B.,  a  cal>i net-maker  and  the  finest  workman  in 
the  city ;  Franklin,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years; 
Julietta  married  Mr.  Durand,  who  is  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  at  Yjxsi- 
lanti;  Marv  married  William  C.  Hinman,  the  Citv 
Clerk;  John  is  a  memlier  of  the  Metroplitan  Police; 
William  .M.,  a  carriage  trimmer;  Minnie  is  attend- 
ing s<*Ihm)1  at  Vpsilanti  and  Bertha  is  a  member  of 
the  Class  of  '83,  in   the  High  School  at   Lansing. 

Daniel  Spiteler,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Downs,  was 
born  near  Fredericksburg,  Pa.,and  his  father,  Simon, 
a  Hollander,  came  to  Pen nsylvania^  where  he  car- 
ried on  a  farm  and  died  in  Canton,  Ohio.  Daniel 
Spiteler  had  a  |)ottery  at  Mansfield,  and  afterward 
came  to  DeKalb  County,  Ind.  where  he  bought  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres  ncnr  Spencer  and  carried  on 
the  double  voeation  of*  farmer  and  potter.  His 
death  took  j)lace  when  he  was  sixty  years  old.  His 
excellent  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Caroline 
Xeagent  and  had  her  birth  in  Greencastle,  Pa.,  and 
her  father,  William  Xeagent,  was  a  native  of  Eng- 
land, who  made  his  home  in  Greencastle,  where  he 
was  a  i)rominent  man  and  a  leader  in  the  Masonic 
order.  He  was  one  of  the  committee  who  came  to 
Detroit  to  form  the  fii-st  Masonic  lodge  in  Michigan 
and  during  that  trip  died  on  the  River  Raisin. 
The  mother  died  in  Ft.  Wayne  after  reaching  her 
seventy-eighth  year.  They  were  both  earnest  and 
devoted  members  of  the  l^ptist  Church,  and  the 
judicious  and  faithful  parents  of  nine  children. 
Mrs.  Downs  was  their  first-born  and  first  saw  the 
light  July  I,  1828  near  Mansfield  which  was  her 
home  until  l8/>(),  when  she  removed  to  Spencer, 
Ind..  where  she  resided  until  her  marriage. 

Mr.  Downs  has  served  his  township  one  year  as 
clerk,  and  has  also  been  School  Director  a  year.  He 
is  identified  with  Lansing  Lodge,  No.  33.  A.Fd'.A.M. 
lie  joined  the  IndeixMident  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
at  Auburn,  and  is  also  a  meml>er  of  the  Association 
of  Mexican  Veterans.     His  political  views  ally  him 
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with  the  Democratic  party  and  in  religion  he  is  a 
Universalist.  being  Deacon  and  Trustee  in  tliat 
church,  while  hw  wife  inclines  to  the  Spiritualistic 
faith.  It  is  a  delight  to  visit  this  valued  and  ex- 
perienced citizen,  who  makes  every  guest  his  friend 
by  virtue  of  his  courtesy,  affability  and  intelligence. 


@_ 
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y?ILLIAM  A.  DRYER.  When  one  invest!- 
gates  the  l)eginnings  of  history,  consid- 
erable research  is  necessary  in  order  to 
make  clear  the  first  settlements  and  the  earl}' 
I'ecords.  It  is  believed  that  the  fi]*st  settlement  in 
Ingham  County  was  made  by  Mr.  Rodgers  u])on 
section  36,  SUx^kbridge  Township,  in  1835,  but  the 
gentleman  whose  name  api)ears  at  the  head  of  this 
skett^h  is  the  oldest  settler  now  livi  ig  within  the 
bounds  of  the  count  v.  lie  is  well  known  all  over 
the  county,  and  especially  in  Ijinsing  and  vicinity, 
where  he  has  l)een  prominent  in  the  township  as 
Sui>ervisor  and  the  other  pa**itions  of  trust.  He  is 
a  most  delightful  and  entertaining  talker,  as  he 
knows  all  the  stories  of  the  early  pioneer  life.  At 
the  time  of  his  fii-st  settlement  here  he  had  to  pro- 
cure work  in  the  more  si»ttled  portions  of  the  State, 
and  he  more  than  once  walked  a  distance  of  thirty- 

• 

live  miles  to  get  work.  At  one  time  he  obtained 
work  at  Dexter,  laboring  s<»ven  and  one-half  days 
in  haying  and  harvesting  to  pnx-ure  one  hundred 
pounds  of  flour,  and  then  he  walked  home  again 
the  twenty-five  miles  distance  and  returned  with 
his  ox-team  to  haul  it  back,  making  in  all  eleven 
and  one-half  days  of  wc)rk  foi*  one  hundred 
pounds  of  flour.  He  is  a  man  <»f  remarkable 
mind,  keenlv  alive  to  all  the  issue.«<  (»f  the  day, and 
with  a  rich  fund  of  experience. 

Mr.  Dryer  had  his  birth  in  Cazenovia,  Madison 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  9,  1818.  his  father.  Allen 
Dryer,  and  his  grandfather,  who  bore  the  same 
name,  both  l)eing  native.^  of  the  old  Bay  State. 
Tlie  name  was  formerly  Dwyer,  and  the  original 
ancestor  was  a  Hollander,  but  when  he  was  in  Eng- 
land he  was  conscripU'd  and  to  esc»ape  the  draft  he 
^migrated  to  America,  where  he  hx'at^d  in  Ma^^sa- 


chusetts  and  clianged  the  name  to  Dryer.  The 
grandfather  came  from  Massachusetts  and  liecame 
an  early  settler  of  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  whei'e 
he  carried  on  a  farm.  His  father  also  bore  the 
name  of  Allen. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  removed  from  Mas- 
sachusetts to  New  York  after  their  marriage,  and 
his  father  became  Postmaster  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  Cazenovia,  and  having  reached  the  age 
of  seventy  yeai-s,  died  there  in  1842.  He  had  a 
brother  who  lived  to  the  i*emarkable  age  of  one 
hundred  years  and  nine  days.  He  was  a  Whig 
in  his  political  attachments.  His  wife,  Esther 
Bullock,  was  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Bullock,  a 
Massachui^etts  farmer,  and  she  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-six  years,  in  the  same  year  which  saw  her 
huslKind's  demise.  They  were  t^arncst  and  active 
meml)^^^  of  the  Presbyterian  Chuixjh,  and  had  the 
remarkable  and  blessed  exj^erience  of  seeing  all  of 
their  thirteen  children  grow  to  years  of  maturity. 
There  was  not  a  death  in  the  family  until  after 
the  youngest  son  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
thi^ee  veal's,  during  which  year  the  father  and 
mother  and  four  of  the  sons  were  carried  to  the 
grave  in  three  months  by  a  fever. 

The  children  of  this  family  were  of  follows: 
Barzilla,  who  died  in  1842;  Adelia  is  now  ninety- 
four  veal's  old,  and  has  her  home  in  Bath  Town- 
ship,  Clinton  County;  Esther  died  at  Battle  Creek; 
Lucy  passed  away  at  Fenner,  N.  Y.;  Almira  died 
in  Clinton  County,  Mich.;  Rufus  died  in  New 
York;  David  resides  in  Bath,  Clinton  County; 
Margaret  is  with  our  subjec^t;  Mary  died  in  lou- 
sing in  1888;  William  A.,  our  subject;  .lames  died 
in  1842;  Matilda's  death  occurred  in  Canada;  and 
l^njamin  died  in  1842. 

William  Dryer  was  educated  in  the  district 
s<»hools  of  Cazenovia.  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
was  apprenticed  to  the  carriage  builders'  trade,  at 
which  he  served  for  four  yeai-s,  and  then  worked 
at  the  business  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
three.  In  1836  he  came  to  Michigan,  reaching 
this  point  in  .June.  He  traveled  by  boat  to  Buf- 
falo, by  the  '^Old  Michigan"  to  Detroit,  and  then 
came  prospecting  on  foot,  and  finally  decided  U> 
locate  in  Michigan,  although  he  had  intended  to 
make  Illinois  his  home.     When  he   left  Yjisilanti 
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he  was  taken  very  sick,  and  fis  liis  imrtner  had 
gone  U)  Illinois,  he  was  in  quite  a  desolate  c»ondi- 
tion;  however,  he  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  in 
White  Oak  Township,  on  section  21,  which  was  a 
dense  forest.  He  went  on  foot  back  to  Detroit, 
and  in  the  fall  brought  his  wife  and  one  child, 
and  building  a  log  house,  Ijegan  to  climb  the  lad- 
der of  life  on  the  verv  bottom  round.  His  resi- 
dence  was  a  log  shanty  with  a  roof  made  of  s|)ht 
red  oak  shakes,  and  the  floor  of  split  basswood, 
evened  by  an  adz.  He  prcxieeded  to  clear  the 
farm,  and  found  his  nearest  market  at  Ann 
Arl)or,  and  his  most  numerous  neighboi*s  In- 
dians, with  whom  he  learned  to  talk  in  their 
dialect. 

In  184,>  Mr.  Dryer  sold  his  property  in  White 
Oak  Township, and  bought  land  in  Pinckncy,  Liv- 
ingston County,  where  he  kept  a  shoj)  and  worked 
at  his  trade  for  three  veai*s.  In  184H  he  removed 
to  I^nsing,  making  his  home  hero  on  the  2d 
of  Noveml)er,  and  putting  u\)  a  shop.  He  made 
the  first  wagon  that  was  ever  manufactured  in 
lousing,  and  also  the  tii-st  cnrrinue.  The  axles  of 
this  vehicle  were  made  <Mit  of  iron-wood  poles 
which  were  taken  from  an  old  log  house.  For  two 
vears  he  carried  on  the  manufacture  of  waijons 
and  carriages,  and  then  entered  the  eni])loy  of 
Smith,  Turner  <\t  Seymour,  in  building  the  j)lank 
road  iKJtween  Tensing  ct  Howell.  In  their  inter- 
ests he  had  charge  of  the  store  at  Leroy  Jind  also 
of  a  sawmill,  where  the  planks  for  the  road  were 
manufactured.  This  work  occu|>ied  him  for  two 
years,  and  subsequently  he  entered  the  mercantile 
business,  into  which  he  was  aided  bv  **Zach'* 
Chandler,  who  helped  to  establish  his  credit  for 
the  purchase  of  goods.  He  carried  on  this  store 
for  four  years  upon  Center  Street,  North  Lansing, 
and  made  a  success  of  it,  but  he  then  sold  out  this 
Imsiness  and  purchased  a  farm. 

The  propert}^  which  Mr.  Dryer  now  bought  com- 
prised one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres,  all  in 
the  woods,  situated  upon  section  7,  Lansing  Town- 
ship. He  hx^ated  upon  this  land  and  proceeded  t^ 
im|)rove  it,  and  in  IH.")!)  hewed  out  and  built  a  log 
house.  He  was  nominated  by  the  Rcpubliciin 
party  as  Representative  in  the  Legislature,  but  was 
defeated  by  the  Hon.  0.  M.  Barnes.    He  continued 


to  reside  u|K>n  his  farm  until  November  1889, 
when  he  retired  from  active  life,  and  selling  Unt 
pro|)erty  came  to  live  in  Lansing.  He  was  the 
first  citizen  of  Ingham  Ck>unty  to  introduce  fine 
sheep  here.  Merinos  being  his  hobby,  and  he  had 
over  four  hundred  head  in  his  flock.  He  also  in- 
troduced thorough-bred  Short-horn  cattle,  and  was 
one  of  the  originators  of  the  Central  Michigan 
Agricultuml  Association,  of  which  he  was  the  first 
President,  an  oflice  he  held  for  two  years.  He  is 
still  (uie  of  its  firm  friends,  and  was  a  Director 
continuously  until  his  retii*ement  from  active 
duties.  At  \t^  fairs  he  has  taken  many  pre- 
miums, and  was  ever  active  in  promoting  its  in- 
terests. 

This  venerable  gentleman  was,  on  the  24th 
of  October,  1831,  united  in  marriage  with  the 
wife  of  his  vouth,  in  Hamilton,  Madison  County, 
N.  V.  This  lady  was  Miss  Betsey  H.  Newell, 
a  native  of  Morrisville,  and  she  passed  from 
earth  in  I  HOI.  Iler  nine  children  are:  Mar}*, 
Mrs.  .1.  K.  Warner,  of  lousing:  Dr.  Newell  en- 
listed in  I  HO 4  in  the  Seventeenth  Michigan  Infan- 
try, and  served  as  Assistant  Surgeon  until  the 
close  of  the  war;  Elbridge,  a  farmer  in  Lansing 
Township;  Ksther  was  Mi*s.  G.W.  Christopher,  and 
died  in  IHH7;  Adelaide  and  .Tames  W.  both  died 
in  infancy;  Helen  A.  died  in  1880  at  the  age  of 
twentv-four:  William  F..  a  farmer  in  Bath  Toi*ti- 
shii):  and  Hel.^ey  K.  is  Mrs.  E.  M.  Johnson,  of 
Owosso.  Newell  Dryer  enlisted  as  a  private,  and 
his  father  went  to  Ciov.  Crapo  and  obtained  for 
him  (ahead  of  forty-seven  other  applications)  a 
commission  as  Assistant  Surgeon.  This  able 
physician,  who  is  now  practicing  in  Bath,  Clin- 
ton County,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Buffalo  Medic«l 
College. 

The  second  marriage  of  the  gentleman  of  whom 
we  are  writing  t(K)k  place  in  1861,  and  he  was  then 
united  with  Mrs.  Sarah  Britton,  who  was  bora  in 
Steuben  County.  N.  Y.,and  came  to  Michigan  with 
her  parents  in  1879,  locating  in  Wayne  County, 
where  they  lived  upon  a  farm.  Her  first  marriage 
t4)ok  i)lace  in  Ann  Arbor,  and  she  afterward  lived 
in  Pintkney,  where  Mr.  Britton  died,  and  sul)- 
sequent  to  that  event  she  located  in  Lansing  in 
1852. 
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When  Mr.  Dryer  was  residing  in  White  Oak 
Township,  he  served  as  Supervisor  and  Township 
Clerk  as  well  as  School  Inspector.  He  helped  to 
organize  the  township  and  the  county,  and  served 
as  County  Commissioner,  being  also  Chairman  of 
the  Board  for  two  years.  In  Lansing  Township 
he  was  Supervisor  for  fourteen  yeai*s,  and  during 
most  of  that  time  was  Chairman  of  the  County 
Board.  He  helped  to  build  all  the  schoolhouses, 
and  had  a  broad  acquaintance  throughout  the 
county.  He  is  a  member  of  the  State  Pioneer 
Association,  as  well  as  of  the  Ingham  County 
Pioneer  Association,  and  was  its  honored  President 
for  many  years. 

The  Methoilist  Episc^opal  Church  is  the  religious 
body  with  which  our  subject  is  in  sympathy,  and 
he  has  been  an  ofHcial  member  of  it  for  many 
years,  but  he  also  S3^mpatliize8  warmly  with  all  re- 
ligious movements,  and  has  aided  in  the  erection 
of  every  church  in  Lansing.  In  his  early  days  he 
was  a  Free-soil  Democrat,  but  when  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law  came  into  force,  it  sent  him  with  many 
others  into  the  newly  formed  Republican  party  in 
1854.  His  first  Presidential  vote  was  east  for  Mar- 
tin Van  Buren,  and  his  second  for  John  C.  Fre- 
mont. Since  that  time  he  has  been  a  pillar  in  the 
Republican  party,  and  until  recently  he  has  at- 
tended nearly  every  county  and  congressional 
convention,  and  was  a  member  and  Chairman  in 
the  Republican  Committee  of  Ingham  County  for 
years. 


T^ 
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j^ILLIAM  HENRY  RAYNER,  is  a  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  who  owns  two  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  land  within  the  cor- 
porate limits  of  Mason.  His  farm  is  located  on 
section  9,  of  Vevay  Township,  Ingham  County, 
but  his  residence  is  in  the  city  proper.  The  dis- 
tance between  his  residence  and  the  fann  which  he 
operates  being  so  short  that  he  can  readily  go  from 
one  place  to  the  other.  Mr.  Rayuer  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Brutus,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  April 
24,   1836,    He  is   the  son   of    John  and  Emily 


(Meech)  Ravnor,  the  father  a  native  of  Oranegc 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  the  mother  of  the  town  of 
Brutus,  where  our  subject  was  born. 

Our  subject's  parents  came  to  Michigan  when 
their  son  was  but  three  yeai*s  of  age,  and  they  lo- 
cated in  the  village  of  Mason,  at  a  time  when  there 
was  but  a  limited  chance  for  the  lad  to  obtain 
many  educational  advantages,  as  they  were  in 
such  financial  iX)sitiou  that  he  had  to  work  on  the 
farm  at  the  time  when  he  should  have  been  in 
school.  He  had  a  great  desire  to  become  a  sur- 
veyor and  although  he  never  had  any  opportunity 
of  studying  the  science  of  surveying  in  school,  yet 
he  gave  what  time  he  could  to  the  study,  while  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  he  became  quite  an  expert 
at  the  business,  even  going  so  far  as  to  construct 
some  of  his  leveling  instruments.  He  was  rec- 
ognized in  the  neighborhood  in  which  he  lived  as 
being  an  ingenious  young  man,  and  his  services 
were  frequently  in  requisition  as  a  surveyor.  He 
still  possesses  an  instrument  for  leveling  that  he 
himself  made,  that  cannot  be  surpassed  by  any  in- 
strument made  at  the  present  time.  He  served 
faithfully  upon  his  father's  place  until  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  giving  his  time  to  the  very  day,  but 
immediately  after  began  to  do  for  himself. 

William  Henry  I^yner  l>egan  to  work  by  the 
month  or  day,  or  any  other  way  in  which  he  could 
earn  money,  and  in  a  short  time  he  had  made  a 
position  for  himself  and  was  recognized  through- 
out the  township  as  a  progressive,  go-ahead  young 
man.  In  two  or  three  years  he  was  elected  Con- 
stable, in  which  capacity  he  served  for  eight  years 
and  he  has  served  as  County  Surveyor  some  twelve 
or  sixteen  years,  although  not  consecutively.  He 
has  also  frequently  ])er formed  the  duties  of  City 
Engineer. 

.  Our  subject  began  to  feel  himself  in  a  position 
in  which  he  could  have  a  home  of  his  own,  and  on 
September  6,  1866,  he  made  Miss  Frances  Robbins 
the  presiding  genius  over  his  domestic  afifaii*s,  as 
well  as  the  custodian  of  his  best  affections,  his 
companicm  and  helpmate.  She  was  born  in  Alai- 
edon  Township,  Ingham  County.  ^Nlarcli  15,  1816, 
and  is  a  daughtiM*  of  William  P.  and  Lydia  M. 
(Wells)  Robbins.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the 
parents  of   three   children;     Robbins  B.   Rayner, 


348 


l^RTRAIT  AND  BIOCiRAPlIICAL  ALBUM. 


born  December  4,  1873,  Rie  M.,  lyom  May  13, 
1875,  and  William  P.,  born  January  16,  1881. 
Our  subject  is  a  believer  in  the  Bible,  of  which  he 
has  always  been  an  ardent  student,  l)elievint^  it  to 
be  the  Book  of  l>ooks,  and  from  n  literary  stand- 
point, without  parallel.  In  politico  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican, giving  his  vote  and  influence  to  that  party 
in  its  purity  of  principle.  Mr.  Rayiier  owns  a 
good  home  in  Mason,  but  takes  great  delight  in 
his  farm  and  farm  life.  Ilis  place  in  the  country 
bears  evidence  of  intelligent  and  skillful  manage- 
ment. He  has  on  his  place  a  little  log  cabin  to 
commemorate  log  cabin  campaign  times.  Mr.  Hay- 
ner  has  on  his  place  a  flne-i)ark  and  grounds,  which 
is  the  only  park  in  the  village. 


@$;^^ 
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M.  NOrriNCillAM,   M.   I).     Tlic    stand- 
ing of  a  right-minded  and   skillful    pliys- 
f^J^-'      ician  in  an  intelliirciit   connnnnitv  is  one 
'^  of  great  honcn-  and    rc|)utc,  hut  it   is  <»nc 

which  must  l)e  attained  through  vcars  of  hard  labor 
and  conscientious  pursuit  of  tlic  work  which  came 
to  hand.  No  one,  nioro  than  a  physician.  kn<)w> 
how  true  it  is  that  a  man  wh<»  wouhl  ohtain  a  i^ood 
standing  in  his  profession  inu>t  work  hard  and  de- 
vote himself  imtlinchintily  to  duty  tlii-ouuii  all  the 
years  of  his  career.  Neirli<;ence  in  micIi  a  one  i> 
criminal  and  is  justly  consid(M'c(l  un])rnfe>si<)nal. 
while  the  devotion  of  his  best  kn(»wledireand  high- 
est powei*s  to  every  case  which  c<mies  to  his  hands 
is  only  his  dutv.  Such  devotion  has  hnniirht  Dr. 
Nottingham  to  the  foremost  lank  among  the  Home- 
opathic physicians  of  Ingham  County,  and  lia> 
brought  to  him  the  largest  practice  of  any  |»hys- 
ician  of  his  school,  and  Lansing  is  proud  to  claim 
him  as  one  of  her  prominent  citizens. 

Dr.  Nottingham,  who  is  the  ex-President  of  the 
Michigan  State  Medical  Society,  is  the  son  of 
James  Nottingham,  a  \'irginian.  and  the  grand- 
son of  an  Englishman  who  canu*  from  N<»ttinfiham- 
shire,  England,  to  America,  where  he  hxated  in 
Virginia  for  a  short  time  before  removing  to  Dela- 
ware County,  Ind.,  where  he  died,  when  the  father 


of  our  8ul)ject  was  but  a  little  boy.  The  grand- 
father was  a  man  of  means  and  connected  with 
the  English  nobility,  yet  in  some  way  the  mother 
was  left  in  destitute  circumstances  at  his  death, 
and  was  obliged  to  struggle  hard  to  rear  her  fam- 
ily, who  lived  according  to  the  pioneer  ways  of 
that  day  in  Indiana. 

When  the  father  of  our  subject  was  ten  year? 
ohl  he  was  bound  to  a  shoemaker,  and  after  learn- 
ing that  trade  he  drifted  into  cabinet-making,  and 
euijfaired  in  the  manufacture  of  furniture  under  tlie 
lirm  name  of  Nottingham  <fe  Kirby,  which  firm  is 
still  carrying  on  business  at  Muncie,  Ind.  James 
Nottin<rhani  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  at  Muncie, 
and  he  helped  to  clear  the  ground  where  the  Court 
House  now  stands.  He  was  successful  in  business, 
and  owned  some  farming  land  there,  which  he 
Una  11 V  traded  for  a  farm  at  Jonesboro,  Grant 
County.  Ind.,  where  he  followed  farming  until  his 
death,  in    188(1.  at  the  age  of  seventv-six  veai^s. 

During  the  late  war.  when  ''copperhead"  views 
were  ramj)ant  in  Indiana,  .lames  Nottingham  was 
called  upon  to  act  as  enrolling  officer  in  Grant 
( Ounty.  As  there  was  then  a  very  strong  senti- 
ment against  the  draft  among  those  who  did  not 
>ympatliize  with  the  I'nion  cjiust*,  there  weiv  ef- 
fnrt<  made  al  re>i>tance  and  it  made  his  office  a 
vers  <lanirerons  one.  Thev  threatened  to  hanir 
••()l(l  .Mm"  Nottingham  and  burn  his  projierly. 

This  iTintleman  was  a  i)rominent  man  in  nianv 
way>,  heing  a  Trustee  of  the  township,  and  a  mem- 
1k  I  (jf  the  hxlependent  (h'der  of  Odd  Fellows  for 
fifty-four  veai-s,  and  was  at  the  time  of  his  death 
(me  of  the  oldest  meml)ers  of  that  order.  For 
forty  yeai-s  he  was  a  niemlxT  of  the  Methodist 
Kpi>c<>pal  Church  and  did  good  service,  both  as  a 
Cla^s- Leader  and  as  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  He  was  a  man  of  mark  in  the  Agricultural 
Society  and  as  a  shecj)  owner,  as  he  raised  fine 
sheep  of  all  kinds.  His  good  wife,  who  bore  the 
name  in  maidenhood  of  Sarah  J.  Heal,  was  born 
near  Manstleld,  Ohio;  her  father  came  from 
Maine  and  became  an  early  settler  of  Ohio.  She 
n<»w  re>ides  on  the  old  homestead.  All  but  one  of 
liei'  fourteen  children  are  now  living. 

Three  I  Mothers  of  our  subject  were  in  the  Civil 
War,  namely:  J.  C.,  who  served  for  four  years  in 
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Eighth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  then  wounded 
and  taken  prisoner,  but  after  being  four  days  in  the 
hands  of  the  rebels  was  exchanged  just  before 
reaching  Libby  Prison;  Owen  P.,  who  was  in  the 
Thirty-fourth  Indiana  Infantry  for  about  three 
years,  and  John  M.,  who  was  one  of  the  "Ninety- 
day  boys**  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-fourth 
Indiana  Infantry. 

D.  M.  Nottingham  was  one  of  the  younger 
membei*s  of  his  father's  family  and  was  bom  in 
Jonesboro,  Grant  County,  Ind.,  January  5,  1855. 
He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and  attended  the  dis- 
trict school,  and  when  twelve  years  old  was  sent 
to  Fairmount  Academy,  Ind.,  to  prepare  for  col- 
lege. When  sixteen  he  entered  the  Indiana  State 
Normal  School,  at  Terre  Haute,  wliere  he  studied  for 
three  years,  spending  his  vacations  in  learning  the 
harness  trade  with  his  brother.  At  the  same 
age  he  began  teaching,  and  after  two  years  in 
this  profession  in  Grant  County,  Ind.,  he  then, 
in  1876,  engaged  in  the  harness  business  in  Fair- 
mount,  Ind. 

It  was  in  that  city  that  Mr.  Nottingham  met 
and  married,  on  the  28th  of  May,  1876,  Miss  Eliza- 
beth C.  Baldwin,  a  native  of  Fairmount,  who  was 
a  graduate  of  the  Wesleyan  College,  at  Wheaton, 
111.,  and  who  had  been  teaching  for  two  3^ears  in 
Wabash  County,  Ind.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Baldwin,  who  founded  that  town  and 
laid  it  out  and  named  it  after  Fairmount  Park,  at 
Philadelphia,  that  beautiful  tract  of  land  where 
our  Centennial  Exposition  was  held.  Jonathan 
Baldwin  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  was  a 
Quaker,  but  "married  out  of  meeting"  and  was  ex- 
pelled, as  the  church  required  its  members  to  marry 
in   the  church. 

Although  young  Nottingham  continued  after 
marriage  for  about  a  year  in  the  harness  business, 
he  could  not  quell  his  earnest  desire,  which  he 
had  cherished  from  early  boyhood,  to  study  anat- 
omy and  chemistry  and  thus  fit  himself  for  a  med- 
ical career.  He  therefore  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine under  Dr.  J.  C.  Nottingham,  now  of  Bay  City, 
and  in  1879  entered  Hahnemann  Medical  College, 
at  Chicago,  taking  his  di[)lonia  in  1881.  He  fir.^t  lo- 
cated at  Bronson,  Mich.,  and  there  continued  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  until  1884,  when  he  removed 


to  I^nsing.  During  the  seven  years  of  his  sojourn 
in  this  cit}'  he  has  built  up  a  splendid  practice, 
and  now  owns  a  fine  residence  at  the  corner  of 
Washington  Avenue  and  Lenawee  Streets,  which 
he  built  in  1 889. 

The  two  children  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Nottingham 
Bret  J.  and  Emma  L.  While  living  in  Bronson 
the  Doctor  was  President  of  the  School  Board  and 
resigned  that  position  upon  his  removal  to  Lan- 
sing. He  has  been  Supervisor  for  one  year  and 
for  two  years  was  Alderman  of  the  Sixth  Ward. 
He  is  prominently  identified  with  the  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  the  Royal  Arch  Masons,  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He 
is  examining  physician  for  different  insurance 
companies.  He  is  the  Ex-President  of  the  State 
Medical  Society  and  active  in  the  Republican  ranks. 
The  Congregational  Church  is  the  religious  body 
with  which  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Nottingham  find  them- 
selves in  sympathy,  and  their  position  in  the  social 
circles  of  Lansing  is  exceptionally  good. 


(Zr 
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aSEPH  W.  BSl^KER.  Everyone  has  a 
good  word  to  speak  for  the  veteran  grocery- 
^=^l|;  man  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County.  He  is 
l^g/'  not  only  up  to  standard  in  his  weights  and 
measures  but  also  in  good  fellowship,  being  genial, 
intelligent  and  well  informed.  He  is  the  oldest 
grocery  dealer  here  and  his  fitith  in  the  capital 
city  and  its  desirability  as  a  business  location  has 
been  rewarded,  for  he  is  now  the  possessor  of  a 
verv  comfortable  fortune  which  he  has  amassed  in 
his  legitimate  business.  He  deals  exclusively  in 
the  articles  that  are  used  in  the  household,  table 
staples  and  luxuries. 

Our  subject  came  to  Michigan  in  1844  and  lo- 
cated in  Oneida  Township,  Eaton  County.  Four 
years  later,  m  June,  1848,  he  came  to  Lansing  and 
has  8incc  made  this  his  home,  catering  to  the  appe- 
tites of  epicures  in  all  sorts  of  tempting  delicacies. 
He  was  born  in  Byron,  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
November  7,    182i),     He   is  ^  son    of  Augustus 
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Barker  who  was  a  native  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y. 
Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather  was  J<)s<»ph 
Barker,  lK)rn  in  Oneida  County  where  he  was  en- 
gaged as  farmer.  He,  liowever,  located  in  (ienesee 
County  in  an  early  day,  settling  in  Byron  Town- 
ship. The  father  of  our  subject  served  in  the  War 
of  1812,  in  which  he  was  a  musician  in  the  Conti- 
nental Army.  He  was  at  Bufifalo  when  it  was 
burned.  Our  subject's  father  came  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Oneida  Township,  Eaton  County,  in 
1845.  He  bought  an  improved  farm  there,  but 
two  years  later  while  on  a  visit  to  New  York  for 
his  health  he  died  in  his  native  countv.  lie  was  a 
strong  anti-slavery  man  and  also  an  ardent  temp- 
erance adv(K?ate.  Throughout  the  greater  portion 
of  his  life  he  was  a  meml>er  of  the  Free- Will  Bap- 
tist Church. 

Mr.  Barker's  mother  W!is  previous  to  lier  mar- 
riage a  Miss  l\>lly  Kastnian.  She.  like  liei-  liu-- 
band,  was  a  native  of  (ienoee  County.  N.  V..  and 
a  daughter  of  Iliram  Kastnian.  a  fainiei  at  that 
]>hice.  He  died  near  Lonchui,  (  anada.  ( )iu'  >ul>- 
jtjct's  mother  bi'ought  into  tiie  woild  live  cliildreii. 
of  whom  he  of  whom  we  write  NNa>  th<' voun^ot  in 
order  of  birth.  He  wjus  reare(l  in  New  York  State 
until  he  was  sixteen  yeai-s  of  age  and  in  the  fall  of 
1845  they  came  West,  bringing  their  iiousehold 
goods  by  team  and  wagon.  He  liad  sliipped  to 
(4rand  Rapids  and  intended  lo  locate  there.  Iml 
.stopped  at  the  home  of  an  aunt.  whoinduce(l  them 
to  stay  in  Eaton.  The  journey  hitlier  occupied 
three  weeks  and  when  thev  reached  its  end  tiu' 
country  was  indeed  wild  enough.  There  were 
unbroken  forest^s  that  siuuned  almost  imjienetrable, 
with  their  closely-growing  trunks  of  huge  trtM'sand 
thick  tangled  underbrush  through  whicii  only  the 
wild  animals  of  the  forest>  could  f<»rce  a  pa>sage. 
There  were  plenty  of  wolves  an<l  plenty  of  In(lian> 
and  our  subject  became  familiar  with  several  of 
the  noted  chiefs.  \lv  attended  school  at  the  loir 
schoolhouse  in  the  district.  The  seats  that  thev 
occupied  were  only  slabs  with  [>egs  in  the  ends  for 
legs.  The  books  and  « it  her  xhool  applianco  were 
varied  and  crude. 

In  1848  the  original  of  our  sketch  came  to  Lan- 
sing and  l)egan  to  work  at  the  mason's  trade  under 
John  N»  Bush.    He  remained  with  him  for  three 


years  and  then  continued  the  same  work  with  Mr. 
Alcott  as  a  paitner,  then  •went  back  to  Mr.  Busb, 
aftei  which  he  was  engaged  in  work  alone  and  then 
the  tirm  l>ecaine  that  of  Bush  <fe  AkM>tt.  He  work- 
ed on  the  old  olHces  of  the  capitol  and  if  there  is 
a  good  foundation  to  the  legislative  halls  that  will 
preserve  the  old  building  from  rocking  in  times  of 
trouble  it  will  no  doubt  \)e  due  to  the  careful  and 
con  s<*  lent  ions  workmanship  of  our  subject  In 
1H7K  .Mr.  Barker  left  the  mason *s  business  and 
entered  the  furniture  business  in  North  Lansing, 
which  was  run  under  the  firm  name  of  Barker  * 
Wilbur.  In  1H73  he  sold  out  his  interest  and 
formed  a  partnei-ship  with  Daniel  Parker  in  the 
grocery  business.  They  staited  their  business  in 
the  opera  lumse  bhK'k  and  the  firm  cimtinued 
together  under  the  name  of  Barker  6i  Parker  until 
tlu'  former  was  stricken  with  writer's  paralysi.s  Six 
inontli>  later  he  was  s<»  much  lH»tter  that  the  finn 
bought  out  tile  Bunn  tV  John  grocery  adjoining 
the  po>t-otrhe.  riiere  they  iimlinued  for  one 
Near,  in  tiie  in<:intime  erecting  a  fine  double  hrick 
>toi-e  of  liieii-  own.  This  oiu*  subjiHrt  is  now  tlu' 
owner  iA\  and  thev  continued  in  the  giXK^ry  lnw- 
ne.»  iiere  until  Mr.  Parker  died, February  16,  1H8H. 
lie  had  purchase<l  tliest(H'k  <me  month  previou.*^ t<» 
his  decejise.  This  groi'ery  house  is  the  one  tlwt 
ha>  bei'n  lonue>t  established  in  the  citv. 

Ml.    IJaiker  i}\\\\>  a    line   residencH^   on    Capit<»i 
A\enue  and  Saginaw  Street;  he  is  also  the  cwnt*r 
of  other  pro|)erty  that  is  very  valmible.     His  mar- 
riage took  place  in  this  city  in  1854,  he  was  unitecl 
to  .Mi.NS   KKsie   Maiden,  a  native  of   Ctica,  N.  V-«» 
who   came    to    Wayne  County,    Mich.,    with  bc*r 
parents  when  three  years  of  age,  thence  all  came t<"* 
the  cit\    of    Lansing  in    1817.     This  marri:ige  lia-~ 
be<'n  bUst  by  the  advent  of  three  childi-en  wlioar*" 
Arthur  A..   Ina  L.  and  William  H.     The  eldest  wa^ 
born  in  Voungstown,  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.;  InaL- 
is  now  Mrs.   Dr.  Cameron,  of  lousing;  William  U- 
enlisted  in  the  regular  army  April  30,  1889,  when 
twt'nty-tive  y(*ars   old.     He  l>elongs  to   Company 
K..  <»f    the   Fiftli   I'nited   States    Artillerv,  and  iJ' 
stationed  at    tin*    mouth    of  the    Columbia    River. 
The  eldest  son  also  >erve<l  five  veal's  in  the  regular 
arni\ . 

Our  suiijec^t   has  l>een  an  Alderman    from   th^ 
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inrd  for  two  years  and  Supervisor  one 
»r  two  yeai*8  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Mird  and  while  thus  in  office  did  efficient 
xjially  he  Ijelongs  to  Capitol  Lodge, 
b\  <fe  A.  M.,  and  was  Master  of  his 
ing  the  war.  He  Ix'longs  to  the  Royal 
and  in  his  church  relations  is  a  member 
i*ee-Will  Ikiptist  denomination  and  has 
3US  iK>sitions  in  this  l)ody.  He  was  on 
ing  committee  as  Chairman  and  is  and 
Mil's  lHH»n  a  Deacon  in  the  church.  He  has 
veal's  l>een  Superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
>1  and  is  a  strouir  Prohibitionist. 


'I'  'I'  'I'  'I'  • 


RY  n.  DARBY,  M.  D.  Of  the  younger 
•1  lowers  of  Esculapius  practicing  in  the 
ty  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  none  are 
ore  progressive  in  their  professional  ideas 
ineies  than  our  subject.  The  tendency 
e  in  professional  circles  is  a  dissatisfaction 
s  acquirement^  and  a  feverish  anxiety 
:ie  veil  of  future  discoveries  and  niven- 
cing  to  one's  self  all  the  advantages  that 
ilized.  On  the  whole  the  writer  believes 
e  a  wholesome  condition  of  affairs.  Dr. 
no  exception  to  the  rule,  being  ambitious 
at  the  head  of  his  profession.  He  unites 
edical  practice  a  knowledge  of  surgery, 
ited  at  North  I^nsing  and  there  has  a 
lunerative  practice. 

airie  State  was  the  scene  of  the  nativity 
)jeet  of  this  sketch,  he  having  been  born 
dlage  of  Pans,  Hunter  Township,  Edgar 
;he  year  previous  to  the  filing  of  the  first 
imter.  His  natal  day  m'curred  April  8, 
e  is  a  son  of  Dr.  lien  jam  in  F.  Darby, 
bom  in  Hampshire  County,  W.  \'a.,  where 
ct's  grandfather  was  a  farmer.  The  old 
[1  removed  at  an  early  dav  to  Nebraska 
died.  Soon  after  attaining  his  majority 
ct*s  father  came  to  Illinois.  He  was  a 
and  surgeon  and  located  in  Hunter 
),  P2dgar  County,  where  he  is  still  one  of 


the  most  prominent  and  skilled  pi*actiti oners  of 
the  locality.  He  is  an  ardent  worker  in  the  chui*ch, 
belonging  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  persuasion. 
His  wife  was  prior  to  their  marriage,  Miss  Susan 
Kerns,  like  himvself  a  native  of  West  Virginia.  She 
passed  away  from  this  life  in  Hunter  Township 
and  was  there  laid  away  with  the  greatest  tender- 
ness and  respect,  for  she  was  much  beloved  by 
friends  and  neighbors,  being  an  estimable  woman 
of  striking  qualities.  She  was  the  mother  of  eleven 
rhildren.  Only  four  of  these,  however,  are  now 
living,  and  of  these  our  subject  is  the  youngest. 

Dr.  Darby  was  reared  in  his  native  place  and  from 
1877  to  187i>  lie  was  an  attendant  at  Prof.  Hurty's 
Academy,  fi»rmerlv  known  as  Edgar  (*olleifiate  In- 
stitute  at  Paris  and  then  went  to  Valparaiso,  Ind., 
where  he  was  a  student  for  cme  year,  after  which  he 
l)egan  the  study  of  medicine,  reading  under  his 
father's  direction  until  1881.  Early  influences 
and  surroundings  had  their  effect  upon  our  subject, 
for  he  was  in  a  manner  prepared  for  his  work 
l)efore  he  began  it,  and  when  he  entered  college 
was  enabled  to  accomplish  three  years*  work  in  two 
years.  In  1881  he  entered  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians and  Surgeons  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  was  grad- 
uated in  1883  and  thus  was  entitled  to  add  the 
initials  M.  D.  to  his  name.  After  graduating  he 
at  once  l3egan  the  practice  of  his  pi'ofession  in  part- 
nership with  his  father  in  Hunter  Township  and 
continued  to  be  thus  associated  and  engaged  until 
1886. 

At  the  date  above  mentioned  our  subject  came 
to  Michigan  and  located  in  Morrice,  Shiawassee 
County.  There  he  built  up  a  good  practice  and 
stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  the  people  of  the 
community,  remaining  with  them  until  1890.  De- 
siring a  broader  field,  not  only  for  practice,  but 
for  self  progress,  he  at  that  time  removed  to  North 
Lansing  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  his  profes- 
sion at  his  present  k>cality.  He  is  a  prominent 
young  physician  and  already  has  a  good  patronage. 
In  college  he  was  an  indefatigable  student  and 
every  spare  moment  outride  of  his  regular  course 
was  given  to  special  studies.  He  has  made  the  dis- 
eases of  women  and  children  a  specialty  and  is 
particularly  successful  in  that  branch  of  treatment. 
In  surijerv  he  is  conversant  with  the  latent   and 


852 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


most  approved  methods,  having  a  perfect  equif)- 
meut  in  the  way  of  instruments  for  any  operation. 
Our  subject's  marriage  took  place  in  this  city 
December  15,  1886,  at  which  time  he  was  unite<l 
to  Miss  Margaret  Cameron,  a  daughter  of  Capt.  A. 
Cameron,  a  veteran  of  the  late  war.  She  was  born 
in  Lansing,  and  was  here  educated.  One  eliild 
has  l>een  born  of  this  union,  a  daughter,  whos(» 
name  is  S.  Beatrice.  The  Doctof  is  a  memlxjr  of 
the  Knights  of  tlie  Maccabees.  Liberal  in  religious 
matters  himself,  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church, 


Vfi'  08EPH  W.  COLLINS  is  a  geneml  fanner  own- 
I  ing  and  occupying  a  fine  estate  of  two  liun- 
^i^  I  dred  and  ninety  acres  of  land  located  on  soc- 
^^gf'  tion  35,  Lansing  Township,  Ingham  County. 
Mr.  Collins  was  born  in  the  town.ship  of  Hose.Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  SeptemlKu-  16,  1818.  His  father, 
Moses  F.  Collins,  was  for  many  years  a  resident  of 
the  same  county  and  a  farmer  by  cKvupation.  The 
maiden  name  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  was  Maiy 
Wade;  she  also  was  a  native  of  Wayne  County. 
N.  Y.  Mr.  Collins  made  his  home  with  his  parents  at 
Rose  until  he  was  eighteen  years  of  a<;e,  iiel]>iiii; 
with  the  farm  work  and  during  the  winters  attend- 
ing the  district  school. 

When  in  his  eighteenth  year  our  subject's  family 
moved  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Washtenaw 
County  at  a  distance  of  three  miles  from  Ann  Ar- 
bor. Mr.  Collins  entered  the  academy  at  Ann  Arbor 
and  took  the  i)reparatory  coui-se  for  the  Cni- 
yersity,  which  lie  entered  with  the  second  class  that 
was  formed  after  the  organization  of  the  Iniyersity. 
After  taking  a  limite<l  course  of  study  our  subject 
began  teaching.  His  work  in  this  respect  was 
marked  with  success,  lie  continued  teaching  for 
several  terms  in  different  parts  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Collins  wjis  early  converted  to  Christianity 
and  was  a  diligent  student  of  the  Scriptures.  So 
devoted  had  he  been  to  the  study  of  the  Word  of 
God  that  he  was  licensed  to  preach  at  the  age  of 
twentv-five,    and  became  a    Wesleyan    Methodist 


minister.  He  followed  the  calling  of  g  preacher 
for  eight  years  consecutively,  but  he  lias  been  en- 
gaged in  the  work  more  or  less  regularly  for  a 
period  of  twenty  jears. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  wtm  very  happily  mar- 
ried when  in  his  twenty-seventh  year  to  Miss  Lucy 
Ann  liaymond,  who  at  that  time  was  twenty-three 
yeai>  of  age.  Their  nuptials  were  solemnized  in  1835. 
Of  this  union  two  children  were  bom — Florence 
wiio  died  when  she  was  three  years  of  age,  and 
Kyangeline,bornm  the  year  of  1850,  married  Albert 
Felt4>n.  She  is  the  mother  of  four  children — Rav 
who  is  seventeen  years  of  age;  Alfred,  thirteen; 
Floyd,  ten;  and  Winnie  three  j-cars  old  (1891). 
Mr.  Felton  's  family  are  residents  of  Alaiedon  Town- 
ship. Jngham  County. 

Mr.  Collins  moved  to  Lansing  in  1850  and  owned 
a  faiin  of  sixty  acres  within  what  is  now  the  city 
limits.  The  farm  was  situated  whei*e  the  school  for 
the  blind  now  stands,  our  subject  having  donated 
the  land  now  occupied  by  the  school  for  that  pur- 
l>ose.  11  is  first  wife  died  October  19,  1855  and  he 
was  airain  married  to  Uinra  G lines,  February  7, 
1H.')7.  They  moved  <m  a  farm  near  Alaiedon  where 
they  remained  foi'  live  years.  He  then  purchased 
the  farm  whereon  he  now  resides.  Ten  children 
have  iH'en  the  result  of  this  marriage;  four  died  in 
infancy.  Florence  Collins,  bom  in  1861,  is  the 
wife  of  A.  Black  of  Delhi;  they  have  one  daughter, 
a  child  two  years  old.  Arthur,  who  was  born  in 
IHO.S  is  a  school  teacher  and  telegraph  oj>erator,  now 
living  at  Fly  mouth  where  he  is  in  charge  of  the 
telegraph  station  at  tliat  place.  He  married  Mary 
Foote  and  is  the  father  of  two  children — Clifford 
and  Zoah — four  and  two  years  old  respectively. 
Krnest  ,7.  born  in  18(58  married  Miss  Edna  Darrali 
and  lives  in  Lansing  Township;  their  union  has  been 
blest  by  the  advent  of  one  child  still  al)abe.  Judson 
I).,  who  was  born  in  1871;  F'ranklin  >^'.,  in  1876; 
and  Alice,  who  was  born  in  1878,  are  still  at  home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Collins  is  a  Republican.  During 
the  war  he  was  a  strong  Abolitionist.  A»  a  mini- 
ster of  the  (iospel  he  was  blest  with  a  great  degree 
of  success  in  bringing  souls  to  their  Master  and  was 
never  ha])pier  than  while  engaged  in  ministerial 
work.  An  intelligent  and  well-informed  man 
reading  all  that  comes  wnthin  reach  thatl)ears  upon 
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the  questions  of  the  day,  lie  is  interested  in  the 
progress  and  advancement  of  the  limes.  He  is 
well  and  favorably  known  thi'oughout  *  Ingham 
(*onntv  ai»  Ijeing  a  man  of  unimpeachable  integrity 
and  honor. 


J^ 
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JAME8  WATERMAN  HOPKINS.  The  gen- 
tleman  of  whom  we  shall  attempt  to  give  a 
biographical  sketch  in  outline,  was  born  in 
Argyle,  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  May 
14,  1840.  He  has  naturally  an  executive  ability 
that  has  pushed  him  to  the  front  so  that  he  is  well 
known  wherever  he  happens  to  be.  In  the  words 
of  a  bi-eezy  account  given  of  the  gentleman  in  one 
of  the  Lansing  papers,  not  to  know  *SJim'*  is  up- 
popular.  He  is  the  Grand  Keeper  of  Records  and 
Seals  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  Michigan. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Hopkins  was  Dr.  Freeman 
Hopkins,  who  was  lx)rn  in  Argyle,  Washington 
County,  N.  Y.  His  paternal  grandfather,  James 
Hopkins,  who  was  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  was  a 
blacksmith  by  tmde.  At  an  early  day  he  removed 
to  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  located 
on  a  farm  of  five  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  that 
is  still  in  possession  of  the  Hopkins  family.  Later 
he  removed  to  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
was  a  pioneer  in  the  township  of  Sod  us.  He  es- 
tablished the  fashion  there  for  gentlemen  of  wear- 
ing a  shawl,  by  wearing  a  checked  blanket  over 
his  shoulders  on  one  of  his  trips  from  Wayne  to 
Washington  County.  Interestingly  original,  he 
was  amiable  and  companionable  and  liked  by  all 
the  early  settlers  in  the  |>ortion  of  the  county  where 
he  lived.  He  gi'aduated  at  Fairfield,  N.  Y.,  in 
1831,  and  later  took  his  degree  as  physician  from 
a  New  York  Medical  College.  Soon  after  he  came 
to  Michigan  where  he  remained  a  short  time  at 
Albion  and  Kalamazoo,  but  he  returned  to  Wash- 
ington County,  N.  Y,,  and  later  to  Wayne  County. 
All  this  time  he  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession. 

In  1845  our  subject's  father  came  again  to  Mich- 
igan and  after  a  short  stay  at  Albion  he  located  at 


Kalamazoo  and  there  practiced  medicine  until  the 
fall  of  the  vear  of  1866.  At  this  time  he  re- 
moved  to  Otsego,  and  there  his  death  occurred 
July  31,  1873.  He  was  deeply  mourned  b}'^  many 
friends  and  acquaintances  Throughout  life  he 
was  a  strong  adhei-ent  of  the  Republican  |)arty. 
Our  subject's  mother  was  Adeline  M.  Potter  in  her 
maiden  days.  She  is  a  native  of  Argyle,  Washing- 
ton County,  N.  Y.,  l>eing  there  Ihh'u  Xoveml)er 
2y,  I8()y.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Al>el  and  Mary 
(Waterman)  Potter,  natives  of  Rhode  Island.  Later 
her  father  l)ecame  a  farmer  in  Washington  County, 
N.  Y.  Mrs.  Hoi)kin*s  ])aternal  grandfather  was 
Sand  Potter,  who  was  a  native  of  Danbury,  Conn. 
Her  great-grandfather  was  Thomas  Potter,  also 
lx)rn  at  Danbury,  Conn.,  and  her  gi-eat-great-grand- 
father  was  Daniel  Potter,  born  at  New  Haven,  Conn. 
He  was  the  oldest  son  of  Nathaniel  Potter,  who  was 
born  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  NathaniePs  father 
was  William  Potter,  who  came  from  England  to 
this  country  about  the  year  1735  in  company  with 
his  brother  John.  Together  they  sailed  from  Lon- 
don on  the  sailing  vessel  ''Abigail.*'  On  landing 
in  this  country  they  settled  at  New  Haven,  Conn., 
and  there  were  the  first  settlers  in  America  of  this 
bmnch  of  the  Potter  family.  Our  subject's  mother 
still  resides  in  Argyle,  N.  Y,  She  is  a  woman  of 
striking  personality  and  is  foremost  in  every  good 
and  progressive  work  that  is  undertaken  at  her. 
home.     She  is  a  Baptist  in  her  church  preference. 

When  Mr.  Hopkins  was  only  tive  years  of  age 
he  removed  with  his  parents  from  the  count3'^ 
of  his  birth  over  to  Wayne  County,  same  State, 
and  there  he  remained  until  he  was  thirteen 
years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  with  the  whole  fam- 
ily came  to  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  and  that  city  he  has 
called  his  home  until  moving  to  Lansing.  The 
rudiments  of  his  education  were  acquired  in  the 
district  school  of  his  native  place,  after  which  he 
graduated  at  the  Kalamazoo  College.  He  then 
went  to  Union  College  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  and 
graduated  in  tlie  Class  of  *61,  taking  the  degree  of 
A.  B.  in  the  classical  course.  He  took  his  degree 
of  A.  M.  at  the  same  college  in  1864. 

With  his  sheepskin  under  his  arm  our  subject 
came  from  college  to  Judge  Giddings'  law  office  in 
Kalamazoo  and  tried  to  master  the  abstruseness  of 
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Blackstone.  Deciding  that  his  affection  for  legal 
101*6  was  not  so  great  that  he  could  sjwnd  his  life 
over  musty  law  lK>oks,  he  drifted  into  journalism 
and  took  a  reportorial  position  on  the  Kalamazoo 
Daily  Telegraph  where  he  remained  three  years. 
During  that  time  he  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  town- 
ship which  at  that  time  included  the  city,  lie 
held  that  office  until  1H66  and  so  well  did  he  jK'r- 
form  the  duties  of  the  office  that  hi/>  c(»nstituent«i 
dei»ided  that  he  was  fitted  for  a  more  exalted  jx)- 
sition,  and  in  accordance  with  this  decixjon  tlicv 
made  him  Clerk  of  the  county,  which  office  lie  held 
until  1H78  and  in  April  of  that  year  lie  wa>  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  This  office  he  held  for  four 
yeaix.  In  1877  he  was  apiunnted  villaj^c  Clerk 
and  Water  Commissioner  of  Kalamazoo  nn<l  con- 
tinued in  this  office  until  1883,  at  which  tinu' mam- 

• 

of  his  friends  concluded  that  such    ability  as  his 

ft 

would  develop  l)etter  in  the  service  of  the  State 
at  large  and  so  secured  his  appointment  in  the 
Secretary  of  State's  office  at  I^nsiii<r,  and  this  pos- 
ition he  c»ontinued  to  fill  until  Deeemher  :\.  1H!)(K 
when  the  change  in  local  govern nieut  occurred 
and  he  was  put  upon  the  retired  list. 

March  21,  1871.  Mr.  James  \\\  Hopkins  was 
married  to  Miss  Cora  L.  Katon,  dauirhter  of  the 
late  Col.  Willard  i\.  Katon.  late  of  the  Thirteenth 
Michigan  Infantry.  Mi-s.  Hopkins  is  a  native  of 
Otsego,  Allegan  County,  Mich.,  and  was  e<hicate(l 
at  Kalamazoo  College,  that  State.  ('<►!.  I^at<)n. 
was  killed  during  the  late  war  at  the  battle  of 
lientonville.  S.  C.  Our  su])ject  and  his  wife  are 
the  ])roud  parents  of  two  interesting  children  who 
are  just  now  verging  upon  manhood  and  woman- 
hood. The  daughter,  Bessie  Lee  Hopkins,  is  a 
graduate  at  the  >richigan  Female  Seminary  at  Kal- 
amazoo. She  is  a  verv  lovely  and  attractive  vounjr 
woman  and  has  inherite<l  from  both  parents  tlu' 
best  intellectual  (pialities  as  well  as  a  pleasing  and 
agreeable  temperament.  Wiilard  F.,  the  son,  is  a 
student  at  the  Agricultural  College'  at  Lansing. 
and  his  friends  will  be  greatly  disapjxjinted  if  he 
does  not  fulfill  their  high  exi)ectations  for  him  for 
a  brilliant  future. 

Our  subject's  present  otlicial  position  occu|)ies 
all  his  time.  He  travels  a  great  deal  in  the  interest 
of  the  society.    He  is  a  member  of  the  Capital  Lodge. 


S.  O.,  No.  ()6,  of  Lansing  and  is  Past  Master;  be 
also  belongs  to  the  Kalamazoo  Chapter  No.  13,  R. 
A.  M.  and  Peninsular  Commandery,  No.  28,  at 
Kalamazoo.  Fie  became  a  Mason  of  the  Thirty- 
second  Degree  October  30,  1866,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Northern  jurisdiction  in  the  valley  of  Grand 
Hapids.  For  many  years  he  has  been  on  the  stand- 
ing committee  of  returns  of  Subordinate  Chapter 
and  is  a  memlwr  of  the  Modem  Woodmen  of 
America  at  Lansing.  Mr.  Hopkins  has  attended 
the  Sui)reme  lx»dge  sessions  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
and  also  at  Milwaukee,  and  has  thereby  gained  aa 
extensive  ac({uaintance  throughout  the  Supreme 
jurisdiction.  At  one  of  the  sessions  of  the  (irand 
Lodge  at  Michigan,  held  at  (irand  Rapids,  our  sub- 
ject's duties  were  extended  and  he  was  made  an 
In.^pector  of  Lodge.s,  or  rather  a  Grand  I..ecturer 
and  his  friends  anticipate  that  under  this  new  or- 
der of  atTaii*s  the  lodges  of  Michigan  will  be  greatly 
stimulated  and  si)ring  forward  into  new  activity. 
Aside  from  being  an  active  Pythian  Mr.  Hopkins 
ranks  high  in  the  Masonic  order.  In  his  politick 
preference  he  is  strongly  Republican,  indeed,  so 
radical  is  he  that  his  party  consider  him  one  of  the 
safest  delegates  that  thev  can  send  to  eountv  and 
State  conventions.  Our  subject  has  sustained  a 
severe  blow  in  his  domestic  relations  by  the  loss  of 
hi>  wile  who  died  August  6,  1880.  She  wa^  a 
most  estimable  woman  and  a  perfect  lady. 


\ 


RS.    (  ARRIF    LANGENBACIIER.       The 

lady  of  whom  we  write  is  intelligently  and 
successfully  supervising  the  estate  which 
was  left  to  her  by  her  huslmud,  and  is 
accumulating  year  by  year  more  property  and  mak- 
ing herself  more  fully  felt  as  a  prosperous  proi)ertv 
holder. 

Our  subject  is  the  owner  of  the  Pearl  Mills  at 
North  Lansing  which  she  rents  to  the  North  Lan- 
sing Milling  Company.  She  is  also  a  large  stock- 
holder in  the  lVoi)le's  Savings  Bank  and  also  a 
stockholder  of  the  City  National  Bank  of  Lansing. 
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She  was  l)om  at  Ann  Arbor  May  21,  1861,  her 
[lonored  parents  being  Christian  and  Barbara 
[Gauss)  Breisch,  of  whom  our  readers  may  learn 
more  in  the  sketch  of  Christian  Breisch,  which  is 
to  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  Album. 

The  early  childhood  of  Carrie  Breisch  was  spent 
in  Ann  Arbor  and  when  she  was  four  years  old 
jhe  removed  to  this  city  and  here  received  her  edu- 
cation. She  was  married  to  Mr.  Andrew  Langen- 
3acher,  who  was  bom  in  Liverpool,  Ohio,  the  date 
>f  their  wedding  being  January  20,  1884.  The 
father  of  Mr.  Langenbacher  also  bore  the  name 
>f  Andrew  and  he  had  his  nativity  across  the  sea 
in  the  German's  Fatherland.  He  came  to  America 
many  years  ago  and  locating  at  Liverpool,  Ohio, 
began  a  mercantile  life  there.  It  was  about  the 
jrear  1876  when  he  removed  West,  and  locating  in 
S^orth  Lansing,  engaged  in  general  merchandising. 
[n  this  line  of  business  he  continued  until  he  bought 
:he  old  mills  at  North  Lansing  from  Mr.  Kauser, 
ind  removing  them  to  a  different  site  rebuilt  them 
ind  engaged  in  the  milling  business,  putting  in 
he  new  process  roller  machinery.  He  lost  his 
wife  and  was  married  a  second  time  to  Miss  Anna 
x>uisa  Graf  and  his  third  marriage  united  him 
rith  Mrs.  Breisch,  who  since  his  death  in  January, 
885,  has  resided  with  Mrs.  Langenbacher. 

The  husband  of  our  subject  was  born  July  7, 
I860,  and  had  his  early  education  and  training  in 
Liverpool,  Ohio.  After  coming  to  Michigan  he 
lad  the  advantages  for  two  years  of  the  Agricul- 
ural  College,  after  which  he  attended  Bartlett*s 
business  College  and  then  took  charge  of  the  Pearl 
tfills  at  North  I^nsing.  He  worked  his  way  up 
md  in  1884  had  become  the  proprietor  of  the  mill 
md  engaged  in  the  business  independently.  Up 
o  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  Septem- 
ber 5,  1886,  he  was  considered  the  principal  miller 
n  Lansing.  For  a  man  of  his  time  of  life  he  was 
ery  prominent  and  remarkably  popular  and  had 
Iready  achieved  financial  success  in  his  business. 
le  belonged  to  the  Royal  Arcanum  and  in  his 
olitical  views  and  vQte  was  in  alliance  with  the 
)emocratic  party. 

The  widow  of  this  prosperous  gentleman   took 
[large  herself  of  his  business  at  the  time  of  his  I 
emise  and  operated   the  mills   for  the  first  year,  | 


since  which  she  has  put  in  the  hands  of  others. 
She  first  rented  it  to  her  brother.  Christian  Breisch, 
and  since  then  to  the  North  Lansing  Milling  Com- 
pany. In  1888  she  erected  the  pleasant  home  in 
which  she  resides  on  Capital  Avenue,  and  there 
she  and  the  two  children,  Andrew  and  Edith,  form 
a  harmonious  and  beautiful  household.  She  is  a 
lady  of  unusual  refinement  in  taste  and  feeling 
and  is  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and 
occupies  a  position  of  influence  in  the  social  cir- 
cles of  Lansing. 


i>-^^-<^=^ 


J [7  AMES  WESLEY  HINCHEY.  On  the  op- 
posite page  is  presented  a  portrait  of  this 
gentleman,  who  passed  from  earth  on  Sep- 
/  tember  9, 1891.  After  a  broad  experience  in 
the  line  which  has  been  made  illustrious  by  Phineas 
T.  Barnum,  he  decided  some  years  ago  to  settle  in 
Lansing  and  devote  himself  to  more  quiet  avoca- 
tions. At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  engaged  in 
the  business  of  real  estate,  both  in  the  city  and  in 
lands  outside,  and  was  propnetor  of  the  Franklin 
House  of  North  Lansing.  He  also  owned  a  fann  of 
two  hundred  and  three  acres  in  Woodhull  Town- 
ship, Shiawassee  County,  and  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  acres  in  Meridian  Township,  Ingham 
County,  as  well  as  property  in  Pinckney  and 
Brighton.  He  filled  the  office  of  Alderman  of  the 
Fii-st  Ward  and  was  a  man  of  abundant  means, 
having  properties  to  the  amount  of  •  some  $80,000 
or  •  100,000. 

Mr.  Hinchey  was  bom  in  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  Sep- 
tember 10,  1824,  upon  the  day  of  Perry's  victory. 
His  father,  Samuel  Hinchey,  was  bom  at  Ft  Ed- 
ward on  I^ke  Champlain,  in  Washington  County, 
and  the  grandfather  took  part  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  The  father  purchased  a  farm  in  Monroe 
County  in  the  early  days  from  Ksq.  Haw  ley,  who 
laid  out  the  Erie  Canal.  He  became  a  sucqessful 
farmer  and  a  man  of  influence  and  died  in  Buffalo 
after  reaching  the  age  of  four-score  years. 

Lucy  King  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  mother 
of  our  subject.     She  was   the  daughter  of  William 
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Kiu^  and  was  lM>ni  in  Pennj»ylvania  on  the  Sus- 
(|uelmnnn  Hiver.  ller  futlier  wim  an  Eii^Iisliiimn 
by  birtli.  and  after  fanning  in  Pennsylvania  lie 
iK'ennie  an  early  jietller  in  Monnx*  Count v,  N.  Y.. 
where  he  had  a  lar^e  farm  adjoining  Ucx'hetiter.  lie 
also  had  l>een  a^^Jklier  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
His  daught4?r,  Mi*s.  llinehev,  died  in  Michigan, 
wheit?  she  was  then  living  with  her  son  in  Living- 
ston County.  Of  her  live  children  he  \>  the  young- 
e>t,  and  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  went  to  school 
in  a  log  schoolhouse. 

In  1887.  when  Mr.  Hinchey  came  to  Michigan, 
the  family  accompanied  him.  tmveling  hy  tlie 
packet  "Red  Bird"  to  Detroit,  then  to  Ypsilanti 
by  rail,  whence  they  teamed  it  to  Scio,  Washtenaw 
County.  In  1839,  the  mother  bougiit  a  farm  in 
Pickney  Township,  Livingston  County,  and  lie 
hel|)cd  to  improve  and  cultivate  it  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  twenty  years.  He  then  removed  t<> 
Dexter  Township,  where  he  opened  a  general  store 
at  Hudson;  he  also  operated  a  cooj)ershop,  employ- 
ing eight  hands  and  supplying  witli  barrels  the 
Hudson  Mills.  After  selling  tliis  property  1h' 
started  in  the  show  ]»usiness,  which  he  followed 
until  1875.  The  exhil)ition  was  clas.sed  un<ler 
necTomaney  and  ventrilo<|uism  and  he  exhibited 
in  lK>th  halls  and  tents.  He  followed  this  business 
in  various  lines  for  a  number  itf  years,  during 
which  time  he  made  a  fortune,  much  of  which  he 
has  ifiven  away.  He  was  always  i^enerous  in  liiv- 
ing  l)enetits  to  worthy  objects  and  when  the  citi- 
zens of  Pincknev  wished  to  erect  a  house  of  wor- 
sliip,  he  gave  the  land  and  nearly  (Mie-half  of  the 
subscription. 

Throui^hout  the  vears  when  he  was  in  the  show 
business,  .Mr.  Hinchey  made  his  headipiarters  and 
home  in  Pincknev:  there  he  laid  out  some  si\tv 
acres  of  land  which  he  disposed  of  by  side  and 
irift.  This  land  is  known  as  .J.  W.  llincluN  's  First 
and  Second  Additions  to  Pinckney.  He  built  up 
that  town  to  a  considerable  extent  and  donated  to 
the  village  what  is  known  as  Austin  Park,  hi  that 
town  he  was  ,lustice  of  the  Peace  for  twelve  years 
and  built  the  (UoIk*  Hotel  at  an  expense  of  ¥1*2.- 
{){){)  during  the  days  of  the  war.  He  traveled  all 
over  the  I'nit^d  States  and  Canada  and  had  a  very 
wide  acquaintance  with  all  parts  of  our  country. 


l^ides  proj>erty  in  Pinckney.  Mr.  Hiuehev 
owned  five  hundred  acres  adjoining,  which  he  tar- 
ried on  as  a  farm.  In  18(>(»  he  Itegan  buying  )>ro|H 
erty  in  Ionising,  where,  in  1875  he  l<x«ted  and 
established  a  n?al-estate  oftice,  making  his  home  at 
the  Franklin  Hou.^t*.  of  which  he  was  the  manager. 
He  built  three  stoi-es  on  Washington  Avenue,  aiid 
a  tine  store  in  North  Ionising.  Besides  the  Frank- 
lin House  he  owned  other  pro|>erty  and  a  numlier 
of  lots  in  the  city.  He  was  a  fine  driver  ami  « 
lover  of  horses,  and  when  he  was  in  the  l»usiness 
<)f  ventril<M|uism  he  was  said  to  excel  any  other 
man  in  that  curious  art.  He  had  t<;nants  \\\Hm  nil 
of  his  farms,  which  aiv  finely  improved. 

Miss  Cordelia  J.  Austin,  who  was  l>oni  in  Mun- 
dav.  N.  Y.,  l»ecame  the  wife  of  Mr.  Hinchey  in  Y|»- 
silanti.  but  her  wedded  life  wa»s  short,  ju*  Mie  diwl 
in  187(>,  at  Uinsing.  The  second  marriage  of  Mr. 
Hinchey  took  place  in  in  Spring|K>rt,  Jackson 
County.  May  .S.  1879.  where  he  was  married  to 
.Miss  Mary  Kleine.  who  was  born  in  Westphalia. 
Clinton  County,  this  State.  Her  father,  (^uerin 
Khine.  was  Immii  in  (iermany  and  came  to  Amerii* 
when  a  boy  <)f  twelve.  liK'ating  with  his  parents  in 
Westphalia,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  He 
is  n(»w  residing  in  Woodhull  on  one  of  the  farms lie- 
hniging  to  the  estate  of  i>ur subject.  His  wife,  whocif 
maiden  nanu*  is  N'ictoria  Ackeman,  was  born  in  (ier- 
many  and  met  her  husband  after  coming  to  Clinton 
(  ounty.  She  is  a  Catholic  in  her  I'eligious  Mief. 
or  her  eii»:hl  children,  Mrs.  Hinchey  is  next  to  tlio 
oldest  and  was  born  in  1858. 

Three  children  have  blessed  the  home  of  our 
subject — lohh  ().,  Cordelia  and  .L  Wesley.  For 
about  twelve  yeai*s  Mr.  Hinchey  was  Alderman  and 

«  « 

for  two  years  served  as   President    pro    tem  <»f  the 
Hoard.      For  six  yeai-s    he    was    Supervi.'*or  of  the 
First  Ward  and  was  always  placed  up<m  important 
committees.  iKMUg  on    the    WatiM*    ComuiitttH.^  and 
the  committee  on  Klectric    Lights.      He  was  always 
in  favor  of   imi>rovements    for    the  city  and  was  a 
prominent  man  in  his  party,  being  a  fi-equent  del- 
egate to  the  Democratic  C<»unty  and  State  conven- 
tions,    lie  was  identified    with    the    Free  and  Ac- 
cepted   Masons  and    the    Koyal    Arch    Masons  at 
Pinckney,    the    Knights    Templar    at    Howell.  l>e- 
lonired  to  the  Ccmsistory  at    Detroit,  and  was  also 
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ected  with   the   Independent   Order  of  Odd 
ws.     Mrs.  Hinchey,  who   is   a  member  of  the 
odist  Episcopal  Church  here,  is  a  great  worker 
e  Ladies'  Aid  Society  and  the  Missionary  So- 
as  well  as   the   Woman's   Christian  Temper- 
Union,  and  is   Vice-President   of   the  fii-st- 
d  of  these   organizations.     She  is   a  lady  of 
than  ordinary   ability   and   efficiency  and  is 
t   beloved   by   those   who  come   within    the 
ds  of  her  influence. 


4»^=^*=:4» 
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^.  EDMONDS  RANDALL.  A  man  who  in 
lis  boyhood  worked  his  way  through  college 
.nd  his  professional  course,  and  by  dint  of 
work  and  determination  has  attained  to  a 
some  property,  while  at  the  same  time  he  has 
up  a  reputation  for  character  and  probity,  is 
zcn  worth  having,  and  the  story  of  his  life  is 
li  recounting.  Such  a  one  do  we  find  repre- 
d  by  the  name  at  the  head  of  this  paragraph. 
•.  Randall  was  lx)rn  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
ownship  of  Concord,  on  the  2d  of  June,  1850. 
father,  Robert  G.  Randall,  was  born  in  Rut- 
County,  Vt.,  where  his  father,  Caleb,  was  a 
:er  farmer,  of  English  descent.  The  family 
nated  with  three  brothers  who  came  from  Ping- 
and  settled  in  Vermont  and  vicinity. 
.  the  age  of  thirty  yeai*s  the  father  of  our  sub- 
removed  from  Vermont,  where  he  had  been  a 
er,  to  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  taking  an  im- 
ed  farm  he  engaged  in  the  dairying  business, 
in  1865  removed  to  Ripley  Township,  Chau- 
ja  County,  and  farmed  there  until  1885,  when 
»ld  his  property.  In  1887  he  decided  to  come 
,  and  he  now,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years,  re- 
at  Lansing.  His  early  political  affiliations 
with  the  Whig  party  and  he  became  an  ardent 
itionist  and  finally  developed  into  a  member 
le  Republican  party. 

ith  Edmonds  was  the  maiden  name  of  her  who 

ne  the  mother  of   our  subject,  and  she  was 

in  Rutland  County,  Vt.,  l)ei ng  a  daughter  of 


Ira  Edmonds,  a  Quaker  farmer  of  English  descent. 
She  died  in  New  York,  in  Ripley  Township,  Chau- 
tauqua County,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine.  Of  her 
four  children,  Ira,  who  bore  her  father's  full  name, 
was  next  to  the  eldest. 

This  boy  was  reared  in  Erie  County,  where  he 
had  the  advantages  of  the  ordinary  district  school, 
and  later  when  the  family  removed  to  Ripley,  he 
attended  the  Ripley  Academy,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty  years. 
It  was  in  the  year  1870  that  he  turned  his  face 
Westward  and  made  Michigan  his  home,  locating 
at  Kalamazoo  and  working  his  way  through  Kala- 
mazoo College,  which  he  attended  for  two  years, 
teaching  during  the  winters.  He  then  engaged  in 
the  study  of  law  at  Kalamazoo  with  H.  F.  Sevar- 
ance,  Esq.,  now  Supreme  Judge  of  the  United 
States  District  Court  at  Grand  Rapids,  and  in  1875 
he  was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

The  young  attorney  now  located  in  Marshall, 
Mich.,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  a  Mr.  Adams, 
until  1877,  when  he  removed  to  Lansing  and  estab- 
lished his  practice  here.  His  legal  business  has 
finally  given  way  to  a  considerable  extent  to  his 
real-estate  dealings,  as  he  has  accumulated  a  large 
property-  of  his  own  in  lands,  and  it  takes  most  of 
his  time  to  attend  to  those  interests,  besides  hand- 
ling to  some  extent  pine  lands  and  fai*m  lands.  He 
is  now  interested  in  farm  lands  in  the  North  which 
he  is  improving,  having  improved  three  thousand 
acres,  all  of  which  belongs  in  one  fann  in  Saginaw 
County.  After  putting  it  in  excellent  condition 
he  sold  it  to  H.  P.  Smith  <fe  Co.,  brokers  of  Saginaw, 
and  he  still  owns  some  five  thousand  acres  in  the 
north  of  Michigan,  in  diflPerent  counties.  He  is  an 
enterprising  man,  and  was  the  pioneer  of  the  move- 
ment to  drain  the  marshy  prairie  and  farm  above 
mentioned. 

Mr.  Randall  put  considerable  money  and  thought 
at  one  time  into  the  raising  of  Holstein  cattle,  but 
he  is  not  now  interested  in  that.  He  has  done 
well  also  in  handling  lumber  interests,  and  now 
owns  several  dwelling  houses  which  he  has  built, 
besides  his  own  beautiful  home  at  No.  314  Chestnut 
Street  N. 

The  happy  marital  union  of  Ira  E.  Randall  and 
Alice    E.  Farnham  was   solemnized    in    Brockton, 
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diauUiuqua  County.  N.  Y.,  in  1877.  This  lady 
\VH>  lH)rn  in  tliat  plea«ant  vilhi^*  and  is  a  dau^rliti*!* 
of  A.  .1.  Farnham.  a  prominent  fanner  there.  Two 
ehildren  have  blessed  this  union,  (iay  I-JiVerj^ne 
and  Meredith  Snow.  Mr.  Kandall  is  a  member  of 
the  KnighUi  of  Pythias  of  the  I'liiformed  liank  and 
alsc»  of  Ihe  .Vneient  Order  of  I'nited  Workmen  and 
of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  He  is  strimg  in  his  at- 
taehment  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican  party. 
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f(  LHKRT  A.  Ll'MHAKD.  The  village  of 
Leslie,  Ingham  County,  can  Ixwist  among 
her  citizens  a  aroodlv  numlK»r  of  men 
whoj*e  activity,  ability  and  brojid  exiwri- 
ence  make  them  of  value  to  the  ccmimunitv  and 
bring  to  them  the  respecl  of  their  fellow-citizen> 
in  other  parte?  of  the  covuity.  and  perhaps  there  is 
no  one  of  them  more  desi»rvedly  popular  and  in- 
fluential than  Mr.  i^vimbard  who  is  Justice  of  {\w 
}*eace  and  Pension  Claim  Attorney  at  Leslie,  and 
whose  war  record  during  the  days  of  the  Civil  War 
is  an  added  factor  in  bringing  to  him  the  good 
will  of  all  who  know  him. 

This  tfcntleman  was  born  in  Stafford,  (ienesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  December  2(L  1811,  and  is  a  son  of 
Krastus  and  Kliza  (Armstrong)  Lumbard.  nMtive> 
of  N'ermont  and  New  York  respectively.  Tlu* 
parents  were  married  in  I^tavin.  (ienesee  (  ounty. 
N.  Y.  and  later  took  up  their  residence  in  Stafford, 
where  they  lived  until  181^:?.  when  thev  came  to 
Michigan  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Leslie  I'own- 
ship,  thi>  comity,  where  they  both  died.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  all  his  life  and  a  man  in  mod- 
erate circumstances,  lie  served  his  townshi))  faith- 
fully and  creditably  in  several  minor  offices,  and 
w:ui  first  a  Whig  and  afterward  a  Republican. 
Seven  children  made  up  their  hou>eliold,  namely: 
William,  Albert  A..  Elizabeth,  .lulia,  Melvina,  Or- 
ville  and  (George. 

Albert   Lumbard   was   only  an    infant  when    hi^ 

« 

parents  removed  to  this  township,  and  therefore 
his  life  has  been  mostly  spent  within  the  con  tines 
of    Ingham    County.     His    h<nne    traininu  on   the 


farm  and  his  di^itric^t  school  education  occupie<i 
him  till  inanhcMKl,  and  he  was  }«till  helping  bL< 
father  upon  the  farm  when  the  Civil  War  hurst 
u)X)n  our  country. 

Young  Lumliard  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Conipauy 
H,  Seventh  Michigan  Infantry.  August  14.  1861 
and  his  regiment  wa^  made  a  part  of  the  Army  of 
the  Poti»mac.  Sc»c*ond  Army  Corp**,  Fir^t  Brigade 
and  Si»cond  Division.  He  partici|>ated  in  numer- 
ims  skirmishes  and  on  the  81st  of  Mav,  lH62,at  the 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  Va.,  he  was  wounded  by  a  gun- 
shot and  his  left  hand  was  so  injured  as  to  render 
him  unlit  for  service  and  he  rtH*eived  Ills  discharge 
in  SeptemlKM". 

This  disabled  soldier  now  returned  home  and 
rect*ived  fixnn  (iov.  Hlair  a  recruiting  commissiou 
and  during  the  remainder  of  the  war  he  served 
his  com})aiiy  as  Recruiting  Officer.  After  the  close 
of  the  conflict  he  was  elected  Constable  when  only 
twenty-one  yeai>  old,  and  has  continued  to  serve 
his  township  in  that  capacity  for  twenty-one  yesLT> 
being  re-ehM'ted  each  year  and  is  now  serving  \n> 
eiiihlh  year  as  .histice  of  the  J*eacv. 

This  gentleman  began  life  with  nothing  and  hii> 
made  all  that  he  now  })assesses.  He  is  interested 
in  the  Leslie  Huilding  and  IvOan  Association  and 
is  i\  leading  man.  lie  is  universally  popular,  and 
yet  his  popularity  is  of  the  kind  that  does  not  in- 
fringe upon  his  business  capabilities  as  his  frequent 
re-elections  to  positicms  of  public  service  have 
shown.  His  record  is  ivallv  remarkable  in  thi" 
respecl.  a>  he  has  served  his  township  ever  since  lie 
reached  hi**  majority.  Me  is  a  Kej)ublican  in  hi> 
political  views  and  is  c(mnei»ted  with  the  Masonic 
order  and  also  with  that  of  the  Odd  Fellows,  iKMnir 
i<lentified  with  l)oth  the  Kmcampment  and  SuIh 
ordinate  Lodge.  He  is  Past  Commander  of  the 
AllKMt  Dewey  Post  \o.  GO,  (4.  A.  K.  at  I^v-ilie  and 
has  been  an  Adjutant  for  nine  veal's. 

Mr.  Lnnibard  wa**  married  March  20,  1872,  iK^in*!: 
united  with  .MissSnrah  Wood  worth,  of  this  c<ninty, 
who  wjis  horn  Feiuuarv  28,  1847.  This  ladv  is  a 
daughter  (»f  Solomon  and  lU'tsey  (Blake)  WiX)d- 
worth,  who  are  natives  of  New  York  and  Vermont 
respectively  and  who  became  early  settlei's  in  this 
>ection  of  Michigan  when  all  was  a  vast  wilder- 
ness.     They  remained   here  throughout  their  life- 
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time  and  their  memory  is  respected  by  all  who 
knew  them.  lk)th  Mr.  and  Mi>.  Lumbard  are 
earnest  and  active  meml)ei-s  of  the  I^ptist  Church 
and  their  influence  in  everv  wav  is  used  for  the 

«  • 

upbuilding  of  society  and  the  forwarding  of  the 
interests  of  morality  and  religion. 


ip>B^H»  'i    '■■   P 
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'  A.  TfRNER.  lousing  is  now  so  old  a 
city  as  to  count  among  her  genuine  business 
'  men  boys  who  were  born  and  brought  u]> 
'  within  her  c<mfines,  and  she  is  [)roud  to 
claim  that  there  are  none  more  truly  enterprising, 
and  more  thoroughly  eciuipped  for  the  battle  of  life, 
than  those  wliich  she  has  thus  nurtured  from  the 
hour  of  their  nativity.  Perhaps  there  is  no  one 
to  whom  she  may  point  with  more  just  pride  than 
the  man  of  whom  we  arc  now  writing,  who  is 
univei'sally  conceded  to  be  an  enterprising  and 
public-spirited  young  man,an)l  the  most  extensive 
grocer  on   Michigan  Avenue. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Lansing.  October  22. 
1H60,  his  father  lieing  Amos  Turner,  a  native  of 
Wa.Hhtenaw  County,  Mich.,  and  his  grandfather,  J. 
A.,  Sr.,  having  been  a  farmer  and  an  early  settler  in 
Washtenaw  County.  His  father  was  reared  upon 
the  farm  and  came  to  Lansing  when  still  a  young 
man  with  his  uncle,  James  Turner,  who  made 
North  I^sinsing  his  home  about  the  vear  1817.  The 
young  man  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  his  uncle's  em- 
ploy in  a  general  store,  and  later  went  into  a  mer- 
chandise and  produce  business  in  North  lousing, 
building  two  brick  blocks  there.  In  1879  he  sold 
oat  this  business  and  removed  to  Perry.  Shiawas- 
.see  County. 

After  three yeai*s  in  Perry  Amos  Tuiiier  returned 
to  Lansing  and  engaged  in  business  here,  putting 
in  a  stock  of  dry -goods  find  groceries  at  Nos.  1 17 
and  1  U>  Michigan  Avenue.  In  1888  he  sold  out 
the  grocery  department  of  ]n>  business*  to  his  >on, 
J.  A.,  and  continued  himself  in  the  dry -goods 
business,  transferring  it  to  Seattle.  Wjish..  where 
he  remained  until  he  took  the  position  of  travel- 
ing salesman  for   the    Miehignn    C  on<lensed    Milk 


Company,  which  he  is  still  serving.  He  was  Alder- 
man and  Sujjer visor  of  the  Fii-st  Ward  for  one 
tei'm  and  was  ))rominent  in  the  Masonic  order. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  lK)re  the  maiden 
name  of  Philena  Barker, was  l)orn  in  Orleans  County, 
N.  v.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  an  Englishman,  James 
Barker,  who  located  in  that  county.  She  is  a 
devout  and  earnest  meml)er  of  the    Presbvterian 
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Church,  and  the  faithful  and  judicious  mother  of 
four  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  eldest. 
Having  received  the  full  advantages  of  the  pub- 
lic sc^hools  of  I^nsing,  and  also  having  taken  a 
course  in  the  High  School,  J.  A.  Tunier  entered 
his  father's  store  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  a**  a  clerk. 
He  had  been  in  the  store  more  or  less  from  a  bov 

• 

up,  and  was  thoroughly  well  prepared  to  take  his 
place  and  to  prove  of  value  in  tlie  establishment. 
His  fii*st  independent  endeavor  was  made  at  Perry, 
l)efore  buying  out  his  father's  line  of  groceries 
here,  which,  as  we  have  said,  he  did  in  1888.  He 
has  continued  to  handle  gi'oceria**  exclusively  and 
is  building  up  a  fine  trade,  so  that  he  is  now  using 
two  delivery  wagons. 

The  charming  young  lady  who  became  the 
happy  wife  of  this  gentleman,  in  1888,  was  ciilled 
May  Campl)ell  in  her  maidenhood,  and  she  be- 
lonafs  to  a  little  Creek  familv.  To  their  home 
have  come  two  little  daughtei*s — Hattieand  Helen, 
whose  care  and  culture  is  the  joy  of  their  parents. 
This  young  man  is  a  popular  member  of  the  order 
of  Odd  Pellows  and  also  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  his  political  views  lead  him  to  affiliate  with 
th<*   l)em(x*ratic  party. 


<«>«- 
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I  LLl  AM  C.  HINMAN.  The  advantages  of 
a  connection  with  and  descent  from  peo- 
ple of  character,  cultui*e  and  ability  is  not 
I  perhaps  as  thoroughly  considered  in  this  country 
;  a,s  it  is  in  lands  where  the  heredity  of  property 
I  emphasizes  the  heredity  of  )>ersonal  traits  and 
character.  The  rebound  from  the  t(»ndencies  of 
European  institutions  has  led  our  people  to  under- 
value   the  wealth    of    inheritance  And  association 


362 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


which  comes  in  this  way  until  they  have  been  called 
to  an  appreciation  of  its  value  through  the  re- 
searches and  declarations  of  social  philosophers. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head 
of  this  sketch  is  connected  on  both  his  father's  and 
mother's  side  with  some  of  the  best  families  who 
have  made  their  mark  upon  the  development  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  and  he  is  not  unappreciat- 
ive  of  that  fact  and  realize*  that  he  is  the  recipient 
of  benefits  which  have  come  in  this  way.  He  is  now 
the  City  Clerk  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  in 
which  office  he  is  serving  his  third  term.  He  wa?* 
bom  in  this  city  December  15,  1849,  his  father, 
William  Hinman,  being  a  native  of  Mt.  Morris, 
Livingston  County,  X.  Y.,  in  1819,  and  his  grand- 
father, Theodore,  having  come  from  his  native 
State,  Connecticut,  to  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
when  a  young  man  and  remained  there  through 
life. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  the  youngest  of 
nine  children,  only  one  of  them  being  now  alive. 
After  being  educated  in  tlie  common  schools  of 
Mt.  Morris  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1838  and  lo- 
cated in  Ypsilanti,  where  he  clerked  for  Mr. 
Thompson.  Later  he  went  to  Brighton  as  a  clerk 
and  later  to  Howell.  In  1847  he  came  to  Lansing 
and  became  a  clerk  for  Bush  <fe  Thomas,  merchants 
and  real-estate  men.  Mr.  Hinman  sold  all  the  lum- 
ber and  material  which  went  into  the  Everett 
llouse,which  was  then  known  as  the  Benton  House, 
and  also  for  the  old  capitol,  as  the  tlrni  then  car- 
ried the  largest  stock  outside  of  Detroit,  May  18, 
1849,  the  young  man  took  the  management  of  the 
Benton  House,  which  was  the  leading  hotel  of  the 
city,  and  managed  it  for  ten  years  and  finally  pur- 
ohaM'd  it  and  then  sold  it  to  Mr.  Packard  who 
changed  the  name  to  the  Kverett  House.  After  this 
Mr.  Hinman  engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business 
alone  on  Washington  Avenue  and  built  a  brick 
block  adjoining  the  Hudson  House,  which  is  known 
as  the  Hinman  or  Union  Block. 

Our  subject's  father  continued  in  the  dry-goods 
business  up  to  1871  when  he  sold  it  and  has  since 
engaged  in  farming  and  real  estate.  He  owns  thirty 
acres  in  the  corporate  limiUs  of  Lansing  and  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Lcroy  Township, 
which  IS  a  finely  improved  farm.     He  was  married 


in  the  old  Benton  House,  February  21,  1849,  to 
Miss  Sarah  K.  Bush,  who  was  bom  in  Danby, 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  August  5,  1830.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  the  Hon.  Charles  P.  Bush,  who  was 
lx)m  in  Danby  in  1809.  The  great  grandfather  of 
our  subject  is  Hichaid  Bush  who  was  bom  in 
Stroudsburg,Pa.,and  located  in  Tompkins  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  died.  His  father  was  John  Bush, 
and  it  is  said  of  him  that  he  fought  twice  for  his 
country  and  <mce  for  his  king. 

The  Hon.  Charles  P.  Bush  was  a  farmer  and 
speculator  and  he  married  before  coming  to  Mich- 
igan. His  first  trip  to  the  West  was  in  1835,  and 
in  1830  he  came  again  and  staid  through  the  siun- 
mer,  buying  (Government  land  where  Fowlerville 
now  i^.  Having  built  a  log  house  he  returned  to 
the  East  and  in  1837  brought  his  family  to  the  new 
home,  but  remained  there  less  than  a  year  when  he 
sold  out  to  Mr.  Prowler  and  located  in  Genoa 
Townshif),  Livingston  County  where  he  took  a 
splendid  farm  of  thirteen  hundred  acres  and  cat- 
ried  it  on  successfully,  while  at  the  same  time  he 
engaged  in  speculation  and  politics.  He  served  in 
the  State  Lcgi^lature  during  the  sessions  of  1840 
to  1845,  and  in  1846  became  State  Senator,  serv- 
ing during  1847  as  President  of  the  Senate,  and 
by  virtue  of  that  olfice  acting  as  Liout«nant-GOT- 
ernor.  lie  administered  the  oath  of  office  to  the 
otIicei*s  elect  in  the  woods  of  Lansing  before  the 
old  capitoi  was  built.  Some  years  later  he  was  again 
sent  to  the  State  Senate  and  served  for  several 
terms.  He  was  greatly  interested  in  the  removal 
of  the  capital  from  Detroit  to  I^nsing.  He  was  a 
born  reader,  a  good  orator  and  had  a  good  stoi'cof 
information,  being  kK)ked  upon  universally  as  one 
<)f  the  most  promising  men  in  the  State. 

In   1847  Senator  Bush  came  to  Lansing  and  en- 
tered into  partnei*ship  with  Messrs.  Thomas  <fe  Lee, 
buying  a  portion  of  land  and  platting  it  as  an  ad- 
dition to  Lansing,  and  built  the  old  Benton  House. 
In   partnership  with  Mr.  Thomas  under  the  firm 
name  of  Bush  <fe  Thomas  he  engaged  in  general 
merchandising  and  they  became  the  pioneer  mer- 
chants of  Lansing.     Later  he  retired  from  business 
and  died  July  I,  1858.  His  political  affiliations  were 
with  the  J)emocratic  party,  in  which  he  was  con- 
sidered one  of  the  strong  pillaiu    His  wife  was 
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Minerva  Walker  and  she  was  horn  in  Montgomery 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  died  in  I^nsin«:  in  1886,  l)eing 
then  seventy  vears  old.  She  was  an  active  and 
earnest  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  C'huivh 
and  was  looked  upon  as  a  "mother  in  Israel/' 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  five  children  and  was  carefully  and  ju- 
diciously educated,  receivinja^  lier  advance  school- 
ing in  the  private  school  of  Mrs.  E.  .1.  Rol>erts,  in 
I>etroit.  She  Iwc^me  the  mother  of  five  children, 
William  C.  being  her  eldest  and  following  him 
came  Jennie,  Addie  L.,  Sarah  E.  and  Eliza  B.,  who 
are  all  at  home  with  their  parents  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Sarah  who  died  when  very  young.  The 
education  of  our  subject  was  gained  in  the  I'nion 
Seh(X)l  of  lousing  and  in  186t)  lie  liegan  work  as 
a  freight  brakeman  on  the  old  Peninsular  Railroad 
now  known  as  the  Chicago  <V  (irand  Trunk.  Two 
years  later  he  became  a  freight  conductor  and  had 
his  run  l)etween  Lansing  and  South  Bend,  Ind.,  and 
later  took  service  in  the  same  capacity  with  the 
I^ke  Sliore  iV  Michigan  Southern  Road.  After  five 
months  he  was  promoted  to  tlu*  conductoi'ship  of  a 
freight  train  in  which  he  wa*<  having  good  success 
when  upon  ()etoV>er  11.  1880.  he  met  with  a  serious 
md  terrible  disaster. 

While  engaged  in  coupling  cai-s  C-onductor  Ilin- 
inan  caught  his  left  foot  in  the  frog,  that  death 
traj)  of  so  many  good  railroad  men.  In  his  de.**- 
jerate  efforts  to  free  himself  he  pulled  his  foot 
'rom  the  boot  with  such  force  that  the  right  foot 
iwung  over  the  track  an<l  in  a  moment  the  cruel 
ivheels  had  cru>^hed  it.  He  was  taken  to  the  hos- 
pital at  Mishawaka.  Ind.,  where  he  remained  for 
?iglit  weeks  and  where  he  was  under  the  necessity 
}f  having  his  leg  amputated  six  inches  below  the 
lip.  This  put  an  end  to  his  career  as  a  conductor 
ind  he  returned  to  Lansing  and  engaged  in  the 
*raploy  of  the  I-»ake  Shore  S:  Michigan  Southern 
iiailroarl  for  five  years  as  agent,  nfU^v  which  he 
»ntered  the  si»rvic<»  of  the  Lansing  Lumber  Com- 
>any  until  April,  188H,  when  he  received  tlie  elec- 
ion  to  the  oftice  of  City  Clerk,  which  lie  lia^  held 
rom  that  date  to  thi>.  Wm^  first  election  was  by 
najority  of  one  hundred  and  six,  hi>  second  by  a 
,  majority  of  seven  hundred  and  eighty-one,  and 
lis  third  by  a  majority  of  six  hunibed  an<l  sixty- 


six.  Me  is  a  true  and  faithful  public  servant  and 
very  elHcient  in  his  oftice,  and  receives  the  ju8t 
pniise  of  his  fellow-citizens. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Ilinman  in  June,  1885,  took 
))lace  in  I^ansing.  The  lady  who  then  united  with 
him  her  fortunes  and  her  lot  in  life  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  E.  Downs.  She  is  a  native  of  this 
citv  and  her  father,  J.  W.  Downs,  is  an  earlv  settler 
here  and  is  a  well-known  fruit-grower.  He  is  an 
old  veteran  of  the  Mexican  War  and  is  hisrhlv  re- 
spected  both  for  his  patriotic  services  and  his  ex- 
c»ellent  character.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  C.  Hin- 
man  have  two  lovely  daughters — Addie  and  Sarah, 
who  are  the  joy  and  delight  of  their  fond  parent**. 
The  family  worship  at  St.  VauTs  Episcopal  Church 
with  which  the  jMirents  are  connected.  The  polit- 
ical views  of  Mr.  Ilinman  lead  him  to  mnk  himself 
with  the  Demcx'i'atic  party,  in  which  he  has  great 
faith  and  for  whose  success  he  is  active. 


n — >c^- 


r  NDREW  (;.  MARKIIAM.     The  gentleman 
whase  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch 

^^    is  a  farmer  and  st<x?k-dealer,  resident  on 
kvi/  sections  27  and  8-1.  Vevay  Township,  Ing» 

ham  County,  and  hei^e  he  carries  on  a  large  and 
lucmtive  business  in  general  farming  and  in  the 
breeding,  buying  and  selling  of  fine  stock.  Mr. 
Markham  is  a  native  of  New  York  State,  having 
l)een  there  l)orn  in  Ontario  County,  Farmington 
Township,  August  1 ,  1836.  He  is  the  son  of  Elisha 
W.  and  Olive  ((iardner)  Markham,  l)oth  natives  of 
Xew  Y(n'k.  The  father  was  a  farmer  in  his  native 
State  and  our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  receiv- 
ing in  the  intervals  of  farm  work  what  education 
he  could  acquire  by  attendance  at  s<'hool  durinjr 
the  winter  months. 

When  our  subject  set  out  in  life  for  himself,  lie 
began  at  first  by  farming  on  share.<»,  which  brought 
liim  in  enough  to  live  upon.  To  spur  him  on  to 
the  neccASiitv  of  harder  work,  he  was  married  Xov- 
enil>er  20,  1857.  to  Miss  Priscilla  H.  Knight,  a 
daughter  of  John  and   Loretta  (Mo^^her)   Knight. 
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The  young  couple  felt  the  necessity  of  prudence 
anvl  economy  and  laid  by  enough  out  of  their  earn- 
ings to  purchase  a  tract  of  land.  Those  who  have 
struggled  as  did  he  of  whom  we  write,  to  acquire 
a  bit  of  real  estate,  know  how  sweet  is  the  sense  of 
possession,  and  when  he  removed  to  Michigan  in 
1878,  he  was  stengthened  and  encouraged  to  hard 
labor  by  the  knowledge  that  there  was  a  nest  egg 
of  forty  acres  back  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y. 

On  seeing  a  promising  tract  that  he  could  pro- 
cure in  his  adopted  State,  he  sold  his  fli-st  forty 
acres  and  purchased  his  present  home  place  on  sec- 
tion 27,  which  comprises  eighty  acres.  He  has 
since,  at  different  times,  added  land  to  his  original 
purchase  until  he  now  is  the  owner  of  one  luin- 
dred  and  sixty  acres  of  as  fine  and  fertile  land  as 
there  is  in  the  township.  Our  subject,  like  the 
majority  of  property  owners  to  whom  the  political 
interest  at  large  is  also  an  individual  interest,  has 
l)een  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  allied  to  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  now,  however,  a  member 
of  the  Industrial  party,  feelin<»  that  the  laboring 
class,  being  largely  in  the  majority,  shcmld  have  all 
possible  advantages  of  legislation. 

While  in  New  York  Mr.  Markham  served  for 
several  terms  as  Township  Clerk,  and  he  has  several 
times  been  elected  to  ottlce  in  this  township,  but 
having  no  ambition  to  hold  public  office,  refused  to 
qualify  until  the  spring  of  1891,  when  he  was  the 
popular  and  successful  nominee  of  the  Industrial 
party,  insuring  for  it  victory  in  his  township.  Our 
subject's  wife  died  May  28,  1885.  She  had  no 
issue. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  the  oldest  member 
of  his  father's  family.  One  brother,  William  P., 
who  lives  in  this  township,  is  a  farmer,  having  a 
good  home,  presided  over  pleasantly  by  an  amiable 
wife.  They  are  the  proud  parents  of  one  child,  by 
name  Leeman,  who  is  a  young  man  having  a  home 
of  his  own  in  Monroe  Count v,  N.  Y.  He  and 
his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  children.  Elisha 
Markham,  our  subject's  father,  died  in  his  native 
State,  April  1,  1882.  The  mother's  decease  occurred 
June  14,  1876. 

Andrew  Markham  is  what  may  be  tt^med  a  self- 
made  man,  having  had  but  few  advantages  and  no 
material  pecuniary  assistance  from  his  father.    By 


industry,  prudence  and  good  management  of  hi^ 
agricultural  and  financial  affairs,  he  has  become 
one  of  the  promin^tly  successful  men  of  Vevay 
Township.  He  is  highly  respected  in  his  township 
and  among  his  fellow-citizens. 


■I"l'1"» 
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UFA)  .7.  BROWN.     Our  subject^who  is  com- 
;  paratively   a   young   man,   has    been   en- 
gaged for  some  time  in  business  in  which 
he  has  i)roved  very  successful.     Energetic  and  in- 
dustrious, to  him   in   no  small  degree  belongs  the 
honor  of  making  the  success  of  the  firm  of  Brown 
Bros.,  who  are  dealers  in  boots  and  shoes  in  Mason, 
Mich.     The  brothei*s  are  of  German  parentage,  be- 
ing sons  of  Charles  F.  and  Mary  (Stuth)  Brown, 
both  natives  of  Mechlenburg,  Germany.  They  came 
to  America  in  1803  with  their  four  children.  Those 
who    wtMC    born    in    Germany  are    Augustus   F., 
Charles  F.,  Fannie   Louis4»  and  Frederick  J.     Au- 
gustus   was   b<»rn    Auijfust    13.  1844,  and    having 
made  Catherine  Furtah  his  wife  lives  in  St.  Joseph, 
Mo.;  he  is  a  traveling  salesman  for  a  firm   selling 
hoots  and  shoes,  and  has  l>een  a  manufacturer.   He 
is  the   father  of   eight   children.     Charles  F.  and 
Fannie  Louise  are  twins;   the  latter  married   Enos 
Furtah  who  is  a  wood  worker  and    lives  at  New 
l^ltimore,  Mich.  Our  subject  was  bom  December  6, 
1850;  his  father  was  a  forester  in  Germany,  which 
was   considered    there   a  very  honorable   position 
and  one  ranking  high  among  the  middle  classes. 
After  coming  to  this  country  he  was  employed  as 
a  laborer  and  farmer. 

Determined  to  give  his  children  every  chauce 
that'  this  country  of  freedom  and  equal  rights 
offers  to  young  men  and  women,  he  placed  them  in 
school  and  our  subject  had  the  privilege  of  gain- 
ing a  fair  education.  They  also  acquired  outside 
of  school  much  that  has  been  of  practical  use  to 
them  and  the  sons  have  through  industry  and  ob- 
servation made  themselves  substantial  business 
men.  In  1858  the  family  came  to  this  State  and 
l(K'ated  at  Ni;w  Baltimore.  He  of  whom  we  write 
began  working  in  a  mill  and  so  employed  himself 
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until  twenty-one  -years  of  age,  when  he  began 
clerking  at  New  Baltimore,  in  wliieh  position  he 
continued  for  some  six  years,  acquiring  during 
that  time  a  reputation  for  attention  to  business 
and  ease  with  customers  that  made  him  a  desirable 
salesman  and  a  valuable  acquisition  to  a  business 
house. 

Fred  J.  Brown  was  married  March  18,  1875,  to 
Miss  Sallie  M.  Leonard,  of  Middleboro,  Mass;  she 
is  a  daughter  of  Fred  and  Phoebe  D.  (Sampson) 
Leonard,  and  was  born  in  1846.  In  1876  our  sub- 
ject removed  to  Almont,  where  for  two  years  he 
was  engaged  as  a  clerk.  Then  he  went  to  Imlay 
City  and  clerked  for  one  year  at  that  place,  after 
wliich  he  went  into  partnership  with  Herbert  G. 
Thurston,  and  together  the  firm  carried  on  general 
merchandising  successfully  for  about  two  years. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  our  subject  became  propri- 
etor of  a  store  at  Lapeer,  the  county-seat  of  I^peer 
County,  and  remained  there  for  about  five  years  as 
general  manager.  In  1886  he  entered  the  present 
firm  in  equal  partnei*ship. 

Our  subject's  maternal  grand fatlier,  August 
Stuth,  was  a  soldier  in  the  German  army  during 
the  trouble  between  France  and  Germany,  at  which 
time  Napoleon  led  the  French  forces.  The  junior 
member  of  the  firm  of  which  our  subject  is  one  is 
Henry  L.  Brown,  and  he  was  born  after  his  parents 
had  come  to  this  country,  in  Sandusky,  Ohio,  his 
birth  taking  place  April  30,  1856.  The  young 
men  are  progressive  and  talented  in  a  business  way 
and  show  that  they  have  received  a  good  inheri- 
tance of  brains  as  well  as  physical  strength  from 
their  parants. 


RS.  LOUISA  KEIHM  is  the  owner  of  a 
fine  farm  of  forty-eight  acres  located  on 
section  31,  Alaied on  Township.  She  was 
bom  April  3,  1838,  in  the  province  of 
Wurtemberg  in  the  town  of  Marbarch,  Germany. 
Her  father  was  Frederick  Hines,  a  native  of 
the  same  place,  and  there  born  September 
%(Xf    1790,    J/>ujsa  was   a   child   of    nine    years 


of  age  when  her  father  came  to  the  United 
States,  but  the  voyage  over,  which  occupied  three 
months,  made  a  deep  impression  upon  her  young 
mind. 

On  the  lauding  of  the  Hines  family  in  this  coun- 
try they  proceeded  immediately  to  Huron  County, 
Ohio,  and  settled  in  Norwalk.  The  father  was  a 
rope-maker  by  trade  and  unfamiliar  with  the  con- 
ditions of  American  labor,  he  supposed  that  he 
could  find  employment  in  any  place,  but  disap- 
pointed in  his  expectations  he  worked  as  a  day 
laborer  in  order  to  support  himself  and  family, 
and  from  the  time  our  subject  was  ten  years  old 
she  added  her  strength  and  supported  herself  by 
working  at  various  occupations.  She  finally 
becJime  a  seamstress  and  continued  in  this  occupa- 
tion imtil  she  came  to  Michigan. 

On  November  4, 1862,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Conrad  Keihm,  a  native  of  Baden,  Germany,  there 
born  January  30,  1839.  His  father  was  John 
Keihm  and  he  was  born  in  Hartei'shansen,  Ger- 
many. He  was  a  linen-weaver  by  trade  and  his  son 
had  partially  learned  that  occupation  before  com- 
ing to  the  United  States,  which  he  did  in  his  six- 
teenth year.  Before  that  time  he  attended  school 
in  his  native  land.  On  coming  to  America  he  first 
went  to  Canada,  where  he  remained  for  one  yfear 
and  where  he  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade.  He 
then  proceeded  to  Huron  County,  Ohio,  and  work- 
ed as  a  blacksmith,  at  the  same  time  doing  farm 
work  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when  he 
enlisted  in  Company  B,  Third  Ohio  Cavalry. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Keilim  was  discharged  from  service 
on  account  of  physical  disability,  but  after  recover- 
ing to  a  great  extent,  lie  responded  to  a  call  made 
for  mechanics,  and  wen^  to  Nashville,  Tenn., 
where  he  staid  for  about  six  months.  On  return- 
ing to  Michigan  he  bought  the  farm  now  occupied 
by  Mrs.  Keihm.  It  was  almost  entirely  unimpro- 
ved at  the  time  and  he  at  once  bent  his  energies  to 
clearing  it  and  adding  the  best  of  improvements, 
so  that  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  which  occurred 
March  13,  1875,  the  place  was  in  excellent  order. 
Mr.  Keihm  was  a  member  of  the  German  Method- 
ist Church  at  Delhi.  Politically,  he  was  a  Repub- 
lican. 

Two  children  bav©  been  born  to  bless  the  union 
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of  the  worthy  couple  of  whom  we  have  writteu. 
The  eldest  is  Klla  L.,  who  was  lK)rn  November  2, 
1868  ;  she  spent  one  term  in  the  Flint  Normal 
School  in  1889  and  1890  she  spent  in  Albion 
College.  She  is  now  interested  in  musical  art  and 
makes  the  home  attractive  by  her  pleasing  presence 
and  marked  taste.  The  younger  child  is  a  son, 
Willie  Keihm,  who  was  born  in  1874;  he  die<l  in 
in  fane  v.  Since  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs. 
Keihm  has  managed  her  place  with  great  ability 
and  with  marked  success.  She  built  a  coninKMlious 
brick  residence  in  1879  and  her  housi'  is  fitted  up, 
not  only  with  the  comforts  of  life,  !>ut  also  with 
its  elegancies.  She  and  her  daughter  are  nu'nibt'i*s 
of  the  Methodist  Episcoi)al  Churcli  of  Mason. 
They  are  hospitable  and  smrial  and  have  many 
warm  friends  in  Albion. 
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f/ ACOR  (i.  RArMCiKAS.  \Uv  fortunatr  owiut 
of  one  hundred  and  eioflitv-four  acre>  of 
fine  land  adjoining  the  limits  of  tlie  city  of 
Ionising,  resides  on  section  ;i.  Lansjiio  Town- 
ship, Ingham  County,  and  is  actively  engaircd  in 
the  pursuit  of  the  varied  dutii^s-  which  fall  to  him 
as  an  agriculturist.  Not  only  has  ho  been  suc- 
ceSvSful  financiallv,  but  in  the  better  sense  of  that 
word,  he  has  been  successful  in  gaining  the  esteem 
of  all  his  acquaintances,  and  it  is  the  testimony  of 
all  who  kn<»w  him  that  he  eniov>to  an  unn>nal  de- 
gree  the  respect  of  his  as>ociate>.  His  operations 
in  business  are  characterized  iiv  irood  iu^lirment 
and  shrewd  discernment,  while  in  M>cial  circio  hi> 
genial  disposition  and  kindline>s  of  heart  i»ain  for 
him  an  admiring  circle  of   friend>. 

Manv  vears  air<>  there  resided  in  IJavaria,  (ier- 
many,  near  the  b(»rder  of  Fiance,  a  worthy  ccmple 
who  bore  the  names  of  .laco!>  and  ^lary  C. 
(Trumni)  Raumgras.  In  that,  their  native  place, 
thev  abode  until  181(1.  when  in  their  maturity  thev 
emigrated  to  the  New  Worhl  an<l  located  in  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.  The  father  followed  the  occupation  <>f 
an  ornamental  painter,  and  was  a  man  of  sterling 
principles  and  unswerving  industry.     It  was  dur- 


ing the  residence  of  the  family  in  Syracuse  that  the 
subject  of  this  biographical  notice  was  boni  No- 
venilHM"  21.  1848.  He  was  reared  in  his  native 
city,  receiving  the  advantages  of  a  very  Ulieral 
educatii»n,and  was  graduated  from  the  High  School 
in  IMG.').  He  entered  niM>n  his  studies  with  earnest- 
ness and  enthusiasm,  and  early  in  life  manifested  a 
predilection  ior  a  deej>er  insight  into  history  and 
philosophy.  To  say  that  he  improved  all  his  oi»- 
portunities  to  their  fullest  extent,  is  but  relating 
what  actuallv  <Krurred, 

In  the  spring  of  1865,  the  father,  feeling  that  [set- 
ter op|M>rtunities  would  be  afforded  to  him  and  his 
children,  <»f  whom  he  had  seven,  named  Henrv. 
Peter  Louis,  Daniel  N.,  Klizabeth,  Jac*ob  (i.,  Cath- 
erine an<l  Josephine,  in  the  rapidly  growing  West, 
decided  to  hn-ate  in  this  State.  Ac^cordinglv  he 
came  hither  and  at  once  purchased  a  tract  of  one 
hnndred  and  tiftv  acres.  After  Jaci>b  was  gradu- 
ated  he  worked  f(»r  his  father  until  he  was  twentv- 
one  years  of  age.  and  in  the  meantime  gained  a 
practical  knowK'dge  of  agriculture  in  all  its  de|)art- 
ment^.  When  he  attaiiuMl  to  his  majority,  his  fa- 
ther gave  into  hi>  charge  the  home  farm,  and  he 
wa>  it>  manaiici-  until  the  death  of  Jacob  Raum- 
gra>.  Sr..  when  the  old  homestead  passed  into  the 
posM^vion  of  till'  son.  It  was  Septeml)er  24,  189<». 
that  the  father  clo>ed  his  eyes  to  the  scones  f>f 
earth,  leaving  to  his  descendants  the  precious  leg- 
acy of  an  honoral>le  life.  The  wife  and  mother 
still  snrvives.  and  makes  her  home  in  Lansinsr. 

The  pleasant  home  of  our  subject  is  presided 
over  bv  a  ladv  whose  refinement  and  culture  i»ive 
to  her  an  **o|»en  sesame"  to  the  nu)st  cultured  so- 
ciety of  the  capital  city,  and  whose  noble  cjualitio 
<iualif\  her  to  ailmirablv  discharire  her  duties  .•»> 
wife  and  mother.  She  was  known  in  maidenhood 
as  Caroline  K.  Stadle.  and  is  the  daughter  of  AVill- 
iam  and  Laura  ( Ivra us)  Stadle,  nativesof  Oej'mauv 
and  Michigan  respectively,  who  now  reside  in  Clin- 
tr)n  County.  Mich.  Mrs.  Raumgras  was  lH>rn  in 
the  citv  of  Lan>ing.  January  9.  1859,  and  grew  to 
womanhood  under  her  father's  roof  which  she  left 
onl\  to  go  to  the  home  of  her  husband.  The  con- 
genial union  which  was  solenniized  SeptemlH»r  19, 
1S79,  \\i\<  been  ble>i  by  the  birth  of  five  children, 
as  follows:  Cecelia  L.,  Ixnn  July  13, 1880;  Julius  P^ 
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January  11,  1882;  Elenora,  born  August  17,  1885, 
died  at  the  age  of  three  years;  William  J.,  born 
September  15,  1888,  and  Peter  lx>uis,  the  young- 
est, boru  August  1,  1889,  died  at  the  age  of  nine 
months. 

In  tx)litics  Mr.  Baumgras  adheres  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Democratic  party,  although  he  is  not  a 
radical  partisan.  He  has  tilled  many  positions  of 
responsibility,  has  been  Superintendent  of  the  com- 
mon schools  two  terms.  Township  Treasurer,  and 
also  held  various  other  minor  offices.  Religioui-ly 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  socially  belongs  to  the  Royal  Arcanum. 


fjOHN  SPANIER,  one  of  the  old  and  well 
II  established  business  men  of  Lansing,  Ingham 
County,  has  been  in  the  meat  business  in 
this  city  since  1859  and  is  the  oldest  dealer 
in  that  line  in  the  city.  He  was  bom  in  Prussia, 
Germany,  August  18,  1835,  and  when  eighteen 
years  old  came  in  1853  to  Detroit.  His  father  had 
been  a  butcher  in  Germany  and  he  leai*ned  the 
trade  there  in  his  boyhood.  Coming  to  Detroit 
he  first  obtained  a  position  in  a  shop  where  he 
learned  the  American  way  of  working.  He  con- 
tinued there  for  six  years  l>eforc  coming  to  Lan- 
sing and  in  1859  began  work  at  his  trade  for  A. 
Burch  remaining  with  him  for  nearly  twelve  yeai^s. 
He  is  probably  the  only  man  in  Lansing  who  ever 
thoroughly  learned  the  trade  of  a  butcher,  as  most 
men  pick  up  their  experience  in  this  line  of  work 
irregularly. 

It  was  in  the  year  of  1881  that  Mr.  Spanier 
started  in  business  for  himself,  locating  on  the  spot 
-where  he  is  still  doing  business  at  No.  310  Wash- 
ington Avenue  North.  He  has  a  fine  location  and 
a  shop  sixty-six  feet  deep.  When  he  first  began 
he  bought  cattle  and  slaughtered  for  himself,  but 
he  now  buys  dressed  beef  and  other  meats  and  has 
built  up  an  excellent  trade,  giving  his  whole  atten- 
tion to  his  business.  The  lady  with  whom  he 
imited  hj3  fortimes  \n  1861,  is  a  native  of  his 


Fatherland,  and  was  bom  in  Wurtemberg.  She 
came  to  this  country  when  three  years  old,  and 
reached  Lansing  in  1856,  her  parents  being  among 
the  early  settlers  here.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Wilhelmina  Crobby,  and  she  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  our  subject  upon  Christmas  Day,  1861. 
Five  children  have  blessed  this  union,  Charles, 
who  now  has  a  market  on  Washington  Avenue 
South;  Frank,  who  is  with  his  father;  William,  who 
has  a  market  on  Michigan  Avenue;  Eva,  now  the 
wife  of  Lewis  Critchard;  and  John,  who  is  also 
with  his  father  in  business.  The  father  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Royal  Templates  of  Temperance  which  is 
a  social  and  insurance  organization.  He  attends 
church  regularly  although  he  was  brought  up  a 
Catholic  and  he  is  a  man  who  is  highly  spoken  of 
by  his  neighbors  as  iK)ssessing  a  character  worthy 
of  admiration.  His  handsome  brick  house  and 
excellent  brick  bam  on  Washtenaw  Street  West, 
adorn  a  beautiful  propert}'  which  may  well  be 
called  one  of  the  ornaments  of  I^nsing.  The 
grounds  comprise  three  fine  lots  and  are  beauti- 
fully situated  and  the  house  is  one  which  he  built 
himself  and  is  well  adapted  to  the  comfort  and 
enjoyment  of  his  family. 


^3M^<i 
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^p^  UY  H.  STOWELL.  There  is  only  one  thing 
|[  ^^  better  than  having  a  reputation  for  integ- 
^j^  ritv  and  honomble  dealing,  and  that  is  to 
have  such  a  character;  and  when  a  man  has  both 
the  character  and  the  reputation  he  has  something 
of  whidi  the  world  cannot  rob  him,  and  which 
men  of  wealth  who  are  deficient  in  these  respects 
may  well  desire.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
is  known  all  over  the  State,  as  he  has  been  for  some 
time  Curator  of  the  Michigan  State  Fair  (xrounds 
at  Lansing.  He  received  that  appointment,  April 
1,  1884, •by  a  committee  who  had  the  matter  in 
charge,  wlio  were  Messrs.  .7.  N.  Smitli,  B.  B.  Ruker 
and  I).  WfX)dcock.  He  has  filled  his  office  to  thf 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  and  has  also  earned 
for  himself  an  enviable  reputation  in  the  city  and 
among  the  officers  and  mcmbei-s  of  the  State  Agri- 
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cultural  S<xdety.  It  is  unff)rtunate  that  his  health 
is  Dot  robust,  and  in  consequeneo  of  this  it  is  pro!>- 
able  that  he  will  resit^n  his  position  in  (>etol)er. 

During  the  busy  season  Mr.  Stowell  has  from 
thirtv-five  to  forty  men  constantly  working  under 
his  directions,  and  the  resj>onsibility  of  keepinir 
everything  in  good  c*ondition  and  in  tirst-c-lnss 
order,  is  more  than  he  feels  that  he  can  longer  un- 
dertake. Tliere  are  sixty-three  acres  in  the  irrounds 
and  fully  forty  buildings  besides  the  race  track  and 
other  appurtenances,  and  the  responsibilities  are 
more  than  he  cares  to  retain. 

Mr.  Stowell  was  l)orn  in  Marcellus,  N.  V..  .lulv 
10,  1855.  His  beloved  and  honored  parents.  Dr. 
Hiram  and  Olivia  (liowen)  Stowell,  brought  him 
with  I  hem  to  Ann  ArlH)r  when  he  was  about  six 
months  old,  and  in  a  short  time  thev  removed  to 
Clinton  County,  where  the  father  practice*!  iiis 
medical  profession  and  also  <*arricd  on  a  farm.  In 
those  days  there  were  no  roads  exccj^t  Indian 
trails,  and  a  country  doctor  had  louir  :\ut\  tedious 
rides,  traveling  through  the  w<m)(|.>  to  reach  the 
scattering  settlers.  KvervlMxlv  liad  tlii»  ai:ue  in 
those  days,  and  it  ke))t  the  doctors  hii>\.  At  the 
same  time  the  farm  was  to  be  <'h'ared  up  and  cul- 
tivated. It  is  within  tiie  easy  recollection  of  our 
subject  when  not  a  tree  was  cut  wiiere  the  city  of 
Lansing  now  stands,  lie  also  i-ememheis  many  of 
the  frights  which  they  experienced  when  the  In- 
dians were  all  about  them,  and  tlie\  feared  an  at- 
tack  from  hostile  bands.  'J'hc  ialher  lived  lour 
miles  east  of  DeWitt.  and  after  a  numbei-  t»f  \ear> 
had  passed  he  erected  the  first  frame  huihhnii  which 
was  ever  put  up  in  that  village,  lie  continucil 
in  practice  u|)  to  the  time  of  his  death.  an<l  was 
for  year>  both  the  Townshii)anf|  Count  v   Treasurer. 

Our  subject  lived  to  the  age  of  seventeen  years 
in  Clinton  (  ounty.  and  made  good  use  <»f  the  edu- 
cational advant^iges  afforded  liim  in  the  district 
schools,  lie  then  went  North  to  Minnesota,  loca- 
ting for  three  years  near  the  city  of  St.  Paul,  after 
which  he  returned  to  DeWitt  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  .Mary  .1.  Holmes,  of  DeWitt.  her 
father,  David  Holmes,  being  a  farmer  <)f  Cnadilla 
Township.  The  young  couj)le  itMnovcd  to  Sagi- 
jiaw,  where  they  lived  ujMjn  a  farm  for  fifteen  years, 


I    and  then  purcha.**ed  a  farm  in  I>elta.  Eaton  County. 

'  Five  yeai*s  later  Mr.  Stowell  received  tlie  appoint- 
ment to  the  office  which  he  now  holds,  and  which 
he  has  filled  with  much  satisfaction  U)  all  con- 
cerned. The  five  children  who  have  come  to  hb 
home  are  Klmer  D.,  William  O.,  Minnie  O.,  Ettie  .1. 
and  Cora.  Minnie  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  R,  Oarber, 
now  living  in  Middleville,  Rarry  County,  and  all 
of  the  children  are  giving  great  satisfaction  tA) 
their  worthy  j)arents  who  feel  that  in  these  younjr 
lives  they  arc  renewing  their  youth. 


V 


ROHKUT  B.  SHANK  is  a  good  type  of  the 
men    that    the    city    of    l^insing,     Ingliani 
County,    is   proud    of   producing.     He  wa.-* 
I  horn  here  January  1,  185(),and  hasi^eceived 

I  his  e<lucation  bi>th  in  school  and  out  of  sch«H)l  in 
this  city.  He  graduated  at  the  High  School  and 
>oon   aftir  went   into   the  store    of   J.  J.  Sidway. 

• 

irrocer.  He  remaiiu'd  with  him  for  five  years. 
after  which  he  engaged  in  business  for  himself, 
>tartinii  out  in  his  career  as  an  independent 
UMTchant  when  only  twenty  years  of  asfe.  He  has 
continued  in  that  line  ever  sin(*e.  He  has  occupied 
the  coiner  store  of  the  (iovcrnment  buildiuir  for 
the  pa>t  twelve  years  an<l  is  certain.  Providence 
permitting,  to  occupy  it  at  least  two  yeai^s  longer 
as  he  holds  the  lease  for  that  length  of  time. 

Mr.  Shank  is  the  proprietor  of  the  largest  staple 
and  fancy  irrocei  \  luuise  in  fjinsinj;.  He  also 
carries  on  a  line  jobhi ng  trade  in  c(mncK*tion  with 
his  business,  having  in  his  employ  ten  men  and  a 
hook-keeper.  His  beginning  in  this  line  was  very 
modest,  as  he  had  but  small  capital  and  was  so 
young  he  could  not  presume  to  ask  for  heavy 
backing      However,  he  has  never  been  discouraged 

and  his  trade  has  ffrown  until  it  is  now  doubtless 

I 

!    the  larircst  in  th(*  city. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  as'^ured  by  traveling  men 

who    are    constantly    visiting    the    largest    stores 

throughout  the  State  that   Mr.  Shank  is   doing  as 

1   large  a  business  as  any  house  in  the  State  of  Mich* 
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igaii,  who  are  doing  a  strictly  grocery  busiiiessi 
that  does  not  include  liquors  or  meats.  His  suc- 
cess has  l>een  aiMui*ed  by  the  fact  that  he  deals  on 
H  strictly  cash  basis.  Not  only  does  he  require 
ca»h  payment  from  his  customers,  but  by  his  own 
prompt  cash  payments  he  is  enabled  to  get  the 
l)est  articles  in  both  staple  and  fancy  goods  at  the 
lowest  prices.  He  carries  a  very  large  line  of  the 
finest  stock  and  his  stoi*e,  which  has  a  twenty- 
seven  foot  frontage  and  is  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  feet  deep,  is  tilled  to  overflowing  with  the 
choicest  supplies.  He  also  uses  the  cellar.  Our 
subject  does  not  find  a  great  deal  of  time  for  secret 
societies  or  work  outride  of  his  legitimate  busine-^s. 
He  is,  however,  a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  a  very 
popular  man  in  his  lodge.  He  has  been  Alderman 
for  the  Second  Ward  for  two  3'ears,  having  for  his 
opponent  his  brother,  Dr.  Rush  J.  "Shank. 

Mr.  Shank  has  a  very  pleasant  home  which  is 
located  on  Allegan  Street.  His  wife  was,  prior  to 
her  marriage,  a  Miss  Ella  Kdwards,  a  daughter  of 
B.  F.  Edwards  of  this  city,  who  is  now  a  resident 
of  Reed  City.  Their  nuptials  were  solemnized 
January  21,  1881.  Two  children  are  the  fruit  of 
this  marriage.  They  are  by  name  Eva  and  Jessie, 
bright,vivacious  young  people  who  promise  to  equal, 
if  not  excel,  their  parents'  business  capacity.  Mi-s. 
Shank  is  a  woman  with  progressive  ideas  and  ten- 
dencies. She  has  not  allowed  herself  to  be  isolated 
in  her  home  because  of  the  advent  of  her  little  ones, 
although  she  cares  for  them  most  tenderly.  She 
is  a  member  of  the  Ladies*  Library  Club,  which 
has  been  instrumental  in  accomplishing  much 
good  in  the  city.  Both  Mr.  and  Mi*s.  Shank 
are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
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C.  HEDGES,  a  prominent  pharmacist  of 
North  r^ansing,  and  an  enterprising  and 
public-spirited  citizen,  was  born  in  Owosso, 
Shiawassee  County,  July  31,  1849,  and 
therefore  calls  the  Wolverine  State  his  native 
home.  His  father,  Joseph  L.  Hedges,  was  bom  in 
Trnxton,  N.  Y.,  was  a  son  of  Lewis  Hedges,  a  Ver- 


monter  by  birth,  who  removed  to  the  Empire 
Stat<)  many  years  ago  and  in  1824  came  to  Oak- 
land County,  where  he  located  and  engaged  in  the 
business  of  a  tanner  and  currier.  He  there  remained 
until  his  detith.  which  (KX*urred  in  1826. 

The  father  of  our  .subject  was  a  clothier  and 
manufacturer  of  woolens  in  Pontiac,  whence  he 
went  to  Fenton.  then  to  Owosso,  l>ecoming  one  of 
the  earlv  settlei-s  there  in  1848.  He  entered  into 
partnership  with  Daniel  Gould,  by  whom  he  suf- 
fered lasses,  and  he  later  removed  his  woolen  mill 
to  Corunna,  where  he  continued  his  business. 
After  residing  there  for  some  time  he  removed 
fii-st  to  Lansing,  then  to  Pontiac,  and  then  back 
again  to  Lansing.  He  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  while  living 
in  Owosso  filled  the  office  of  JiLstice  of  the 
Peace. 

Emily  C'olister  is  the  maiden  name  of  her  who 
became  the  mother  of  our   subject.     She  was  bom 

I  in  Iloneyoe,  N.  Y.,  and  wasthe  daughter  of  Robert 
Colister,  who  cAme  from  Scotland   to  this  country 

,  when  nineteen  years  of  age.  He  became  an  early 
settler  near  I-Aingsburg,  taking  a  rough  farm  in 
Victor  Township,  Clinton  County,  and  devoting 
himself  to  its  improvement  and  culture.  She  was  a 
woman  of  earnest  religious  character  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episc»opal  Church,  in  the 
doctrines  and  practices  of  which  she  faithfully 
brought  up  her  four  children,  of  whom  our  subject 
is  the  youngest. 

When  young  Hedges  was  ten  years  old  he  went 
to  Corunna,  where  he  at  once  entered  the  woolen 
factory,  and  although  he  was  so  young  he  learned 
the  business,  because  help  was  then  so  scarce  on 
account  of  the  war.  After  this  he  came  to  Lan- 
sing for  a  short  time  and  thence  went  to  Pontiac 
where  his  father  had  charge  of  the  Paddock  fac- 
torv,  with  which  he  remained  until  it  was  organ- 
ized  into  a  stock  company.  Judge  Paddock,  whose 
name  the  factor v  bore,  was  a  brother-in-law  of 
Joseph  Iledge^s.  In  1868,  the  young  man  took 
charge  of  a  department  in  the  factory,  superin- 
tending the  weaving  and  spinning  for  five  years, 
except  during  one  year  when  he  was  at  Flint, 
where  he  served  the  Stone  it  Willard  Mill. 

M'\  Hedges  came  to  Lansing  in  1873,  and  bought 
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a  half  iiiterest  in  t\  drug  5*1  ore,  forming  a  partner- 
ship with  Samuel  C.  Smith,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Smith  <k  Hedges.  With  this  partner  as  an  ex- 
pert, he  set  to  work  to  learn  the  business,  and 
they  remained  together  for  eighteen  months  when 
F.  I.  Moore  came  into  the  business  as  a  partner  and 
remained  with  him  until  June,  1879,  at  which  time 
he  changed  partners,  taking  Mr.  J.  A.  Reck.  The 
firm  name  was  now  Hedges  Si  Reck,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  formation  of  that  ))artnoi-ship  the  busi- 
ness was  moved  into  the  stand  where  it  now  ex- 
ists, with  a  fine  line  of  general  drugs. 

At  the  time  Mr.  Hedges  started  in  business,  in 
1873,  he  had  been  intending  to  open  a  book  store 
in  Ludington,  and  had  purchased  a  stock,  but 
could  not  find  a  suitable  place  there  and  in  order 
to  open,  dec*ided  to  buy  a  drug  store  which  was 
then  standing,  and  to  its  stock  add  books  and  stii- 
tiouery.  Besides  the  stix?k  of  a  pharmacist,  our 
subject  and  his  partner,  Mr.  Reck,  handled  paints 
and  oils  and  other  incidental  ^oods  which  are  usu- 
ally found  in  a  first-class  store  of  this  kind,  lie 
has  prospered  so  as  to  place  his  family  in  a  pleas- 
ant home  at  No.  915  VVashinirton  Avenue,  and  be- 
sides this  property  owns  two  other  residences. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hedges  to  Miss  Louisa  J. 
Gil)Son  took  place  in  Lansing  in  l«7r).  Tliis  lady 
is  a  native  of  the  Eni[)ire  Stale,  but  liaviuir  been 
brought  hither  in  early  childhood,  received  her 
girlhood  training  and  education  lH*re.  She  was 
early  fitted  for  the  position  of  a  teacher  and  olli- 
ciated  in  the  Lansing  schools  previous  to  her  mar- 
riage. Two  interesting  children  bless  this  home — 
Horence  and  J.  Harold. 

The  interest  which  ^Mr.  and  Mi's.  Hedges  have 
evinced  in  educational  matters  has  ever  l)een  a 
benefit  to  the  schools  of  Lansing,  and  for  fiveyeai*s 
Mr.  Hedges  was  on  the  Board  of  Education,  during 
which  time  he  filled  the  Chninnansliip  of  the  com- 
mittee cm  finance.  He  is  identified  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  with  the  Kiiyal 
Arcanum,  in  which  oriiranization  he  has  !)een  Sec- 
retarv  since  1879.  Hebelon<;s  to  the  (irand  Conn- 
cil  of  Michigan,  and  has  seen  steady  ])romotion  in 
the  order,  as  he  has  worked  his  wav  from  (irand 
Sentry  through  the  line  to  Grand  Orator.  He  also 
l>elong8  to  the  Modern    Woodmen    of  America,  in 


which  he  holds  the  seecmd  highest  office  in  the 
United  States,  being  Head  Advisory  in  that  bodj. 
He  was  a  delegate  to  the  meetings  at  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  and  Springfield,  111.  Besides  the  orders  just 
named  he  l)elongs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Macca- 
bees. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hedges  is  a  Republican  of  the 
true-blue  variety  and  adheres  to  that  party  ''first, 
h\si  and  always.*'  He  has  been  identified  with  the 
fire  dei)artment  of  I^nsing  since  1873,  and  is  Cap- 
tain of  Departmeat  No.  2.  His  excellent  wife  is 
an  earnest  and  ettlcient  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  hunter's  and  fisher's 
sports  are  very  attractive  to  this  gentleman  and  in 
them  he  finds  a  needed  relief  from  the  perplexities 
and  cares  of  business  life. 


'l^^>fci^^fc P i I  >    Hi 


•ft#^- 


r^  DWIN  11.  WIHTNKY    is   Grand   Scribe  of 

1^       the  (irand  Kncampuient  of  the  Independent 

I    _y    Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  also  theOrand 

Secretary  of  the  (irand  Lodge  of  the  same  society. 

This  petition  he  has  held  continuously  since  1874, 

at  which   time   the    membei-ship   numbered  eleven 

thousand    tw<»    hundred  and   eighty,  there   l)eing 

sixty-om'    encampments    and    one    hundred   and 

eiiihty-seven  lodges.     There  are  now  four  hundred 

and  six   l(»dges  and  a  membership  of  twenty-two 

^h()usand. 

Mr.  Whitney  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  X.  Y.. 
Auo^ust  5,  1827.  His  father  was  Dennis  Whitnev, 
who  was  a  farmer  and  until  twelve  vears  of  asre 
our  subject  lived  on  the  home  place.  Then  the 
family  moved  to  Niagara  County,  N.Y.,  and  there 
the  original  of  our  sketch  received  his  education, 
first  attending  the  Allen's  Hill  (Ontario  Countv) 
Academy,  and  later  the  Royalton  Center  Aeademv 
of  Niagara  County.  After  that  he  remained  until 
184.')  at  Hoyalton  Center  .wlien  he  came  alone  to 
l*ontiac.  Mich. 

Soon   alter  hi>  advent  into  this  State  Mr.  Whit- 
ney was  fortunate   enough   to  secure  a  position  in 
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the  office  of  the  County  Ti-easurer.  He  remained 
there  for  two  vears  and  then  went  into  the  County 
RegistrarV  office,  where  he  remained  for  four  years, 
after  which  he  came  to  Lansing  in  1851,  and  this 
city  has  ever  since  been  his  home.  On  coming 
here  he  seoui*ed  a  i)osition  in  the  State  Treasurer's 
oflice   and    later  in    the  State  I^nd  Office    until 

In  1857  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  are  writing 
went  to  Detroit  and  for  three  yeai*s  was  engaged 
in  tlie  United  States  Custom  House  and  for  one 
year  was  United  States  Marshal,  sharing  the  office 
with  R.  W.  Davis,  who  was  at  that  time  Marshal. 
In  1861  Mr.  Whitney  returned  to  Lansing  and 
transferred  his  interests  from  State  work  to  mer- 
chandise, dealing  in  the  hardware  business  until 
1877  when  lie  sold  out.  Three  yeai*s  previous 
to  the  sale  of  his  hardware  interests  he  had 
been  elected  to  his  present  offices  and  since  that 
time  he  has  Vieen  giving  his  attention  exclusively 
to  this.  The  city  bears  a  very  different  asi)ect  now 
from  what  it  did  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
made  his  entrance  here.  At  that  time  it  was  but 
partially  cleared  and  presented  for  the  most  part  a 
dreary  waste  of  stumps,  there  being  logs  in  every 
street.  He  purchased  land,  however,  which  he  was 
wise  enough  to  hold  and  now  lias  a  valuable  tract 
aijd  a  very  pleasant  home. 

For  four  years  Mr.  Whitney  was  a  member  of 
the  Common  Council,  representing  the  Fourth 
Ward.  He  has  also  been  on  the  Board  of  Kduca- 
tion  for  the  same  length  of  time  and  representing 
the  same  ward.  Although  such  an  enthusiastic 
meml>er  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
our  subject  is  also  a  Knight  Templar.  In  church 
relations  he  is  an  Episcopalian,  having  l>een  a 
Vestryman  for  some  time.  He  was  so  elected  on 
the  first  Board  in  1855  and  with  the  exception  of 
the  time  of  his  absence  in  Detroit  he  has  ))een  in 
aervice  for  twenty  yeai-s. 

Feeling  that  it  was  not  good  for  man  to  live 
alone  Mr.  Whitney  was  united  in  marriaiife  to 
Miss  Jennie  Dodge,  of  Ypsilanti,  their  marriage 
being  solemnized  May  17,  1859.  Since  that  time 
three  children  have  come  to  them.  They  have 
now  reached  tlie  estate  of  manhood  and  woman- 
hood and  are  res|>eeted  and  honored  citizens.    The 


eldest  is  Edwin  D.,  now  a  resident  of  Portland, 
Ore.;  Jennie  E.  is  the  wife  of  W.  K.  Pruden  and 
has  a  delightful  home  in  this  city;  Lewis  D.  is  also 
a  resident  of  this  city. 


B^.aj^g^ 


-•♦ 


ON.  MARCUS  M.  ATWOOD.  At  the  time 
jl  when  the  parents  of  our  subject  came  to 
J)^^  Michigan  there  were  only  five  log  cabins  in 
what  is  now  Ingham  Township,  two  of 
which  were  upon  the  Atwood  Homestead,  and  seven 
families  constituted  the  population  of  the  town- 
ship. It  was  all  an  unbroken  and  dense  f Oldest  and 
not  a  tree  had  been  felled  nor  a  sod  turned.  Indians 
were  sc*attered  all  about  and  wild  game  abounded 
and  here  they  endured  many  hardships  and  did 
thorough  and  genuine  pioneer  work. 

Mr.  Atwood,  who  is  a  lawyer  at  Dansville,  Ing- 
ham County,  was  born  in  Homer,  Cortland  County 
N.  Y.,  January  3,  1826.  His  parents  were  Zenas 
and  Hulda  (Purinton)  Atwood,  natives  of  Frank- 
lin County,  Mass.,  where  they  passed  their  youth 
and  were  married.  Their  fii-st  wedded  home  was 
in  (Iraton,  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  where  they 
settled  in  1815  and  later  removed  to  Homer.  In 
1836  they  made  their  removal  to  Michigan,  he 
coming  early  in  the  spring  by  way  of  the  lakes  to 
Detroit,  and  then  taking  ox-team  from  that  city  to 
the  new  homestead.  He  located  upon  eighty  acres 
of  (iovernmcnt  land  in  Ingham  County,  and  built 
a  log  house,  to  which  he  brought  his  family  in  the 
fall.  lk)th  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Zenas  Atwood  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives  in  this  township,  remain- 
in":  on  the  farm  most  of  the  time.  The  father  died 
at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  years,  in  October,  1850,  and 
his  wife  survived  until  1875,  when  she  passed 
away  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

The  father  of  our  subj€*ct  was  a  plain  hard- 
working man,  who  was  faithful  in  all  his  duties 
but  was  not  one  who  accumulated  much  property, 
neither  did  he  give  his  time  to  public  service,  ex- 
cept on  one  occasion  when  lie  acted  as  Assessor  of 
his  township.  He  was  a  strong  Abolitionist,  even 
at  the  early  date  previous  to  his  death,  and  was 
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man  of  firm  convictions.  Botli  iie  and  liici  wife 
were  active  and  efficient  memljei*s  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  in  which  he  was  a  Deacon  from  the  date 
of  the  organization  of  the  Dansville  Church,  until 
his  death.  I  lis  parents  were  New  England  people 
of  Englis^i  origin,  and  his  wife's  parents  came  from 
the  same  section  and  were  descended  from  English 
and  French  stock.  Joseph  Purinton,  his  wife's 
father,  was  a  Ilevolutionarv  soldier  and  he  himself 
served  in  the  War  of  1812.  Eight  children  were 
granted  him  and  his  worthy  helpmate,  namely: 
Pearly,  Almira,  Lucy,  Horace,  Henry  P.,  Mercy  C, 
Martin  S.,  and  Marcus  M.,  the  two  latter  being 
twins. 

The  first  t«n  years  of  our  subject's  life  were 
spent  upon  the  farm  in  New  York  and  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  Michigan  in  1836,  remaining 
with  them  until  he  reached  the  age  of  seventeen. 
After  leaving  home  lie  supplemented  the  studies 
which  he  had  taken  in  the  district  schools  bv  at- 
tending  the  Leoni  Institute  and  the  (irass  Lake 
Academy  in  Jackson  County.  Later  he  went  to 
Ann  Arlwr  and  read  law  with  Norton  U.  Hjnns<lel. 
remaining  with  him  for  two  or  three  years.  He 
then  began  teaching  and  remained  for  twenty-two 
terms  at  the  teacher's  desk.  In  1852  he  settled 
down  upon  a  farm  in  Ingham  Township,  and  for 
several  years  gave  his  attention  to  farming  and  the 
rest  of  the  time  to  the  practice  of  law,  being  ad- 
mitted to  the  bar  at  Mason,  Mich.  In  1  sr)8  he  izavi 
up  farming  and  hjis  since  devoted  his  attention  en- 
tirely to  the  practice  of  the  law  at  Dansville.  Hav- 
ing won  the  confidence  of  the  people  he  now 
enjoys  a  large  and  lucrative  practice,  and  is  ad- 
mitted to  all  the  courts  in  the  State.  Mr.  Atwood's 
first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  for  Zachary  Taylor.  His  earliest  official  po- 
sition was  that  of  township  Clerk  of  Ingham 
Township,  to  wliich  he  was  elected  in  18  49,  and  in 
1850  he  held  the  same  office  in  Stockbridge  Town- 
ship. 

In  1856  Mr.  Atwood  wjis  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace  of  Ingham  Township,  and  held  that  otiice 
for  twenty  consecutive  years,  although  he  did  not 
devote  himself  exclusivelv  to  it.     It  was  in  186(» 

•  - 

that  the  Democratic  party  elected  him  to  the  Michi- 
gan State  Legislature  and  he  was  re-elected  to  the 


same  office  in  1870.  He  served  in  both  sessions 
with  honor  to  himself  and  profit  and  satisfaction 
to  his  constituents.  During  the  first  session  he  was 
a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Supplies  and  the 
Judiciarv  Committee  and  in  the  last  sesdon  he 
lK*longed  to  the  Committee  on  State  Affairs  and 
Elections.  He  has  l^een  for  thirty-three  years 
President  of  the  village  of  Dansville,  and  since  his 
service  in  the  legislature  has  been  giving  his  en- 
tire attention  to  his  professional  duties.  He  is  a 
mein)>er  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chapter,  Council  and 
Comnianderv  of  the  F.  &  A.M.  and  is  also  a  mem- 
Ikt  of  the  Odd  Fellows  order. 

The  ladv  who  became  Mrs.  Atwood  in  the  month 
of  April  186:}  l)ore  the  maiden  name  of  Louisa  J. 
Skadan.  Her  home  wa.s  in  the  township  of  Ing- 
ham, this  county  and  she  was  bom  in  Sennett, 
C'ayuga  County,  Decemlier  25, 1836.  Her  parents. 
Samuel  and  Irene  (Shed on)  Skadan,  were  both  na- 
tives of  the  Empire  Slate  who  settled  in  this  town- 
ship in  1810.  The  s(K*ial  position  of  the  Hon.  M. 
M.  Atwood  and  wife  is  exceptionally  good  and 
theii  home  is  the  center  of  a  true  and  genuine 
lio>pitality.  lie  has  been  a  member  of  the  village 
council  twelvf  years  and  was  President  of  the  vil- 
lairt'  eleven  vears. 


•^•M-l" 
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AMES  II.  SIIAFEK.  It  is  sometimes  thought 
by  superficial  people,  who  know  nothing  of 
agriculture,  that  no  si>ecial  intelligence  is 
required  to  till  the  soil,  and  indeed,  if  the 
mechanical  work  were  all  that  is  necessary,  this 
would  l>e  so,  but,  a>  in  everv  branch  of  industrv, 
the  thoughtful  and  logical  carrying  out  of  theories 
that  have  been  proved  by  experiment  and  science 
is  found  to  be  advantageous  and  to  the  profit  of 
the  farmer.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  of  the  class 
who  believes  in  progressi<m  and  advancement.  He 
is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  on  section  3,  of  Vevav 
Township,  Ingham  County,  and  although  a  general 
farmer,  devotes  himself  especially  to  the  work  of 
stock-raising. 

Our  subject  was  l)orn  in  the  city  of  Mason,  Ing- 
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ham  County,  this  State,  July  11,  1849.  He  is  the 
son  of  George  W.  and  Deborah  (Horten)  Shafer, 
natives  of  New  York.  The  father,  whose  home 
was  in  Mason,  owned  some  two  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  hind  near  the  city,  so  while  our  subject 
lived  in  the  city  until  he  was  about  twenty-one 
yeara  of  age  he  was  at  the  same  time  engaged  in 
farming.  He  received  a  good  common -school  edu- 
cation, and  appreciating  the  value  that  a  knowl- 
edge of  books  and  sciences  has  for  men,  he  made 
the  best  of  his  opportunities,  and  is  to-day  a  man 
of  culture  and  education. 

Mr.  Shafer 's  marriage  took  place  November  8, 
1870,  at  which  time  he  was   united  to  Miss  Lucy 
E.  Saxton,  a  daughter  of  N.  S.  and  Eliza  (Fuller) 
Saxton.     She  was  bom  in   Knox   County,   Ohio, 
September  4,  1851.     Her   parents  were  natives  of 
New  York.     About   two  yeai*s  after  his  marriage 
Mr.  Shafer  went  to  the  State  of  Kansas,  where  he 
made  his  residence  for  some  two  years.    On  his  re- 
turn he  removed   to   the  farm,  and  has  here  since 
lived.     Although  our  subject   is   independent  in 
politics,  voting  fur  the  man    that   he   thinks   best 
fitted  for  the  position  in  question,  his  sympathies 
have  been,  as  a  rule,  with    the   Republican    party, 
and  that  political  body  has  received  the  weight  of 
his  vote  and   influence.     lie  has  his  preference   by 
inheritance  as  well  as  choice,  as  his  father  was  also 
a  Republican.     In  1882  our  subject   received    the 
honor  of  an  election  to  the  iK>st  of   Supervisor  of 
Vevay  Township,  and   has   been   re-elected  to  the 
oftice  seven  times  since. 


LFRED    WISE.     One    of    the    prominent 
men   in    the    city    of    Lansing,    Ingham 
iB    County,  who  has  been  active  in  encour- 
^^1  agiug  industries  of  intrinsic  worth  to   the 

city,  as  well  as  the  upbuilding  and  perfecting  of 
older  institutions,  ts  the  gentleman  whose  portrait 
appears  on  the  opposite  page.  By  parentage,  birth 
and  education  he  is  an  Engli.shman.  The  place  of 
his  nativity  was  the  county  of  Kent,  England,  and 
his  natal  day  December  20,  1827.     He  received  his 


education  in  England  and  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1849,  first  locating  in  New  York  City, 
Thence  he  went  to  Ohio  and  in  1856  came  to  this 
city  and  made  a  permanent  location,  engaging  as 
a  contractor  and  builder. 

Mr.  Wise  is  the  President  of  the  Union  Building 
(&  Loan  Association  and  also  Pi*esident  of  the  city 
water  works  during  their  construction  and  for 
three  years  after  their  completion.  Considering 
the  age  of  the  place  he  is  an  old  settler  here  and 
taking  into  account  his  energy  has  accomplished  a 
very  great  deal  for  the  city.  At  an  early  day  he 
was  connected  with  the  building  of  many  of  the 
prominent  edifices  in  the  city,  turning  his  atten- 
tion to  that  line  until  1889.  In  the  meantime  the 
greater  portion  of  his  time  was  given  to  the  erect- 
ing of  mills  for  the  makmg  of  sash,  doors  and 
blinds  and  also  planing  mills. 

When  our  subject  came  to  Lansing  it  was  a  mere 
village,  not  being  organized  as  a  city  until  1858. 
After  its  incorporation  as  a  city  Mr.  Wise  held  a 
number  of  minor  offices.  He  was  for  three  terms 
elected  as  Alderman  for  the  Fifth  Ward,  each  term 
being  for  two  years.  Wlien  the  water  works  were 
erected  in  1885  our  subject  was  elected  President 
and  maintained  this  position,  being  also  General 
Superintendent  of  Construction  for  three  years.  A 
Stan  dpi  pe  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  height 
was  built.  He  also  su|)erintended  the  putting  in 
of  the  mains  on  the  principal  streets,  which  en- 
tailed an  expenditure  of  a  large  amount  of  money. 

Socially  Mr.  Wise  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  in  Lodge  No.  33,  of  Lansing.  He  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Whitefield  of  Kent,  PIngland,  their 
wedding  being  c»elebrated  May  13,  1849.  Two 
children,  who  are  still  living,  are  the  fruit  of  this 
marriage.  They  ai*e  Samuel  Lord,  who  is  an  artist 
in  this  city,  and  William  W.,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  sash,  dooi^s  and  blinds  in  Chicago, 
111.  Mi*.  Wise  is  an  ardent  Prohibitionist,  its  prin- 
ciples having  been  his  for  many  years.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizei-s  of  that  party  in  this  State  and 
never  fails  to  use  his  influence  in  this  direction. 
The  honor  has  l>een  paid  our  subject  of  a  nomina- 
tion to  the  Mayoralty  of  the  city.  He  has,  how- 
ever, declined  to  serve  in  this  capacity,  his  private 
affairs  consuming  all  his  time.     lie  has,    however, 
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Mi'ted  ii|K>ii  the  IVoard  of  Health  and  in  this  cii- 
imi'ilv  has  done  eftieient  work.  Mr.  Wi?e  is  a  man 
of  tine  literary  ta.«stes  and  is  llie  owner  of  a  lar>fe 
and  well-selected  lihrarv  thai  eonipriM»s  the  works 
of  the  standard  English  and  American  writers. 
His  )»eautifnl  home  is  l<K»atcd  on  Townsend  Street, 
op|)Osite  (Vnti*al  Park,  one  of  the  tinest  l<K*jitions 
in  the  city  and  the  house  in  itntilf  is  |)t»rfcH*t  in  all 
its  ap|K>intnient*4  and  furnishing. 

The  I'nion  Building  ^V  l^)an  A>s<Kiation  of 
which  our  subjivt  is  President  wa>  organized  June 
1,  188«,  with  a  cjipital  stm*k  of  >h1,(HH),(HM).  Our 
subject  as  (me  ot  it**  most  active  organ izei>  wa> 
electtjd  it»<  t1i*st  Presjiident,  the  other  otlicers  InMug 
Nelsim  Hi*adlev  who  is  Ti-easui*er  and    Mr.    H.    A. 

ft 

Clark,  who  held  the  |)osition  of  Secretary  for  two 
years.     He  was  followed  hv    Mr.  E.  1.  Foster  who 

ft  ft 

held  the  position  for  one  year.  The  presi»nt  in- 
cumlientof  the  i>osition  is  H.  1).  Hartholoniew.  who 
h:u*  lK*en  Secretary  for  two  veai-s.  Their  place  of 
business  is  l<K*at4*d  on  Micliiii:an  Avenue  and  tliev 
have  a  most  satisfactory  and  pn)s]KMou>  1<k*m1 
business. 
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ERT  M.  (rOl'Ll).  The  -moulder-  of  pub- 
lic opinion"  in  Michigan  are  a  das.-*  of  u»eu 
of  >\honi  the  Suite  may  well  feel  proud.  a> 
they  have  shown  themselves  citizens  of  value 
and  helpei's  in  every  plan  for  promoting  the  prog- 
ress and  welfare  of  the  State.  Even  the  vounj^rer 
memlK'i*s  of  the  newspaper  fraternity  in  the  Wol- 
verine State  while  they  have  not  ha<l  the  experience 
and  perhaps  do  not  possess  the  sagacity  of  their 
older  ))rothers.  do  evince  a  spirit  of  enterprise  and 
a  hearty  good  will  which  is  a  positive  factor  in  the 
development  <»f  our  resource>  and  a  stimulus  to 
progress. 

The  editor  of  the  Leslie  Locfil  wa>  Ikuh  in  Tonip- 
kins  Township.  .lackson  County,  Mich..  Octolwr 
20.  1835.  IhV  worthy  parent>.  (ieori^e  and  Uoann 
(Bannister)  (iould.  were  natives  of  New  York  who 
came  to  Michiyfan    in    early    days,     (ieori^e   (rould 


was  only  ten  yeai-s  obi  when  he  arrived  lion»  in  lH.1ii. 
and  the  young  girl  who  was  destined  to  lie<*oni(' 
his  wife  \\i\>  brought  ther4»  by  her  |mrents  in  IHS7. 
In  Tompkin>  Township  they  gi*ew  to  maturity, met, 
loved  an<i  wedded  and  there  thev  still  live,  lieiu^ 
in  c<»mfortable  circumstances,  thev  have  farmed  nil 
their  live>,U*ginning  with  nothingand  gainingtbeir 
excellent  farm  by  their  own  elfort^.  Our  subject V 
father  was  attache<l  to  the  Kepublii*an  |>arty  until 
JVter  Coo|K'r  originated  the  (ireenliack  jmrty,  Miur 
whi<'h  time  he  has  Imhmi  a  (ireenliHcker  an<l  a  lalntr 
jnan.  For  several  terms  he  ha>  served  his  fellow 
citizens  a>  Ju>ticc  of  the  Pea<*e  and  he  is  a  promi- 
nent memlHM*  of  the  Masonic  order,  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows and  the  (iningei*s.  Thi-et»  children  i'<in.'<tltu- 
ted  his  household:  Edgar.  Bert  and  Com  M. 

r|>on  his  father's  farm,  young  (iould  gi^ew  t«> 
manhood  taking  his  scluMiling  in  the  district  si^laxii 
of  Ton»pkins  Township,  .lack.*<on  County,  cominjr 
t<»  Lolie.  Ingham  County  to  take  hi>  High  Seliu*»l 
course.      In   IHH.'i.  he  entered  the  ottice  of  the  l^eslie 
LtHiil  and  there  he  learned  the  printer's  trade,  pn*- 
pariug  himself  practically  and    thoi*oughly   for  thf 
work  which  he  now  ha>  in   hand.     For  alH>ut  two 
yeai>  he  read  law  in  the  olHce  of  F.  C.  Woodworth 
but    U'fore  beinir  a<lmitted    to  the  liar  an  oiHMiinjf 
pre>ente<l    itself    tor    him   t^>   l>econu*    thepn)prif- 
tor  of  the  AofYi/  and  he  at  once  .seized   this  opi>nr- 
t units   which  wa**  directly  in  the  line  of  his  inclin- 
Mlinn>  .nid  became  the  proj»riet4>r  and  editor  of  this 
paper.     lli>  first  c<mnecti<m     with  the  ZffKdl  in  this 
way  w.M>  in  the  fall  of  188()as  he  entered  into  i>arl- 
neiship  with  Mr.  \V<H)dworth   but  he  sulK'^Hpiently 
purchased  the  entire  pajn'r. 

Mr.  (ioubl  is  independent  in  politics  and  his 
paper  is  of  the  same  stripe.  He  has  w«>rked  up  a 
good  circulation  and  has  brought  himself  unaided 
to  tin*  excellent  position  which  he  now  holds.  Be- 
sides this  newspaper  business  he  finds  tinu*  to  attend 
to  the  duties  of  hisotlici'  as  Village  Cleik.  lie  has 
reached  the  third  degree  in  the  Free  and  Aivejited 
Ma>on>  and  l)elonir>  to  the  lnde]K*ndent  Order  of 
0(bl  Fellow>. 

A  happy  home  life  opened  lH»fore  our  subjtvt. 
when  he  was  unit<'d  in  marriage  DectMuher  1),  188H. 
with  Miss  Nellie  Austin,  of  Lesli(\  a  native  of  Les- 
lie Township,  and  a  daughter  of  Thonms  Austin. 
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and  hii!i  happiuc8»  liai$  been  clouded  only  by  the 
death  of  their  one  child,  little  Jay,  wlio  was  lx>rn 
October  15,  1887,  and  died  July  12,  1890.  Mr. 
Gould  gives  promise  of  becoming  one  of  the  most 
useful  citizens  not  only  of  Leslie  but  also  of  Ing- 
ham County. 


r 
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A  ICHAEL  J.  ML'RRAY.  He  of  whom  we 
write  is  Mayor  of  the  beautiful  city  of 
Mason,  the  county  seat  of  Ingham  County, 
this  State.  He  is  also  station  agent  on  the 
Michigan  Central  road.  He  has  been  elected  to  his 
present  high  position  in  the  municipality,  not  be- 
cause of  monied  influence,  but  because  of  fitness  for 
the  place  that  he  occupies.  It  is  fitting  that  the 
town  should  place  in  its  highest  offices  those  who 
by  birth  have  the  interests  of  the  locality  most  at 
heart,  and  as  our  subject  is  a  native  of  this  State, 
he  naturally  takes  a  pride  in  its  welfare  that  an 
alien  would  not  readily  feel.  He  was  born  at  Bat- 
tle Creek,  Mich.,  April  18,  1847,  and  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Anna  (McGraw)  Murray,  natives  of  Ire- 
land, who  came  to  this  State  and  settled  in  Ann 
Arbor  where  they  were  married.  The  mother  came 
hither  to  Ann  Arbor  on  the  fii'St  railroad  train 
tliat  ever  ran  into  the  city. 

Mr.  Muri-ay 's  boyhood  days  were  spent  on  a  farm 
in  Livingston  County  which  his  parents  had  pur- 
chased upon  coming  into  this  State.  He  received 
a  good  common-school  education,  educational  ad- 
vantages being  a  feature  to  which  the  young 
State  early  devoted  herself  to  perfecting  as  fully 
as  possible.  He  remained  at  home  until  twent}'- 
three  years  of  age  and  then  began  to  do  for  himself. 
Having  in  his  young  manhood  suffered  intensely 
from  rheumatism,  he  was  induced  to  abandon  farm- 
ing and  went  to  Toronto,  Canada,  at  which  place  he 
attended  a  school  of  telegraphy,  aft(»r  which,  being 
an  expert  operator,  he  went  into  an  office  in  How- 
ell, Livingston  County,  Mich.,  where  he  finished 
his  practical  course,  and  l>eea me  a  night  operator, 
holding  this  position  for  about  one  year. 

On  removing  to  Metamora,  l^peer  County,  Mich. 


our  subject  became  station  agent,  in  which  place 
he  remained  for  three  years  in  the  employ  of  the 
Michigan  Central  railroad.  He  then  removed  to 
Col  well,  where  he  remained  for  one  year,  then 
again  moved  to  North  Lansing,  being  at  that  place 
chief  clerk  for  the  Michigan  Central  for  a  period 
of  three  yeai-s.  While  there  he  was  married  to 
'Miss  Anna  L.  Merriam,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Sara 
Merriam.  She  was  bom  in  Green  Ba}',  Gree^  Bay 
County,  Wis.,  September  16, 1849.  Their  marriage 
took  place  October  23,  1875.  Three  years  later, 
Mr.  Murray  moved  to  Mason,  where  he  has  ever 
since  had  the  position  of  station  agent. 

Our  subject  has  a  fine  residence  property  at  the 
corner  of  Oak  and  B.  Street,  worth  $2500.  The 
home  is  comfortable  and  attractive  and  is  charm- 
ingly located  and  surrounded  by  a  beautiful  lawn 
and  fine  shade  trees.  Mr.  Murray  is  a  Democrat  in 
his  political  faith  and  following,  but  has  never  in- 
terested himself  in  politics.  The  post  that  he  now 
holds  was  unsought  and  unsolicited,  his  party  mak- 
ing him  a  candidate  for  the  Mayorality,  and  he  has 
filled  the  position  to  the  best  of  his  ability  since  that 
time,  having  been  re-elected  for  the  third  time,  and 
receiving  the  compliment  and  honor  the  last  time 
of  a  greater  majority  than  at  either  prcceeding 
elections.  Mr.  Murray  has  ever  been  ready  out  of 
his  means  and  substance  to  help  those  in  trouble 
or  need,  making  the  gift  a  gracious  one  by  the  kind 
and  sympathetic  words  that  accompanied  it.  He 
has  never  been  able  to  lay  by  any  amount  of  this 
world's  goods  because  of  the  fact  that  he  has  always 
found  some  one  who  needed  what  was  not  neces- 
sary to  himself. 
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^,EV.  CHARLES   H.  BEALE,  pastor   of  the 
Plymouth  Congregational  Church  of  Lan- 


^\  sing,  Ingham  County,  is  a  man  of  high 
attainment*.  Of  a  finely  and  delicately 
balanced  nature,  spiritually  and  morally,  he  has 
always  taken  the  highest  stand.  A  man  of  fine 
education  and  good  address,  he  is  fitted  as  an  ora- 
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tor  to  |HMf(*i*t  the  ^ood  work  tlial  hw  example  as  a 
Clii'i.Htiaii  set5*  l)efore  his  people.  Ik*si(ies  ens^a^iii^ 
ill  pa*<it(»i'al  work  lie  is  Se<Tetarv  of  the  Beaeoii  Pul>- 
lishin^  Company,  is  e<Ut^>r  of  the  |>a)^KM'  eiititUMl 
Tht"  Befittni.  whieh  is  a  journal  dev<»U»d  to  tlie 
interests  and  <i:rowlli  of  the  Con^re&ratitmal  ehurelie> 
in  the  State  of  Miehigan. 

Our  subject  was  horn  in  l*at<'ho^ue,  L.  I.,  N.  Y.. 
AuKUj*t  20,  18r)4.*  His  father  was  IVof.  David  B. 
Ik^ale,  als<»  a  native  of  the  same  plaee  with  our  sulv 
jeet,  as  was  his  wife.  The  Beales  eame  from  Knir- 
land  alK>ut  17(K>.  Our  subject's  paternnl  yrand- 
fathor,  AVilliam  Beale,  was  a  farmer  in  Lonif  Island 
and  there  died  in  1855.  Prof.  Beale,  our  subject '> 
father,  was  a  t^-acher  and  was  the  iri'^ater  portion 
of  his  life  employed  in  educational  wi»rk.  lie  wa> 
Sui)erintcndent  of  a  numl>er  of  scIkkjIs.  Imt  his 
distinction  as  an  educator  was  attained  at  the  pri- 
vat4*  academv  of  which  he  wa>  Pre^idenl  at  North- 
jiort,  1^.  I.  It  was  <»alled  Hillside  StMuinary.  When 
a  young  man  in  the  early  part  of  IH(>2  he  enlisted 
as  a  Sergeant  in  Company  I.  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Thirtv-ninth  New  York  Infantry  and  was  in 
the  campaign  of  the  .lames  Hiver.  when  his  health 
failed.  He  rectMved  his  dis^-harge  whih*  yet  in 
hospital  afti»r  two  years*  service  and  on  returning 
t*>  his  home  continued  conducting  Ins  prival** 
school.  The  last  four  years  of  his  life  he  had  t(> 
retire  from  active  dutv  and  nia<le  his  In  mm*'  willi 
our  subject.  He  died  July  I.  187().  at  a  picnic 
inunediately  after  his  son  had  delivered  an  a<ldress, 
having  strained  himself  in  getting  into  a  wagon 
t<»  return  home.      Kor  manv  years  he  was  an  active 
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memlKM"  of  the  Congregational  Clnu'ch  and  t)tllc- 
iated  as   a   lay   preacher. 

Our  subject's  mother  wa>.  previous  lo  her  mar- 
riage. Miss  Kstlier  Hall<K*k  and  born  in  Smith- 
town.  L.  I.  She  was  a  dauifhter  of  Thomas  Hal- 
l<K'k.  a  native  of  the  same  hK*alily  and  was  do- 
cended  fr(»m  Peter  Hall<Kk.  said  to  be  the  tirsl 
white  settler  from  Connecticut  on  L<»ng  lslan<l. 
Thev  trace  their  ancestry  to  the  founder>  of  the 
New  Haven  Colony  and  back  to  Kuirland.     Thomas 

•  * 

IIall(K'k  was  a  farmer  and  a  well-informed  and  able 
num.  Mrs.  Beale  resides  with  her  sons.  Our  sub- 
ject's father  had  been  married  previous  to  his 
union    with    the   present    Mi>.   Beale  and    by    that 


nnirriage  he  was  the  father  of  six  cliildrtMi.  Tbf 
MH'oiid  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  chil- 
<lren.  <»ur  subje<*t  l»eing  the  sei*on<l  one  of  the*. 
Two  of  the  brothers  of  the  family  servwl  thn»u<;li 
the  Civil  War,  <»ne  having  lieen  made  a  l/ieutenaut. 
another  enlisting  at  sixteen  and  .'serving  thmujjli- 
out  the  war. 

The  (original  of  this  sketch  ivceived  the  givatrr 
part  of  his  education  under  his  father,  gniduatin*: 
at  the  Hillside  Academv  when  eiafhtc^cn  years  of 
age.  He  then  as>isted  his  father  in  the  charge  t>f 
the  sehool  by  lK'<'oming  one  of  the  teachers  .nnd 
afterward  was  calle<l  to  the  )H)sitioii  of  Prinei|«l 
of  the  Bay  port  scIhmjI,  wheiv  he  remained  for  two 
years.  While  there  he  was  licensed  to  preach  in 
the  Methodist  Hpis<.*opal  CIiiirc*h,  having  joinwl 
that  body  in  IH7(>  as  a  prolmtioner  and  in  IHwi 
uniting  with  that  body  in  full  memliership.  In 
1H7.'»  he  became  pastor  at  (iofjd  (iround.  I^  L.ainl 
reinaiiuMl  there  for  two  veal's.     He  was  the  incum- 

• 

U'lit  of  hi>  next  eharge  for  tliree  yeai*s  and  then 
went  to  Koekville  Center  wlieiv  he  remained  for 
one  year.  Tin*  next  year  he  was  pastor  of  tlu* 
Carroll    Park  Chunh  in  Brooklyn   and  in  1882  he 

ft 

withdrew   from    the   .Methodist    Kpisco|>al    Chnrc'li 
ami  came    t<»    Michigan   when*  he  joined  the  Cou- 
iiiegational  Association.     He  organized  the  chun*h 
at  (  adillac.  Mich.,  ami  erect<»d  an  edifice  thei*e.  In 
till'  spring  of  lH«t).  he  became  pastor  of    the  Ph- 
nioiitli   Cliui'ch.  Laiisiny;.      In  1888  he  was  one  of 
the  number  to  organize  the  lieacon  Publishing  Com- 
pany which  had  originally  l>een    published   in  IK'- 
troit.     Kemoving  the  business  to   I^nsing   it    ha> 
since  iH'cn  carried  on  in  this  city.     He  istheS<»cre- 
tarv  of  the  c<»inpany  and  editor  of  the ororjin  which 
has  changed   its   form   frimi    a  folio    to  a    (piarto 
journal,      it  is  a  weekly  j)aper  which  enjoys  a  good 
circulation,  having   increased  from  two   tlnuisand 
to    thirty-live   hundred    since   he  has  had   charge. 
Mr.  Beale  is   a  member  of   the   Kxecutive   Com- 
mittci'  on  home  mis<ion>  of  the  State  of  Michigan, 
being  Seci-etarv  of  this  committee.      In  fact  every 
good  work  that  promiM»<  to  help  humanity  apiteals 
to  his  large   and  generous   heart.     The    Rev.    Mr. 
Beale *s  first    marriage    took    placi*    at    lUiwayton. 
Conn..  June  11.  1880.  at  which  time  he  was  united 
to  Miss   Mary   E.  Smith.     She  died    in    H<x*kville 
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C'enter,  lenving  to  lier  l)ei'eaved  liiisl)aiid  one  child, 
a  8on,  Arthur  S.  His  second  marriajfe  was  made 
with  Miss  Luc>'  M.  Reeve,  who  is  a  native  of  Lon<r 
Ishind  and  a  dauafhter  of  tlie  Rev.  B.  F.  Reeve,  :i 
minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Tlie 
marriage  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  was  solemn- 
ized at  Sag  Harbor,  L.  1.,  in  1887.  Mr.  Beale  is 
independent  in  |>olitics,  I^elieving  it  not  only  right 
hut  iK>litic  to  vote  for  the  man  best  fitted  to  fill 
the  office  in  question  mther  than  a  man  who  is 
the  tool  of  unscrupulous  politicians. 

Sinc«  coming  to  lousing  our  subject  has  had  a 
call  from  the  Congregational  Church  at  Madison, 
Wift.,  but  prefers  to  remain  hei*e,  feeling  that  he 
has  work  of  the  highest  imi)ortance  at  Michigan's 
capital  city. 
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[  AMKS  TOBIAS.  Happy  is  the  man  who  has 
lived  a  long  life  that  has  l)een  characterized 
by  uprightness  of  purjiose,  integrity  of 
principle  and  whose  high  mental  and  moral 
standing  is  gratefully  recognized  by  his  fellow- 
men.  Such  a  man  is  .lames  Tobias  and  the  pub- 
lishers of  this  Ai.itr.M  would  fail  of  their  purpose 
of  rec*ording  lives  that  have  been  us4*ful  and 
worthv  of  note  were  thev  to  omit  mention  of  his 
successful  career.  Ingham  County  proudly  claims 
him  Jis  one 'of  her  l>est  and  most  enteiprisin<»  citi- 
zens, and  he  is  the  fortunate  owner  of  two  hundred 
acres  on  si^ction  26,  Lansing  Township.  By  a  proper 
rotiition  of  crop^  the  land  has  U^en  brought  to  a 
high  degree  of  cultivation,  while  various  buildings 
have  l»een  erected  such  as  best  sulv^erve  the  i)ur- 
poees  of  agriculture. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Tobias  wcre.Iulius  and  Laura 
Tobias,  natives  of  the  State  ui  Ohio.  Their  stm 
.lames  was  born  in  Medina  Countv.  that  St«te,  Oc- 
timber  25,  1882,  and  at  the  early  age  of  three  years 
he  was  orphaned  by  the  death  of  his  mother. 
He  was  then  given  to  the  care  of  .Mi's.  Simon 
Van  Osdall,  who  was  alwav>  flevoted  and  kind  to 
him.  He  attended  school,  acquiring  a  common - 
>chool  education  and  during  tln»  intervals  of  st\idy 


assisted  his  foster  father  on  the  farm.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
tmde  of  a  blacksmith  and  after  the  t«rm  of  his  ap- 
prenticeship had  expired  he  followed  his  trade 
until  1860. 

On  December  6,  1855,  Mr.  Tobias  and  Miss  .lane 
Buchanan  were  united  in  marriage:  the  bride  was 
a  daughter  of  .John  Buchanan,  of  Ashland  County, 
Ohio.  She  died  in  1872  leaving  three  children, 
who  are  still  living:  .John  .1.  married  Mattie  Foster 
and  resides  in  Williaraston,  Mich.:  Rachel  Adella 
l)ecame  the  wife  of  AdeH>ert  Moore  and  also  makes 
her  home  in  Williamston :  Ida  M.  is  single  and  is 
a  teacher  by  profession,  although  at  present  she  is 
an  art  student.  Aftt*r  ix>maining  a  widower  until 
188(1  Mr.  Tobias  was  happily  wedded  on  .lime  28 
to  his  present  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Ksther 
.1.  Mead.  She  was  the  widow  of  Austin  Barker.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  York,  This 
ejjitimable  lady  presides  with  dignity  over  the  ele- 
gant home  of  her  husband  and  by  her  gracious 
ways  wins  friends  of  all  who  meet  her. 

The  career  of  Mr.  Tobias  is  <*ertainlv  worthy  of 
emulation.  Jis  he  started  in  life  without  a  dollar  and 
by  iK?rsistent  industry  has  attained  to  a  comforla- 
blec(mii)etency.  His  farm  l)eing<mly  one  and  one- 
half  miles  from  the  city  limits  of  Lansinij:  is  very 
valuable  property,  furnishing  at  the  same  time  all 
the  advanUiges  of  city  life  and  the  comforts  of  a 
rural  abode.  In  political  matters  he  adheres  to  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic  party  and  ranks  high 
in  the  councils  of  his  party.  Socially  he  l>elongs 
to  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  1/odge  No.  88,  F.  iV 
A.  M..  of  l^ansniif. 


^(®  ORTLANDB.STEBBINS.  Prominent  among 
,  the  manufacturing  men  of   Lansing  is  the 

)^f'  gentleman  whose  name  we  have  just  given. 
He  is  Vice-PrcMdent  of  the  Lansing  Wheelbarrow 
Works,  and  an  old  and  h<»nored  resident  of  this  city, 
to  which  he  came  in  1857.  He  was  born  in  Will- 
ianistown.  Orange  County,  Vt.,  Fcbrnnry  17.  1812, 
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and  is  the  son  of  Bliss  Stebbins,  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts who  went  to  Vermont  when  young,  and 
married  Miss  lietsey  Cole,  of  Clermont,  N.  Y.  lie 
was  by  <KX?upation  during  tlie  latter  ye.ai*s  of  his 
life,  what  was  then  known  as  a  clothier — that  is,  he 
made  a  business  of  dressing  cloth  that  had  l)een 
woven  b}'  farmei*s.  His  death  t-ook  place  in  1H2(). 
and  he  left  a  family  of  five  children.  The  only  one 
now  living  besides  our  su!)ject  is  Francis  R.,  wh<» 
is  a  leading  dealer  in  cari>et*<  and  general  liouse 
furnishing  goods  at  Adrian,  Mich.  A  good  educa- 
tion was  given  t<.>  his  children  by  tliis  faithful 
father  and  every  opi)ortunity  that  lay  in  liis  |K)wcr 
given  them  to  be<.»ome  proficient  in  the  l>est  branches 
of  learning. 

When  fourteen  yeai*s  of  age  our  subject  wa>  as 
competent  to  teach,  except  for  government,  as  any 
teacher  in  that  part  of  the  country,  but  after  tliis 
he  took  a  few  terms  at  an  academy,  lie  fore  he  was 
twenty-one  he  l)egan  writing  for  papers,  luinging 
out  both  prose  and  poetry,  but  not  bciuii  able  to 
complete  his  education,  he  apprenticed  himself  to 
a  cabinet-maker  and  became  an  accomplished 
workman  in  four  years. 

The  year  after  reaching  his  majority  Mr.  Steb- 
bins received  an  olUce  under  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Legislature  which  he  held  for  four  years 
under  succeeding  administrations.  It  was  a  pecu- 
liar way  in  which  he  came  into  this  ottice.  as  he  had 
not  planned  to  make  an  effort  in  that  direction, 
but  a  report  got  abroad  the  day  before  Legislature 
met  that  he  wa*  a  candidate  for  the  otHce  of  mes- 
senger to  the  Governor  and  Council,  upon  the  anti- 
Masonic  ticket.  He  was  much  surprised,  but  upf)n 
due  consideration  concluded  he  might  as  well  run 
fo  the  ottice,  f(»r  if  he  did  not  he  would  get  the 
credit  of  Ix'ing  defeated,  and  so  he  made  a  short 
but  gallant  run  for  the  place  and  received  it.  Mr. 
L.  H.  Vilas,  father  of  Secretary  \'ilas  of  Wi>consin, 
was  at  that  time  Secretary  to  the  (Tovernor  and  he 

« 

and  the  Governor  both  gave  their  intluence  for 
the  young  man.  After  holding  this  position  for 
four  years  he  decided  to  !>;<)  West,  and  Jis  West  in 
those  days  was  not  as  near  the  Pacific  as  it  is  now 
he  settled  at  Buffalo,  X.  Y.  in  the  fall  of  1830,  and 
for  several  m<»nths  studied  law  there. 

In  1837    Mr.   SteblKJUS  was  united    in  marriage 


with  Susan  K.  Burley  of  Salem,  Ma$8.,  and  .«oon 
after  marriage  they  came  to  Michigan  and  made 
their  home  in  Adrian,  where  Mr.  Stebbins  went  into 
the  furniture  business,  in  which  for  several  years 
he  was  assfK*iated  with  his  brother.  In  1844  he 
lK»gan  editing  the  Michigan  Expositor ^  a  Whig 
paper  which  he  carried  on  for  four  years  and  part 
of  that  time  conducted  a  weekly  t-emi)eranee  paper. 
Previous  to  the  election  of  Taylor  and  Fillmore  he 
was  the  first  man  in  the  United  States  to  place  the 
name  of  Fillmore  at  the  head  of  his  columns  as  can- 
didate for  the  Presidency.  During  that  adminis- 
tration, and  after  Fillmore  came  into  power  through 
the  death  of  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Stebbins  became 
Special  Agent  of  the  Postoffiee  Dei>artment  by 
appointment  under  Fillmore  and  in  order  to  attend 
to  the  duties  <»f  that  [K)sition  he  sold  out  the  fur- 
niture business  to  his  brother  and  served  in  the 
Postoffiee  Department  until  the  close  of  Fillmore'? 
administration. 

After  he  had  cl(»sed  his  official  duties,  his  wife, 
who  had  been  his  companion  for  man}'  years,  died 
in  lHr)4.  and  by  his  next  marriage  he  was  united 
with  Miss  FJiza  Smith  of  Adrian.     In  the  year  of 
IS;")?  he  removed  to  Lansing  to  edit  the  Lansing 
Rf»puhlicnn,  and  .Tuly  1,  18r)8,  he  entered  the  office 
of  Public  Instruction,  being  the  Deputy  Superin- 
tendent of  Public  Instruction,  which  position  he 
held  for  twenty  yeai*s  under  five  different  superin- 
tendent.--.    After  leaving  that  office  he  retired  from 
active  life  and  content<»d  himself  with  the  general 
oversight  of  business. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  was  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  company  which  organized  the 
Wheelbarrow  Works,  being  .an  original  stcK'k- 
holder  and  l)ircct<»r  and  the  Vice-President  from 
its  inception,  his  son  being  also  Superintendent  for 
several  years.  This  business  has  been  excellently 
managed  and  has  been  subject  to  steady  firrowth 
until  it  now  ranks  among  the  largest  institutions 
of  the  kind  in  the  country.  He  is  also  a  stock- 
holder in  the  Lansing  National  Bank,  as  well  as  in 
the  gas  works.  In  IHO.")  he  purchased  the  property 
at  No.  2 U),  Capitol  Avenue,  N.,  and  has  remodeled 
and  relmilt  this  residence  until  he  now  hjis  a  beau- 
tiful and  commodious  home  which  is  an  ornament 
to  that  part  of  thccit; ,     His  wife  died  in  the  win- 
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ter  of  1888,  leaving  three  children.  They  wen* 
named,  Arthur  C.,  who  is  Su])eriiiteudent  of  the 
Wheelbarrow  Works;  Susan  E.  and  liliss,  who  is 
now  traveling  for  the  company  and  isal)Out  twenty- 
five  years  of  age.  During  the  activity  of  the 
Mechanics  Mutual  Protecrtion  Society  he  was  a 
memlter  of  that  Inxiv  and  ever  since  his  earlv  voutli 
he  has  Iwen  identified  with  the  Congregational 
Church.  He  has  always  l)een  a  strong  advcK'ate  of 
temi)erance  measures  and  is  willing  at  any  lime  to 
aid  in  promoting  measures  which  look  to  the  moral 
and  business  upbuilding  of  Tensing. 


:^i^g3('^|^<!^Si 


LHKJrr  liHOWN.  Among  the  farmei-s  of 
[i  White  Oak  Township,  we  are  pleased  to 
mention  the  gentleman  wlu>se  name  we 
have  just  given,  who  is  a  native  of  Ing- 
ham Township,  Ini^ham  Countv,  where  he  was  l)orn 
in  1814.  He  is  of  Knglisli  parentage,  his  father, 
»l.  AV.  Brown,  having  Ikhmi  born  SeptemlH»r  11),  1811, 
in  (ireat  Britain,  wlieiice  he  removed  to  New  York 
and  afterward  to  Michigan,  making  his  home  in 
Oakland  Countv.     In    the   familv   there  were  six 

•  ■ 

children, equally  divided  U^tween  s(ms  and  daugli- 
t<M*s.  His  wife,  Jane  Buriifess,  was  American  bv 
birth.  New  York  being  her  native  State  and  she 
wa*<  there  born  February  27,  1818.  Her  marriage 
with  Mr.  Brown  took  place  .Ian uary  12.  18;J7. 

To  these  parent**  were  born  two  daughtei-s  and 
three  s<ms,  namely:  Klizabeth.  who  was  born  .lanu- 
arv  22,  1888,  and  married  C.  \\  Osborn  and  is  the 
mother  of  f<mr  children.  Sanniel  K.  was  born 
( )ct4)lH?r  9,  188J),  and  married  Addie  IIibl>s,  who 
lias  <m€  child  and  resides  in  the  State  of  Washing- 
ton; Kmilv  J.«  wju*  born  March  2r».  1842.  and  also 
lives  in  NVashington,  and  our  >ubject,  who  was  the 
fourth  in  order  of  age  and  was  born  March  22, 1844, 
while  the  youngest  brother.  .Joseph  K.,  whoM'  birth 
<K!Curred  August  24,  18.50.  is  estal>lished  in  a  home 
of  his  own  with  a  wife  whost*  mniden  name  was 
Minnie  I*utnam. 

Mr.  Hrown  was  born  Mnn-h  22,  1844.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  S.  .1.  Lowe,  and   to  them  was  born   upon 


the  11th  of  May,  1868,  a  son,  Edward  ,1.  Brown. 
Our  subject  is  a  man  who  is  univei'sally  re- 
s|jected  as  an  honorable  fanner  and  business  man. 
He  and  his  family  belong  to  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  and  Ave  active  in  service  in  its  liehalf, 
l)eing  ever  ready  to  lend  a  hand  to  building  up  its 
interests. 

,],  Brown,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
l)orn  in  England,  Noveml>er  2,  1787,  and  was  uni- 
ted in  marriage  Octol)er  10,  1809,  with  Ann  Ward, 
who  was  l)orn  Octolier  8,  1779.  This  progenitor 
came  to  America  in  1827,  and  made  his  home  in 
the  West,  dying  in  Ingham  Township,  in  1841. 
His  wife  died  in  Walled  I^ke,  Oakland  County,  ex- 
piring November  20,  1850,  having  outlived  her 
husband  some  nine  years,  and  Iteing  then  j>ast  her 
three-sc^ore  years  and  ten.  Our  subject  is  doing  a 
general  farming  busines**,  and  has  tine  stock.  He 
built  his  new  home  in  1880  and  his  excellent  l>ani 
eight  yeai-s  later.  He  devotes  himself  entirely  to 
the  i>ursuit  of  his  business  and  has  steadfastly  de- 
clined to  hold  any  of  the  countv  or  township 
offices.  He  l)elongs  to  the  order  of  the  Patrons  of 
Industry  and  in  his  political  views  is  strongly  Re- 
publican, as  he  claims  that  the  party  which  sup- 
l)orU»d  the  administratiim  through  the  awful  days 
of  the  Civil  War  should  now  rec*eive  the  supjHjrt 
of  loval  men. 


*--/-7 


.-...^e^ll^^ 
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S.  BATES,  ex-(hief  of  Police  and  Mai-shal 
of  lousing  and  ex- Deputy  Sheriff  of  Ing- 
ham Cininty,  was  born  in  Manlius,  Onon- 
daga County,  N.  Y.,  March  14,  1848.  His  father. 
Eli  T.,  was  also  a  native  of  New  York,  and  his 
grandfather,  Daniel  I).,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  at 
one  time  in  his  life  lived  in  (Georgia,  where  he 
owned  slaves,  but  as  this  was  contrary  to  his  love 
of  freedom,  he  lil)erated  them.  He  went  to  Onon- 
daga County  in  1808,  where  he  worked  at  his  ti-ade 
as  a  wagonmaker.  In  .January,  1865.  he  came  to 
^lichigan  and  l(K*ated  in  Stockbridge.  Ingham 
(  (»unty.  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  until  about 
the  time  of  his  death  in  1883.     Dunng   the   (^ivil 
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War  he  enlisted  in  1861  in  the  Sixty-first  New 
York  Regiment  as  a  nurse,  and  served  for  two 
years  in  the  hospital,  after  which  he  was  discharged 
on  account  of  physical  disability. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  New 
York  and  became  a  painter  by  trade,  and  l)eing 
musical  in  his  tastes  and  education,  also  taught 
music,  lK)th  vocal  and  instrumental.  In  1861  he 
enlisted  with  his  father  in  the  Sixty-first  Regiment 
New  York  Tnfantrv,  and  served  for  three  veai-s, 
after  which  he  re-enlisted  in  the  Twentv-second 
New  York  Veteran  Corps  as  Sergeant.  At  the 
l)attle  of  the  Wilderness  he  was  captured  and  sent 
to  Anderson ville  Prison,  where  he  spent  eight 
months  and  three  days.  lie  was  then  paroled,  but 
his  health  had  been  so  broken  down  by  the  hard- 
ships  and  agonies  of  that  |)eriod  of  imprisonment 
that  he  died  nine  days  after  reaching  home,  pass- 
ing away  January  1, 18G5.  The  biographer  pauses 
in  his  narrative  to  lay  a  tribute  <»f  grateful  appre- 
ciaticm  upon  the  graves  of  such  as  he,  who  in 
thcKse  terrible  Southern  prisons  sacrificed  so  much 
in  loyalty  to  the  old  flag. 

•  '  ft-  rs* 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  Laura  Heliner 
in  her  maidenhood,  and  was  born  near  Ken  da  11- 
ville.  Noble  County,  Ind.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Peter  Helmcr,  a  farmer,  who  died  in  Indiana.  She 
still  resides  in  Stockbridge,  Ingham  Co\inty,  whore 
she  is  an  active  and  earnest  member  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  to  which  her  husband  was  also  at- 
tached. Of  their  four  children  throe  wore 
daughters  and  one  a  s<m,  and  of  them  three  are 
now  living,  our  subject  being  the  oldest  of  the 
family.  When  only  thirteen  yeai-s  old,  this  boy 
had  to  take  care  of  the  family  because  his  father 
and  grandfather  had  gone  to  the  war,  and  he  en- 
gaged as  clerk  in  a  grcK'ery  store  at  ]Manlius  until 
he  enlisted  in  November.  1861,  althouirh  not  yet 
sixteen  yeai*s  old,  in  Com})any  F.  Second  Now 
York  ('avalry,  going  from  KcK'hester  under  the 
command  of  Oen.  Custer. 

The  regiment  to  which  young  Bates  belonged 
spent  the  fii-st  sojison  in  the  Shenandoah  A'alley. 
Thev  went  ui)  and  down  that  valley  until  the 
po<»r  boy  froze  his  feet,  and  was  afterward  taken 
down  with  ty])hoid  fever  and  sent  to  Park  llos])i- 
tal  at  Baltimore.     In  the  meanwhile  he  had  taken 


part  in  numerous  skirmishes  and  saw  the  smoke  of 
liattle  at  New  Market,  Rudd's  Hill,  Fisher's  HiU 
and  Manche.ster.  lie  was  mustered  out  of  the 
service  in  July,  1865,  and  came  home.  It  was  not 
long  l>efore  he  decided  to  come  West  and  brou^t 
with  him  the  family,  locating  at  Stockbridge, 
where  he  engaged  with  his  grandfather  in  wagon- 
making.     He  continued  there  until  1872. 

rpon  coming  to   I^nsing,  the  young  man  en- 
tered the  employ   of  W.  S.  Holmes,  and  for  quite 
a    while    tniveled    for   him,  pushing   the   sale  of 
pianos  and  organs.     He  then  became  a   policeroan 
in  the  city  about  the  year   1883,  and    serveil   for 
one  year  in  North  lousing.     He  then  acted  as  en- 
gineer for  four  years  at  the  School  for  the  BHnd, 
after    whioh    he   l)ecame   Deputy  County  Sheriff, 
uiidor   II.  ().  Call,  of  Mason.     After   this   he  was 
appointed   City   Mai*shal  and  Chief  of    Police  in 
\HH\K  and  after  serving  cme  year  he  started  in  the 
gnnrry  business   here  in   June,  1890.     He   is  the 
only  private  doiootive  in  North  Lansing  and  h&« 
worked  up  some  remarkable  cases,  notably  that  of 
Carl  Keroski.     lie  is  the  man   who  was  successful 
in    bringing    the    murderers    of    the    Diamondale 
tragedy  to  justice.     He  ha<l  the  case  in  hand  only 
from  Sunday   night    until    Monda}'  morning,  and 
had  gained   possession   of  the   man    and    had   his 
identity  proven.     The  man  had  come    here  from 
(iroon  Hay,  and  thoiight  that    he   was  safe,  but  he 
"rookonod  without  his  host,''  as  he  did  not  know 
Mr.  Hates'  wonderful  detective   abilities,     lie  ha> 
arrested  a  great  many  men,  and  has  probably  done 
more  in  the  detective  line  than  any   man    in  Lan- 
sing, but  he  has  never  used  flrcarms  but  once,  lie 
unearthed  a  gang  at  Mullikan  for   whom    the   of- 
(Icers    had    long   been    seeking.     He  now  devotes 
himself    to    a    considerable    extent    to    his    gro- 
cery business  in   which  Mr.  F.  I.  Moore   is  a  jxart- 
ner. 

The  gen  I  Ionian  of  whom  we  write  has  a  pleas- 
ant home  in  Lansing,  and  in  it  may  be  found  his 
talented  and  intelligent  wife,  and  one  child,  Don 
aid.  He  was  married  .Inly  1,  1876,  in  I'nadilla 
Livingston  (  ounty.  and  Mi*s.  R-ites,  who  bore  the 
naino  in  maidonhood  of  Floia  Mclntyre,  was  a  na- 
tive of  that  county,  an<l  aftor  (umipleting  beredu- 
cati<»n  taught  for  some  nine  yeai-s.     She  i^  an  ear- 
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nest  worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  both  she  and  her  husband  are  most  highly  re- 
garded in  the  social  circles  of  Tensing.  Mr.  Bates 
is  identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  the  Royal  Arcanum,  the  Ancient  Order  of 
Foi«stei*s  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
He  stands  high  as  a  Republican  and  is  often 
sent  as  a  delegate  to  city  and  county  conven- 
tions. 


^/OHN  N.  BUSH,  who  has  been  one  of  tlie 
largest  contractors  in  tlie  city  of  Tensing, 
Ingham  County,  but  who  has  now  retired 
from  active  business,  is  a  representative  of 
an  old  Jersey  family  who  are  well  known  for  their 
patriotic  sentiments.  Their  family  history  is  re- 
plete with  incident*  that  redound  to  the  honor  of 
the  various  meml>ers  of  the  familv  because*  of  their 
loyaltv  to  their  country.  Mr.  Bush  was  one  of  tlie 
very  earliest  settlers  in  lousing  and  a  pioneer,  lie 
was  born  in  Orleans  County,  N.  V.,  January  21, 
1821,  and  although  he  has  reached  the  three-score 
years  and  ten  allotted  by  Scripture,  he  is  still  hale 
with  unfailing  faculties,  and  has  never  been  sick  a 
day  in  his  life. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  Oliver  Bush,  born 
in  Monmouth  County,  N.  J.  His  paternal  grand- 
father was  John  Bush,  also  of  New  Jersey.  He  was 
a  farmer  in  that  State,  and  there  died.  Oliver 
Bush,  our  subject's  father,  was  a  mason  by  trade, 
and  employed  himself  in  the  pursuit  of  his  calling 
until  his  decease.  Very  young  in  life,  in  1810,  he 
located  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.  Later,  in  1820, 
he  located  in  Mason,  Murray  Township,  Orleans 
County,  but  five  years  later  made  a  trip  to  Michi- 
gan and  worked  for  a  time  at  his  trade  in  Detroit. 
While  thus  engaged  he  had  an  opportunity  (»f 
learning  something  of  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
try, and  he  was  so  pleased  with  what  he  s:iw  and 
heard,  that  he  returned  to  New  York  the  sjinie  fall. 
and  the  following  s[)ring  brought  his  family  to  De- 
troit. For  a  time  he  remained  in  the  city,  but  in 
the  fall  of  1826  he  located  in  Vpsilanti,  dividing 
Ids  time  b©lwt»en  working  nl  his  trade  and  hunting 


and  trapping  which  must  indeed  at  that  time  have 
l>een  a  fascinating  occupation. 

Whether  the  father  felt  that  there  were  hei*e  so 
few  advantages  for  his  children  or  whether  he  was 
tired  of  combating  with  the  hardships  of  pioneer 
life  the  writer  cannot  say,  but  in  1832  he  returned 
to  New  York  and  located  in  Murray  Township. 
There  he  remained  until  1847,  when  in  the  month 
of  June,  he  came  to  the  city  of  Lansing  and  began 
the  work  of  contracting.  One  of  his  first  contracts 
was  on  the  building  known  as  the  old  Seymour 
House,  now  the  Franklin  House.  While  thus  em- 
ployed he  was  taken  sick  with  erysipelas,  being 
obliged  to  leave  his  work  October  9,  and  a  few 
days  later,  October  20,  he  |)assed  away  from  this 
life  the  age  of  sixty  years.  He  was  of  French  de- 
scent, his  family  having  emigrated  from  France  at 
the  time  of  the  Huguenot  exodus.  Mr.  Bush,  Sr., 
was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  a 
consistent  Christian  and  a  conscientious  man. 

The  mother  of  him  of  whom  we  write  was,  pre- 
vious to  her  marriage.  Miss  l^ura  Dusett.  She  was 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  a  daughter  of  John 
Dusett,  who  was  also  born  in  Connecticut,  and  there 
engaged  in  farming.  Our  subject's  maternal  grand- 
father when  but  fifteen  years  of  age  enlisted  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  as  a  fifer,  and  was  a  participant 
in  all  the  principal  battles.  His  chosen  calling  in 
life  was  that  of  a  farnter,  and  after  the  war  he  lo- 
cated in  Orleans  Count y,  N.  Y.,  l)eing  there  a  pio- 
neer, opening  up  a  new  farm,  which  he  improved 
and  occupied  until  hi>  decease.  He  t<K)  was  of 
French  ancestry.  Mr.  Bush's  own  family  name  is 
Be  Son.  His  parents  <ni  emigrating  to  this  coun- 
try landed  on  Stjiten  Island,  and  there  died  of  yel- 
low fever.  The  tw<»  children  that  were  thus 
orphaned  were  adopted  by  a  (ierman  family  l)y  the 
name  of  Hush,  and  l)esides  rearing  the  little  ones 
they  gave  them  their  name. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest  of  eight 
children.  He  was  reared  until  five  years  of  aore  in 
Murray  Townshii),  Orleans  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
brought  by  his  })arents  to  Detroit  in  1H2().  Then* 
were  at  that  time  ni(Me  hnlians  to  be  seen  than 
white  people,  and  when  the  following  fall  they 
went  to  Ypsilanti  it  seemed  yery  wild  to  the  new 
comers.    r|>on  their  advent  into  theeountrv  there 
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was  no  soliool.  One  who  lias  lH*c»n  in  the  Nortli- 
eni  tiinl>er  regions  at  tlie  present  time,  where  there 
are  still  unbroken  forests  of  pine  and  oak  with  an 
impenetrable  tan^fle  of  nnderbrush  and  vines 
through  whieh  steal  (n\\y  shv,  ten<ler-eved  deer  and 
hare,  with  an  iK*easional  wildcat,  and  as  ni«rlit  ap- 
proaches the  screech  owl.  wh(>s*»  dreary  call  tills 
one  witli  a  homesick  feelinjr,  can  appreciate  in 
some  slight  degn^  how  desolate  mnsl  have  been  the 
country  in  an  e^irly  dav,  when  there  were  no  rond> 

•  •  • 

and  but  few  neighl>ors  within  reachini;  distance, 
and  how  brave  the  heart.**  must  have  been  to  havi- 
dared  to  go  out  into  such  wilds  and  brave  the  dan-  | 
gers  of  treacherous  Indians.  wr)lves  and  the  cu-  j 
croachments  of  <»ther  wild  animals.  However. <»ur 
subject's  father  was  fearless,  and  his  son  relato 
that  for  some  cause  he  destrove<l  a  t<*nipornrv  In- 
dian  village. 

On  the  return  <»f  the  faniilv  to  New  York  in 
1H.S2,  our  subject's  s<'1hm)|  days  bei>Mn.  They  were 
meagre  to  Ik*  sure.  f<u'  school  \vm>  held  only  tlii'ee 
months  during  the  wintiM*  when  there  weie  no 
spring  planting,  smnmer  Innvotinuor  fall  plo\vin^^ 
His  work  lK»gan  at  an  enrlv  aye,  for  at  ten  vear>lie 
carried  the  hod  filled  with  biiek.  antl  tliu>  em- 
ployed, soon  learned  the  nia>on  *>  trade.  m»  that  U*-  ' 
fore  he  was  fifteen  years  <►!'  aue  heeould  la\  a  wall 
as  well  as  his  fathc!'.  Mr.  I>n>h  i>  a  self-made  man. 
NVhjit  kiiowle(lije  he  has.  ha>  been  uaincMJ  lariieU 
by  observation  and   >elf-seleete<l    courMv^  ol"  «-tn<l\ 

ft 

which  he  pursued  with  an  indefat inable  dett'iinina- 
tion  to  eonijuer  mysteries  and  <linienlth'>.  lie  M't 
out  in  life  for  him>elf  while  in  New    York. 

In  Sejjtember.  1H17.  Mr.  lin>li  returned  to  Lan- 
sing. [{']>  \\v>\  (MMitraet  ic^nlted  in  the  eoini)Ietion 
of  the  Seymonr  llon>e.  aftiT  which  he  er<*ete«|  the 
Packard  lIou>e,  ami  tin-  following  March  built  the 
Lansing  Ib^nse.  and  in  the  fall  of  1H71  put  up  the 
principal  block  in  the  city  of  Lan>intr.  lie  lia> 
erected  moi'c  busines>  blocks  than  any<uie  who  is  in 
same  business  and  has  ha<l  the  principal  contiaets. 
The  sehoollnmse^  in  the  «*ity  wei'c  built  chielly  un- 
der \\\>  su]>ervision  and  al>o  the  old  enirine  honx-. 
In  1H71  he  to4>k  the  contra<'t  for  bnildiuif  the  lliirh 
School,  but  it  enibana>sed  him  to  a  gr(*at  extent, 
and  sint'C  that  time  he  ha>  f(>llowed  hi>  bn>ine>s 
Jess  extensively-. 


For  the  last  two  falls,  he  of  whom  we  wnte  has 
U»en  in  the  employ  of  the  Republican  State  Cen- 
tral Committee.  During  the  falls  ol  1H88  aud 
ISJH),  he  stumped  the  State  and  can  va»?ed  differeut 
p<»ints  for  votes.  In  18HH  he  wa»  prineii«lly  in 
Detroit  and  the  rp|K*r  I'eninsiila.  During  ont- 
month  of  that  year  he  spoke  every  night,  and  in 
18!H»  he  s|M»ke  as  many  times,  if  not  more  than  on 
the  previous  trip.  lie  was  an  agent  in  six  diflPer- 
enl  counties  and  did  g(X)d  work  for  the  Republi- 
can party.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the  State  Repul»- 
liean  C(»u  vent  ion  held  Septenil>er  1,  1890.  Hi" 
political  w<»rk  l>egan  in  1878,  when  he  began 
>tumping  the  State,  and  in  1880  he  confined  him- 
M'lf  to  work  in  the  county,  but  so  fluent  a  sj)caker 
wa>  he  found  to  1k\  and  so  widely  and  well  known 
that  hi>  inrtuence  wa>  felt  to  l>e  <»f  uivat  value  l<> 
tiM'  party. 

It  rloe•^  not  lack  a  great  deal  of  l»i*inga  half  ci'U- 
tur\  >ince  our  subject  united  his  fat4»  for  l>etter  or 
wor>e  with  that  of  Miss  Ann  K.  Powell  a  native  of 
Oneida  (  onnty.  N.  Y..  and  a  daughter  of  .lolui 
Powell,  an  early  settler  in  Michigan,  who  prior  to 
that  had  been  a  >elnM»l  teacher  and  lHM»kkee|K'r. 
Their  weddini:  wa>  celebrated  in   Oneida    Couiitv. 

^  ft 

N.  Y..  in   isp.i.  in  the  month    <»f  SeptenilK»r.     Mrs. 
I>n>li    i^  a    la<ly  of    exceptional  cidtuiv  and  eduni- 
li<ni.     she  wa>  educated  in  Olivet  Collei»e.  havinir 
itcei\i(l  the  rudiment^  of    her  schooliuir    in    New 
York,      she  wa*-  living  near  Olivet  when  there  was 
but  one  loo  Iiou>e  in  the  village.      After    rtnishinir 
>(  hool  >he  wa>  engaged   in    teaching,  and    ha>  the 
di>tinction  of  havinu  taught  the  first  scIhhiI  in  the 
citN    of    Lan^inii.     Om*  subject  and    his   estimable 
wife  are  the    parent>  of   two  chihb'en:  The  eldest. 
Willi"*  ( )..  i>  a  ttlegraph  operator  in  Kldor:id*».  Kan.: 
(  ai  lie  v..  now   Mrs.  Shoemaker.  re.»<itles  in  I^-insinu. 
( )ne  other  child,  who  wa>  named  for  his  father,  and 
called  John  N..  Jr..  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen, 
jn>t  after  he  was  graduated  from  the  Commercial 
College  in  this  city.      His  death   was  a    ureat    blow 
t<>  hi^  parent^  and  friends. 

The  uentleman  \\\\n  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
ha^  Im'cu  instrumental  in  etTecting  many  of  the 
chaniio  that  ha\e  laki-n  place  for  the  l>etter  in  this 
city.  \\  an  earl\  day  he  was  Alderman  for  one 
term  and   Sui)ervisor  for  one  year  in  the  Fourth 
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Ward.  He  has  been  a  resident  here  since  1847. 
Although  he  himself  is  liberal  in  his  religious  views 
he  is  a  generous  supporter  of  the  church  of  his 
wife's  preference,  she  being  a  Presbyterian.  To 
say  that  Mr.  Bush  is  a  Republican,  hardly  does  jus- 
tice to  his  political  sentiments,  so  zealous  is  he, 
having  inherited  his  Republican  tendencies  from 
generations  of  patriotic  ancestors.  A  great-uncle 
of  Mr.  Bush's,  Paul  Galtr}^  when  a  boy,  during  the 
Revolutionary  period,  saw  a  British  officer  enter 
the  yard  of  his  home.  There  were  no  gentlemen 
about  the  place,  and  he  considered  himself  the  pro- 
tector of  the  ladies.  He  got  a  shot-gun  and  lay  in 
wait  behind  a  fence  for  the  officer  to  make  his  a|)- 
pearance,  determined  that  there  should  be  one  less 
red  coat  for  the  Continental  soldiers  to  fight.  His 
loyalty  was  not  quelled,  when  his  sister  took  the 
gun  away  from  him.  Our  subject  has  frequently 
acted  on  county  and  State  committees.  He  has 
frequently  been  solicited  to  become  a  nominee  for 
the  Mayoralty  and  for  Representative  and  other 
otficial  i>o8itions,  but  he  has  ever  refused,  because 
he  realizes  how  difficult  it  is  for  one  to  maintain 
such  a  position  with  dignity  and  still  be  honorable 
and  unbiased,  unless  one  has  great  wealth  at  his 
command  so  that  pecuniary  temptations  are  not  a 
consideration. 


•^ 


^ 


^^ 


JLLIAM  K.  PRUDDEN.  There  is  some- 
thing in  the  impulsive  Southern  nature  that 
)^  has  an  understanding  of  horseflesh  aside 
from  the  appreciation  of  its  value  in  dollai's  and 
cents,  and  our  subject,  who  is  a  Georgian  by  birth 
and  bringing  up,  comes  naturally  by  his  taste  in  this 
direction.  He  is  deeply  interasted  in  breeding  and 
raising  standard-bred  horses,  and  has  some  of  the 
finest  horses  in  the  State.  He  is  also  largely  en- 
gaged in  dealing  in  pine  lands,  from  which  such 
large  fortunes  are  at  present  realized  l)oth  in  the 
far  North  and  in  the  South. 

Mr.  Prudden  was  born  in  Macon,  (ia.,  January 
29,  1859.  He  is,  however,  of  New  England  parent- 
age, his  fs^th^T  having  beeji  Nathan  S.  Prudden,  of 


Milford,  Conn.,  while  his  grandfather  was  an  old 
Eastern  settler,  of  Scotch  and  English  descent  His 
ancestors  located  in  Connecticut  in  1654,  and  the 
family  are  still  well  and  honorably  known  there. 
Our  subject's  father  was  engaged  in  business  as  a 
dry-goods  merchant,  and  about  1850  removed  to 
Eatonton,  Ga.,  and  thence  to  Macon,  remaining 
there  until  about  1865.  During  the  war  he  lost 
the  greater  part  of  his  property  and  in  1*865  re- 
turned to  his  native  State,  sick  both  in  heart  and 
body.  He  died  at  West  Haven,  at  the  age  of  forty 
yeai"s.  Our  subject's  mother  was,  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage. Miss  Amelia  Keith.  She  was  born  at  Clifton 
Springs,  N.  Y.  She  was  a  daughter  of  George 
Keith,  who  was  also  a  native  of  New  York,  but 
went  South  and  became  a  merchant  in  Columbus, 
Ga. 

When  a  youth  Mr.  Prudden  removed  to  Utica, 
N.  Y.,  with  his  mother  and  there  he  had  the 
advantages  offered  by  the  public  schools  of  the 
city,  which  were  remarkably  good,  until  he  was 
twelve  years  of  age.  He  then  went  to  Indian- 
apolis with  her  and  there  was  graduated  from  the 
High  School.  In  1875  he  entered  the  Agricultural 
College  at  Lansing  and  graduated  in  1873,  taking 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science.  The  honor  was 
conferred  upon  him  of  delivering  the  class  oration 
and  he  produced  a  masterly  effort,  both  from  a  lit- 
emry  standpoint  and  oratorically.  After  leaving 
college  he  entered  the  office  of  J.  M.  Turner,  who 
is  engaged  in  the  land  luisiness,  and  remained  with 
him  until  1882,  when  he  went  into  business  for 
himself,  dealing  in  timlx»r  lands,  especially  pine 
lands,  since  which  time  he  has  continued  in  the 
business  giving  to  it  his  whole  attention  until  1888. 
At  that  time  he  purchased  a  one-half  interest  in 
the  I^nsing  Wheel  Company  and  became  lU  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer,  in  which  position  he  remained 
for  three  yeai-s.  In  1890  he  sold  out  his  interest 
and  now  devotes  himself  to  dealing  in  real  estate 
and  pine  lands.  The  lands  which  he  handles  are 
mostly  located  in  the  Northern  Peninsula.  He 
has  forty  acra^  adjoining  the  city  of  Lansing  which 
is  admirably  located  and  hound  to  ho  in  time,  one 
of  its  most  valua!)le  and  attractive  additions. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  President  of  the  Micli- 
igan  Knitting  Company,  having  been  instrumental 
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in  re-organizing  this  company  and  in  giving  this 
industry  a  broader  opening  than  it  lias  ever  before 
enjoyed.  He  is  also  a  stm-kholder  and  JMreetor 
in  the  Ingham  County  Savings  llank.  His  tasU» 
for  horses  is  to  him  a  hixurv,  and  hel»reeds!»hM)ded 
animals,  especially  the  Hainbletonians.  He  is  tlie 
owner  of  "Nellie  B.",  wh<w4e  record  is  2:2 1.  Mr. 
Prudden  is  a  member  of  the  Lansing  Driving  ('hii». 
and  no  one  handles  the  ri!)b( ms  with  more  skill 
and  dexterity  than  doc'*  he  when  on  the  road 
with   one  of  his  favorite  horse-^. 

Mr.  Prudden  was  married  in  the  citv  of  Lan^^inir. 
Januarv  2,  1883,  to  Miss  Jennie  K.  Whitnev,  who 
is  a  native  of  this  citv.  She  i>  a  irraduati*  of  th*- 
High  School  here  and  a  lady  of  striking  aci'om|>li>li- 
ments  and  talents  besi<ies  great  pei*sonal  attnictioiiN. 
She  is  the  mother  of  two  chihben,  who>o  nnuu*> 
are  resiK^ctively  Ainy  and  Kdwina.  Mr.  nnd  Mrs. 
l*rudden  are  both  c<munnnicant««  of  St.  l*:iurs 
Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  I*rud<len  lu'iima  Xr^tiNinan 
in  that  bodv.  Politicailv  lu'  i<  a  KiM»ul»li<an.  <  a>l- 
ing  his  vote  and  inlluencc  witli  thai  party. 


v^y-** 


"OHN  B.  VOISKLLK.  the  >enior  iiii'inlKT  nt 
the  Hrm  of  X'oisrlle  tV  Laro>e.  decorator^ 
and  trescoei's  of  Lan^inii.  Ingham  (OuiiIn. 
As^/'  also  carries  a  line  >lork  of  wall  |)a|)t'i'.  win- 
(low  shades  and  room  mohlinii'>.  and  is  a  con- 
tractor in  house  and  sign  paintini::.  Tliis  ircnlh-man 
who  was  born  in  <^uel»cc.  May  27.  IJ^M.  icmaincd 
there  till  he  reachcil  the  age  of  seventeen,  and 
lu'iug  brought  up  anmnii  the  Kreneli-( ';ina(lians. 
reads  and  speaks  French  like  a  native. 

.lohn  X'oiM'lle  the  honored  lather  of  (►ur  sub- 
ject was  born  in  <^ue.n'c  and  became  engaged 
as  a  stevedore.  mo>t  of  lii>  w<n'k  being  in  the  liiu* 
of  handling  scpiare  timbers.  In  the  \earof  181.') 
he  nuule  a  tri[)  to  Detioit,  but  remainefl  only  a 
few  years,  as  he  retuiiied  to  < Quebec  and  lesumed 
his  former  work.  The  grandfather  also  bore  the 
nanu»  of  .lohn  and  was  born  in  Normands .  France, 
and  was  driven  fnnn  the  country  during  the  Rev- 
olution of    \7\)i\,   because    of    hi^    nt>blc   ]»irth  ami 


blood.  The  name  was  originally  Vaitselle.  Thv 
grandfather  came  to  <iuel)ec  by  way  of  England 
and  brought  with  him  pn»perty.  During  the  early 
contlicts  he  was  an  olHcer  of  the  English  army  i« 
the  old  fort  at  Detroit,  but  finally  died  at  <^ueli«*. 
The  father  in  his  early  days  was  engaged  in  the 
irrocerv  b»isines.s  but  tiuallv  l)ecame  as  we  liave 
said  a  stevedore  and  died  in  Quebec  in  1»H6.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  ef 
Sophia  lUMlain'.  and  waA  a  native  of  Quel)ee  aud  a 
daughter  of  .Joseph  Bedaur.  She  also  spent  her 
<lays  in  that  old  French- American  city  and  died  in 
the  faith  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  .lulv  j, 
\Hi\i\.     Of  her  seven   children,   <nir  subject   is  tin* 

<'lde>t. 

J<»lin  was  educated  in  the  Chri^tian  Brotliti> 
School  at  (Quebec  and  when  he  reached  the  age  of 
thirtcin  years  he  was  apprenticed  to  le4ini  the 
painter's  trade  aud  r^^mained  with  his  master  until 
>c\enteen  year.>  <>ld.  In  IHill)  he  went  t4i  ()nl4>- 
n.M;non  ami  took  charge  of  the  |)ainting  of  the 
Higelow  lIot(  I  and  somewhat  later  worked  in  the 
copper  mine>.  In  \>^i\.')  he  went  on  a  trip  to  the 
fai'  West  bv  the  wav  of  I^iwreuce,  Kan.,  aiul 
Denver  to  the  c<>ast.  after  which  he  returned  to 
(Quebec. 

In  \xiu'i  the  yonng  man  enlisted  as  a  voluntiTr 
in  the  Ninth  U.attalion  of  (^ucIkm*  Volunt<^rs  to 
pnt  down  the  Fenian  Kaid.  The.**e  tr<M>)>s  were 
disbanded  in  .Inly  of  the  siicceeding  year  and  Mr. 
\  oiM'llc  then  wiiit   t<>  work  at  Montmorencv  Falls. 

ft 

until  the  ureal  lire,  at  which  time  he  fii*st  met  his 
o.artner.  lb'  worked  at  his  trade  in  Trov.  X.  Y.. 
for  eighteen  months  and  then  tniveled  in  various 
cities  in  the  Ka-^t  an<l  South,  touching  Savannah, 
(ia..  L(mdon.  (  onn..  Boston.  Mas<..  and  Portland, 
Me.,  and  in  \xi\x  he  went  into  business  w*ith  Mr. 
bar<»si*.  at  W  oiuisocket  Fall.**,  R.  1..  and  later  tried 
business  ventures  at  Chicago  and  Detroit. 

Ljuising  linally  became  the  home  of  Mr.  Vidsi^He 
as  he  cann'  here  Septeml)er  17,  1877  to  take  the 
p«>sition  of  foreman  for  Dean,  Brown  A'  (^odfrev 
in  i)ainting  the  State  Capit<»l.  lie  had  entiiv  charge 
of  the  w(»rk  an<l  he  and  .Mr.  Larose.  witli  whom  h«* 
again  i-ngagi'd  in  business  in  \Hl\K  executed  the 
Hiu'r  j)artsof  the  work  themselves. 

rhi>  llourishing  lirm  which  Ix^gan    with   a    small 
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c-apital  and  in  a  quiot  way  liasi  gradually  iiuTeas<>(l 
it**  bu.sines.s  unlil  now  ihev  are  able  to  handle 
auythin^  in  their  line.  They  Imve  a  pleasant  plaee 
of  business  and  keep  in  MiX'k  i\  full  and  well 
selected  line  of  wall  )>ai>er,  imints  and  oils,  molding 
and  window  shades.     Thev  never  have   less   than 

• 

six  assistants  in  their  work  and  sometimes  employ 
ju*  manv  as  twentv  men,  and  are  the  oldest  llrm  in 
this  business  in  I^nsin^. 

Mr.  Voiselle  owns  live  residences  on  Allejifan 
and  IMne  Streets  and  devotes  considerable  attc^n- 
tion  outride  his  business  to  real  estate,  owninjr 
propeily  lK)th  in  Petoskey  and  Detroit.  In  his 
political  views  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  is  not  active  in 
public  matters.  In  1889  he  took  a  trip  to  KuroiK*. 
sailing  from  New  York,  July  6,  by  the  steamer 
"LaCioskine'*  and  had  a  wry  pleasant  voyage, 
lauding  at  Havre  and  visiting  not  only  Paris  but 
alst)  the    French  Provinces,   as    well   as   (iermanv, 

■ 

Switzerland,  Italy,  Ik^lgium,  Kngiand  and  Scotland, 
and  on  his  way  Imck  to  I^nsing,  stopping  tV^r 
some  time  at  his  old  home  in  (^uebcK?.  On  this 
journey  Mr.  Voiselle  had  abundant  opportunity 
to  study  his  craft  and  see  what  otheis  were  doing 
in  his  line  of  work  among  the  most  artistic  nations 
of  the  world. 


EV.  JULIUS  S.  VALKNTIXK.  When  we 
f7  see  a  good  man  prematurely  old  through 
SiTvice  to  his  (lod  and  his  country,  wo  are 
M^  filled  with  true  and  tender  emotions  which 
are  honorable  to  our  humanity  and  a  just  tribute 
to  the  worth  of  the  man  l)efore  us.  Such  are  the 
experiences  of  those  who  know  the  gentleman 
whose  name  apjjears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  who 
now  calls  himself  a  superanuated  minister  but  wl»o, 
had  it  not  l>een  for  the  brave  service  which  he  has 
done  both  in  the  ministry  and  the  army,  would 
still  1>e  active  in  his  calling. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Lima.  Allen  County, 
Ohio,  August  11,  1835).  His  father,  Urane  Valen- 
tine, was  lK>rn  in  Essex  County,  N.  J.,  ()ct()l>er  28, 
1797,  and   his  grandfather,  William,  jilso  a  nntive 


of  New  Jersev  and  a  farmer  in  Essex  C'ountv,took 
imrt  in  the  "War  of  1812  and  afterward  removed 
to  Champaign  County,  Ohio,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  (hivs.  This  familv  in  America  is 
desivnded  from  three  brothei-s,  who  were  sons  of 
Lord  Valentine  a  member  of  Parliament  in  Eng- 
land. These  sons  settled  in  New  Jei-sey  and  the 
grandson  of  one  of  them  was  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject.  The  name  is  a  very  old  one  in  England 
dating  Iwck  to  the  year  140. 

The  father  of  Julius  Valentine  was  a  farmer  in 
Ohio  and  had  come  to  that  State  with  his  parents, 
settling  in  Champaign  County  when  it  was  called 
Allen  County.  In  18-15  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
l<K'ated  in  Watervliet,  l^^rrien  County,  where  he 
bought  and  improved  a  farm.  This  suct»es8ful  man 
who  was  prominent  in  public  affairs,  Ijcing  first  a 
Whig  and  afterward  a  Uepublican  in  his  political 
views,  died  in  188(5.  He  was  a  Presbyterian  in  bis 
church  connection  and  had  l)een  an  Elder  in  the 
church. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Nan(\v  Musser  and  was  born  in  I^nc4ister,  Pa., 
February  28,  1800.  Her  father,  Daniel,  was  bom 
in  the  Kevstone  State  and  l)ecame  an  earlv  settler 
in  Ohio,  llis  good  wife  was  lietsey  Crane,  being 
a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Crane,  of  New  York,  who 
was  seven  years  in  the  Kevoluti<marv  Army,  much 
of  the  time  as  a  spy,  and  l>eing  a  Lieutenant  and 
an  Aid-de-Camp  to  (ien.  Washington.  He  died 
in  New  York.  The  mother  of  our  subject  passed 
away  June  1 1, 1887,  leaving  five  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  was  next  to  the  eldest. 

Julius  Valentine  came  to  Michigan  when  six 
yeai*s  of  age,  traveling  with  a  family  with  team. 
He  was  reared  upcm  the  farm  and  remained  there 
until  he  rejurhed  the  age  of  .twenty-eight  years, 
having  received  the  best  advantages  which  were  to 
l)e  obtained  in  the  district  s<*hools. 

The  call  of  Abraham  Lincoln  in  the  year  18()1 
awakened  n  spirit  of  luave  devotion  in  many  a 
loval  vounjr  heart,  and  among  these  vouni;  men 
wa>i  our  subject,  who  enli>te(l  in  September  of  that 
year  in  Company  B.  Twelfth  A'ichigan  Infantry, 
lie  was  at  once  sent  South  and  took  })art  in  the 
battle  of  Shiloh  and  other  contlicts.  After  one 
vear's  service  he  was  taken  ill  and  spent  some  time 
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in  the  hospital  and  finally  received  his  honorable 
discharge  al  the  hospital  at  Detroit  and  eame  home. 
His  eyes  have  alwa3's  suffered  from  the  exposure 
to  which  he  was  subjected  during  his  term  of  ser- 
vice, and  he  is  now  almost  blind. 

Mr.  Valentine  at  once  engaged  in  teaching  and 
wlien  a  year  later  he  was  dmfled  he  responded  cheer- 
fully to  the  call  but  wa**  rejected  on  acc(»\nit  <»f  his 
physical  disability,  and  resume*!  teaching.  Kight 
m<mths  later  he  re-enlistcd  in  the  Klcventh  Mich- 
igan Cavalry  and  was  rejected  again,  but  quite  un- 
daunted he  applied  for  enlistment  in  the  Twenty- 
sixth  Michigan  Infantry  and  was  a  third  lime  re- 
jected. 

Teaching  now  engrossed  the  attention  of  Ihc 
young  man  and  while  pursuing  his  profession  he 
continued  his  own  higher  education,  and  is  in  this 
respect  a  thoroughly  self-made  man.  He  was  the 
I^incipal  at  the  Colomo  Scliools  at  the  time  wIumi 
he  determined  to  enter  the  ministrv.  lie  became 
a  local  preacher  at  Three  Rivers  and  a  nuMuber  of 
the  Conference,  and  had  his  first  pastorale  of  one 
vear  at  Waverlv,  Van  Buren  Count v,  after  whieh 
he  was  two  veai*s  at  Stevensvillcand  was  ordained 
as  minister  at  St.  Joseph  in  1871.  He  then  preached 
at  New  Buffalo  for  one  vear  and  in  \H7'^  went  to 

• 

Hvron  for  two  vears  and  while  there  l)iiilt  tlie 
churc^h  at  Byron  Center;  he  then  took  charge  of 
the  church  at  Cooper,  Kalamazoo  County,  for  one 
vear,  after  which  he  was  one  vear  at  Bedford,  two 
vears  at  Plainville.  Alle<ran  Countv:  one  vear  at 
lierrien  Springs  and  one  year  at  (irand  Hapids, 
where  he  built  the  Ames  Church. 

In  iHH2  Mr.  X'alentine  came  to  Lansing,  and 
was  over  the  Fii^st  Methodist  Kpi>copal  Church  for 
three  years,  .subsefjuent  to  which  he  took  charge  of 
the  church  at  Slielbv.  ( >ceana  Countv,  for  two  vears 
and  then  retired  from  active  ministrv  on  account 
of  his  eyesight.  He  built  the  pleasant  home  in 
which  he  lives  on  Capital  Avenue.  X<k  717.  This 
good  man  has  earned  and  receives  the  respect  jind 
affection  of  thousands  of  friends  in  the  various 
parishes  to  which  he  has  ministered  in  this  State. 
and  his  noble  character,  hi>  iintlinching  dev(»tion 
to  duty  and  his  true  spirituality  have  made  him  a 
power  for  good  in  every  place  to  which  in  the 
providence  of  (rod  he  has  been  called. 


In  1H7(»  Mr.  Valentine  ch08*e  a  (Hjm|)anioD  for 
life  in  the  pei-son  of  Miss  Lottie  E.  Elms,  of  Van 
Buren  Count \.  She  wa»lK)rn  in  FavetteviIle,N.Y.. 

•  •  • 

in  184;')  and  is  a  daugliter  of  J.  C.  Elmft,  who  was 
an  earlv  settler  and  successful  farmer  in  Van  Buren 
County.  One  child,  Arthur,  has  been  granted  to 
him  and  his  gcK^d  wife.  He  is  a  meml^erofthe 
Ancient  Order  of  Cnited  Workmen,  of  the  Inde- 
|MMident  Order  of  (Jo<Ki  Templars,  of  the  MtKiem 
WiMMlmen  of  America  and  of  the  Grand  Array  of  tlie 
Hepublic.  In  Foster  Pobt  he  has  served  as  Chap- 
lain. He  still  occasionally  preaches  and  i#  often 
called  upon  to  attend  funerals  as  thot>e  who  Lave 
known  and  loved  hini  for  vears  feel  that  they  need 
his  gentle  ministrations  in  their  hour  of  sorrow. 
He  i^  a  Republican  in  his  political  convictions  bat 
feels  that  ordinary  issues  pale  into  insignificance 
at  the  prcMMit  time,  in  com|>arisou  with  the  problem 
of  how  to  dethrcme  the  liquor  power,  and  he  i* 
therefore  in  hearty  sympathy  with  Prohibition 
movements. 


OSCAR  A.  CLARK.  A  man  who  has  for  a 
seiies  of  years  tilled  wisely,  judiciously  and 
c<)nscientiou>lv  the  office  of  Justii.*e  of  the 

« 

Peace,  has  seen  opened  and  broadene<l  before  him 
a  lirand  tield  of  work  for  the   good  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.     Our>ul)ject  has  thus  served  the  Fu-stand 
Fourth    Wards    of    the   city    of  I^ansing.  Ingham 
County.  sin(*e  A})rib  1879,  when  he  was  first  elected 
to  fill  a  vacancv  of  <»ne  month.    In  hisincuml)em*v 
of  thai  otlice  he  has  by  means  of  his  thorough  study 
of  the  cases  which  have  fallen    within  his  jurisdic- 
tion  and  (»f  the  statutes  of  Michigan,  and  the  rul- 
ings of  the  coiniiion   law,   adjusted    satisfac^tonlv 
thousands  of  cases  which   might  else  have  resulted 
in  tedious,  expensive  and  harras^ing  suitiii  at  law. 
and  lie  has  thus  exerted  a  beneficient  influence  in 
the  c<unniunilv.      His  last  election,  which   has  only 
recently  tninsi)ired.  brings  him  to   the  op)ening  of 
another  foui'   years'  term,  which    will  make  a  total 
of  sixteen  yeais  in  this  ollice.  In  this  last  campaign 
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all  parties  unit<Ki  in  makin*;  him  their  candidate, 
thus  ^vinjjf  him  an  endoi-s^Mneiit  of  which  any  man 
might  feel   proud.  « 

Mr.  Clark  was  l)orn  in  Wehster.  Monroe  Countv, 

• 

N.  Y..  Mav  18,  182i>,  and  is  the  son  of  John  (J. 
Clfti'k,  who  went  to  that  hx»ality  in  IHOf),  havinii: 
l>een  l>orii  near  Auburn,  N.  Y..  in  179J).  With  his 
faithful  and  Ijeloved  wife,  Harriet  (Peet)  Clark,  of 
Dut'Chess  County,  N.  Yi,  they  lived  in  harmonious 
wedded  life  for  over  sixtv-thret*  years,  and  she  was 
tlieii  l)ereaved  of  his  companionship  by  death  in 
1884,  and  she  passed  away  in  1887.  He  and  Mr. 
Peet,  a  brother  of  his  wife,  were  the  first  settlers  of 
Rochester,  lA)i*ain  County,  Ohio,  to  which  place 
they  removed  in  the  early  days  of  that  region. 

Our  subject  left  Roc»hester  in  1861,  having  had 
charge  of  his  father's  farm  from  I  he  time  lie  was 
eighteen  years  old.  His  wife  lK>re  the  name  in  her 
maidenhood  of  Carrie  Sears, and  was  born  in  ( Jrecn- 
wich,  Hampshire  County,  Mass.,  and  wivs  the 
daughter  of  Turner  and  Mary  E.  (Marey)  Sears. 
Mrs.  Sears  lived  until  (piite  recently  in  this  city, 
and  died  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  yeai-s. 
The  wedding  day  of  our  subject  was  May  20,  1806. 

In  18(51  our  subject  removed  to  l^nzonia,  lk»n- 
zie  County,  this  State,  which  was  then  a  perfect 
wilderness;  here  he  remained  for<me  year,  erecting 
for  himself  the  first  good  house  that  was  built  in 
Benzie.  The  following  year  he  came  to  Duplain 
Township,  Clinton  County,  and  U)cated  near  tiie 
village  of  Klsie,  taking  a  farm  and  entering  int^) 
the  luml)er  business.  After  three  veai*s  there  he 
removed  to  I^nsing  in  Octol>er.  18G5,  and  engaged 
in  the  lumber  trade.  In  this  he  remained  until  he 
was  elected  to  the  ottice  of  .)usliciM)f  the  Peace,  his 
yard  \mng  on  Franklin  Street  an<l  having  a  mill 
at  the  west  end  of  the  mill  dam.  Since  1871^  he 
has  given  his  whole  attention  to  official  duties. 

Mr.  Clark  still  resides  at  No.  12011  Walnut 
Street.  X.,  the  same  house  which  he  U>uglit  in  March. 
1865,  and  it  is  situated  in  an  attractive  and  well- 
.settled  part  of  the  city.  To  this  happy  home  one 
daughter  was  granted,  Cora,  who  is  now  the  wife 
of  John  1.  Carpenter,  an  attorney  who  resides  on 
FYanklin  Street.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  liv- 
ing child,  Dwight  Clark.  The  Franklin  Street 
Presihvterian    Chui-ch    is    the  relio-ious  body    with 


which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  have  long  l»een  identi- 
fied, and  in  which  they  have  found  an  abundant 
field  for  usefubiess  and  la]M>r.  Their  influence  for 
ijood  is  felt  in  the  commnnitv,  and  ihev  are  loved 
and  respected  for  their  sterling  character  and  true 
neijjfhborlv  kindne>s. 
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LMKR  1>.  NORTH,  M.  D.  Among  the  men 
of  Lansing,  prominent  in  social  and  educa- 
tional and  professional  circles  we  find  the 
gentleman  of  whom  we  speak  in  this  writing.  He 
ha**  filled  a  numl)er  of  responsible  positions  here, 
having  been  County  Su|)erintendent  of  .Schools 
from  1871  to  1875.  He  was  born  in  Delhi  Town- 
ship. Ingham  County,  February  18,  1841,  and  is  a 
son  of  11.  H.  North,  who  was  a  native  of  the  town- 
ship of  lousing,  Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.  The 
grandfather,  Joseph  E.,  was  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  was  a  farmer  on  the  Schuylkill  River. 
He  served  in  the  War  of  1812  and  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1838,  IcK'ating  in  the  township  of  Lansing 
which  he  named  from  the  township  from  which  he 
came.  In  the  fall  he  walked  back  home  and  in 
1839  brought  his  family  to  the  new  home.  He  en- 
tered land  on  section  33,  which  was  covered  with 
a  splendid  grove  of  l)eech  and  maple  trees,  and 
having  biiilt  a  log  house,  he  pr<x?eeded  to  improve 
the  farm.  He  was  Su|>ervisor  for  fourteen  years 
and  for  much  of  that  time  acted  as  Chairman  of 
the  Board.  He  died  Noveml)er  o,  1862,  having 
reached  his  seven tv-fii-st  year.  The  family  traces 
its  lineage  back  to  Kngland  but  the  descendants 
haye  been  for  generations  in  this  country. 

H.  H.  North  came  to  Michigan  with  his  father, 
and  being  a  mtuson  by  trade  found  abundant  op- 
portunities for  employment,  engaging  largely  in 
building  as  >vell  asentt»ring  and  improving  land  in 
Delhi  Township,  which  was  then  a  part  of  Lansing 
Township.  When  that  portion  was  set  off  Jis  a 
separate  corporation  he  gave  to  it  the  name  of 
Delhi.  He  died  on  his  farm  in  188;'),  ivrvd  sixty- 
nine  years.  He  had  been  Supervisor  of  the  Town- 
ship and   was  a  man  of  prominence  Miid    influence 
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ill  the  com m unity.  His  wife,  whode  maiden  name 
was  Almira  Ruck,  was  also  a  native  of  Tompkins 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Buck,  of 
Lan si ntf  Township.  She  was  a  sister  of  Mr.  I^iniel 
W.  Buck,  wliose  l)io^raphieal  sketeh  Vill  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  She  died  in  Dellii 
Township  in  May,  1890,  having  reaehed  tiie  ajje 
of  seventy-three  years.  Both  she  and  her  husband 
were  earnest  and  active  members  of  the  Presl»y- 
terian  Church. 

Mine  children  were  granted  to  the  excellent 
couple  of  whom  we  have  just  l)een  speaking,  and 
eight  of  them  grew  to  man  *s  and  woman 's  estate, 
of  whom  seven  are  now  living,  namely:  Marian  L.. 
Mrs.  Holmes,  who  died  at  Delhi;  Dr.  North,  our 
subject;  Albert  E.,  who  belonged  to  the  Seventh 
Michigan  Veteran  Cavalry,  having  enlisted  in  18(U 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war;  he  now  re- 
sides in  Dakota;  Henry  K.,  who  was  a  memlier  of 
the  P^ighteenth  Michigan  Kegiment  but  being  dis- 
abled was  discharged  after  one  year's  service  and 
now  lives  in  Delhi  Townsliip;  Dr.  ,Iaines  S.,  of 
Delhi  Township;  Myra  L.,  Mrs.  Field,  of  Dansville; 
Ilattie  B.,  Mrs.  Wilcox,  of  Lansing  Townslii|>; 
Howard,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four  years;  and 
Theron  C.,  of  Delhi  Township. 

The  childhood  of  our  subject  was  spent  on  the 
farm  and  in  the  district  schools  of  tiie  m-ighbor- 
hood,  which  were  then  held  in  private  houses.  He 
was  able  to  attend  only  the  winter  schools  but 
when  a  little  older  attended  Taylor's  Academy  at 
Lansing.  At  the  age  of  eightiHMi  he  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Delhi  Township  and  the  next  year  in 
Delta,  Eaton  County.  lie  entered  Michigan  Agri- 
cultural College  in  the  s[)ring  of  IHGl  ))ut  did  not 
remain  there  long,  as  in  the  fall  his  patriotic  im- 
pulses got  the  better  of  his  loye  for  learning,  and 
he  laid  his  opportunities  for  education  upon  the 
altar  of  his  country. 

It  was  in  Company  E,  Eighth  Michigan  Infantry 
that  this  young  man  began  service  as  a  private, 
being  mustered  in  at  Ft.  \Va\  ne,  Detroit,  but  he 
was  afterward  transferred  to  the  Fourteenth  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  in  Company  D,  in  which  he  served 
as  Sergeant.  This  regiment  was  i)laced  in  the 
Fourteenth  Army  Corps  in  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland and  was  active  during  the  siege  of  Corinth. 


He  served  three  years  and  seven  months  and  re- 
ceived  his  discharge  March  14,  1865. 

*Heturning  home,  the  young  veteran  again  at- 
tended school  for  a  short  time  at  the  old  academy 
in  lousing.     In  April  of  1867  he  entered  Alhion 
College,  where  he  took   the  degree  of   Bachelor  of 
S'ieiKH*s  in  1H7().     After  teaching  seven  montlis  in 
U'slie.  this  county,  he  was  elected  County  Su|)er- 
in  ten  dent   of  Schools,  in  which    office   he  served 
fcnir  years.     After  this  he  taught  for  a  number  of 
years  at  the  Dansville  High  School  after  which  he 
took   up  the  study  of  medicine.     In  1879  he  en- 
tered  the  l)etix)it  Medical  College  whei-e  he  took 
the   degree   of   Doctor  of  Medicine  in   1881,  and 
then   located  in  Lansing  and   took  up  his  practice 
here.     He  devotes  his  whole  attention  and  time  to 
his  profession  and  is  a  member  not  only  of  the 
lousing  Medical  Society  but  of  the  State  Medical 
S<»ciety.     He  is  Seci^etary  of  the  Board  of  Examin- 
ing Surgeons   for  Pensions  and  has  been  on  that 
board   for  six  yeai*s.     He  is  a  lover  of  fine   hon^es 
and   still    retain*,-  a  part  of    the  old  homestead,  a 
handsome  tract  of  one  hundred  and   sixty  acreSw 
lie  is    i  den  tilled    with    the  Charles  T.  Foster  Post, 
(i.  A.  H.    He  is  often  appointed  delegate  to  county 
and  State  Democratic  Conventions  and  Ls  stanch  in 
his  allegiance  to  that  party. 
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ON.  DANIEL  W.  BUCK.  He  of  whom  we 
write  is  (me  (»f  the  men  who  give  dignity  and 
'*^  ^  tone  to  the  community  by  the  honorable  ad- 
vantage of  their  age.  He  is  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  and  his  career  has  been  closely  as;six'iated 
with  that  of  the  ca[)ital  city  since  its  location,  he 
having  settled  here  in  October,  1848.  He  Ls  the 
proprietor  of  Buck's  furniture  and  undertaking 
r(^K)nis  at  the  corner  of  Washington  and  Ionia 
Streets,  a  building  that  is  conspicuous,  not  only  in 
in  the  city,  ])Ut  it  is  known  throughout  Centi-al 
Michigan  as  one  of  the  li nest  in  this  portion  of  the 
Stiite. 

Mr.  Buck  was  lM)rn  in  the  town  of  Lansing,  N.  Y., 
April    21.1828.      He   is    the  son  of   Daniel   Buck, 
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7h6  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  county 
there  our  subject  attained  to  manhood,  remain- 
n  his  native  county  until  1843,  and  then  re- 
?d  to  Ithica,  Tompkins  County,  and  there  he 
ed  the  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker.  After  be- 
ng  proficient  in  liis  chosen  profession  he  came 
[ichigan  and  settled  in  I^nsing,  locating  in 
less  for  himself  in  1848.  His  place  of  business 
where  the  City  National  l^nk  now  stands  and 
lat  time  it  was  in  the  midst  of  the  woods, 
e  were  only  a  few  families  here,  the  population 
)ld  not  counting  probably  two  hundred  and 
The  subject  that  the  i)eople  were  at  that 
most  intereste<l  in  was  the  cutting  out  of 
s,  which  wjis  no  small  task  as  the  country  was 
?ly  wooded  and  dynamite  had  not  been  dis- 
red  by  which  the  stumps  and  roots  could  be 
from  the  ground.  The  process  of  clearing 
:he  slow  one  of  chopping  and  burning,  and 
idk^ss  did  the  supply  of  wood  seem  to  the 
settlers  that  they  burnt  the  timber  that  they 
lown  most  ruthlessly. 

•.  Buck  first  located  at  the  corner  of  Washing- 
ind  Michigan  Avenues,  at  the  present  time  the 
less  center  of  the  citv.  There  he  remained 
r  years  and  in  1856  came  to  his  present  loca- 
in  order  to  get  more  room,  and  since  chang- 
tie  has  carried  on  his  business  here  ever  since, 
r  the  oldest  firm  in  this  branch  of  business  in 
:ity  by  many  yeai-s.  Public  spirited  and  in- 
ted  in  the  growth  of  the  town  the  gentleman 
lom  we  write  allowed  no  opportunity  to  pass 
lich  he  could  l)v  word  or  deed  help  in  the  up- 
ing  of  the  place.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
inent  agitatoi*s  in  the  subject  of  erecting  an 
i-house,  contributing  largely  to  the  amount 
red  from  his  own  resources.  Outride  of  this 
IS  given  his  exclusive  attention  to  his  business. 
'.  Buck  was  elected  Mayor  of  the  citv  in  the 
g  of  1874  and  re-elected  in  1875  and  again 
i86.  Before  that  he  had  been  a  meml)er  of 
'ouncil  and  one  of  the  aggressive  sort,  never 
vard  in  suggesting  or  taking  advantage  of 
appeared  to  be  of  benefit  to  the  city.  He  is 
imber  of  the  Masonic  order,  Lansing  Com- 
lery  No.  25,  and  Lodge  No.  33.  Although 
>f   the  most  prominent  men  of  the  city  and 


deservedly  popular,  he  is  naturally  modest  and 
retiring,  loth  to  accept  ofl&ce  when  it  can  be  avoided, 
that  is  to  sav,  when  there  is  some  one  else  who  is 
loyal  to  the  interests  of  the  municipality  who  is  eli- 
gible to  the  position. 

May  11,  1863,  Mr.  Buck  married  Miss  Nancy  M. 
Russell,  of  Crown  Point,  Essex  County,  N.  Y. 
This  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  five 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living  and  have  risen  to 
call  their  parents  blessed.  They  are  by  name, 
Mayton  J.,  Florence  A.,  Mary  E.,  Bailey  M.  and 
Martha  E.  Mr.  Buck  leaves  the  management  of 
his  business  almost  entirely  with  his  8ons,M.  J.  and 
B.  M.  Buck.  The  daughters  are  still  at  home  and 
draw  alK)ut  them  a  delightful  social  circle.  In 
1890  Mr.  Buck  modernized  his  business  place  by 
putting  a  fine  new  store  front.  He  also  introduced 
an  elevator  with  other  modern  conveniences,  Po- 
liticall}'  he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  principles 
of  the  Democratic  party  and  influential  in  its 
councils  in  this  part  of  the  State. 


^>-^^-<^ 


WIUDGE  WILLIAM  H.  PINCKNEY.  The 
gentleman  whose  name  is  quoted  above  and 
whose  portrait  is  shown  on  the  opposite 
page  is  numbered  among  the  oldest  attor- 
neys in  the  city  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  he 
having  located  here  in  1850.  He  was  born  in  the 
township  of  White  Plains,  Westchester  County,  N. 
Y.,  March  18,  1822.  A  believer  in  astrology 
would  tell  us  that  our  subject's  career  has  been 
presided  over  by  the  same  planetary  influences  tliat 
were  in  the  ascendant  at  the  time  of  his  birth  and 
that  have  led  the  history  of  our  country  from  a 
time  of  peace,  though  commercial  struggles 
through  the  tempests  of  war,  to  unparalleled  pros- 
perity. We  Ciin  only  hope  that  the  parallel  will 
be  continued  and  that  Judge  IMnckney's  honor- 
able position  may  be  characterized  in  the  same 
wa^'  and  proportion  in  which  our  Government 
has  grown. 

Judge  Pinckney  is  the  son  of  James  and  Esther 
(Grifl3n)  Pinckney,  who  wx»re  fai-mers  by    occupa- 
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tion  and  callintf.  They  moved  to  Cayuga  County 
in  1823,  the  year  following  our  subject's  birth 
jind  there  lie  i>assed  his  !K>yhood.  I  lis  father's 
farm  was  only  thi-ee  and  a  half  miles  from  the 
iH^autifuI  town  of  Aubuni.  Cayuga  County.  N.  V.. 

•  «T?  ft 

which  even  then  had  a  high  reputation  for  it> 
educational  advantages.  There  he  riH,'eived  iiis 
academic  training.  The  father  of  our  subjiH't  had 
nine  Knis  and  two  daughtei-s  and  these  he  allowed 
to  go  to  the  city  and  to  enjoy  such  advantages  as 
were  offered,  provided  they  thought  enough  of 
the  advantages  to  make  an  effort  to  get  through 
the  work  incident  U*  the  farm  and  to  walk  the 
tlistanct*  to  the  academy,  which  was  four  miles. 
The  fact  that  our  subject  never  mis>ed  a  day  and 
was  never  tardy  at  schm)l  shows  that  he  was  indeed 
anxious  to  acquire  an  education.  lie  had  for  a 
classmate  in  his  school  life  here  the  afterward  ctde- 
bi-ated  statesman.  Kostroe  Conkling,  who  like  him- 
self  was  a  student  at  the  Aul)urn  Academy. 

After  finishing  school  Mr.  J^inckney  read  law 
with  Stephen  A.  (ioodwin  for  a  |HMiod  of  four 
veal's.  At  the  expiration  of  thai  time  he  passed  a 
most  creditable  examination  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  before  the  full  bench  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  He  is  still  proud  of  the  record  that  he 
made  in  his  examination.  Dr.  Shank,  an  old 
friend  and  former  schoolmati\  had  located  in  Lan- 
sing and  sent  back  glowint>  accounts  of  the  future 
that    he    felt    wa>    in    sUnv    for    the    infant    citN. 

m 

Therefore  our  subject  decided  to  cast   \\\>  line>  in 

Lansing  and  has  since  first   c(nning    here   pur^ued 

the  practice  of  hi>  profession,  being  at    the  |)resent 

time  the  oldest  attorney  in    practice  who  was    here 

at  that  time.      In     lHr>()   he   was    elected   .ludire    of 

the.  Probate    Court    and    was    re-electiMl    in    !«()(», 

serving  for  eight  years.     Since  that    time  he    wa> 

City  Attorney  for  one  year  and  first  Private  Secre- 
•  •  • 

tarv  to  the  Attornev-(ieneral  of  the  State,  who 
w:is  Jacob  M.  Howard.  lie  also  served  as  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  Stale  Auditors  for  three 
yeai*s.  He  ha>  also  onc<*  Ihmmi  Supervisor  and 
twice  Alderman  of  the  city. 

ft 

At  one  time  oin-  subject  lilled  the  oflice  of 
Recorder  and  was  at  another  Deputy  I'nited  States 
Assessor  for  this  county,  continuing  in  that  po>t 
for  two  years.     For  the  past  ten  years  he  has  been 


Justice  of  the  Peace  and  is  now  employed  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession.     During  the  war  he  wa> 
emph)yed    by    the    (ioverninent    as    enumerator. 
Judge  Pinckney  is  a  memt)er  of  the  Matron ic  order 
of  the  Ionising  Lodge  i»f  .Strict  ( )b8er vaiice.  No.  6fi. 
Our  subject's  donu^tic  life  l»egau  with  his  mar- 
riai>:e  with  Mis>  Maria  B.  Comstot*k,  a  native  of  hi> 
Imyhood    home.     Their    nuptials   weiv  celebrated 
January  17,  \Hi\l.     Mi*s.   Piucknev    ha.*i   prej<ented 
her  hu>band  with  three  s<ms  who  have  grown   up 
to  be  prominent  young  men,  and  <me   daughter,  a 
highly  estimable  lady  who  now  has  a  home  of  her  . 
own.     The  eldest  son  is  Charles  S.,  of    Charlotte. 
Mich.     Following  him  comes  Fred   C.,  then   Je-^se 
M.     The  daughter  Nora  A.,  is  now  Mrs.  Fi"arv.  of 
Medina.  N.  V.     She  has  two  sons,  William   A.  and 
Fay. 


/ 
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C.  (  ASTKKLIN.  The  divine  s^park  in  man 
i>  at  no  time  so  apparent  a**  in  one  who,  in 
early  life,  lacking  the  prej^tige  that  fortune 
gives  and  the  advant^iges  and  tasters  that  fortune 
can  fo>ter,  rises  above  the  l>arriei*s  that  stop  the 
WAV  and  with  a  will  to  become  as  gre^it  as  is  in  the 
power  of  the  man  to  \h\  he  set**  his  nmrk  high, 
and  in  the  loundness  of  his  iHMng  is  reflected  the 
power  of  the  Omnipotent;  as  Durzhaven  expres>es 
it:  -^But  riiy  presence  shines  in  me  a**  shines  the 
sunbeam  in  a  drop  of  dew."  Our  .sid)jtH't  inni) 
earliest  childhood  wa>  thrown  up<m  his  own  n*- 
sourcesand  the  fiber  that  he,Jiswell  as  his  brothers, 
was  made  of  is  >liown  by  the  fact  that  they 
earned  their  own  way. and  not  only  supplied  theni- 
M'lves  with  the  necessities  of  life,  but  .sanctitied 
Iheir  intelligenei'  by  also  ac(pnring  excellent  edu- 
eation>. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  .Seneca  County,  N.  Y.. 
OcIoIhm- 21.  IH.'>(I.  He  is  a  son  of  Charles  .S.  and 
Harriet  F.  (Lyon)  (asterlin.  natives  of  New  Jer- 
sey. Of  a  family  of  nine  childivn.  he  of  whom 
we  write  was  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth.  All 
of  the  children  obtained  good  educations  by  their 
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own  exertions,  four  of  them  graduating  at  Ovid, 
N.  Y.,  at  the  East  Genesee  Conference  Seminary, 
and  five  afterward  becoming  teachci*s.  He  of 
whom  we  write  was  but  sixteen  yeai*s  of  age  when 
he  began  the  business  of  teaching,  which  calling 
he  followed  six  vears,  after  which  he  came  to 
Michigan,  locating  in  Clare  County.  His  worth 
soon  made  itself  felt  in  the  community,  and  lii> 
ability  as  a  man  and  scholar  was  apparent.  He 
was  elected  Registrar  of  Deeds,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  the  county  for  two  terms.  The  succeed- 
ing two  terms  he  filled  the  office  of  County  Clerk, 
and  in  1875  ^as  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  was 
Prosecuting  Attorney  for  one  term. 

Mr.  Casterlin  has  filled  most  of  the  local  offices, 
having  served  as  Supervisor,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Alderman,  Assessor,  and  in  other  minor  offices.  In 
1880  he  was  candidate  for  the  State  legislature  on 
the  Democratic  ticket,  and  with  a  Republican  ma- 
jority of  over  eight  hundred  in  the  district,  he 
came'  within  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  l)eing 
elected,  a  fact  that  in  itself  must  be  gratifying  to 
any  man  with  an  ambition  for  public  life,  for  the 
conditions  of  this  failure  foretell  future  success 
Had  it  been  left  to  his  own  county  he  would  have 
have  been  elected  to  the  Legislature,  but  in  an  ad- 
Joining  county  he  was  less  well  known,  and  hence 
the  defeat.  Although  his  township  and  village 
wei-e  both  largely  Republican,  he  was  never  de- 
feated in  them  when  a  candidate  for  office. 

Feeling  that  it  is  not  good  for  man  to  be  alone, 
our  subject  took  unto  himself  a  wife  and  compan- 
ion. Their  marriage  was  solemnized  December  28, 
1875,  the  bride  being  Miss  llattie  W.  Kittredge, 
the  only  daughter  of  Rev.  Ilosea  and  Mary  B. 
(Daggett)  Kittredge.  She  was  born  at  Palmyra, 
N.  Y.,  December  12,  1860.  Her  father  was  a  na- 
tive of  Muir,  and  her  mother  of  Palmyra,  N.  Y. 
The  original  of  our  sketch  has  not  only  made 
the  struggle  of  life  successfully  for  himself,  but 
has  been  instrumental  in  helping  the  younger 
members  of  his  family  to  good  and  profitable  posi- 
tions. 

In  1881  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  re- 
moved to  Mason,  and  since  that  time  he  has  not 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He 
owns  property  in  various  parts  of  this  and   other 


States,  and  his  care  of  this  occupies  the  greater 
portion  of  his  time  and  attention.  Three  children 
have  come  to  bless  the  union  of  Mr.  Casterlin  and 
his  amiable  and  attractive  wife.  They  are  C.  Gay, 
Earl  H.  and  Don  M.  D.  The  eldest  child  was 
born  February  10,  1877,  at  Farwell,  Clare  County, 
this  State.  JIarl  H.  was  born  May  31,  1884,  in 
Mason,  and  Don  made  liis  advent  into  the  world 
March  4,  1888.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  his  i)olitical  preference,  and  lias  ever  taken 
an  active  interest  in  local  politics  as  well  as  hav- 
ing watched  attentively  and  thoughtfully  the  trend 
of  national  political  life.  He  has  been  appointed 
Chairman  of  the  Democratic  County  Committee, 
which  place  he  has  filled  for  the  last  six  years,  and 
has  dignified  the  chair  by  the  manliness  and  intel- 
ligence brought  to  bear  upon  the  question  of  State 
government.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to  nearly  all 
of  the  important  Democratic  conventions.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  various  secret  societies,  especially 
those  that  purport  to  be  for  the  fellowship  and  aid 
of  men.  Mr.  Ctisterlin  is  a  man  who  is  well  and 
favorably  known  throughout  the  State,  a  man  of 
position  and  affaii-s. 


Ill  »  hi  I  h^Aiffcii— p 
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ENJAMIN  F.  SIMONS,  is  an  old  and  prom- 
inent dry -goods  man  of  Lansing,  Inghim 
1;  County,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in 
business  for  himself  since  1860.  He  was 
born  in  Canada,  December  30,  1838,  and  is  a  son 
of  Anson  and  Lavina  (McMillan)  Simons,  who 
came  to  Michigan  when  our  subject  was  still  an  in- 
fant. They  first  se.ttled  at  Lexington,  on  Lake 
Huron,  moving  to  lousing  when  the  capital  was 
first  located  here,  about  1848.  Thus  it  mav  be 
seen  that  the  interests  of  him  of  whom  we  write 
naturally  cluster  about  the  place  with  which  from 
early  youth  his  pleasantest  a^sociations  have  been 
connected. 

Anson  Simons  was  by  trade  a  carder  and  cloth- 
dresser  and  on  coming  to  Lansing  built  a  factory 
here.  He  i)urchased  and  added  to  the  land  ])re- 
viously    owned    by   Joseph    Kilbourne.     He    con- 
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tiniUMl  in  that  business  for  two  years  and  then 
moved  ujion  a  farm  in  ShiawjisstH»  County,  hut 
afterward  removed  to  Kansiis  at  a  time  when  tliat 
State  promised  so  niueli  in  an  a^rieultural  t\\u\ 
stm*k-raisintf  dir€»eliun.  lie,  however,  returne<l  to 
l^nsinur  and  made  his  liome  with  our  subject  until 
his  decease,  which  occurivd  (>ctolK»r  7.  1H67.  Tlie 
motlier  lived    until  February  1,  188(J.     Thev  were 

ft  tt 

ori«:inalIy  meml»ei's  of  the  Baptis^t  Church,  but  dur- 
ing their  latter  veai-s  united  with  the  Methodist 
Kpi8copal  Church. 

Mi's.  Lavina  Sinums,  the  inother  of  our  subjint. 
was  lK)rn  in  Westminister.  Cana(hi  West,  in  IH(M>. 
and  came  of  sturdy,  rutfifed  Scotch  stock.  Her 
father.  Archibald  McMillan,  was  the  orijrinal  settler 
in  the  place  where  his  dauj^hter  was  born.  Tlic 
dantifers  of  the  frontier  at  that  time  were  almost 
overwlielming  and  Mi-s.  Simons  has  left  in  her  own 
handwriting  to  her  son  a  narrative  in  quaint  >{y\v 
of  the  family  tleeinjy:  to  the  woods  to  avoid  tlu' 
Indians  durins;  the  War  of  1^<12.  In  1H27  she  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Anson  Sim<>n>.  of  New 
York,  and  in  1840  moved  with  him  and  her  llttU 
family  to  Ix^xington.  Mich,  she  was  the  mother 
of  nine  children.  st»ven  son>  and  two  daughters. 
and  although  her  |M>sition  in  life  compelied  her  to 
bmve  many  hard  experiences  and  to  familiarize 
hei*self  with  the  hard  work  that  was  necessarv  in 
pioneer  days,  there  was  a  native  dignity  about  Iht 
that  elevated  every  act  of  her  daily  lit*-.  Slic  wa> 
hitrhly  esteemed  by  all  who  knt-w  her. 

•  •  • 

Our  subject  commenced  his  mercantile  life  in 
\Hi')i),  at  which  time  he  left  his  home  and  engaged 
in  the  employ  of  a  man  who  was  tlii'  owner  of  a 
>tore  and  was  also  inten'sted  in  various  other  f»usi- 
ness.  For  sevi^i  years  he  was  connected  with  him 
as  clerk.  In  IHVA)  he  eni^faged  in  the  ijfrocery 
trade.  He  continued  to  1h*  thus  emph>yed  for  two 
years  and  then  sold  out  his  interest  and  went  into 
the  drv-ifoods  business  and  has  thus  continued 
ever  since,  now  being  the  oldest  dry-goods  mer- 
chant in  the  city, — that  is,  one  who  has  been  con- 
tinuously  in  business.  lie  has  accpiired  a  reputation 
for  the  gr(»atest  integrity  in  busines>  matter>  and 
is  one  of  the  most  prominent  men.  His  store  is 
one  of  the  tinest  iti  the  cilv  and  evinces  the  en- 
iM'gy  that  its  owner  has  brought  to  bear  in  his  busi- 


ness relations.  It  has  a  frontage*  of  twenty-two 
fiH»t  and  is  <me  luindi'ed  feet  deep,  haviug  thiw 
rt<M>i>.  This  edifice  was  erected  in  1866  and  he  ha:* 
]>een  continuously  in  busine.st<  here  since  that  time. 
His  st(»re  is  filled  with  a  finelv-s»eleeted  stock  of 
dry-goods  and  so  great  is  the  taste  of  Mr.  Simons 
that  his  windows  are  ever  notable  for  the  l)eautiful 
display  of  rich  fabrics  there  found. 

Although   Mr.  Simons  casts  his  vote   with   tin* 
Republican  party,  he  has  never  Ixhmi  actively  inter- 
ested in  politic,  leaving  wiiv-puUing  to  men  who 
can  afford  to  neglect  their  own  individual  affair^>  in 
the  ho])e>  of  securing  emoluments  from  the  (Gov- 
ern men  I.      NovemlHM*  7,  1867,  our  .»*ubject  was  mar- 
ried   to    MisN    Adciina    Jennison,   a    daughter  of 
William  .lennison,  of  Kagle.  Clinton  County,  thi;* 
St^ite.      The    father    was   a    pioneer   of  the    State. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Simons  are   the   parents  of  six   chiU 
di-en    who   are  as  follows:   Benjamin  F.  Jr.,  who  i> 
engaged    with    his  father  in  the    store;  Ida,  I^na. 
lliMtha,  Jessi*  and  Howard. 


»-•- 


^^!^*3l 


rct) 


OlIN  1).  liFFVFS.  The  ranks  of  the  pii>- 
ui'{'v>  of  Ini>:ham  County  aix*  l>eiK>mina; 
>inalU'r  witii  each  passintr  vear,  for  althousrh 
tlic\  ha VI'  subdued  forests  and  converted 
vast  tracts  of  uncultivated  land  into  fields  of  wav- 
ing i»rain  and  blushing  fruits,  yet  Death  i>  a  fm* 
against  wiiom  they  have  no  wea|H»n  of  d€*fens<'. 
Among  the  few  who  still  survive  to  enjoy  the  iv- 
sult  of  former  yeai>  of  toil  is  tlie  gentleman  wIk»sc» 
name  introduces  this  biographical  notice.  lie  was 
lM)rn  Autiu>t  25,  1814,  in  Minisink, Orange  County. 
N.  v..  and  is  the  son  of  Howell  and  KlizaU'th 
(Wood)  Keeves.  alM>  natives  of  the  c<»unty  in 
which  their  >on  was  born. 

I  ntil  he  wa-i  >evrnteen  years  old  our  subject  iv- 
niaincd  under  the  parental  r<K)f.  iHH'oniing  thor- 
oughly ac(|uaiiited  with  the  various  details  of  farm 
life.  In  \h:V2  he  wiMit  to  tlu*  home  of  a  brother- 
in-law,  Benjamin  Horton,  with  whom  he  .<ojourned 
about  six  months,  aiding  in  the  work  of  tillino-the 
soil  and  haivesting    the    grain.     Next    he  clerked 
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for  a  brotlier,  C'liarleti  W.,  in  Wet^t  Town,  N.  Y,,  for 
nearly  two  veai*s*  anfl  in  this  wav  lK?c*ame  familiar 
with  l)UMnes{*  tran!««etions.  Peoj^le  were  at  tliat 
time  l)eginnin<»  in  hirafe  ]lnnll)el•^^  to  emigrate  to 
tlie  Wesit,  .^eekinof  in  a  newly  j4(»ttled  eountry  an 
opportunity  to  beeome  independent.  It  was*  there 
fore  natuml  tliat  the  attention  of  onr  subject  was 
directed  toward  tlie  new  States  and  tliat  he  deter- 
mined to  eonie  West. 

In  company  with  Harvey  Hill,  Mr.  Reeves  pro 
i*eeded  westward  in  New  York  State  and  for  a  time 
engaged  in  making  force  pumps  for  mills;  when  he 
had  completed  this,  he  returned  U)  his  home  via  the 
Erie  Canal  to  Troy,  N.  V.,  thence  down  the  Hud- 
suni  to  Newburgli.  lie  remained  on  the  old  home- 
>tead  until  SepU.MnlK»r,  183<),  cultivating  tlie  farm. 
During  the  previous  February  ins  brother  James 
had  started  West  with  horsi^s  and  sleigh  and  had 
gone  to  Lima,  Mich.  S)on  afterward  another 
brother,  (jeorge,  followed  with  his  family,  going  by 
way  of  Krie  Canal  and  the  lakes  to  Lima.  In  Sep- 
t**ral>erthe  fatiier  of  our  subject  gave  iiim  alH>ut  ♦80(i 
and  a<lvised  him  to  go  to  Michigan  and  invest  iiis 
nionev  in  l«nds.     This  he  decided  to  do. 

(ioing  to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Reeves  boardecl  a 
iranal  l)oat,  paying  one  and  one-half  cents  \k*v  mile 
fai'e  to  Buffalo,  and  from  there  *8  to  Detroit  by 
lK>at.  At  Detroit  he  took  passage  in  a  stage  coacii 
for  Ann  ArlH>r.  The  roads  iK'ing  very  muddy  and 
almost  impassable,  he  was  compelled  to  walk  the 
most  of  the  first  ten  miles  of  the  journey,  and  also 
aided  in  getting  the  wheels  out  of  ruts  wiiich  fre- 
quently hindered  progress.  On  the  third  dny  out 
from  Detroit  the  coach  reached  Lima,  and  Mr. 
Reeves,  having  secured  gold  in  Detroit  with  which 
to  pay  for  land,  immediately  set  out  in  search  of  a 
favorable  location,  (ioing  nortii  alM)ut  four  miles 
he  came  to  where  Henry  Warner  now  resides; 
from  there  he  proceeded  northwest  over  a  sparsi'ly 
settled  district  with  only  an  occju^ional  wag(m  track 
to  direct  the  traveler.  A  man  named  Heman 
Low,  who  had  settled  on  the  north  end  of  the  lake. 
dii*ected  oin*  subject  to  n  Mr.  (iregory  on  the  ea>t 
side. 

In  company  with  Mr.  (Gregory  Mr.  Keeves  [)ro- 
ceeded  on  his  inveMigating  tour  and  finally  selected 
a  tract  of  land  in  whnt  is  now    Ingham  Township. 


( 


He  then  hastened  Iwick  to  Lima,  and  taking  his 
f»rother*s  horse  went  to  Detroit  to  enter  his  land, 
this  U'ing  alK)Ut  Noveml)er  17,  18:^6.  The  nego- 
tiotions  l)eing  now  closed  Mr.  Reeves  i)t»gan  to  feel 
iiomesick  and  soon  persuaded  his  brotlier  (ieorge 
to  return  Kast  with  him.  They  started  on  horse- 
back during  the  latter  part  of  NovemlKM*  and  after 
a  tiresome  journey  of  twenty-one  days,  much  of 
<listance  being  traversed  through  Canada,  they 
reached  Orange  County. 

The  brothers  had  lK*en  at  their  old  home  only  a 
few  days  when  their  former  neigh lK>rs  urged  them 
to  return  to  Michigan  and  take  up  lands  for  them. 
Our  subject  agreed  to  go  if  the  |>eople  would  make 
up  J|58,0(H)  and  would  pay  hiin  ♦!()  for  every  eighty 
acres  taken,  expenses  included.  Satisfactory  ar- 
rangements having  f>een  made,  he  proc»eeded  West 
with  his  brother  andalnnit  ^(),r)(>0.  Nineteen  days 
after  they  started  out  tiiey  reached  Lima,  it  l)eing 
then  almut  the  22d  of  February.  On  the  4th  of 
March  following  Mr.  Reeves  started  out  on  hoi-se- 
back  to  look  up  land.  .Vs  In^fore  he  went  to  the 
iiome  of  Heman  Low  and  succeeded  in  getting  his 
company  on  a  tour  of  inquiry. 

The  two  irentlemen  had  "one  only  a  short  dis- 
tance  when  they  stepjH'd  on  a  large  log,  from  the 
opposite  si<le  of  which  a  good-sized  bear  jumi^Ml 
out.  Bruin,  however,  did  not  si'em  anxious  to  cul- 
tivate the  acquaintance  of  his  visitors  and  was  soon 
out  of  sight.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day 
they  found  another  man  looking  up  land,  and  Mr. 
Low  urged  Mr.  Reeves  to  hasten  to  Detroit  or  the 
land  would  1k»  taken.  Mr.  Reeves  jumj>ed  on  his 
horse  and  hurried  to  Pinckney,  Livingston  County, 
then  followed  the  base  line  to  North ville.  It  was 
not  lonir  lK»fore  he  arrived  in  Detroit  and  with  tiie 
gold  purchase  money,  he  hastened  to  the  land  of- 
fice and  took  up  the  land.  As  he  turned  to  leave 
the  office  he  met  the  man  whi»ra  he  ha<l  seen  in  the 
woods,  and  the  stranger  at  once  inquired  how  Mr. 
Reeves  reached  Detroit  sosium.  Mr.  Reeves  replied 
thai  he  "took  across  lots." 

On  .\pril  8.  of  the  same  year.  Mr.  Reeves  starte<l 
for  the  Ionia  district  to  take  up  other  lands,  being 
accompanied  by  Dr.  Hallock.  Reaching  .Mason  hr 
remained  for  three  days  with  Mr.  Blaine,  spending 
one   day    with    Anson    .lackson.    the    surveyor,    in 
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looking  up  land.  The  nights  were  passed  upon 
the  floor  of  the  cabin  witli  tfonie  ten  or  fifteen  men 
all  of  wliom  were  evidently  would-be-buyers.  On 
the  morning  of  tlie  fourth  day  Mr.  Reeves  started 
bv  trail  for  Icniia  and  when  they  were  near  Okenios 
they  found  the  Indians  making  sugar.  Tpon 
reaching  the  river  they  had  to  tear  down  a  wigwam 
which  was  made  of  poles  and  Iwirk,  and  convert  it 
into  a  raft  on  whicli  tliev  crossed  in  safclv. 

Next  Mr.  Reeves  t<x>k  the  trail  to  Pine  Lake, 
where  they  remained  all  night  with  two  men  in  a 
shanty.  Tlience  they  prcx*eeded  to  DcWitt  atid 
from  there  followed  a  wagon-track  to  Portland. 
When  they  came  to  the  numth  of  ALnple  River, 
there  was  no  way  to  cross,  so  going  back  a  half 
mile  they  noticed  a  house  on  the  opposite  side  and 
a  man  with  a  canoe,  whom  thev  called  over  and 
who  took  them  past  the  mouth  of  the  river.  From 
there  they  went  to  Ionia  where  as  yet  few  ])eople 
ha<l  l<x»iited.  On  the  return  trij)  they  pursued  the 
same  course,  and  staving  one  niirht  with  the  men 
in  the  cabin  were  advised  by  them  not  to  go 
to  the  river  for  fear  of  the  ludinn.s.  Acting  upon 
their  advice  th<'V  took  a  trail  cast  toward  Ilowcll. 
After  traveling  all  dav  thev  built  a  lire  at  niufhl  to 
keej)  off  the  wolves  \Nho  kci)t  uj)  a  frightful  liowl- 
inir  duriuif  the  entire  niirhl.  Karlv  the  next  uiorniuir 
after  a  night  of  sleeplessness,  lluv  coninienccd  their 
journey  anew  and  about  noon  came  to  a  tamarack 
swamp,  which  they  had  to  penetrate.  After  reaeli- 
iui;  Portland  thev  proceeded  toward  Liuia,  beinu: 
then  (luite  hunicrv.  Soon  thev  met  two  men  with 
guns  out  hunting.  Mr.  Reeves  remarked  to  them, 
•^I)o  von  know  this  is  Sundav?"  But  thev  answered, 
"Then'  is  no  Sunday  here." 

I'pon  in<iuii'ing  for  soniething  to  eat  thev  were 
told  to  follow  the  trail,  wliieh  thev  did,  findinir  a 
short  distance  away  a  <*al>iu  and  lluMi'  pioeuriiiii* 
what  Mr.  Ret'ves  declare^  was  the  be>t  meal  he  ever 
ate.  In  Lima.  Mr.  Reeve>  staid  about  two  months 
and  then  started  f()r  Oranire  Count  v,  N.  V.,  bv  the 
lakes,  canal  and  the  Ilinlson  River.  lie  staid  in 
his  father's  home  until  October,  when  he  returned 
to  Michigan  and  sojoin'n<*d  with  his  brother  James 
all  winter,  the  victim  of  ague,  thcMi  very  prevalent 
in  that  newly  settled  country. 

George,  the  brother  of  Mr.  Reeves,  had  removed 


to  Pinckney,  and  in  the  spring  of  the  following 
year  our  subject  went  to  that  town  and  engaged 
as  clerk  for  his  brother.  In  the  meantime  he 
hired  settlers  to  break  his  land  and  Jonathan 
Thomas,  Mr.  liennett  and  old  Mr.  Jacob  Dakan 
sowed  it  in  gniin.  After  some  time  he  went  to 
work  upon  his  land  on  section  36,  Ingham  Town- 
ship, anrl  put  in  crops  upon  the  ten  ac^i-es  which 
had  iK'cn  ploughed,  lie  further  improved  the  e:?- 
tate  by  building  a  log  house,  drawing  the  lumber 
for  tlooring  from  Lnadilla. 

Mr.  Reeves  now  felt  prepared  to  established  a 
home  of  his  own  and  in  1840,  he  was  happily  mar- 
ried to  Julia  Livermore,  and  for  more  than  a  half 
century  this  worthy  couple  have  worked  in  the 
utmost  harmonv  for  their  united  interests.  Seven 
children  came  to  them,  all  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Louisa  A.,  born  Scptcml)er  16,  1841,  married  Ralph 
Muscott;  Oscar  H.,  born  April  16,  1844,  has  never 
married  and  resides  on  section  19,  I^nsing  Town- 
ship, where  his  father  owns  one  hundrt*d  acres  of 
tine  land,  well  improved  with  good  buildings,  etc. 
Oscar  \'.  is  the  Clerk  of  Lansing  Township,  had 
been  Drain  Commissioner  and  School  Inspector 
two  years;  Kmma  L..  born  April  17,  184o,  is  mar- 
ried to  Horace  Whiting  and  resides  in  Eaton 
(  ountv.  Mich.;  Franc  A.  married  llenrv  Stiljion 
and  lives  in  Stockbridi^e,  this  count  v.  The  other 
daughters  an*  Sarah  J.,  Ella  E.  and  Elva  E.,  all  of 
whom  are  single  and  reside  with  their  parents 
ui)on  their  beautiful  farm. 

Mr.  Reeves  bought  his  present  place  in  1869  and 
has  embellished  it  with  its  fine  improvements.     In 
l)olitic.s  he  is  a  Republican    but  will   not  allow  the 
use  of  his  name  for  otiice,  preferring  dome^^^tic  quiet 
to  the  con  fusion  of  piiblic  life,  lie,  however,  was  ap- 
pointed Postmaster  under  (Jen.  W.II.  Harrison  which 
position  he  held  nine  years.  The  office,  now  known 
as  Dansville,  w.as  then  known  as  Ingham  l\>stoflu'e. 
Mrs.  Reeves  and  two  daughtei's  are  the  nieml»ersof 
the   family   belonging   to    the    Fiv»t  Pi-e^iibvt^rian 
Chinch  of  Lansing,  and    arc  honored  meinl>ers  of 
the    best    social    circles   of   the   communitv.     Mr. 
Reeves,  who  is  now  in  the  twilight  of  a  well-spent 
life,  can  look  back  upon  a  past  of  hard  lalx)r.  which 
has  been  cheered  by  the    loving  companionship  of 
his  wife  and   the   devotion   of   his  children.     He 
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well  deserves  the  comforts  which  surround  his 
later  years,  and  there  is  no  one  who  speaks  of  him 
and  what  he  has  accomplished  for  this  section  of 
country,  without  feeling  tliat  among  all  the  ven- 
ei-ated  pioneers  of  the  county,  none  are  more 
worthy  of  reverence  an<l  t^steem  than  he.  It  is 
the  wish  of  his  many  friends  that  he  and  his  good 
wife  may  Ik»  spared  for  many  ^'eai-s  to  enjoy  a 
peaceful  closing  to  their  woll-s|)ent  lives. 


c^ 


X 


ARON  T.  INCiALLS.  Some  of  the  most 
thorough  and  efficient  agriculturist.**  of 
Michigan  are  among  tiiose  who  have  de- 
voted themselves  quite  exclusively  to  the 
breeding  of  good  and  su|)erior  gi*ades  of  hoi'ses 
and  i*attle.  and  they  are  rapidly  making  Michigan 
headcjuartei-s  for  business  of  thi>  kind  and  gaining 
a  Imputation  for  her  in  the  nuirts  of  tiie  world.  The 
gentleman  of  wlumi  we  write  makes  a  specialty  of 
breeding  trotting  hoi-ses  and  roadsters  and  resides 
on  section  9,  Leslie  Township. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  liergen,  (iencsee  County, 
N.  v.,  April  5.  1H3(),  l)eing  directly  descended 
from  Benjamin  and  Malina  (Humphrey)  Ingalls. 
The  father  was  l)orn  in  the  (ireen  Mountain  State, 
and  the  mother  tii-st  saw  the  light  in  Lima,  Living- 
ston County,  N.  Y.,  and  tiiere  made  her  home  until 
her  marriage  to  the  father  of  our  subject.  They 
lived  for  !*ome  time  at  Bergen,  hut  afU'rward  re- 
turned to  Lima,  whence  they  removed  to  Pembroke, 
(4enesee  Countv.  there  thev  made  their  home  until 
their  i*emoval  in  1840  to  Michigan.  Cpcm  reach- 
ing the  Wolverine  State,  they  made  their  home 
tirst  on  a  farm  in  Colum))ia  Township,  .Jackson 
County,  and  afterward  removed  to  Onondago 
Township,  Ingham  County.  They  came  to  this 
county  in  the  year  IHoO,  and  the  motiier  passed 
away  here,  about  the  year  185').  having  completed 
a  half  century  of  noble  and  virtuous  life.  The 
father  now  makes  his  home  with  bis  >on  Aaron, 
with  whom  he  has  resided  for  many  years.  \\c  has 
followed  farming  all   his  life  and  is  now  eighty- 


seven  yeai's  of  age.  His  early  political  views 
led  him  into  the  Whig  i)arty  but  he  is  now 
a  Republican.  He  is  a  meml)er  of  the  Baptist 
Church  of  which  his  wife  was  also  an  earnest  and 
active  member.  Their  nine  children  were  named 
Fitch.  Sophronia,  Aaron  T.,  Benjamin,  Francis, 
Lucinda,  Susan,  James  and  William. 

The  subject  of  this  sketc*h  had  his  early  training 
\\\)on  the  farm  and  in  the  district  schools  of  (rene- 
see  County,  N.  Y.  When  eleven  yeai>  of  age  he 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  working  out  for  wage^ 
during  the  summer  and  in  the  winter  working  for 
his  l)oard  and  going  to  sc»hool.  1  le  was  some  twenty- 
two  veal's  old  when  he  came  in  lHr)2.  to  Michigan, 
and  after  s|)ending  two  years  ufK)n  the  farm  m 
Columbia  Township,  .Iack*«on  County,  he  sold  it 
and  l>ought  property  in  Onondaga  Townshiji 
Ingham  Countv.  I^ter  he  disposed  of  that  proj)- 
erty  and  for  several  years  speculated  in  land  and 
also  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Ix?slie, 
l)esides  managing  the  lA»slie  Hotel  for  some  three 
vears. 

• 

Desiring  to  live  a  more  retired  life  he  exchanged 
his  hotel  for  a  portion  of  his  present  farm  and  set- 
tled down  to  a  life  of  a  farmer.  He  has  added  t-o 
his  acreage  from  time  to  time  and  now  has  two 
hundred  and  fortv-ttve  acres  on  sections  8  and  9, 
most  of  which  is  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  It 
is  now  several  vears  since  he  has  <levotcd  himself 
largely  to  the  breeding  and  developing  of  fine  road- 
sters, and  trotting  horses,  and  he  keeixs  al)out 
forty  head  of  horses  upon  his  place  all  the  time.  He 
is  also  raising  thoroughbred  Jei*sey  cattle,  and  has 
one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  in  l^slie  Townshij) 
ui)on  which  he  has  placed  excellent  buildings  and 
all  the  ai'commodations  for  the  comfort  of  l)Oth  his 
familv  and  his  stock. 

ft' 

Mr.  Ingalls  started  out  in  life  with  no  capital  ex- 
cept a  willing  heart,  stnmg  hands,  and  a  thorough 
determinaticm  to  achieve  success,  and  he  ha.s  will- 
ingly endured  hardships  and  hard  work,  and  has 
never  shrunk  from  any  difficulties  which  have  Ikhmi 
l>resented  t(»  him.  Besides  his  farming  jxissessions 
he  is  a  sUx'kholder  in  the  People's  l^nk  at  Leslie, 
and  also  has  stock  in  the  People's  Saving  Bank  at 
Masf>n.  His  political  views  are  such  as  will  \w 
found    in    the    platform    and   declarations  of   tin* 
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Republican  party,  upon  whose  ticket  he  has  been 
raised  to  several  of  the  minor  township  offices. 
He  is  a  Free  and  Accepted  Ma8<.)n  of  the  Royal 
Arch  Degree. 

In  1852  this  gentleman  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  A.  l^lton,  of  Alabama,  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.  She  was  a  native  of  that  place  and 
a  daughter  of  Abram  and  Marinda  ((iriswold)  Bol- 
ton. Her  married  life  was  brief,  as  she  was  called 
from  earth  in  1855,  passing  away  in  Onondaga 
Township,  Ingham  County.  The  jiresent  Mrs. 
Ingalls  is  a  daughter  of  Elon  and  Angeline  Annis 
and  she  bec*ame  the  wife  of  Mr.  Ingalls  in  May, 
1861.  Our  subject  had  no  children  by  his  first 
marriage,  but  by  his  second  union  ha^  three  chil- 
dren, Emma,  Minnie,  and  Aarim  T.,  Jr.  Leslie 
postofiice  is  the  address  of  this  st.ock-breeder  who 
stands  well  in  Ijoth  agricultural  and  commercial 
circles  as  all  will  attest  who  have  had  any  deal- 
ings  with  him. 


Cm) 


SRAEL  GlLLErr.     When  the  earlv  settlei-s  of 


any  citv  have  lK»en  men  of  character  and  abil- 
1.  ity — men  who  respected  themselves  and  the 
laws  of  Cfod  and  man — and  wlio  were  ins|)in»d 
with  a  noble  ambiticm  to  provide  for  tlicir  child- 
ren and  their  children's  ciiildren.  we  injiv  be  sure 

ft 

tliat  a  grand  foundation  has  been  laid  lor  the  up- 
building of  that  citv.  Such  a  foundation  was  sriven 
to  i^ansing,  Ingliam  Coiinty,  by  tiie  coming  hither 
of  such  men  as  Israel  Oillett,  who  has  made  his 
home  in  tliis  city  since  November  10,  1852,  thus 
ranking  as  junong  tlie  oldest  settlers  here. 

This  successful  aichitcet  and  mechanic,  whose 
olllce  may  be  found  at  No.  101  W.  Michiiifan  Ave., 
wa.s  born  at  Crown  Point,  Ks^ex  ('ounty,  N.  V., 
March  4,  1827.  His  honored  parents,  Israel  (lil- 
lett,  Sr.,  and  Susan  (Bailey)  (iillctt,  were  New 
Yorkers  by  birtii.  Tiie  fatiier  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  The  first  twenty-four  years  of  our 
subject's  life  were  spent  on  his  father's  farm  and 
there  he  received  his  education  and  worked  in  a 
factory  as  machinist  and  later  on  was  set  to  learn- 


ing the  jeweler's  trade.  Upon  starting  out  for 
himself  he  came  to  I^nsing  and  opened  a  jewelry 
establishment  here  on  Wa.shington  Avenue,  in  which 
he  continued  for  sixteen  years,  being  the  second 
man  here  to  open  a  shop  of  that  kind.  After  one 
year  he  bought  out  his  only  rival  in  the  trade  and 
for  seven  years  was  the  only  jeweler  in  Lansing. 

In  lh{()8-t)t>  Mr.  (iillett  sold  out  his  businei^s  and 
entered  upon  architectural  work  and  the  handling 
of  real  estate,  mostly  for  himself.  He  also  built 
and  sold  houses  and  carried  on  tH)ntracting  and 
building  for  others  and  has  continued  in  the  archi- 
tectural line  up  to  the  present  time,  and  still  super- 
intends the  completion  of  certain  special  contracts, 
although  he  is  gradually  closing  out  his  business 
and  retiring  from  active  work. 

Although  interested  in  public  matters  as  an  in- 
telligent man  must  always  Ikj,  Mr.  Gillett  has  never 
cared  to  mingle  actively  in  political  movements. 
I  lis  keen  and  intelligent  interest  in  the  subject  of 
education  and  his  well-known  ability  and  excellent 
judgment  have  for  seven  years  made  him  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Hducation.  As  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  Lodge  No.  (>(),  of  I^nsing  he  has  taken 
the  thirtv-seeond  deii:ree. 

Our  s\ibject  and  his    wife   are    now   the  oldest 
nionilHMs  of  the  Central  Methodist  Episco|)al  Church 
of  this  city,  and  when  that  lx)dy  was  organized  he 
was  one  of  the  Trustees  and  one  of   the  building 
eoniinitlee  ap|)ointed  by  the  Quarterly  Conference 
to  superintend  the  building  of  the  edifice  and  he 
i>  the  only  surviving  member  of   that  committee. 
For  a  nunil>er  of  years  he  has    been    the    Trustee 
and  Steward  of   that  church  and  when   they  sold 
the  old  building  and  put  up  the  new  one  he  was 
again  one  of  the  b\iilding  committee  and  practically 
was  the  superintendent  of  thift  beautiful  structure 
which  cost  ^r)(»,0(K)  and   was   only   completed    in 
IHJM)  with  a   seating  capacity    for   one    thousand 
people.     It  sl^uids  at  the  corner  of  Capitol  Avenue, 
and  Ionia  streets  and  is  an  admirable  building  of 
Ionia  sandstone  and  an  ornament  to  the  city. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  in  1851  united  him 
with  Sarah  K.  Seaman,  daughter  of  liansom  and 
Susan  (Day)  Seaman.  Tiiis  lady  was  born  in  Julv 
31.  18;U  and  her  girlhood's  home  was  Schroon 
Lake,  Essex  County,  N.  Y.,  her  wedding  day  being 
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November  10, 1857.  Their  two  childi^en  are  Charles 
B.  and  Jennie  S.,  the  latter  being  the  wife  of  Willis 
B.  Kirby  of  this  city  and  to  her  has  been  granted 
one  child — Ralph  G, 


j^mMmI. 


<|«{m|m|m|. 


■M-M. 


■i"!"!"!' 


^S^DWIN  H.  PORTER  is  the  son  of  Seth  J. 
Porter,  whose  history  may  be  found  under 
the  combined  biographical  sketch  of  J.  B.  <fe 
E.  H.  Porter,  dealers  in  real-estate,  who  have  a 
large  business  in  the  sale  and  exchange  of  property, 
also  doing  a  large  business  in  insurance,  both  life 
and  accident.  Our  subject  bought  out  the  inter- 
est of  Mr.  N.  B.  Jones,  that  is,  his  local  interests 
in  the  office.  Since  he  has  been  so  interested  he 
has  been  very  successful,  doing  a  large  and  pay- 
ing business,  for  so  great  is  the  confidence  reposed 
in  his  judgment  and  word  by  dealers  in  real-estate 
and  so  reliable  is  he  known  to  !)e  that  his  patron- 
age is  very  large. 

Edwin  H.  Porter  was  born  at  Marcel lus,  Onon- 
daga County,  N.  Y.,  December   16,   1822,  and  in 

1833  went  with  his  parents  to  Kalamazoo.  He  re- 
mained a  short  time  with  his  father  and  grandfather, 
who  had  a  farm  on  the  prairie.  He  procured  it  when 
the  soil  in  that  vicinity  was  virgin,  being  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  in  that  part  of  the  county. 
After  spending  the  winter  with  our  subject,  Seth  J. 
Porter  moved  to  Kalamazoo  where  in  the  spring  of 

1834  he  built  the  first  frame  house,  which  was  then 
an  object  of  pride  in  the  village.  There  he  re 
mained  until  the  following  August  when  his  de- 
cease occurred.  He  was  a  professional  man,  l)eing 
a  skillful  physician  and  among  the  pioneer  settlers 
he  was  regarded  with  the  greatest  affection  and 
confidence.  He  was  the  second  physician  to  come 
into  the  county,  indeed  the  fii-st  of  undoubted  re- 
pute, it  being  questionable  whether  the  one  who 
preceded  him  could  rightfully  claim  the  title. 

After  her  husband's  death  our  subject's  mother 
remained  in  Kalamazoo  until  1837.  She  had 
meantime  married  Horace  Stimpson  of  Rochester, 
N-  Y.  They  then  moved  upon  a  farm  in  Van 
Puren  County  near  Paw  Paw  and  there  remained 


for  several  years.  Finally  they  removed  to 
Allegan  where  Mr.  Stimpson  died.  After  his 
father's  death  our  subject  had  returned  to  his 
childhood's  home  in  the  East  and  remained  with 
friends,  attending  school  until  1839  when  he  came 
to  his  home  with  his  mother.  He  continued  his 
studies  that  year  and  in  the  spring  of  1840  went 
back  to  Kalamazoo  to  go  into  business  for  himself. 
His  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Cynthia  M. 
Haines,  died  in  this  city  in  1888,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five  years. 

Binding  himself  out  in  1 840  to  a  manufacturer 
of  carriages,  our  subject  spent  the  next  five  years 
as  an  apprentice  in  learning  the  carriage-maker's 
trade.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service  he 
carried  on  the  business  for  himself  for  a  couple  of 
ycai-s,  when  he  sold  out  and  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business,  continuing  to  bo  thus  employed  until 
1857.  At  that  time  he  sold  out  his  interests  in 
the  grocery  line  and  became  Assistant  Postmaster. 
His  brother-in-law,  Mr.  James  A.  Walter,  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  i)osition  of  Postmaster. in  Kalamazoo 
and  there  our  subject  remained  until  1862.  He 
then  enlisted  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  and  was 
appointed  First  Lieutenant  and  Commissary  of 
the  regiment,  which  was  the  Fourth  Michigan 
Cavalry.  He  was  mustered  in  July,  1862  and  was 
sent  to  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland.  He 
remained  in  active  service  until  December,  1864, 
and  then  resigned  his  commission  on  account  of 
ill-health.  During  his  service  he  was  a  participant 
in  the  battles  at  Stone  River,  Chattanooga,  Look- 
out Mountain,  Chickamauga  and  was  one  of  the 
beleaguei*s  at  the  siege  of  Atlanta. 

After  his  return  Mr.  Porter  again  went  into  public 
service,  being  appointed  Quartmaster  on  the  staff  of 
the  Provost  Mai-shal  and  remained  in  the  position 
until  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  war  were  closed 
up.  In  1866  he  was  appointed  to  a  clerkship  in 
the  State  Land  Office  and  served  in  that  capacity 
until  July  when  ho  was  appointed  as  Deputy  Com- 
missioner of  the  Land  Office  under  Gen.  Pritchard, 
which  office  he  retained  until  1871.  At  the  date 
above  mentioned  he  went  into  the  Auditor-Gen- 
eral's office  and  there  remained  for  twenty  yeai-s, 
but  this  spring  the  change  in  the  Government  in 
which  the  Democrats  took  the  lead,  was  disastrous 
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to  him,  as  he  is  a  most  ardent  Republican  and  on 
losing  his  position  he  went  into  j>artnei*ship  with 
his  brother  in  the  real-e.state  and  insurance  busi- 
ness as  before  mentioned. 

On  I)eeeml)er  22,  1845,  Mr.  Porti^r  was  married 
to  Miss  Adeline  E.  Walter  to  whom  four  children 
were  born,  their  names  l)eing  as  follows:  Harvey 
W.,i»urlee  E^  Alice  A.  and  Nellie  R.  Alice  i> 
now  Mrs.  George  II.  Seymour  and  Nellie  is  Mrs,  ('. 
R.  White.  Mrs.  Adeline  Porter  died  June  2.'t. 
1865.  He  was  a  second  time  married,  his  l>ridc 
being  Miss  Kmily  E.  Nash,  of  Lansinir.  She  is  ji 
daughter*  of  Charles  E.  Nash,  one  of  the  cnrly 
pioneei's  in  this  vicinity.  Mi's.  Porter  is  devoted 
to  her  husband  and  his  interests, niak in*;  for  him  n 
delightful  home  life.  They  are  nH*mbtM>  of  the 
Congregational     Church    and    are     reprcM'ntntivc 

■ 

people  in  the  city. 


F^^ORERT  MANN.  Tiicre  is  nothing  that  >how> 
\ii^  the  innate  refinement  and  <i:enthMH'ss  of  ji 
i  man's  nature  UK Mf  tiinn  a  care  for  the  ex- 
quisite blossoms  thjit  crown  the  most  patient 
and  dilijrent  efforts  at  ciiltivation.  A  cincl  <»r  im- 
kind  man,  or  a  careless  or  inapprociative  man  would 
never  succeed  as  a  llorist,  for  the  tender  ureeii 
things  under  the  charge  of  such  a  pci-son  are  eu- 
tirelv  at  hismercv,  to  be  starved  and  choked,  or  to 
Ik*  fed,  watered,  and  warme(l  at  his  will.  Neither 
can  an  ignorant  man  suceeetl  in  this  (•allinu.  for 
ignorance  is  stupidity  and  inappreciativene>s.  and 
one  who  is  so  watchful  and  intelligent  that  lu;  can 
iniderstand  the  inis|>oken  language  that  tells  nf  the 
needs,  or  thankfulness  for  car<',  of  the  green  things 
that  trladden  our  honu's  and  crowu  all  festive  occa- 
sions,  is  neither  stupid  nor  ignorant,  but  humane 
and  tender. 

Our  subject  who  i>  the  head  of  tlu'  lirnujf  Robert 
Mann  iV  Son  who  have  <  harge  of  the  most  t'Xten- 
sive  greenhouses  in  the  city,  is  located  on  South 
Washington  Avenu(,  where  he  has  extensive 
grounds,  having  two  and  a  half   acres  devoted   to 


I 


the  business.  Their  trade  is  mostly  wholesale* 
l)eing  engaged  in  forcing  early  vegetables  and  in 
selling  in  a  wholesale  way  to  the  grocers  of  the 
town.  Mr.  Mann  was  l>oni  in  Ii)8wiob.  Mass.,  .lan- 
uarv  2.S,  18;^.  lie  is  a  s(m  of  Jaliez  and  Marv 
(IVat(ield)  Mann,  the  family  Iwing  of  English  ori- 
gin, having  emigrated  from  England  to  thl*' 
country  and  settled  in  I|iswich  in  1827.  Our  >ul»- 
jwt's  father.  dirt*ctly  after  his  marriage,  devoted 
hims4>lf  to  the  (Kvuimtioii  of  idiuenuiking,  but  dur- 
inir  the  last  vears  of  his  life  was  a  manufaetnwr  of 
knit  iroods.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
CongregJitional  Chun'h.  hel)einga  Trustee  and  one 
of  the  stanch  old  men  of  his  time. 

TIh"  education   «»nj<»ved  by  our  subjei't   was  nc- 
ipiired  in  his  imtive  pla(v,  wheiv  he  finished  in  the 
grammar  school,  and  then  In^rame  engaged   in  the  . 
tin  business  in   the  citv  of  Boston,  Mass.     Here- 
moved  from  that  citv,  however,  to  Hillsdale,  .Mich.. 
in  August,  \H\\),  and  while  still  a  l>oy  he  launched 
out  alone  engaging  in  his  tnade  as  tinner,  and  for 
a  n\imber  of  years  worked  as  journeyman  at  that 
|)lai-e.     In   1870,  hi'  came  to  the  city  of  r-jmsini:. 
having,  prior  to  coming  hei*e,  married  Miss  Ann 
Alice  Clark,  a    daughter    of    Caiphas    Clark.    She 
was  born  July  7,  1^<4<L  and  is  a  native  of  England, 
having  come  with  her  parents  to  the  United  States 
when  only  one  year  old. 

On  cominii  to  Lansing  in  1876,  our  subject  en- 
gaged in  gardening  and  in  the  business  of  a  flor- 
ist, first  rent  inn  the  land  which  he  used  and 
irra<luallv  increasin<>:  his  business,  until  in  18^2,  k 
]>urchased  the  place  which  they  now  <Kvupy.  anH 
which  alone  as  a  real-estate  deal  has  l^een  a  nuK'f 
fortunate  and  profitable  investment.  Itisom'- 
half  mile  inside  the  citv  limits  and  in  fine  condi- 
tion  foi-  sub-division.     This  they   put    into  sha|)^' 

• 

added  laige  greenhouses  and  now  do  a   fine  hWJ^^' 
ness  in  lorcing   vegetables  and    flowers.     In  1^^^- 
tlu»v  also  built    ui)on    the  place    a    fine    two-s'iop 
frame  residence,  which  is  a  home  that  is  striking'" 
its  beauty  of  surrounding,  its  locaticm  and  the^ay 
in  which  it  is  kept  up.     ^Ir.  Mann  is  now  one  <^f 
the  i)rominent  and  successful  business  men   of  tht* 
town.     Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  pai*ent?o( 
three  children,  Robert  II..  who  is  associated  with 
his  father  in    biisiness,   having    l>een    so    (xvupied 
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78;  Plofenoe  L.  and  Mary  A.;  all  are  still  at 
nd  form  a  delightfai  society  within  thcm- 
The  young  ladies  a8  well  as  the  young 
an,  are  bright,  intelligent  and  accomplished, 
air  about  the  home  is  filled  with  the  sun- 
at  young  life  and  enthusiasm  brings.  The 
are  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
and  are  enthusiastic  workei-s  in  that  body, 
1  in  their  power  for  the  upbuilding  and 
3g  of  the  Gospel  work.  Our  subject  is  a 
of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  from  his 
lations,  has  derived  many  substantial  ben- 
vell  as  social  pleasures. 


RUS  ALSDORF.  The  name  at  the  head  of 
his  sketch  is  that  of  one  of  the  pioneer 
ettlei*s  in  Ingham  County,  he  having  come 
1856,  which,  late  as  it  may  seem  to  a  resi- 
an  older  State  and  county,  showed  verv 
le  present  improvements.     Prior  to  coming 

Alsdorf  had  located  in  Pontiac,  Oakland 

settling  there  in  1853.  He  was  born  in 
ounty,  N.  Y.,  October  14,  1825,  and  is  a 
#evi  Alsdorf,  who  is  descended   from   the 

that  were  the  original  patentees  of  what 
wn  as  the  Holland  Land  Purchase. 

our  subject  was  a  lad  of  eight  years  of 
parents  removed  from  Ulster   County    to 

County,  N.  Y.  Most  of  his  education, 
,  was  acquired  in  Wyoming  County  and 
5  attained  manhood  and  was  united  in 
5  with  Ix)retta  Melcher,  who  was  a  daughter 
el  Melcher,  a  pioneer  in  this  State  from 
t.  Mrs.  Alsdorf  was  born  in  the  year  1829. 
arriage  was  celebrated  June  6,    1846.     In 

came  witli  his  wife  to  Michigan  and  set- 
Pontiac.  He  was  there  employed  in  the 
office  of  the  Detroit  tV  Pontiac  Railroad, 
irs  later  he  came  to  Ingham  County,  where 
ler-in-law  had  located,  settling  in  Meridian 
ip.     For  a  time  our  subject  there  engaged 

JB  familiar  with  agricultural  as  with  com- 


mercial life  he  preferred  the  latter  and  soon  ac- 
cepted a  pasition  as  foreman  in  the  Reform  School 
shop,  being  installed  in  his  position  while  the 
hiflliiutian  was  yet  in  its  infancy.  He  was  there 
until  the  breakiBg  <mt  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he 
enlisted  as  principal  musician  m  the  Fcwrteaath 
Michigan  Infantr3\  In  the  fall  of  1862  he  was 
promoted  while  at  Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  to  be  leader 
of  the  band,  First  Brigade  of  Second  Division  of 
the  Fourteenth  Army  Corps  which  was  commiinded 
by  Gen.  James  D.  Morgan.  He  served  all  through 
the  battles  of  Corinth  and  the  summer  campaign 
of  1862-63.  He  was  a  participant  in  the  battles  of 
Stony  River  and  Chickamaugii  and  was  finally 
discharged  on  account  of  disability.  While  lying 
at  Frank  Anderson's  cross  roads  at  Sequatchie 
River,  he  was  sent  to  the  hospital  and  remained 
there  until  his  discharge,  which  took  place  in 
December,  1863. 

He  remained  at  home  until  the  spring  of  1864, 
when  he  re-enlisted  in  the  post  band  under  Gen. 
Scofield  and  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
On  returning  to  the  North  our  subject  went  back 
to  the  Reform  Sch(K»l  and  remained  there,  filling 
tlie  position  which  he  had  previously  occupied 
until  1868,  when  he  received  a  call  to  go  to  the 
Wisconsin  Reform  School  as  Assistant  Sui>erin- 
tendent.  He  responded  to  this  call,  but  at  the 
expiration  of  the  yeax^Jie  wa'^  urged  to  return  to 
his  old  position  and  came  back  as  acting  assistant 
Superintendent,  which  position  he  maintained  un- 
til December,  1871,  when  he  purchased  a  half 
interest  in  the  old  Holmes  drug  store  and  has 
devoted  himself  to  the  drug  business  ever  since, 
changing  neither  his  location  nor  his  mode  of  pro- 
cedure in  business.  The  firm  is  now  run  under 
the  name  of  C.  Alsdorf  &  Son,  he  having  taken 
his  son  into  partnership  on  the  retirement  of  his 
former  partner.  Since  engaging  in  the  drug  busi- 
ne^,  fortune  has  smiled  upon  Mr.  Alsdorf  and  he 
is  now  one  of  the  most  prominent  busine^  men  in 
the  city. 

Mr.  Alsdorf  is  the  possessor  of  a  beautiful  home 
at  the  corner  of  Capitol  Avenue  and  Shiawassee 
Street.  It  is  most  graciously  presided  over  by  his 
wife,  who  is  an  CvStimable  and  refined  ladv.  The 
house  in  which  they  dwell  is  commodious  and  at- 
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tractive  and  is  delightfully  located  in  the  midst  of  :i 
velvety  green  lawn  and  surrounded  witli  the  choic- 
est shade  trees.  It  is  indeed  a  home  where  a  man 
might  spend  most  happily  the  declining  yean*  of 
his  life.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Alsdorf  have  the  following 
children:  Frank,  who  is  a  wholesale  manufacturer 
of  harness  and  is  located  at  Alhion;  he  has  a  wif(» 
and  three  briglit  children,  whose  names  arc  Maude. 
Monroe  and  Don;  Stella  is  the  wife  of  Charles  L. 
Seeley,  a  prominent  stock-raiser  near  the  city;  she 
is  the  mother  of  four  chihiren — Dcwev,  Fav,  Ma- 
rian  and  Leonard;  Fred  is  in  business  with  his 
father;  he  also  has  a  wife  and  family,  his  children's 
name^  lK»ing  (irace,  I^)uise  and  Richard.  The 
family  is  not  so  scatt4'rcd  hut  that  it  a(linit>  (»f 
frequent  reunions  and  the  children  with  their 
broods  of  children  make  the  old  home  merry  and 
fill  with  delight  the  fond  heart.s  of  their  parents 
who  are  so  fortunate  in  that  their  children  are 
sucli  noble  men  and  women.  Politically  Mr.  Als- 
dorf is  a  stanch  Republican. 


<S- 


=^-<rf' 


(V 


,^p^8CAR  F.  CAMP.      A   record   of   the    expei- 
^*    iences  of   the  early  settlers  of  any  coimti\ 


>^/    IS  ever 


of  interest  to  rea(]er>.  and  the  pen  of 
the  writer  never  s|)eeds  over  the  paper  more  cheer- 
fully than  in  recounting  the  brave  endurance  of 
hardship  and  the  heroic  encounter  with  the  savage 
•elements  of  nature  which  are  experienced  by  pio- 
neers. For  this  reason  the  biographer  enjoys 
sprinkling  in  among  his  more  commonplace  tale> 
an  occasional  sketch  of  the  pioneers  of  Michignn. 
The  gentleman  of  whom  we  wiite.  who  was  one 
of  the  earliest  setller>  of  Lansinir,  lni»iiam  County, 
tb'st  located  about  sixteen  ro(l>  ncuth  of  his  pix'. 
scnt  beautiful  home  which  i>  situated  at  No.  7I(> 
High  Street,  making  his  loidence  in  a  log  shanty 
in  the  depth  of  the  forot.  Thi>  wa>  in  IS  is.  a> 
he  had  purchased  land  in  lsi7.hefoi-e  Washington 
Avenu<;  was  hewed  out  of  the  f(M-est,  and  at  that 
time  that  roadway    had    sim|)l\    been    clearcfl    of 

•  1.      • 

underl)rush,   so   that   teams    could  creep   thronuh, 
but  the  main  part  of  the  timber  wjis  still  standing. 


In  a<lditi<m  to  his  home  lot  Mr.  C^amp  has  a  lieauti- 
ful  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twentv-six  acres 
which  is  within  the  city  limits. 

Our  subject  was  l>orn  in  Alexander,  (iene^ee 
('•.)unty.  N.  v.,  Deceml)er  7.  1818,  and  is  a  .son  of 
.lames  and  Hclst*v  (Tudor)  Camp,  formerly  from 
Hartford.  Conn.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  a 
pioneer  in  (ienesee  County,  settling  there  after  the 
War  of  1812.  Our  subject  grew  there  to  his  mat- 
urity, learning  the  trade  of  a  mason  at  liatavia. 
The  father  live<l  up<m  the  old  home  farm  until  the 
day  of  his  death.  When  about  twenty-five  veai> 
old  Oscar  Camp  purchased  the  father's  old  home- 
stead and  e>tnl)lished  himself  as  a  family  man. 
His  bride  was  .Miss  Rhoda  .ludd  of  Rethanv,  N.  Y., 
to  whom  were  lM)rn  four  children,  namely:  .Vliee 
\'..  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Hocabout  of  this  city: 
(  harlolte;  (iertrude,  wife  of  Tracv  Merrills  of 
Lansing,  and    .leanettc,   .Mi's.   Joshua    MeNormaii. 

When  Mr.  Camp  brought  his  family  to  l^uising. 
in  JM^<.  they  came  with  three  teams  from  Detroit 
and  having  settled  them  in  the  old  log  shanty  he 
went  to  work  to  clear  off  his  farm.     As  socm  as  ho 
WM.>   a   little  settled  and    had  things    in    trim  fur 
rciifular  work,  he  hired  a  man  to  do  the  heavy  part 
of  the  farming  and  he  worked  at    his  trade.    Hi." 
work  may  be  seen  upon    many   of    the    prouiineiit 
luiilding."  of  :{  decade  ago.  and  he  put  up  lK)th  the 
City  IJank  ami  the  Central  liank  and  was  foreman 
f(u-  the  city  in  the  constructi(m  of  the  bridge  abut- 
ment,     lie    has   kept    his    farm     under   excellent 
cultivalion  and  now  has  a  |)ortion   of   land   which 
is  considered  among  the  most  valuable  in  the  citv. 
C])  to  \H\)\  he  has  paid  over  %9,0()0  taxes  uix)n  lii^ 
farm.      \N  hen  he  purchased  it  he  paid  f20  for  >ix 
acres  of  land.  ^\^    for    eighty    acres    and    ^(^  f'*'' 
another  forty. 

Mr.  Camp  ha>  tilled  >everal  otlice^  of  res|K)n^i- 
hility  and  trust  in  th(»  community,  having  been  Al<l- 
erman  for  the  Fir>l  Ward  and  lieing  on  the  School 
Hoard  and  in  both  of  these  positions  he  has  lieeu 
of  lireat  u>e  to  the  city  on  account  of  his  exceto^ 
judgment  and  aggressive  yet  prudent  method!*  of 
work.  He  attends  and  >upports  the  Cniversalii^^ 
Church  and  at  the  time  that  this  religious  body 
erected  a  house  of  worship  he  was  on  the  buildiug 
committee   wlien*    his    knowledge    of    methods  <>( 
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building  and  the  value  of  material  was  very  profit- 
able to  the  church.  About  three  vears  after 
L*oming  to  this  city  he  was  bereaved  by  the  death  of 
his  wife  and  he  married  Mrs.  Martha  (Barker) 
Judson.  who  was  a  widow  previous  to  her  union 
with  him.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  liis  political  views 
but  still  rather  independent  in  regard  to  his  vote. 
as  he  makes  it  a  point  to  study  the  needs  of  the 
eouimunitv  and  the  characteristics  of  the  men  who 
seek  oftic*e  before  using  his  ballot  to  j)lace  them 
there.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  living  settlers  who 
have  made  their  home  in  Lansing,  and  his  value 
to  the  community  has  not  l>een  measured  simply 
by  his  activities,  although  they  have  l)een  great, 
for  they  have  been  suj)plemented  by  his  inHuencn* 
for  good  in  moral,  social  and    industrial    spheres. 


Ol'LS  K.  ROWLKV.  Journalism  offers  a 
broad  field  to  the  man  who  aspires  to  liter- 

ary  honors  and  although  of  modern  origin 

comparatively,  the  literary  element  in  our  m-ws- 
l>apers  has  discovered  to  the  world  many  a  star 
who  might  otherwise*  have  shone  unseen.  He  of 
whom  we  write  is  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
I^nsing  Journal^  a  breezy  sheet  that  lK\<ides  mir- 
roring the  general  trend  of  i)ublic  sentiment,  con- 
tains much  of  real  merit  in  journalism.  Mr. 
Rowley  is  also  Deputy  Secretary  of  State,  ap- 
pointed to  the  i)Osition  by  Secretary  of  State  Soper 
in  Januar>\  1891. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  lonni 
County,  May  17,  1858.  He  is  the  son  of  (Icorge 
ind  Catherine  ((ireen)  Rowley,  the  father  l)eing 
[>ne  of  the  earlv  settlei*s  and  born  in  Monroe 
County.  N.  Y.,  as  was  the  mother  likewise.  After 
marriage  they  came  to  Ionia  County.  Mich.,  aliout 
1850-56.  and  there  lived,  the  father  being  em- 
ployed as  a  machinist.  He  continued  to  reside  in 
Ionia  until  his  demise,  which  (K'curred  in  18G2. 

Until  thirteen  yeai*s  of  age  our  subject  was  oc- 
cupied with  his  school  duties.  A  bright  lad  luit- 
urallv,  he  was  neither  l)etter  nor  worse  than  the 
majority  of  boys,  nor  could   he   resist  the  tempta- 


tion to  *'have  some  fun**  more  than  othep  boys. 
After  he  had  attained  the  manly  age  of  thirteen  he 
worked  in  the  Sentinel  ofl9ce  of  Ionia,  and  has  been 
connected  with  this  otfice  in  one  capacitj'  and  an- 
other ever  since,  working  up  from  the  beginning. 
He  soon  engaged  as  a  reporter  and  continued  do- 
ing that  line  of  work  until  1879,  when  he  purchased 
an  interest  in  the  Ionia  Standard,  which  was  the 
political  organ  of  the  Democratic  part\'  in  that 
plac»e.  In  1883  !Mr.  Rowley  removed  to  Lansing 
and  puivhased  the  Lansing  Journal,  which  is  the 
Democratic  organ  in  this  city.  In  January,  1887, 
our  subject  established  the  Daily  Journal,  whjch 
has  held  its  own  in  the  face  of  all  op|:K)sition  since 
its  incejition.  He  now  gives  the  major  portion  of 
his  time  to  a  general  ovei-sight  of  the  journalistic 
work  that  is  done  in  his  ollice. 

Mr.  Rowlev  was  married  January  18,  1882,"  to 
Miss  Mary  C.  Clark,  of  Ionia.  One  child,  a  son. 
is  the  result  of  this  union,  named  Edward  C.  Mr. 
Rowley  is  a  genial,  whole-hearted  man,  who  has  a 
host  of  friends.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  also  l)elongs  to  the  Royal  Arcanum. 
He  and  his  wife,  who  is  a  charming  lady,  with  gra- 
cious, dignified  manners,  are  attendants  and  sup- 
porters of  the  Congregati<^mal  Church. 


/         +^^^. 


X 


LKXANDKR    MtMILLAN,    M.   D.      Un- 
swerving integrity,  rugged  independence, 
sturdy  industry  and  an   honorable  regard 
((^  for  the  laws  of  God  and  men  are  among 

the  nu>st  notable  characteristics  of  the  Scottish 
Highlanders.  To  have  descended  from  them  is  a 
guarantee  of  the  possession  of  these  traits,  and  it 
is  an  heritage  of  great  value  to  any  citizen.  Our 
subject,  who  is  one  of  the  prominent  physicians  of 
this  city,  is  proud  to  boast  of  such  an  ancestry. 

Dr.  McMillan  was  born  in  the  County  of  Glen- 
garry. Canada.  March  5,  1845,  and  is  the  son  of 
Duncan  and  Mary  (McDonell)  McMillan,  the 
father  l)eing  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  both 
father  and  mother  were  children   of  Scotch  High- 
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landers  who  came  to  Canada  in  1798.  The 
County  of  Glengarry  was  settled  by  tliis  class  of 
the  Scotch,  and  in  the  early  days  of  our  subject 
not  a  word  of  English  was  heard  in  social  conver- 
sation. The  father  of  the  Doctor  remained  in  that 
county  throughout  his  lifetime,  but  after  the  early 
l»oylK>od  and  school  days  of  our  subject,  the  latter 
.Hix»nt  some  yeare  in  a  sU)i*e,  first  in  Canada  and 
afterward  in  Chicago. 

In  the  metropolis  of  the  Prairie  State  younji 
McMillan  began  business  for  himself,  and  in  this 
he  was  fairly  suc»cessful  until  the  great  tire,  in 
which  he  was  burned  out.  He  ac»cept^*d  this  dis- 
appointment in  a  philosophic  manner,  and  gave 
up  the  mercantile  business,  and  now  l)egan  his 
medical  studies,  entering  the  lielleview  Hospital 
Medical  College  in  New  York  City.  After  study- 
ing there  one  year  he  went  into  the  l^)ng  Island 
Hospital  Medical  College,  fnmi  wliieh  institution 
he  was  graduated  in  1874.  He  afterward  attended 
a  course  of  lectures  in  Trinity  College,  Toronto, 
Canada. 

In  1876,  the  young  Doctor  was  ready  to  begin 
practice,  and  being  attracted  to  Michigan,  he  de- 
cided to  open  his  olflce  in  the  capital  city  of  our 
State,  and  here  he  has  continued  with  true  Scot- 
tish steadfastness  from  that  day  to  this,  devoting 
himself  to  general  practice.  His  tliorough  medi- 
cal education  prepared  him  for  the  successful  prac- 
tice which  has  been  his,  and  his  sound  judgment 
and  skill  have  given  him  a  standing  in  the  profes- 
sion. He  is  a  member  of  the  Lansing  Medical  So- 
cietv,  and  was  its  President  for  one  vear.  He  has 
been  City  Physician  and  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Health  for  five  years,  and  is  now  and  has  been  for 
four  years  past  the  County  Superintendent  of  the 
Poor  of  Ingiiam  County,  and  also  fills  the  olfice  of 
President  of  the  State  Association  of  Countv 
Superintendents  of  the  Poor.  He  is  by  appoint- 
ment of  the  Ciovernor,  Chairman  and  member  of 
the  Central  Board  of  Control  of  State  Institutions, 
having  received  his  appointment  in  October,  l8iU, 
for  a  term  of  six  years.  The  happy  wedded  life 
of  Dr.  McMillan  began  in  1873,  when  he  wtis 
united  with  Miss  Josephine  Marie  Curtin,of  I'cter- 
boro,  Canada,  to  whom  has  been  born  one  child,  1. 
Donald,  who  is  still  a  vounj^  bov  and   is   receiviuir 


a  thorough  education  from  his  careful  and  judi- 
cious parents.  Mrs.  McMillan 's  brother,  J.  C.  Cur- 
tin,  is  a  distinguished  author  and  journalist,  and 
lives  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Our  subject's  eldest 
brother,  Donald  McMillan,  also  a  physician,  living 
at  Alexandria,  Ontario,  is  a  life  member  of  the 
Dominion  Senate. 


1^  |i  lipip  hm  pfci 


f  A(  OB  EICHELE.  Although  our  subject  is 
not  yet  an  old  man,  having  only  i*eached 
that  point  of  vantage  where  he  can  live  in 
the  bright  experience  of  the  past  and  iu 
the  enjoyment  of  the  memories  that  have  made 
his  youth  interesting  and  piquant,  he  has  retired 
from  active  business,  having  formerly  been  pro- 
prietor of  the  Eichele  House,  which  he  had  man- 
aged for  eightt^en  yeai*s.  He  now,  however,  leases 
it  to  his  soii-in  law.  having  given  up  the  place  into 
his  care.  May  1,  1891.  Our  subject  has  ever  been 
a  genial,  whole-souled  man,  and  in  his  capacity  as 
host  he  has  lK?conie  familiar  with  many  of  the 
men  prominent  in  political  life,  as  well  as  others 
who  have  taken  their  stand  high  up  in  the  ranks 
of  literature,  the  arts  and  sciences. 

Our  subject  was  l)orn  in  Germany,  in  the  city  of 
Wurtcnil)erii,    December    8,    1826.     There    he  re- 
ceivcd  the   advantages   of  that   country,  which  is 
more  noted  for  having  better  educational  theories 
and  methods   than    any   other   nation,  combining 
technical  training  with  the  mental  development.  He 
tame  to  the  Tnited  States  in  1854,  locating  fii-stin 
Ohio.     He  remauied  in  Wyandot   County,  of  that 
State  for  eleven  years.     During  this  time  he  mar- 
ried Miss  .Mary  Funck.     Their  marriage   was  cele- 
brated in  .June,  1800.    The  lady,  like  her  husltaud, 
is  a  native  of  (iermany,  being  there  born  January 
;U,  1884.     She  came  to  the   United  States,  where 
she  liad  a  l)rother,  at  the  same  time    and    on  the 
same  boat  on  which  our  subject  came  over.    WTiile 
in  Oliio,  he  of  wlioni  we  write  was  employed  on  a 
farm  and  amassed  with  his  work  there   a  c*omtort- 
ahle  competency.     Thence   he   came    to    Jackson, 
this  State,  and  has  here  lived  for  one   year,  when 
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he  removed  to  lousing  in  1867,  and  engaged  in 
the  boarding-house  business,  having  connected  with 
the  house  a  saloon.  He  is  the  oldest  (Tcrman  busi- 
ness man  in  this  city. 

Not  content  with  tlie  business  that  he  liad   built 

« 

up,  Mr.  Eichele  sought  handsomier  and  more  com- 
modious quarters,  and  erected  at  a  large  expense 
the  Kichele  House,  a  three-story  brick  hotel,  lo- 
c«t«d  at  No.  206  North  Washington  Avenue,  and' 
c*ontinued  as  the  proprietor  and  owner  of  this 
place  until  1891,  as  above  mentioned,  when  he 
leased  his  place  to  his  son-in-law.  Our  subject  litu* 
never  had  any  ambition  to  hold  local  office,  hav- 
ing  given  his  attention  to  building  up  his  business 
and  in  providing  his  guests  with  those  comfort> 
and  luxuries  to  which  thev  are  entitled. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kichele  are  the  parents  of  tivc 
cliildren.  Most  of  them  have  attained  the  years 
of  manhood  and  womanhood,  and  are  in  business 
for  themselves  or  preside  over  a  home  of  their 
own.  The  eldest  son,  John,  is  a  grocer,  having  his 
jitore  in  the  building  adjoining  our  subject's  hotel. 
Frank  lives  upon  and  oi)erates  the  farm  owned  by 
our  subject  in  Clinton  County,  this  State.  Anna, 
the  wife  of  William  F.  (4raessle.  the  proprietor  of 
the  Kichele  House,  is  a  capable  and  competent 
business  woman.  Mary,  the  wife  of  Walter  Bliss, 
lives  at  Cleveland.  Otto  still  remains  with  his 
[parent-?  and  reflects  to  them  in  his  young  life 
the  pleasures  and  buoyancy  that  they  in  their 
young  life  exi)enenced.  Socially  our  subject  is 
connected  with  the  Masonic  fmternity,  but  is  not 
now  a  member  of  that  society.  He,  however,  has 
been  allied  with  them  since  1 863,  at  which  time  he 
joined  the  society  in  Ohio. 


M  ^  l@*  11  ^  ^^'-- 


OSKS  U.  TAYLOK.  This  worthy  and  hon- 
orable gentleman,  who  is  now  the  Crier  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  has  been  a  resident  of 
Lansing,  Ingham  County,  since  April, 
1863.  He  was  in  various  lines  of  business  in  this 
city  up  to  the  time  he  received  his  appointment, 
and  is  well  known  among  business  men  of  the  i)lace. 


Our  subject  was  lx>rn  in  French  town,  Hunterdon 
County,  N.  J.,  February  16,  1817.  His  father,  Abel 
Taylor,  was  also  a  native  of  Frenchtown  and  his 
grandfather,  Kdwin,  was  bora  in  New  Jersey  and 
was  of  Knglish  descent.  The  grandfather  had  a 
large  and  fine  farm  on  the  Delaware  River j  and 
although  he  was  an  invalid  for  many  yeai^s  he  lived 
to  an  advanced  age.  lk>th  he  and  his  wife  had 
brothers  who  served  in  the  Revolutionary  conflict. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  in  New 
.Iei>ey,  who,  by  an  accident  became  a  cripple,  and 
he  therefore  devoted  himself  to  teaching  and  sur- 
yeying.  l>i»ing  an  excellent  penman  and  a  fine 
scholar.  In  183o  he  decided  to  come  West,  and 
removing  to  Ohio,  h)ca ted  in  Krie  County,  near 
the  boundaries  of  Sandusky  County,  where  he  lived 
upon  a  fnrm  through  the  remainder  of  his  days. 
His  wife,  Rachel  Kventt,  wjis  lK)rn  in  Kverittst^>wn, 
N.  .1.,  her  fatlier,  Samuel,  being  a  meivhant  there 
for  whom  the  town  was  christened.  Besides  his 
merchandise  he  carried  on  the  business  of  distilling 
and  milling. 

Moses  Taylor  is  the  youngest  in  the  parental 
family  of  seven  children,  and  until  he  was  nine 
years  of  age  he  remained  upon  the  farm  and  then 
went  to  Hackettstown,  Warren  County,  N.  J.,  and 
afterward  to  Morristown  and  Newark,  in  all  of 
these  places  attending  the  select  school,  and  begin- 
ning business  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years  by  clerk- 
ing in  a  grocery  store  in  Newark.  After  two  years 
he  went  to  Morristown  and  spent  three  yeai*&  there 
as  a  clerk  in  a  hotel  before  the  railroad  was  intro- 
duced. He  then  engaged  in  various  lines  of  busi- 
ness until  1844  when  he  came  West  and  undertook 
farming  for  several  yeai*s  in  Erie  County,  Ohio, 
after  which  he  was  in  a  hotel  at  Sandusky,  and 
afterward  at  St.  Lawrence  and  Townsend,  and 
finally  became  proprietor  of  the  Townsend  House. 
From  there  he  went  to  Toledo  and  took  charge  of 
the  Oliver  House,  but  l)eingafllicted  with  the  Mau- 
mee  fever  he  spent  two  years  in  recuperating.  In 
1863  he  came  to  Lansing  $is  clerk  for  Martin  Hud- 
son at  the  old  American  House,  and  afterward  the 
old  Hudson  House. 

Mr.  Taylor  was  the  pioneer  in  the  ice  business 
in  Lansing,  jus  in  1864  he  opened  the  first  public 
ice  house  and   put  the  first  wagon   on   the  streets. 
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After  two  years  he  sold  this  business  and  was  in 
Pennsylvania  for  some  time  and  after  coming  back 
pursued  various  lines  of  business  such  as  express- 
age  and  hotel  work.  In  1880,  during  the  January 
terra  of  court  he  received  the  appointment  as  Crier 
in  the  Superior  Court  of  Michigan  and  since  that 
time  he  has  been  at  this  post  of  duty,  in  which  he 
is  faithful  and  efficient  He  is  a  raeml)er  of  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  in  his  polit- 
ical views  is  attached  to  the  Republican  i)arty 
although  he  is  independent  in  liis  vote.  Iteforc 
the  formation  of  that  party  he  had  been  a  Whig. 
He  is  one  of  the  men  who  are  known  Ixist  by  their 
work,  as  his  modesty  and  devotion  to  duty  iiiv 
more  prominent  than  his  ability  to  speak  his  own 
praises. 


3 


LBERTUS  W.  EDSON,  a  clairvoyant  phy- 
sician, having  hi.s  home  and  oflice  at  No. 
519  Cedar  Street,  X.,  in  the  city  of  Lan- 
sing, Ingham  County,  was  born  in  Moy- 
alton  Township,  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  ()cto!)er 
28,  1846.  He  is  a  son  of  John  Ihooks  and  Marilla 
(Eastman)  Edson.  Hi»  father  in  hi?*  early  days  was 
a  blacksmith  and  later  l>ecame  a  salesman  for  a 
large  marble  house  at  Cleveland.  He  came  to  Lan- 
sing in  1868  and  kept  an  hotel  in  North  I^ansing, 
but  afterward  removed  to  Williamston,  where  he 
retired  from  active  work  for  the  rest  of  Ili^  days. 
He  had  two  children,  our  subject  and  a  daughter 
bv  his  third  wife,  who  was  born  six  weeks  after  his 
death,  which  sad  event  took  ])lace  on  Christmas 
Day,  1880. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  education 
in  Cleveland,  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  machinist, 
at  which  he  worked  for  nearly  four  years  until  he 
received  an  injur}^  His  employer  was  very  kind 
and  helpful  to  him  in  gaining  his  education,  as  the 
boy  was  dependent  upon  himself  from  the  time  he 
was  twelve  years  old.  He  was  employed  upon  the 
the  lake  from  1864  to  1867,  and  about  that  time  he 


had  developed  his  clairvoyant  powers  and  began 
practicing  for  the  relief  of  the  sick.  The  power 
first  came  to  him  on  a  sick  bed  on  New  Year's  Dav. 
1866,  and  he  claims  that  he  then  began  to  see  the 
cause  and  nature  of  the  disease.  He  has  been  io 
practice  from  that  day  to  this,  with  the  exception 
of  two  years  when  he  was  farming.  He  came  to 
L'lnsing  in  1868  and  has  built  up  a  large  practice 
here,  spending  one  day  of  the  week  in  Fowlerville. 
and  one  day  in  Owosso.  He  has  never  advertised 
as  he  dei)ends  entirely  on  the^reputation  which  he 
gains  among  his  patients,  yet  he  is  driven  hard  all 
of  the  time,  and  has  the  l)est  class  of  |x^ople  amon^ 
his  patients,  lioots  and  herbs  and  tinctures  made 
from  them  are  his  main  dependence  as  remedies. 

Dr.  Edson  is  <me  of  the  original  stock  liolders  of 
the  Ingham  County  Savings  liank,  and  is  Secretary 
of  the  Ilaslett  Park  (-amp  Association,  being  one 
of  its  Directors,  and  acting  as  manager.  He  is 
President  of  the  Mediums'  I^otective  Union,  and 
Treasurer  of  the  same  as  well  as  Dii'eetor  and  Treas- 
urer of  the  Mediums*  Medical  Association.  At  the 
time  of  the  existence  of  the  Spiritualists'  Ix)cal  As- 
sociation he  was  its  Vice-President,  and  one  of  the 
Directors,  and  has  been  Vice-President  of  the  State 
AsscK'iation  of  Spiritualists  and  Liberalists.  He  is 
a  member  of  Protection  Lodge,  No.  321,1.  O.  O.  F., 
and  also  of  the  Encampment  and  Uniformed 
Militant.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  Mascmic 
order,  belonging  to  Lo<lge  No.  66.  He  represented 
the  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  at  the  Grand  Lodge  for 
years.  He  has  been  through  all  the  chairs,  l>eing 
now  Past  (irand. 

Our  subject  was  married  June  23,  1870,  to  Cath- 
erine (iaus,  of  this  city,  daughter  of  George  Gaus, 
who  had  lived  here  since  1853.  Mr.  Edson  was 
!)orn  February  16,  1850,  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany, 
and  came  to  this  country  in  early  childhood.  She 
lost  her  mother,  A])ril  5,  1859,  leaving  this  daugh- 
ter, the  eldest  of  seven  children.  After  that  she 
was  away  from  home  most  of  the  time.  She  lived 
with  Justin  Watson  until  she  was  fifteen  3'ears  old, 
after  which  she  came  to  Lansing. 

Our  subject  owns  the  handsome  home  in  which 
he  resides,  which  he  built  in  1882,  as  well  as  a 
tenant  house  (m  Centre  Street,  N.,  and  he  is  in- 
tending to   build  another  soon.     His  property  has 
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lumulated  during  the  last  nineteen 
year  ho  built  the  Mediums*  Home  at 
k  at  Pine  I^ke.  He  is  a  friend  to  all 
id  often    advances   money    for   their 


VNDER  C  AMERON.  The  brave  spirit 
le  Scottish  Ilighlandei's  has  descended 
iigh  the  North  of  Ireland  to  America 
has  in  innumerable  cases  displayed  its 
J  upon  the  battlefield.  We  are  proud 
ime  of  the  life  of  one  of  our  British- 
izens  who  has  done  valiant  service  for 
his  adopted  country  and  has  also  the 
stinction  of  being  one  of  the  oldest 
nsing,  having  come  here  in  1858. 
on  was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland, 
rentage,  August  26,  1830,  and  there 
his  education  and  was  engaged  as 
anufacturing  establishment  until  after 
His  bride  was  Miss  Sophia  Wheeler 
I  in  CoiTiwall,  England.  Thence  she 
and  with  her  parents  and  there  met 
3ur  subject.  In  the  fall  of  1856  the 
:  came  to  Philadelphia  and  two  years 
jd  to  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  when 
n  was  only  three  thousand.  Mr.  Cam- 

his  time  partly  to  teaching  and  partly 
itil  tlie  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War 

home  and  took  up  arms  to  maintain 
the  old  Hag. 

:  hero  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Six- 
,an  Infantry,  whidi  body  was  made  a 
Army  of  the  Potomac  and  passed 
je  regular  engagements  of  that  divi- 

battle  of  (iaines'  Mills.  In  that  en- 
*.  Cameron  was  wounded  in  the  \es 
the  hosi)ital  at  Annapolis,  .June  27, 
'cived  treatment  there  until  the  latter 
it  when  he  returned  to  his   re<riment 

his  command  up  to  the  time  of  the 
ysburg,  with  the  exception  of  a  short 


period  of  time  when  he  was  detailed  on  special 
service. 

At  Gettysburg  our  subject,  who  had  been  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  a  Lieutenant,  was  in  command 
of  his  company  and  received  fii*st  a  wound  in  his 
arm  and  afterward  a  bullet  through  the  lower  lobe 
of  his  right  lung.  His  arm  was  amputated  on  the 
field  and  he  was  then  removed  to  the  West  Build- 
ing Hospital  in  lialtimore  and  from  there  was  sent 
home,  reaching  I^ansing  the  14th  of  July,  1863. 
At  the  time  of  the  battle  he  was  reported  dead  and 
as  it  was  impossible  in  the  midst  of  that  confusion 
and  disaster  to  get  letters  written  home,  Mr.  Cam- 
eron prevailed  upon  his  companions  to  bolster  him 
up  in  bed  the  third  day  after  his  arm  was  ampu- 
tated and  to  furnish  him  with  a  shingle,  a  bit  of 
pai)er  and  a  pencil.  With  his  left  hand  he  then 
wrote  by  slow  degrees  a  letter  to  his  wife,  telling 
her  that  he  was  alive  and  that  he  had  lost  his  arm. 
His  gallant  conduct  in  the  battle  of  (Gettysburg 
earned  for  him  a  recommendation  for  promotion 
bv  the  unanimous  voice  of  all  the  officers  of  the 
regiment. 

In  the  latter  part  of  August  Lieut.  Cameron  re- 
turned to  his  regiment  and  took  part  in  the  battle 
of  Brandy  Station,  after  which  he  was  with  the 
army  on  its  retreat  to  CuljMjper.  He  was  was  then 
transferred  to  the  veteran  Reserve  Corps,  and  in 
September,  1863,  was  sent  down  to  South  Carolina 
and  there  was  in  command  with  his  company,  of 
St.  Helena  and  Lady's  Island  during  part  of  1864. 
He  now  received  the  promotion  from  Second  to 
First  Lieutenant  according  to  the  recommendation 
of  his  commanding  officer,  and  was  placed  in  charge 
of  the  Ambulance  Corps  of  the  Department  of  the 
South  as  acting  Captain,  drawing  pay  as  captain 
although  he  failed  to  muster  in  as  such.  While 
in  South  Carolina  he  participated  in  the  following 
battles  in  1864:  John  and  James  Islands,  Honey 
Hill  and  Deveaus*  Neck.  He  was  transferred  to  the 
North  at  the  close  of  the  war  and  for  some  months 
was  stationed  in  Detroit  and  was  tinallv  mustered 
out  June  30,  1866,  having  served  five  years. 

rpon  returning  home  Mr.  Cameron  devoted 
himself  again  to  business  and  teaching,  and  man- 
aged a  grocery  store.  In  1H61)  he  was  appointed 
to  a  position  in  the  Auditor  CieneraPs  office  under 
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(u»n.  Iluiiip!nv\  ;in<i  hold  a  position  in  tin*  various 
<le|>artrm*nts  up  lo  Kehruarv  1st.  IHIM.  At  our 
tiiiu*  lit*  was  Secivtarv  of  the  Swanij)  Land  (otn- 
nii^sioniM'  in  the  Land  Oflkv  and  only  U*fl  his  place 
in  the  Land  Otilce  upon  the  ehanire  of  a<lniinist ra- 
tion from  Kepubliean  to  DennxTatir.  His  (U*po>i- 
tion  from  otKcv  was  sineeivlv  deph)re<l  hv  all 
who  knew  his  honomhle  reeord,  a>  thev  felt    that 

ft 

politics  should  have  had  no  wei<J:ht  in  the  case  of 
a  man  who  served  under  the  llai*  for  over  five  years 
and  thus  lost  hi>  risfht  arm,  and  who  had  done 
faithful  service  in  the  State  otlices. 

Mr.  C  ameron  enijatjed  in  the  <rrocerv  l»n>ine>s. 
estiiblishinir  himself  at  the  corner  of  Lenawee  and 
('hc»8tnut  Streets,  where  he  receives  a  fair  >hare  of 
trade  in  his  line,  lleisa  niemlK*r  i»f  theCharlo  V. 
Foster  l*ost.  No.  42,  (i.  A.  U.;  he  and  his  excellent 
wife  are  memlHM>  of  the  Conjrreti'ationai  (  linrcli. 
The  children  who  have  Messed  their  lionie  are  ail 
living  hut  one.  Marion  (i.  is  the  wife  of  the  l\e\ . 
.1.  V.  N.  Ilartness  of  Marine  (itv:  the  eldol  son  i- 
Dr.  II.  IL  Cameron,  of  Noitli  Lan>inu:  l\icliMr<l 
pUfiised  away  at  the  aye  of  t\>enty-M'MMi :  Maiiiarel 
A.  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  11.  11.  Darhv.  of  Lan>inii: 
Sophia  is  Mi*s.  >V.  T.  Parker,  of  Detroit,  and  IJi-lle 
married  IJert  Proutv.  of  .North  Lan>inii. 

In  connection  with  this  hioirra|>hical  sketcli  tiie 
reader  will  notice  a  portiait  of  Mr.  (  anieion. 


•-        ^ 

.^^ 


ILLIAM  M.  CLAK'K.  One  who  lia>  had 
wide  experience  in  jouinalistie  work.  Mr. 
(lark  now  has  the  editorial  manaizcnienl 
of  the  papei'  known  as  the  Staff  li^'puhUrmi.  A 
man  who  ha>  passecl  the  meridian  of  life,  he  heiraii 
an  early  apprenticeship  to  the  tiade  which  he  has 
ever  since  pursued  and  lia>  M'lved  in  all  tlu-  capn- 
citie"^  from  "devil"  to  hi>  pioent  po>ition.  Mi-. 
Clark  has  traveled  extensively  and  is  a  delii>htful 
convei*sationalist,  besides  haviuir  the  rai'c  ability 
of  usinir  his  |>en  with  irrace  as  well  as  strenirth. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  N\"e>tern 
New  York,  Mav  17.  1H;57.  His  father  wa>  a  native 
of   Alabama  and  his  mothei  was   born   in  Ontario 


County.  N.  V.      It    would   1k»  an   intori*>tinir  item 
for  a  >tudent  of  s^M'iolojjv  to  dix'over  how  the  re- 
>jKM'tive  elements  are  blen<led  in  the  son,  whether 
till"  Southern  tire  tones  the  Northern  con>ervatisiiJ. 
or  whether  the  Northern  characteristic  j>redoiiiin- 
ates  over  the  Southern.     Our  subject  sjieiit  a  l«rjn" 
portion  of  hi>childho<Kl  in  the  pursuit  of  hisstudie? 
in  the  Mhool>  of  New  York  and  served  an  ajipren- 
liceship   as  a    printer.       His   early    impressions  of 
journali>ni    were  received  to  a  lar^ife  extent    fmiii 
the    veteran   journalist.  Thurhm*   Wi*ed  and  J.  T. 
.Norton.      At    the  asre  of    eightet^n   he   went    West 
and   from   that  time  until   the  cU>>e  of  the  War  of 
the  Rebellion  traveled  extensivelv  in  the  West  ajiil 
S4nithwt*.st,con>tantly  enifaifed  in  jiKirnalistic  work. 
Dnnnii  thi>  period   he  had  much  exjK»riencv  in  tlu* 
wild  xcne.x  of  war  west   of  the   Mi.ssissippi  when* 
the  lawlc»  element  carried  on  a  lH>rder  warfare*  of 
llieii"  own. 

Mr.  (lark  came  to  .Michiiran  in  1H(>().  settliiiir 
iir-1  in  \an  lluren  (  ounty.  and  was  suliiie<|ueiith' 
I'liuaLiCil  on  ihr  .Iack.>on  (  itizpti.  NovemlH»r.  1H69. 
lie  came  to  Lan>ini:  and  for  about  thirtei»n  v«Jrs 
N\.M>  in  the  employ  of  W.S.  (Jeortje  tVr  Co.  as  printer. 
proof  I'cader  and  city  editor  of  the  iMnsing  Bepv^ 
U'-un.  \N  liile  lhn>  eniraired  he  also  found  time  lo 
piaclice  >tenoi»raphy  and  became  very  ex|)ert.  Ih* 
w.M>  one  of  the  lir>t  to  take  up  this  study  in  (en* 
lial  Micliiiran. 

'V\\v  --ubjfci  of  thi>  sketch  after  locatina  in  Lnn- 
>inLi made  twoexten<led   visits  South  and   wrote  a 
M'rie>    of  exhaustive  articles  on   the    )>oIitieal  ami 
.    >ocial   conditions   of    the  (tulf  States.      The>t*  a|)- 
peared    in    the    Iff^jn^fliftin    iu   1H7(>.      In    1^84  Mr. 
Clark    removed    to  Detroit    where  he  was  eniniired 
on  the  I'Wf^  l^ress.      He  remained  there  alK)Ut  thiTe 
year>and  subsequently  wasen^ifaofed  on  the  Tribune 
and  h^rpninif  Xt-u'a,     He  is  a  charter  member  of  K. 
1*.  Lod^ii.  this  city,  and  Past  Chancellor,  alM»  charter 
niemliei  of  the  Division  I\.  P.;  mendKM*  of  l^nnsinir 
Lodiic   No.  .*>.),  V.  A'  A.  .M.,  Capital  Chapter  No.  i». 
I\.  A.  M.  and    J'liijiy-.Sccond  (lejfree    Scottish  Hile 
.Ma>on. 

Ml.  (lark  lelurned  to  the  capital  city  in  April 
of  1SH1>  and  was  cnirai*:ed  with  1).  1).  Thorp,  wdio 
i>  present  proi»rietor  of  the  State  liejyuhlican.  Af- 
ter bcinir  enpiged   in   the  office  for  a  few  mouths 
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he  was  made  editorial  manager  and  at  the  present 
time  fills  that  important  post.  He  is  an  ambitious 
and  progressive  gentleman  who  abhors  mediocrity 
and  whose  standard  in  journalism  is  of  the  highest 
tyjie. 

— ^ J^ 


^OHN  McKlNLEY.  A  good  citizen  is  ready 
to  serve  his  countr\^  both  in  peace  and  war 
and  he  does  serve  it  alike  whether  upon  the 
battle  field  or  in  pursuing  his  usual  avoca- 
tions, and  by  a  life  of  integrity  and  industry  help- 
ing to  build  up  the  social  and  industrial  interests 
of  the  vicinity  in  which  he  lives.  The  reflection 
of  a  life  thus  spent  makes  the  path  straighter 
before  the  feet  of  the  young,  and  helps  to  create  a 
public  sentiment  in  favor  of  straightforward  living 
and  mutual  helpfulness  which  is  an  advantage  to 
the  nation. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Lansing,  none  are  more 
truly  respected  for  the  record  they  have  both 
in  peace  and  war  than  Mr.  McKinley.  He  is  an  old 
resident  of  the  city  and  a  carpenter  whose  pleasant 
home  may  be  found  at  No.  734  Ottawa  Street, 
W.  He  was  born  in  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  December 
4,  1886,  and  is  a  son  of  Alexander  and  Nancy 
(Archer)  McKinley,  who  were  from  Ohio.  His 
father  was  a  carpenter  and  contractor  of  Ft. 
Wayne. 

Our  subject  grew  to  maturity,  securing  his  edu- 
cation at  Ft  Wayne,  and  learning  of  his  father  the 
trade  which  that  parent  ])racticed.  He  worked 
with  him  until  he  left  home  to  enter  the  Union 
Army,  and  enlisted  I)eceml>er  17,  1861  in  the 
Eleventh  Indiana  Battery,  going  out  as  a  Sergeant. 
He  was  sent  to  the  Army  of  the  Cuml3erland  and 
took  part  in  the  conflict'^  of  Chickamauga,  l>ook- 
out  Mountain,  Kenesaw  and  Mission  Ridge,  and 
tbi'ough  the  long  campaign  to  Atlanta.  His  first 
conflict  was  at  Pittsburg  Landing  and  his  last  at 
Atlanta,  and  he  was  disdiargcd  January  7,  I860, 
having  served  a  little  over  three  years.  He  was 
promoted  during  this  time  from  (Quartermaster- 
Sergeant    to    Orderly-Sergeant    and    Lieutenant, 


which  last  named  rank  he  held  at  the  end  of  his 
term  of  service. 

Returning  to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  farm  life, 
Mr.  McKinley  settled  near  Ft.  Wayne  for  three 
years  and  upon  the  8th  of  March,  1858,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Pratt  of  Ft. 
Wayne.  Ten  years  later  he  removed  to  J^ansing 
to  engage  in  contracting  and  grading,  and  many 
large  jobs  came  into  his  hands.  He  also  went  into 
the  manufacture  of  wagons  for  a  few  years,  his 
factory  being  located  on  Shiawassee  Street  and 
Washington  Avenue.  Since  he  sold  out  that  branch 
of  business  he  has  devoted  himself  quite  exclu- 
sively to  his  trade.  In  1886  he  erected  for  his 
family  a  pleasant  home  in  which  they  now  reside. 
Three  of  his  children  have  grown  to  maturity. 
The  daughter,  who  l)ecame  Mrs.  ('.  P.  LeFever 
died  in  October,  1889  and  the  sons,  Frank  and 
Oscar  L.  reside  in  this  citv.  Mr.  McKinlev  is  a 
man  who  is  most  highly  spoken  of  by  all  who 
know  him  and  he  is  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  rejoices  to  com- 
menorate  with  his  comrades  the  stirring  days  of 
the  Civil  War.     In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 


[1  ASPER  W.  (;ARLICK  combines  the  busi- 
ness of  Notary  Public  and  insurance  with 
his  i*eal-estate  interest*^.  He  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  reliable  and  active  real-estate 
men  of  the  city  of  Lansing.  His  ofhoe  is  located 
at  No.  115  Washington  Avenue  N.  He  has  been 
in  the  real-estate  business  for  alK)ut  three  years, 
having  succeeded  his  father-in-law,  Jacob  Cornell, 
who  established  the  business  fully  twenty  years 
ago. 

Mr.  Garlick  is  more  particularly  interested  in 
the  sale  of  his  own  and  his  father-in-law's  prop- 
ertv,  of  which  thev  have  some  very  valiial)le 
pieces.  He  has,  however,  charge  of  a  great  deal 
of  property  belonging  to  non-residents,  and  acts 
as  agent  both  for  renting  and  selling.  Born  in  Lucas 
County,  Ohio,  April  30,  1842,  he  of  whom  we 
write  is  a  son  of  David  and  Emily   (Fuller)  Gar- 
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lick.  His  |>nreiits  reiuaiiied  in  the*  Buckeye  StaU», 
however,  only  a  short  time  after  his  hirth,  and 
moved  thence  to  Huntington  County,  Ind.  There 
their  decease  t4K>k  place  and  they  weiv  buried  in 
the  little  cemeterv  of  the  town,  both  dvinjr  in 
January,  18;'>().  After  his  i>aivnts*  death  our  sub- 
ject  returned  for  a  time  t(>  Lucas  County.  Ohio, 
and  remained  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war. 
when  he  enlisted  in  the  Fourteenth  Ohio  Reufiment. 
in  (\mipany  F.  He  joined  the  army  in  IHGl.  and 
was  sent  to  the  front  to  meet  the  Armv  of  the 
Cuml)erland  in  Tennessee.     He  was  with  thai  nrniv 

• 

throughout  all  its  cam|>aigns  and  en<ra.aements 
until  after  the  capture  of  Atlanta  and  .lonesboro. 
He  was  a  participant  in  the  enjj:at^ement>  at  Chicka- 
mauga.  Lookout  Mountain.  Mission  Hid^e  and 
many  othei-s,  and  the  impre.ssi(m  thai  that  terril»lc 
experience  made  uikhi  his  mind  is  only  neutralized 
under  the  shadow  of  the  national  rta*;.  At  the  ex- 
piniticm  of  his  term  of  >ervlce  Mr.  (iarlick  wns 
discharged  in  1804, soon  after  the  battles  of  .lones- 
Ihu'o  and  Atlanta. 

On  leaving  the  army,  our  subject  returned  to 
Toledo,  Ohio,  and  aftA*rward  entered  the  Adrian 
Michigan  College  for  ji  time,  lie  M»on.  however, 
went  to  Big  Ra|>ids,  .Mich.,  in  the  year  1H()(),  mid 
wiUi  engaged  in  mechanical  work  for  a  few 
years.  In  IHfJH  he  came  to  Lnn>inir  and  »as 
enyfajifed  by  the  Stale  as  Clerk  in  the  Auditor- 
(Jeneral's  otiice  under  (ien.  William  II.  Humphry. 
In  1H7(»  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice 
Cornell,  their  weddiuir  buinsi;  solemn izA'cl  (K-tober  5. 
With  his  bride  he  went  back  to  Uig  Kapids,  and 
there  remained  for  one  year  until  he  could  dost* 
out  his  property.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time 
he  returned  to  Lan>ing  and  here  located  himstdf 
permanently.  He  had  Ihh'U  variously  engaged 
until  the  death  of  his  father-in-law  oi^'urred,  which 
took  place  in  March.  1S«H.  and  he  immediately 
became  the  successor  in  the  real-e>late  business, 
which  Mr.  (V)rnell  had  conducted  so  long  and  suc- 
cessfully. 

Like  most  of  the  brave  men  who  have  "HMved 
their  country  in  time  of  trial.  Mr.  (iarlick  takes 
great  ])leasure  in  the  fraternity  of  the  (irand  Arniy 
of  the  Republic,  and  the  ex]K*riences  through 
which  the  veterans  passed  are  alway>  new.     He  is 


I    at  pi-esiMit  Adjutant  and  hah  I^een  lK>tli  Junior  and 

I  .St»nior  Vice-Commander  of  the  \Hist  of  which  he 
is  a  mend»er.  .Vthougli  he  is  oonnect-ed  with  tbr 
.Mas<»nic  fraternity,  he  is  not  an  active  member. 
Our  subjivt  and  his  wife  ai"e  the  parents  of  four 
childivn.  whose*  names  are  as  follows:  Tx-la,  (iraw. 
Ralph  and  Mark. 

It  will  not  be  out  of  place  to  hei*e  give  a  slight 
sketch  of  .Mi-s.  (rarlickV  father,  Jacob  Cornell,  a.< 
.Mr.  1  Iarlick 's  career  is  so  clo{<elv  connected  with 
that  of  his  father-in-law.    The  gentleman  wa:*  \)on\ 

'  in  Poughkeepsie.  N.  Y.  On  reaching  manho^xl  he 
came  to  .Michigan.  In  1834  he  .settled  in  Liviiitf- 
>ton  County,  and  sul)sei|uently  ivnioved  t4>  Katoii 
(  ounty.  where  he  married  Miss  Julia  Rogers. 
Here  he  devoted  himself  to  clearing  up  a  farm, 
which  he  ha<l  acquired,  and  I'eniained   there  with 

I  the  exception  of  a  short  time  8|)ent  in  Afason, until 
cominir  to  Ionising  in  186().  Mrs*.  Garlick  was 
born  March  2({.  18r)2,  on  the  old  farm  in  Eaton 
County.  Mich. 

After  coming  here  Mv.  Cornell  .soon  liegan  to 
engage  in  the  n'al-estate  busini^s^,  and  continued 
to  Ik'  thus  employed  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
ill  l8S8.at  the  aire  of  sixty-six  years.  His  widow 
still  survives  and  lives  in  this  city  with  our  subject 
and  her  daughter.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we 
write  with  all  the  membei*s  of  his  family  woi*ship 
at  tiie  Methodist  Epis<»oi)al  Chuivh.  Tbcy  aiv  en- 
thusiastic workers  in  everything  that  i)crtains  to 
the  spread  of  (iospel  teaching,  and  give  lilK>rally  of 

.    their  siib-tance  as  well  as  their  time.      Mr.  (varlick 
is  a  man  who  is  highly  si)oken  of  by   friends  and 

I    business  }is<«M'iates.     Politic»ally  he  is  a  Prohihition- 

:    ist. 
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OlIN  lirMIMIREV.  iSiune  men  t*an  pui-sue 
only  one  line  of  business  successfully  while 
others  ran  successively  take  up  tirade,  agri- 
culture and  manufacturing  and  c-au  conchiet 
all  with  e<iual  >uccess  and  satisfaction.  .Such  a  man 
must  of  course  have  a  considerable  degree  of  adapt- 
.•ibility  as  well  as  more  than  a  modicum  of  enter- 
prise, and   the  one  of  whom  we  write  may  jiu»tly 
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liave  j«iieh  traits  aseril)e(i  to  him.  lie  is  now  ji 
prominent  farmer  and  stock-rai.Her,  <»wnin^  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acre*  of  choice  land  on  sec- 
tion.*^ 15  and  16,  of  Brighton  Township,  Livingston 
County,  and  he  is  a  native  of  l)<»troit.  I K)rn  Feb- 
ruary 19,  IH42. 

John  Humphrey,  Sr.,  tlie  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a  native  of  England  who  c^me  to  Americii 
earlv  in  life  and  l)ecame  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Detroit.  During  his  pioneer  days  in  Michigan 
he  followed  luml>ering  but  sulisequently  l)ecame  a 
drover  and  was  one  of  the  l)est  known  men  in  Mich- 
igan, as  he  traveled  over  nearly  all  of  the  Southern 
Peninsula,  buying  stiK'k  and  driving  it  to  the  mar- 
ket at  Detroit.  He  was  one  of  the  first  men  in 
Michigan  to  take  up  this  line  of  work  and  he  fol- 
lowed it  until  al)out  the  time  of  the  Civil  War, 
when  he  retired  from  business.  He  had  then  ae- 
(|uired  a  well-rounded  fortune,  although  he  had 
ccmie  to  this  country  with  limited  mean^.  He  died 
in  Detroit  in  18H4,  having  filled  out  eighty -seven 
veal's  of  worthy  and  industrious  life. 

Rosanna  Blake,  a  native  of  England,  l>ecaine  the 
wife  of  John  Humphrey,  Sr.,  and  the  mother  of 
our  subject.  She  had  only  two  childi-en  and  the 
other  son  is  now  living  in  San  Francisco.  It  is 
many  yeai*s  now-  since  she  passed  from  earth.  He 
of  whom  we  writt»  wa>  reared  to  maplK)od  in  the 
lH.'4iutiful  City  of  the  Strait**  and  there  received  his 
education.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  he  became  an  . 
express  messenger  for  several  companies  and  when 
the  war  broke  out  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
(ioveriiment,  his  duty  being  in  the  line  of  collect- 
ing  and  .shipping  hoi>es  and  other  stock  and  ac- 
companying his  shipments  to  the  front  or  wherever 
they  were  ordered.  He  often  sjx'nt  days  at  a  time 
upon  th<?se  excu lesions  and  many  times  suffered 
from  exposures  and  privations,  and  continued  in 
this  work  through  most  of  the  yeai>  of  the  war. 

When  the  ^'piping  times  of  peace"  came  round 
again  tlie  young  man  resumed  business  as  an  ex- 
pr€«s»  messenger  for  about  two  years,  after  which 
he  l>Gcame  a  memlx»r  of  the  Hrm  of  Cho|>e  i\r  Fale, 
painters  and  de<*orators,  of  Pontiac.  He  sub^e- 
quently  removed  to  Detroit  where  he  l>ei*ame  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  (iodfrev  tV  Co.  After  an 
extended  tour  throughout  the  Wost  visiting  a  nuin- 


l)er  of  the  large  cities.  Mr.  Humphrey  returned  to 
Detroit  and  for  two  years  carried  on  a  wholesale 
business  in  fruit,  but  in  1885  he  purchased  his 
pi*esent  |>roperty  and  removed  to  Brighton  Town- 
ship. 

In  187o  he  was  married  to  Miss  I^vina  Blackmar, 
who  was  lx>rn  in  Plymouth,  Mich.,  and  this  union 
ha*<  l)een  blessed  with  five  children,  namely:  John 
B.,  Zachariah  C,  Jennie,  Myra  and  Mildred.  Mr. 
Humphrey  is  a  man  unusually  well  informed  in 
regard  to  mattei>  of  public  interest,  and  he  is  a 
thorough  Republican  in  his  i)oliti(^l  views.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  connected  with  the  Masonic 
order  and  takes  a  great  interest  in  its  progress.  He 
values  his  farm  and  the  stock  uixm  it  and  delights 
in  i*aising  the  liest  grades  of   animals  of  all  kinds. 


;•** 


ON.  (  HARLES  M.  W(X)l).  The  prominent 
^^  ivsident  of  Putnam  Town.»<hip,  LivingsUm 
County,  of  whom  we  now  write  was  l>orn 
SeptemlKM-  29,  1826,  in  West  Brookfleld, 
Mass.,  and  is  a  son  of  John  Wood,  who  was  a  card- 
maker  for  cott4)n  and  woi»l  and  also  a  shoemaker 
and  merchant  of  that  place.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, Samuel  Wood,  wjis  lK)rn  on  New  Year's 
day.  which  was  also  the  Sabbath,  in  1747,  and  his 
wife,  Abigail  Wood,  was  born  March  20,  1 748. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children  an<l  the 
father  of  our  subject  was  next  to  the  youngesl. 
lK?ing  born  February  25,  1781).  The  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject  and  seven  of  hiss<msl)elonged 
to  WashinyfUm's  army  and  served  throujfh  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Annie  Tra.sk  and  was  born  NoveinlK?r  7,  179(» 
at  Leicester,  Mass.  Her  father  was  David  Trask, 
who  was  Captain  of  a  cjivalry  company  in  the 
Massa<*husetts  State  Militia.  He  was  l>orn  June  I. 
1784  an<i  the  grandmother  of  our  subject  was  Ixu'ii 
May  <).  1768.  After  l>eing  married  in  Leicester, 
Mass.,  February  18,  ISUK  the  parents  of  our  sub- 
jei*t  resided  there  for  a  short  time  and  then  re- 
moved to  West  Brooktield  the  same  State  till  IH.S.S, 
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when  they  removed  to  Geneva,  Ontario  Countv, 
N.  Y.,  and  in  (X'tobor,  1835,  came  West.  Here 
they  located  at  Ann  Arbor,  hut  in  June,  1837, 
came  to  this  countr}'  and  settled  upon  a  new  farm 
in  Iosco  Township,  Livin^ton  County.  Their 
eldest  son,  George  C,  was  the  fii*st  settler  in  that 
townsliip,  as  he  came  there  December  25,  1835. 

John  and  Annie  Wood  with  their  son  Charles, 
came  to  Putnam  Township  in  the  spring  of  1845 
and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  which 
was  partially  improved.  The  mother  died  Febru- 
ary 6,  1860,  and  the  father  passed  away  March  28, 
1864.  Of  their  seven  children  two  only  arc  now 
living — our  subject  and  John  M.,  who  at  the  age 
of  seventy-eight  years  makes  his  home  in  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  and  who  is  connected  with  the  pul>- 
Hshing  house  of  (i.  k  C.  Merriam,  the  publisliei-s  of 
WebvSter*s  Dictionary  and  has  l)een  with  tliem  for 
over  forty  \'ears.  lie  read  proof  on  the  Interna- 
tional edition  of  the  dictionary. 

Our  subject  was  nine  years  of  age  when  he  came 
to  Michigan  and  attended  school  at  Ann  Arl)or 
and  later  returned  for  a  year  and  a  half  to  Spring- 
field, Mass.,  where  he  pui-sucd  his  education.  When 
seventeen  years  old  he  bcijan  teaching  school  in 
this  county  and  also  worked  on  his  fatlier's  faiin. 
Flis  happy  married  life  l>egan  Novemlicr  25,  1847, 
his  bride  being  Sarah  A.  Bullis,  daughter  of  (liarles 
and  Sarah  (Ilalsey)  Bullis,  early  >ettlers  in  this 
county,  who  came  here  about  tlie  year  IH.'^D.  They 
were  tlie  paients  of  nine  cliildren,  live  of  wlunn 
still  survive.  Their  daughter,  Mrs.  NVood  was 
born  April  21K  1H24  in  (ihent  Township,  Columbia 
County,  N.  Y. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wo(k1  have  l)een  granted  four 
children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely: 
Julia  A.,  wife  of  I.saac  Pangborn;  (ieorge  Dwight, 
who  married  Klvirn  J.  Riddle  and  has  two  children, 
and  Jenny  L..  wife  of  A.  F.  Wegener,  who  is  the 
mother  of  two  children.  To  these  children  the 
parents  gave  the  be>t  coniinon-sehool  education 
which  they  could  command,  and  l»rought  them  u]) 
in  the  faith  and  practice  u{  the  Christian  religion, 
l)eing  members  of  the  CongregjitiouMl  Clinrch  at 
Pinckney,  of  which  Iwxly  Mr.  Wood  is  Clerk. 

This  gentleman  has  been  a  memlMu-  of  the  hx'al 
School  Board  wheie  his  broad   views  of  education 


have  made  him  a  power  for  good.  He  has  been 
Master  in  the  Orange  and  also  Deputy  Organizer 
and  has  organized  some  forty  or  fifty  granges 
throughout  the  State.  He  began  his  political  life 
as  a  Whig  and  when  fourteen  years  old  was  a 
warm  advocate  of  old  Tippecanoe,  I^ter  he  became 
a  Republican  and  has  frequently  sat  a^  delegate  in 
county,  Ccmgressional  and  State  conventions. 

The  public  cai-eer  of  the   Hon.    Mr.    Wood   was 
marked  by  his  election  in  the  fall  of  1874,  to  rep- 
resent the  Kighteenth  District  in  the  State  Senate 
I    of  Michigan.     That  district  then  comprised  Uv- 
ingston  and   Shiaw^assee  Counties.     He  was  active 
in  the  session  (»f  1875  and  opposed  the  repeal  of 
the  old  prohibitory  law.     He  was  a  personal  friend 
of  the  Hon.  Ziich  Chandler  and  was  deeply  disap- 
pointed when  that  gentleman  was  during  that  year 
defeated  in  his  race  for  the  I'nited  States  Senate. 
Mr.  Wood   was  enumerator  of  the  I'nited  States 
cen>us  in  both  IHHO  and  1800.     He  has  fullv   one- 

half  of  his  line  tract  of  three  hundred  acres  under 

I 

cultivalion  and  thoroughly  enjoys  superintending 
his  farm,     lie    has    remodeled   and    enlarged    the 
I    residence  which  was  built  in    1847  and   has  added 
I    to  the  farm  from  time  to  time  by  purchase. 
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AMKS  MAKKKY  is  the  proprietor  of  Mar- 
key's  Livery,  located  on  Washtenaw  Street, 
Kast.  lie  is  also  Chief  of  the  Fire  I)e|.>arl- 
ment  in  the  city,  and  in  this  capacity  is  one 
of  the  "most  efUciont  officials  in  public  service.  He 
was  born  in  Hunker  Hill.  Ingham  County,  August 
31,  1810.  and  is  a  son  of  Patrick  and  Ann  (Caven- 
der)  Markey.  The  former  was  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers in  the  township  above  mentioned,  here  mar- 
rying his  wif(»  in  Loud(m,  in  1834,  coming  to  this 
county  four  years  previous  to  that  auspicious 
event,  during  which  time  he  lived  alone  on  his 
farm. 

On  tirst  coming  to  the  State,  and  locating  on  his 
land,  Tatriek  Markey  found  it  wild  and  unculti- 
vated, he  however,  devoted  himself  to  the  iinpi-ove- 
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iiient  of  the  farm  lioniestead.  an<l  made  the  place 
his  residence  until  186;'),  when  he  sold  it  and  pur- 
cliased  another  ])laee-  tliree  miles  east  of  the  old 
home.  There  he  lived  until  lS7t,  at  which  time 
he  removed  to  Hlaeknum  Township,  .Jackson 
Countv.  where  he  and  hi>  wife  still  live.  Mr. 
Markey  was  a  public-spirited  man.  whose  interests 
were  alwiivs  w^itli  those  who  desired  the  further- 
aiiee  of  im])rovements  in  the  township.  He  served 
several  times  as  SujHM'visor  of  his  townshii>.  an<l 
wjis  also  Assi*ssor  and  Tax  Collector. 

Mr.  Markey  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in  the  State 
who  knew  the  lack  of  c<mvenitMices  that  arc  now 
at  Iiand.     The  tii-st  sack  of  meal  that   he    pnK'ured 
after  cominj^:  to  this  State,  he  carried  on  his  hack 
fnmi  Detroit  to  his  Inmie.  a   <iistance  of  stnentv- 
live  miles.     The  next  vear,  however,  a  mill  was  lo- 
cated  at  Dexter,  twentv-six  miles  distant,  where  he 
iM)uld  have  corn  <i:round.   His  mail,  aLn)  was  procured 
at  I)<»xter,  and  was  <rone  for  onlv  once  a  month,  let- 
lei's  lKMn«:  luxuries  in  that  day.  that  had  to  Ik*  paid 
for  at  a  \n<:\\  price,  the  postaire  heiuiif  at  that   time 
twentv-tive  cents  per  letter.      Mr.  Markev,  .Sr..  was 
l>orn  in  Ireland,  and  came  to  the  I'liitt'd  Stat^^s  when 
111*  had  reached  the  ai^e  of  twcntv-one  vears.     Oiu* 
.•subject's  maternal  grandfather  wa>  one  of  the  earl- 
iest v^»t fid's  of  Washtenaw.     lie  was  Jamts  ( 'a ven- 
ule r. 

Our  subject.  James  Markey,  «rrew  to  manh<H)d  on 
the  old  farm,  acquirinu^  Mreuii^th  and  viiror  with 
the  routine  of  (Uitdoor  life  that  was  necesNUV  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  fine  order  in  which  his  fa- 
ther kept  his  placi»;  he  there  also  ac(piired  a  iroo<l 
i*ducati(m.  Cominjir  to  Lansiuijin  IHdc;,  the  youuif 
man  enjjasfed  at  once  in  the  livery  business  and 
has  devoted  himself  to  this  line  most  of  the  time 
since  1877.  All  his  interests  and  connections  are 
t-loK^lv  allied  with  this  citv.  Here  he  married  his 
wife,  who  was  before  marriajic.  Miss  Lizzie  Otto- 
vine,  of  (Irand  Rapids.  Their  marria<fe  was  cele- 
brated XovemlxM-  7,  1877.  The  ladv  i>  a  daui;liter 
<if  Julius  Ottovine,  one  of  the  earlv  settlers  of 
Ctrand  Kapids. 

The  original  of  our  sket<*h  was  appointed  chief 
of  the  I<»an.sing  Fire  Department  in  May,  185M).jnid 
in  May,  1891  hereceivcMl  the  compliment  of  u  re-ap- 
|K)intment.  lie  has  been  <-Iose]y  ideiitifie*!  with  the 


Fire  Department  for  a  number  of  year>,  belonging 
to  the  Hook  and  Uulder  Truck  Company  for  ten 
years  before  his  ap|x>intment  as  Chief  of  Fire  De- 
partment. He  has  never  l»een  actively  inteit»sted 
in  politics,  and  is  not  an  office  seeker.  He  ca^stshis 
vote  with  the  Democratic^  party,  and  is  a  good 
repre>entative  and  upholder  of  that  political  body. 
Mr.  Markev  has  a  verv  pleasiint  home  on  the  corner 
of  Washtenaw  and  (irand  Avenue,  which  is  one  of 
the  most  delightful  l<K'ations  in  the  city.  Person- 
ally he  is  a  genial  and  whole-souled  man,  hail  fel- 
low well  met,  with  his  equals.  He  is  much  liked 
by  all  who  have  any  dealings  with  him.  Socially 
he  is  a  meml>er  of  the  Hil)ernian  Societv.  and  is  also 
a  Knight  of  the  MaccalHM»s. 

Mr.  MarkevV  liverv  stable  is  one  of  the  lH»st  in 
the  city;  he  keeps  a  number  of  good  hoi'ses  and 
comfortable  carriages,  having  constantly  <m  hand 
at  least  sixteen  hoi'ses.  His  busine>*s  location  is  one 
f)f  the  lH»st,  most  central  and  c(mvenient  in  the 
city.  He  has  also  in  connection  with  his  stable,  a 
large  feed  trade,  every  farmer  from  a  di.stance  of 
twenty  miles  around  knowing  "Jimmy*'  as  he  is 
called  among  his  familiars. 


Sfllh^  •^ 


fe> 


^ 


VILLI  AM  PKTKI^S.     The  pleasant   and  l»e- 

\/kJl'  "**^'*^'^*"^  gentleman  who  forms  the  subject 
W^i  of  our  sketch,  although  of  foreign  birth 
has  })roved  himself  a  ])atriotic  son  of  the  country 
of  his  adoption,  as  he  was  among  the  nn)st  earnest 
and  zealous  to  spring  to  her  defense  in  the  dark 
hours  of  the  Civil  War.  enlisting  under  one  of  the 
tirst  call>  sent  out  by  President  Lincoln.  In  his 
character  and  intent  he  illustrates  tinelv  the  irmnd 
material  of  which  our  country  has  been  made  up, 
a>  he  left  his  native  country  to  find  in  this  land  of 
lilKMiy  a  broader  field  for  his  energies  and  a  belter 
opp<)rt unity  to  serve  his  generation. 

Mr.  Peters,  who  is  now  carrying  on  the  (iouoje 
avocation  of  farmer  and  blacksmith,  resides  on  sec- 
tion IB.  Hamburii  Township,  Livini>ston  Countv. 
and  i>  the  >on  of  Nightingale  Peters  who  was  Sec- 
onal gMmek<^pp<'r  for  Lord  Cowper  of  Hertfordshire, 
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England,  being  born  there  a!>out  the  year  1800 
and  entering  the  iservk^e  of  Ix)rd  C'owptT  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one.  This  menilwr  of  the  British  nobil- 
ity was  a  relative  in  direct  line  of  the  |K)et  Cow- 
per,  and  Mr.  Pete^i-s  sj)eaks  of  lK)th  iiim  and  I^dy 
C'owper  with  great  respect  and  veneration.  Es|)ei'- 
ially  is  this  the  case  in  regard  to  this  la<iy,wlio  wjis 
dev^oted  to  the  |x?ople  of  her  estate  and  hK)kcd  out 
for  their  interests  with  ijreat  kindness  and  faith- 
fulness. 

After  si>ending  twenty-one  yeai*s  in  the  service 
of  Lord  Cowper,  Nightingale  Peters  entered  the 
service  of  Sir  Al>el  Smith  as  fli*st  gamekeeper,  and 
remained  with  him  until  called  hence  hv  death  in 
1862.  Al)OUt  the  vear  1821  he  married  Martha 
Graves,  who  was  lK)rn  in  Kngland  in  1801  and  died 
al>out  the  voar  181)8.  Thev  had  nine  children, 
our  subject,  who  wju*  born  in  May,  188;'),  ]>eing  the 
fifth  in  age  and  the  only  one  who  ever  came  to 
America.  One  of  his  brothers  wentlo  Australia  an<l 
has  not  lH»en  heard  from  since  1H7.S,  Imt  the  rest  of 
the  family  have  remained  in  their  native  home. 

Our  subject  attended  a  sch(K)l  whicli  was  sup- 
ported by  Lady  Cowper  until  he  reached  the  a^^e 
of  twelve  veal's  and  then  worked  for  four  s  eai>  <ni 
the  Cowper  estate,  after  which  he  spent  two  years 
in  a  factory  in  AValcs.  In  18.'):5  he  came  to  New 
York  and  spent  several  years  there,  h'aruini;  liis 
trade  and  spending  some^^hn'c  years  as  a  sailor.  In 
18()1  he  left  the  city  and  bought  a  place  in  Canas- 
t(;ta,  N.  Y.  In  XHiV-)  he  married  Hosilla,  dauirhter  of 
Nathan  leaker,  who  was  born  in  IHl.'i  and  is  the 
onlv  daui^htrr  in  a  fjunily  of  four  ciiildren,  all  of 
whom  arc  livinii^. 

In  IH^T)  this  young  couple  migrated  to  Michigan, 
settlinu:  in  Pcltvsvine,  Livin<rston  Count v,  where 
Mr.  IVters  lK>ught  a  sjiop  jind  somewhat  later  pur- 
chased eitrhtv  acies  on  section  IT).  IlamburiT  Town- 
ship  and  there  built  him  a  brMUtiful  home.  Three 
daughters  and  oi^*  son  have  blest  this  union — Lil- 
Iv,  who  Fcceived  a  irood  education  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Charles  Uurrows;  William  A.  who  resides 
in  Owosso;  Winnifred.  who  is  a  teacher  by  profes- 
sion and  Rola  who  is  at  home.  The  mother  of 
these  children  is  a  conscientious  and  active  mem- 
i>er  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Utsides  their 
own  children  this  excellent  cou|)le  had  under  their 


care  in  their  home  for  about  three  years  two  or- 
phan nephews,  who  are  the  only  relativcgi  our  suh- 
je<'t  has  in  this  (*ountry. 

The  exi>erieuce  through  which  Mr.  Peters  {Mu^ed 
during  the  War  of  the  Rel)ellion  has  attached  him 
deeply  to  the  party  which  supported  the  adminis- 
tration during  that  trying  season  and  he  is  a  worker 
in  its  ranks,  lie  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace 
lH»sides  serving  three  terms  as  Township  Cleric,  yet 
he  is  no  politician  or  wirepuller  in  the  accepted 
sense  of  those  words,  and  has  refused  other  offices 
when  they  have  l)een  proffered  him.  He  is  identi- 
fied with  the  Howell  Post,  No.  120,0.  A.  R. 

In  1H()1  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Twelfth 
New  York  Infantrv  and  was  attached  to  the  Anuv 

ft'  ft 

of  the  Potomac,  passing  through  the  Peninsular 
campaign  and  l)eing  active  in  the  first  liattle  of 
Uul  1  Run.  I  le  received  a  sunstroke  previous  to  the 
second  battle  of  Hull  Run  and  was  in  the  hospital 
wagon  at  the  time  of  that  engagement.  Through 
his  two  years  of  service  he  was  never  captured  nor 
severely  wounded.  He  is  a  fine  specimen  of  the 
sturdy,  honest  Knglishman,  who  has  develoi>ed 
along  the  lines  of  our  free  and  broad  national 
influence  into  a  true-hearted  American  citizen. 


czU  -^ 


>C^. 
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W.  RIKKRl).  Of  all  the  good  fellows 
in  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  none  are  more 
liked  or  popular  than  he  of  whtmi  we  write. 
As  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Capital 
Lumber  Company,  our  subject  finds  his  time  and 
attention  (Kcupicd  to  the  fullest  extent  with  his 
business  cares.  He  was  born  in  Birmingham.  Oak- 
land County,  Mich..  February  15, 1861.  His  father 
was  1).  W.  Rikerd,  a  native  of  New  York,  havinsr 
been  born  in  Rbeinbeck,  Dutchess  County,  where  he 
was  raised  and  educated.  Thence  he  came  to  Oak- 
land County,  this  State,  about  1832-33,  and  loc- 
ated in  Troy  where  he  first  engaged  in  fanning, 
then  removed  to  near  Birmingham,  where  he  was 
most  actively  engaged  in  business.  Here  he  wa^^  a 
pioneer  settler  and  like  other  settlers  began  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ladder.     He  secured  a  tract  of  land 
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in  the  midst  of  which  he  built  a  log  house  and 
cleared  his  land  as  he  could,  planting  and  reaping 
until  he  had  the  whole  tract  under  the  finest  state 
of  cultivation. 

There  Mr.  Rikerd,  Sr.,  secured  and  partially 
improved  several  farms  and  in  1864  he  came  to 
Lansing  Township  where  he  purchased  between 
four  hundred  and  five  hundred  acre^  of  land.  He 
resided  on  this  farm  for  two  veai*s  and  then  came 
to  the  city  of  I>ansing  where  he  has  ever  since 
lived.  He  now  resides  on  the  corner  of  Franklin 
Street  and  Capitol  Avenue.  Our  subject's  mother 
was  before  her  marriage  a  Miss  Harriet  E.  Case, 
born  in  Birmingham,  this  State.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Lyman  Case,  a  native  of  New  York,  who 
settled  in  Birminjsrham  at  an  early  day  and  there 
died. 

Our  subject  \>as  reared  and  educated  in  this  city. 
He  remained  at  home  and  while  there  was  engaged 
in  the  pui-suit  of  his  studies  at  school  until  seven- 
teen years  of  age.  In  1878  he  Iwgan  life  for  him- 
self as  a  clerk  in  Broas'  clothing  store  and  there 
he  remained  for  five  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  laid  off  for  one   year.     In    188;")    he  was 

• 

appointed  Deputy  Revenue  Collector  for  the  Sixth 
Division  of  the  First  District  by  .lolin  B.  Malonv, 
of  Detroit.  Our  subject  took  his  position  July  1. 
of  that  year,  and  was  the  fii-st  Democrat  Deputy 
Revenue  Collector  ever  appointed  in  Michigan. 
He  served  until  June  30,  1889.  The  division  that 
he  was  given  charge  of  embraced  Jackson,  Cal- 
houn, Ingham,  Genesee,  Clinton,  Shiawassee  and 
Gratiot  Counties. 

In  1889  Mr.  Rikerd  Iwcunie  connected  with  the 
luml)er  company  with  which  ho  is  now.  lie  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  this  company  which  took 
form  and  Ijecame  an  acce})ted  fact  in  P'ebruary. 
1889.  At  that  time  he  was  elected  Secret^iry  and 
Treasurer  and  has  since  held  that  position.  The 
company  have  two  yards,  one  of  which  is 
at  North  I^nsing,  called  the  Michigan  Avenue 
Yards.  They  also  have  a  planing  mill  at 
North  Lansing  and  manufacture  sash,  doors,  blinds 
and  contractors'  supplies. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  Mn^ter  of  Cap- 
itol Lodge,  No.  66,  V,  d-  A.  M.,  in  the  city  of 
Lansing.     In  his  politicical  views  he  is,  of  course, 


a  Democrat,  as  would  be  understood  from  the 
fact  that  he  was  appointed  to  his  ofiieial  posi- 
tion under  that  party.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  ('ounty  Democratic  Committee  and  is  also  a 
member  of  the  City  Committee,  having  been  sent 
to  several  State  and  county  conventions.  The 
lumber  company  with  which  he  is  now  connected 
and  which  owes  its  lyeing  in  no  small  respect  to 
him,  is  one  of  the  most  important  in  Central  Mich- 
igan and  does  a  great  amount  of  business. 


^m|m|^ 


yl 


f'ACOB  STAHL.  One  never  realizes  the 
truth  of  tlie  saying  that  all  is  not  gold  that 
glittei's  as  much  jis  when  standing  l>efore 

^'  the  enticing  window  of  a  hardware  store 
glittering  with  its  bright  pans  and  pails  and 
numerous  cooking  utensils  and  for  all  one  knows 
j)erfectly  well  that  the  resemblance  to  the  precious 
metal  is  sjMicious,  there  is  seldom  a  housewife  that 
IS  not  fascinated,  (hie  of  the  most  noticeable 
luirdware  establishment**  in  tlie  city  of  I^nsing, 
attractive  in  its  arrangement  and  having  the  largest 
stiK'k  in  this  ix)rtion  of  the  county,  is  owned  and 
conducted  by  the  gentleman  whosi*  name  is  at  the 
head  of  this  sketcli. 

The  building  in  which  Mr.  Stahl's store  is  located 
has  a  thirty-four-foot  frontage  and  is  one  hundred 
and  forty -six  feet  deep.  He  <x*cupies  the  fii*sl  floor 
of  the  building  and  the  basement  and  carries  a 
very  heavy  stock  of  the  ginids  of  which  he  makes 
a  specialty.  Mr.  Stahl  has  been  in  the  busines^ 
here  since  1881  and  is  now  generally  recognized 
jis  among  the  most  prominent  men  of  the  city. 
The  building  which  he  occupies  he  erected  in  1887. 
It  is  a  fine  structure,  having  a  front  of  pressed 
brick  and  is  attractive  in  style  of  architecture  and 
while  not  overladen  with  superfluous  ornamenta- 
ti(m,  it  is  graceful  and  modem.  The  trimmings 
are  of  Lake  Superior  stone,  which  givers  an  air  of 
solidity  and  permanency  to  the  building.  The 
windows  are  great  squares  of  plate  glass  through 
which  the  stock  is  displayed  tc)  the  greatest  advant- 
age.    The   interior  is  elegantly  finished   in   hanl 
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wood,  with  an  admirable  polish  that  \»  made  by 
four-eoat  work.  The  etttablishment  is  said  by 
traveling  hardware  men  to  Ik>  the  finest  in  iti» 
finish  and  the  way  in  which  it  is  kejjt  up  of  any 
ehtablishment  that  they  have  ever  seen,  and  so 
scrupulously  nice  is  it  kept  in  every  detail  that  one 
seeing  it  for  the  first  time  would  supi)<)se  that  it 
was  just  finished;  Everything  is  thoroughly  dusted 
ever}'  day. 

The  second  floor  of  Mr.  Stahl's  building  is  de- 
voted to  office  nxmi  which  in  jM>int  of  care  cor- 
rt^sjMmds  to  the  i-est  of  the  building.  The  tliinl 
rt<K>r  compnsc»s  a  very  g<K)d  hall  which  is  rcntc'd  to 
the  Independent  Order  of  ()<ld  Fellows  nud  the 
Klks  as  a  plair  of  rendezvous.  The  original  <>f 
our  sketch,  l>esi(h»s  this  busines>  of  which  we  have 
sj>oken,  is  also  int<*rested  in  the  City  National 
liank  and  is  a  I)n*ector  in  the  IVople's  Savings 
Bank  of  West  Bav  City.  Mr.  Stalil  is  also  the 
owner  of  another  handsome  ])uilding  which  wa> 
erected  in  1890  and  is  now  occupied  by  Marble* 
French  <k  Co.  It  is  6CxlM)  feel  in  diniensions  and 
three  stories  high.  He  owns  besides  considerable 
real-estate  and  seven  dwellinjjs  in  the  citv,  also  a 
store  at  Amhei'st,  Ohio,  where  he  was  interested  for 
some  time  l>efore  kn^ating  in  Lansing.  Mr.  Stahl 
gives  his  entire  attention  to  his  legitimate  business, 
which  is  that  of  hardware.  lie  was,  previous  to 
coming  to  this  cit}'  and  while  yet  in  Ohio,  Alder- 
man for  six  years  in  Amherst  and  was  an  active 
member  upon  numerous  county  coniniittees. 

Socially  Mr.  Stahl  is  connected  with  the  be>l 
lodges  of  the  place,  lie  is  a  member  of  the  FJks 
and  also  of  the  Independent  Order  (►f  Odd  Fellows. 
He  Ix'lonirs  hoth  to  the  Lodire  and  Kncampmcnt 
of  thcKnii^hts  of  Pythias,  also  the  rnifornied  Hank 
of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  lb*  is  besi(h>s  a 
member  of  the  Royal  Arcanum.  Mr.  Stahl  i>  a 
believer  in  Christianity  in  il>  purest  and  >inij>lest 
form.  He  worsliij)s  with  the  Congregational  de- 
nomination and  is  a  member  of  that  church. 

Our  subject  wa,**  born  in  (iermany,  August  2»S, 
1H15.  He  came  to  the  I'liited  States  in  IH(>;')  and 
located  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  While  still  in  the 
Fatherland  he  had  learned  the  trade  of  a  machinist 
and  on  locating  in  Cleveland  he  was  employed  in 
^  machine  shop  and    foundry.     After    remaining 


there  <nie  and  a  lialf  years  he  wiu*  made  foreman 
and  had  the  sufK^rvision  over  one  hundred  and 
fifty  men.  He  remained  with  that  (*oni|>any  until 
1871,  when  on  ae^'ount  of  ill  health  he  left  the 
business  and  .*»tarted  in  the  hardware  business  at 
Amhei-st,  Ohio.  Six  years  later  he  sold  out  his  in- 
terest  then*  and  made  a  visit  to  the  Fatherland. 
The  pleasure  with  which  he  once  again  drew 
near  his  I K)y hood's  home  can  l)e  imagined.  The 
following  year.  1H78,  he  went  to  l^ris  and  had 
the  pleasure  of  attending  the  ex|Xj»ition.  His 
trip  to  Paris  was  made  with  his  family  and  they 
extended  it  so  that  it  embraced  a  most  interesting 
tour  through  other  jwrts  of  Kuro])e. 

(hi  coming  to  I^n.<ing,  January  2(>,  18H1.  Mr. 
Stahl  iinme(|iately  began  to  look  a)K>ut  to  si*e  what 
opening  there  was  for  him  in. this  city.  He  pnr- 
cha>ed  two  >t<K*ks  of  hardware  and  scnm  after  i*s- 
tablished  himself  in  trade  as  al)ove  related.  Since 
that  time  he  has  been  most  succt»ssful.  His  affairs 
are  carried  on  under  the  most  bu»^in ess-like  j)rinci- 
ples.  On  February  l.'K  18r)8.  Mr.  Stahl  was  united 
in  niarriaire  to  Mi»  Kate  Hessert,  at  that  time  of 
(  leveland.  Ohio,  bnl  like  himself  of  (terman  birth 
and  parentaire.  She  was  b(>rn  in  (iermanv  in  184;"), 
coniinii:  to  this  country  in  1852.  and  loc^tinsr  in 
the  city  in  which  her  marriage  took  place.  Thi> 
union  has  been  ble>l  by  the  birth  of  two  children 
—  Louis  and  Frank.  One  of  the  sons  is  in  tlu' 
store  and  i)roves  to  be  an  efficient  a*<vsistant  in  the 
c<»nduct  of  his  father's  business. 


^#^MI-^^«-l@ 
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ON.  JAMES  n.  PORTFIL  who  is  ex-Secrc- 
tary  of  State,  and  a  jirominent  man  i-esid- 
ing  in  Lansing,  was  lK)rn  in  Mareellus,  N. 
v..  September  7,  1824.  He  is  a  son  of  the 
Rev.  Seth  J.  Porter,  who  was  a  native  of  Williani- 
ston.  Mass..  and  educated  at  Auburn,  X.  V.,  devot- 
ing himself  to  the  dei)artment  of  theolosfv.  He 
l>repared  himself  for  the  ]*resbyterian  ministry  and 
><M>n   after    being  admitted  to  the   Presbytery  >va.s 

•  ft 

unite<l  in  n.arriai»e  t(»  ^liss    Cynthia  M.  Haines  of 

i    Skanea teles. 
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Our  subject's  father's  first  charge  was  at  New 
Lisbon,  N.  Y.,  and  his  last  charge  before  coming  to 
Michigan  was  at  Janesville,  N.  V.  His  advent  in 
this  State  was  made  in  the  fall  of  1H33,  at  which 
time  he  located  at  Kalamazoo.  In  1884  he  died, 
leaving  a  widow  and  three  children,  our  subject 
being  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  E.  II.  Porter  of 
this  city  being  his  brother  and  Mrh.  Julia  A.  Hay- 
denburk,  of  Olivet,  Mich.,  heiug  his  sister.  His 
mother  lived  until  May  14,  1889,  her  decease  tak- 
ing place  in  Lansing,  she  being  at  the  time  eighty- 
five  years  of  age. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  James  B.  went  to 
Otsego,  subsequently  finishing  his  education  at 
Allegan  Seminary,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in 
the  dry-goods  trade  at  Otsego,  l)eing  one  of  the 
firm  of  House  iV  Porter,  the  firm  name  afterward 
being  Porter  A'  Eaton.  In  1850  he  was  elected 
Regist4*r  of  Deeds  and  County  Clerk  of  Allegan 
County,  which  jxisition  he  held  continuously  for 
ten  yeai*s.  In  1860  our  subject  was  elected  Secre- 
tary of  State  on  the  Re})ublican  ticket  and  held 
the  office  though  the  entire  war  period,  going  out 
of  office  in  January,  18()7.  He  removed  his  family 
to  Olivet  in  1864,  being  Secretary  and  Treasurer 
for  two  years  of  Olivet  College.  In  1866  he 
moved  to  lousing,  and  after  going  out  of  office 
he  engaged  in  the  real-estate  and  insurance  busi- 
ness in  which  he  has  been  ever  since,  the  firm  be- 
ing originally  that  of  Jones  6!  Porter.  The 
former,  Mr.  Jon«s,  is  one  of  the  oldest  men  in  the 
city,  and  has  witnessed  a  great  change*  in  the  city 
of  Lansing  and  in  the  value  of  its  real  estate.  Our 
subject  has  not  interested  himself  to  any  extent  in 
politics  since  he  filled  the  office  of  Secretary  of 
State. 

Mr.  Porter  was  united  in  marriage  August  17, 
1845,  to  Eunice  J.  House,  of  Otsego.  Mich.  By 
this  union  he  has  become  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren, both  sons.  Edgar  S.  is  residing  in  Lansing 
and  the  younger,  William  H.,  is  a  resident  of  this 
city.  Mrs.  Porter  was  born  in  Clyde,  N.  Y.,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  E.  H.  House,  who  came  to  ^lichi- 
gan  in  1837,  and  located  in  Otsego.  He  there  died 
in  1858,  having  l»een  one  of  the  earliest  })ioneers 
in  that  part  of  the  county.  IJeing  Secretary  of 
State  during  the  war  period,   a  great  deal  of  extra 


work  was  entailed  upon  Mr.  Porter.  The  issuing 
of  commissions  was  his  work,  and  .  as  there  were 
vseveral  thousands  and  large  correspondence  with 
the  general  Government,  his  time  and  attention 
were  fully  occupied. 


'^ 


;f  LBP:RT   CLARK.     The  United   States  of 
America,  as  a  nation,  has  done  more  than 
any  other  people  during  the  present  cen- 
-^  tury  to  foster  and  encourage  that  spirit  of 

inventive  genius  with  which  her  sons  seem  to  Ik* 
imbued;  more  especially  in  connection  with  man- 
ufacturers and  inventions  that  tend  to  reduce  both 
manual  and  animal  lal>or.  This  tendency  has 
brought  our  nation  to  the  front  as  one  of  the 
greatest  manufacturing  i>eople  in  the  world  and 
we  could  hardly  have  hit  upon  a  happier  illustra- 
tion of  this  fact  than  in  the  improvements  which 
have  been  brought  about  by  the  firm  of  Clark  <fe 
Co.,  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  whose  senior 
member  is  represented  by  the  name  at  the  head  of 
this  paragraph. 

The  carriage  works  of  tlie  firm  just  mentioned 
are  under  the  direction  of  the  following  gentle- 
men: All)ert  Clark,  E.  H.Davis  and  A.  A.  Nichols, 
while  Frank  (i.  Clark  is  assistant  and  mechanical 
superintendent  and  J.  J.  Frost  is  manager  of  sales. 
Mr.  Clark  came  to  Lansing  in  1863,  walking  thither 
because  he  had  no  money  to  ride,  and  he  at  once 
secured  work  with  Sprang  iV  Ostrander.  As  he  had 
previously  learned  the  trade  of  carriage-making 
he  remained  with  them  as  a  journeyman  for  three 
yeai-s,  when  he  bought  out  Mr.  Ostrander's  inter- 
est and  the  firm  continued  under  the  name  of 
S})rang  c\r  Clark,  doing  business  where  the  large 
factory  of  Clark  6z  Co.  now  stands,  at  the  corner  of 
(irand  and  Washtenaw  Streets.  ^Ir.  Sprang  finally 
sold  out  to  L.  Frank  Clark  and  Warren  Gunnison, 
a  brother-in-law  of  our  subject,  and  the  firm  then 
took  the  name  of  A.  Clark  A-  Co.  Tho>e  gentle- 
men afUM'ward  s(>ld  their  interest  to  Dart  iV  Davis, 
the  old  hardware  firm,  and  in  1881  Mr.  Nichols 
cjime  into  the  business,  since  which  time  the  mem- 
bers of  the  firm  are  as  we  have  given  them  alK)vc, 
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This  flourishing  business  has  ijrown  from  a  little 
repair  shop,  which  it  was  in  1866,  to  a  business  of 
$200,000  per  annum,  with  an  investment  of  »125,- 
000.  The  main  shoj),  which  was  built  after  the 
fire  of  1886,  contains  the  workshops  and  machine 
room  and  is  a  building  80x80  feet  with  five  flooi-s, 
wherein  are  made  the  various  portions  of  wood 
and  iron  work  necessarv  in  the  manufacture  of  the 
many  kinds  of  vehicles  which  are  made  by  this 
firm.  Here  about  thirty-five  men  are  employed. 
We  next  come  to  the  smith  V  room,  1 10x170  feel, 
entirely  equipped  with  the  latest  im})roved  ma- 
chinery, steam  hammers,  etc.,  and  where  thirty- 
five  men  are  also  employed.  In  the  gear  room 
which  is  350x70  feet  are  painted  and  stacked  all 
the  gearings  for  every  kind  of  buggy  and  carriaiit* 
made  by  the  firm,  employing  thirty  men  in  this 
department.  In  the  iMjdy  an<l  varnishing  room  arc 
twenty-five  men  hard  at  work  on  buguy  bodies 
rcAdy  for  finishing  and  from  thence  we  turn  to  the 
trimming  room,  140x70  feet  with  a  stock  room  ad- 
joining. Fifteen  men  are  employecl  in  this  de- 
partment and  fine  work  is  turned  out.  In  the 
shipping  room.  li)()xr)0  feet,  from  lifteen  to  twenty 
men  are  busily  engaged  in  cniting  and  packinii 
the  finishe<l  orders  and  disbur>ing  them  by  lail 
and  road  to  all  parts  of  the  I  nited  States.  The 
show  room  and  rei)ositories  einl»race  live  lloors 
of  80x80  feet  each,  wliere  are  constantly  on  exhi- 
bition from  three  hundred  to  four  hundred  vrhi- 
cles  of  every  description,  both  ot"  natuial  and 
painted  wood,  which  at  once  stamp  the  work  of 
Clark  (S!  Co.  as  second  to  none,  anci  a  credit  to  the 
l>eautiful  city  of  Lansing. 

The  senior  meniU'r  of  the  lirni  lir>t  >aw  the  light 
Julv  2(),  IHtO.  his  native  Innne  lu'ino  in  Inirham 
Township,  this  county.  He  is  the  >on  of  Llias 
S.  Clark,  now  of  l)ans\'ille.  who  i>  els^'where 
sketched  in  this  volume.  Our  subjt'ct  grew  up 
on  the  farm  and  learned  his  tra<U'  at  Dansville, 
working  at  <litferent  |)laces  before  coniinji  to  Lans- 
ing, lie  wa'^  married  October  1  1.  1M(I."),  to  .Mi.v 
Nellie  (iunnison,  of  DeW'itt,  (  linton  Countv.  This 
lady  is  a  daughter  of  Klihu  (iunniMUi.  who  was  an 
old  settler  and  a  wealthv  farmer  in  that  countw 
To  this  couple  were  born  two  children — Frank  (i.. 
who  has   l)een   graduated    from    the    Agricultural 


College,  taking  the  degree  of  R  S.  in  1890,  and 
who  now  is  with  his  father  as  assistant  hU|)enn- 
tendent  of  the  works  and,  Kva  Mae,  who  was  a  prom^ 
ising  young  lady  of  twenty  years  of  age  when  her 
parents  wei-e  willed  uinm  to  |>art  with  her,  she 
dying  .March  30,  18i>0.  She  was  just  completing 
her  education,  l»eing  a  graduate  of  the  High  Ik>o1 
here  and  having  almost  completed  a  coarse  at  Mt. 
Ilolyoke  ScMuinary  at  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  she  l)eing 
(piite  accomplished  in  lioth  painting  and  music. 
The  Clark  family  is  prominently  identified  with 
the  Fniversalist  Church  and  Mr.  Clark  is  a  memlHT 
of  the  .Masonic  order,  although  not  active  in  it-* 
work.  lie  tiikes  an  intelligent  interest  in  public 
movements  but  is  not  in  |M>litics,  as  he  prefers  to 
devote  hi>  time  and  th<Miij:ht  to  his  duties. 


fc- 


OlIN  TIIOMFSON.  To  iKMle^tmded  from 
honorable  and  able  })rogenitoi*s  has  lony: 
been  coiiMdered  a  soui*ce  of  honest  pride. 
_  Vet  this  feeling  has  not  lieen  cultivated  in 
this  country  as  it  is  among  the  i>eople  of  older  na- 
tions, where  the  heritage  of  rank  re-inforees  the 
heritage  of  character  in  the  popular  estimation. 
Still  among  our  best  families  we  find  a  disp4>sition 
to  rcnicmU'r  the  acts  of  our  forefathers  and  to  en- 
courage the  recital  of  their  deeds;  and  in  remem- 
bering their  worth  we  are  incited  to  emulate  their 
lives. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Preble.  Cort- 
land County.  N.  V..  .lune  22,  18U>.  He  came  of  a 
long  line  of  worthy  New  .Jei*s*»v  ancestoi>,  as  the 
Thoin|)son  family  has  been  a  not«d  one    in    manv 

• 

respectv^.  The  great-grandfather,  Archilwild  Tlu>m|»- 
son  was  iMun  in  Scotland,  and  when  coming  tt>  this 
country  landed  at  Amboy,  N.  J.  This  eraigi-ation 
was  in  17H>  and  he  was  accompanied  by  two 
brotliei>.  Mis  wife,  to  whom  he  was  united  in 
1741.  was  of  Holland  st<xjk,  and  among  their 
numerous  family  was  a  son  who  distinguished  him- 
self as  Ca]>t..Iolin  Thomi>son  in  the  Revolutionarv 
War.     He  was  also  a  seafaring  man,  and    own^jcj 
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and  operated  the  (li*>>t  packet  wliich  ran  lH?tween 
New  Brunswick  and  New  York.  The  father  of  this 
son  was  a  prominent  and  intiuential  man  and  en- 
joyed a  wide  acquaintance  in  his  da\\  Capt.  Join 
Thom|>son  had  some  experiences  which  were  quite 
noteworthy,  as  he  was  taken  pris<mer  by  the  Brit- 
isli  an<l  held  bv  them  until  the  ch)se  of  the  war. 

lion.  Philip  K.  Thomi)son,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  a  native  of  New  •lei'sey  and  was  lM)rn 
in  1778  in  New  Brunswick.  In  his  youth  the  fam- 
ily removed  to  Scoharie  County,  N.  V.,  where  they 
lived  in  the  town  of  Fonda,  and  there  the  youn*; 
man  remained  until  he  reached  his  majority.  He 
was  then  married  to  Miss  Eunice  (iavlord,  and 
soon  after  this  happy  event  he  removed  to  Preble, 
Cortland  County,  where  he  en^ijed  in  farmin«:. 

Fr<mi  1H2«  to  lH4f>  the  father  of  our  subject 
farmed  in  Livingston  County,  N.  y.,and  afterward 
removed  to  Medina  County.  Ohio,  wliere  he  was 
elected  to  represent  his  district  in  the  State  legis- 
lature. One  fact  which  is  worthy  of  note  in  re- 
.spect  to  this  recognition  of  his  abilities  is  that  he 
was  the  first  Al)olitionist  who  was  ever  elected 
from  that  county.  He  served  in  this  capacity  in 
1848-49.  He  held  various  local  oflices  and  was 
universjilly  esteemed  as  a  man  of  intelligence 
whose  influence  was  broad  and  strong  and  was  ever 
exercised  for  the  good  of  the  community.  He  was 
a  Deacon  in  the  Presbyt4»rian  Church  for  more  than 
half  a  century  and  his  religious  convictions  were 
deep  and  abiding.  After  his  retirement  from  active 
life  he  removed  to  Oberlin,  Ohio,  where  he  found 
a  congenial  atmosphere,  religious,  intellectual  and 
political  and  there  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days,  dying  April  1,  1859,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  years.  He  was  twice  married  and  had  seven 
children  by  his  first  marriage  and  three  by  his  sec- 
ond. 

On  arriving  at  majority  the  subject  of  tlws  sketch 
eanied  his  first  money  lalM)rlng  on  the  farm  for 
♦12  per  month.  .  After  that  he  took  an  academical 
course  at  Nunda  Academy.  Nun  da,  N.  Y.,  and 
earned  his  way  by  working:  on  the  farm  and 
teaching. 

When  this  young  m.ui  began  life  for  himself  \\[> 
capital  consisted  of  a  New  York  two  shilling  coin 
with  a  hole  in    it.     This   coin    which   was  worth 


about  twenty- live  cent*  may  well  )yo  considered  a 
lucky  shilling,  for  accom|ianying  it  was  the  good 
luck  that  is  sure  to  go  with  earnest  industry  and 
clear  ''grit.''  Young  Thompson  had  ever  had  a 
desire  to  lx»come  a  physician  and  at  one  time  l)egan 
reading  medicine  but  for  lack  of  means  was  unable 
to  secure  a  professional  edu<»ation. 

Coming  to  Michigan  in  1844  Mr.  Thompscm  un- 
dertook teaching  in  the  district  school  of  Lima 
Township,  Washtenaw  County,  ret»eiying  for  his 
professi<mal  services  1^14  a  month.  He  prospected 
for  s<mie  time  Ix^fore  determining  upon  his  perma- 
nent h<mie,  going  West  and  North  as  far  as  Min- 
nesotn,  and  South  as  far  as  Mississippi,  where  for 
four  years  he  engaged  in  teaching. 

In  the  fall  of  18.51  t4ie  young  man  returned  t^) 
Michigan  and  in  February,  18;)3  he  purchased  the 
pro|R'rty  where  he  now  resides  on  section  1,  Cireen 
Oak  Township,  a  tract  of  two  hundred  and  thirty 
acres.  Here  he  devoted  himself  soul  and  body  to 
farming,  determined  to  make  a  success  of  his  life 
and  to  produce  a  paradise  out  of  this  wilderness. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  married  October  9,  1851,  to 
Miss  Annie  E.  (i lover,  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
and  to  their  home  came  six  Httle  ones,  all  of  whom 
have  grown  to  maturity,  and  all  but  one  have 
taken  their  places  in  the  world  and  are  doing  such 
work  as  fairly  entitles  their  parents  to  indulge  a 
pardonable  feeling  of  pride  in  the  careers  of  their 
ofl'spring.  Philip  (i.  is  a  graduate  in  the  Michigan 
State  Normal  School  and  is  now  a  successful  farmer 
in  Dakota.  Sarah  C\,  who  graduated  at  Oberlin 
College  has  now  passed  from  earth,  leaving  an  ir- 
re[)arable  void  in  the  family  circle.  Mary  G. 
studied  at  Oberlin  and  subsequently  graduated  at 
the  State  Normal  School,  after  which  she  took  a 
medical  coui*se  at  the  rnivei-sity  at  Ann  Arbor  and 
is  now  pi-acticing  her  pi'ofession  at  Boulder,  Col. 
(4aylord  G.,  graduated  at  the  State  Agricultural 
College  and  is  now  a  prosperous  attorney  at  West 
Superior,  Wis.  John  pursued  his  scientific  studies 
at  Oberlin  and  later  took  a  course  in  pharmacy  at 
Ann  Arbor  and  is  now  filling  a  resj)onsible  position 
in  a  drug  store  at  xVdrian.  Eunice  iJ^raduatcdat  the 
Ann  Arbor  High  School  and  is  still  at  home  with 
her  })a rents. 

The  father  of  tlii>  interesting  family  has  always 
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jaw  had  set  in.  He  was  the  first  man  that  was 
wounded  in  his  company,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
return  home  in  July,  1862,  as  he  could  not  walk 
without  crutches  for  two  yoai-s. 

The  young  veteran  resumed  his  business  as 
a  haniess-nialcer,  InMUg  employed  at  .lacksoii  and 
other  places,  and  on  Christmas  Day,  1  «(>.*<  he 
started  in  business  for  himself  at  Brighton,  and 
carried  on  his  work  there  until  his  love  for  his 
country  again  overcame  his  devotion  to  busiiios> 
and  he  re-enlisted  <m  the  IHth  of  February.  lH(;r). 
taking  the  position  of  saddler  in  the  Sixth  Michi- 
gan Cavalry.  At  the  clasc  of  hostilities  this  regi- 
ment was  ordered  to  Ft.  Bridger,  Utah,  where  they 
were  discharged,  March  25,  1866. 

As  Mr.  Gilbert  was  already  so  far  on  his  route 
to  the  coast,  he  det»ided  to  continue  on  the  dire<'- 
tion  jx)inted  out  by  the  Star  of  Empire,  and  lie 
went  to  California.  lie  worked  at  his  trade  for 
some  four  months  and  then  for  nine  months 
clerked  in  a  wholesale  and  retail  ciirar  and  tobacco 
store.  He  then  resumed  his  trade  at  San  .lose  and 
remained  there  until  February  ;^,  18(18,  when  he 
returned  home,  as  he  had  received  word  of  the 
death  of  his  father.  He  purchased  the  intert'>t  of 
the  other  heirs  in  his  father's  busines>  and  estal»- 
lishment  and  has  since  carried  it  on  liiniself.  havlni: 
four  men  in  his  em[)loy  and  making  his  fa<  tory 
the  largest  of  its  kind  in  the  county. 

The  attractive  home  of  our  sul>ject  at  the  corner 
of  Bernard  and  Lake  Streets,  which  he  erected  in 
1880  is  presided  over  by  a  lady  whose  name  was 
Louisa  F^dwards.  Their  marriage  took  ])lace  in 
Detroit  in  .lune,  1870,  and  has  l)een  blessed  by  the 
l>irth  of  two  children,  (irace  V.  and  Rex  F.  The 
first  marriage  of  our  subject  took  j)lace  December 
3,  1868,  and  he  was  then  united  with  .Aliss  Augusta 
S.  Allen  of  West  lilooinrtehl.  Oakland  County, 
Mich.  She  became  the  inoMier  of  thr(»e  children 
(only  one  of  whom  is  living,  Mary  A.)  and  died  in 
187L 

The  political  views  of  Mr.  (iilbert  lead  him  into 
alliance  with  the  Republican  ])arty  and  hv  is  alx) 
connected  with  the  Masonic  order,  with  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  and  with  the  Knight<  of  Honor.  He 
is  prominently  identified  with  the  (irand  Army 
of  the  Republic.     He  is  still    suflfering    from    the 


effects  of  the  wound  which  he  received  in  the 
battle  of  Williamsburg,  as  in  1883  he  had  in  eon- 
sequence  of  it  an  attack  of  loconwtfjr  ataxy  and 
for  eightet»n  months  was  laid  aside  from  ac*tive 
work;  alt  lough  he  is  now  much  relieved  lie  i>  still 
a  sufferer  and  finds  this  trouble  a  hindrance  in  thf 
|KMforiiianc<' of  his  work. 
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^4  AMIFL  (;.  HOIGHTALINC;.  The  gen- 
Vi5^  tleman  whose  name  we  now  present  wa.> 
ij/^i  born  in  AHchigan  in  the  old  Territorial 
days.  His  first  home  was  in  Livonia, 
Wayne  County,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  Septem- 
ber »*i.  1827.  His  i)arents  were  (iarrett  and  Lvdia 
(dates)  Houi»htaling,  and  the  grandfather.  Kichard, 
who  was  born  ()ctol>er  12,  1709,  married  a  lady 
whoM'  biith  wa>  May  11,  1  76G. 

The  large  hou>eh(>ld  of  the  grandparents  of  our 
subject  consisted  of  five  sons  and  five  daughters. 
namely.  .Mahala.  Hannah,  .lohn,  Peter,  Margaret, 
(Jarrctt.  David.  Hariy,  lleury,  and  Klizalieth. 
Their  father  passed  from  earth  in  Oakland  County. 
.lunc  LS.  18;n,  and  his  wife  followed  him  in  April. 
I8.">:i.  They  were  both  Presbyterians  in  their 
rciiginu>  faith  and  active  in  church  work,  (iarrett 
Houghtaliiiii  was  born  l)eceml)er  18,  171>8,  in  New 
Vork.  and  left  home  when  only  fifteen  years  of 
age  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith.  He  married 
in  New  Vork  and  moved  to  Michigan,  where  he 
settled  in  Wayne  County  about  the  year  1825. 

The  first  land  which  was  entered  by  the  father 
of  (njr  subject  c<nisisted  of  forty  acres,  which  he 
sold  after  a  while  and  again  entered  eighty  acres. 
About  the  year  \h:U)  he  moved  to  the  township  of 
Lyons,  Oakland  County,  where  he  entered  two 
hundred  acres  which  he  cleared  and  improved,  and 
it  was  while  livinir  here  that  he  was  called  to  part 
with  his  faithful  wife.  He  afterward  exchanged 
that  proj)erty  for  a  farm  in  (ireen  Oak,  Livingston 
County,  and  ujjon  that  estate  of  thrc»e  hundred  and 
twenty  acre>  he  died,  August  21,  1845.  The  first 
wife  of  (iairett  lloughtaling  and  the  mother  of 
(»ur  subject  and   of  his  brother  William,  died    in 
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second  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
orapson,  had  only  one  son,  George 
ed  her  huslmnd  and  was  afterward 
a  Preston. 

tied  the  age  of  eighteen  years  young 
lade  his  home  upon  the  farm  and 
Qg  in  the  district  school.  He  then 
for  himself  upon  one  hundred  and 
f  his  father's  homestead,  which  he 
3  year  1851,  before  removing  to 
inhere  he  teamed  for  nine  years.  In 
J  his  house  and  two  lots  for  one 
xty  acres  on  section  4,  Chohoctah 
ingston  County,  and  this  land  he 
tion  for  culture.  He  exchanged 
swamp  land  for  thirt}-  acres  of  dry 
I  a  round  hundred  acres.  Besides 
is  farm  work  he  has  operated  a 
mty  years.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
ilce  seeker. 

riage  of  our  subject  was  with  Ruth 
nadian  by  birth  and  a  daughter  of 
)r,  a  wagon-maker.  Two  children 
lion,  La  Fayette  J.,  and  Fraukie  E. 
le  mother  of  these  cliildren  died  in 
<.  The  second  wife  was  Melissa 
he  marriage  took  place  P^ebruary 
was  born  in  the  township  of  Brigh- 
4,  183;3,  anil  is  a  daughter  of  Will- 
Lane)  Palmer,  who  were  bom  in 
ity,  N.  v.,  and  came  to  Michigan 
of  183;"),  making  their  home  in 
3ntering  a  claim  to  eighty  acres  of 

Palmer  removed   to  Cohoctah  and 

ndred  and  twentv  acres  on  section 

once  proceeded  to  put  in  condition 

He  was  a  prominent  man  in  the 
n  earnest  Hepubliean.  (although  at 
1  a  Whig)  and  his  neighbors  placed 
.1  townshi])  otHces.  lie  died  in 
il,  1888,  and  his  widow  still  sur- 
rere   the   jnirents  of   five  sons  and 

namely:  (ieorge,  David,  Chris- 
drew  A.,  Boroughs,  Melissa  and 
vid  and  Christopher  served  their 
Tenth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  the 


Ifttter  f^l  at  C&atil^BOOga  in  the  summer  of  18$4; 
while  the  youngest  son,  Boroughs,  died  at  the  age 
of  thirteenr  ■''       ^  - 

In  ettriy  life  MivPahner  and  his  wife  were  mem- 
bers of  the  MethO(ttet  Episcopal  Chucch  anddater 
joined  the  dhtfreb  df  the  Un  ited  Brethren.  He  was 
the  only  son  of  his  parents,  Abel  and  Hannah 
(Smith)  Palmer,  who  came  to  Michigan  in  1836. 
One  child  only,  a  daughter,  Ellen,  is  the  result  of 
the  second  marriage  of  our  subject.  He  has  ever 
been  prominent  in  social  circles  and  is  prominently 
identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows. 


OHN  C.  HA  WES,  the  proprietor  of  the  Lans- 
ing Decoratum^  is  one  of  those  men  who 
have  helped  to  lay  the  foundations  for 
progress  in  the  artistic  part  of  home  making 
in  this  city.  His  well-known  taste,  discernment 
and  judgment  have  made  him  an  authority  in  re- 
gard to  questions  of  home  adornment,  and  he  has 
proved  an  educative  power  in  Lansing,  Ingham 
County.  He  is  esteemed  as  one  of  the  finest  work- 
men in  Michigan  and  his  business,  which  is  high 
gi-ade  decorating  and  fresco  work,  is  to  him  an  art, 
and  to  it  he  has  devoted  a  lifetime  of  studv  and 
practice. 

Mr.  Hawes  was  born  January  1, 1802  in  Conesus, 
Livingston  County,  N.  Y.  At  the  age  of  nine 
years  he  removed  to  Rochester,  that  State,  where  he 
continued  his  schooling,  gi*aduating  in  1878  from 
Rochester  Collegiate  Institute.  While  still  a  school 
boy  of  fourteen  years  he  was  apprenticed  as  a 
decorator  and  frescoer.  He  carried  on  his  studies 
and  practiced  his  art  at  the  same  time,  and  in  that 
way  made  his  way  through  the  institute  and  at  the 
same  time  became  a  successful  designer  and  archi- 
tect. He  acquired  a  refined  and  intelligent  taste 
for  decorating  and  became  an  artist  in  different 
lines,  making  a  thorough  study  of  every  depart- 
ment of  his  work. 

Possessing  unusual  capabilities  and  determina- 
tion   Mr.    Hawes  easiU'    kept   ahead  of  his   class. 
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nUhoii<;li  he  j>raetiee(l  w<)rkin<i^  half  of  eacli  day  ami 
<levote<!  tlio  other  half  to  liis  school  dlltit*^,  whik* 
at  tlii»  NiiiK*  time  he  found  it  nei*essarv  to  help  to 
sustain  his  parents.  His  excellent  health  aided  liini 
in  earrvino;  out  this  plan,  although  he  s^ave  himself 
little  rest,  and  his  mind  wassothorousjhlv  aroused 
that  he  sometimes  solved  diftieult  problems  in  his 
sleep. 

After  graduation,  young  llawes  continued  in 
the  decomting  line  and  became  well-known  a^  a 
prominent  and  artistic  designer.  lK>tli  in  H(X»hester 
and  at  Dansville.  At  the  latter  place  he  remained 
until  he  removed  to  Lansing  and  had  the  control 
of  fully  half  of  the  high  grade  dec(n*aling  which 
was  done.  He  is  not  conscious  of  havinij  inherited 
his  taste  and  skill  but  believes  that  he  owes  his  suc- 
cess mainlv  to  hard  work  and  thoroiiirh  cons<icnti- 
ous  study. 

In  1890  Mr.  Hawes  decided  to  come  Wol  niid 
prospected  through  various  States,  making  a  lour 
of  the  prominent  Michigan  towns  and  (iiially  de- 
cided that  I^ansing  otfercd  the  Ik*sI  opening  for 
his  work.  His  object  in  removing  to  the  West  was 
to  find  a  better  business  o})ening  as  he  had  leanuMl 
by  experience  that  the  F2ast  wms  overcrowded,  lie 
therefore  made  his  permanent  settlement  here  on 
November  22,  lHi)(),  and  established  here  the 
Deooratum,  liesides  doing  artistic  work  in  the  lines 
of  sign,  fresco  and  general  decoration  he  carries  a 
well-selected  line  of  |)aints  and  oils,  wall  paper, 
curtain  and  window  goods,  as  well  as  artists'  ma- 
terials, and  has  the  only  s})ecial  and  com|)lcte  line 
of  hiifh  grad<'   decorations  in  the  cilv. 

Mr.  llawes  employs  some  scores  of  as*iistant^, 
superintending  everything  himself.  l)Ut  emi)loying 
artisti*  both  F^ast  and  West  to  do  his  work.  He 
has  finished  some  of  the  finest  work  that  has  ever 
lK»en  seen  in  the  West,  and  the  decorations  of  the 
Hotel  Downey,  just  completed  by  him.  are  highly 
artistic  and  of  great  value  not  only  to  the  proprietors 
of  the  hotel,  but  as  a  means  of  education  to  the 
masses.  Skmie  of  the  colors  which  he  produces  are 
unrivaled  and  are  almost  Pompeiian  in  their  bril- 
liancv  and  durabilitv.  At  his  place  of  business 
which  is  lc)cated  at  No.  3(M>  Washington  Avenue 
North,  are  submitted  all  plans  for  truly  high  grade 
decorati<ms  which  are  desired  in  this  citv.  A  scholar 


and  a  polished  gentleman  Mr.  Hawes  >tiinds  hi^h 
in  the  s<x*ial  circles  of  Lansing. 

The  ladv  who  lK»c»ame  the  wife  of  Mr.  Hawes 
June  8,  1879,  at  l^wi*eneevillo.  Pa.,  lK>re  the 
maiden  name  of  Louisa  H.  Hatliaway.  Her  parents 
Oremus  and  Dorethea  (Loucks)  Hathaway,  were 
lx)rn  in  Herkimer  Countv,  N.  Y.  The  mother  died 
in  Buffalo.  The  father  who  wat»  a  s<tonemason 
went  to  California  during  the  prevalence  of  the 
gold  fever  and  died  there.  He  hel[)ed  to  lay  the 
brick  and  stone  work  on  the  Kverett  House  one  of 
the  oldest  buildings  in  lousing.  .Mr.  Louelcs  the 
grandfather  of  Mrs.  Hathaway,  was*  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812.  Mrs.  Hawes  had  her  nativity  in 
Cambria,  N.  Y..  which  is  in  Niagara  County,  and 
ri'ccived  her  education  at  Wheatlield.  Previously 
her  marriage  she  engaged  in  the  millinery  busiues^ 
with  her  aunt  at  Middleport.  Mr.  Hawes  is  a  Re- 
publican in  his  ])olitical  views  but  is  too  busy  a" 
man  to  pay  much  attention  to  public  affairs. 

Seth  llawes,  the  father  of  cmr  subject,  was  a 
farmer  near  K<H*hestei .  where  he  still  resides,  and  his 
wifeRul»y  Hcvins.  was  born  in  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.  (irandfather  Cornelius  Pell  Hawes*  was  Iwni 
in  Peekskill  and  was  a  cooper  and  a  Captain  in  the 
War  of  1812.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  :<ul>- 
icct  caiiK  from  Kngland,  whence  the  family  trace 
their  lineage  back  to  France.  A  lithographic  por- 
trait of   Mr.  llawes  accompanies  this  sketch. 
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HAHLKS  VV.  STKVKNS,  is  the    manager  *»^ 
the  I  rinsing  Artifical  Stone  Ccmipany.  T^^ 
luanch  of  business  was  established   here    ^^ 
the  gentleman  whose  name   is  aliove.  in    1877. 
was  the  first   stone  that   was  ever  made  heix\  <-' ^ 
subject  having  betH)me  acquainted    with    the   h*^^ 
ncss  in  .incksoii  in  187 1  which  wjis  not   long  af*- 
the  inventi<ni  of  artificial  stone,     l^lievinsr  \^ 
>ing  to  be  n  good  point  in  which  to  introduce*     '^ 
business,  he  came  here  and  ha.**  already   been   v*^'^^ 
successful.     He  succeeded  beyond  his  most  sanif'^' 
ine  expectations  and  soon  found  it  to   be  l>est  t<' 
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establish  a  stock  company.  This,  however,  proved 
to  be  an  unfortunate  step,  for  the  management 
passed  into  inexperienced  hands  and  the  business 
which  had  promised  so  well  did  not  prove  to  be  a 
success.  However,  on  their  failure  our  subject  was 
certain  that  a  most  prosperous  business  could  be 
built  up. 

After  the  closing  out  of  the  establishment  men- 
tioned in  the  opening  paragraph,  our  subject  again 
opened  business  for  himself,  he  retaining  the  man- 
agement. Since  passing  back  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Stevens  it  lias  continuously  grown  m  importance. 
He  now  has  associated  with  liim  Messrs.  L.  C.  Blood 
and  W.  S.  Griswold.  This  industry  comprises  the 
making  of  artificial  stones  which  arc  used  in  the  erec- 
tion of  buildings,  laying  sidewalks,  etc.,  and  also 
sower  pipes  and  added  to  these  are  all  kinds  of  or- 
namental work,  which  is  so  extensively  used  in 
cemeteries,  vases  and  statuary-. 

This  thriving  company  of  stone-makers  now  have 
contracts  for  getting  out  fancy  stone  for  fifty  build- 
ings in  this  city  and  employ  a  force  of  twelve  men. 
Outside  of  this  business  our  subject  has  made  a 
number  of  inventions.  This  new  process  of  making 
stone  affords  an  opportunity  for  making  many 
things  in  ornamental  and  imitation  rustic  work  for 
which  stone  has  never  before  been  employed.  It 
can  be  made  of  any  color  and  any  shape.  The  stone 
is  ground  up  and  repressed  by  such  great  force  that 
it  is  harder  than  the  original  blocks.  This  process 
Mr.  Stevens  has  procured  a  patent  upon.  He  has 
also  invented  a  conduit  machine  for  making  a  com- 
bination of  holes  for  electric  wires  in  a  continuous 
block  of  artificial  stone.  By  this  method  it  is  pos- 
sible to  solve  the  problem  of  placing  the  wires  un- 
derground for  electrical  motive  power.  The  stones 
are  pierced  with  any  numl>er  of  holes  and  the  wires 
are  passed  from  one  to  another  as  desired,  in  one 
continuous  piece  without  joints.  Our  subject  has 
just  received  a  patent  for  this  valuable  invention. 
He  has  also  overcome  the  ditticulty  of  making  pipe 
and  there  is  no  doubt  that  there  are  great  possibil- 
ities for  this  new  industry. 

Mr.  Stevens  was  born  in  Blackman  Township, 
Jackson  County,  this  State,  October  11 , 1 85 1.  He  is 
ason  of  John  Stevens,  who  enjoys  the  distinction  of 
being  the  oldest  settler  in  Jackson  County,  having 


now  reached  the  age  of  four-score  and  four  years. 
He  settled  in  that  locality  in  1829  and  still  lives 
on  the  same  farm  which  he  took  up  from  the  Gov- 
ernment and  cleared.  It  has  never  changed  hands 
and  is  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county.  He 
was  born  m  New  Hampshire  and  when  only  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  came  alone  to  the  woods  of  Mich- 
igan. Soon  after  coining  here  he  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Nancy  Stevens,  like  himself  a  na- 
tive of  New  Hampshire.  To  them  came  five  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  still  living.  They  were  all 
brought  up  on  a  farm.  Both  parents  still  survive 
and  are  surrounded  by  a  portion  of  their  children. 
Our  subject  attained  his  majority  while  still  at 
home.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  district 
school.  At  the  age  of  twentj'-two  years  he  went 
into  the  stone  business  and  has  ever  since  followed 
it  giving  it  his  whole  attention.  Mr.  Stevens  has 
a  pleasant  home  of  his  own  in  Lansing,  a  charm- 
ing little  woman  presiding  thereover.  His  wife 
was,  prior  to  her  marriage,  a  Miss  Edwinna  McCon- 
nell  of  Blackman  Township.  That  happy  event  in 
which  the  two  were  made  one,  was  celebrated  April 
4,  1882.  They  have  two  children  who  are  at  once 
the  joy  and  care  of  their  fond  parents.  They  are 
by  name,  Maurice  and  Howard. 
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OBERT  M.  LAMOKEAUX.  The  prosperity 
and  progressiveness  of  Ingham  County,  and 
Ji  \\  indeed  of  Michigan  itself,  is  largely  due  to 
the  unflagging  efforts  of  the  newspaper  men 
of  this  section,  who  from  the  time  the  first  printing 
press  was  set  up  in  the  Wolverine  State  have  per- 
sistently and  intelligently  called  the  attention  of 
investors  to  the  riches  to  be  found  in  the  soil,  the 
waters,  the  mines  and  the  climate  of  Michigan. 
The  resources  of  the  State  were  here  just  as  much 
in  that  early  day  as  they  are  now,  but  of  what  avail 
would  they  have  been  to  the  people  of  the  over- 
crowded Eiast  had  they  not  been  advertised  in  the 
columns  of  these  newspapers.  It  is  theiefore  with 
peculiar  pleasure  that  the  biographer  responds  to 
the  call  to  give  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  any  one  of 
the  newspaper  fraternity. 
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Mr.  l^imoi'eaux,  the  editor  of  tlie  Ingham  Coun ty 
Rt*pubUcan^  wliieli  is  |iublislie<l  at  Leslie,  was  horn 
in  Steulien  County,  liid.,  Fehruarv  ^,  1865,  his  lion- 
ored  |>ai*ents  Iteiu^  Henry  and  Martha  (Jones)  Iji- 
inoreaux,  wliosc*  native  States  are  New  York  and 
Ohio  respectively.  They  were  married  in  An^fohi, 
Ind.,  and  now  make  tlieir  home  at  l^ittle  (reek, 
Mieh.  Ilenrv  I^moreaux  is  in  moderate  cireum- 
stances  and  carries  on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  near 
Battle  Creek,  Midi.  He  has  het^n  a  Uepuhtiean  all 
Ids  life  hut  lias  never  lK»en  in  otllcc  as  he  preferred 
to  <levote  himself  to  his  choscMi  vocation  as  a 
farmer.  Both  he  and  his  good  wife  are  earnest  and 
conscientious  meml)ers  of  the  Methodist  E|)iscopal 
Chuivh  and  the  parents  of  four  children:  CharU'.-. 
Roliert  M.,  I^e  and  Anna. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  second  chihl  in 
age  in  his  father's  family  and  grew  up  upon  the 
farm  in  Scott  Township,  SteuU^n  County,  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  eight  years,  at  whi(*Ii  time  \\\> 
pai*ent.s  moved  to  Fennville.  Allegan  County.  Mieh.. 
and  four  veai*s  later  removed  to  Calhoun  County. 
The  district  schcK)l  gave  this  hoy  his  elementary 
education,  which  was  supplemented  l>y  attendance 
n|>on  the  High  School  at  Battle  Creek,  lie  re- 
mained with  his  father,  assisting  him  upon  his  farm. 
and  learning  practical  lesson>  of  industry,  perse- 
verance and  thrift  until  he  reached  his  majorit\. 
when  he  determined  to  learn  the  printer's  trade 
and  entered  the  ottice  of  the  Ddihj  Mnon.  at  Battle 
Creek,  as  an  apprentice.  He  remained  in  that  otlici' 
for  three  veal's  and  sul)se<iuentlv  worked  at  his 
trade  in  Kalamazoo.  Decatur,  and  Snith  Bond. 
Ind. 

Somewhat  later  the  young  printer  conceived  IIh' 
idea  of  making  an  inde})endent  start  in  the  news- 
paper line  and  going  to  Augusta.  Mich.,  he  pur- 
chas(»d  the  Augusta  (Chronicle,  which  he  pu]>lishe<l 
for  a  vear  and  a  half,  after  which  he  sold  out  and 
purdhised  the  (ialeshurg  Enterprise',  i\\  (ialcshurg. 
Mich.  After  operating  this  ])aper  for  a  few  months 
Mr.  M.  Lamoreaux  went  to  Detroit  and  wiuked  on 
the  Eoffiing  Xev\H  for  a  short  time,  after  wliit*h  he 
came,  on  New  Year's  \h\\ .  IHIM,  to  Leslie,  and 
bought  out  the  Ingham  County  li('inibUc(iiK  the 
or;^an  of  the  Uepublican  j)arty  in  thi>  section,  hav- 
insi:  nt  the  time  a  circulation  of  Ww  hundred.     Bv 


his  purcha.'^e  he  took  entire  eliaiT^of  the  fiaperand 
is  now  sole  editor  and  pi*oprietor. 

Mr.  Ijimoreaux.  as  is  natural  to  one  in  his  pobi- 
ti<m.  takes  a  keen  interest  in  puhlu*  affairs  and  i> 
es|HH*ially  intei-estcd  in  the  movements  of  the  Re- 
public*an  |>arty,  which  he  represents.  He  is  a  warm 
adv<K*nte  of  temi)erance  and  a  memljer  of  the  order 
of  (iood  Templai*s.  IHs  marriage  which  took  pbur 
SeptemlHM*  «,  1891,  brought  to  his  home  Clara,  a 
daughter  of  Williamand  Maria  ((*onnor)  Wickhani. 
of  Calhoun  County,  Mich.  Two  yeai-s  prior  to  lier 
marriage  Mrs.  Ijunoreaux  was  gmduated  in  sten- 
ography and  tvjx*- writing  and  has  l^ecome  a  faith- 
ful partner  in  business  with  lier  husliand.  On 
November  I.  1891,  Mr.  Lamoreaux  ventui*ed  still 
further  in  the  journal i-^tic  tide  and  took  ixw«essiou 
of  the  Battle  Creek  Weekly  OdL  In  Battle  Creek 
he  has  taken  up  his  ]XM'manent  alK>de  with  offiiv 
and  household,  and  already  ranks  among  the  fore- 
nio>t  citizens  of  the  placv. 


I  '  ■  P  ^ 


'^*-^*#*' 


iT"*- 


*T*-H-i< 


I(  HALL  DO  WD.     The  story  of  the  ikmm 
boys  who  have    landed    on    the  shores  of 
America  without  a  dollar  in  their  pockets 
but  who  have  through  the   wealth    of  our 
soil,  the  wonderful  resources  (»f  nature,  and    their 
own  inherent  (pialitics  of  enterprise,  industry  and 
per>eyeranee  couipiered  a  handsome    fortune   or  n 
comfortable  com})etency  is  a  long  and   varied  tale. 
Among  these    we    may    mention    the    one    whoM* 
name    we    have    ju>t    written,    who    was   born    in 
August,  1H2(),  in  County  Longford,  Ireland, in  the 
ttiwn  of   Barry,  and  whose  parents,  Peter  and  Ann 
(Mullen)     Dowrl.    were    also    lK>rn     in     the     same 
county. 

These  pari'nt>  brought  up  to  mature  years  eight 
children,  namely:  Mary,  Patrick,  Bridget.  Ann. 
Michael.  James.  Catherine  and  Margaret,  and  all 
of  this  larire  family,  with  the  exception  of  the 
daughter  Mary,  have  cimie  to  make  their  homes  in 
the  land  of  freedom.  It  was  in  1848  when  Mi- 
chael Dowd  came  to  the  United  States,  and  his 
journey  occupied  five  weeks.   He  settled  in  Brook- 
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lyn,  N.  Y.,  and  thei*e  learned  and  practiced  tlie 
trade  of  a  ina^son,  working  in  this  line  for  jseven- 
teen  veal's. 

The  Western  fever  now  took  possession   of  Mr. 
Dowd,  and  in  the  fall  of   1865  he  came  to  Michi- 
g&n  and  purchased  eighty  aci*es   of  fine    laud   on 
section  26,  Tyrone  Township,  Livingston   County. 
This  was  then  covered  with   forest,  which    he  had 
removed,  and  he  has  brought  it  into  a  fine  state  of 
productiveness,  and    still    resides    upon    it.     His 
marriage  with   Miss  Catherine   Ferrel    took   place 
June  18,  18;")2.     This  union  took  place  in  Brook- 
lyn,  N.    y.     The    father  of  Mrs.  Dowd  was  Ed- 
win Ferrel,  wlu»    emigrated  to  this  country   from 
Barry,  which  was  the  native  town  of  our   subject. 
Three*    children    ble^<sed    this    union — Anna,    who 
married    Timothy    Murphy,  and    has   now    died; 
Peter   and   Edward.     Their   mother    passed    from 
earth  in  1857,  and  will  be   h)ng  rememl)ered  t\s  a 
faithful  wife  and  mother  and  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.     The  second  wife 
of  our   subject    was    Eliza    Kinney,   daughti'r    of 
Christopher  and  Jane  (^^ulvey)  Kinney.    She  also 
is  a  native  of  Barry,  Ii*eland,  and  had  come  to  this 
countrv  some    time    before    her  union    with    Mr. 
Dowd.     Her   six    children  are  James,  Christopher, 
Mary,  Mai^ret,  Rose  and  Catherine.     These  ai*e 
all  iKjing  brought  up  in   the    faith    of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  to  which  their  parents  belong. 


OHN  P.  LOCKWOOD  wiu^  Ikmu  in  Ontario 
County,  N.  v..  in  185:^,  and  fnmi  liis  earliest 
years  ha.S  l>een  conspicuous  for  his  energy 
and  activitv.  His  father,  John  C.,  was  born 
in  Ontario  County,  April  14,  IHIO.  He  died  the 
day  the  fii-st  shot  was  fired  upon  Ft.  Sumter.  He 
was  a  fai'iner  and  surveyor  and  wa>  considered  one 
of  the  l)est  mathematicians  in  Ontario  County  an<l 
was  freqaenLly- consulted  by  persons  who  had  diffi- 
cult pvobl  ems  to  solve.  He  had  an  enviabh>  repu- 
tation in  hi8»|>ecialty.  which  was  that  of  surveying. 
The  mother  of  our  subjoct  in  lier  maiden  davs 


was  Miss  Julia  Phelps.  A  native  of  Connecticut, 
she  was  l>orn  at  Hartford  in  1816,  and  still  sur- 
vives, making  her  home  at  (Geneva,  X.  Y.  Moving 
into  (ieneva  with  his  parents  in  1861,  John  P. 
Ix>okwood  spent  the  next  fifteen  yeai^s  of  his  life 
in  attendance  at  the  district  schools  and  in  work- 
ing in  machine  shops.  While  living  at  (ieneva  he 
lost  a  i>ortion  of  his  arm  while  engaged  in  thresh- 
ing. This  necessitated  some  change  in  his  plans 
for  the  future  and  having  only  %13()  in  money  he 
determined  to  learn  the  art  of  telegraphy.  In  a 
short  time  he  was  sent  to  Sandusky,  Ohio,  on  the 
Baltimore  <t  Ohio  Railroad  and  remained  there 
until  the  dav  after  (iarfield  was  shot,  when  he  went 
to  Okemos  to  work  for  the  (irand  Trunk  Railroad. 
While  thus  engaged  he  was  conducting  a  general 
grain  and  produce  business  at  Elba,  this  State,  and 
after  remaining  in  this  pla(*e  three  yeai's  and  five 
months  he  went  to  Pine  I^ke  and  took  charge  of 
the  station  at  that  place,  it  l>eing  known  as  Haslett 
l*ark. 

Since  coming  to  Haslett  Park  Mr.  l^ockwood  has 
lKH?n  one  of  the  ]>usiest  men  in  the  c*ounty,  l)esides 
performing  the  duties  of  an  operator,  building  up 
a  lucrative  trade  in  the  general  merchandise  line, 
it  being  run  under  the  firm  name  of  John  P.  Ix)ck- 
woo<l  iV  Co.  He  also  deals  in  agricultural  imple- 
ments and  buys  farm  products  of  all  kinds.  Aside 
from  this  he  runs  a  fine  farm  which  he  owns  on 
section  10,  of  Meridian  Township.  He  is  Treasurer 
of  the  township  and,  although  a  stanch  Democrat, 
ha>  l»een  awarded  the  position  of  Postmaster. 

Mr.   lAK'kwood  is  a  thorough-going,  wide-awake 
business  man  who  fully  deserves  the  success  which 
he  enjoys  and  the  comfort^  which  his  fine  fortune 
enables  him  to  pnx'ure.     An  idea  of  the  volume  of 
the   business  done  by  him  in  the  little  village  may 
Ik*  had  by  stating  that   during  the  year   189(»   he 
])aid  the  farmers  of  this  vicinity  ^71,(K)(>  for  farm 
products.     Our   subject   was  very  hapj)ily  married 
March  J,  1881,  to  Miss  Clara  Ireland,  of  (ieneva, 
N.  V.     She  is  a  daughter  of  John  Ireland.     Two 
children  have  been  liorn  of  this  union — Edwin   M. 
who  died  when  twenty-one  months  old  and  Charles 
Park   LcK'kwood,  named   in   honor  of  Dr.  Park,  of 
Okemos;   the   last  child  are  l)orn  1884,jiu»t  l>efore 
Cleveland's  election.     Mrs.  I^ockwood   has  l>een  ji 
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member  of  the  Sandusky  Presbyterian  Church. 
Socially,  our  subject  is  connected  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  is  familiar  with 
all  its  branches.  He  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  politics  and  is  well  informed  on  all  the 
issuses  of  the  day. 

In  connection  with  this  biographical  review  may 
be  found  the  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  I^ock- 
wood. 


(*/  ENRY  R.  PATTENGILL.  A  man  who 
|;  has  the  int^re&ts  of  the  place  of  his  resid- 
ence at  heart,  whether  it  be  in  an  humble  or 
prominent  way,  always  commands  the  res- 
pect of  every  right-minded  person.  In  an  edu- 
cational direction  there  is  an  additional  degree  of 
deference  paid  the  promoters  of  advancement,  for 
in  the  Republic  of  America  in  which  we  blend  the 
French  idea  of  equality  with  the  English  theory 
of  brotherhood,  we  realize  how  greatly  we  are 
indebted  to  our  public  school  system  for  many  of 
the  men  that  have  come  to  the  fore  in  public  as  in 
private  affairs.  The  gentleman  whose  name  is  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch  is  a  noted  educator  in  this 
State  and  is  now  the  editor  and  publisher  of  the 
Michiuan  School  Moderator,  a  semi-nionthlv  nia^a- 
zine,  that  is  published  for  the  use  of  teachers  and 
school  Boards,  giving  much  valuable  information 
iu  regard  to  school  paraphernalia,  as  well  as  the 
latest  theories  and  methods  as  used  by  the  most 
advanced  educators  of  the  day  in  foreign  lands  as 
well  as  our  own  country. 

Mr.  i^attengill  was  born  in  Mt.  Vision,  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y..  January  4,  1852.  His  father  was 
the  Rev.  Lemuel  C.  Pattengill,  who  was  a  native 
of  New  Lisbon,  Otsego  County.  IIi»  paternal 
grandfather,  also  Lemuel  Pattengill,  was  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  where  he  engaged  in  farming, 
removing,  however,  to  New  York  where  he  was 
an  early  settler  in  Otsego  County.  Lemuel  Pa l- 
t'.Migill,  Sr.  was  a  Cai)tain  in  the  War  of  1812  and 
was  wounded  at  Queenstown  Heights,  and  taken 
])risi)ner  by  the  British  soldiers  and  held  for 
two   or   throe   months   in   Canada,     His    decease 


occurred  in  New  York  at  the  age  of  eighty-five 
years.  The  family  are  Eastern  in  their  antece- 
dents. 

Our  subject's  father  began  his  career  for  himself 
by  engaging  in  farming  in  New  LislK>n,  thence 
removing  to  I^wrence,  where  he  became  the  owner 
of  a  fine  farm.  Always  of  a  deeply  religious  tuni 
of  mind,  he  determined  to  devote  himself  to 
Gospel  work,  and  became  a  preacher  in  the  Baptist 
Church,  in  which  body  he  became  a  prominent 
meml.)er.  Later  he  went  to  Wilson,  Niagara 
County.  In  about  1863  he  became  Chaplain  in 
the  army  under  the  Christian  commission  and  he 
was  present  at  the  victory  of  Harper's  Ferry  and 
was  able  to  give  comfort  to  many  a  poor  fellow 
who  breathed  his  last  in  the  cause  of  freedom  and 
Union. 

In  the  fall  of  1865  the  elder  Mr.  Pattengill  came 
to  Litchfield,  this  State  as  )>astor  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  He  remained  there  for  six  or  seven  yeaR 
and  then  removed  to  Ann  Arbor,  where  he  sup- 
plied churches.  Thence  he  moved  to  Ithica  and 
there  he  died  in  1875  at  the  age  of  sixty-five 
years.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  voting, 
however,  for  the  man  that  he  believed  to  be  best 
!  fitted  for  the  position  and  one  that  he  felt  that 
had  integrity  and  principle  rather  than  a  man  who 
could  Ik»  made  the  tool  of  unscrupulous  jwlit- 
iciaus. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  before  her  marriage 
Miss  Mary  (Iregory.  She  also  was  bom  in  Ot^go 
County.  She  was  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Seth 
Gregory,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  who  located 
near  Lislx)n.  He,  like  our  subject's  father,  was  a 
Baptist  minister  and  for  forty  years  had  a  charge  in 
one  place.  Mi-s.  Pattengill  is  still  living,  making  her 
home  with  her  son.  She  has  reached  the  good  old 
age  of  seventy-eight  years  and  has  been  the  mother 
of  three  children,  only  one  of  whom,  the  young- 
est, is  now  living. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  after  which,  at  the  age  of  one  vear, 
he  was  taken  by  his  parents  to  Akron,  Erie  Countv, 
whence  after  a  residence  of  five  or  six  j^ears  be 
removed  to  AVilson  and  as  soon  as  old  enough 
attended  the  AVMlscm  Academy,  liemoving  to 
Lit<»hfield,  Mich.,  in  1865,  he  attended  the   Litch- 
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field  High  School.     After  that  he  went  to  Hudiion 
and  wafs  a  gi*aduate  from  the  High  School  at   the 
age   of   seventeen    yeari*.     In  1870  he  entered  the 
University  of  Michigan  in    which  he    pui-sued  the 
literary  course  for  four  yeai*s,  graduating  in    1874 
and  taking  the  degree  of  lW*helor  of  Science.     At 
the  commencement  at  which  he  was  graduated  he 
was  one  of  fourteen  si>eakers  and  was   class   pro- 
phet.    After  finishing  his  college  coui'st*  he  deter- 
mined to  devote  himself  to  educational  work  an<l 
went  to  St.  Ix)uis.  where  he  l)ecame  Superintendent 
of  the  Union  Sch<H)ls,  holding  the  position  for  two 
years.     Thence  he  went  to  Ithaca  and  was  Su|x;r- 
intendent  of  Schools  for  eight  years.     During  his 
stay  of  eight  years  in   that   city    he   established   a 
High  School  and    interested    the  School  Board  in 
higher   educational   work    until  a  ^2^),i)i)i)  school- 
house  was  huilt,  in  which  the  High  School  was  con. 
duct<»d.     During  the  contemplation  and    building 
he  was  on  the  building  committee  and  at  the  same 
time  was  President  of  the  Village  for  two  terms 
He  was  also  President  of  (iratiot  County  Teacliei's' 
Association  for  eight  yeai-j*. 

In  1884  Mr.  Pattengill  went    to   (irand   Hapids 
and  there  l)ecame  assistant   editor    of    the   School 
Moderator^  a  magazine  published    for  tlie    use    of 
teai»hei"s  and  in  the  interest  of  educational    nlTairs. 
He  continued  in  this  position    for    one   year   and 
then  iKiught  out  the  paper,  removing  his  ottiee   to 
J^nsing,  from  which  it  lias  since    lieen    published. 
The  magazine  was  fii>»t  ])rinted  in  (irand  Rapids  in 
1880  and  the  puiiHiase  was  made  by  our  subject  in 
1885.     Since  that  time  it  has  <»rown  from  a  sixteen- 
page  quarto  to  a  thirty-two-page  <piarto  magazine 
and  it  has  also  increased  in  circulation   from  four- 
teen hundred  to  1\\c  thousand.     As  lH»forc  said,  it 
\»  devoted  to  the  educational  interests  and  estab-   ' 
li^hed  for  the  benefit  of  s<*hools.     The  best  tcachera   ' 
and  educ«toi*8  of  the  day  are  contributoi*s.   liesides 
this  magazine  Mr.  Pattengill   publishes  a   number 
of  other  books.     One  of    the  most   ])opular  is  the 
""Civil  (government    of    Michigan,"    of  whieh  he 
himself  is  the  author.     Another  vovy  attractively 
written  and  jiopular  lM)ok  is  -  Thouglits  iov   thosi* 
who  Think,'*  also  written  by  our  subject.     ••  Ti])- 
Top  Pieces  for  Little  Folks,"  n  •*  Manual  of  ( )rthog- 
raphy, "   a  '' Si»hool  Song    Knapsaek.'*    nnd    -An 


Outline  for  S|)ecial  Day  Exercises  for  School." 
All  the  al)Ove  named  b<x)ks  he  has  written,  and  also 
publishes  the  '*  Michigan  Historical  and  (Geograph- 
ical Cards  for  School,' '  ujwn  which  he  has  a  copy- 
right. Numerous  other  works  that  \yei\r  upon 
educational  mattei^s  come  from  his  presses. 

In  1886  our  subject  filled  the  vacancy  of  Assist- 
ant Professor  in  F^nglish  at  the  Agricultuml  Col- 
lege. Under  his  able  instruction  it  grew  into  one 
of  the  most  popular  coui*ses  in  the  college.  In 
1889  he  showed  his  fearlessness  in  regard  to  public 
opinion  when  he  espoused  the  part  of  Prof.  Mac- 
Ewan  in  the  cH>ntroversy  or  ruption  in  the  school, 
and  at  this  time  he  attacked  the  lk)ard  of  Control 
upon  their  action  regarding  Prof.  MacKwan.  Mr. 
Pattengill  is  an  enthusiastic  institute  worker  and 
has  been  appointed  by  the  State  Sui)er  in  ten  dent  of 
Public  Instruction  as  Conductor  of  Institutes  and 
in  this  capacity  has  done  servict^  in  (me-half  the 
counties  in  the  State. 

The  original  of  our  sketch   was  married  in  St. 
Louis  in  1877,  his  bride  Ixnng  Miss  Lizzie  Sharp- 
steen.  who  wa>  l)orn  in  Perry,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Mortimer  Sharpsteen,  also  a  native  of  New 
York.     She  C4\me    West    when  a  vouni;  ladv  with 
her  parents,  locating  in  Iowa  and  latei-  settling  in 
Gratiot  Countv,  where    her    father   was   an    earlv 
pioneer  and  farmer.     Mrs.  Pattengill  was  a  grad- 
uate from  the  High  School  of  St.  Louis,  and  is  a 
most  acvomplished,  amiable   and    attractive    lady. 
She  is  the  mother  of  four   children    whose   names 
are  as   follows:   Lillie,  Victor  H.,  Margaret  I.  and 
\ia\  M.     Mr.  Pattengill  has  a  l)eautiful  home  which 
he  erected  at  a  cost  of  of  ♦7,000  on   the  corner  of 
Townsend  and   l^nawee  Street**.     Architecturally 
it  is  finely  proportioned  and  artistic,  and  interior- 
ally  is  sui)plied  with   every  comfort  and  conven- 
ience that  makers  modern   living  comparatively  so 
delightful.     It   is  al>ove  all  and  before  all  homely 
and  is  a  fit  place  for  the  development  of   true  cul- 
ture and  refinement.     The  editor  has   here  a    fine 
library    of    carefully-selected    works    of    the     best 
author>,  and  his  children  are  made  to   realize   that 
they    are    the    heirs   of   all  the  ages  by  being  sur- 
rounded and  made  familiar  with  the  lx»st  thoughts 
of    the    best    English    writers    of  early  as  well  as 
modern  times. 
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Our  subject  is  connected  with  several  societies, 
being  lecturer  of  the  I^nsing  Grange.  He  ib  a 
member  of  the  State  Teachers'  Association,  of 
which  he  was  at  one  time  Secretary.  In  his  politi- 
cal following  he  is  stanchly  Kepulilican  and  lx»ing 
one  of  the  most  enlightened  and  intelligent  men 
of  the  vicinity  he  has  been  many  timei>  a  delegate 
to  county  and  State  conventions.  When  a  bov 
Mr.  Pattengill  was  severely  hurt  by  a  reaper.  For 
five  months  he  was  confined  to  his  rcH»m  and  kept 
on  his  back.  This  accident  caused  a  slight  lame- 
ness which  undoubtedly  changed  the  course  of  his 
life,  as  his  early  home  l)cing  on  the  lake,  he  pro- 
Ijably  otherwise  would  have  been  a  farmer  or 
sailor. 


KS.  EMELINE  (HOUGHTON)  LANN1X(;. 
It  is  an  unusual  thing  to  (ind  a  woman 
Hi  who  has  been  brought  up  undrr  the  old 
regime  in  which  it  was  thought  unwomanly 
and  immodest  for  one  of  the  genller  sex  to  interest 
herself  in  anything  outside  of  domestic  affairs  or 
such  gentle  occupation  tis  writing  poetry,  to  step 
out  into  the  world  and  assume  duties  which  have 
always  been  considered  as  belonging  to  the  sterner 
sex.  She  of  whom  wc  write,  although  having 
])assed  the  meridian  of  youth  and  vigor,  has  as- 
sumed the  control  of  extensive  bnsines^  aflfaii*s  re- 
lating to  her  husband's  estate,  and  has  managed 
them  suceessfnlly.  Far  fnuu  giving  her  a  mannish 
or  unwomanly  air,  she  has  dii^nitied  the  work  that 
she  has  taken  up  and  given  it  a  <^race  and  gentle- 
ness of  her  own. 

Mrs.  Lanning  is  the  owner  of  the  farm  located 
on  section  22.  llartland  Township,  Livingston 
County,  and  altluMigh  she  is  nearly  seventy  years 
of  age  she  operates  it  so  as  to  bring  her  in  a  good 
income.  The  lady  was  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  her  birth])lace  being  the  town  of  llainl>nrg. 
Erie  County,  about  three  miles  from  the  city  of 
Buffalo.  Her  natal  day  was  July  2J>.  1822.  Her 
father  was  Ezra  Houghton,  a  native  of  New  York, 


where  he  was  reared  and  educated.  He  came  to 
Michigan,  however,  among  its  earliest  pioneer  set- 
tlers, directing  his  way  in  1833  direct  to  Washte- 
naw County,  where  he  took  up  eighty  acres  of  land 
from  the  Government.  On  this  he  built  a  log 
house  and  l)ent  his  efforts  toward  improving  his 
tract.  He  had  succeeded  in  clearing  ten  acres  and 
placing  thereon  some  irai)rovements  wfien  he  sold 
out  his  claim  and  purchased  school  land  on  section 
16,  AYebster  Township,  Washtenaw  County.  There 
he  lived  for  the  remainder  of  his  days,  placing 
valuable  improvements  on  the  tract  and  making  of 
it  a  comfortable  home  place.  There  he  died  after 
reaching  a  good  old  age. 

Our  subject's  mother,  in  her  maiden  da3-s,  was 
Margaret  (^ueal,  a  native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to 
America  when  a  young  girl.  She  was  educated  in 
New  York  vState.  Her  husband  and  herself  were 
buried  side  by  side  in  Wel)ster  cemetery.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children.  Mrs.  Lanning 
is  the  third  child  in  order  of  birth  and  also  the 
third  daughter.  She  came  to  this  State  with  her 
parent^  when  but  eleven  years  of  age.  That  was 
a  day  when  it  was  not  considered  menial  to  help  a 
neighbor  with  the  domestic  or  farm  work  and  to 
receive  in  return  })ay,  and  our  subject  worked  out 
in  order  to  hel})  support  herself  and  family.  She 
was  a  callable  and  competent  young  woman  and 
early  made  a  reputation  for  being  one  of  the  best 
h(.>use wives  of  the  country.  It  was  not  long  l)e- 
fore  one  of  the  young  men  of  the  neighl)orhood 
became  aware  of  her  virtues  and  attractions,  and 
December  22,  1839,  she  was  united  in  marriage  to 
AV.  C.  Lanning,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  theit?  born 
February  7,  1810.  With  his  parents  he  removed 
from  his  native  place  to  the  town  of  Enfield,  Tomp- 
kins County,  N.  Y.,  when  but  five  years  old.  Thei-e 
he  was  n'ared  and  educated,  comipg  to  this  State 
when  a  vouiii;  man. 

The  young  couple  set  up  housekeeping  in  Hart- 
land  Township.  Livingston  (k)unty,  in  1840,  the 
same  w(»ck  in  which  their  marriage  took  pla(»e. 
They  began   by  taking  up  one  hundred   and  sixty 

• 

acre^  of  land  from  the  Government,  which  is  the 
same  tract  upon  which  our  subject  now  resides. 
The  husband  cleared  a  space  in  the  tangle  of  under- 
brush and  forest  trees,  and  built  a  log  hou.se  and 
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>out  improving  the  place.  From  time  to  time 
g  a  few  acres  until  the}-  became  the  owners 

0  hundred  and  ten  acres.  Mr.  I^uning  made 
e  improvements  that  were  at  that  time  on  the 

He  died  in  January,  1889,  after  a  lifetime 

in  an  effort  to  secure  sucli  a  compet<?ncy  as 

d  relieve  him  from  the  necessity  of  hard  Ialx>r. 

8  youth  he  adhered  to  the  AVhig  policy  but 

le  formation  of   the  Republican  i)arly,  trans- 

1  his  allegiance  to  it.  He  wa§  a  well-known 
?^ell-liked  man  and  was  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
in  this  portion  of  the  country.  He  was  a 
I  contributor  to  all  good  and  juiit  causes, 
iig  an  encouraging  voice  to  every  progressive 
ment  that  promised  to  be  for  the  benefit  of 
ublic. 

r  subject  has  one  daughter,  Terressa,  now  the 
)f  Squire  Vescelius.  They  reside  in  Hartland 
jship  on  part  of  the  old  homestead.  Mrs. 
ing  owns  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixt}' 
which  is  the  original  plat  purchased  from  the 
rnment.  On  her  husband's  death  she  was 
nted  administratrix  of  the  estate  and  has 
continued  to  carry  on  the  business  incident 
e  farm.  She  now  rents  the  place  devoting 
f  to  a  general  oversight  and  the  placing  of 
tments.  She  has  done  exceedingly  well  in 
anagement  of  the  farm  thus  far.  It  is  grati- 
to  find  so  much  business  capacity  and  capa- 
in  one  of  the  gentler  sex,  and  Mr.  Lanning's 
lence  in  the  life-long  partner  of  his  joys  and 
«r8  has  proved  to  be  not  in  any  wise  misplaced. 


USH  J.  SHANK,  M.  I),  is  one   of  the  pro- 
minent physicians  and  surgeons  of  Lansing, 
Ingham  County,  where  he  wjis  born  Decem- 
ber 15,  1848,  one  year  after  the  C4ii)ital  was 
ocated.     His  father  was  Ilulbert  B.  Shank,  a 
er  who  felled  the  trees  where  now  the  mast 
•tant  city  streets  are  laid  out  and  charred  the 
id  by  burning  out  the  stunii)sa]id  underbrush, 
ome  was  where  his  son.  Dr.  Shank,  now  lives, 
legan  Street  between  Washington  and  Capitol 
ues.    Dr.  Shank  has  witnessed  the  metamor- 


phosis of  the  beautiful  city  with  important  com- 
mercial interests  from  the  crudest  pioneer  settle- 
ment. 

Receiving  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  this 
citv.  Dr.  Shank  when  a  vouth  was  sent  Iwick  to 
New  York  State  to  enjoy  the  advantages  offered 
at  Oakw^ood  Seminary — a  beautiful  educational 
institution  located  on  Cayuga  Lake.  After  read- 
ing with  his  father  who  was  a  professional  man  of 
high  standing,  he  entered  the  Medical  I)e|jartment 
of  the  University  of  Michigan  in  order  to  pui'sue 
his  studies  in  that  line  under  the  best  conditions 
possible.  He  took  an  advanced  three  years'  com*se 
and  was  graduated  in  the  Class  of  '71.  His  in- 
dependence of  nature  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
when  a  junior  student  at  Oak  wood  Seminary  he 
enlisted  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  at  Auburn,  N. 
Y.  in  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-eighth 
New  York  Infantrv.  He  was  mustered  into  service 
August  2,  1864,  and  sent  to  the  Army  of  the 
James  River  Division.  He  served  as  a  private  un- 
til the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  present  at  the 
battle  of  Appomattox  Court  House  and'  was 
through  the  Weldon  Railroad  raid  and  witnessed 
the  fall  of  Petersburg  and  Appomattox. 

After  being  mustered  out  of  service  he  returned 
home  and  began  the  study  of  his  profession,  as  be- 
fore stated,  reading  with  his  father.  After  gradu- 
ating he  came  to  Lansing  and  began  practicing 
which  he  has  ever  since  continued.  First  as  his 
father's  partner,  he  remained  with  him  until  his 
death,  April  23,  1888.  After  that  sad  event  he  as- 
sociated himself  with  Dr.  A.  S.  Hyatt.  Our  subject 
is  a  member  of  both  the  State  and  Lansing  Medical 
Societies.  For  the  j»ast  ten  yeai*s  he  has  been 
President  of  the  lk)ard  of  Kxamining  Surgeons 
and  previous  to  the  formation  of  local  Boiirds  he 
entered  upon  his  duties  on  the  Board  of  F^xamin- 
ing  Surgeons  in  187(),  serving  until  188(5.  In  1884 
Dr.  Shank  was  appointed  as  Department  Com- 
mander, Michigan  Dej)artment  of  the  CI  rand  Army 
f»f  the  Hepublic  and  now  is  President  of  the  Hoard 
of  Managers  of  the  ^lichigan  Soldier's  Home.  He 
unites  a  regular  practice  with  his  specialty,  which 
is  that  of  surgery,  he  having  the  repuUition  of  be- 
ing one  of  the  finest  surgeons  in  this  portion  of  thQ 
State. 
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Socially  Dr.  Shank  is  in  constant  demand.  He 
is  Eminent  Commander  of  the  I^nsing  Knigiibi 
Templar,  a  Knight  of  Pythias,  an  Elk,  and  ])clongs 
to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  in  fact  is 
a  member  of  numerous  other  orders.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ella  E.  AVilliams,  of 
this  city  December  29,  1873.  This  marriage  h.*is 
l>een  blest  by  the  advent  of  one  daughter,  Ruth. 
Dr.  Shank  is  an  extremely  p<>))ular  man,  greatly 
liked  by  all  who  know  him.  A  skillful  physician  and 
surgeon,  his  services  are  in  constant  demand  by 
the  best  class  of  patrons  in  the  city. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  invited  to  a  litho- 
graphic ix)rtrait  of  Dr.  Shank,  pre>*en ted  in  ccnin(»c 
tion  with  this  biographical  notice. 


•OMd- 


EORGE  VORCE.  The  owntr  of  and  resi- 
dent upon  the  fine  farm  bK'ated  on  section 
15,  Ixiroy  Township,  Ingham  County,  is  a 
prominent  man  in  this  section.  He  is  a  native  t)f 
New  York,  being  Ikmu  in  Cayuga  County  May  2. 
1H42.  He  is  the  son  of  AV'illiani  and  Celia  (Wel>er) 
Vorce.  His  father  was  a  native  of  New  York 
State  and  his  mother  of  Connecticut.  His  paternal 
grandfather  is  said  to  have  been  a  Revolutionary 
soldier. 

AVhen  about  two  or  three  years  old  the  original 
of  our  sketch  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Ing- 
ham Countv,  this  State,  the  family  settling  on  sec- 
tir)n  21,  Lerov  Township,  where  thev  were  amonu' 
the  early  settlers.  Our  subject's  father  here  de- 
voted  himself  to  the  calling  of  agriculture  which 
was  not  at  that  time  the  ccmijiaratively  easy  one 
of  the  present  day,  for  they  were  pioneers,  and 
had  literally  to  hew  their  way  throuijh  the  forests 
to  get  even  a  place  on  which  they  could  locate 
their  log  house,  which  was  the  lirst  honu*  they  had 
on  (Mmiing  to  the  Stale.  The  juinciples  of  De- 
mocracy are  those  that  were  dearest  and  nearest  to 
Mr.  Vorce,  Sr.  The  theories  of  that  gentleman, 
however,  were  not  narrow  in  any  respect,  and  he 
sought  onh'  the  interests  of  the  public  at  large,  re- 
gardless of  party  prejudice.     Our  subject  is  cme  of 


eight  childi^en  bom  to  his  {mrauts,  of  which  the 
names  following  are  those  that  still  survive:  Helen, 
John,  (ieorge,  Edward,  Susan,  William  and  An- 
drew. Helen  is  the  wife  of  A.  C.  Wigant;  Suan 
married  William  House. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  it  is  our  pleasure  to 
give  this  short  sketch  in  outline  was  reared  to 
manh(M>d  in  this  county,  and  his  exi)erience  here 
is  that  of  many  pioneers  in  this  portion  of  the 
country.  His  devotion  to  his  farming  inte^es(t^^ 
has  brought  him  large  returns.  The  greater  por- 
tion of  his  early  life  was  spent  in  rural  occuiia- 
tion,  for  there  was  much  to  be  done  in  those  <lays 
in  felling  timl)er,  making  the  roads  and  in  gener- 
ally i!nj)roving  the  contour  of  the  land.  Tliert* 
was  not  so  much  selfishness  then  as  now,  or  per- 
haps one  may  l)etter  say,  that  the  general  good  at 
that  time  was  also  the  individual  good. 

Although  well  endowed  by  nature  with  bright 
mental  (pialities.  the  educational  advantages  en- 
joytMl  by  our  subject  were  not  brilliant.  He  has, 
however,  become  self-educated  to  such  a  degree 
that  he  passes  for  a  man  of  lil^eral  education.  A 
go(Kl  conversationalist,  he  is  also  genial  and  sunny- 
tempered,  having  the  happy  faculty  of  making 
one  feel  at  ease.  In  February,  I860,  Mr.  Vorce 
enlisted  in  Company  C,  Eleventh  Michigan  In- 
fantry, and  with  his  regiment  was  assigned  to  duty 
in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  continued 
in  service  until  his  discharge,  in  Septemlxjr,  186.5. 
During  his  ex|>erience  as  a  soldier  he  was  detailed 
to  duty  jui  iruard  over  railroads  and  trains  and  to 
do  general  picket  duty  in  Tennessee. 

On  returning  from  the  war  our  subject  was 
married,  in  August,  1871,  to  Miss  Marietta  Bain, 
who  was  born  in  this  State  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Thomas  iiain.  By  this  union  three  children  were 
bOni,  two  of  whom  ai-e  living  at  the  present  time. 
They  are  Elmer  and  Lina.  Mr.  Vorce  is  the  owner 
of  one  hundred  acres  of  well-improved  land.  He 
has  erected  there<m  good  buildings,  having  a  pleas- 
ant home  and  charming  surroundings.  He  devotes 
himself  t<>  general  farming,  supplementing  the 
product,'^  of  the  soil  with  the  rich  returns  from  his 
live  stock.  A  Democrat  in  his  political  belief,  our 
subject  has  always  endeavored  to  be  true  to  what 
he  believes  to  be  for   the  general  good,  irrespec- 
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tive  of  party.  The  original  of  our  sketch  has  been 
an  incumbent  of  several  township  offices.  For 
three  years  he  was  Highway  Commissioner,  and  he 
has  also  served  as  School  Moderator  of  his  district 
for  a  numl)er  of  years.  He  has  identified  himself 
with  the  Farmers*  Alliance,  in  which  he  is  an  ac- 
tive member.  Truly  one  of  the  thrifty  tillei*s  of 
the  soil  in  Leroy  Township  Mr.  Vorce  also  com- 
mands the  respect  of  his  fellow-townsmen. 
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LEE  COOK.  The  Deputy  Sheriff  of  Ing- 
ham C'ounty  is  at  the  present  time  a  resi- 
|)  dent  of  the  city  of  I^nsing,  having  lieen 
here  since  1867.  He  is  a  native  of  Canada, 
and  was  born  at  Greenville,  Argentile  County, 
Quebec,  February  10,  1842.  He  is  a  son  of  Hiram 
I^.  and  Lucinda  (llaynes)  Cook.  As  a  l)oy  he 
received  the  advantages  of  a  good  education,  at- 
tending school  at  Greenville.  There  seems  to  be  a 
certain  element  in  the  atmosphere  of  Canada  tliat 
vitalizes  and  invigorates,  giving  to  the  inhabitants 
of  that  part  of  America  a  freshness  and  clearness 
of  perception  and  a  breadth  of  mental  caliber,  as 
•well  as  strong,  sturdy.  ph3'sical  constitutions. 

After  finishing  his  education,  our  subject  went 
to  Upper  Canada,  locating  in  Westmeath,  Renfrew 
County,  where  he  followed  the  trade  which  he  had 
learned  in  his  native  town.  It  was  that  of  a  car- 
penter  and  joiner.  He  followed  this  calling  some 
little  time  while  in  Canada,  becoming  skilled  in 
his  workmanship.  In  1863  he  came  to  the  United 
States  and  located  in  Saginaw,  there  being  engaged 
at  once  in  building  a  sawmill  for  Messrs.  Sage  and 
McGraw.  In  the  latter  part  of  1864  he  removed 
to  Ann  Arbor,  and  while  there  was  engaged  in 
work  on  the  Univei*sity  building,  assisting  in  the 
erection  of  an  addition  to  the  Medical  Department. 
In  1865  he  went  to  Jackson  in  order  to  help  build 
the  Union  Block,  being  a  part  of  the  time  employed 
as  contractor  on  that  building. 

In  1867  Mr.  Cook  came  to  Lansing,  first  attracted 
hero  by  the  fact  that  several  large  buildings  were 
being  erected  and  his  reputation  as  a  fine  workman 


at  once  secured  him  a  good  place  among  the  Car- 
penters'and  Builders'  fraternity.  The  first  build- 
ing that  he  was  engaged  upon  was  the  Lansing 
House,  now  called  the  Downey  House,  and  since 
that  time  he  has  done  a  large  contracting  business. 
Some  of  the  houses  he  has  erected  are  the  I^rned 
crockery  store,  the  series  of  stores  opposite  the 
I^iising  House,  and  a  number  of  buildings  on  Hon. 
J.  E.  Warner's  farm.  He  also  took  the  contract 
for  tearing  down  the  old  State  l^nd  Office,  where 
the  Capitol  now  stands.  This,  however,  was  an 
unfortunate  undertaking  for  him,  for  while  en- 
gaged on  this  building  he  had  a  terrible  fall  by 
which  he  broke  and  permanently  crippled  his  right 
wrist  and  hand,  also  his  right  leg  and,  injured 
one  lung.  The  fall  was  from  a  height  of  sixty  feet, 
and  it  is  a  mystery  how  he  survived  at  all.  He 
suffered  other  injuries  and  was  obliged  to  give  up 
his  business  in  consequence. 

Turning  to  new  ficUs  in  which  he  could  find  an 
occupation  that  his  strength  was  equal  to,  he  be- 
came an  agent  for  sewing  machines  and  was  in  this 
very  successful.  About  that  time,  however,  the 
municipality  was  organizing  the  first  police  force 
(1872),  and  our  subject  was  appointed  upon  this 
force,  being  the  first  uniformed  policeman  seen  in 
the  city.  He  continued  in  this  position  for  six  or 
seven  yeai-s,  holding  it  under  both  Republican  and 
Democratic  administrations,  which  fact  speaks  well 
for  his  popularity  as  a  man  and  the  fitness  that  his 
constituents  felt  he  had  for  the  position.  After 
withdrawing  from  the  police  foi*ce  he  was  elected 
Constable,  which  office  he  also  held  for  several  years, 
and  was  then  appointed  Deputy  Sheriff.  AVhile  still 
ConstaWe  he  was  appointed  by  the  Council  as 
Chief  of  Police  and  also  City  Marshal,  both  offices 
being  combined  by  a  Democratic  Council.  He 
served  in  that  capacity  for  two  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  was  appointed  keeper  of  the  Ing- 
ham County  poor  house,  which  position  he  held 
for  three  years. 

ft. 

Kor  reasons  not  known  to  the  writer  Mr.  Cook 
resigned  his  pasition  as  Su[)eriutendent  and  mana- 
ger of  the  iK)or  house  and  returned  to  Lansing, 
where  he  purchased  a  store  known  as  the  East  Side 
Grocery,  the  former  owner  being  Dr.  Hitchcock. 
Owing,  however,  to  the  sickness  of  his  wife  he  was 
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obliged  to  sell  out,  and  after  a  time  went  into  the 
concrete  sidewalk  business  o|)e rating  this  for  a  i)er- 
iod  of  two  years.  He  then  sold  out  his  busini*ss 
to  a  firm  who  vet  carry  on  the  work  under  the  firm 
name  of  llagerman  <ir  Hopkins.  After  dis|K>singof 
this  business  our  subject  for  a  time  did  not  engage 
in  other  active  work,  devoting  liimself  to  the  rccu- 
|)eration  of  his  health.  In  January,  1881),  he  re- 
ceived his  third  ai)i)ointinent  as  Deputy  Sheriff. 
and  still  server  in  that  capacity. 

Politically,  our  subject  is  a  follower  of  tlie  Dem- 
ocratic party.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  hide- 
l^endent  Order  of  Odd  P'ellows,  having  lield  all  the 
offices  in  the  lodge  to  which  he  l»elongs.  Our  sub- 
ject's domestic  life  has  been  very  liapin',  made  h> 
by  a  wife  who  has  ever  been  to  him  an  inspiration 
and  a  help.  She  was  in  her  maiden  days,  Miss 
Electa  Morehouse,  of  the  city  of  I>ansing.  They 
were  married  December  25,  1873.  The  iadv  i>  n 
daughter  of  Harvey  MorehouM*,  who  was  one  of 
the  oldest  settlei*s  in  this  city,  having  at  the  time 
of  his  decease  lived  here  nearly  forty  veai>.  \]\> 
widow  still  survives  and  makes  her  home  at  Lan- 
sing. Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  one  daughter, 
Halia  Edith,  a  charming  miss  of  fifteen  years  of 
age. 
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'EREMIAII  .1.  BROWN  wiis  horn  in  Lexing- 
ton, Richland  County,  Ohio,  August  \K 
1839.  His  father,  Abner  Brown,  was  l>oni, 
in  Novenilx'r,  1818.  in  Marti nsburg,  Knox 
County.  Ohio.  He  was  a  general  nuvhariic  and 
was  a  very  skillful  artisan,  being  a  builder  of  en- 
gines and  he  had  the  distinction  of  Ix'ing  one  (*f 
the  first  enjirineers  to  run  over  the  Baltimore  tV  Ohio 
Road.  This  was  in  the  primitive  days  of  railroad 
C(mstruction  when  **strap  rails"  were  used. 

The  grandfather  of  the  suhject  of  our  sketch  was 
also  named  Jeremiah.  He  was  horn  in  ITIM,  in 
the  Slate  of  New  .lei-sey  n<»t  fai  from  Newark  and 
was  a  general  farmer.  His  decease  occurred,  .lune 
24,  1867,  at  his  old  homestead  in  the  Buckeye  State. 
He  was  in  prosperous  circumstance.s,  being  the 
owner  of  a  Injautiful  farm  and   was   well-known 


tliroughout  the  State.  He  was  tiie  father  of  eight 
children.  One  of  the  sons,  Abner  Brown,  and  the 
father  of  our  sulgect.  married  Rebeci«  Sinkey,  who 
was  a  initive  of  Washington  County,  Pa.,  where 
she  was  lK>rn  in  181;').  Her  decease  took  plac-e, 
June  1 1,  188;'),  in  the  city  of  Tensing.  From  this 
marriage  there  w;u*  an  issue  of  dve  sons.a^  follow?!: 
Jeivmiah  .1.,  Abraham  N.,  .Jame^  Foster,  Alexander 
B.  and  Abner  H.  Abraham  is  now  at  the  head  of 
one  of  the  department.'^  in  the  (iovernment  print- 
ing oiliee  in  \Va.shington,  1).  C.;  James  resides  in 
Lansing,  this  State;  Alexander  live8  in  Decatur, 
Ala.     One  son,  Abner,  died  in  his  eighth  year. 

The  origiinil  of  our  sketch  lived  at  home  until 
he  was  twenty-<me  ycai"s  of  age,  attending  the  dis- 
trict school  until  18;');'),  when  his  father  moved  to 
Lansing,   and    there    he  enjoxeil    the    advantiiges 
offered  in  the  district  sc»hool.     He  was  engaged  as 
a  student  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  pay  in  jj 
for  his  tuition   and   incidental   ex|jenses.  by  doing 
work  as  a  tutor  in  mathematics.     On  the  firinsr  of 
the  lii-st  gun  Mr.  Brown  was  one  of  the  first   to  go 
to  the  front,  enlisting  in  the  fall  of  1861.      He  wa»i 
in  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run  and  at  White  Sulp- 
hur Springs,  also  at  Slaughter  Mountain,  at  Rsippa- 
hancK-k    Station,    (iainesville    Station    and    in  the 
terrihle  battle  at  .Manassits.     Our  subject  l)ore  away 
with    him    nine    hattle    sc*ars,    having    l)een     shot 
through  both  knee>.  as  well  jus  other  wounds.     For 
>ix    nionths   he    was  in    hospiUil   in  lialtimore  and 
Frederick  City.  Md.     His  most  serious  wound- was 
received  in  the  battle  of  South  Mountain,   Md.  in 
18()2.     He   was  finally   discharged  on   account  of 
disabilities  resulting  from  wounds,  March  14,  1863. 

On  returning  from  the  war,  Mr.  Rrown  entered 
the  Michigan  Agricultural  College,  where  he  eni- 
|)loye(l  himself  industriously  for  one  year.  He 
then  clerked  in  a  niercuntile  stoi'e  in  Lansing^  and 
in  various  places  until  1867,  when  he  0|^)ened  a 
general  store  at  VVacousta,  remaining  in  business 
there  for  one  year  and  tlience  going  to  I^nsing 
where  he  remained  for  one  year.  From  that  place* 
he  removed  to  Okemos  and  has  remained  hen' 
I'ver  since.  He  is  doing  a  successful  business  and 
ha>  a    line   st»Mk   of  drugs,  groceries   and    l>nzaar 

troods. 

The  original  (►f  our  sketch  wa*  married,  iu  1^63, 
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f  DAM  FOERSTER,  proprietor  of  Foei-ster's 
Brewery,  which  is  situated  at  tlie  foot  of 
Madison  Street,  Lansing,  Ingtmni  County, 
on  the  banks  of  the  (irand  Kiver,  was 
lK>m  in  Canada,  at  Heidlel)erg,  Waterloo  County, 
February  22,  1848.  His  father,  Louis  Foei-ster,  was 
a  native  of  Baden,  Gennany,  his  natal  year  being 
1803.  He  had  two  brothers  in  tlie  Napoleonic  wars 
who  were  killed  and  left  on  the  field  at  Moscow. 
He  was  a  lock  and  gunsmith  in  (Germany,  and 
cftme  to  the  New  AVorld  in  183/),  after  his  mar- 
riage, and  located  at  lleidleberg,  Canada.  He 
took  a  farm  in  the  woods  and  settled  upon  it  five 
miles  from  any  neighbor,  and  beginning  life  here 
ill  a  l)ark  shanty,  worked  his  way  up  to  a  comfort- 
able corai)eteney.  He  still  resides  upon  this  old 
homestead.  ,  He  is  conservative  in  liis  view.sandis 
a  member  of  the    Luthemn    Church.     The  motlier 


to  Miss  ^Sarah  A.  McCieorge,  a  daughter  of  William 
McGeorge.     This    amiable    couple    are    childless, 
hut    had   an    adopted*  daughter    who    bore    the   i 
name  of  Lillv  A.  Brown.     She  was  a  most  exem-   , 
plary  young  lady  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen.   | 
Mrs.  Brown  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal  Church  at  Okemos.     Socially  our  subject  is  a 
Mason,  l^elonging  to  Lansing  Lodge,  No.  33,  which 
he  joined  in  1867. 

Mr.  Brown's  anc^estr>rs  on  his  father's  side  came  i 
from  Scotland.  On  the  mother's  side,  they  came 
from  Cork,  Ireland.  Politically  he  of  whom  we 
write  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  although  brought  up 
by  Republican  parent**.  He  has  l»een  quite  promin- 
ently identified  with  the  politics  of  Meridian  Town- 
ship. Ingham  County  and  was  the  Clerk  for  three 
vears.    In  1874  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

• 

holding  the  ottlce  until  1882.  He  was  again  elected 
in  1884  and  served  for  four  veai-s.  Mr.  Brown  is 
an  intelligent,  wide-awake  man,  who  is  most  genial 
in  his  manner  and  po))ular  and  prosperous  in  his 
business  relations.  He  owns  one  of  the  j)rettiest 
homes  in  the  present  village  of  Okemos. 


of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Zieg* 
ler,  and  she  was  lK)rn  in  Baden,  (ierraany,  and 
died  in  1855,  leaving  ten  children. 

Until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  years  our 
subject  lived  upon  the  farm  with  his  parents  and 
attended  the  common  district  school.  He  was 
then  apprenticed  for  two  yeare  to  the  brewer's  bus- 
iness at  Preston,  and  in  1866,  went  to  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  and  was  for  four  yeai*s  in  the  employ  of  a 
brewery  there,  as  salesman.  In  1870,  he  came  to 
Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  and  in  partnership  with  his 
bixither,  Louis  G.,  he  purchased  a  brewery  and  op- 
erated it  until  1876,  when  he  went  to  Ligonier, 
Ind.,  and  there  rented  a  brewery  which  he  carried 
on  until  1877,  when  he  came  to  Lansing. 

Mr.  Foerster  now  purchased  the  brewery  which 
he  is  still  operating,  and  proceeded  to  enlarge  and 
improve  it,  till  it  now  has  a  capacity  of  thirty-five 
liarrels  a  day.  He  has  also  erected  a  new  brewery, 
one  |K)rtion  of  which  measured  25x75  feet,  and 
the  other  part  24x60  feet,  and  aside  from  this  he 
has  also  put  up  an  ice  house  and  storage  house. 
It  is  the  only  brewery  in  Lansing.  This  gentleman 
owns  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twentv  acres  in 

ft 

DeAV'itt  Township,  Clinton  County,  which  is  a 
finely  improved  condition  and  is  under  Mr.  Foers- 
ter's  direct  superintendence.  He  mises  upon  this 
farm  an  excellent  grade  of  stock  and  hoi*ses  of 
good  breeds.  Our  subject  was  married  in  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  in  1868,  being  then  united  with  Miss 
Catherine  Spaeth,  n  native  of  Hamilton,  Butler 
County,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Mr.  John  Spaeth, 
who  was  born  in  liavaria,  (iermanv.  and  became 
an  earl  v  settler  in  Ohio,  where    he  carries  on  his 

ft-  - 

trade  as  a  tailor  in  Hamilton.  This  man  was  so 
loyal  to  his  adopted  country  that  he  enlisted  at 
the  fii-st  tap  of  the  drum  at  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Civil  War,  and  was  one  of  the  very  fii-st  volun- 
teei*s  to  join  the  ranks.  He  served  for  three 
months  and  then  re-enlisted  and  was  in  service 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  died  some  vears 
aifo. 

The  five  children  of  our  subject  are  Charles  L., 
(George  E.,  Ida  C.  K.,  All^ert  V.  A.,  Lucia  H.  M. 
In  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Mr. 
Foerster  l)elongs  to  the  Capital  Lodge  No.  45,  and 
the  Encampment   Ni>.    33.     He    is   also  connected 
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with  the  Knights  of  Honor,  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  and  the  Red  Cross,  and  has  been 
the  President  for  several  years  of  the  Arbeiter  So- 
ciety. He  alsQ  belongs  to  the  German  Leiderkranz. 
In  his  church  relations  he  is  a  Lutheran,  and  in 
politics  is  a  Democrat,  being  frequently  a  delegate 
to  the  county  conventions.  He  is  also  connected 
with  the  Michigan  State  Brewer's  Association. 


--^M^Ks)*®!^^^^ 


ILLLVM  S.  HOLMES  Ar  SON.  The  high 
i\/j^f  K^'^^^^  ^^  ^'^^  educational  institutiuuj^  of 
Y^^i  Michigan  has  forwarded  certain  indurstrios, 
notably  those  of  the  manufacture  and  introduction 
of  musical  instruments,  which  may  now  he  found 
in  every  hamlet  in  the  State.  The  l»e.st  claims  of 
such  instruments  are  demanded  by  the  people  <>f 
wealth  an<l  culture  who  now  form  so  huire  a  por- 
tion of  the  population  of  this  State  and  among  the 
most  enterprising  firms  which  meet  this  demand  is 
the  one  which  we  have  named  at  tlie  head  of  this 
pamgraph.  These  gentlemen  have  the  manage- 
ment of  the  finest  wholesale  and  retail  mu>ic  house 
in  Lansing,  and  the  father  who  has  long  been  one 
of  the  men  of  wealth  in  this  eitv  commands  lhi» 
respect  of  all  for  his  patriotic  services  to  his  coun- 
try jis  well  as  for  the  well-known  intcifritx  and 
ability  of  the  firm.  Besides  handling  musical  in- 
strument's of  all  kinds  this  firm  snj)j»lies  sheet 
music,  song  books  and  sewing  machines. 

W.  S.  Holmes  the  senior  member  of  this  firm, 
was  b<jrn  in  Unadilla,  Livingston  County,  Mich., 
in  February,  1810.  His  fathCi,  David  Holme.>,  was 
born  in  the  North  of  Ireland  and  there  grew  up  a 
farmer.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  came  to 
America  and  located  u[)on  Long  Island,  whence  he 
removed  to  Hartford,  Conn.,  finding  work  in  a 
carpet  factory  and  in  that  city  he  found  his  wife. 
It  was  in  1837  when  he  came  to  Michigan,  where 
he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  fine  land 
on  section  28,  in  I'nadilla  Township.  Living?^ton 
County.  He  improved  this  j)roperty  and  remained 
upon  it  until  1866,  when  he  removed  to  DeWitt 
and  after  one  year  there  went  to  Greenbush  Town- 


ship, Clinton  County.  There  he  bought  a  farm  of 
sixty  acres  and  made  it  his  home  until  his  de;ith  in 
1884,  when  he  had  attained  to  the  venerable  age 
of  eighty-four  j-ears.  In  his  political  views  he  was 
a  Democrat  until  1854,  when  he  became  a  Republi- 
can, l)eing  one  of  the  first  in  his  neighborhood  to 
join  that  new  party.  For  fifty  years  he  was  hon- 
ored and  l^elovcd  as  a  Deacon  in  the  Baptist  Church. 
His  wife,  Lucretia  McConnell,  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut and  died  in  Livingston  County  in  1843. 

Of  the  five  children  of  this  family  four  grew  to 
maturity,  the  senior  nieml>er  of  this  firm  being  the 
youngest  chihl.  He  was  reared  on  the  farm  and 
began  his  education  in  a  log  school  house,  remain- 
ing at  home  and  working  on  the  farm  until  August 
1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  IJ,  Twenty- 
sixth  .Michigan  Infantry,  l)eing  mustered  in  at 
Jackson.  He  was  present  at  the  conflicts  of  the 
Wilderness,  Nye  Run  and  Spottsylvania  Court 
House,  and  on  May  12,  1864,  he  was  wouude^l 
while  making  a  bayonet  charge,  a  minie  l)all 
pasvsing  Ihiough  his  l)ody  from  left  to  right.  He 
was  kept  prisoner  on  the  battle-field  by  the  rebels 
three   days  and   was  then   retaken  bv  the  Second 

ft'  V 

1  )i  vision.  Second  Army  Corps.  The  Judicial  Square 
Hospital  at  Washington  was  the  place  where  he  was 
sent  on  the  18th  of  May  and  six  months  later  he 
was  sent  to  Little  York,  Pa.,  and  then  to  St.  Mary's 
Hospital.  Detroit,  lie  continued  there  until  May 
18,  1  HOT),  when  he  was  mustered  out  as  Sergeants 
While  at  Detroit  convalescing  he  was  permitted  to 
attend  Bryant  tV  Stratton's  Business  College,  from 
which  he  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1865.  The 
wound  continued  to  trouble  him  for  a  long  while 
after  leaving  the  hospital.  He  engaged  for  one 
year  with  the  State  Insurance  Comp*\ny  and  after- 
ward was  foi-  three  yeai-s  with  the  New  York  Life 
Insurance  Company,  traveling  through  Central 
Michigan. 

The  music  busines>  fii-st  engaged  the  attention 
of  ^Ir.  Holmes  in  1870  and  in  Septeml)er  of  that 
year  he  i)ut  in  a  stock  of  goods  in  a  7x9  room,  l>ack 
of  Longyear's  Hank  and  later  he  moved  into  the 
()|>era  House  Block  at  it.s  completion.  During  the 
time  that  he  wa.s  in  the  insurance  business  he  had 
bought  the  old  honu\  a  property  which  comprises 
two  hundred  acres,  which  he  still  owns  and  has  a 
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tenaut  upon.  In  P'ebruary,  1878,  this  gentleman 
was  taken  ill  with  typhoid  fever  and  wai*  so  pros- 
trated as  to  be  unable  to  attend  to  business  for  six 
mouths.  His  brother  took  him  to  his  farm  and 
took  care  of  him.  He  sold  his  music  store  and 
removed  back  onto  the  farm  for  awhile.  In  1880 
he  represented  the  Ft.  Wayne  Company  and  worked 
in  their  employ  for  a  year  at  a  salary  of  i!Sl,50(). 
After  this  he  located  in  Lansing  once  more  estab- 
lishing himself  in  the  Oi)era  House  Block  whence 
he  removed  to  his  present  location  in  the  Snyder 
Block. 

The  tinii  carries  fiom  twenty-live  to  fifty  pian<M< 
of  the  l)est  makes,  such  as  the  Stein  way,  Henry  F. 
Miller,  Hallett  6i  Davis,  Ivtr.-t  tir  Pond,  Emerson, 
Shouinger,  also  the  Kstey  and  Packard  organs  and 
all  kinds  of  musical  publications.  The  sewing 
machines  which  he  handles  most  |)ri>minently  arc 
the  Standard  and  the  Helpmate.  They  keep  from 
l«u  to  fifteen  men  on  the  road  in  their  enifiloy. 
L'pon  the  1st  of  January,  1889  the  llrm  was  changed 
to  the  style  which  api>eai*s  above.  After  one  year 
Mr.  C.  H.  Howe  came  into  the  Hrni  and  since  Jan- 
uary 1,  1890  lie  has  lx»en  a  partner. 

Mr.  Holmes  owns  four  hundred  and  twenty  acre.* 
of  improved  land  in  Tnadilla  Township,  which  he 
rents  out  on  shares  and  lias  eighty  acres  in  Delta 
Township,  Eaton  County,  upon  which  he  also  has 
a  tenant,  and  in  Clinton  County  he  has  eighty 
acres  in  Watertown  Township  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  in  Reily  Township.  He  lias  lx»en  singu- 
larly favored  throughout  life  in  all  his  ^transac- 
tions. 

The  marriage  in  Unadilla  Township  of  W.  S. 
Holmes  and  Miss  Adelia  E.  Howe  took  place  in 
1868.  This  lady  was  born  in  Illinois  but  had  her 
education  in  Coldwater,  Mich.  Two  children  have 
blessed  their  home,  the  eldest  Robert  S.  was  born  in 
I'nadilla  Township,  Livingston  County,  Mich., 
February  8,  1870,  and  has  s|>ent  most  of  his  life  at 
Lansing.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  entered  the 
High  School,  from  which  he  graduated  at  the  age 
of  eighteen  with  the  honoi's  of  his  class  which 
numbered  twenty-one,  and  to  iiim  was  awarded  the 
salutatory. 

The  young  man  then  entered  the  Detroit  Busi- 
ness College  and  finished  the  course  January  1, 


s 


1889  and  upon  the  same  day  formed  a  partnei'ship 
with  his  father  under  the  firm  name  of  W.  S. 
(iolmes  dr  Son.  He  has  traveled  some  on  the  road 
in  Southern,  Central  and  Eastern  Michigan,  making 
his  first  trip  when  he  was  nineteen  years  old,  when 
he  made  the  best  i-ecord  of  any  man  in  their  em- 
ploy. He  has  charge  of  the  musical  and  sewing 
machine  department  of  the  business.  In  the  real- 
estate  business  the  father  and  son  are  in  partner- 
ship, under  the  style  of  W.  S.  Holmes  <fe  Son,  but 
the  miLsic  business  is  now  carried  on  under  the 
name  of  W.  S.  Hohnes  <fe  Co.  The  3'oung  man  is 
chorister  in  the  liaptist  Church  and  a  member.  He 
is  a  memlxM*  of  the  Manard  Male  Quartette  of  Lan- 
sing, singing  basso,  and  is  esteemed  a  fine  vocalist. 
The  daughter.  Jennie  L.,  is  still  nt  h<mie  with  her 
parents.  The  father  is  a  Trustee  in  the  Ba)>tist 
Church  and  was  prominent  in  organizing  the  South 
Street  Missicm  S»inday-s<*hool,  of  which  he  is  the 
Superintendent.  Since  1886  his  political  effort** 
have  i)een  in  the  direction  of  the  Prohibition  party, 
jis  he  feels  that  other  questions  of  public  policy 
should  1h»  subordinated  to  the  tremendous  task  of 
overthrowing  the  liquor  iK)wer. 


V 
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'(  ACOB  CONRAD.  This  tine  old  gentleman, 
who  has  been  a  successful  farmer,  is  one  of 
tiie  popular  men  in  Genoa  Township,  Liv- 
ingston County.  He  was  born  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  Byron,  Germany,  July  16,  1822.  His  fa- 
ther, Charles,  and  his  grandfather,  Jacob,  Sr.,  were 
both  natives  of  Germany,  and  tht  latter  was  a 
shoemaker  who  spent  all  his  days  in  the  old  coun- 
try. The  father  came  to  this  country  about  Chris- 
mas  time,  1832,  and  spent  some  three  years  in  New 
York  at  Albany,  and  Montgomery.  He  was  him- 
self a  poor  man  but  brought  with  him  from  the  old 
country  *400  which  belonged  to  his  sister.  He 
placed  it  in  a  bank  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  came  near 
being  defrauded  out  of  it  through  forgery. 

The  journey  Westward  was  made  by  boat  from 
New  York  to  Michigan  and  then  Charles  Conrad 
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OAine  on  foot  from  Detroit  to  Liviuj^ston  County, 
where  he  took  up  eif^hty  aerey  of  Government  land 
on  section  23,  when  there  were  onlv  two  or  three 
families  within  many  miles.  The  Indian  trail 
passed  his  house  and  the  red  man  was  his  frequent 
caller.  The  family  was  often  alarmed  by  the  an- 
proaeh  of  Indians,  but  no  molestation  oc^curred. 
The  father  built  a  log  house  and  cleared  u[)  his 
farm,  dying  at  the  age  of  seyenty-Mx  yeai-s.  lie 
was  a  meml)er  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church 
and  a  Whig  in  politics,  and  his  good  wife,  whose 
name  was  Catherine  Norrice,  was  among  the  first 
meml)er8  of  the  church  here.  She  died  when  about 
sixty  years  old,  having  reared  four  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

Our  subject  crossed  the  ocean  when  he  was  ten 
years  old  and  well  remembers  the  iourncy.  His 
education  was  carried  on  l>oth  in  (iennany  and  in 
this  country,  but  it  was  cut  short  b\'  (he  necessities 
of  the  family  as  the  l»oy>  ha<l  t(>  leave  school  to 
earn  the  money  necessary  for  their  comfort.  1m »r 
ten  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  Henjauiiii  Wood- 
rufT  and  began  with  the  monthly  sti[)end  of  ^\. 
He  lK»gnn  for  hini>elf  at  the  i\*sv  of  thirty  ve;u>.  In 
\Hi'}'2  .Jacob  Conrad  went  lo  (  niifornin  by  water 
and  was  there  for  three  years,  and  in  the  Snn  ,Io>e 
Valley  receive<I  ?^',)  ]>er  day  for  H)\vinii  wlu'nt  juhI 
also  worked  at  onetime  in  the  1\«m1  \\o<mI>.  lb- 
wn>  eeonomieal  and  frugal  an<l  acennuilatid  >oinc 
nioney  which  uave  him  his  first  tinancial  >lart. 

After  \\\>  return  to  Michigan  in  1H.")(;  .lacob  Con- 
rad wa>  united  in  marriage  with  Klizabt'tli  Dtnr, 
who  was  born  at  Albany.  N.  V..  and  is  now  the 
inotlu'r  of  two  son.'^  and  thi<*e  daughters — Louis. 
Henry.  (  aroline.  Maria  and  <instie.  The  farm  upon 
whieh  onr  subject  now  reside*^  he  obtained  by  pur- 
chasing the  tax  title:  In^  now  has  four  liundnMl 
acres  upon  which  he  is  cjurying  on  mixed  farming, 
making  wheat  his  principal  crop  and  paying  con- 
siderable attention  to  >tocU. 

The  (iernian  Lutheian  Church  is  the  religions 
body  with  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conrad  are  con- 
nected,  and  they  were  generou>  hclpi'is  in  the 
j)roject  of  erecting  a  house  of  worship,  donating 
*ll()  to  this  sacred  purpose.  Haying  been  a  Whig 
>L'.  Conrad  naturally  became  a  Republican  and  is 
now  considered  one  of  the   most    radical  of  that 


party.  He  has  Ix'en  very  successful  in  all  his  un- 
dertakings and  a.<«cril)es  his  prosperity  to  the  fict 
that  he  has  ever  determined  to  stick  to  what  be 
undertakes  until  he  makes  it  a  success. 


'H^^fci'y^Piii  >    p  > 


•©##- 


'It     I  t    I 


NDHHW  MOYKH,  a  prominent  pioneer  of 
section  30,  J^oc^ke  Township,  Ingfaaa 
CtKinty,  was  lH>rn,  July  18,  1845,  in  Ont- 
ario, Canada.  His  father,  Anthony  Moyer, 
was  a  native  of  Germany  and  the  mother,  Elica- 
beth  (Price)  Mover,  was  l>orn  in  the  beautiful  Mo- 
hawk \'alley  in  New  York.  Our  subject  came  with 
his  j)arents  to  Ingham  County,  Mich.,  when  be  was 
a  lad  of  thirteen  yeai-s  and  here  the  family  lo<;ated 
upon  the  farm  now  owned  bv  Mr.  Mover.  In  this 
home  in  the  unl)roken  forest  his  (Xii'ents  trained 
for  future  usefulness  four  children,  two  onlv  of 
whom  are  n<>w  surviying,  his  sister  bein^  Lucy 
now  Mrs.  May  berry,  living  in  Canada.  Theix*  is 
also  a  half  sister  n<>w  Mrs.  ^lary  A.  Stoton. 

In   the   wo<kIs   of  Ingham  County,   our  subject 
irrcw   to   manhood    taking   such    education  as   he 
conld  obtain  in  the  district  schools.     After  he  was 
t"lcven  \  ears  old  he  fouiul  it  neces-sary  to  devote 
himself  to  the  laboi>  of  the  farm  and  con»4>quent-ly 
ha<l    no    further    sch<M>ling.     His    first    marriage 
which   occurred   in    1H7H   brought  to  his    home  a 
biide  in  the  pei-son  of  Stella  lJarl>er,  who  l)ore  him 
\\\{}  chihlreii.  one  of  whom  has  passed  to  the  other 
worhl    and    the    daughter    Lizzie    is    still     living. 
After  the  death   of   Mrs.  Stella  Mover,  Mr.  ^Hover 
was  married,  in    Se])temlH'r,    1886,  to   his   present 
wife    who>e  maiden   name   was  Dora   Klunzinger. 
Mrs.    Moyer    is   a   natiye  of   AVa^nlitenaw   C*ounty. 
Mich.,  and  a  daughter  of  Lewis  and    lA'na  Klunz- 
inger of  Ingham    County.     Two  daughters  have 
blessed  this  happy  uni<m,  Hertlia   L.  and  Je^ie  A. 
One   hundred  and    tifty-live  acres    of   good    land 
form  the  Innne  farm   whieh   this  successful   fanner 
has  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation,     llispolit- 
ical  yiews  ally  him  with  the  Hepublican  i)arty,  but 
his  father  \Nas  a  Democrat  in   his  convicti<ms,  and 
was  an  earnest  and  devoted  meml»er  of  the  llaptist 
Church. 
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came  on  foot  from  Detroit  to  Livingston  County, 
where  he  took  up  eighty  acres  of  Government  land 
on  section  23,  when  there  were  only  two  or  three 
families  within  many  railed.  The  Indian  trail 
passed  his  house  and  the  red  man  was  his  frequent 
caller.  The  family  was  often  alarmed  by  the  ap- 
proach of  Indians,  but  no  molestation  (K*curi*ed. 
The  father  built  a  log  house  and  cleared  up  his 
farm,  dying  at  the  age  of  seventy -six  years,  lie 
was  a  memt)er  of  the  German  Lutheran  Churcli 
and  a  Whig  in  politics,  and  his  good  wife,  whose 
name  was  Catherine  Norrice,  was  among  the  first 
members  of  the  church  here.  She  died  when  about 
sixty  years  old,  having  reared  four  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

Our  subject  crobsed  the  ocean  when  he  was  ten 
years  old  and  well  remembei-s  the  journey.  His 
education  wai*  carried  on  lK)th  in  Germany  and  in 
this  country,  but  it  was  cut  short  by  the  necessities 
of  the  family  as  the  boys  had  to  lea  ye  scliool  to 
earn  the  money  necessary  for  their  comfort.  For 
t<jn  years  he  was  in  theeinjjloy  of  Heiijaniin  Wood- 
ruflF  and  began  with  tlie  incMjthly  stifu'ud  of  ^A. 
lie  betran  for  himself  at  the  nirt'  of  thirtv  vears.  In 
1852  Jacob  ("oiirad  wont  to  (  jiiifornin  bv  watt-r 
and  was  there  for  three  yeai*s,  and  in  the  Sjin  .losr 
\'alley  receiyc<l  ^.S  ])er  day  for  >oNviniif  wheat  and 
also  worked  at  onetime  in  the  UcmI  \\'o<)(1>.  lb* 
wa^  I'cononiical  and  frniral  and  accuninlatcd  mhuc 
monry  which  i^ayt'  him  his  first  financial  >tari. 

After  his  return  t(>  Micliiiran  in  1H.")(>  .lacob  ( On- 
rad  was  united  in  inairiair*'  with  l^lizabcth  l)<nr. 
who  was  ]»0!n  at  Albany.  N.  V..  and  i>  now  the 
mother  of  two  sf)ns  and  three  dauirhters — J.ouis. 
Henry,  Caroline,  Maria  and  (iustie.  The  farm  upon 
which  our  subject  ikkv  n'>ides  he  obtained  by  pur- 
chasing the  tax  title;  h(^  now  h.as  four  hundred 
acres  upon  which  he  is  cjirryinir  on  mixed  farming, 
making  wheat  his  principal  crop  and  paying  con- 
sideral)le  attention  to  stock. 

The  German  Lutheran  Church  is  the  leliirious 
body  with  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Conrad  are  con- 
nected,  and  they  were  generous  helpers  in  the 
project  of  erecting  a  house  of  worship.  donatin<r 
♦  110  to  this  sacred  pur})Ose.  Haying  been  a  Whig 
Mr.  Conrad  naturally  l)ecame  a  Republican  and  is 
now  considered  one  of  the  most  radical  of  that 


party.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  all  hi8  un- 
dertakings and  asiTibes  his  prosperity  to  the  fact 
that  he  has  ever  <ietermiued  to  stick  to  what  he 
undertakes  until  he  makes  it  a  success. 


'ptmphm^pJt   t     p  I 
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NDRKAV  MOYER,  a  prominent  pioneer  oC 
section  30,  Locke  Township,  Ingfaani 
[i  Ik  County,  was  l>orn,  July  18,  1845,  in  Oni» 
ario,  Canada.  His  father,  Anthony  MoyCTf 
was  a  native  of  (Germany  and  the  mother,  Elifli- 
lK»th  ( Price)  Mover,  was  born  in  the  beautiful  Mo- 
hawk Valley  in  New  York.  Our  subject  came  with 
his  parents  to  Ingham  County,  Mich.,  when  he  was 
a  lad  of  thirteen  years  and  here  the  family  located 
upon  the  farm  now  owned  by  Mr.  Moyer.  In  this 
home  in  the  unbroken  forest  his  parents  trained 
for  future  usefulness  four  children,  two  only  of 
whom  are  now  suryiving,  his  sister  being  Lucy 
now   Mrs.  Maybcrry,  livini;  in  Canada.     There  is 

ft  tV* 

also  a  half  sister  now  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Stoton. 

In  the  w(K»ds  of  Ingham  County,  our  subject 
grew  to  manhood  taking  such  education  as  he 
could  obtain  in  the  district  schools.  After  he  was 
eleven  M'ars  old  he  fcnind  it  nec*e.*«sarv  tO  devote 
liiniself  to  the  labors  of  the  farm  and  consequently 
had  no  further  >chooling.  His  first  marriage 
wliicli  <»ccurred  in  1M7H  brought  to  his  home  a 
bri<le  in  tin'  person  nf  Stella  Harl)er,  who  Ixire  him 
two  children,  (uie  of  wlumi  has  passed  to  the  other 
world  and  the  daughter  Lizzie  is  still  living. 
After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Stella  Mover,  Mr.  Mover 
was  nnirried.  in  September.  188G,  to  his  present 
wife  whose  nniiden  name  was  Dom  Klunzinger. 
Mrs.  Moyei-  is  a  initive  of  Washtenaw  County, 
Mich.,  and  a  daughter  of  Lewis  and  l^na  Klunz> 
inger  of  Ingham  County.  Two  daughtei'S  have 
blessed  this  happy  uni<»n.  Bertha  L.  and  Jessie  A. 
One  hundred  and  tifty-tive  acres  of  good  land 
form  the  home  farm  which  this  successful  fanner 
has  in  an  excellent  ^late  of  cultivati<m.  His  polit- 
ical views  ally  him  with  the  Republican  jmrty, but 
his  father  was  a  Democrat  in  his  convictions,  and 
was  an  earnest  and  devoted  memlwr  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 
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The  homestead  of  Mr.  Moyer  is  universally  con- 
ceded to  be  one  of  the  finest  in  the  community 
and  we  are  pleased  to  invite  the  reader's  attention 
to  a  view  of  the  place  presented  on  another  page 
of  this  volume. 


J i  AMES  H.  WILSON.  This  representative 
citizen  of  Locke  Township,  Ingliam  County^ 
is  a  Wolverine  by  birth,  his  nativity  hav- 
ing been  in  Kalamazoo  County  on  the  ninth 
day  of  March,  1841.  He  is  a  son  of  George  L.  and 
Uhoda  (Hazleton)  Wilson,  his  father  Ijeing  a  native 
of  Vermont  and  his  mother  having  been  born  in 
the  Empire  State.  On  the  paternal  side  he  is  of 
Scotch  slock  and  on  the  maternal  side  of  English 
lineage.  His  great-grandfather,  Wilson,  was  one 
of  the  heroes  of  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  parents  of  our  subject   were   pioneers   of 
Kalamazoo  County,  and  with  them  came  this  son 
then    nineteen   years  old.     They   settled   in    the 
woods  in  LeRoy  Township  and  upon  the  farm  and 
in  the  district  schools  James  H.  Wilson  completed 
his  training  for  life.     He  enlisted  January  1,  1862 
in   Company  D,  Fourteenth   Michigan    Infantry, 
which  regiment  was  attached  to   the   Fourteenth 
Army   Corps   in    the   Army  of   the   Cumberland. 
Young  Wilson  served  under  Gen.  Pope  and  par- 
tleii)ated    in   the  campaigns   of  Farmington  and 
Corinth  and  the  siege  of  Nashville.     His  brigade 
was  then  transferred  to  Shennan's  command  and 
he  became  one  of  the  brave  marchers  to  the  sea. 
He  also  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  the  siege 
of  Savannah  and  the  battle  of  Benton ville.     The 
battles  of  Lookout  Mountain,  Kenesaw  Mountain 
and  Stone  River  and  some  thirty  odd  engagements 
were  embraced  in  his  experiences,  besides  various 
skirmishes.     He   witnessed    the   surrender   of  Joe 
Johnston  and  finally  participated  in  the  Grand  He- 
view  at  Washington   and  received  his  honorable 
discharge  July  18,  1865.     He  received  four  gun- 
shot wounds  and  has  a  one  ounce  ball  still  located 
in  his  left  shoulder,  which  he  received  at  the  siege 
of  Atlanta.    As  a  partial  compensation  for  services 


rendered  the  Government  he  is  granted  a  pension 
of  $14  per  month. 

Mr.  Wilson  is  a  devoted  adherent  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  is  now  ofticiating  as  the 
officer  of  the  day,  and  has  served  as  Assistant  In- 
spector General  for  the  Michigan  Posts.  His  mar- 
riage with  Delina  Brown  took  place  in  July,  1865. 
This  lady  is  a  native  of  Michigan  and  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Julia  Brown.  Her  father  has 
passed  from  earth  and  her  mother  now  resides  in 
the  State  of  Washington.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson 
have  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  daughters, 
Estella,  now  the  wife  of  Albert  Stone,  and  Nellie, 
who  is  at  home. 

It  was  in  1868  that  Mr.  Wilson  established  him- 
self upon  the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  He  has 
served  as  School  Assessor  for  nine  successive  years 
and  is  still  the  incumbent  of  that  office.  His 
politicial  views  bring  him  into  affiliation  with  the 
Democratic  party,  but  his  breadth  of  view  makes 
him  an  earnest  helper  in  every  effort  to  improve 
the  statutes  of  the  county,  no  matter  by  what  pai'ty 
the  movement  is  pushed.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Williamstown  and  is  also 
identified  with  the  Patrons  of  Industry.  In  his 
military  servic*e  he  enlisted  as  a  private  and  was 
regularly  promoted  through  the  grades  of  Cor- 
poral and  Sergeant,  and  in  the  coui^se  of  two  yeai-s 
to  that  of  Lieutenant.  His  record  both  military 
and  civil  is  an  honorable  one  and  we  are  gratified 
to  present  his  biography  in  this  Album,  and  also  a 
View  of  his  fine  estate,  which  is  one  of  the  best  im- 
proved in  the  community. 


V 


ANIEL  C.  HUKD.  Education  may  do 
much  for  a  man,  hut  it  is  an  old  saying 
that  wit  and  gumption  are  the  most  im- 
portant factors  in  making  a  man.  He  of 
whom  we  write  is  not  lacking  in  these  qualities, 
and  by  virtue  of  these  he  has  made  his  way  in  the 
world  and  attained  to  his  present  prominent  and 
enviable  position.     He  is  truly  the  architect  of  his 
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own  fortunes,  and  is  n  i^elf-made  man  both  in  edu- 
cation and  in  financial  standin^^:.  Bes^inningat  tlie 
fiKit  of  the  ladder  lie  is  now  the  most  prominent, 
popular  and  e^itcrprising  man  in  North  I^nsing. 
He  is  the  proprietor  of  thrc»e  mercantile  houses  and 
sells  dry-grx>ds,  lKH>ts  shoes  and  clothing,  lie  is 
also  the  >' ice-President  and  Director  of  the  North 
I^nsing  Milling  Company. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  Imm-u  in  Clinton 
County,  DeWitt  Township,  .January  22,  1847.  His 
father  was  Daniel  Hurd  and  is  a  native  of  Rut- 
land, Vt.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  also  a  \'cr- 
mont  man  and  of  some  pi*ominence  in  his  native 
place.  Our  sul)jec*t*sfather  was  by  chilling  a  farmer. 
He  loc»ated  at  an  earlv  dav  in  New  York  State,  in 
Castile,  Wyoming  County,  and  about  1H45-H),  he 
came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  DeWitl,  purcha.**- 
ing  a  new  farm.  He  at  once  lK»nt  his  energies 
toward  improving  this  tract  and  l)ecame  a  success- 
ful farmer.  He  was  a  man  of  native  ability.  In- 
telligence  and  excellent  judgment  and  held  various 
positions  in  the  township  where  he  lived,  lie  was 
Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Supervisor  and  wasgrenlly 
respected  by  his  Republican  constituents,  l)eing  one 
of  the  most  ardent  supporters  of  that  party  in  lii> 
locality.  His  decease  <.K.'curred  in  187().  Our  sub- 
ject*s  mother  was  before  her  mairiage  Mis?*  Kliza 
Cone.  She  was  a  native  of  Rutland  Count  v.  N't. 
Her  decease  took  place  in  DeWitt,  September  .'Jo. 
\H\)i).  She  was  the  mother  of  eleven  children.  >ix 
of   whom  live<l  lo  be  gniwn. 

Our  subject  was  the  seventh  child  in  order  of 
birth.  He  was  reare<i  in  DeWitt  Count v,  this  State, 
and  received  what  education  he  enjoy>  at  the  dis- 
trict si'hool  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home.  The  !irst 
school  that  he  attended  was  built  of  h»gs  and  was 
as  crude  as  an  institution  of  learning  <m)u1<1  well 
Ik*.  He  received  his  education  m  three  dilTerent 
schoolhouses,  with  not  a  great  degree  of  diflference 
l)etween  them  as  far  as  external  features  and  edu- 
cational advantages  were  concerned.  Hut  as  a  boy 
he  had  as  much  fun  as  anyone  of  the  present  <lay 
could  desire.  Deer  were  plentiful  and  it  was  his 
especial  delight  to  run  the  lleet-limbe<l  creatures 
down.  The  Chipi)ewa  trilKM)f  Indians  were  >till  in 
that  locality  and  he  had  an  accpiaintance  with 
many  of  the  young  bi*aves  of    the  tribe  and  from 


them  he  learned  not  a  few  of  the  secrets  of  wood- 
craft. 

In  18 Go  Mr.  Hurd  came  to  Lansi ug  and  began 
attending  the  city  school  and  two  years  later  began 
clerking  in  the  dry-goods  st<>re of  RobBon  in  North 
lousing.  For  seven  and  a  half  years  he  remained 
with  this  house  as  clerk.  He  then  attended  High 
School  at  North  lousing  for  two  yeai-s,  gaining 
much  that  was  of  value  to  him.  In  1875  he  began 
business  for  himself.  He  had  no  resiniix^es,  what- 
ever, but  his  credit  was  g<xKi  and  he  was  sanguine 
of  success.  He  l>ought  a  stO(*k  of  notions  and  from 
this  small  U'ginning  his  present  large  and  paying 
business  has  developed.  He  is  by  far  the  largest 
merchant  in  the  city  and  also  one  of  the  oldest, 
lie  cK.-cupies  three  stoi*es  which  are  well  filled  on 
their  tive  floors  with  the  choic»est  and  liest-.*«elected 
stock  of  goods. 

.Mr.  Hurd  is  (me  of  the  organizers  of  the  North 
Lansing  Milling  ('(mipany.  which  now  has  two 
mills  in  operation.  They  arc  constantly  running 
and  find  it  ditlicult  to  supply  the  demand  for  their 
pro<lucts.  Our  subject  owns  two  farms  in  l^Witt 
and  some  valuable  real  estate  in  this  city.  His 
success  in  business  ha>  In^en  attained  by  the  eloj«€*>t 
application  to  his  aflPai!*s. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  married  in  the 
city  of  Lansing  in  1878,  his  bride  l)eing  Miss 
Augusta  L.  Ingei-soll.  She  was  lK>rn  in  Watertown, 
Clinton  Ci>unty.  this  State,  and  died  Septemlier  28, 
1H81.  This  marriage  was  blest  by  the  advent  of 
one  child,  a  daughter,  who  is  named  Bessie  B. 
Oursubji»ct  was  a  second  time  united  in  marriage, 
his  wedding  being  solemnized  April  9,  188;").  This 
choice  was  Miss  Clara  B(M)singer.  She  was  a  native 
of  Ohio  and  died  in  this  city  March  24,  1891.  She 
also  left  one  child,  a  daughter,  whose  name  is 
Clara.  II<»  of  whom  we  write  has  l>een  accorded 
several  municipal  ottices.  He  has  lH»en  Alderman 
of  the  Fourth  Ward  one  term,  beginning  in  188(> 
and  also  Supeiyisoi*  for  one  y«u*. 

Socially  our  subject  is  a  memlwr  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  has  also  allied 
himself  to  seyeral  societies.  He  is  a  Free  and  Ac- 
cei)ted  Mason,  having  attained  to  the  Royal  An*h 
degree,  also  a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  had  held  otHeial 
jiositions  in  most  of  these.     He  is  an   adherent  of 
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the  Republican  party  and  has  been  a  frequent  dele- 
gate to  both  county  and  State  conventions.  As  a 
business  man  his  constant  and  unwavering  energy 
is  without  parallel  in  this  city.  His  motto  has  ever 
been  ^'the  best  is  always  the  cheapest/'  and  his 
stock  of  goods,  which  is  so  carefully  selected,  is 
suited  to  the  wants  of  his  patrons  and  at  the  same 
time  encourages  them  to  invest  in  the  best  class  and 
quality. 


I' I'M' 


»»'l"l' 


't"l*'t'4' 


•HM- 


?ILLIAM  MERCER.  Some  of  the  most  in- 
telligent and  honored  families  of  Living- 
ston County,  had  their  parentage  or  im- 
mediate ancestry  among  the  sturdy  middle  classes 
of  the  British  people,  and  inherit  traits  of  char- 
acter which  have  been  of  gi*eat  value,  not  only  to 
themselves  and  families,  but  also  to  the  conmu- 
nity  among  whom  they  have  made  their  homes. 
There  has  never  come  to  this  land  of  ours  from 
foreign  climes  a  more  reliable  and  solid  class 
of  emigrants  than  was  sent  to  us  by  our  mother 
country — England — for  they  have  brought  those 
noble  Anglo  Saxon  traits  which  have  helped  to 
build  up  and  develop  the  country  of  which  we  are 
so  justly  proud. 

Our  subject,  who  has  a  beautiful  farm  on  sec- 
tion 16,  Hamburg  Township,  Livingston  County, 
has  also  an  elevator  and  handles  grain  and  beans, 
being  one  of  the  *-solid  men*'  of  Hamburg  Town- 
ship. His  father,  Maj.  George  Mercer,  was  also  a 
farmer  and  merchant,  and  had  his  birth  in  Devon- 
shire,  England,  in  1795.  He  was  a  son  of  William 
Mercer,  Sr.,  a  cloth  merchant,  who  had  wealth  and 
gave  to  each  of  his  four  sons  and  one  daughter  a 
liberal  education.  George  was  a  college-bred  man 
and  after  completing  his  schooling  remained  with 
his  father  until  1820,  when  he  came  to  America 
and  made  his  home  in  New  York  City,  embarking 
in  the  business  of  an  importer  and  jobber  in  cloth, 
but,  unfortunately,  he  was  not  successful  in  this 
endeavor  and  in  1833  he  decided  to  go  upon  a 
farm  in  Monroe  County.  N.  Y.  He  came  to  Ham- 
burg  Township,  Livingston  County,  in    1836  and 


pui*chasing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section 
9,  lived  there  about  five  years.  He  then  sold  out 
and  purchased  one  hundi-ed  and  sixty  acres  on 
section  16,  where  he  remained  until  his  death,  Sep- 
tember 28,  1873. 

Pioneer  life  did  not  set  easily  upon  this  city- 
bred  man,  but  he  struggled  bravely  against  his  dif- 
ficulties and  encountered  hardships  with  a  noble 
spiiit.  Not  being  successful  in  farming  he  took  a 
position  as  book-keeper  in  the  drug  and  dry-goods 
house  of  W.  S.  Maynard,  of  Ann  Arbor,  where  he 
remained  for  fifteen  years,  although  he  retained 
his  property  in  Hamburg  Township  and  increased 
it  to  four  hundred  acres.  He  was  married  October 
26,  1831,  to  Mary,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
Williamson,  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Williamson 
was  a  merchant  who  came  to  Brooklyn  in  1825, 
and  remained  there  only  two  years,  his  death  oc- 
curring in  May,  1827. 

Maj.  Mercer  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary 
ability,  and  a  man  whose  true  Christian  character 
and  integrity  were  universally  esteemed.  Both 
he  and  his  excellent  wife  were  members  of  the 
Episcopal  Church.  His  political  views  led  him  to 
embrace  the  doctrines  of  the  Demoemtic  party  and 
he  filled  the  responsible  officesof  Justice,  Clerk  and 
Supervisor,  and  many  other  positions  of  trust  were 
occupied  by  hira  with  credit.  He  died  in  1863, 
and  his  widow'  followed  him  to  the  other  world  in 
1888,  and  all  that  remains  of  them  in  this  world 
lies  side  by  side  in  the  cemetery  at  Hamburg. 
They  had  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  of  whom 
are  living.  The  eldest  son  is  in  Oregon  and  the 
others  in  this  county. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  bom  in  New  York  in 
1834,  and  therefore  was  a  little  child  of  two  yeai's 
when  became  with  his  parents  to  Michigan.  He 
attended  a  common  school  and  remained  with  his 
parents  until  1862,  at  which  time  the  farm  was  di- 
vided among  the  children  and  his  share  was  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section  16.  He  went 
there  to  live  and  in  1867,  purchased  an  additional 
tract  of  eighty  acres  on  the  same  section.  His 
happy  marriage  which  took  place  in  1862,  brought 
hira  as  a  wife  Mary  Ann,  daughter  of  David  and 
Sarah  Van  Home,  who  were  from  New  Jersey,  and 
were  the  parents  of  two   sons   and  two  daughters, 
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all  of  whom  are  living  in  Hamburgh  Towndhip. 
Mix  Mercer,  wa^i  !>orn  in  1888,  and  is  now  llie 
mother  of  seven  children. 

George  E,  Mei-cer,  tlie  elde:*t  son  of  our  su!)jecl, 
was  graduated  at  the  Normal  School  at  N'alparaino, 
Tnd.,  in  1884,  and  now  makei«  his  home  in  Howell, 
I-.ivings*ton  County.  Edwin,  the  next  son.  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  Howell,  and  was  for 
two  yeai-s  a  student  of  the  Tnivei-sity  at  Ann  Ar- 
l>or  and  is  now  in  business  at  South  Bend,  Ind.: 
C*harles,  who  attended  the  I'niversity  of  Michigan 
and  was  graduated  from  the  South  I^nd  Commer- 
cial College,  is  railroad  agent  at  Pettysville,  for 
the  Toledo,  Ann  Arlior  iv  Northern  Michigan 
Railroad..  William  W.,  who  is  still  at  home  and 
has  l)een  thoroughly  grounding  himself  in  his  ele- 
mentary education,  is  soon  to  take  a  coui-seal  Ann 
Arbor,  and  the  three  remaining  children  are  Ella. 
Eugene  and  Frank.  The  |K)litical  views  of  our 
subject  have  led  him  to  attlliale  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  he  is  a  man  who  prefei*s  the  quid 
avocations  of  home  and  busine^is  life  to  the  excite- 
ment and  uncertainties  of  the  i)olitical  arena. 


m^^B^^m^^ 


'.>^ 
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EOiUJE  E.  WALKEK.  This  gentleman  and 
his  good  wife,  who  air  highly  respected 
members  (»f  society,  have  niany  wai  ni  friends 
in  Locke  Township,  Ingham  Coiinly,  and  Mr. 
Walker's  reputation  for  probity  and  honor  is  un- 
doul>ted  by  all  who  know  him.  ll  is  therefore  with 
sincere  pleasure  that  the  biograplier  i>resents  to  the 
readers  of  the  Aliu  m  a  sketch  of  this  resident  of 
sectiim  20.  who  wa^  born  May  14.  1824,  in  IkM'k- 
shire  County.  Mass. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  fought 
for  his  country  in  the  Wai*  of  1812;  he  had  a  son 
(Jeorge  who  married  HelK»cca  Hlis^.  of  Ma^ssachu- 
setti*,  and  they  became  the  i)a rents  of  our  subject 
In  1835  (leorge  E.  Walker  emigrate<i  with  his  fa- 
ther and  mother  to  the  Territory  of  Michiiifan  and 
they  made  their  first  home  in  the  woods  of  Wash- 
tenaw County,  where  the  father  bought  land  from 
the  Government.     In  1876  the  father  passed  from 


earth  and  the  mother  died  three  vears  later.  Thev 
were  lK>ni,  the  father  in  1798  and  t^io  mother  in 
1 802.  The  brother  and  sister  of  our  subject  are 
Francis  I),  and  Ethel  M.  Tlieir  paternal  ancestry 
is  English,  and  cm  the  mother's  side  they  are  aL^o 
descended  fnmi  Briti-sh  stoc*k.  Tlie  coining  of  the 
Walker  family  to  this  c*ountry  was  by  the  emigra- 
tion of  a  widowed  mother  with  two  sons  who  came 
with  the  Plymouth  Colony  and  settled  in  Massa- 
chusetts,  and  he  of  whom  we  write  is  of  the  eighth 
generation  from  these  scms. 

Washtenaw  County  was  the  scene  of  the  early 
pioneer  life  of  this  young  man  and  the  early 
schools  of  that  swtion  provided  his  education,  but, 
the  limited  curriculum  of  those  scliools  has  l)een 
largely  supplemented  by  a  thorough  and  ))ei'sistent 
course  of  reading  which  he  has  carried  on  through 
life.  On  the  8th  of  February,  1855,  he  took  to  wife 
Eliza  Carpenter,  who  was  born  October  28,  1827, 
in  SteuluMi  County.  X.  Y.  Her  |>arents  were  Gar- 
ner and  ElizalK^th  ((^alloway)  Carpenter,  of  New 
Jersey  and  Connecticut  respectively'.  In  1834  Mrs. 
Walker  ha<l  emigrated  with  her  |>arents  t-o  Living- 
ston County,  and  in  those*  days  wolves  were  all  about 
the  home  and  would  even  look  in  at  the  windows, 
while  Indians  came  often  to  the  door.  Mrs. Walker 
har<  two  brolhei-s  and  a  sister  living — Alexander. 
Eastman  and  Susan  (Mrs.  David  Robert«$).  Her 
father  was  one  of  the  original  pioneei's  of  that 
county  and  served  a^  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Genoa 
Township.  The  father  died  in  1847  and  the  mother 
survived  him  for  thirty  yeai's,  and  in  their  death 
Livingston  County  lost  a  highly  respected  pioneer 
family.     They  were  both  of  English  descent. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  have  l)een  born  seven 
chibben.  six  of  whom  are  still  living — Dwight. 
Sarah  (Mrs.  Charles  Wightman),  Frank,  (»ei)rgo  L., 
Wealthy,  Alma  (Mrs.  William  Voorhies).  Mr. 
Walker  was  drafted  into  t!ie  army  Sieptemlxn*  21. 
1864.  and  joined  Company  C,  Fifteenth  Michigan 
Infanlry.  which  became  a  \mvX  of  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps  under  Sherman's  command.  Our  sul>- 
ject  partici[)ated  in  numerous  skirmishes,  princi- 
pally in  North  Carolina. and  received  his  honorable 
discharge  May  29,  1865,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Ingham  County  and  has  since  made  it  his  ix*rma- 
nent  home. 
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He  of  whom  we  write  had  settled  upon  the  farm 
which  he  now  occupies  in  tlie  spring  of  1860  and 
Ueve  in  the  unbroken  forest  he  exi)erieneed  the 
usual  hardships  incident  to  a  pioneer  life.  He 
now  owns  eighty  acres  of  land,  and  in  the  accum- 
ulation of  this  prolX'rt^  lie  Ikis  l)een  ably  assisted 
by  his  wife  and  helpmate  who,  with  him,  is  mosl 
highly  respected  in  the  social  and  religious  circles 
of  Locke  Township,  l)eing  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church  where  Mr.  Walker  serves  as  Deacon  and 
Trustee.  He  is  a  man  who  is  an  intelligent  ol>- 
sei*ver  of  public  afifairs,  and  his  i)olitic«l  convic- 
tions bring  him  into  active  fellowship  with  the 
members  of  the  Republican  party. 


& 


nl  OBERT  MUS80N.  The  quiet  annals  of  the 
y  lives  of  our  farming  i)eople  do  not  read 
like  fui  exciting  story  of  adventure,  but 
they  form  a  more  substantial  foundation 
for  a  belief  in  the  present  well-being  and  the  future 
prosperity  of  our  nation.  AVe  are  always  pleasi»d 
to  give  the  details  of  an  industrious,  honorable 
life  which  has  made  the  quiet  virtues  of  industry 
and  jierseverance  shine  forth  more  briglitly  than 
Iwfore.  Such  a  life  is  that  of  tbe  one  whos**  name 
api)ear8  at  the  hejid  of  this  ]>aragra})h. 

Robert  Musson.  whose  fine  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres  is  situated  on  section  23,  Howell 
Township,  Livingston  County,  is  a  native  of  Lin- 
colnshire, England,  where  he  was  born  in  1881. 
His  mother  bore  in  her  maidenhcxKl  tin*  niune  of 
Elizabeth  Winter,  and  his  father,  John  Musson. 
was  a  boot  and  shoe  maker  and  followed  that  tradi* 
through  life.  Of  their  eleven  children  the  follow- 
ing are  now  living,  namely:  Thomas,  ( Jeorge,  Eliza, 
Bobcrt,  William  Henry,  Sarah  (Mi-s.  Sloaford),an(l 
Joseph. 

Previous  to  his  coming  to  America  m  18;)7  our 
subject  had  received  his  education  in  his  native 
Ijipd  and  being  now  a  man  of  mature  yeai-s  he 
Qs^Xi^  to  Howell  Township  and  pnrciiased  his  farm 
in  1868.  He  has  upon  it  a  commodious  and  attrac- 
tive farmhouse  and  other  fine  farm   huildings.  he- 


sides  the  improvements  which  one  always  delights 
to  see  upon  a  well-cultivated  farm.  lis  has  an  Eng- 
lishman's true  love  for  a  fine  animal  and  takes 
}>leasui*e  in  raising  Jersey  stock  besides  other  grades 
of  cattle  and  a  fine  grade  of  horses. 

The  happy  marriage  of  Mr.  Musson,  which  took 
place  in  1852,  brought  to  his  home  and  liearthstone 
a  true  and  affectionate  helpmate  in  the  person  of 
Mary  A.  Thompson,  a  fellow-countrywoman  of  his 
and  a  daughter  of  Moses  and  Elizabeth  (Folley) 
Thompson.  Mr.  Thompson  was,  like  the  elder  Mr. 
Musson,  a  boot  and  shoe  maker  and  passed  his 
whole  life  in  hb*  native  land.  He  and  his  good  wife 
Inid  a  family  of  eight  chiidien.  namely:  Mi's.  Mus- 
son, Mi's.  Rowett,  Moses,  Bone,  Sarah  (Mrs.  Sc^ott), 
Susan  (Mi's,  \yatton). 

The  children  who  gathered  about  the  fireside  of 
our  subject  were  six  in  number,  namely:  Mi's.  W. 
Whipple  who  has  two  sons — Rol>ert  and  Eben; 
Mrs.  (ieorge  Crocker  who  has  four  children — Willie, 
Minnie,  Burt,  and  an  infant  unnamed;  Frank  is 
Mrs.  James  Brewer;  (ieorge  R.  and  Maud. 

This  active,  intelligent  farmer  takes  a  lively  in- 
terest in  every  matter  which  concerns  the  welfare 
of  the  county  and  is  ever  willing  to  aid  with  his 
inrtuence  and  services  Xo  promote  any  movement 
wliich  is  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  community. 
His  political  views  l)ring  him  into  alliance  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  his  religious  views  have 
made  him  a  Methodist,  and  not  only  he  but  his 
wife  and  children  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcoi)al  Church  and  earnest  workers  in  all  church 
work.  He  luis  been  a  hard  worker  all  his  life  and 
has  done  heroic  pioneer  work  in  clearing  up  and 
cultivatiniif  his  fine  farm. 


^       s,^!^ 


''^<A 
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MASA  D.  KNEELANl).  It  is  a  phyisure 
to  see  a  hard  working,  industrious  and  en- 
terprising man  reach  the  point  where  he 
can  lay  aside  the  anxieties  of  life,  and  the 
■  arduous  details  of  a  farmer's  c^ireer.  and  sj)end  his 
i  later  ye^rs  in  quiet  and  comfort.  The  city  of  How- 
ell contains  a  number  of  thes^   worthy  gentlemen. 
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and  among  them  there  is  none  more  highly  valued 
in  agricultural  and  social  circles  than  the  one  whose 
name  appe^irs  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 

Mr.  Kneeland  was  born  in  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1830,  and  is  directly  descended  from  War- 
ren and  Fannie  (Hyde)  Kneeland,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  In  early  life, 
the  father  of  our  subject  was  a  clothier,  but  after 
he  came  to  Michigan  in  1835,  he  settled  upon  a 
farm  in  Oakland  County  and  engaged  in  agricul- 
ture. It  was  in  1840  that  he  removed  to  this  county 
and  settled  in  Howell  Township,  where  he  contin- 
ued to  carry  on  farming  until  his  death  which  oc- 
curred in  1848.  His  l)ereaved  widow  survived  him 
for  manv  veal's,  and  it  was  not  until  1876  that  she 
pavsed  from  earth.  In  politics  he  was  a  DemrKTat. 
and  in  religion  a  Presbyterian. 

The  paternal  gnmdparents  of  our  subject  were 
John  and  Sarah  (I^nson)  Kneeland,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  the  Empire  StAte.  John  Knee- 
land pursued  agriculture  througliout  life  and 
brought  up  his  large  family  of  twelve  children  in 
Livingston  County,  X.  Y.,  where  he  also  onded  his 
davs.  His  wife,  who  survived  him  for  some  veni*s. 
came  to  Michigan  and  was  living  in  Howell,  when 
her  life  ended  in  1841.  Her  husband,  like  his  son, 
was  attached  to  the  Democratic  party,  and  he 
traced  his  lineage  to  Irish  stock.  The  matenial 
grandparents  of  Mr.  Kneeland  were  Moses  and 
Sarah  (Dana)  Hyde,  natives  of  Connecticut,  who 
came  to  New  York,  where  tlicv  eniraired  in  farm- 
ing.  and  there  spent  the  remainder  oi  their  days 
and  reared  a  fainilv  of  four  children.  Mr.  Hvde 
had  ben  one  of  the  soldiers  in  \Vashin«':t^)irs  armv 
in  which  he  held  the  oihce  of  Adjutant.  His  wife's 
father  was  of  French  descent,  and  was  one  of  those 
unfortunates  who  were  killed  at  the  massacre  of 
Wyoming. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  one  of  seven  children 
in  the  jjarentiil  home,  namely:  Sarah,  DeAVitt  C. 
(deceased),  A.  Dana,  Minerva,  Harriet,  Lewis  H. 
and  Clara.  AVith  his  brother  DeWilt,  our  subject 
bought  out  the  rights  of  the  others  to  the  estate  of 
his  father,  and  proceeded  to  carry  on  the  farm, 
living  on  it  together  until  about  the  year  187'), 
when  they  retired  from  active  life,  coining  to  the 
city  of  Howell  and  buying  four  lots  on  State  Street 


where  they  built  one  of  the  moet  attractive  homes 
in  the  town.  The  old  homestead  contains  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres  of  land,  part  of  it  in  Howell 
Township,  and  part  in  Occola  Township,  and  is  one 
of  the  l>est  improved  estates  in  this  part  of  the 
State,  l)eing  well  stocked  with  cattle  and  sheep. 

DeWitt  C.  Kneeland  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Augusta  Walker,  and  they  had  one  daughter  Maude, 
who  is  an  artist  of  considerable  merit.  While  upon 
the  farm,  one  day,  this  gentleman  went  into  the 
loft  of  liis  barn,  where  a  lK>ard  broke  and  let  hira 
fall  through  to  the  floor  below,  and  he  lived  only 
twelve  houi-s.  This  was  in  1876,  and  his  wife  died 
ill  1889.  Since  her  parents*  death  Miss  Maude 
l(H>ks  after  the  household  affairs  of  her  uncle,  who 
is  a  single  man.  The  two  brothers  were  owners  to- 
gether of  all  their  possessions.  Our  subject  helped 
to  organize  the  First  State  and  Savings  Bank  of 
Howell,  and  he  is  a  stockholder  therein.  He  is  a 
DeiiKK-rat  in  his  political  affiliations,  and  a  public- 
spirited  man,  and  at  the  time  that  the  railroad 
«ime  through  Howell,  he  was  liberal  in  giving  to- 
ward securing  its  advantages  for  his  town. 


B 


riN(  Y  A.SMITH,  LL.  B.,  was  Judge  of  the 
Probate  Court  for  Ingham  County,  from 
.hmuary  1,  1885,  to  June  30,  1891,  at  which 
time  he  resigned.  He  was  elected  to  the  office  in 
1881  and  re-elected  in  1888.  His  law  office  in 
Lansing  was  established  in  1887.  Judge  Smith  was 
lH)rn  at  Dover,  Cuyahoga  County,  Ohio,  Octol)er  5, 
1811.  He  is  a  son  of  p:iijah  T.  and  Caroline  (Fisher) 
Smith.  Socially,  as  well  as  legally,  our  subject  is  a 
potent  factor  in  whatever  circle  he  may  be  with. 
A  man  of  tine  intellect,  keen  perceptions  and  a 
facile  power  in  exjH'essing  himself  he  seems  partic- 
ularly adapted  to  legal  work. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  a  small  town  a  short 
distance  from  Cleveland,  Ohio.  There  he  remained 
until  eight  yeai-s  of  age  when  with  his  parents  he 
removed  to  the  southern  part  of  Shiawassee  Countv. 
this   State.     The  family  located   literallv  in    the 
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woods,  where  the  father  purchased  a  farm.  They 
made  the  eflfort  to  draw  about  them  as  good  a  ela»si 
of  neighbor*  as  po{^i^il)le,  and  as  the  work  of  clear- 
ing the  farm  progresi^ed  advantages  l)eeame  more 
attainable  in  the  district.  A  school  was  built  and 
equipped,  crudely  enough  it  is  true,  with  the  para- 
phrenalia  required  by  the  student.  Hovfever,  few 
of  the  pupils  attended  the  district  school  longer 
than  during  the  winter  months,  when  they  werenot 
required  by  the  necessary  farm  work  to  \ye  at  home. 

Judge  Smith  remained  at  home  with  his  parents 
until  he  was  twenty-two  yeait*  old  and  then  removed 
to  ( )woHso  where  he  had  the  benefit  of  the  public 
schools.  He  had  previously  attended  the  High 
SchfK)l  at  Corunna.  After  coming  to  Owosso  he 
taught  in  the  winter,  attending  the  scliool  as  time  al- 
lowed until  he  was  twenty-six  ye^rs  old.  He  then 
entered  the  law  office  of  the  Hon.  W.  M.  Kilpatrick 
of  Owosso  and  after  reading  in  his  office  for  two 
years  entered  the  law  department  in  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan  at  .\nn  Arbor.  He  was  graduated 
in  March,  1871,  and  lo<*ated  for  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Saginaw  City,  where  he  opened  an 
office  with  William  11.  Sweet  and  there  was  ad- 
mitted to  practice  lK?forc  the  IkmicIi  and  Imr.  In 
the  spring  of  1872  he  went  to  Wichita,  Kan.,  and 
remained  until  the  fall  of  1874.  While  there  he 
l>ecame  the  owner  of  a  whole  block  east  of  the 
Santa  Fe  station,  but  sold  his  proi)erty  Ik? fore  the 
boom  and  thus  rlid  not  make  as  handsomely  jis  did 
many  othci's. 

On  returning  to  Michigan  from  his  \V extern 
experience  he  settled  in  Williamston,  this  county, 
and  soon  after,  Sept(»ml)er  15,  187-4,  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Carrie  K.  liogers.  She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Harris  I),  and  Charlotte  F..  Rogers.  He  re- 
mained in  Williamston,  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  pi"ofes8ion  until  1884.  In  the  meantime  he  wjis 
.»<everal  times  elected  to  offices  in  the  gift  of  the 
township.  He  was  Township  Clerk  and  Pre^^ident 
of  the  village.  In  1878  ho  wa.>  nominated  as  Cir- 
cuit Court  Commissioner  on  the  Democratic  ticket 
and  came  within  twenty-three  votes  of  being 
elected. 

In  1885  our  subject  removed  to  the  town. of 
Mason  and  was  there  a  very  successful  and  leading 
practitioner.  He  carrier!  on  the  practice  of  his  pro- 


fc^ion  in  connection  with  his  duties  as  Probate 
Judge  and  in  December,  1887,  he  removed  to  the 
city  of  I^nsing,  making  his  family  a  home  in  the 
house  which  he  had  previously  built.  At  that  time 
he  had  no  intention  of  accepting  the  renomination 
of  Probate  Judge,  but  l)eing  the  popular  nominee 
of  the  Democratic  party  it  did  not  seem  wise  to 
decline  the  honor  which  was  thrust  upon  him  and 
he  was  again  re-elected. 

Jndge  Smith  isamemlier  of  the  Masonic  fmtern- 
ity.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Inde{)endent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  and  holds  a  prominent  position  in 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  Knights  of  Pyth- 
ias. The  domestic  life  of  our  subject  is  as  pleasant 
as  |)ossible,  nor  could  it  well  l)e  otherwise,  for  his 
amiable  and  cultured  wife  ))resides  with  charming 
dignity  over  his  elegant  home.  She  is  interested 
in  all  that  interests  him.  They  have  two  daugh- 
tei*s  just  budding  into  womanhood,  namcM^l  I^ottie 
L.  and  I>ena  H. 

As  a  lawyer  Mr.  Smith  is  engaged  in  a  general 
pmctic^e  and  has  participated  in  many  iin|)ortant 
cjuses  in  the  Supreme  Court  which  liave  shed  luster 
on  the  jurisprudence*  of  the  State.  He  is  a  careful, 
painstaking  lawyer  and  is  recognized  Jis  an  able 
pleader  and  elocjuent  advocate. 


♦■«- 


M^i;?#0|^^^-* 


RKD  J.  COOK.  Our  subject  is  the  repre- 
^^  sentative  and  leading  raeml»er  of  the  firm 
of  Fred  J.  C<M>k  i\f  Co.,dealei's  in  hardware, 
stoves,  implements,  lumber,  lath  and  shingles,  and 
although  he  is  very  young,  has  already  firmly  es- 
tablished  himself  in  a  good  and  lucrative  business 
in  the  city  of  Fowlerville.  The  energy  and  enter- 
prise that  has  pushed  Mr.  Cook  to  the  fore  at  so 
early  an  age  is  sure  to  accomplish  for  him  good 
thiug>  it)  the  future.  So  fertile  a  mind,  sec- 
onded bv  so  good  a  judgment,  cannot  fail  to  Ih' 
made  of  use  in  the  service  of  State  and  count rv  as 
well  as  in  the  accumulation  of  riches. 

Our  subject  i.s  a  native  of  the  Wolverine  State, 
having  first  opened  his  eyeti  at  Byron.  Shia- 
wassee   County,  June    11.  1868.     He    is   a   son  of 
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Jared  and  Sarah  M.  (Drake)  Cook,  natives  of  New 
York  and  Michigan  respectively.  Our  subject's 
father  was  formerly  in  the  hardware  business  at 
Byron,  later  in  the  same  business  at  Fowlerville, 
and  at  present  is  at  Byron,  where  he  takes  charge 
of  his  son's  interest  in  a  lumber  vard.  Our  sub- 
ject*s  paternal  grandparents  were  Jared  and  Aurilla 
(Straight)  Cook,  natives  of  New  York,  wliere  the 
former  was  an  extensive  farmer,  later  in  life,  how- 
ever, coming  to  Michigan  and  settling  in  Livings- 
ton County,  in  Cohoctah  Township,  where  he 
purchased  one  section  of  land,  spending  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life  upon  that  place  and  there  pass- 
ing away  to  the  l)etter  world  January  29,  1849. 
The  old  gentleman  always  went  to  the  name  of 
Capt.  Cook,  as  he  held  that  office  in  the  State 
militia  in  New  York.  He  had  twelve  children,  who 
as  the  veal's  went  bv,  scattered  and  formed  domes, 
tic  relations  of  their  own.  Politically,  he  of  whom 
we  write  was  a  Democrat. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  one  of  three  children 
bom  to  his  parents,  Jared  and  Sarah  Cook.  The 
elde:*t,  Mrs.  F.  C.  Starkey,  is  a  lady  of  literary 
talents  and  an  elocutionist  of  extended  reputation. 
Following  our  subject  comes  J.  Frank,  who  is  em- 
ployed as  clerk  in  his  brother's  establishment^ 
After  finishing  the  high-school  course  at  Fowler- 
ville, he  of  whom  we  write  took  a  business  course 
iu  the  Detroit  Commercial  Colle<^e.  Ho  startc'd 
out  in  life  as  a  clerk  in  Kuhn's  hardware  .store  in 
Fowlerville, and  later  was  employed  by  K.  Bement 
(fe  Sons,  of  Lansing,  there  learning  the  various 
branches  of  the  business,  paying  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  sale  of  agricultural  implements  and 
stoves.  While  with  them,  lie  traveled  on  the  road 
f<)r  M)ine  time  and  was  one  of  their  most  popular 
and  successful  salesmen. 

Since  engaging  in  his  i>resent  business  Mr.  C-ook 
lias  been  favored  with  extraordinary  success,  lie 
hns  a  very  large  stock  of  goods,  l)eing  the  heaviest 
dealer  in  Fowlerville.  lie  has  four  men  in  his  em- 
ploy, who  have  all  they  can  do  to  keep  up  wltli 
the  demands  of  the  business.  Our  subject  entered 
the  !>enedict's  ranks  in  1890,  being  united  with 
3Ii-s  Jennie  M.  Miller,  February  19,  of  that  year. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  William  R.  and  xVnnie  (Nel- 
son) Miller,  of  Howell,  and  is  a  charming  woman 


of  great  capacity  and  capability,  made  to  be  an  in- 
spiration and  help  to  the  man  to  whom  she  has 
given  her  hand  and  heart.  Republicanism  has  in 
our  subject  one  of  its  strongest  and  most  ardent 
advocates  in  Fowlerville.  Every  plank  in  its  plat- 
form has  to  him  a  good  cause  for  being.  Socially 
he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  also  to 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.  Mr. 
Cook  occupies  with  his  stock  a  fine  brick  store  in 
Fowlerville.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent  young 
business  men  of  Livingston  County,  and  is  bound 
to  make  a  better  record  in  different  channels  ere 
the  world  hears  the  last  of  him. 


*^^^<^^ 


'^%9^ 


RTIIl  R  CARPENTER.  Tlie  intelligent 
young  farmei"s  of  Livingston  County  are 
the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  community,  as 
their  strength  and  vitality,  their  enterprise 
and  energy  are  carrying  forward  not  only  the  ag- 
ricultural interests  but  the  foundations  for  com- 
mercial success  throughout  this  section  of  the 
State.  None  of  them  is  more  highly  prized  and 
more  justly  appreciated  tlian  he  wliose  name  stands 
at  the  head  of  this  narrative,  and  his  beautiful 
farm,  lying  on  the  slope  of  Pleasant  Valley  is  well 
adorned  and  improved  by  the  good  buildings  which 
he  has  placed  upon  it. 

William  Carpenter,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1818,  and 
the  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the  name  of  Will- 
iam, came  to  this  State  in  1836,  when  the  father 
was  a  lad  of  eighteen  yeai's,  and  they  located  in 
Lyon  Township,  Oakland  County.  Here  they 
cleared  away  the  forest  and  turned  the  wilderness 
into  a  highly  cultivated  and  richly  productive 
estate,  and  here  the  grandfather  lived  until  his 
death.  The  family  is*  of  English  descent  and 
traces  its  lineage  through  generations  of  honorable 
ancestors.  The  father  of  our  subject  followed 
farming  in  the  tow^nship  of  Lyon,  Oakland  County, 
until  the  year  1887,  when  he  died,  being  then  sixty- 
nine  yeai^s  old.  His  bereaved  widow,  who  had 
borne  to  him  eight  children,  had  the  maiden  name 
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of  Catherine  Dolph.  She  is  still  living,  and  is 
being  tenderly  cared  for  by  her  faithful  and  affec- 
tionate children. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  grew  up  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  took  his  education  in  the  home 
and  in  the  district  school.  His  birth  took  place  in 
Lyon  Township,  Oakland  County,  September  30, 
1848,  and  he  began  farming  for  himself  in  1883, 
in  Green  Oak  Township,  Livingston  County, 
and  in  1886  he  exchanged  it  for  the  farm 
which  he  now  occupies,  upon  section  22,  Brighton 
Townshij). 

The  most  notable  event  in  the  life  of  the  young 
man  befoi^c  us  is  his  marriage  in  1883  to  Miss  Ad- 
die  Ryder,  a  talented  and  intelligent  lady  of 
Wayne  County,  Mich.,  and  in  their  home  they  enjoy 
the  companionsliip  of  congenial  minds  and  sym- 
pathetic hearts.  The  iK>litical  views  of  thijs 
intelligent  gentleman  are  in  accordance  with  the 
declarations  of  the  Republican  party, and  he  keeps 
himself  well  informed  as  to  the  movements  of 
national  affairs.  His  handsome  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  gives  abundant  evidence 
that  he  understands  the  business  of  a  farmer,  and 
that  he  has  the  enterprise  and  energy  essential  to 
keeping  his  estate  in  good  condition,  and  making 
it  abundantly  productive. 


/ 


■i'ZZZ'l' — H* 


EDWARD  O.   KELLEY.      Business  men    of 

^      Lansing,  as   of   other   enterprising   towns, 

asa^  are  its  bone  and  sinew,  and  di*aw  to  its  cen- 


tralizing influence  such  citizens  as  are  of  profit  and 
will  forward  its  prosperity.  The  genuine  push  and 
perseverance  of  a  Westerner  is  shown  in  the  work 
of  the  gentleman  whose  portrait  appears  on  the 
opposite  page  and  whose  real-estate  and  insurance 
business  has  been  prosecuted  in  Lansing  for  some 
seven  years.  His  place  of  business  is  to  l)e  found  at 
No.  1 13  Washington  Avenue,  where,  as  repi-esen ting 
his  own  property  and  as  agent  for  a  number  of  the 
best  old  line  companies  of  fire,  life  and  accident 
insomnoe,  be  is  meeting  with  success. 


Mr.  Keliey  was  bom  in  Milton,  Pa.,  June  26, 
1828,  and  is  a  son  of  Obadiah  and  Ann  (Orr)  Kel- 
iey. In  his  native  home  the  boy  remained,  receiv- 
ing a  good,  common-school  education  until  after 
the  death  of  both  parents,  lie  was  early  orphaned, 
as  his  mother  died  when  he  was  but  six  years  old 
and  he  had  scarcely  completed  his  first  decade 
when  he  was  deprived  of  a  father's  care  and  affec- 
tion. He  remained  in  that  vicinity  and  for  a  few 
years  was  with  Mr.  Shields,  in  I^wisburg,  Pa., 
where  he  learned  the  foundation  of  business  enter- 
prise. There  he  sojounied  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  twenty  yeai's,  after  which  he  spent  one  year 
in  Danville,  Pa.,  and  in  1849  determined  to  come 
West.  Arriving  in  Michigan  he  settled  in  Flower- 
field,  St.  Joseph  County,  this  State.  He  remained 
in  that  place  for  two  years,  engaging  in  the  furni- 
ture business  on  his  own  account,  and  also  buying 
in  that  vicinity  forty  acres  of  prairie  land  which, 
however,  he  never  cultivated. 

Leon  i,  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  was  the  next  home 
of  Mr.  Keliey  and  he  there  entered  into  business 
in  a  general  village  store.  In  1852,  in  Leoni  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Caroline  M.  Bennett, 
daughter  of  Rev,  Aruna  I^nnett,  of  Washtenaw 
County.  Mr.  liennetl  was  one  of  the  pioneers  who 
came  to  Michigan  in  1832  as  a  local  preacher  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  bought  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  and  upon  it  he 
afterward  made  his  home  until  his  death.  Our 
subject  remained  in  Leoni  until  1854  when  he  re- 
moved to  Grass  Lake  and  engaged  in  the  furniture 
business.  From  there  he  came  to  Lansing  in  1858 
to  take  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  oftice  of  the 
Auditor-(:ieneral,  under  1).  L.  Case.  He  remained 
in  that  office  until  1878,  serving  in  the  capacity  of 
clerk  for  twenty  years,  and  in  the  meantime  inter- 
ested himself  in  Lansing  realty.  Inuring  tiie  first 
three  yeai*s  after  he  resigned  the  office  of  clerk  for 
the  Auditor-General  he  was  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  and  carried  on  a  ninety-nine  cent 
store  on  Washington  Avenue,  but  at  the  end  of  that 
time  devoted  himself  entirely  to  the  line  of  busi- 
ness in  which  we  now  find  him. 

The  political  views  of  Mr,  Keliey  in  his  ear^y 
days  were  with  the  anti-slavery  branch  of  the  Whig 
jmrty  and  hi«  first  Presidential  ballot  was  cost  for 
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tTdfamT.lfiAv.  MMnr^bAiiie  entered  the  Republi- 
can party  to  which  he  was  attaeliecl  until  quite 
recently,  but  now  casts  his  influence  and  vole  for 
Prohibition.  He  it*  prominently  identified  with 
the  Methodist  Episc^ojial  Church  and  is  a  men)l)er 
of  the  I^nsing  Ix)dge,  No.  66,F.  <Sr  A.  M.  He  ha?* 
two  children  still  living  and  his  daughter,  Mary  E., 
died  when  fifteen  yeai^s  old.  Lillian  B.  is  now 
Mrs.  <i.  W.  Wood,  of  I^ke  Citv,  Mich.,  and  Anna 
L.  is  at  home.  The  beloved  and  honored  eomiian- 
ion  of  his  youth  was  called  from  his  side  by  death 
January  24,  1890,  having  reache<l  the  age  of  fifty- 
nine  years.  Her  irrepaitible  loss  is  ki»enly  felt  by 
her  husl>and  and  children,  but  her  lieautiful  in- 
fluence remains  not  only  with  them  but  with  all 
with  whom  she  associated  during  her  lifetime. 


f^  OX.  WILLIAM  BALL.  Michigan  is  known 
I;  among  the  sisterhoo<l  of  Stales  as  having 
among  her  sons  many  citizens  (»f  noble 
character  and  high  repute,  whose  public- 
spirited  s(»rvices  and  aggressive  and  far  st*eing  en- 
terprise have  raised  her  to  her  prou<l  position  as 
one  of  the  most  highly  cultured  and  pro>perous 
commonwealths  in  the  Nortliwe>t.  To  such  sons 
the  State  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  and  all  who 
love  her  delight  in  r<*ading  the  record  of  their 
lives.  The  man  of  whom  we  write  in  this  sketch 
has  made  his  mark  as  a  noble  son  of  Michigan  and 
has  helped  largely  in  the  develoi)ment  of  this  part 
of  the  State. 

Samuel  II.  Hall,  tlu'  father  of  the  lion.  William 
Hall,  whose  home  is  in  Hamburg  Township,  Liv- 
ingston County,  was  a  farmer  and  had  an  <»xeellent 
education.  He  was  lM)rn  in  N'ermont  in  IHO:^,  and 
came  to  New  York  when  but  a  bov  and  there  in 
due  time  underto<»k  \\w  profession  of  a  teacher. 
After  living  there  for  some  year>  he  came  to  Web- 
ster, Wa^ihtenaw  County,  Mich.,  and  bought  some 
land  to  which  he  afterward  added  until  he  secured 
three  hundred  acres.  Here  he  huilt  a  house*  and 
barns  and  proceeded  to  improve  and  cultivate  hi> 


land.  He  married  Olive  Seeley  alK>ut  the  year  1829. 
She  was  one  of  nine  children  in  her  parental  home 
and  was  born  in  New  York  about  the  year  1806. 

.lames  liall.  the  {mternal  grandfather  of  our  sul>- 
ject,  had  a  family  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  have 
now  passed  to  the  other  world.  The  .son,  Samuel, 
had  five  children,  William  being  the  eldest  of  the 
fl(K'k,  his  natal  year  being  1830.  Samuel  Ball  died 
in  IH7H  in  Welister,  and  had  been  a  prominent 
man  throughout  his  life,  having  been  Supervisor 
and  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  a  prominent  worker 
in  his  early  life  in  the  ranks  of  the  Whig  |)arty 
and  later  attiliating  with  the  Republicans.  His 
widow  still  resides  in  Webster,  Washtenaw  Countv. 
and  makes  her  home  with  Charles  Rogers. 

William  Hall  has  a  collegiate  education  acquitted 
at  .Vlbion  College  and  at  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan. I  le  taught  for  ten  yeai*s  in  the  district  schools 
an<l  in  the  Union  School  in  Otisco,  Ionia  Countv. 
where  he  (X'cupied  the  |K)sition  of  Principal.  .\t 
the  age  of  twenty-one  he  had  started  out  for  hun- 
self,  huying  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Wel)ster  Town- 
ship about  the  year  \H'}i).  He  came  to  Hamburg' 
Townshi[)  in  IHoH  and  l>ought  three  hundred  acre^ 
<»n  s<'ctions  20  and  27.  Since  that  time  he  hah 
added  by  purcha^^e  until  he  now  has  dve  hundred 
acres,  much  of  which  he  has  cleared,  and  U|>on  it 
he  has  built  barns  and  a  pleasant  house  and  ha<^ 
>et  out  line  orchards. 

The  most  momentous  event  in  the  life  of  the 
young  man  was  his  marriage  in  IS^H  with  Catlierine. 
daughter  of  David  li.  Powers,  a  New  Y'orker,  who 
had  two  children  of  whom  Catherine  wa**  the 
youngest.  Inking  born  in  183H.  To  her  have  been 
born  one  son  and  four  daughtei*s.  Erwin  wa^^ 
married  in  18H4  t^)  Carrie  E.  Fisk,  daughter  of 
Theodore  and  Edna  ((iardner)  P1sk.  This  lady  i;* 
an  only  child,  born  in  1865,  and  a  graduate  of  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti,  where  she  com- 
pleted her  course  in  1888.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren, Kdna  C.,  Florence  R.  and  Inland  H.  Erwin 
liall  is  Secretary  of  the  Washtenaw  County  Far- 
mei-s'  Ass()ciation  and  CorresiK>nding  8eci*etary  of 
the  Farmers'  Club  at  Webster.  His  college  society 
is  the  Delta  Tau  Delta  and  he  has  served  as  both 
President  and  Secretary  of  that  fraternity.  He  is 
an  earnest   \>orker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican 
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a  bearty  promoter  of  evei^  movement 
which  looks  to  the  advancement  of  the  farming 
community,  fully  one-half  of  his  time  being  taken 
up  by  his  duties  as  Secretary  of  the  Michigan 
Merino  Sheep  Breeder's  Association,  which  office 
be  has  held  for  five  years.  The  second  child  of 
our  subject  is  Sarah,  who  is  the  wife  of  Louis 
Saunders,  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  and  has  two  children. 
Following  her  are  Julia,  Kate,  (the  wife  of  Henry 
Queal,  living  in  Hamburg)  and  Alice  H.  Kate 
has  one  son.  Erwin  is  a  graduate  of  the  Agricul- 
tural College.  The  three  older  daughters  have  all 
taken  their  diplomas  at  the  State  Normal  of  Ypsil- 
anti.  Alice  II.,  the  youngest,  is  now  a  student  in 
the  same  institution. 

The  Hon.Mr.  Itell  is  prominently  identified  with 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  of  Howell  and  is  a 
member  of  No.  26,  Howell  Commandery.  He  was 
one  of  the  charter  members  at  Ann  Arbor  of  the 
Delta  Kappa  Epsilon,  and  in  the  State  Orange  he 
is  a  prominent  meml)er.  For  ten  years  the  State 
Agricultural  Society  has  been  favoi-ed  with  his  ser- 
vices as  one  of  its  Directors,  and  is  one  of  the 
Directors  of  the  Central  Michigan  Agricultural 
Association.  The  Michigan  Live  Stock  Association 
has  made  him  its  President  and  in  that  office  he 
has  shown  great  efficiency  and  breadth  of  view 
which  has  brought  this  association  to  the  front. 
He  has  also  been  President  of  the  Micliigan  Merino 
Sheep  Breeders' and  Wool  O rower's  Association  as 
well  as  occupying  the  sjime  office  in  the  Short-horn 
Society  of  this  State.  Iponthe  Board  of  Directoi-s 
of  the  State  Reform  School,  of  l^nsing,  he  has 
shown  himself  most  judicious  and  aggressive. 

The  record  of  Mr.  liall  as  a  leader  in  the  Repul)- 
lican  party  is  worthy  of  n(»te.  His  early  training 
made  him  a  Whig  but  after  the  formation  of  the 
Republican  party  he  joined  its  ranks  and  has  ever 
since  then  been  identified  with  il.  His  services  as 
Supervisor  from  lHf)8  to  1864  evinced  his  more 
than  ordinary  capacity  as  a  man  of  public  affairs 
and  his  fine  superintency  of  the  county  schools,  to 
w^hich  office  he  was  elected  in  1872,  made  him 
known  to  the  best  men  of  the  county.  He  was 
elected  to  the  State  legislature  in  1864  and  re- 
elected to  the  same  ofiice  in  1866.  In  1880  he 
was  again  re-elect«d  to  the  Michigan  State  Legis- 


lature, WAS  eloctod  iSpftakfr  |iio 
ing  Speaker  most  of  the  session  (the  Speaker  being 
sick).  In  1890  he  was  sent  to  the  State  Senate  and 
became  President  pro  tem  of  that  body,  and  by 
the  death  of  Lieut.  Gov.  McDonald  he  l>ecame  act- 
ing Lieutenant-Governor.  In  1890  his  party  placed 
him  in  the  field  as  candidate  in  the  Sixth  C^ongres- 
sional  District  for  Meml>er  of  Congress.  He  made 
a  fine  run  personally  and  came  within  five  hundred 
of  winning  his  election,  but  as  that  was  the  year 
of  the  great  land  slide,  when  Michigan  went 
strongly  Democratic,  he  did  not  meet  with  success. 
His  po])ularity,  however,  is  undiminished  as  it  is 
based  u[)on  a  thorough  knowledge  of  his  really  fine 
character,  which  is  notable  for  his  broad  and  dis- 
criminating judgment,  his  uprightness  and  com- 
pi'ehensive  i^eason. 


■«/ 
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c-^^^HOMAS  W.  BREWER,  proprietor  of  the 
Livingston  Herald  of  Howell,  Livingston 
County,  is  a  native  of  the  township  in  which 
he  resides,  l)eing  born  here  April  9,  1847.  His 
grandparents  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  the 
township,  his  gmndsire  Peter  having  been  a  native 
of  New  York  and  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812. 
His  grandmother  lM)re  the  maiden  name  of  Dorcas 
We^t  and  will  hmg  be  remembered  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  county  as  one  of  the  brave  pioneer 
women  of  the  earlv  days. 

«  • 

Ebenezer  Brewer  was  the  father  of  our  subject 
and  had  his  birth  in  Wilhon,  Niagara  County, 
N.  Y.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  early  boyhood  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one  married  Charlotte  Thomas 
who  l>ecame  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  She  pas**ed  away  from  earth  in  Howell  in 
Noveml)er,  18.57,  leaving  three  children,  tw<»  sons 
and  one  daughter,  the  eldest,  Th<mias,  then  JK'in^ 
but  ten  veal's  of  aae. 

From  the  time  he  lost  his  mother  the  lad  was 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources  but  he  attended 
the  district  school  nearly  every  winter  until  186^^ 
when  he  left  home,  although  only  a  little  over  six- 
teen years  of  age  and  tof»k  his  ])lace  in  the    ranks 
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of  our  country's  defendei*s.  He  joined  Company 
C,  Fourth  Michigan  Cavalry  and  served  untilJuno 
26,  1865,  when  he  was  diseliarged  at  Ix)ui8vilh*, 
K}'.,  on  account  of  the  cessation  of  hostilities  and 
returned  home  to  Michigan.  The  young  man  felt 
that  he  had  not  gained  the  education  which  he 
ought  to  have,  and  he  continued  working  on  the 
farm  in  summer  and  attending  the  district  school 
during  the  winter  months,  until  he  gained  liis  ma- 
jority. 

Mr.  Brewer  now  found  his  health  insutticient  Ui 
1>ear  the  heavy  toil  of  the  farm,  as  agriculture  still 
partook  very  largely  of  a  pioneer  character,  and  he 
tried  an  experiment  of  investing  in  a  i)atent  right, 
which  made  him  rich  in  experience  but  was  a  failure 
financially,  and  he  again  took  up  his  former  <Kru- 
pation.  His  marriage  u\Hm  Maix-h  27.  1^<72. 
brought  to  his  side  a  faithful  companion  in  the 
person  of  Mary  .1.  Craig,  a  lady  of  Howell.  Ih' 
continued  to  follow  agriculture  until  llie  iH'ginning 
of  1874,  when  he  ent<?re<l  the  employ  of  Ihe  Howe 
Sewing  Machine  Company  and  followed  that  line 
of  business  until  1878  when  hel>ecame  an  employe 
of  S.  Andrews,  remaining  with  him  until  August. 
1881,  when  he  left  this  business  and  took  a  trip  to 
the  Western  frontier.  A  few  months'  stay  at  the 
Cheyenne  agency  in  Dakota  cooled  the  '^go  west, 
young  man''  fever  in  the  veins  of  Mr.  Brewer  and 
he  returned  home  and  took  up  the  sale  of  sewing 
machines,  in  which  he  continued  until  1888. 

Mr.  Brewer  purchased  in  June,  1889  a  weekly 
local  newspaper,  the  Liter- Lake,  which  had  been 
published  by  the  Kev.  D.  W.  Hammond  of  X'ernon, 
Shiawassee  County,  Mich.  He  published  the  same 
until  April.  1891.  when  he  sold  the  subscription  list 
^)f  that  paper  to  .J.  A.  Keyes  of  the  Durand  Ex- 
press and  bought  the  subscription  l)ooks  of  the 
Livingstim  Herald,  ll  wa>  on  May  IT).  1891,  that 
Mr.  Biewer  issued  his  tii-st  number  of  the  Herald, 
which  he  had  enlarged  from  a  five-column  folio  to 
a  six-column  quarto.  His  paper  received  a  hearty 
welcome  from  its  first  issue  and  with  his  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  county  and  large  acquaintance 
among  its  people  his  success  is  an  assured  one.  .Al- 
though he  is  not  ac(piiring  great  wealth  he  is  filling 
a  useful  place  in  the  ccmimunity,  and  commands  the 
re^l^eotof  all  who  know  him.  Of  the  four  children 


who  have  blessed  his  home  thre«  sons  and  a  daugh- 
ter, two  have  passed  away,  Cieorge  W.  and  Robert 
E.,  while  Alice  A.,  a  girl  of  sixteen,  and  Thoma." 
W.  .Jr.,  a  sprightly  hid  of  thirteen  years,  still  re- 
main to  receive  the  affection  and  training  of  their 
fond  and  jurlicious  imrents. 


«v 


«>yttf;5l 


OHN   W.   HARRIS,  a  prosperous  and  well- 
known  farmer  residing  on  section  34,  Putnam 
II    Township,  LivingsUm  County,  is  a  son  of 
Henry  Harris,  a  native  of  Kings  County,  I re- 
lan<l.  who  emigrated  to  America  in  1825,  where  he 
worke<l  for  two  year^  in  New  .Jei*sey  on  tiie  Dela- 
ware and  Karitan  Canal,     in    1827  he  retiu'ned  to 
Ireland  an<l  married  the  nu^ther  of   our  subject, 
Mary  Ryan,  who  was  born  in  Bally  Brittou.  Kings 
County.     After  their  marriage  they   returned  to 
Americe,  where  Mr.  Ha riis  worked  on  a  railroad  in 
Pennsylvania   for  a  season,  and  then  worked  on  a 
farm  as  t)vers(»er  for  .loseph   Boneaparte  for  one 
I    vear. 

Henry  Harris  eame  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of 
1H29.  and  bought  two  hundi'cd  aci^es  of  wild  land 
from  llie  (iovernment.  The  land  was  located  on 
the  section  where  his  son  now  resides,  and  thi 
patent  was  signed  by  President  Andrew  Jackson. 
Having  built  a  log  house,  he  removed  his  family 
into  it  in  December,  1829.  At  that  time  there  wa.< 
a  small  tamarack  log  house  l^clonging  to  a  Mr.  Cam- 
field  where  Pinckney  now  stands.  There  was  also 
a  sawmill,  whieh  was  built  by  Andrew  Knowland. 
of  Ann  Arbor,  a  few  houses  and  two  stores  in  that 
vicinity  on  Portage  River,  which  little  hamlet  died 
out  after  Pinckney  wa.s  established,  and  there  b 
not  a  soul  now  living  who  was  hei*e  at   that  time. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  poor  except  in  n 
l>rave  determination  to  provide  a  home  for  hij^ 
family,  and  a  wealth  of  physical  strength  which 
enabled  him  to  clear  his  land,  subdue  the  wild  for- 
ests, and  meet  the  exigencies  of  pioneer  life.  There 
were  then  plenty  of  Indians;  and  wild  animals  and 
deer,  U^ai-s  and  wolves  were  about  the  door.  No 
roads  (except  Indian  trails  and  i^aths  whio)]  couW 
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lowed  by  bUized  trees)  Wore  available  for  iise 
be  market  wa8  at  Ypsilanti,  thirt^'-ei^ht  miled 

18  earl}'  pioneer  was  wide-awake  to  his  duties 
American  citizen,  and  walked  to  Ann  Arbor 
te  at  the  first  election  which  he  attended  here, 
lis  next  opportunity  was  in  a  house  west  of 
on  Comeiv.  After  living  here  twenty-nine 
.  he  had  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  ex- 
t  land,  one  liundred  and  thirty  of  which  he 
leared.  He  had  also  built  a  frame  house  which 
ben  the  best  house  for  miles  around,  and  it  is 
tanding,  as  is  also  his  frame  bam,  35x40  feet 
nensions,  wliich  was  one  of  the  first  in  the 
borhood.  lie  died  January  9.  1859,  hut  his 
N  sui-vived  until  April  20,  1888. 
the  nine  children  of  this  pioneer  four  arc  now 
f,  viz:  our  subject;  Mrs.  Michael  O'CVmuell, 
(5kson ;  Mrs.  James  Morgan ,  of  U  nad  i  I  la  To  wn- 
and  Thomas,  of  Lake  View,  Miss.  The  |)ar- 
ivere  devout  Catholics,  and  in  the  earlv  <lavs 

ft  ft 

!es  were  held  in  their  house*  for  twentv  years 

ft-      • 

ither  Kellev,  who  at  that  time  was  IcK^ated  at 
le,  Washtenaw  County,  and  who  used  to  make 
lerless  trips  on  liorseback  through  tlie  woods 
jen  Wayne  and  Milwaukee.  Henry  Harris 
an  intei*est  in  politics,  and  was  an  intimate 
1  of  Gen.  Lewis  Cass.  He  filled  the  responsi- 
fflces  of  Overseer  of  the  Poor.Townsliip  Ti*eas- 
School  Officer  and  was  one  of  the  first  juroi"s. 
ive  to  his  children  as  fair  nn  education  as  cir- 
tAnces  would  allow. 

;y  25,  1839  was  the  nat^il  day  of  our  sul)- 
Ilis  first  home  was  on  tins  farm  where  he  now 
Here  he  received  his  early  education  and 
to  manhood,  and  upon  the  death  of  his  father 
charge  of  the  farm,  being  then  but  nineteen 
old.  In  the  coui-se  of  time  he  l)Ought  out 
bher  heire  and  the  land  now  Iwlongs  to  him 
rtue  of  the  old  i>atents,  some  of  which  are 
d  by  Jackson,  some  by  Van  Hui*en,  and  some 
>hn  Quincy  Adams. 

e  wedding  day  of  John  W.  Harris,  was  No- 
«r  27,  1867,  and  he  was  then  united  with 
s  Morgan,  a  daugliter  of  Peter  and  Catherine 
fan,  of  Unadilla  Township.  ^Irs.  Harris  was 
March  25.  1847,  in   rnndilla  Township,  and 


she  has  become  the  nnother  of  two  children,  Hitrr}' 
Casper  and  James  Morgan.  The  oldest  son  was 
born  October  27,  1868,  and  is  a  stenographer  in  the 
oflSoe  of  A.  C.  Walker,  at  Aspen,  Col.  He  was  a 
student  at  Pinckney  until  he  reached  the  age  of 
seventeen,  after  which  be  taught  one  term  and  was 
then  a  student  at  Dexter  and  at  the  Ypsilanti  Busi- 
ness College.  For  two  years  he  was  with  the  An- 
chor Manufacturing  Company  of  Detroit,  and  then 
after  one  season  on  his  father's  farm  he  went  to 
Asj^en,  Col.,  where  he  now  resides.  He  was  mar- 
ried July  20, 1891,  to  Carrie  Kelly,  of  Aspen;  James 
was  born  Jul}'  23,  1 87(\,  and  after  being  a  student  at 
Pinckney,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  began  teaching, 
and  then  received  the  appointment  from  Gov. 
Winans  to  be  his  page  during  the  term  of  the  Leg- 
islature of  1891.  The  ijarents  feel  justly  proud  of 
their  sons,  and  aiv  happy  in  Ijcing  able  to  say  that 
neither  of  them  knows  the  taste  of  liquor. 

In  1878  Mr.  Harris  built  the  pleasant  home  on 
which  he  now  i^esides  at  a  cost  of  ♦  1,500  l)esides  the 
labor  which  he  himself  expended  upon  it,  and  in 
connection  with  this  house  Mrs.  Harris  boasts  the 
l)est  cellar  in  the  township.  They  now  have  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  one  hundred 
and  ninety  acre^  of  which  is  improved,  and  he  car- 
r'w»  on  the  farm  himself,  having  always  Ijeen  a  hanl 
worker.  He  l>egan  raising  thoroughbred  American- 
Merino  sheep  in  1874,  and  now  has  one  hundred 
and  thirty  head.  He  has  also  fine  registered  Jer- 
seys and  Ilolsteins,  and  in  hoi*ses  has  scmie  splendid 
animals,  which  trace  their  lineage  to  *•  Ambassa- 
dor,''"Tremont,"  "L<mis  Napoleon*'  and  "Pasacas." 
Among  his  twenty-three  hoi'ses  he  has  some  very 
vahuble  ones,  and  the  dam  with  which  he  started, 
was  one  of  the  finest  *'Clay"  mares  in  the  State  at 
that  time,  she  taking  second  premium,  and  her  colt 
first  premium  at  Detroit  in  1879. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  are  devout  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  botli  of  their  sons  follow 
their  parents  in  religious  l)elief  and  life.  They  all 
l>elong  to  the  Father  Matthew  Temperance  Society 
of  St.  Joseph  Church,  at  Pinckney,  and  in  po.itical 
mattei*s  the  father  has  ever  been  a  strong  supporter 
of  tem Iterance  candidates.  He  has  also  been  use- 
ful as  a  member  of  the  School  Board,  and  sets  a 
grand  example  to  many  an  American-born  citizen 
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ill  ibis  regard,  that  he  uever  for  the  sake  of  gain, 
or  to  get  work  out  of  his  boys,  kept  them  out  of 
school  a  day  in  their  lives.  His  aim  has  been  to 
make  them  good  citizens,  and  to  train  them  in 
thorough  business  habits. 

The  Catholic  Church  at  Pinckney  had  for  iti* 
pioneer  priest  Father  Kelley,  and  since  that  time  it 
has  been  favored  with  the  ministrations  of  Fathers 
Cullen,  Pulcers  and  Mutarh,  and  the  congregation 
now  has  one  hundred  and  eighteen  families  con- 
nected with  it.  The  church  building  whieli  was 
completed  in  1868  by  the  Rev.  J.  Van  (jenip,  was 
begun  in  1866.  The  priests  who  have  officiated 
since  its  dedication,  were  the  Rev.  Fathers  J.  Raf- 
ter, T.  Slattery,  Herbei-t,  Duehig  and  Considine. 

Mr.  Harris  enjoys  telling  stories  of  his  father's 
early  experiences  in  the  pioneer  days.  One  of  his 
most  thrilling  adventui'es  was  when  he  and  a  hired 
man  were  cutting  hay  upon  a  mar^h  three-quartei-s 
of  a  mile  from  home.  Tliey  were  so  busy  at  tlieir 
work  that  they  did  not  remember  to  listen  pru- 
dently for  the  approacli  of  wild  beasts,  and  before 
they  knew  it  a  large  pack  of  wolves  liad  attacked 
them.  They  kept  off  the  animals  by  hard  fighting 
until  they  reached  a  point  within  thirty  rods  of 
honu%  when  the  wolves  were  driven  oflf,  and  tliev 
arrived  safely  at  the  house. 


»*^»*"»>p*^ 
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DWIN  H.  CAHRIKH.  Among  llie  promi- 
nent and  ni()>t  inlluential  nienilKM-s  of  hu>i 
ne^s  and  social  circles  in  Lansing,  Ingham 
('ounty,  is  our  subject  whose  l)usines'^  a,s  stock- 
dealer  and  also  Jis  proprietor  of  the  egg  preserving 
establishment  are  among  the  active  enterprises  of 
this  city,  lie  is  not  one  of  I  he  pioneers  of  the 
town  a.s  he  came  here  in  IHHd,  l)ut  he  has  shown 
himself  deeply  interested  in  developing  the  natural 
resources  and  stimulating  the  enterprises  of  this 
city,  and  has  made  himself  a  leader  in  various 
movement*  of  imi)ortance. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  13,  1832, his  parents  being  Bert  II.  and 
Kmeline  (Hanchett)  Carrier.     The  father  was  a  na- 


tive of  New  York  who  removed  to  Rice  Ci-eek, 
Calhoun  County,  Mich.,  in  1887  and  there  engaged 
in  farming.  He  bought  new  land  from  the  Gov- 
ernment and  settled  where  there  were  but  two  fam- 
ilies within  a  radius  of  many  miles.  He  cleared  up 
a  farm  and  made  a  prosperous  home  out  of  this 
land  which  he  found  in  the  wilderness.  Under 
his  roof  the  earliest  religious  meetings  were  held, 
and  he  became  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Metho- 
dist Protestant  Chuixih.  When  a  house  of  worship 
was  to  l)e  erected,  he  with  David  H.  Miller,  Amo$ 
Iladden,  Caleb  Hanchett  and  David  Hanchett, 
were  the  heaviest  contributors  toward  building  the 
first  frame  church  at  Rice's  Creek.  Previous  to  this 
they  had  l)een  privileged  to  hold  meetings  in  the 
schoolhouse,  as  Mr.  Carrier  was  most  of  the  time  an 
officer  of  the  school  district  and  also  of  the  town- 
ship. He  lived  on  the  old  farm  until  the  time  of 
his  death,  February  11,  1884,  and  was  then  nearly 
four-scH)re  years  of  age,  having  been  born  May  4, 
1807.  His  amiable  and  excellent  wife,  who  wasso 
true  and  helpful  a  companion  to  him  in  their  pio-  ■ 
neer  experiences,  was  born  September  12,  1812  and 
died  Mav  26,  1877. 

Uesides  our  subject  his  parents  had  three  chil- 
dren born  to  them,  Oscar  M.,who  is  now  deceased; 
Alice  the  wife  of  Sidney  Thomas;  and  Orange  A. 
Kdwin  Carrier  received  most  of  his  education  in 
Calhoun  County,  finishing  his  schooling  at  Olivet 
College,  after  which  he  taught  for  several  terras 
and  then  engaged  in  farming.  He  bought  a  farm 
in  Calhoun  Count v  and  took  as  his  wife  Miss  Cor- 
nelia  Root,  a  native  of  Cayuga  County.  N.  Y., 
who  was  born  there  November  2G,  1831.  Their 
marriage  took  place  September  27,  1853.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  Ralph  and  Pho?l)e  Ann  Root. 

Mr.  Carrier  continued  farming  in  Marengo 
Town>hip,  Calhoun  County,  where  lie  owned  one 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  fine  land,  eighty  of 
which  he  still  keeps  in  his  possession.  In  that 
township  he  has  held  many  of  the  offlce^j  and  has 
served  with  especial  efficiency  as  Road  Commis- 
sioner and  School  Inspector.  He  served  also  most 
(heerfullv  and  sati.^factorily  as  chorister  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  at  Rice's  Creek  for 
twenty-five  yeai*s  and  hits  been  a  member  of  that 
religious   body  since  he  was  ten  years  old.     The 
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work  of  a  Sunday-school  Suijerinteiident  has  also 
been  his  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century.  He 
is  deeply  interested  in  mattew  of  public  importance 
and  had  a  strong  faith  in  the  vitality  and  sound- 
ness of  the  Republican  party  to  which  he  liad  been 
long  attached.  Until  six  years  ago  he  became  a 
member  of  the  Prohibition  party  which  he  now  en- 
thusiastically supports. 

Our  subject  has  sold  a  part  of  his  farm  to  his 
daughter  and  her  liusband,  Myron  lk>lles.  who  live; 
in  a  handsome  house  on  the  old  homestead.  Mr.  Cai  - 
rier  has  built  for  himself  a  line  brick  residence  nt 
the  corner  of  Seymour  and  Willow  Streets  and  his 
brother-in-law,  William  E.  Robinson,  who  bought 
quite  a  tmet  of  land  at  the  iK)rth  end  of  town  lia< 
built  for  himself  a  beautiful  home.  Near  the  home 
of  31  r.  Carrier  they  have  their  egg  establishment 
which  has  a  capacity  of  seventy-five  thousand 
dozen  eggs,  which  they  hold  in  vats  in  the  per- 
serving  liquor  until  they  desire  to  sell  them.  They 
are  building  up  a  fine  trade  in  this  necessary  arti- 
cle of  commerce. 

Mr.  Carrier  has  also  made  a  s|K»cialty  of  buying 
and  selling  stock  and  has  engaged  particularly  in 
letting  sheep,  having  had  as  many  as  twenty-five 
hundred  sheep  let  out  on  time.  The  fii-st  wife  of 
Mr.  Carrier  died  January  31,  1888  leaving  a  fam- 
ily of  five  children,  namely:  Ella  May,  who  was 
born  July  3,  1858  and  is  now  Mrs.  Holies;  Wilbur 
O.,  bom  Februar3-  28,  1860,  and  is  now  a  Presby- 
terian minister  at  Wausau,  Wis.;  Sarah  A..  i»orn 
September  12,  1861,  now  Mrs.  William  J.  Mc- 
Roberts,  of  Iron  wood,  Mich.;  Merton  U.,  born 
February  20, 1866,  who  is  engaged  in  the  wholesale 
business  of  the  Lansing  Spice  and  Extract  Com- 
pany; and  Esther  M.,  was  bom  May  13,  1868  and  is 
still  at  home.  Mr.  Carrier  and  the  members  of  his 
family  are  identified  witli  tlie  membei-s  of  the 
Presbvterian  Church  of  this  citv. 

The  present  Mrs.  Carrier  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Sarah  McCollani,  and  was  i)orn  Septeml)er  12, 
1843,  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  being  a  daughter 
of  John  McCollam.  She  tliere  grew  to  maturity 
and  taught  school  for  several  yeai*s  after  which  she 
married  Mr.  Elmer  Slay  ton  of  that  place  in  1865 
and  came  to  Michigan  two  years  later.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Slay  ton  resided  at  Rice's  Creek,  where  he  car- 


ried on  a  farm  and  he  died  there  in  1885.  Her 
oldest  daughter  Arlone,  is  now  the  wife  of  William 
Williams,  and  the  \'ounger  daughter  Emma,  is  at 
home  with  her  mother. 
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^^ENNIS  COREY.  Among  the  old  settlei-s 
now  become  the  retired  farmers  of  llam- 
Imrg  Township,  Livingston  County,  we 
find  a  number  of  men  whose  abilities  and 
character  have  given  them  an  exceptional  standing 
in  the  community.  Their  migration  to  Michigan 
in  the  early  days  develoi>ed  through  hardship  and 
struggle  all  that  is  best  in  man,  and  by  their  pei*se- 
verance  and  sturdy  adhemnce  to  the  principles 
which  are  essential  to  success  under  such  circum- 
stances, they  attained  a  reputation  and  a  standing 
which  is  ]>ermanent.  Such  a  man  is  Dennis  Corey, 
who  resides  on  that  beautiful  section  of  Hamburg 
Township,  which  lies  on  section  36. 

John  D.  Corey,  the  honored  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  in  1799.  He  re- 
ceived an  excellent  education  and  taught  for  many 
ycai*s,  although  he  was  by  avocAtion  a  farmer. 
Upon  leaving  his  native  home  he  went  to  Sara- 
toga, N.  Y.,  and  i-emained  in  that  State  until  1831, 
when  he  came  to  Michigan,  traveling  by  way  of 
Erie  Canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  to  Detroit  on  the 
boat  **Willian  Penn."  P^rom  that  city  he  came 
through  the  forest  to  Nankin,  Wayne  County, 
where  he  bought  eiglity  acres  of  land,  and  in  1836 
he  bought  forty  additional  acres. 

Settling  on  the  eighty  acres  which  he  first  pur- 
chased, he  proceeded  to  cut  logs  and  build  a  house. 
It  was  not  really  a  palatial  residence,  being  onl^' 
18x22  feet  in  dimensions  with  log  walls,  stick 
chimney  with  clay-back  walls.  He  continued  to 
improve  his  property,  building  Ijarns  and  houses 
and  setting  out  orchards,  and  in  coui*se  of  time, 
having  made  this  property  quite  desirable,  sold  it 
and  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Ma- 
son, Ingliam  County.  This  was  a  new  farm  and 
upon  it  he  placed  a  house  and  barn  and  other  im- 
provements, and  having  thus   raised  its  value  sold 
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it  and  removed  to  Gratiot  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased another  farm  and  remained  until  the  end 
of  his  days,  which  came  when  he  was  eighty-four 
years  and  two  months  old. 

About  the  year  1821,  John  Corey  had  married 
Miss  Parney  Armstrong,  daughter  of  Jacob  Ann- 
strong,  a  resident  of  New  York,  who  had  come 
from  Connecticut,  and  who  had  two  sons  and 
three  daughter,  of  whom  Parney  was  the  tliird  in 
age  and  was  born  about  the  beginning  of  the  pres- 
ent century.  To  John  and  Parney  Corey  were 
given  six  children,  who  were  equally  divided  be- 
tween sons  and  daughters,  and  of  whom  Dennis 
was  second  in  order  of  age,  being  lx)rn  .January 
18,  1824.  She  died  aliout  the  year  1833.  After 
the  death  of  his  fii'St  wife  the  father  of  our  .subject 
was  a  second  time  united  in  marriage,  being  joined 
to  Roxa  Ferguson,  daughter  of  James  Ferguson, 
of  Wayne  County,  Mich.  Mr.  Ferguson  was  from 
Vermont,  and  Roxa,  who  was  lH)rn  alH)ut  the  year 
1807,  was  the  second  in  a  family  <>f  nine  children. 
To  lier  were  born  seven  ehil<b*en,  three  of  whom 
are  still  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  had  Imt  few  advan- 
tages for  an  education,  bnt  improved  those  few 
with  viafor  and  interest.  When  twenty  years  old 
he  Ix^gan  for  himself  by  working  out  by  the  month 
in  Ann  Arbor.  lie  had  a  taste  for  ineehanies  and 
so(m  att^iined  skill  in  that  department  of  work 
and  at  twenty-four  he  lK?ijan  to  run  a  stationary 
engine,  and  in  1850  had  aocnmiilated  enough 
means  to  purchase  land,  buying  eiglity  acres  in 
llam])urg  Township,  to  which  he  has  since  added 
twenty  more.  The  farm  was  not  in  a  very  good 
condition,  although  it  was  cleared,  but  liad  upon 
it  pf)or  fences  and  neither  buildings  nor  orchards. 
Four  yeai*s  after  his  ])urchase  of  this  property  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Luzetta.  daugliter  of 
Heman  Lake.  Mr.  Lake  had  a  large  family  and 
Luzetta,  who  was  the  eighth  child,  was  born  in 
1835.  To  our  subject  was  )>orn  by  this  union  <me 
daughter,  to  whom  he  gave  the  name  of  his  mother, 
Parney.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  (ieorge  Banghard 
and  is  the  mother  of  two  sons.  Mi-s.  Luzetta 
Corev  was  called  from  her  earthly  home  in  1858. 
Mr.  Corey  made  his  second  matrimonial  alliance 
in  1860,  taking  as  his  wife,  Catherine,  daughter  of 


Peter  Corey,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island,  who  re- 
moved to  New  York  in  his  early  manhood  where 
Catherine  was  born  in  1824,  the  youngest  of  his 
five  children,  two  of  whom  are  now  living.  The 
well-known  integrity  and  reliability  of  Mr.  Corey 
has  given  him  the  universal  confidence  of  his 
neighbors  and  to  him  has  been  intrusted  for  twenty 
years  the  responsible  office  of  Treasui-er  of  hb? 
school  district.  He  is  enterested  in  political  move- 
ments and  votes  the  Democratic  ticket.  To  his 
son-in-law  he  has  consigned  the  management  of 
his  farm,  and  he  has  built  for  himself  a  beautiful 
home  where  he  and  his  good  wife  dwell  at  peace 
with  all  the  world. 


s-^Ct)' 
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A\'I1)  STODARD  is  a  prominent  farmer 
in  Leroy  Township,  the  tmct  which  ho 
operates  being  located  on  section  34.  Like 
so  many  other  settlers  in  Ingham  County, 
he  is  a  native  of  Genesee  County,  N.  Y.,  his  natal 
day  having  been  January  13,  1830.  He  is  a  son 
of  Rensselaer  and  Hannah  Stodard,  who  were  both 
natives  of  the  Empire  State.  He  was  the  third 
child  in  order  of  birth,  and  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  State  and  county.  From  earliest  lx)y- 
hood  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  so  that  in  later 
years,  when  he  was  thrown  on  his  own  resouix'cs. 
he  had  but  to  strike  out  for  himself,  the  experience 
being  already  his.  He  received  the  educational 
advantages  common  to  boys  at  that  time,  who 
lived  in  a  rural  district.  He  attended  the  district 
sch'K)ls,  and  was  there  prepared  for  the  practical 
work  of  a  business  career. 

Naturally  of  a  bright  and  assimilative  nature, 
the  original  of  our  sketch  acquired  more  in  actual 
and  practical  ex|jerience  than  over  his  text  books 
in  school.  He  has  been  a  deep  reader  from  young 
manhood  and  has  to  a  great  extent  made  up  the 
deficiencies  in  his  early  education,  being  an  intel- 
ligent and  well-informed  man.  February  22,  1851. 
^Ir.  Stotiard  was  married,  in  New  York  State,  to 
Miss  Amanda  Sackett,  a  native  also  of  that  State, 
and  a  daughter  of  Isaac  Sackett,  of  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.     To  them  were  born  three  children,  who  now 
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responsible  and  respected  positions  in  life, 
are  by  name  Burdett,  Curtis  and  Imogene. 
eldest  child  is  now  the  wife  of  Frederick 
I.  Our  subject  enlisted  February  13,  1865, 
ompany  C,  Eleventh  Michigan  Infantry.  He 
ippointed  to  do  guard  duty  at  Chattanooga 
ilso  at  Cleveland,  Tenn.,  and  at  Knoxville. 
;mber  13,  1865,  he  received  an  honorable  dis- 
re  and  returned  to  his  home. 
January,  1865,  our  subject  emigrated  with 
imily  to  Ingham  County,  Mich.,  and  located 
^roy  Township.  In  1875  they  removed  to 
present  farm  which  comprises  one  hundred 
of  good  land,  upon  which  he  has  erected  a 
class  of  buildings.  His  residence  is  neat  and 
3tive  and  kept  up  in  excellent  order,  as  are 
-he  barns  and  outhouses  on  the  place.  They 
more  for  the  management  of  the  owner  than 
1  of  personal  eulogy  could  do.  His  fields  are 
tilled  and  he  owns  some  of  the  latest  and 
approved  labor-saving  machines  in  the  way 
ricultuitil  implemonts. 

.  Stodard  is  worthy  of  great  praise  for  the 
^  that  he  has  made  of  life,  for  he  has  had 
disadvantages  to  contend  with  and  no  aid 
jver,  except  that  within  his  own  family,  con- 
g  of  kind  and  encouraging  words  from  his 
er  and  helpmate  in  life.  He  has  l)een  very 
?  in  local  affairs  concerning  the  district.  He 
V  serving  on  the  School  Board  a.s  Moderator, 
mbject  has  cleared  two  farms,  and  the  place 
icli  he  now  residei^  he  entered  upon  when  it 
ntirely  unimproved. 


(^ 


:«: 


C=1 


^<: 


c^. 


j^ 


@ 


.OLOMON  T.  LYON.     Although  death  has 

laid  his  chill  hands  upon  the  heart  of  Mr. 

I,   Lyon  and  stilled  the  pulse  of  the  machine, 

there  is  still  living  the  spirit  which  eharac- 

d  each  act  of  his  daily  life  with  nobility  and 

y^     Although  not  a  native  of  this  State,  all 

thinking  years  were  connected  most  closely 

ts  growth  and  development.     He  came  with 

rents  to  Michigan   when  only   one   year  old 


and  here  attained  his  manhood  and  took  upon 
himself  the  holy  bond  of  matrimony,  establishing 
a  home  over  which  she  who  is  now  his  widow 
reigns. 

Mr.  Lyon  was  bom  at  Pultney,  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  1,  1835.  His  boyhood  days  were, 
however,  spent  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  growing 
up  as  a  pioneer.  After  finishing  a  course  of  study 
at  the  common  schools  of  the  district  in  which  he 
lived,  he  enjoyed  the  advantages  oflPered  by  the 
college  of  Michigan,  which  was  located  at  Kalama- 
zoo. After  finishing  his  college  course  he  taught 
school  until  1864.  At  this  time  he  enlisted  as 
Second  Lieutenant  in  the  Fifth  Michigan  Regiment 
of  infantr3'.  Later  he  was  promoted  to  the  post 
of  Captain  and  served  in  this  capacity  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Detroit 
and  received  an  honorable  discbarge.  Dunng  his 
war  experience  he  was  thrice  taken  prisoner.  He 
participated  in  every  battle  in  which  his  regiment 
took  part  after  entering  the  army  until  the  surren- 
der of  Gen*  Lee. 

After  Mr.  Lyon  returned  fix)m  the  war  for  two 
years  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  in  Livingston 
County  and  after  that  was  elected  the  County 
Clerk,  in  which  position  he  continued  for  a  space 
of  two  years.  The  organization  of  the  life  and 
fire  insurance  company  in  the  city  of  Howell, 
was  largely  due  to  his  influence  and  interest.  For 
some  time  he  was  engaged  in  journalistic  work, 
having  purchased  in  1871,  in  partnership  with  J. 
I).  Smith,  the  Livingston  County  Republican,  which 
he  conducted  for  two  j-ears.  The  next  ten  yeara 
he  was  engaged  by  the  Johnson  Publishing  Co.,  of 
New  York  in  woi'k  on  Johnson's  Natural  History, 
and  in  this  way  was  thoroughly  drilled  in  literary 
work  of  that  class. 

September  30,  1860,  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Uumsay,  a  dausrhter  of 
William  C.  and  Permilla  (Henry)  Rumsay.  Prior 
to  her  marriage.  Mi's.  Lyon  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing for  a  period  of  sixteen  yeai*s  and  aftei*  her 
marriage  she  taught  with  her  huslmnd  one  year  at 
the  Union  School  at  (irass  I^ake,  Midi.  Mrs.  Lyon 
is  a  woman  with  unusual  educational  and  literary 
attainments.  Kvery  act  is  characterized  by  delicacy 
and  refinement.     Capt.   Lyon  was  a  very  pronii- 
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iient  man  in  the  countv  in  which  he  lived  and  one 
of  tlie  bravest  soldiei'8  that  ever    went    out    from 
this    district.     His   death  ot^curred    Decemlx*r   30, 
1 890.     He  left  a  wife  and  five  children  to  mouni    , 
his  loss.     A  kx^l  pai)er  says  the  funeral  of  C'apt. 
Lyon    was    largely    attended.     The  servict»s  weie 
conducted  in  accordance   with  the  ritual   of    the 
Union  Veterans*  Tnion,  while  menibei*s  of  the  Fifth   ; 
Michigan  act^jd   as    j>all    I  rearers.     The   command 
passed  earnest  resolutions  of  tribute  to  his  merit   j 
as  a  soldier  and  a  citizen  and  of  condolence  with 
his  bereaved  family.  In  the  decease  of  Capt.  Ly{m 
a  brave  comrade,  a  true  citizen,  a  lovintf  and  loved 
husband  and  father  has  answei*ed  the  roll  call  of 
the  Great  Commander.     In  his  politic*al  likin":  he 
was  a  follower  of  the  Republican    party    and    he 
with  his  wife  was  a  memlx»r  or  the  Baptist  Church. 
The  little  br(X)d  of  five  children  were  welcomed 
to  the    hearts   and    hearthstone  of  their  parents' 
home.     Thev  are  bv  name.  William    D..    Abiirail. 
.James  A.,  Jennie  and   Marv    H.     Mi-s.    Lvun's  pa- 
rents  were  early  settlers  of  Michii^an.   coniin*r   to 
(Ireen  Oak,  Livingston  County,  in  183().     Al  that 
time  the  father  of  the  family   took   up  land   an<l    i 
clearin^:  off  a  portion  of    his    tract.    l)uilt    a    log   i 
house.     Me  remained  on   the  place  a   short    time   i 
and  then  ivmoved  to  ()<*eola  Township  where   he 
built  a  sawmill  and  acquired  about   four  hinidrcd    i 
acres  of  land.     lie  came  to  Howell  about  184(>  and 
was  s<M)n  after  elected  Kegister  of   Deeds  for  four 
years,  and  at    the   en<l   of    that    time    was    elected 
County  Treasurer  and  hehl  this  position    for  foiu* 
years  also.      He  ^K'cupied  the   various  positions   of 
.Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Su]>ervisor  for  a   nund>er 
of  veal's,  at   the  same   time  engaging   in   the   mer- 
cantile business      With  his  other  business  he  con- 
necte<l    that    of   insurance,  aiul   was    also  actively 
engaged    in    municipal    affairs    until  old  age  came 
upon   him  and    he    retired    from    active  business. 
His  wife  departed  this  life  February  r>,  18HJ.    They 
reared  a  family  of  eis^ht  children,  the  widow  of  our 
subject  being  the  eldest.      Following  her  came  An- 
drew ,J.,  Koval  H.,  William   I).,   Ix'wis  C,  Chauncy 
(r.,  Bert  C.,  and    Franklin  AV.     The   parents  haye 
been  ccninected  with  the  Baptist   Chinvh  for  many 
years  and   have   l)een  generous  supporters  of  the 
(Tospel  work  in  this  district.     Mrs.  Lyon's  paternal 


grandfather  was  Fllisha  Huinsay  of  Connecticut. 
He  c*ame  at  an  early  date  to  Michigan,  and  with  n 
man  named  Allen  laid  out  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor. 
Klislia  Humsay  died  in  1827. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  the  late  Capt  Lyon 
is  presented  on  another  i>age  and  perpetuates  the 
lineaments  of  a  valiant  soldier,  whone  memory  will 
ever  Ix?  revered  by  his  countr\'men. 


V 


(L^^IBAM  K.  HEED.  Students  of  economies 
i)  tell  us  that  the  tinancial  prosperity  and 
indeed  safety  of  the  country  is  based  upon 
i^,  the  simple  integrity  and  business  prompt- 
itude of  individuals.  If  all  men  idealized,  as  they 
should,  the  obligations  which  rest  upon  them  to 
meet  every  tinancial  call  and  every  just  demand 
with  an  imme<liate  response,  no  amount  of  disas- 
tei-s  or  large  catastrophes  coidd  demoralize  the 
financial  standing  of  our  gi*eat  centera.  When  we 
find  a  man  who  does  realize  this  truth  and  makes 
it  his  aim  to  meet  every  j)ecuniary  demand  with 
prom()titude,  we  honor  him  and  see  in  him  one  of 
the  safeguards  of  the  prosperity  of  us  all.  Such 
a  man  is  Mr.  Hiram  Keed,  whose  home  is  on  sec- 
tion 10,  Marion  Township,  Livingston  County. 

Fhilo  L.  Heed,  the  father  of  our  subject,  waj^ 
iMjrn  in  Cortland  County,  N.  V.,  in  1812,  and 
after  receiving  a  common-school  education  started 
out  at  an  early  age  to  work  for  othei*s,  choosing 
farming  as  his  life  work.  About  the  year  1883 
he  married  Martha  Messenger,  daughter  of  Jahinl 
and  Mary  (Chaplain)  Messenger,  both  N'ermimter^ 
by  birth,  who  had  two  sons  and  two  dausfhtei's,  of 
whom   Martha  was  the  eldest,  Iteing  Inirn  in    1811. 

In  188()  the  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  Mich- 
igan by  way  of  Canada,  and  when  they  passed 
through    Detroit    on    their    way  to  .Itickson    they 

•  •  • 

left  all  their  good>  there,  which  wen*  unfortun- 
ately (le.-troyed  by  lire.  Heaching  .Jackson,  they 
l)Ought  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  which  they  after- 
ward sold  and  removed  to  Ingham  County,  wheir 
they  bought  eighty  acres  which  were  subsequently 
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exchanged  for  eighty  acres  on  section  1,  Marion 
Township,  where  the  father  still  lives  and  now 
has  an  estate  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
Our  subject  is  the  eldest  son  in  their  family  of 
three  daughters  and  five  sons. 

Philo  L.  Reed  and  wife  are  prominent  in  social 
and  church  circles,  being  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  where  Mr.  Reed  is  an  Elder,  and 
was  for  many  yeara  the  efficient  and  miich  be- 
loved Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school  in  his 
school  district  He  is  a  man  of  afifairs,  being  an 
earnest  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  High- 
way Commissioner.  To  his  son  he  gave  an  excel- 
lent common-school  education,  supplementing  it 
with  a  High  School  course  and  one  year  in  the 
University  of  Michigan.  At  twenty-one  the  young 
man  began  as  a  teacher  in  the  common  schools, 
after  which  he  was  called  to  a  position  in  the  vil- 
lage schools,  occupying  the  teacher's  desk  for 
eighteen  years,  most  of  the  time  in  Marion  and 
adjoining  townships. 

The  happy  wedded  life  of  Hiram  Reed  began 
when  he  was  twenty-four  years  old  as  he  was  then 
united  with  Rebecca  E.,  daughter  of  George  and 
Rebecca  (Walter)  Tubbs.  These  parents  were  New 
Yorkers  by  birtli  and  had  nine  children.  Their 
daughter,  Rebecca,  who  was  born  in  1847,  was  the 
youngest.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been 
born  five  children,  namely:  Harry  E.,  Charles  P., 
Clarence  A.,  Julia  N.  and  James  L. 

Big  Rapids  was  for  one  year  the  home  of  our 
subject,  and  he  afterward  came  to  Marion  and 
bought  the  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  upon  which 
he  now  resides.  Both  he  and  his  intelligent  com- 
panion are  active  workers  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  at  Howell.  Mr.  Reed  is  a  teacher  in  the 
Bible  Class  of  the  North  Marion  Sunday-school 
and  a  thOrough-going  Sunday-school  man,  being 
the  Secretary  of  the  Livingston  Count}^  Sunday- 
school  Association.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  and  is  also  connected  with 
the  Patrons  of  Industry  and  the  Farmei-s*  Alliance. 
He  is  a  Democrat  in  principle,  but  on  local  mat- 
ters votes  independently. 

No  work  of  Mr.  Reed's  is  more  worthy  of  eon- 
sideration  than  what  he   has   done  in  connection 


with  the  schools  of  this  and  adjoining  townships. 
His  yjBars  of  teaching  gave  him  an  insight  into 
the  needs  of  both  teachers  and  pupils,  and  pre- 
pared him  to  understand  better  the  duties  of  the 
people  to  the  school.  For  many  years  he  filled 
satisfactorily  the  office  of  Township  School  In- 
spector and  afterward  Township  Superintendent 
of  Schools.  His  influence  has  ever  been  for  pro- 
gressive methods  and  for  co-operation  between 
school  officei*s  and  teachers,  and  as  a  member  of 
the  County  Board  of  School  Examiners  he  has 
been  of  great  service  to  Livingston  County.  He 
been  upon  this  board  for  eight  years  and  for 
three  years  was  their  Secretary  (an  office  which 
corresponds  to  County  Superintendent  of  Schools 
in  other  States),  and  is  still  acting  as  Township 
School  Inspector. 

As  a  farmer,  Mr.  Reed  has  devoted  himself 
largely  to  fine  stock  and  fruit.  In  1889  he  bought 
thirteen  registered  Shropshire  sheep  and  has  taken 
much  interest  in  the  development  of  this  branch 
of  stock-raising.  He  now  has  over  twenty  of  this 
breed  and  has  sold  some  among  his  neighbors.  In 
1888  he  began  the  raising  of  fruit  and  planted 
one  thousand  peach  trees,  two  hundred  pear  trees 
and  quite  an  amount  of  small  fruits — in  all  this 
work  showing  himself  efficient  and  successful. 


SNOCH  SMITH.  Although  having  passed 
the  three-quarter  mile  post  on  the  centen- 
arian road,  our  subject  is  still  a  very  active 
business  man  in  Fowlerville,  Livingston  County, 
being  a  capitalist  of  large  caliber,  who  loans  money 
on  farm  or  city  securities,  l>eing  himself  a  retired 
farmer.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York,  having  been 
born  in  Cortland  County,  August  10,  1815,  and 
being  a  son  of  Robert  and  Amaty  (Smith)  Smith, 
natives  of  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  Rhode 
Island  respectively.  They  were  married  in  the 
first  named  State  in  which  RolKit  Smith  had  been 
reared  as  a  farmer,  there  receiving  his  education. 
Our  subject's  father  engaged  in  the  agricultural 
calling  prior  to  coming  to  Michigan,  which  .^tepLe 


^71 


l^iBTRAlT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


t(M)k  in  1836,  :4('ttliii^  immedintely  at  Whit<»  Oak, 
Iii^hani  County  and  engaging  in  farming.  Ho 
built  a  log  house  on  the  tract  that  he  took  up  fi*oni 
the  (Government.  This  was  later  sulietituted  b}'  a 
more  sul»stantial  building  and  there  the  parent** 
lived  until  their  decease.  The  Democmtic  party 
received  the  political  favor  of  Robert  Smith,  that 
harmonizing  with  his  idea  of  i)ei*8onal  right  and 
lilK*rty.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandparents  were 
KolK»rt  and  (tra(*t»  Smith.  They  wow  of  English 
birth  and  ancestrv  and  came  to  Ameincn  iiisl 
l>efore  the  Revolutionarv  War,  which   the    former 

• 

joined  and  was  appointed  Orderly  Sergeant.  He 
secui-ed  from  the  (iovernment  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land  and  hn^ated  the  same  in  the 
township  of  Cincinnattus,  Cortland  County,  N.  V. 
His  children  were  John,  Robert,  William.  Anion, 
(irai^e.  Polly  and  Rotsy. 

He  of  wlKmi  we  write  was  one  of  a  family  of 
twelve  children.  Thost*  now  living  are  Knocli. 
Ai*sula,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Post.  Delilah,  who  is  now 
Mrs.  Jewell.  William  H.  and  Willanl.  SjH'nding  hi> 
youngs  days  on  the  home  farm  our  subj(^*t  re- 
ceived the  advantages  to  Ih'  enjoyed  at  the  district 
schools  in  the  vicinity.  He  remained  nt  home  jiriv- 
ing  his  father  his  time  as  was  then  custcmiary  until 
he  reached  his  majority,  after  which  he  <'ame  to 
Michigan,  arriving  in  the  then  territory  during  the 
month  of  May,  when  everythinii- was  in  its  pristine 
hcjmty.  He  locate<l  a  tract  of  land  in  White  Oak 
Township,  Ingham  County  and  then  returned  Kast 
and  in  Septembei-  of  the  same  yeai*  came  ))ack  to 
Michigan  with  his  parents  and  their  children.  He 
located  eiuhty  acres  for  himself  in  the  heavy  tim- 
her  openings,  first  building  a  log  house  lHx2(>  feet 
in  dimensions.  This  was  his  home  for  about  eigh- 
teen years,  althouij:!!  he  later  erected  a  fine  resi- 
dence  with  accessory  buildings,  and  increased  his 
farm  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  upon  which 
he  ke])t  graded  sheep,  blooded  hoi*ses  and  cows. 

Mr.  Smith  continued  to  reside  on  his  beautiful 
farm  until  1883.  when  he  removed  to  PV>wleiville. 
where  he  owns  some  ])roperty.  He  bought  i\  resi- 
dence on  (irand  River  Street  and  now  makes  his 
home  there.  He  owns  a  tine  store  building  and  is 
now  erecting  a  double  brick  bhx-k  for  stores.  He 
also  owns  other  land  in  Livingston  County.  While 


still  engaged  in  farming  he  was  elwted  to  several 
otfieial  |X)sitions.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
seven  years  and  Assessor  and  Constable,  holding  all 
the  school  oflice^  given  in  this  county. 

Tlie  original  of  our  sketch  was  married  in  1840 
to  Miss  Cai-olme  Wright.  She  did  not,  however, 
live  hmg  U)  enjoy  the  happiness  of  their  domestic 
life.  By  a  sec<md  marriage  he  was  unit<.*d  t^>  Miss 
Samh  J.  Wright  of  Cnadilla,  IJvingston  County. 
She  was  a  daught<»r  of  Walter  and  Hannah  (Hul»- 
Imrd)  Wright,  natives  of  Onondaga  County.  N.  V., 
who  came  to  Michigan  in  1850,at  whkh  time  they 
settled  in  I'nadilla.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and 
he  and  his  wife  continued  their  i-esider*  ?  at  the 
platv  that  they  at  fii-st  located  up<m  until  their  de- 
(vas(\  They  had  a  family  of  ten  children.  They 
are  in  order  of  birth  as  follows:     Betsey  A..  Lvdia, 

•  ■ 

l^vina,  William,  Lyman,  James,  Dennis,  Daniel, 
she,  who  is  now  Mi's.  Smith,  and  Walter.  The  father 
was  a  Dem<HM*at  and  lH)th  he  and  his  wife  with 
some  of  their  children  were  memlK»rs  of  tlie  Meth- 
odist Kpis<'opal  Church. 

Of  a  family  of  ten  children,  of  which  our  sul»- 
jeet  has  bet'ii  father,  nine  are  now  living,  having 
att^nned  manho<Kl  an<l  womanh(KMl  and  holding 
high  nnd  lumorable  jwjsitions  wherever  their  lots 
are  cast.  They  are  Frank,  Marv.  Alict*,  Burt, 
Belle,  Homer,  Horton.  Floyd  and  Ford.  Frank 
married  Miss  Agnes  l^kewell  and  is  the  father  <»f 
three  children — Yaple.  Temple  and  a  little  one 
who  is  not  yet  named.  Marv  married  Mr.  (i.  II. 
Mclntyre  and  is  the  mother  of  four  chiblren — 
(Uenn.  Kthel.  Benjamin  L.  and  Floren(H».  Alice  is 
now  Mrs.  Stowe  and  has  two  children — Hazel  and 
Claude.  Burt  married  Millie  Cari)enter.  l^dle  is 
now  Mi>.  Laughlin.  Homer  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Hat  tie  Bliss  and  is  the  father  o(  tw<. 
children — HIissanda  baby  not  vet  named.  Horton 
is  the  husbantl  of  .Miss  May  Wood;  they  arc  the 
parents  of    <»ne  ehild — Blanche. 

The  iientleman  of  whom  we  take  pleasure  inhei'e 
ijivinir  M  sk(*teh  l>elonirs  to  the  Prohibiticmist 
|>arty.  feeling  that  the  principles  that  that  ])arty 
hohlsarethe  ones  that  tend  most  tt)  the  purity  and 
hmg  standing  of  our  Government.  For  many  years 
he  has  }>een  intimately  connected  with  the  Masonic 
fraternit\ .   In  their  church  relations  he  and  his  wife 
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})elong  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomiuatioii 
of  which  !)odv  he  is  one  of  the  Trustees  at  Parkere* 
Comei*  in  loeco  Township.  Mr.  Smith  has  accu- 
mulated a  handsome  fortune  by  his  prudence  and 
foresight.  He  has  a  vivid  recoliec*tion  of  the  dis- 
advantages of  pioneer  life,  of  the  days  when  he  was 
obliged  to  go  to  Dexter,  a  distance  of  twenty-five 
miles  from  liis  home  to  market.  He  also  remembers 
when  it  was  nothing  to  boast  of  to  kill  seveml 
deer.  Although  suffering  man}'  of  the  inconveni- 
ences incident  to  that  time  in  a  new  countrv  he 
says  he  has  never  seen  the  time  when  he  went  to 
l)ed  hungry  and  has  always  had  sufficient  clothing 
to  kec])  himself  comfortable,  as  any  man  might 
who  was  willing:  to  work. 


/■ 


n/^^ON.  FUANK  B.  JOHNSON.  Mayor  of  the 
IJ  capital  city,  is  <me  of  the  most  ])rominent 
retail  grocei^s  in  Central  Michigan,  having 
also  a  wholesale  department  of  fruits  and 
oystei*s.  Although  he  is  one  of  the  busiest  of  men 
in  his  own  line  of  business,  he  isloval  to  his  oflicial 
duties,  and  gives  generously  of  his  time  and  atten- 
tion in  that  direction. 

Mayor  Johnson,  whose  |K>rtrait  appeal's  on  the 
opposite  i)age,  is  a  native  of  this  city,  l)eing  lK)rn 
April  21,  1852.  He  is  n  son  of  Daniel  H.  Johnson, 
who  was  one  of  the  early  pioneei*s  in  this  vicinity, 
coming  here  in  1848  from  Tompkins  (ounty,  N. 
v.,  which  wa>  his  birthplace  and  early  iiome.  There 
he  married  in  his yuung manhood  days  Miss Klmina 
Topping.  With  her  as  a  companion  and  helpmate 
he  came  West  and  entered  a  farm  just  north  of  the 
town,  it  l)eing  partially  cleared.  He  continued  to 
live  theit*  until  18(>(»,  and  tin*  old  farm  place  was 
also  the  place  of  nativity  of  our  subject. 

Soon  after  the  birth  of  our  subject,  his  father 
purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
within  the  city  limit>  of  Lansing,  and  removed 
with  his  family  u|K)n  the  place,  lie  (Muiijimetl 
farming  until  18in,  when  lie  retinMJ  fronj  active 
life,  determining  to  I'ujov  his  lattrr  days  in   the 


serenity  of  peace  and  freedom  from  biminess  cares. 
His  ^ife  still  survives  and  is  his  loving  companion 
in  the  afternoon  of  life.  Frank  B.  Johnson  i-e- 
ceived  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  I-«an- 
sing,.  finishing  at  the  Agricultural  College,  after 
which  he  took  a  course  in  the  business  college  at 
Grand  Rapids.  Soon  afterward  he  commenced 
operating  in  small  fruits  and  a  vineyard,  and 
continued  thus  engaged  for  ten  years.  He  then 
launched  into  his  present  business  at  his  present 
location,  and  has  continued  successfully  ever  since. 

l*rior  to  his  election  to  the  Mayoralty,  our  sul>- 
jec^t  was  elected  Alderman  from  the  Sixth  Ward, 
and  served  for  four  ye^irs,  beginning  his  term  in 
1884.  In  1890  his  popularity  as  a  man  and  the 
confidence  that  is  re|X)sed  in  him  as  a  pul)lic  ser- 
vant, was  evinced  bv  his  election  as  Mavor.  In 
1891  he  was  re-elected  and  holds  the  oftit*  at  the 
present  time,  discharging  the  executive  function  in 
a  manner  that  is  highly  creditable  to  himself  and 
to  the  city. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  married  DecHjmlier  20,  1883,  to 
Miss  Minnie  Overholt,  of  V'evay  Township,  Ing- 
ham County.  Mi's.  Johnson  is  a  preiKissc^ssing, 
agreeable  and  cultured  lady,  who  is  devoted  to  her 
family,  but  who  is  thoroughly  convei>ant  with  the 
topics  of  the  times,  and  fond  of  the  lK»st  class  of 
lit^erature,  and  appreciative  of  fine  art.  She  is  the 
mother  of  two  daughtei-s,  Franc  and  Florence. 
Politically  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  stanch  and  inflm»ntial 
I  )emocrat. 


SH-^-t^ 


-s^r^ 


..J 


ffOHN  Bl'RNETr.  It  is  with  genuine  pleas- 
ure that  the  biographer  takes  up  the  theme 
of  a  life  which  has  blossomed  into  success 
^^ijl-  and  broad  achievements  although  the  clouds 
of  adversity  and  hardship  gathered  over  its  incep- 
tion. When  one  sees  a  man  of  character  and  abil- 
ity in  iM)ssessiou  of  an  elegant  home  and  farm,  en- 
joying a  just  meed  of  influence  and  standing  in  the 
community,  and  knows  that  he  has  reached  this 
point  fr<mi  a  )><»ylioo(i  which  promised  nothing 
except   thn»ugli   his  own   right    hand    and   stunly 
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heart,  it  is  a  pleasure  also  to  record  that  that  boy- 
hood was  marked  by  acts  of  unflinching  industry 
and  brave  self  denial  for  the  sake  of  a  mother  and 
sistei-s,  and  that  his  success  is  not  due  to  having 
wronged  othei*8  or  disregarded  the  claims  of  a 
common  humanity. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  14,  1830,  in 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  His  father,  Nelsim  Burnett, 
a  blacksmith  by  trade,  who  made  his  home  in 
Dutt*hess  County,  N.  Y.,  died  in  1844,  leaving  the 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Jane  Foreman,  in 
destitute  circumstances  so  that  the  bo}'  of  fourteen 
naturally  l)ecame  the  main  stay  of  the  family.  She 
is  now  in  her  eighty-fourth  year,  and  having  been 
a  professing  Cliristian  since  she  was  a  girl  of  nine- 
teen, can  look  back  with  gratitude  over  a  long  ex- 
perience of  tiie  goodnc^ss  of  God  who  has  carried 
her  triumphantly  through  her  days  of  trial.  Her 
early  church  connection  waswitli  the  Free  I're.^by- 
terians,  but  she  is  now  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Kpiscopal  Chui-cli.  Eight  of  her  nine  children  are 
still  living  to  cheer  her  later  and  declining  yeai-s. 
The  ancestrvof  this  family  is  of  Holland  sUx'k  and 
can  l)e  traced  Iwick  for  many  generations. 

Our  subject  had  his  birth  in  the  villnge  of  Fnst 
Husli,  N.  Y.,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  years  went  to 
live  with  an  uncle  who  died  about  the  same  time 
that  the  father  of  the  boy  passed  away,  so  that  the 
little  fellow  was  now  really  thrown  upon  his  own 
resources  and  began  to  work  for  neighboring  far- 
mers, receiving  ^7  per  month  for  his«^vork.  He 
continued  thus  for  four  years  and  then  spent  two 
years  on  the  railroad,  where  he  was  foreman  and 
rC'ceive<l  good  pay.  He  witnessed  some  ])retty 
lively  times  during  this  period,  as  railroading 
always  brings  with  it  a  rush  and  bustle  of  excite- 
ment which  to  a  farmer  boy  opens  a  new  vista. 
During  all  this  time  he  faJthfully  sent  home  his 
earnings  for  the  support  of  his  mother  and  sistei*s, 
except  what  he  absolutely  needed  for  clothes  and 
schooling,  which  he  considered  eipially  the  necessi- 
ties of  life. 

The  young  man  came  to  Michigan  in  18;")  1,  and 
worked  for  five  yeai*s  at  a  good  salary  for  (lov, 
KiuiT-ley  S.  Bingham,  wiio  was  a  I'nited  States 
Sena'i(>r  at  the  time  of  his  death,  but  was  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Michigan  during  that  period.     In  1861  he 


pui-chased  his  present  farm  on  section  6,  Green  Oak 
Township.  This  was  then  all  wild  land,  he  had  to 
cut  down  trees  and  grub  out  roots  to  make  a  8[K)t 
for  his  garden,  and  it  was  necessary  to  build  a  fence 
around  the  entire  farm  l)efore  he  could  raise  a  crop, 
as  the  land  all  around  him  was  vacant  and  wild 
game  was  too  plentiful  for  crops  to  be  left  in  safety 
to  their  tender  mercies.  He  split  every  lail  that 
was  used  u|X)n  his  farm  and  built  a  log  house,  and 
his  only  team  for  three  years  was  a  yoke  of  oxen, 
but  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  was  the  proud  pos- 
sess(/r  of  a  liorse.  He  jjaid  $10  an  acre  for  his 
land,  for  which  he  has  since  refused  $60. 

The  happy  marriage  into  which  he  entered  on 
the  7th  of  .January,  1861,  united  him  with  Miss 
Margaret  Hawthorne,  a  native  of  County  Down, 
lrelan<l,  who  came  to  America  with  her  father, 
Edward  Hawthorne,  in  1857.  They  made  their 
home  in  Briirhton.  The  mother  having  previously 
died,  in  IHlo,  and  the  father,  who  was  a  linen 
weaver  by  trade  lived  until  the  year  of  1884. 

Our  subjiM't  was  reared  a  Whig  but  was  one  of 
the  first  to  join  the  Republican  ranks  soon  after 
the  organization  of  th(»  party,  and  trained  under 
the  banner  of  Gov.  Bingham.  Both  he  and  his 
excellent  wife  are  active  meinlwi'S  of  the  Piesbv- 
terian  Chur<*h  at  Brighton.  He  raises  excellent 
stock  and  makes  a  specialty  of  Shropshire  laml)s. 
He  has  ninety-seven  acres  of  land  which  he  has 
himself  cleared  and  improved. 


^ ^aWS^ 


OBEHT  C.  MARSHALL.  The  owner  of 
the  finely-cultivated  tmct  of  land  on  sec- 
^^  tions  33  and  34,  Unadilla  Township,  Liv- 
"^  ingston  County 4  is  he  whose  name  is  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  is  a  son  of  Archibald 
and  Margaret  M.  (Craig)  Marshall,  both  natives  of 
Scotland,  the  former  a  weaver  by  trade.  They  were 
married  in  their  native  land,  and  there  resided 
until  1833,  when  they  came  to  America  and  settled 
at  Tarryville.  Conn.,  remaining  there  until  1838. 
Thence  they  removed  to  Michigan  and  settled  on 
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the  farm  which  our  subject  now  owns.  At  first  it 
comprised  but  fifty-six  acres  of  wild  land.  Archi- 
bald Mai*shall  here  built  a  small  frame  house  and 
1)egan  the  work  of  tilling  the  soil,  it  l>eiu^  his  first 
agricultural  experience. 

Either  our  subject's  father  was  endowed  with 
extraordinary  ability  as  a  farmer  or  nature  smiled 
u|>on  his  efforts,  for  beginning  with  so  little,  he 
was  the  owner  of  three  hundred  acres  of  g(H>d  land 
before  his  death,  and  had  one  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  under  cultivation,  lie  died  in  18(56,  at  the 
jige  of  sixty-six  yeai*s.  His  wife,  our  subject's 
mother,  passed  away  in  1888,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine  veal's.  They  were  the  parent*^  of  six  children, 
two  only  living  at  the  present  time.  The  religious 
training  received  by  our  subject  in  his  youth  was 
that  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  his  parents  l>eing 
meml>ei's  of  that  l)ody,  the  father  being  a  lil)eral 
supporter  of  gospel  work.  Politically  he  was  an 
active  Republican,  and  his  judgment  was  recog- 
nized as  superior  in  the  county  in  governmental 
affairs.  In  1859  he  was  Supervisor  of  the  town- 
ship of  Tnadilla. 

Although  physically  a  small  man,  of  delicate 
mold,  Archilmld  Marshall  was  a  success  as  a 
farmer;  not  that  he  employed  so  much  physical 
strengh  in  his  work,  i-ather  bringing  fine  manage- 
ment to  his  aid  in  carrying  on  his  farm,  lie  gave 
his  children  the  l)est  possible  educjitional  advant- 
ages that  could  l)e  obtained, especial  1,\;  the  younger 
ones.  Our  subject  was  l)orn  .Inly  29.  1838.  The 
phice  of  his  nativity  was  in  Connecticut,  and  he 
was  lx>ni  shortly  after  the  family  arrived  in  Amer- 
ica.  He  was  five  yeai*s  old  when  his  parent*^  came 
to  Michigan.  He  distinctly  remembei-s  the  In- 
dians and  the  plenitude  of  game,  both  large  and 
9«mall.  His  jwirent**  were  very  poor  on  coming 
liere,  and  had  Uy  borrow  money  to  Iniy  Hour, 
|)ork,  etc. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  received  a  me^vgre 
district-schcx>l  education,  beginning  to  help  on  the 
farm  as  soon  su^  he  could  do  anything.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  twenty-six  years  of  iige,  in 
the  winters  working  out  by  the  day.  In  1859  Mr. 
Marshall  started  for  Pike's  Peak,  a  party  of  right 
setting  out  >vith  one  team.  About  onr  hundred 
miles  west  of    Ft.  Kearney    they    joined    a    large 


train  and  went  through  to  Placerville,  Cal..  it  tak- 
ing five  months  to  make  the  trip.  Our  subject 
started  out  for  work  on  the  middle  fork  of  the 
American  River,  and  there  worked  for  a  company 
at  %i)i)  |jer  month  and  his  board,  remaining  with 
them  for  two  months,  at  which  time  he  set  out  to 
work  for  himself  and  did  very  well,  in  the  spring 
he  went  to  A'irginia  City,  Nev.,  and  was  there  en- 
gaged in  mining  for  four  years.  It  was  a  success- 
ful trip  financially,  and  our  subject  came  Imck  to 
home  with  an  enlarged  experience  and  richer  in 
pocket. 

In  1866  Mr.  Mai-shall  united  his  fate  for  l)etter 
or  worse  with  that  of  Miss  lk;lle  Barrett,  a  daugh- 
ter of  William   Bari*ett,  an   Englishman,  who  later 
l>ecame   a   resident   of  this   State.     Mi-s.  Marshall 
was  l>orn  in  1846,  and  died  in  August,  1880.     She 
was  the  mother  of  two  children — William  B.  and 
Frederick.    The  oldest  son  was  married  to  Sarah  L. 
Hopkins,  and  resides  on  the  farm  with  his  father; 
he  is  the  parent  of  one  child.     In    Octolwr,  1883, 
Ml*.  Marshall  again  married,  his   bride   l)eing  Miss 
Betsey  Denton,  a  daughter  of  David  S.  and  I^ura 
(Hunt)  Denton,  the  fin-mer  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  the  latter  of  MassachusetK     David    Denton 
came  to  Michig}in  in  1836.  and  settled  at  Ann  Ar- 
l)or.     His  marriage  occurred  here  when  he  and  his 
wife  located  in  Unadilla  Township,  on  section  33, 
after  it  had  Iwen   slightly   improved.     He   died  in 
1882.  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years.     Mi-s.   Den- 
ton still  survives  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years, 
and  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter,  !Mrs.  Mar- 
shall, who  is  one    of  six  childi*en,  four   of  whom 
are  living.     Mrs.  Mai'shall  was  born    February    13, 
1848,  on  the  old  homestead.     She  received  a  good 
education  and  .spent  one  year  at  the  Ypsilanti  Nor- 
mal Scli(K)l.     The    union    of  our   subjei't  and  his 
present  wife  has  not  l)een  blessed  with    issue.     Mr. 
Mai'shall    owns   three    hundred    and   one  acres  of 
land,  one    hundred    and    fifty    acre>    of  which    is 
under  cultivation.     He  devotes  himself  to  general 
farming,  and  keeps  a  high  grade  of  stCK»k.     Their 
(•lunch    relations   are    of  the    Methodist  Episcopal 
den<munation.     Socially    oui'   subject    has  l>een  a 
meml>er  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows 
and  the  Masonic  fraternity;  he  also  belongs  to  tht^ 
(iood  Templai*s.     Kver  keenly  interested   in   poli- 
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tics,  he  is  an  ardent  Republican.  For  many  years 
he  has  been  an  advocate  of  temperance  principles. 
Mr.  Marshall's  many  friends  regret  that  for  the 
past  four  years  he  has  been  a  great  sufferer  from 
ill  health.  The  owner  of  a  finely  improved  farm, 
he  has  added  to  its  value  by  thorough  underdrain- 
ing  and  adding  extra  buildings. 


|-y)REDERICK   MATHER.     All    the     nearest 

M^  and  dearest  associations  of  a  lifetime  are, 
1^  for  our  subject,  connected  with  the  State 
in  which  he  resides  and  the  greater  portion  of  liis 
life  has  been  spent  upon  the  farm  of  which  he  is 
now  proprietor.  It  is  located  on  sections  19  and 
20,  Handy  Township,  Livingston  County,  and 
comprises  one  hundred  and  twenty- five  acre.**  of 
very  fine  arable  land.  Mr.  Mather  was  born  in 
Washtenaw  County,  this  State,  in  183;>.  He  is  the 
son  of  Calvin  and  Marilla  (Newcomh)  Mather, 
natives  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  res|jec- 
tively  and  who  came  to  Micliigan  in  1833  as  pio- 
neers, settling  in  the  township  of  Scio,  WashU*naw 
County,  where  they  were  among  the  first  to  find 
their  way  through  the  forests  to  a  liabitable  place 
in  that  county. 

When  our  subject's  ])arents  came  to  this  State 
the  present  l)eautifiil  city  of  Ann  Arbor,  which 
justly  takes  such  pride  in  its  hotels  and  line  build- 
ings as  well  as  its  magnificent  colleges,  at  that  time 
boasted  only  a  log  house  which  served  a«  an  hotel, 
so  thnt  their  first  impression  of  the  country  was  at 
Icnst  not  misleading.  They  knew  what  they  must 
exj)ect  and  were  brave  enough  to  face  the  inevit- 
ahle  with  the  determination  only  to  concjuer  all 
dilliculties.  In  18r)4  thev  removed  to  this  town- 
ship  and  county  and  settled  on  the  farm  which 
their  son  now  operate^s.  There  they  lived  until 
their  decease,  the  father  passing  away  in  188;');  the 
mother,  in  1872, 

Realizing  the  importance  of  good  thoroughfares 
Mr.  Mather,  Sr.  as  a  man  of  advanced  ideas  upon 
the  subject,  was  appointed  to  the  responsible  posi- 
tion of  Road  Commissioner  and  maintained  that 


place  for  many  3'ears.  He  was  also  Township 
Treasurer.  The  Democratic  principles  of  "I'nde 
Cal",  as  he  was  generally  called  b3'  his  friends 
were  of  the  most  pronounced  tyjje.  He  was  a 
stanch  believer  in  the  sovereign  rights  of  State 
and  the  red  ta|>e  employed  in  monopolies  and 
trades  unions  of  the  present  day  is  enough  to 
make  the  loyal  old  gentleman  turn  over  in  his 
grave.  He  was  known  and  respected  b3'  all  in  the 
county  as  a  man  of  strong  personal  charm  as  well 
as  sterling  worth.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandsii-e 
was  Josiah  Mather,  a  tiller  of  the  soil  in  the  East- 
ern States  and  his  father  was  a  gentleman  of  the 
cloth — the  Rev.  Moses  Mather,  a  native  of  England 
and  a  representative  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in 
which  his  son  Josiah  was  a  Deacon  and  to  whom 
belongs  the  credit  and  honor  of  having  founded 
the  Ogden  Church  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.  Our 
subject's  maternal  grandparents  were  David  and 
Polly  (Price)  Newcomb,  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  father  wjis  a  drover  by  calling  and  served  in 
the  War  of  1 8 1 2. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  are  writing  received 
his  education  in  his  native  county.  Pi'acticallv  he 
wjis  educated  as  a  farmer.  He  came  to  this  place 
with  his  parents  and  has  ever  since  lived  on  the 
old  h<miestead.  Of  six  children  l)oni  to  his  par-  * 
ents  five  (mly  are  now  living.  They  are  in  order 
of  hirth  Frances,  who  is  now  Mi*s.  Judd;  our  suK 
ject;  Wesley  N.,  who  died  during  the  war;  Jane, 
whose  present  name  is  Mrs.  Church;  Ellen  now  Mrs. 
Culver  and  Harriet,  who  married  a  Mr.  Richter. 
He  of  wlumi  we  write  is  a  useful  and  important 
meml>er  of  society  in  Handy  Township.  There  is, 
however,  (me  direction  in  which  he  has  failed  to 
observe  Si'riptural  advice,  and  that  is  that  it  is  not 
good  for  man  to  he  alone. 

Devoting  himself  to  general  agricultui*e  Mr. 
Mather  pays  special  attention  to  the  raising  of 
ciiltle.  sheep  and  hogs.  His  farm  is  a  very  l>eauti- 
ful  example  of  what  agricultural  life  may  be  hi 
the  fertile  lands  of  the  Wolverine  State.  Having 
no  family  of  his  own  the  interests  of  our  subject 
arc  niturally  much  bound  up  in  those  of  his 
brothers  and  sislei-s.  His  youngest  sister  Harriet 
previous  to  her  marriage  taught  school  for  some 
time,  having  been  carefully  educated  and  fitted  for. 
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the  work.  She  now  has  a  very  happy  home  in 
which  are  three  children — Floyd,  Gladys  and 
Frederick.  The  last  named  is  engaged  as  a  teacher, 
and  Floyd,  who  is  a  fine  musician  with  an  unusual 
amount  of  natural  talent,  is  engaged  in  teaching 
that  beautiful  art.  Mr.  Mather's  family  are  among 
the  best  of  the  county,  ranking  high  both  socially 
and  from  a  monetary  standpoint.  They  have 
good,  substantial  buildings  upon  their  place  and 
a  beautiful  orchard  that  yields  an  abundant  crop 
of  fruit. 


i-^*?i 


'd#ft' 


^mim 


'^       ON.  AI:GU8TUS  F.  FERGUSON  was  born 
May  3,    1847,  in  the   township  of  Delhi, 


Ingham  County,  where  he  spent  the  first 
twenty-four  years  of  his  life.  Up  to  his 
eighteenth  year  he  was  engaged  in  working  on  his 
father's  farm  and  in  attending  the  district  school, 
but  when  he  had  reached  that  age  he  attended 
Prof.  Olds'  Academy  at  Lansing,  after  which  he  was 
engaged  in  the  study  of  medicine  for  two  yeai-s  in 
the  capital  city  with  Dr.  B.  F.  Bailey.  He  at- 
tended a  course  of  lectures  in  the  winter  of  1868- 
69  at  the  University  of  Michigan  and  became 
thoroughly  prepared  for  the  active  practice  of  his 
profession. 

Our  subject  first  located  at  Okemos,  where  he 
practiced  for  a  while  before  entering  the  Michigan 
Homeopathic  College  at  Lansing  from  which  he 
graduated  with  the  degi-ee  of  M.  D.  in  1872.  Re- 
turning to  Okemos  he  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession  and  six  years  after  finishing  his 
medical  studies  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
brother,  J.  \V.  Ferguson,  M.  D.,  who  had  just  grad- 
uated from  the  Homeopathic  Hospital  College  of 
Cleveland,  Ohio.  This  proved  to  be  a  very  happy 
union  and  the  brothers  continued  together  until 
1889.  Dr.  Ferguson  has  always  had  a  bent  for 
political  life,  being  an  enthusiastic  Democrat.  In 
1889  he  was  a  candidate  on  the  Democratic  ticket 
for  Representative  to  the  Legislature  and  was  elec- 
ted by  a  large  majority,  running  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  votes  ahead  of  his  ticket  in  his  own  town- 


ship. During  the  first  session  of  his  legislative 
career  he  introduced  thirteen  bills,  the  majority  of 
which  became  laws.  Among  the  number  was  tha 
anti-trust  bill,  which  had  for  its  object  the  preven- 
tion of  combination  by  any  two  or  more  individ- 
uals for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  price  of  any 
commodity,  excepting  therefrom  farm  products. 

Dr.  Ferguson's  eflficient  work  in  the  interest  of 
the  agricultural  class  made  him  appreciated  by  his 
constituency  and  he  was  re-nominated  for  a  second 
term  and  was  elected  by  an  increased  majority. 
During  the  session  of  1891,  Mr.  Ferguson  intro- 
duced seventeen  bills  and  two  joint  resolutions, 
among  which  was  a  bill  providing  for  a  uniformity 
of  text  books  in  the  public  schools,  and  a  medical 
bill  to  raise  the  standard  of  medical  education,  also 
a  bill  to  consolidate  the  boards  of  penal  institutions 
of  the  State,  reducing  the  number  from  thirty-two 
to  eight,  a  bill  making  {provision  for  the  Bertillion 
system  for  the  identification  of  criminals,  one  to 
provide  a  signal  in  all  places  where  the  railroad 
track  is  obscured  and  one  changing  the  test  of 
kerosene  oil  from  one  hundred  and  twenty  degrees 
"flash  test"  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  degrees  "fire 
test."  It  is  estimated  that  this  last-named  bill  will 
save  the  people  of  Michigan  alx)ut  $300,000  a  year 
and  at  the  same  time  secure  them  a  better  grade  of 
oil. 

While  Dr.  Ferguson  was  a  legislator,  he  was  ac- 
tively engaged  on  several  important  committees 
and  was  tendered  the  chairmanship  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Ways  and  Means,  the  most  important  posi- 
tion of  the  House,  but  declined.  He  was,  however. 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Health  and 
also  on  the  Committee  of  Municipal  CoriX)ra turns. 
Upper  Peninsula  Mining  Schools,  Mines  and 
Minerals  and  Northern  Asylums.  He  has  always 
enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  leadei^s  of  his  party 
in  Ingham  County. 

Dr.  Ferguson  wjis  happily  married  in  1871  to 
Miss  Kate  Hammond,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  S.  W. 
Hammond,  a  prominent  physician  of  Mason,  this 
State.  Two  children  have  blest  this  union — 
Charles,  who  is  a  promising  youth  of  fifteen  years 
of  age,  and  Robert,  a  merry  lad  of  five  years.  Dr. 
Ferguson  is  a  member  of  the  Farmei*s'  Alliance 
and  is  proud  of  Iwlonging  to  the  Agricultural  fra- 
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ternitv.  He  is  the  owner  of  two  farms,  one  com- 
prising  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section 
•15,  and  one  of  forty  acres  on  section  33,  in  Meridian 
Township.  These  farms  are  well  improved  and 
used  principally  for  stock-raising.  In  imrtnei'ship 
with  his  brother,  he  is  interested  in  raising  stand- 
ard-bred trotting  horses.  They  have  a  private 
one-half  mile  track  on  which  their  horses  are 
tmined.  Dr.  Ferguson  owns  twenty-seven  well-bred 
animals  and  is  also  interested  with  his  brotlier  in 
several  more.  He  also  has  a  half  interest  in  the  gen- 
eral mercantile  business  of  John  Ferguson  k  Sons 
of  Okemos  and  sti*ange  to  say  finds  time  in  which  to 
engage  in  the  pmctice  of  his  i)rofession  in  which 
he  has  gained  an  enviable  reputation. 

Our  subject  comes  from  a  family  of  Sc'olcli  de- 
scent. His  father,  John  Ferguson,  who  is  a  retired 
farmer  and  meix?hant,  was  born  in  Ontario,  Canada, 
in  1816,  and  wime  to  t!ie  TnittKl  States  when  about 
twenty-two  yeai*s  old.  He  located  in  Delhi  Town- 
ship in  1841  since  which  time  he  has  resided  in  the 
county.  He  has  passed  through  nil  the  hardships 
incident  to  pioneer  life,  but  has  been  prospered  in 
business.  He  has  l)een  honored  by  electicm  to 
various  township  offices  and  is  well  known  in  Ing- 
ham Countv.  His  father,  also  named  .lohn.  was  a 
native  of  Vermont  and  wils  born  in  1740.  lie 
removed  to  (,'anada  in  an  early  day.  Robert,  the 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  wns  also  a  native 
of  Vermont,  but  went  to  Canada. 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  the  lion.  Mr.  Ferguson 
appears  in  connection  with  this  notice. 
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v>  IIAKLKS  A.  IIOLLISTEH.     To  be  the  son 


of  a  pioneer  is  cf)nsidered  an  honorable  dis- 
tinction in  Livinirston  (*ounty,  and  when 
that  pioneer  was  one  who  built  u|)  the  community 
along  educational  and  religious  lines,  and  thus  did 
efTective  work  for  all  who  came  within  the  sphere 
of  his  influence,  it  is  an  added  cause  for  congrat- 
ulation.  The  Rev.  Algernon  S.  Hollister.  who  was  a 
native  of  Vermont,  lK)rn  .lanuary  2H,  179H,  was  an 
Kpiscopal  minister  and  a  scholarly  man,  who  at  an 


earlv  dav  established  a  select  school  in  Trov,  Oak- 
land  Countv. 

-Vrchilwild  Hollister,  the  grandfather  of  our  sul> 
ject,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  was  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut and  was  descended  from  John  Hollister  of 
Kngland,  who  settled  in  Connecticut  in  1742. 
His  son  Algernon  entered  the  ministry  about  the 
year  1823,  and  was  one  of  the  early  missionary 
clergymen  of  Michigan,  coming  hither  in  1835  and 
locating  in  the  town  of  Troy,  In  1845  he  removed 
to  Oreen  Oak  Township,  where  he  lived  until  his 
death,  January  4,  1856.  His  beloved  and  faithful 
>>ife,  who  lM)re  the  maiden  name  of  Annie  Teall, 
survived  him  for  nmny  years  and  died  in  1885  at 
the  age  of  eighty-four. 

Our  subject,  who  was  lx)rn  February  7,  1825,  at 
Paris  Hill,  Oneida  Countv,  N.  Y.,  is  the  third  child 
in  a  family  of  five  scms  and  two  daughters,  six  of 
whom  are  still  living.  He  wju*  ten  years  old  when 
his  parent>  removed  to  Michigan  and  has  therefore 
s[)cnt  most  of  his  life  in  the  Wolverine  Stat^  and 
recciyed  his  education  first  in  the  village  school 
of  Troy  and  afterward  in  his  father's  select  school, 
where  were  educated  a  numl)er  of  men  who  have 
since  Ix'come  leaders  in  Michigan.  He  remained 
in  school  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty,  after 
which  lu'  taught  six  t^rms  and  it  was  in  1847 
when  he  purchased  the  farm  where  he  now  i"eside> 
on  section  11),  (ireen  Oak  Township,  this  county, 
which  had  then  only  about  seven  acres  cleared 
of  the  primeval  forest. 

The  bride  whom  Mr.  Hollister  took  to  his  home 
in  June,  185(1,  was  Kliza  J.  Miller,  of  Troy  Town- 
ship, Oakland  County,  and  after  marriage  the 
young  couple  settled  uf)on  the  farm  which  is  still 
the  family  home.  Sinct*  that  time  there  has  been 
steady  progress  in  the  condition  of  this  pro[x*rty 
and  hard  work  h:vs  l)een  done  u|>on  it.  It  is  now 
entirely  free  from  timl)er  with  the  exception  of 
fifty  acres,  and  is  in  a  highly  improved  condition. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hollister  consider  the  children  who 
have  blessed  their  home  as  the  richest  blessings 
which  have  been  vouchsafed  to  them,  and  the  onlv 
clouds  that  have  rested  upon  this  family  have 
been  through  the  death  of  two  of  its  nienil)ei*s. 
The  oldest  daughter.  Marietta,  is  now  the  wife  of 
Hubert  Twit<'hell,  a  farmer  in  Hamburg  Township; 
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Millard  weut  West  in  1875  and  died  at  Boise 
City,  Idaho;  Joseph  M.  also  went  West  in  1881 
and  located  in  the  same  city,  where  he  is  now 
established  in  business;  Annie  has  passed  from 
earth;  Hattie  married  Walter  J.  Scott,  and  lives  m 
Salem,  Mich.;  and  Bessie  and  Grace  are  still  under 
the  parental  roof. 

The  political  record  of  Mr.  HoUister  has  been 
along  natural  lines,  as  he  was  fii*st  a  Whig  and 
easily  drifted  into  the  Republican  party,  and  as  he 
has  always  been  most  earnest  in  his  advocacy  of 
tempemnce  movements,  he  has  now  become  a  Pro- 
hibitionist, lie  has  held  various  minor  offices 
within  the  gift  of  the  people  of  his  township,  and 
l»oth  he  and  his  wife  are  active  and  efficient  mem- 
bei^s  of  the  Episcopal  Church  at  Hamburg.  Upon 
his  two  hundred  and  seven  acres  of  land  he  raises 
almost  all  kinds  of  stock  and  is  successful  in  all 
liis  undei-takings.  His  ability  and  character  are 
such  as  to  earn  for  him  the  esteem  and  regard  of 
all    who.  know    him. 


^^>^¥r<m 


fEY.  ALFRED  ALLEN.  In  nothing  does 
the  thoughtful  biographer  luke  more  plea^i- 
ure  than  in  recounting  the  life  story  of  a 
venerable  minister  of  the  cross  who  has  done 
pioneer  service  in  the  interest  of  humanity  and 
Christianity  and  is  now  patiently  waiting  for  the 
great  change  which  will  take  him  to  his  reward. 
Among  the  citizens  of  Williamstown  Township, 
Ingham  County,  we  are  gratified  to  recount  the 
history  of  this  aged  minister  of  the  Methodist 
Church  and  a  member  of  the  Detroit  conference, 
whose  name  we  have  just  given. 

Dr.  Samuel  C.  Allen,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  when  quite  young 
went  to  Pennsylvania  and  was  there  united  in 
marriage  with  Julia  Ann  Bicking.  Unto  them  were 
lK)m  eleven  children  namely:  Alfred,  Amanda, 
Catherine,  Pennington,  James  P.,  Sarah,  El izal)eth. 
(ieorge  A.,  Samuel,  Franklin  and  John  W. 

In  1831  the  ])arent«of  our  subject  came  to  Mich- 


igan and  settled  in  Macomb  County,  where  wolves, 
deer  and  bears  abounded.  Dr.  Allen  settled  on  a 
farm  but  as  he  desired  to  continue  practicing  his 
profession  for  which  he  had  been  educated  in  Phil- 
adelphia, he  removed  to  Parkston,  Oakland  County, 
where  for  a  number  of  years  he  enjoyed  an  excel- 
lent prac»tice.  He  made  his  final  home  at  Byron, 
Shiawassee  Countv,  where  both  he  and  his  wife  died 
and  were  deepl}'  mourned  especially  by  their  co- 
laborei's  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to 
which  they  had  long  belonged.  He  was  a  Master 
Mason  and  highly  honored  in  his  order. 

Alfred  Allen  was  bom  February  8,  1819,  in 
Brandy  wine  Township,  Chester  Count  v,  Pa.,  and 
in  his  childhood  wandered  upon  the  banks  of  the 
beautiful  stream  for  which  this  township  was 
named.  At  the  age  of  twelve  yeai*s  he  came  to 
Michigan  where  he  rofleived  a  common-school  ed- 
ucation and  after  reaching  his  majority  he  1)egau 
work  as  a  local  minister.  He  also  taught  in  the 
district  schools  and  in  1843  was  received  on  trial 
in  Conference,  becoming  a  meml>er  of  that  body 
two  yeai-s  later.  His  first  circuit  was  in  Flint  Cir- 
cuit,  Genesee  County,  and  from  there  he  went  to 
White  Lake. 

In  1 852  our  subject  located  at  Ann  Arbor,where  he 
attended  a  coui-se  of  medical  lectures,  as  his  own  fra- 
ilty of  health  had  led  him  to  an  interest  in  this  sulv 
ject.  Having  regained  his  health  he  resumed  the 
ministry  in  1856, and  followed  it  until  1877  when  he 
made  his  home  in  Williamstown  and  engaged  in 
the  hardware  business.  In  1889  he  sold  out  his 
business  to  Mr.  Charles  AVilliams  having  previously 
parted  with  his  farm  of  forty  acres.  He  now  owns 
a  fine  residence  on  High  Street  in  Williamstown. 

The  marriage  of  Rev.  Mr.  Allen  in  1841)  united 
him  with  the  ladv  of  his  choice,  who  has  been 
through  life  his  true  companion  and  helpmate. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Ix)uisa  J.  Hartwell  and  her 
father  was  J.  M.  Hartwell  for  whom  llartwellville, 
Shiawassee  County,  was  named.  One  child  has 
blessed  this  union — Dell  ^1. — who  is  now  ^Irs. 
George  Penock  of  Williamstown.  Mr.  Allen  has 
been  an  influential  member  of  the  Mascmic  order 
and  in  his  early  days  he  was  attached  tc>  the  Whiir 
party  and  afterward  tiiinstVrred  his  allegiance  to 
the  young  Republican  party,  but  he  now  esteems 
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the  liquor  questiou    the   great    iK)int   in    political 
debate  and  has  enrolled  him^lf  among  the  Prohi- 


bitionists. 
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ROF.  W.  A.  JOHNSON.  One  of  the  ix'cu- 
liar  products  of  our  modem  civilization  and 
an  outgrowth  of  our  modern  methodf^  of  do- 
ing business  is  the  l)usiness  college.  There 
is  so  much  greater  demand  for  the  help  which  may 
he  rendered  by  young  men  and  women  in  these 
days  than  formerly,  that  it  is  necessary  to  give  them 
an  acquaintance  with  the  methods  of  doing  busi- 
ness, so  that  when  they  are  put  in  i)Ositions  of  re- 
sponsibility they  may  more  readily  fall  into  the 
routine  of  work.  It  is  not  claimed  that  the  busi- 
ness college  makes  a  business  man,  !)Ut  it  opens  his 
eves  to  see  what  is  to  1h»  done  and  lits  his  hand  t4> 
the  work.  Practical  experience  nuisl  do  the  rest 
of  the  work  and  will  do  it  if  supj>iemeiited  by  a 
(|uick  brain  and  willing  hand. 

The  proprietor  of  the  Interlake  Business  Col- 
lege of  Uinsing,  was  lx>rn  March  T).  1851,  at  (larks- 
field,  Huron  County,  Ohio.  His  father,  the  Rev. 
L.  S.Johnson,  was  born  in  Northamptonshire,  Kng- 
land,  in  IHIU,  and  came  to  America  when  n  boy  of 
twelve.  The  grandfather,  William,  was  a  native 
of  North  Buckley,  England.  an<l  was  a  line  work- 
man  in  his  line,  Ining  a  successful  eabinet-niaker, 
contractor  and  builder,  and  he  during  his  lifetime 
accumulated  a  large  properly.  In  \H'M  he  removed 
to  this  country  and  located  in  Kssex  County,  N.  Y., 
where  lie  had  the  misfortune  to  contract  the  aiiue. 
which  decided  him  lo  remove  from  that  locality. 
He  brought  liis  family  to  Ohio,  where  he  died  about 
the  time  they  arrived  at  Cleveland,  leaving  hi>  wife 
with  five  children  in  an  almost  destitute  condition, 
as  he  had  lost  his  ])r<>})erty.  This  brave  woman 
struggled  through  the  task  of  rearing  her  children 
in  the  midst  of  poverty,  and  lived  to  be  over  ninety 
yeai*s  old  before  her  death  which  took  place  in 
Avon,  Lorain  County.  Ohio. 

The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the 
eldest  of  this  family  and   therefore   upon  him  fell 


the  brunt  of  the  burden  of  helping  his  mother  in 
her  effort**  to  8upj>ort  the  family,  and  his  opportu- 
nities for  education  wei*e  consequently  exceedingly 
limited,  but  he  [)ersevei*ed  in  his  efforts  to  gain 
learning,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  tjegan  teaching. 
He  was  intensely  religious  in  his  character  and 
early  l)ecame  a  preacher  of  the  (ios[)el,  receiving  a 
licenst*  from  the  North  Ohio  Conference  to  which 
he  was  admitted  at  the  age  of  twenty,  and  there 
renmined  a  meml»er  for  forty  years. 

The  Hev.  Mr.  Johnson  preached  at  many  points 
all  through  Northern  Ohio  and  held  an  im}>ortaut 
|)osition  in  the  Con/ei*ence.  He  was  a  strong  Abo- 
litionist and  was  one  of  a  notable  four  who  with- 
stood pro-slavery  resolutions  when  introduced  into 
the  Conference  and  voted  st4»adfastly  against  them. 
11  is  last  ycjirs  were  sjwut  u\H)n  his  farm,  and  he 
died  there  in  Fairfield  Township,  Huron  County, 
Ohio,  in  the  month  of  Octolier,  1887,  and  was  laid 
to  rest  in  the  beautiful  cemetery  of  Mt.  HojH»,  at 
Lansiui^. 

Sareptvji  B.  Stickney  was  the  maiden  name  of  the 
wife  of  the  Hev.  Mr.  Johnson.  Her  birthplac^e  was 
in  Lorain  County,  Ohio,  and  her  father,  Albin 
Stickney,  was  born  in  Cornwall,  Vt.,  in  the  year 
17H(),  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  American  Army 
during  the  War  of  1812.  The  Western  fever  had 
its  effect  upon  him  at  an  early  date  and  in  18L5  he 
located  in  Madison  County,  Ohio,  and  thenct*  re- 
moved to  Avon.  Lorain  County,  where  he  settled 

* 

upon  a  farm  and  resided  until  his  death.  He  was 
a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  character, 
being  possessed  of  unfailing  industry  and  ]iei*se- 
verance,  true  moral  integrity  and  honesty  of  pur- 
pose', lie  accumulated  a  large  property  and  w^:ui  a 
money  loaiier.  but  such  were  his  convictions  of 
right  and  wrong  that  when  money  every  where  was 
commanding  ten  or  twelve  i)ercent.  he  never  asked 
nor  would  receive  a  cent  more  than  six  |)er  cent. 
This  ifood  man  passerl  to  his  heavenly  reward. 
February  7.  1HH7.  Ilis  wife,  who  was  born  in 
Tyringhain,  Mass..  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Clar- 
issa  Moon. 

The  Stickney  family  is  notable  in  the  early  an- 
nals of  our  country.  a>  its  fii*st  meml.K»r  came  to 
America  in  UUM.  His  nanie  was  William  and  he 
was  born    in  Frampton.  in   the  Parish  of  Stickney 
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ill  Lancashire,  lie  located  at  Rowle}',  Mas8.,  and 
there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  His  son, 
Amos,  who  was  also  born  in  England  about  the 
year  1635,  set  up  the  fii'st  fulling-mill  in  America. 
He  lived  in  Newbury,  Mass.,  and  his  son  Benjamin 
was  the  father  of  Joseph,  whose  son  Moses  was 
l)om  in  Boxford  and  served  through  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  dying  in  Springfield,  Vt.  His  son 
Lemuel,  who  was  born  in  Boxford  and  died  in 
Franklin,  N.  Y.,  was  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject. Mrs.  Sarepta  Johnson  now  i*esides  with  her 
^*on  in  I^nsing  and  is  the  mother  of  five  children. 

The  brother  and  sisters  of  our  subject  are: 
A.  VV.,  the  head  of  the  Samuel  Lilbum  Com- 
pany, dealers  in  l)utt^r  and  eggs  at  Ottumwa, 
Iowa;  Cory  K.,  who  died  in  1887;  Clara,  now 
Mi's.  Carmli,  a  graduate  of  the  National  Nor- 
mal School  at  l^banon,()hio,  and  Ada  S.,  who  i^<  a 
stenograplicr  and  typewriter  for  K.  Bemenl  «fe  Sons, 
of  lousing,  liaving  graduated  at  the  Int^rlake 
Business  College.  Mrs.  Carroll  lias  had  an  exten- 
sive ex|)erience  as  a  tt*acher  in  the  South  and  East 
and  now  has  charge  of  the  Normal  Department  of 
the  Interlake  Business  College,  l)eing  a  proficient 
in  stenography  and  tyix'writing  and  one  of  the 
finest  Normal  teachers  in  the  State. 

The  subject  of  this  sket<*h  s|>ent  his  Imiiood  in 
Northern  Ohio,  wherever  his  father  was  located  at 
the  time  as  a  pi-eacher  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  he 
attended  the  Western  Reserve  College  for  a  year, 
and  liecame  a  fluent  reader  of  (ireek  and  Latin, 
having  begun  the  study  of  I-rfitin  at  the  age  of  ten 
years.  When  at  the  age  of  thii'teen  he  removed 
with  the  family  to  Milan,  he  engaged  to  work 
through  the  summer  in  StoweV  Nursery,  but  after 
his  father  settled  u|X)n  the  farm  in  Fairfield  he  had 
a  more  certain  abiding  place  through  the  rest  of 
his  l)ovhood,  and  studied  at  home,  usinir  all  his 
leisure  in  the  pui'suit  of  the  sciences  and  the  lan- 
guages, and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  he  was  pre- 
paivd  to  teach.  He  t<jok  an  additional  term  at  the 
Westeni  Reserve  Normal  School  and  then  having 
jMissed  an  examination,  began  teaching  at  Republic. 
Seneca  Countv,  Ohio. 

The  fii'st  endeavor  of  the  young  teacher  was 
made  in  a  district  sc-hool,  where  he  taught  six  days 
in  the  week  and  *'boarded   around."     Being  the 


eldest  son  of  the  family  he  had  heavy  responsibil- 
ity in  the  carrying  on  of  the  farm,  and  while  he 
was  away  teaching  he  employed  a  man  in  his  place. 
At  that  time  he  received  $40  a  month,  and  although 
paying  a  man  he  managed  to  save  $100,  the  first 
considerable  sum  of  money  he  ever  possessed.  The 
next  summer  he  worked  on  his  father's  farm  and  in 
the  fall  undertook  the  '"toughest'*  school  in  Huron 
County.  In  this  Hartland  Center  School  a  "free 
fight"  was  precipitated  by  a  rebellious  pupil  within 
the  first  five  days,  but  the  teacher  most  eflPeotually 
subdued  the  mutiny  and  after  that  jjeaee  reigned 
supreme  and  it  was  a  most  successful  session. 

In  1870  Mr.  Johnson  went  West,  stopping  in 
Vermillion  County,  III.,  at  State  Line  City;  there 
he  took  employment  upon  a  farm  until  October,  at 
$22.50  per  month,  after  which  he  passed  examina- 
tion and  taught  for  six  months  at  Marysville  in 
that  county.  The  next  summer  he  engaged  in 
training  standard-bred  horses  in  which  avocation 
he  was  successful  financiallv.  He  thus  alternated 
teaching  in  the  winter  with  business  in  the  summer, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1872  engaged  in  buying  and 
shipping  corn,  and  did  well  in  it.  During  that 
spring  he  joined  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  at 
Blue  Grass  City.  In  the  fall  of  1872  he  went  as 
far  north  as  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  worked  in  the 
harvest  field  at  Farmington,  Dakota  Count^N  Minn., 
ojK? rating  a  Marsh  harvester  and  thresher,  and 
somewhat  later  he  returned  to  Ohio. 

In  1873  Mr.  Johnson  came  to  Michigan  And  lo- 
cated in  Lansing  Township,  where  his  father  had 
over  one  hundred  acres  of  wild  land,  and  where 
the  young  man  engaged  to  cut  off  the  timber  from 
forty  or  fifty  acres  and  sell  it  to  the  Lake  Shore 
d?  Michigan  Southeni  Railroad.  While  doing 
this  lumbering  he  kept  Imchelor's  hall  and  remained 
here  until  1874,  when  he  returned  to  Ohio  and 
taught  through  the  winter  in  the  home  school.  In 
March  of  the  following  year  he  went  to  Texas, 
journeying  by  the  Ohio  River  to  Memphis  and  then 
crossing  Arkansas  on  hoi"seback.  He  went  there 
expecting  to  go  into  the  sheep  business,  and  he  ex- 
plored the  grand  prairie  at  Duval's  Blufif.  Ark.,  and 
then  went  <m  to  Dallas,  Texas,  and  from  there  to 
Ft.  Worth.  There  he  fitted  out  with  others  for  an 
expedition  and  went  to  the  vicinity  of  the   Kio 
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Grande  some  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles  distant 
in  Western  Texas.  At  that  time  the  Mexicans  and 
Indians  were  raiding  the  frontier.  They  remained 
there  three  or  four  months  and  at  one  time  he  rode 
nine  hundred  miles  in  eighteen  days,  and  having 
lost  the  pack  pony  which  carried  their  provisions 
the  party  was  obliged  to  go  thirty-six  hours  with- 
out food. 

Having  thoroughly  explored  the  State  he  came 
North  in  June,  1875,  passing  through  the  Indian 
Territory,  and  after  reaching  Iowa  purchased  a 
st«am  thresher,  which  was  the  first  one  ever  intro- 
duced into  Clayton  County,  Iowa.  He  operated  it 
near  McGregor,  that  county,  and  threshed  that 
fall  over  fifty  thousand  bushels  of  grain.  Again 
he  taught  through  the  winter  and  in  the  spring  of 
1876  returned  to  Ohio,  and  in  Ashland  County 
became  acquainted  with  the  lady  who  is  now  Mi-s. 
Johnson.  During  the  next  year  he  handled  agri- 
cultural implements  in  Iowa,  and  again  engaged  in 
operating  a  thresher  and  in  the  winter  he  under- 
took another  school  with  a  bad  record  and  subdued 
it  thoroughly. 

Returning  to  Ohio  in  the  spring  of  1^7^<  he 
was  married  April  21,  at  Jeromeville,  to  Kniily 
L.,  a  daughter  of  Justi.s  AVetherbee.  of  Ashland 
County.  Hy  ft  former  marriage  ^Irs.  .lohnson 
had  one  child,  Stella  M.,  who  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated by  her  sU.»pfather,  and  after  <ira(luatin<r  al 
.leromeville,  became  >hx  J.  C.  Stewart,  of  Cohiin- 
})us,  Ohio.  Slie  is  also  a  graduate  of  the  Jntci- 
lake  Business  College  and  has  liad  a  successful 
career  as  a  teacher  in  sjiid  institution.  For  two 
years  Mr.  Johnson  held  the  principalsliip  of  the 
school  at  Jeromeville,  after  which  he  successively 
])resided  in  the  same  cajmcity  over  the  schools  of 
Mohican  an<l  Sterling,  and  in  188(1  he  came  to 
Lansiuy:  with  his  brother  to  beoin  the  business 
which  has  since  constituted  his  life-work,  and 
which  Inis  grown  to  be  the  oldest  and  largest  Com- 
mercial College  in  Central  Michigan.  This  school 
was   founded    in   18G7   1)V  llenrv  1*.  Bartlett,  and 

ft  • 

later  it  l)ecame  the  property  of  W.  A.  and  C.  E. 
Johnson,  who  material  I  v  broadened  its  curriculum 

m 

of  studie^s,  increased  its  facilities  and  multiplied 
its  patrons.  During  the  following  year  he  had  the 
great  grief  of  losing  his  brother  and  in  the  spring 


of  1888  he  was  joined  in  the  management  of  the 
school  by  Mr.  M.  L.  Miner  who  had  had  experience 
in  business  colleges  in  Philadelphia,  Ypsil^nti  and 
Albion.  This  partnership,  however,  lasted  but  a 
year,  since  which  time  our  subject  has  been  the  sole 
proprietor.  Besides  the  branches  which  are  neces- 
sary in  business  life,  the  graces  are  not  overlooked 
and  the  health  and  vigor  of  the  students  is  regarded 
as  truly  as  their  fitting  for  work. 

Both  theory  and  practice  are  considered  in  this 
model  school  and  the  college  has  a  bank  of  its  own 
with  a  capital  stock  of  $150,000  of  college  cur- 
rency. It  is  conducted  on  the  plan  of  a  regular 
National  Bank  and  each  student  does  an  actual 
banking  business.  Genuiae  business  transactions 
are  carried  on  and  rapid  and  legible  business  pen- 
manship is  insisted  upon.  Voice  and  physical 
culture  are  not  overlooked,  and  the  system  of 
shorthand  used  is  one  of  the  most  complete  as  well 
as  simple  that  is  known. 

AVhen  our  subject  was  in  Iowa  he  joined  a  com- 
pany of  one  hundred  that  started  from  Sioux  City 
to  the  Black  Hills,  in  1876.  He  had  $80  in  the 
outfit  but  was  detained,  and  being  two  days  late 
failed  of  meeting  the  party.  As  he  heard  rumors 
of  Indian  outbreaks  he  did  not  push  on  alone  to 
join  them,  and  it  was  well  for  him  that  he  did  not, 
as  the  whole  parly  was  massacred  and  the  teamster 
escaped  alone  to  tell  the  tale.  But  as  Mr.  John- 
son's friends  had  seen  his  name  published  in  the 
list  of  those  who  had  started  they  for  a  short  time 
mourned  him  as  dead.  While  teaching  in  Sterling, 
Ohio,  he  and  all  his  family  were  sick  at  one  time 
with  typhoid  fever  and  the  Knights  of  P3'thias,  to 
which  he  belonged,  came  to  their  rescue  and  carried 
them  with  most  brotherlv  kindness  throu«:h  this 
period  of  trial.  This  exi>erience  has  bound  him 
more  closely  than  ever  to  this  order,  in  which  he  is 
Past  Chancellor,  lie  has  also  l)een  chairman  of 
the  Finance  Committee  of  their  (irand  Lo<lge  and 
is  at  present  District  Deputy  Grand  Chancellor,  and 
is  Past  Captain  of  I^nsing  Division  No,  15,  I'.  R. 
K.  P.  In  the  Masonic  order  the  Professor  is  a 
Royal  Arch  ]\hison  and  a  member  of  the  I^nsins; 
Lodge,  No.  '^:^.  V.  S^  A.  M.  He  is  also  Past  Re- 
gent of  the  Royal  Arcanum,  and  Chairman  of  the 
Committee    on    State  of  the  Order   of  its   Grand 
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Council.  He  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
upon  section  30,  Lansing  Township,  which  is  an 
improved  farm  with  buildings  upon  it.  Upon  tliis 
propert}"^  he  has  placed  a  tenant  and  he  resides  at 
the  comer  of  Ottawa  and  West  Streets.  His  chil- 
dren are  L.  E.  W.,  Major  S.,  and  Carroll  E.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  l)elong  to  the  Central  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

Prof.  Johnson  is  one  of  the  strongest  and  most 
prominent  Democrats  in  Lansing  and  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  in  1872  for  Horaces  (treeley,  fol- 
lowing it  in  the  next  two  campaigns  bv  voting  the 
straight  Democmtic  ticket.  In  1880  he  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  Executive  Committee  in 
Ashland  County,  Ohio,  and  vot^d  for  Hancock  and 
again  in  1884  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  at 
Cleveland.  He  was  Mayor  of  Jeromes ville  for  two 
years  and  for  the  same  space  of  time  was  Township 
Clerk  at  Mohican.  In  1889  he  was  candidate  for 
Alderman  in  a  strong  Republican  ward  and  al- 
though he  was  defeated  he  brought  his  opi>onent*s 
majority  down  low.  In  the  Legislature  of  1891 
he  waa  appointed  Corresponding  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Michigan.  This 
popular  gentleman  is  a  practical  business  man  and 
makes  a  success  of  every  enterprise  in  which  he 
engages. 


<•==+ 


/ 
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ENRY  S.  STONER.  An  American  bv  birth 
our  subject  has  a  splendid  inheritance  from 
his  parents,  who  arc  of  Teutonic  ancestry, 
in  the  mental  and  physical  qualities  of 
which  he  is  possessed  and  the  distinctive  trails 
that  have  insured  his  success.  He  was  l)orn  Julv 
27,  1833,  in  Sparta,  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Dean)  Stonoi*.  Sam- 
uel Stoner  was  of  (ierman  parents  who  came  from 
the  Fatherland  and  settled  in  New  York  State. 
The  whole  family  were  engaged  in  the  calling  of 
agriculture. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  the  only  child  Ikjiu 

« 

of  his  parents'  union.     In  183^  he  wm?  brought  to 


Michigan  by  his  mother,  who  settled  in  the  town 
of  Brighton,  Livingston  County,  where  she  again 
married,  her  second  husband  being  George  Camrou 
and  by  this  marriage  one  child,  a  daughter,  Eliza- 
beth, was  born.  Mr.  Camron  died  in  Cohoctah 
Township,  and  our  subject's  mother  passed  away 
from  this  life  in  Dcceml^er,  1882.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter of  Daniel  Dean  and  one  of  a  family  of  six 
children,  there  being  three  sons  and  the  daughter. 
Our  subject  was  denied  the  advantages  of  educa- 
tion but  has  made  an  effort  to  supply  the  defi- 
ciency by  wide  reading  and  study.  When  but  seven 
years  of  age  he  l>egan  to  )x»  self-supporting,  work- 
ing by  the  day  and  month  from  that  time  on  until 
he  was  twenty-five  yeai*s  old,  l>eing  engaged  chiefly 
on  farina  in  Livingston  and  Oakland  Counties, 
this  State.  In  1864  he  determined  to  experience 
the  sweetness  of  possession  and  purchased  his  first 
eighty  acres  of  land;  this  he  still  resides  upon.  It 
is  located  on  section  6,  Cohocton  Township,  and  he 
has  improved  it  until  it  is  one  of  the  most  atti*active 
spots  in  the  township.  He  ^.has  added  another 
eighty  acres  in  the  same  section.  It  has  not  been 
Mr.  Stoner's  policy,  however,  to  make  himself  land 
poor,  believing  that  he  is  as  fully  entitled  to  the 
enjoyment  of  his  possessions  as  are  those  who  may 
come  after  him.  He  has  erected  a  fine  residence 
upon  his  place,  which  is  a  model  of  comfort  and 
neatness,  both  in  style  of  architecture  and  in  inter- 
ior arrangement;  he  has  also  good  barns  and  out- 
houses. 

At  the  time  of  Mr.  Stoner's  settlement  upon  his 
farm  he  had  only  $100  in  money  to  purchase  the 
many  things  that  are  indispensable  to  agricultural 
life.  In  his  political  liking  (mr  subject  is  a  Repulv 
lican,  although  in  starting  out  in  life  he  allied 
himself  with  the  Democratic  party.  Since  1860  he 
has  c»ast  his  vote  and  infiuence  with  the  first-named 
party.  He  of  whom  we  write  was  married  March 
24,  1858,  to  Miss  Rebecca  R.  Warner,  who  was 
born  in  Monroe  County,  Mich.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Imand  Laura  (Foster)  Warner.  The  former  was 
.a  Christian  minister  and  came  from  New  York  to 
settle  in  the  Wolverine  State  at  an  early  day.  He 
wns  born  in  Van  Buren,  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y., 
November  10,  1809,  and  was  left  fatherless  at  the 
age  of  nine  yeai-s.     Feeling  a  calling  to  pastoral 
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work  when  a  young  man  he  came  to  Washtenaw 
County,  this  State,  in  1839,  settling  in  Brighton  in 
1849.  On  his  death,  in  1887,  he  left  a  widow  and 
five  children;  they  are  as  follows:  Henry,  Judson, 
Rebecca,  George  and  Obediah.  Eliza  died  at  the 
age  of  thirty-nine  yeai's;  all  were  married  and  have 
families  of  their  own.  The  widow  still  survives. 
The  original  of  our  sketch  is  the  father  of  seven 
children  whose  names  are  Warner  I.,  Clark  IL, 
Charles  E.,  Martin  I.,  Frank  A.,  Andrew  1).  and 
Lilly  M.  Charles  and  Martin  died  in  infancy.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  associated  in  membership 
with  the  United  Brethren  Church  of  which  they 
are  active  and  consistent  members.  They  are  good 
citizens  and  desirable  acqusitions  to  society. 


i 
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S^  RLAXDO  B.  STILLMAN  is  probably  one  of 
'|(  ||(  the  best  known  men  in  Alaiedon  Township, 
\Jf^  Ingham  County,  lie  is  a  general  farmer 
and  the  owner  of  a  fertile  and  productive  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres,  located  on  sec- 
tion 3.  lie  wasl)orn  in  the  town  of  (iroton,  Tomp- 
kins County,  N.  Y.,  March  6,  1825.  His  father  is 
also  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  his  natal  day 
having  been  September  20,  1800.  lie  was  a  brick- 
maker  by  trade,  and  in  1832  he  went  to  Ohio  and 
settled  in  the  college  town  of  01)erlin.  While  there 
he  made  the  first  brick  ever  used  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  and  it  was  he  who  made  the  brick  for 
the  fii-st  building  of  Oberlin  College.  At  the  time 
of  his  advent  into  the  little  place,  it  contained  only 
four  dwelling  houses.  On  the  crest  of  the  wave  of 
AVestward  emigration,  he  started  with  his  family  for 
Michigan  with  an  ox-team  and  "^prairie  schooner" 
in  1841.  When  Tecumseh  was  reached,  a  heavy 
fall  of  snow  compelled  him  to  leave  hi.s  wagon  l>e- 
hind  and  prcx?eed  with  a  sled.  AVhen  he  reached 
Alaiedon  Township,  he  had  left  only  ^o  in  money, 
two  cows,  and  a  canister  of  powder.  The  *5  was 
spent  for  a  yoke  of  three-year-old  steers  that  were 
so  weak  they  could  hardly  walk,  but  by  careful 
nursing  on  the  part  of  the  family,  our  subject's 
father  was  enabled  to  exchange  them  the  follow- 
ing spring  for  a  fine  yoke. 


On  fii*st  coming  to  the  State,  the  father  of  the 
original  of  our  sketch  suffered  many  discourage- 
ments. The  members  of  his  family  alternately 
shook  and  burned  with  fever  and  ague.  At  one 
time,  and  during  the  harvest  season,  eight  out  of 
the  family  of  ten,  were  on  the  invalid  list.  In 
18.52  Mr.  Stillman  caught  the  gold  fever  and  went 
to  California  by  the  overland  route,  the  journey 
taking  nearly  six  months,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
walk  over  the  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains.  He 
worked  in  the  gold  fields  for  a  time  until  taken 
sick,  and  when  well  he  secured  a  position  in  a  brick- 
yard in  San  Francisco.  His  skill  soon  manifested 
itself  and  the  company  offered  him  a  very  tempting 
salary  to  remain,  but  he  was  longing  to  rejoin  his 
dear  ones  at  home,  and  soon  came  back  to  his  old 
home,  where  he  died  in  1862, 

Before  coming  to  Michigan,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  si)ent  one  year  in  the  preparatory  school  at 
()l)erlin,  where  he  acquired  a  good  knowledge  of 
the  English  branches.  On  coming  into  the  town- 
ship with  his  father,  Alaiedon,  Meridian,  Delhi  and 
Lansing  were  combined,  and  possessed  but  forty 
voters,  Mr.  Stillman  Ixjing  pei*sonally  acquainted 
with  them  all.  The  woods  were  alive  with  wolves, 
deer  and  l)eai*s.  Orlando  B.  Stillman  l>ecame  en- 
gaged a.s  a  teacher  after  he  had  been  in  Michigan 
for  four  years,  a  younger  brother  having  taught 
the  first  school  in  the  district  in  a  frame  l>arn,  built 
soon  after  the  family  came  to  this  St.ate. 

Our  subject  was  married  January  1,  1852,  to 
Minerya  J.  Freeman,  a  native  of  Niagara  County, 
N.  Y.  Five  children  were  born  of  this  marriage. 
They  are  Henry  A.,  Orlando  J.,  Rosalind,  Daniel 
C.  and  Roy  V.  The  first-l)orn  dates  his  years  from 
December  9,  1852.  He  was  married  to  Esther  Post, 
and  is  now  a  farmer  in  this  township.  Orlando  J., 
was  born  September  9,  1854,  and  died  when  in  his 
seventh  year;  Rosalind  was  born  September  9, 
1856,  and  mairied  11.  C.  (iuile,  a  farmer  of  Alaie- 
don Township;  Daniel  C.  was  born  January  28, 
1W65.  and  married  Emeline  Wilkins;  Roy  V.,  who 
was  born  October  12,  1870,  is  still  at  home  and  un- 
married. 

Mrs.  Minerva  Stillman  died  in  1873,  and  our 
subject  was  again  married,  his  biide  being  Miss 
Mary  A.  Bowdish,  of  Mason.     Mrs.  Stillman  is  a 
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member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of  this  place,  and  a 
most  efficient  worker.  Our  subject  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  Okemos,  hav- 
ing been  thus  connected  since  he  was  twenty-seven 
years  old.  Politically  his  sympathies  are  strongly 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  he  has  been  promi- 
nently identified  with  the  local  political  history  of 
the  township.  He  has  been  Supervisor  for  six 
years,  Township  Clerk  for  four  years,  and  is  still 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  position  he  has  held  for 
seven  yeai's. 

Mr.  Stillman's  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Eunice  Call.  She  was  bom  in  Massachusetts,  June 
23,  1802.  Her  grandfather,  Levi  Call,  was  of 
Scotch  descent,  and  her  mother's  name  in  her 
maiden  days  was  Purrington.  Her  groat-grand- 
mother was  a  French  Huguenot,  and  settled  in 
South  Carolina.  Our  subject's  mother  died  April 
6, 1862,  and  the  father  April  1, 1862.  p:iisha  Still- 
man,  the  grandfather  of  Orlando  Stillman,  was  born 
in  1778,  and  died  in  Aurora,  N.  Y.  It  is  said  that 
two  brothers  by  the  name  of  Stillman  came  to  this 
country  from  England  during  the  old  French  War 
and  from  them  all  those  in  the  United  States  are 
descended.  Our  subject  is  in  prosperous  circum- 
stances, and  knows  how  to  enjoy  life.  He  has  a  fine 
library  which  contains  standard  works  in  all  classes 
of  literature,  lie  is  also  well  i)08ted  as  to  current 
events. 


r 


^  HARLES  A.  PHILLIPS,  a   retired   farmer, 
..  residing  in  the  town  of  Howell,  Livingston 
'/   County,  was  bom  in  Ontario  County,  N. 
Y.,  February  5,  1831.     He   is   the  son   of  Zebedee   ; 
and  Clarinda  (Wright)  Phillips,  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts.    He  early  learned    the  duties  incident  to 
farming  life,  that  being  his   father's  calling,  and 
being  naturally  of  a  progressive  tendency  our  sub- 
ject  supplemented    the    principles   of  agriculture   ' 
that  he  had  learned  from  his   father  by  bringing 
science    to  bear  on  every  possible  occasion,  and 
the  result  is  that  he  has  been   successful  to   a  very   1 
great  degree.  I 

As  a  boy  our  subject  received  the  rudiments  of  ) 


a  good  education  and  was  bound  out  while  yet  a 
lad  to  a  farmer,  agreeing  to  stay  with  him  until  he 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  he  was  to  receive  $100  in  money  and  two 
suits  of  clothes.  Our  subject  fulfilled  his  part  of 
the  contract,  but  the  gentleman  to  whom  he  was 
bound,  at  the  expiration  of  four  yeai-s,  sold  out, 
and  the  lad  received  $75  instead  of  the  $100,  with 
two  suits  of  clothes.  Shortly  after  leaving  this 
place  he  was  taken  sick  with  the  typhoid  fever 
and  was  obliged  to  spend  all  he  had — a  little  for- 
tune to  him — for  medicine  and  in  doctor  bills. 

In  1851,  Mr.  Phillips  went  to  Pennsylvania  and 
for  eighteen  months  engaged  in  the  lumber  business. 
He  then  returned  to  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  teamed  for  one  winter,  the  next  spring 
renting  a  farm  which  he  continued  to  cultivate 
until  he  came  West  in  October,  1854.  Upon 
his  advent  into  this  State,  Mr.  Phillips  purchased 
land  in  the  western  part  of  Howell  Township.  It 
was  thickly  timbered  and  the  work  of  clearing 
seemed  an  almost  herculean  task.  Before  long, 
however,  a  clearing  was  made  and  he  erected  a  log 
cabin  that  boasted  the  magnificent  dimensions  of 
12x18  feet.  A  home  thus  secured,  he  cut  the  tim- 
ber from  fovty  acres,  which  he  cultivated,  planting 
and  reaping  to  good  purpose,  so  that  later  he  was 
enabled  to  erect  a  very  good  house  and  afterward 
sold  the  same. 

In  1865  Mr.  Phillips  purchased  land  at  what  is 
called  the  Six  Corners  on  the  Grand  River  Road. 
It  is  a  pretty  village,  containing  a  post-office,  store 
and  blacksmith  shop,  schoolhouse  and  a  number  of 
nice  residences.  There  he  lived  until  1887,  when 
he  came  to  Howell  and  purchased  three  lots,  which 
are  delightfully  located  in  the  prettiest  residence 
portion  of  the  town.  Here  he  erected  a  fine  large 
house  where  he  now  lives,  and  he  and  his  wife 
thoroughly  enjoy  their  home  comfort.  Mr. 
Phillips  has  held  various  ollices  in  the  township 
gift.  He  has  been  School  Inspector,  Road  Com- 
missioner and  has  filled  various  other  offices. 

In  1853  our  subject  entered  the  ranks  of  the 
benedicts,  and  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  El- 
vira Button,  a  native  of  Hamilton, Madison  County, 
N.  Y.  She  is  a  daughter  of  (Tcorge  and  Saphina 
(Foote)    Button,    natives    of    Connecticut.     Mrs. 
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Phillips*  is  one  of  three  childi^en,  the  eldest  ))ein^ 
n  soiuOrlaudo,  who  now  i-esides  in  California*  and 
the  younjLrest,  a  daughter,  Maria,  who  is  now  Mi's. 
Potter,  and  lives  in  Whiteside  County,  III. 

Mr.  Philli]is  is  a  Prohibitionist  and  (Granger, 
l)elonuring  to  Howell  Lodge  No.  90.  He  is  Assist- 
ant Steward  of  his  lodge  at  the  pi*esent  time  and 
has  held  all  the  otMces  in  that  body.  He  and  his 
wife  are  attendants  upon  and  menilx^-s  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  started  out  in 
life  without  any  resoui*ees  whatever,  l)Ut  with  a 
strong  determination  to  do  his  l)est  in  everything 
he  undertook  and  that  l>est  l)eing  supplemented  by 
an  excellent  judgment  he  has  not  only  made  a  suc- 
cess of  life  himself,  but  has  Iwen  the  means  of  help- 
ful many  others  to  a  l>etter  state  of  being.  He  was 
urigiually  a  Republican  in  his  political  lielief.  )»ut 
later  in  life  joined  the  Prohibition  party  on  gen- 
eral principles.  A  man  to  whom  right  principle  is 
paramount,  it  is  said  of  him  by  all  who  know 
him  that  his  word  is  as  g<KKl  as  his  note,  lie  \\i\> 
hosts  of  friends,  being  genial  i\m\  companionable, 
warm-hearted  and  loyal,  lie  is  of  a  liberal  nature 
and  those  in  need  never  turn  away  from  him  un- 
aided. 

In  connection  with  this  biographical  notice  the 
reader  will  find  the  lithographic  i)ortraits  of  Mr. 
Phillips  and  his  estimable  wife. 


V  , 
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„  HCHIBALI)  C  AMPHKLL.  The  owner  and 
resident  upon  the  tine  farm  located  <»n  sec- 
tion .S3,  Ilartland  Township,  Livingston 
County,  is  one  who  has  reached  patriarchal 
veai-s.  his  natal  day  having  been  .January  Lk  \H\U. 
He  is  of  Scotch  birth  and  ancestry,  inheritinu  from 
his  parents  a  vigorous  body  and  a  clear,  keen.  h)gi- 
cal  mind.  He  was  born  in  Argyleshire.  Island  of 
.lura,  Scotland.  Mr.  Campbell  has  had  more  varied 
experiences  than  the  majority  of  men,  even  at  his 
age,  having  been  a  seaman  for  a  number  of  years, 
visiting  many  parts  of  the  world  and  coming  in 
contact  with  a  great  many  classes   of   |)eoijle.     He 


is  now  retu'ed  from  active  work  of  all  kinds,  and 
is  living  in  the  enjo\*ment  of  the  rest  and  |)eac*eof 
the  afternoon  of  life. 

Our  subject's  father  was  Neil  Campbell,  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  island  as  was  his  son. "  By  trade 
he  was  a  tailor,  and  came  to  Nova  Scotia,  where 
he  continued^to  follow  his  calling,  and  remained 
for  the  rest  of  his  life.  Our  subjeeCs  mother 
was  l)efore  her'marriage  a  Miss  Nancv  McClean,  a 
native  of  the  same  place  as  was  the  father.  She, 
like  her  husband,  died  in  Nova  Scotia.  Our  sub- 
ject was  reared  by  his  gmndpai*ents,  his  grandfa- 
ther iKMng  Hector  McClean.  He  was  adopted  into 
this  family  at  six  months  of  age,  and  remained  un- 
til tifteen  years  old,  at  which  time  he  went  to 
Nova  Scotia,  and  again  was  re-united  to  his  par- 
ents, to  whom  he  was  a  sti-anger,  not  having  seen 
them  from  infancy.  He  made  his  home  with  them 
for  some  time  devoting  himself  to  the  learning  of 
ship  building,  and  was  engaged  in  ship  i*arpenter*s 
work   there  for  six  yeai*s. 

From  Nova  Scotia  our  subject  went  to  Liver- 
p(K>l,  Kngland.  as  ship  carpenter  on  board  of  a  sail- 
ing-vessel, and  in  this  capacity  he  made  three  trips. 
During  onv  of  the  voyages  he  was  cast  away  on 
Sable  Island,  and  during  the  nine  da3'Sthat  he  was 
cast  away,  they  ran  out  of  provisions,  and  were 
obliged  to  eat  molasses,  cranlRMTic»s  and  hoi*seflesli. 
At  <till  another  time  he  was  cast  away  in  DevilV 
liay.  and  was  there  thrown  up<m  his  own  resources 
for  two  weeks,  but  on  l»eing  picked  up  went  Imck 
to  Nova  Scotia,  and  from  there  pnx^eeded  to  Buf- 
falo, N.  V.  During  his  career  as  a  seaman  he  made 
several  trips  to  Sc*otland  and  Ireland,  and  is  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  the  geography  of  the  Atlan- 
tic Ocean. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  had  just  fifty  cents  in 
his  pockets  when  he  landed  in  BulTalo,  and  he  be- 
gan at  once  to  look  for  work  at  his  trade  in  ashi|)- 
yard.  but  not  ))eing  able  to  secure  employment,  ho 
slii|)|)ed  as  a  sailor  on  Lake  Krie.  He  sailed  for 
three  months,  during  which  time  he  was  promoted 
to  the  (►ttice  of  First  Mate.  His  run  was  from  Chi- 
cago to  BulTalo,  and  he  held  tlie  i)osition  for  nine 
years,  at  various  times  being  mate  and  pilot. 
Wearying  of  the  sea,  he  gave  up  his  berth  and  came 
to  Saginaw  in  1846,  purchasing  forty  aci*es  of  laud 
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in  what  is  now  East  Saginaw  and  thereon  he 
erected  the  first  frame  house  ever  built  in  the  place. 
Here  his  son,  James  C.  was  bom,  and  has  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  the  first  white  child  born  in  East 
Saginaw. 

In  1852  our  subject  sold  out  his  real  estate  inter- 
ests  in  Saginaw  and  bought  the  place  where  he  now 
resides  in  Livingston  County.  There  were  at  the 
time  of  his  purchase,  very  few  improvements  on 
the  place,  only  about  twenty  acres  being  cleared 
and  improved,  and  bearing  only  a  log  house.  Mr. 
Campbell's  marriage  took  place  September  12, 1846, 
the  lady  whom  he  made  his  wife  being  in  her 
maiden  days,  a  Miss  Elizabeth  Coburn,  a  native  of 
Scotland,  born  in  Berwickshire,  August  29,  1825. 
She  was  the  youngest  of  six  children,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  James  Coburn.  She  was  reared  in  Scotland 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  with  her  parents 
she  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  landing  in 
C-leveland,  at  which  place  she  met  our  subject  and 
consented  to  \yo  liis  wife.  They  are  the  parents  of 
five  children,  one  daughter  and  four  sons.  They 
are  by  name:  Donald  N.,  James  C,  John  D.,  David 
C.  and  Margaret  A.  The  eldest  son  was  bom  in 
Saginaw  County,  in  1847.  He  died  in  the  late  war, 
l>cingat  the  time  at  the  hospital  in  Detroit.  James 
('.,  who  as  before  stated,  was  the  fii-st  white  child 
bom  in  East  Saginaw,  firet  saw  the  light  of  day 
Deceml)er  5,  1850.  He  is  now  in  California,  and 
is  Superintendent  of  a  gold  mine  in  Brownsville, 
Yuba  County.  »Iohn  D.  was  born  in  Hartland  Town- 
ship, Livingston  County,  this  State,  July  I),-  1853, 
and  Ls  now  practicing  his  profession  as  a  physician 
in  Taylor,  White  Pine  County,  Nev.  David  C. 
was  bom  where  his  parents  now  reside,  in  1856. 
He  is  now  a  practicing  lawyer  in  Bozeman,  Mont. 
Margaret  A.,  who  was  born  in  1859,  in  the  place 
where  our  subject  now  resides,  is  the  wife  of  Arthur 
W.  Newman,  and  she  and  her  husband  make  their 
home  with  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

He  of  wnom  we  write  has  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  good  land,  most  of  which  is  under  cultiva- 
tion. He  has  retired  from  the  active  pursuit  of 
his  agricultural  calling.  He  is  and  has  been  for  a 
number  of  years,  an  ardent  Republican  in  politics. 
Mr.  Campbeirs  life  on  the  water  has  been  a  very 
varied  experience,  not  being  confined  to  the  high 


seas.  For  four  winters  he  served  as  watchman  on 
the  Mississippi  on  a  boat  that  ran  from  Cincinnati 
to  New  Orleans.  For  his  services  he  received  $64 
a  mouth  besides  his  board  and  washing.  Our  sub- 
ject was  the  first  one  to  respond  to  the  temperance 
teachings  of  Father  Mathew  when  the  latter  was 
holding  meetings  in  Queenstown,  Ireland.  He  af- 
terward acted  as  an  agent  for  emigrants  in  Ireland, 
finding  locations  for  them  in  this  country. 

Arthur  W.  Newman,  the  son-in-law  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  bom  in  Brighton  Township,  Livingston 
County,  this  State,  June  21,  1866.  He  was  reared 
in  his  native  place,  and  November  23,  1887,  mar- 
ried the  only  daughter  of  our  subject.  This  union 
has  been  blessed  thus  far  with  the  advent  of  one 
child,  Anslie  N.,  who  was  born  January  29,  1891. 
Mr.  Newman  is  running  the  farm  for  his  father-in- 
law. 


i~j  RA  W.  CASE,  is  a  leading  dry-goods  merchant 
in  the  city  of  Brighton,  Livingston  County, 
J  thus  State,  where  he  has  been  in  business  for 
forty-four  years  and  consequently  is  one  of  the 
pioneei-s  of  this  locality,  having  been  an  eye-witness 
of  the  transformation  that  has  taken  place  in  the 
contour  of  the  county,  and  in  the  phases  of  society 
that  hare  succeeded  each  other  in  the  history  of 
the  town.  Although  he  was  reared  in  AVayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  he  was  l>orn  in  Oswego  County,  of 
the  same  State,  March  21,  1819,  and  has  attained 
more  than  the  usually  allotted  three-score  and  ten 
years  of  age.  His  is  no  uninteresting  histor\',  as  he 
is  familiar  with,  and  has  been  an  eye-witness  of  the 
growth  of  two  states,  besides  having  had  the  prog- 
ress of  the  nation  under  his  intellectual  eve. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  Samuel  Case,  a  native  of 
Rhode  Island,  who  was  there  born  March  14,  1782. 
The  Case  family  is  of  English  ancestry,  having  come 
from  the  mother  country  before  the  Revolutionary 
War.  Samuel  Case  was  by  calling  a  farmer  and  re- 
moved to  New  York  State  from  his  native  State, 
and  there  lived  for  some  years.  He  came  to  Mich- 
igan in  1838,  settling  in  Hamburg  Township,  Liv- 
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iii^toii  County.  Ijeing  one  of  the  original  settlei*!*, 
and  l>eeoming  po»se$!3ed  of  constiderable  Govern- 
njont  land.  Prior  to  his  coming  to  this  State,  he 
had  an  accident  which  rendered  him  a  cripple  for 
life.  While  hunting  in  Oswego  County,  N.  Y., 
l)Otli  of  his  feet  were  frozen.  lie  did  not  give 
much  attention  to  farming  but  followed  the  tx'cu- 
|>ation  of  shcximaking.  lie  was  twitn?  married,  hi> 
first  wife  l)eing  Catherine  Crandal,  who  was  born 
in  Connecticut,  Xoveml)er  18, 1782,  and  by  her  he 
liecame  the  father  of  seven  childivn.  Her  denth 
took  place  .July  25,  1810,  and  not  a  great  while 
after  he  mar lied Clarissa  Crandal,  asistinof  histirst 
wife,  who  was  l)orn  in  Connecticut,  Februarv  27. 
17Do.  There  weix?  twelve  children  bv  this  union, 
only  six  oT  these  however,  lived.  He  died  April 
16.  1854,  in  Hamburg.  His  wife  survived  him 
a  numl)er  of  years,  passing  away  NovemlxM-  i>,  187 1. 

Ira  Caije  is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  of  the  fam- 
ily, and  was  born  and  reared,  on  n  farm  in  the 
township  of  Palermo,  Oswego  Count\ ,  N.  Y.  The 
ccnuity  was  quite  new  and  his  first  school  days  were 
spent  in  a  log  sclKM)lhouse  which  was  n)>out  one 
mile  distant  from  his  home.  The  first  school  that 
he  attended  had  no  d(M>i'sor  windows.  It  Iwmstcd, 
however,  a  great  fireplace,  and  slab  scats  were  so 
arranged  that  the  mistre.*<s  could  c<mimand  without 
trouble,  each  pair  of  eyes.  He  did  not  enjoy  many 
educational  advantages  until  after  fifteen  years  of 
age  at  which  time  his  experience  was  wholly  prac- 
tical. He  then  went  on  the  Krie  Canal,  driving 
the  horses  in  the  tow  path  and  was  thus  employed 
for  four  or  five  veai*s  until  finally  he  was  advanced 
to  the  position  of  steci*snian.  He  was  engaged  on 
the  canal  boat  during  the  summer  and  went  to 
school  winters. 

Mr.  Case  finally  purchased  a  canal  l)oat  with  the 
money  he  had  earned.  l>eing  at  the  time  about 
twentv-one  years  of  ai?e.  He,  however,  ran  his 
boat  but  a  few  years,  when  he  met  with  an  acci- 
dent and  his  boat  was  sunk.  In  1 840  he  came 
West  to  Michigan,  and  made  his  home  with  his 
father  who  had  preceded  him  iiither  by  two  years. 
Here  he  remained  for  two  years  when  he  aijain  ran 
a  boat  for  two  veal's,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
returned  to  this  State  and  worked  for  his  brother 
for  four  years  in  a  store   in    Hamburi;  Township, 


about  four  miles  west  of  where  he  i^esided.  His  abil- 
ity as  a  young  man  soon  made  itself  felt  aud  he 
was  given  office  in  the  local  government,  l)eiDg 
made  under  Sheriff  and  constable  in  Hamburg 
Township.  The  country  was  then  very  new.  and 
wild  game  was  plentiful.  Indians  (»ame  through 
and  camped  in  the  vicinity. 

Our  subject's  bi*other,  .selling  out  his  interest  in 
Haml>erg,  they  came  to  Hrighton,  where  the  former 
engaged  in  busintss.  Ira  Case  clerked  for  his  brother 
and  alM>ut  two  years  later  puivhased  a  half  interest 
in  the  business,  which  they  conducted  until  the 
brother's  death  in  1867.  Previous  to  this  time  our 
subject  had  purchased  an  interest  in  a  dry  goods 
stock  in  partnei-ship  with  Patrick  l>onley,  the  firm 
conducted  a  thriving  business  for  some  time.  The 
firm  continued  io  transact  business  until  1884. 
when  Mr.  Case  purchased  the  entire  stock  and  now 
enjoys  the  distinction  of  l>eing  the  pioneer  mer- 
chant of  Briirhton  and  the  oldest  meix^hautiu  Liv- 
ingston  County.  He  (K*cupies  a  two-story-brick 
}>l(K'k  which  is  filled  with  a  general  line  of  goods 
that  have  been  selected  with  great  care  and  discrim- 
inatuni.  He  carries  a  line  of  goods  that  is  suited 
entirely  to  the  <leinands  of  his  customers. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  married  Febru- 
ary l().  18/).^.  His  wife  in  her  maiden  days  was 
Fidelia  S.  Kddy,  born  .July  26,  1831,  in  Ontario 
County.  N.  Y.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the 
parent>  of  seven  children,  whose*  names  ai*e  :is  fol- 
lows: .Iasi)er  W.,  Nellie  K.,  AlUi  K.,  Maliel  K.,  Myr- 
tie  \V.,  Uartaw  1.  and  ClioS.  The  elde.st  son,  who 
was  born  July  .'H,  1851,  is  now  deceased,  as  is  the 
next  child  who  was  lK)rn  Septemlx»r  19,  1856.  A\Ui 
K.,  was  lM)rn  I)eceml>er  21,  1858,  and  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  K.  Placeway.  editor  of  the  Argus  in  the 
city  of  Brighton,  this  State.  Mabel  whose*  natal 
day  was  March  I,  18()I,  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  l*at- 
terson,  who  is  the  editor  of  the  Northern  Demotrat 
of  (iravlinu,  Crawford  County,  this  State.  Mvrtie, 
was  born  .lamiary  \\K  1865,  and  remains  at  home 
with  her  |)arents.  Hartaw.  whose  natal  day  wa** 
ScjiteinlKM-  2.*i.  1869,  clerks  in  his  father's  store. 
Clio  S..  w1k>  was  l>orn  March  27,  1874.  is  still  at 
home;  he  graduated  from  the  Brighton  High  School 
at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Besides  their  own  family. 
Mr.  an<l  Mrs.  Case  reared  a  niece  whose  name  was 
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Amelia  V.  Campbell.  She  was  born  May  19,  1846, 
and  was  about  four  yeare  of  age  when  she  entered 
our  subject's  family.  She  married  and  died  in  the 
city  of  Chicago,  111. 

Our  subject  is  an  old  line  Democrat,  but  takes 
kindly  to  the  new  doctrine.  He  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  Brighton  for  eighteen  yeai*s  and  in  eitrly 
days  while  holding  that  offlc»e  transacted  a  great 
deal  of  business.  He  has  at  various  times  l)een  a 
delegate  to  State  and  county  conventioub,  and  to 
other  conventions.  Mr.  Case  is  now  the  owner  of 
a  small  farm  near  Brighton,  and  has  for  some 
veai-s  owned  various  fanns.     His  residence  in  the 

• 

city  is  a  model  of  neatness  and  elegance.  His  home 
is  a  fine  building,  well  kx^ted  in  the  midst  of  a 
beautiful  lawn  and  surrounded  by  fine  shade  trees. 
All  credit  should  Ix*  given  to  the  man  who  l>eginning 
life  without  any  advantages  raises  himself  to  so  en- 
viable a  i)osition  as  has  our  subject.  He  Iwgan  on 
on  the  tow-path  at  ♦lO  a  month  and  has  never  rec- 
eived the  slightest  assistance  in  a  pecuniary  way 
during  his  career,  but  has  fought  his  own  way 
til  rough  life. 


RS.  DEBORAH  (JLAISTKR,  widow  of 
III  \y  Richard  Olaister,  who  came  to  this  city  in 
1872,  resides  in  a  handsome  and  attmctive 
home  at  No.  402  AValnut  Street.  This 
large  brick  edifice  was  erected  by  Mr.  (4laister  in 
1876,  and  is  an  ornament  to  the  city.  That  gen- 
tleman was  born  in  England,  September  18,  1826. 
and  being  naturally  of  a  r<^)ving  disposition  he 
came  to  the  United  States  and  Canada  sevei-al 
times.  He  made  his  fii-st  trip  when  he  was  twenty- 
seven  years  old  and  during  that  visit  he  super- 
intended the  stone  work  of  the  Parliament  house 
at  Ottawa.  While  still  residing  in  England  \\v 
was  married,  February  H,  1847,  to  Miss  Deborah 
Brough.  She  was  th<'  danghtcM*  of  Cajit.  Carter 
Brough. 

In  1864  Mr.  and  Mrs.  (ilaister,  with  their  six 
younger  children,  came  to  this  country  and  settled 
in  Ottawa,  Canada.    The  eldest  son  had  |»reviously 


come  to  Canada.  After  living  in  Ottawa  four 
veal's  they  came,  in  1868,  to  the  vStates,  settling  in 
Detroit,  where  Mr.  CMaister  took  charge  of  put- 
ting in  the  stone  work  of  the  city  hall,  leav- 
ing Detroit  he  went  to  I*ittsburg,  Pa.,  to  build  the 
Trinity  Church  and  C-hapel,  as  he  had  taken  the 
contract  for  that  building.  Returning  to  Detroit 
he  became  one  of  the  contractoi's  for  the  present 
State  Capitol  at  I^nsing.  In  consequence  of  this 
new  engagement  he  removed  to  this  city,  which 
he  found  so  pleasant  a  home  that  he  decided  to 
I^rmanently  locftte  here.  After  a  few  years  he  de- 
termined to  retire  from  active  business  and  did 
not  fill  his  time  with  conti-actn,  although  he  built 
the  stone  work  of  the  postottice  now  in  use  in 
l^ansing. 

Mr.  (tlaister  owned  two  store  buildings  on  Mich- 
igan Avenue  and  two  houses  on  Walnut  Street, 
which  are  still  in  the  possession  of  the  family,  and 
also  a  good  house  in  Ottawa,  Canada,  which  is  still 
in  the  family.  This  useful  and  intelligent  gentle- 
ii^an  made  his  mark  among  men  of  I^nsing  and 
his  loss  was  greatly  felt  when  he  w>is  called  away 
by  death.  March  22,  1887.  He  was  prominently 
identified  with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  and  while  living  in  Liver|KX>l  was  con- 
nected with  the  Driiids.  Ik'fore  coming  to  this 
c<nintrv  this  excellent  couple  were  connected  with 
the  church  of  their  fathers — the  established  church 
of  England — and  after  coming  here  continued 
their  relations  with  the  Episcopal  Ch\n*cli. 

Six  children  survived  the  father,  the  eldest  son, 
AVilliani  I).,  having  died  in  1877,  at  the  age  of 
twenty-nine  yeai*s.  The  next  son  in  age,  bearing 
the  name  of  Richard,  passed  away  in  January, 
1881),  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine.  Those  who  are 
now  living  are  Isal)ella  .1..  widow  of  Henry  Hart- 
ley, of  Minne.ipolis;  Annie,  Mi*s.  Edwin  Ashley  of 
Ithaca,  this  State;  Joseph  C.,  residing  in  I^nsing; 
Elizabeth  1).,  wife  of  Dr.  Reddings,  of  Manchester, 
Mich.,  and  Orah  L..  wife  of  Mr.  A.  Emery,  of  this 
citv. 

The  mother  of  these  children  was  born  in  White 
Haven,  Cumberland  County.  England,  in  1823,  on 
the  8d  of  June,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Capl. 
Bronofh.  who  for  ovei*  forty  years  was  a  sea  cap- 
tain.      When    rpiite    a    girl    Miss    Brough    went   t<» 
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Liverpool,  where  she  resided  until  her  marriage  to 
Mr.  Glaister.  This  noble  and  efficient  woman  has 
the  respect  and  admiration  of  all  who  know  her 
and  she  is  carrying  on  successfully  the  estate  which 
has  come  into  her  hands  by  the  death  of  her  hus- 
band. 


*  •- 


^ 


UAHLVJS  I).  COWIJiS.  The  pioneei-s  of 
Ingham  County  are  a  class  of  men  who,  for 
''  sturdy  integrity,  thorough-going  industry 
and  undaunted  enterprisse,  will  compare  favorably 
with  any  class  of  men  whom  we  may  name.  They 
did  not  come  to  the  West  with  the  expectation  of 
finding  a  royal  road  to  fortune,  and  the\'  had 
enough  good  sense  to  know  that  that  road  does 
not  exist  for  the  honorable  and  upright  man. 
They  did  hope,  however,  and  their  hopes  were 
realized,  to  make  a  home  in  the  wilderness,  which 
in  time  should  "blossom  as  the  rose/*  and  where 
they  might  place  the  feet  of  their  children  on  the 
high  road  to  independence  and  a  comfortable 
competency. 

Among  the  older  residents  of  this  county  we  are 
plea^fed  to  name  Mr.  Cowles,  of  Lansing,  who  eamc 
here  April  6, 1868, having  boon  born  in  Johnstown, 
Barry  County,  Mich.,  October  11,1813.  His  i)ar- 
entvs,  .Jason  and  Mary  (.Johnscni)  Cowlos,  wore  from 
the  East,  his  father  having  boon  born  in  I'anton, 
Vt.,  April  1,  1700,  whence  ho  oinigratod  to  Mic-hi- 
<ran  in  18:5:5.  having:  taken  to  wife  Miss  Lvdia 
Sho])hor(l,  a  native  of  Vermont.  They  came  to 
the  now  ^Vo^t,  hoping  that  the  cliango  might  bon- 
efit  tho  health  of  this  lady,  but  she  did  not  survive 
many  yoai-s  as  she  died  in  Jonesville,  Mich.,  in 
18:^7.  His  second  wife  wjis  Miss  Mary  Johnson 
and  to  her  he  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  matri- 
mony in  1841.  She  was  born  in  Oswego,  X.  V., 
Novoinber  1,  1813,  and  came  to  Michigan  in  the 
earlv  days. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  by  (K'cui)ation  for 
many  years  a  merchant  and  also  for  a  long  period 
of  yoii-8  was  in  the  employ  of  Eastern  capitalists, 
who  desired  to  have  him  locate  lands  for  them,  as 


well  as  to  attend  to  other  business.  Throughout 
his  life  in  Michigan  he  hud  in  his  possession  a  fine 
farm  in  Barry  County.  He  went  to  Battle  Creek  in 
1 854  in  order  to  give  his  son  a  better  op[K)rtunity  for 
education  and  there  he  remained  until  his  death, 
March  4,  1862.  He  had  four  children  by  his  first 
marriage,  all  of  whom  have  passed  from  earth,  and 
our  subject  is  the  only  child  of  his  mother,  who 
died  in  liedford,  Calhoun  Count}-,  July  14,  1876, 
although  her  home  had  been  for  some  yeans  with 
her  son  in  Lansing,  Mich. 

Having  completed  his  education  at  Battle  Creek, 
young  Cowles  spent  one  year  on  the  farm  and 
then  i-esponded,  as  did  so  many  other  lirave  Iwys, 
to  the  call  for  help  sent  out  by  Abraham  Lincoln 
when  the  country  needed  her  sons.  He  enlisted 
July  22,  1862,  in  Company  D,  Seventeenth  Michi- 
gan Infantry,  and  was  sent  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  and  placed  in  Burnside's  Ninth  Army 
Corps,  and  his  first  battle  was  at  South  Mountain, 
Md.,  which  took  i)lace  September  14,  1862.  Three 
days  later  thoy  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Antietam, 
and  wore  also  in  the  siege  of  Fredericksburg. 
Being  transferred  to  the  department  of  the  Cum- 
berland he  went  with  his  regiment  to  Mississippi 
and  was  stationed  in  the  rear  of  Vicksburg  until 
its  surrender,  July  4,  1863.  He  participated  in 
tho  campaign  and  battle  of  Jackson,  Miss.,.July  16  to 
20.  Returning  in  August,  1863  to  Kentucky,  he  was 
loft  at  Crab  Orchard  on  detached  duty,  rejoining  his 
regiment  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  April  2, 1864,  and  was 
with  it  until  ho  was  wounded  in  the  Battle  of  the 
AVildornoss,  May  6<  1864.  He  was  reported  dead 
at  that  time  as  ho  wjis  last  sight  of,  having  been 
sent  from  tho  field  to  a  temporary  hospital.  He 
was  aftorwar<l  removed  to  Harw^ood  Hospital  in 
AVashington  and  thence  to  S^  Mary's  in  Detroit. 
He  roceive<l  his  discharge  at  Harper's  Hospital  at 
Detroit  on  the  last  day  of  January,  1865,  and  then 
returned  to  Battle  Creek,  as  he  wished  t<>  devote 
himself  to  a  more  thorough  coui'se  of  study. 

After  two  yeai-s  of  study  Mr.  Cowles  engaged  in 
various  avocMions  till  he  came  to  Lansing  in  1868 
as  Clerk  in  the  Audit^ir  Generars  office,  whei'e  be 
remained  most  of  the  time  until  1879,  He  was 
elected  City  Clerk  and  held  that  ofi[ice  for  three 
terms^  being  the  fiwt  man  who  ever  held  over  in 
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that  office  during  three  terms  in  Lansing.  After 
l>eing  relieved  from  official  duties  he  went  West 
and  since  his  return  has  lieen  in  the  news  hnsines'^ 
most  of  the  time. 

Among  the  notable  events  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  chronicle  in  the  life  of  Mr.  C'owles,  is  his 
marriage,  April  27,  1871,  at  Bedford,  Mich.,  to 
Emma  E.,  daughter  of  AVilliam  T.  Hamilton.  This 
union  has  l)een  blessed  by  the  birth  of  three  l)eau- 
tiful  daughters.  The  eldest,  Julia  E.,  has  l)een 
called  to  a  l>etter  and  a  brighter  world,  but  Mary 
E.  and  Lois  M.  are  still  the  joy  and  comfort  of 
their  parents.  The  (irand  AiTny  of  the  Republic 
is  an  organization  in  which  Mr.  Cowles  feels  a 
keen  interest  and  he  has  been  Adjutant  of  the 
Post  for  three  t<?rms.  He  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Baptist  (.'hurrh  and  in  connection  with  its 
work  he  is  a  member  of  the  committee  which  car- 
ries on  a  mission  in  the  southern  part  of  the  city. 
In  every  sphere  of  life  this  gentleman  is  useful 
and  efficient  and  his  example  an<l  influence  are 
well  adapted  to  lK»nefit  the  rising  generation  while 
his  example  of  jmtriotic  devotion  to  his  countr\' 
is  well  worth  reciting  for  the  edification  <»f  the 
generation  who  have  grown  \ip  since  those  days 
when  our  heart**  lx?at  in  anxiety  for  the  honor  of 
our  (lag. 


E()R(4E  1).  BENJAMIN.  The  owner  of  a 
fine  fanii  comprising  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  located  on  section  83,  Handv 
Township,  Livingst4)n  County,  our  subject  by  his 
progressiveness,  natural  ability  as  a  man  and  high 
standing  as  a  business  man  is  one  of  the  rei)resent- 
ative  i)eople  of  the  townshii>.  When  he  purcha**ed 
his  land  in  18H0  it  was  partially  improved.  Since 
then  he  has  cleared,  planted  and  built  until  it  is  a 
model  among  the  fine  agricultural  ])laces  of  the 
region.  His  home  is  all  that  momn*  supplemented 
by  taste  and  good  scMise  can  make  it. 

Mr.  Benjamin  is  a  native  of  Vate>  County.  N. 
v.,  and  was  born  NovcMubcr  29,  1837.  lb*  is  a  son 
of  William  and   Abigail   (Slu»lby)    Henjamin.  nat- 
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ives  of  New  York.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and 
came  to  this  State  in  1838,  being  one  of  the  earl- 
iest settlei-s  in  this  township.  He  located  on  sect- 
tion  14,  there  l)ought  one  hundi*ed  acres  whereon 
he  remained  for  eighteen  yeai's  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  moved  to  Conway  Township 
where  he  is  still  farming  at  the  age  of  ninety.  The 
mother  passed  away  from  this  life,  in    1858. 

Our  subject's  paternaj  grandfather,  David  iienj- 
amin,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  a  physician  by 
l)rofession  but  a  farmer  by  calling.  He  was  the 
head  of  a  large  family  and  was  a  Democrat. 
William  I^njamin  is  the  father  of  fourteen 
children,  half  of  whom  are  still  living.  They 
are  Jane,  now  Mi*s.  Hay;  .Vlfreda,  who  is  Mi-s. 
W(K)dard;  our  subject;  Sally,  now  Mi's.  Bissell; 
John,  Albert  and  -Vmelia,  whose  married  name  is 
Olds.  The  father  is  a  Denuxjrat  in  his  |x>litical 
likings.  The  original  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on 
the  home  farm  and  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  the  district.  He  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  at  twenty  yeai's  of  age,  working  by  the 
month  and  following  this  coui*se  of  procedure  for 
one  year,  when  he  purchased  part  of  his  father's 
place,  or  sixty  acres  in  Handy  Township.  He 
lived  there  four  years  and  then  married,  after 
which  he  move<l  to  Handy  Township  and  there 
engaged  in  farming  on  shai*es  for  one  season. 

On  coming  to  this  township  he  bought  eighty 
acres  on  section  24,  and  lived  on  that  section  for 
two  yeai's,  but  later  traded  this  purc^hase  for  a  saw- 
mill which  he  ran  for  one  year  and  this  in  turn  he 
traded  for  a  farm  in  liay  Township,  Ingham 
County,  and  was  there  engaged  in  agricultural 
business  for  live  years,  after  which  he  went  to 
Dauby  Township,  Ionia  County,  and  there  ran  a 
saw  mill  for  three  years.  He  then  returned  to 
Handy  Township  and  purchased  a  mill  in  losc^o 
row*nsliip,  running  the  same  for  three  years,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  time  he  traded  that  mill  for 
his  present  farm,  which  is  a  fine  tract  l)earing  the 
bcv^t  of  buildings.  He  here  devotes  himself  to  gen- 
eral fanning,  supplementing  the  products  of  the 
earth  by  his  stock  interests,  of  which  he  has  some 
of  the  finest  grades.  There  is  a  fine  orchard  ui)on 
his  i)lace,  that  is  at  the  |)resent  time  in  its  l>est  and 
most  halcyon  ])eri<»d  of  |>n>ductiveness. 
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February  12,  1859,  the  original  of  our  8ketch 
was  united  in  marriage  to  MIhs  Elinor  Knowles,  a 
native  of  Wayne  C-ounty,  N.  Y.  Her  parents  were 
Matthew  and  Polly  (Tupper)  Knowles,  natives  of 
Ireland  and  New  York  respectively;  the  mother 
died  in  1851.  The  father  came  to  this  country 
when  a  hoy,  in  company  with  a  brother  John,  his 
father  l)eing  a  wealthy  man  who  was  a  ship  owner 
in  Ireland.  Mrs.  Benjamin  is  one  of  four  child- 
ren, only  two  living  at  the  present  time.  They 
are  the  lady  who  is  the  life  jjartner  of  our  subject, 
and  Elizalteth,  now  Mi-s.  Wellcr. 

Mr.  Benjamin  is  the  proud  parent  of  two  sons — 
Burnett  B.  and  Edwin  H.  The  former  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Fowlerville  Union  School  and  has  l)een 
a  teacher.  The  sous  are  l)oth  Masons,  the  elder 
having  taken  the  seventh  degree.  He  of  whom  we 
write,  belongs  to  the  Democratic  party,  lie  is  a 
Farmers'  Alliance  man,  also  l)elonging  to  the 
Grange.  He  has  l)een  a  generous  contributor  to 
all  measures  that  promise  to  Ik*  for  the  advantage 
of  and  improvement  of  the  portion  of  the  country 
in  which  he  lives.  Mi*s.  lienjamin  Iwlongs  to  the 
Methodist  C'hurch.  The  home  they  are  the  posses- 
sol's  of  bears  every  evidence  of  the  culture  and 
refinement  that  characterizes  its  occupants.  Books 
and  magazines  are  here  found  and  are  the  daily 
companions  of  our  subjet^t  and  his  family. 
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IIKODORE  DIETZ.  A  native  of  the  great 
^  metropolis  of  America,  our  subject  is  of 
German  ancestry.  His  father  was  Peter 
Dietz  and  his  mother  C-harlotte  Dietz,  botii  natives 
of  the  Fatherland.  They  had  emigrated  to  this 
land  which  promised  freedom  and  speedy  wealth, 
when  young  people.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  liis 
native  city  until  he  reached  the  age  of  five  yoai-s,  at 
which  time  his  parents  removed  to  Washtenaw 
CountVi  Mich.  There  the  familv  remained  for  five 
year.-i,  or  until  our  sul>ject  was  ten  years  of  age. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  removed  to  Ing- 
ham County,  and  settled  in  Leroy  Township,  m) 
that  as  will  l^e  readily  seen  the  greater  portion   of 


our  subject's  experience,  covering  more  than  forty 
years,  has  been  asaociated  with  the  progress  and 
history  of  the  district  in  which  he  now  lives. 

Mr.  Dietz'  family  being  energetic  and  ambitious 
people  were  soon  in  the  van  of  travelers  and  finan- 
cial success.  They  were  regarded  as  among  the 
most  pi*ominent  people  of  their  district.  They 
l)oth  passed  away  in  this  township,  having  been 
the  parents  of  nine  children  of  whom  the  follow- 
ing survive:  Henry,  Cornelius,  and  Theodoie. 
The  confidence  and  re8i)ect  that  our  subject's 
father  enjoyed  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  wai« 
apiK)inted  to  several  township  oflSces,  having  at 
(me  time  l>een  the  Supervisor. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  familiar  with  all  the 
))hases  of  pioneer  life,  having  passed  through  the 
various  experiences  with  his  parents.  He  gi*ew  to 
manhood  in  this  township.  Here  he  received  his 
education  in  the  district  school  and  although  he 
had  not  the  advantages  of  a  liliei-al  education,  has 
made  up  for  deficiencies  to  a  great  extent  by  his 
individual  elTort.s.  In  February,  1860,  our  subjec^t 
was  married  to  Mary  C.  Taylor,  who  bore  him  two 
children.  These  little  ones  did  not  long  survive. 
The  mother  too,  passed  away  and  in  1866  he  was  a 
sec<md  time  married,  his  bride  l>eing  Mary  Rix,  a 
sister  of  Hiram  Rix,  Jr.,  of  Leroy  Township,  for 
whose  further  history  see  sketch  in  another  part  of 
this  Aliu'm.  The  marital  relation  in  this  case  has 
been  very  harmonious. 

There  are  nine  living  children  that  have  been  the 
fruit  of  this  second  union  of  our  subject.  They 
are  by  name  I^roy,  Arthur.  Helen,  Rockwell, 
Henry,  RolxMt,  Theodora,  Catherine  and  Cornelius, 
all  young  people  whose  gifts  of  splendid  physiques 
have  been  blest  by  the  additional  advantage  of 
large  mental  capacity.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  the 
owner  of  two  hundred  acre^of  land  which  has  been 
well  improved  and  is  in  a  first-class  state  of  culti- 
vation. He  has  served  in  various  oflflces  in  the 
township,  having  been  Highway  Commissioner. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
Our  subject  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party  in 
politics,  casting  his  vote  and  the  weight  of  his  in- 
(luence  with  that  party.  The  fine  farm  of  which 
he  is  the  owner  and  proprietor  speaks  more  elo- 
(juently    than   any    wordy  praise  can  do  of    the 
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qualities  of  the  man — his  industry,  the  taste 
inislies  his  work  and  the  careful  management 
mables  him  to  accomplish  so  much. 


^ 


)ICHARI)  K.  WRIGGEL8W0RTH.  Among 
the  noteworthy  British- American  citizens  of 
Cohoctah  Township,  Livingston  County,  we 
are  gratified  to  be  able  to  present  the  por- 
md  give  a  sketch  of  Mr.  Wriggelswoilh,  whose 
ture  from  the  scenes  of  earth  was  deeply  re- 
id  by  all  who  had  come  within  the  scope  of 
jquaintance.  lie  was  born  March  26,  1884, 
:>ttinghamshire,  England.  His  father,  John 
S^elsworth,  who  was  a  butcher  in  England,  was 
married.  His  first  wife,  a  widow,  had  one 
iter  by  her  previous  marriage,  and  presented 
•.  Wriggelsworth  a  son,  who  is  our  subject, 
nother  did  not  leave  her  native  land,  but  died 
gland,  and  the  father's  second  wife  was  Sarah 
,  who  bore  him  four  sons  and  one  daughter, 
the  spring  of  1852  the  family  migrated  to  the 
d  States,  and  settled  first  in  the  Genesee  Val- 
S'.  Y.  In  185.*^  Mr.  Wriggelsworth  came  to 
gan  and  settled  in  Cohoctah  Township,  Liv- 
)n  County,  and  later  went  to  Argentine,  Gen- 
'ounty,  this  State,  purchasing  eighty  acres  of 
upon  which  he  lived  until  his  death.  May 
IS.  His  wife  still  survives  and  is  making  her 
with  her  children. 

on  the  farm  of  his  father  in  England,  young 
gels  worth  grew  to  maturity,  and  upon  com- 
)  this  country  he  engaged  with  his  father  in 
ng.  In  1855  he  came  to  Cohot^tah  Township, 
or  three  3'eai*s  worked  by  the  month,  and  af- 
rd  rented  the  eighty  acrc4^  on  section  8,  where 
idow  now  makes  hei*  home.  At  the  end  of  ^ve 
he  had  so  prospered  as  to  be  able  to  buy  this 
jrty,  to  which  he  added  from  time  to  time  un- 
the  time  of  his  death  he  owned  some  three  hun- 
and  forty  acres.     His  decease  occurred  Octo- 

fi,  1890,  and  he  was  truly  missed  not  only  in 

•  »■ 

•ivate  capacity  as  a  fanner,  but  also  as  a  citi- 


zen, and  especinlly  in  his  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  in  which  he  had  served  for  twenty  yeai-s. 
He  was  drafted  into  the  army  during  the  Civil 
War,  and  promptly  furnished  a  substitute. 

Mrs.  Wriggelsworth,  who  bore  the  name  of 
Nancy  J.  Hadsall,  was  l)orn  July  8,  1844,  in  Lu- 
zerne County,  Pa.,  and  she  is  the  daughter  of  Ed- 
ward and  Jane  (l)ymand)  Hadsall.  She  came  to 
Michigan  with  her  parents  in  1855,and  settled  in  Co- 
hoctah Township,  where  the  father  still  resides.  He 
served  the  cause  of  the  Union  during  the  Civil  War. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hadsall  had  nine  children  and  eight  of 
them  they  had  the  pleasure  of  rearing  to  manhood 
and  womanhood.  The  second  son,Gordon,  has  passed 
from  earth,  and  those  who  are  living  are  Milton, 
Mary  E.,  Perry,  James,  Nancy  J.,  Evert  E.,  Decker 
L.  and  Ellen.  The  marriage  day  of  Mr.  and  Mi's. 
Wriggelsworth,  was  M^rch  8.  1861,  and  through 
the  past  thirty  yeai*s  they  have  experienced  a  long 
period  of  domestic  happiness.  Ten  of  their  twelve 
children  are  now  living,  namely:  Sarah  A.,  Mary 
E.,  Schuyler  G.,  John  E.,  Orlando,  Carrie  L.,  Ken- 
yon  R.,  Dora  B.  and  Birtie  and  Myrtie  (twins). 
One  s<m,  Frank  L.,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-three; 
Sai-ah  A.  is  the  wife  of  AdeU)ert  Pay,  and  Mary  E. 
is  the  wife  of  Hiram  Gilland.  Besides  his  farming 
property,  our  subject  left  to  his  family  the  elevator 
which  is  doing  a  fiourishing  business  at  the  railroad 
station  of  Cohoctah.  He  was  highly  honored  and 
respected,  and  his  widow  shares  in  the  same  degree 
of  esteem. 


"§) 


fJN  IIARLES  FOSTER.  For  the  past  four  years 
a  resident  of  Okemo>,  our  subject  is  a  re- 
^'  tired  farmer  and  is  still  the  owner  of  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  excellent  land  in 
^leridian  Township,  inghaui  County.  He  was 
born  on  the  4th  of  October,  1824,  in  Kings- 
clere,  Hampshire,  England.  His  father,  Jesse  Fos- 
ter, was  born  in  the  place  above  named  in  178G. 
and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  owning  a  small 
farm  and  renting  two  large  ones  near  by.  Fom* 
generations  of  the  Foster  family  rented  the  same 
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fanny.  Jetikse  Foster  died  in  1852.  He  was  the 
father  of  thirteen  children,  whose  names  are  as 
follows:  Mary,  Ann,  Ix>uisa,  Sarah,  Rel)ecca,  John. 
Martha,  Charles,  William,  Hester,  Kliza,  Charlotte, 
and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

The  eldest  of  the  children  uamed  alM)ve  married 
John  Saltraai*sh  in  England;  she  died  and  he  mar- 
ried her  sister  Sarah;  they  emigrated  to  the  Tnited 
States  and  settled  in  Meridian  Townshij).  Ann 
lived  until  twenty-four  yeai's  of  age;  lx)uisa  mar- 
ried John  Jennings  and  is  now  decn^ased;  Rebecca 
Ijecame  the  wife  of  Charles  Poverv  and  is  now  a 
widow  living  in  Meridian  Township;  Martha  mar 
ried  (ieorge  Appleton,  of  England;  William  died 
when  twelve  years  of  age;  Hester  was  united  in 
marriage  to  William  Barrett, of  England;  ElizalK*th 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1852  an<l  married 
Christopher  Nichols;  she  als(»  is  deceased.  Our  su)>- 
ject*s  mother  wjis  j)rior  to  her  marriage  Mis-^  Char- 
lotte Harlot  and  lK)rn  in  Stratfield  Save.  England, 
when  the  Duke  of  Wellington  owned  this  as  liis 
country  place,  in  1784;  she  died  in  18;M. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  worked  on  the  farm 
of  his  father  until  he  was  twentv-tivc  years  of  age. 
spending  most  of  his  time  caring  for  an<l  herding 
sheep.  The  steward  of  the  estate  endeavored  to 
prevail  upon  the  young  man  to  remain  and  con- 
tinue the  management  of  the  farm  which  his  father 
had  s<j  long  and  favoral)ly  cared  for.  hut  the  ])rorn- 
isesof  the  New  AVorld  held  out  ton  young  man  and 
aspiring  emigrant  were  not  to  be  re>isted.  Before 
he  sailed  he  was  married  to  Miss  Christian  Nicliols. 
March  14,  1850.  Their  wedding  trip  was  the 
journey  across  the  ocean  to  their  new  home.  .Mrs. 
Foster  was  born  in  lk»rksliire.  England.  March  24. 
1829.  Her  father.  Samuel,  w:\s  a  wood-turner  and 
brush-maker  and  died  in  Berkshire  iii  1878  at  the 
age  of  eighty-one  year>.  Her  niother'>  maiden 
name  wa.s  Sarah  Taylor.  After  landin<r  in  .\ew 
York  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fo^te^  came  directly  to  Pontiac. 
Mich.  At  this  place  he  bought  a  few  indis|)ens- 
a))le  tools  and  household  goocls  nn<l  loading  them 
into  a  wairon  drawn  by  ox-tenn)s  they  started  on 
the  tedious  tri])  for  the  farm  now  owned  by  them. 
The  tirst  year  our  >ubject  was  ilia  great  portion  of 
the  time  with  fever  and  ague  and  life  in  the  ne^^ 
countr}'  was  particularly  hard  for  him.  as  he  knew 


so  little  of  pioneer  farming.  It  was  especially  dif- 
ficult for  him  to  become  a  giKxi  chop|)er,  but  by 
industry  and  economy,  as  the  years  have  gone  bv, 
he  has  amassed  a  fair  fortune  and  has  given  sul>- 
stantial  aid  to  his  children  and  is  still  in  pro^per• 
ous  circumstances,  ranking  among  the  .««olid  farmers 
of  Ingham  County. 

Ten  children  have  l)een  l>om  to  this  cimple. 
'ihey  are  William  C.,  Henry  N.,  Thomas  B.,  Agnes 
S..  Charles  S.,  John  C.,  Walter  J.,  Ella  C,  Clifford 
C.  and  Berti-am  (J.  William,  who  was  bom  Jan- 
uary 12.  18r)2,  died  in  his  fouileenth  vear;  Ilenrv. 
who  wjis  born  Mairh  15,  1854.  married  F)mma 
Herre,  of  Aferidan  Township;  they  have  three  chil- 
dren— Sidney,  Nellie  and  I^na.  'Hiomas  B.,  liorii 
.Vu^ust  \\K  1855,  died  in  his  twentv-sixth  vear; 
Agnes  S..  who  was  boni  l)ecemhc»r  15,  1856,  mar- 
ried Edward  Blair,  now  of  Manistee,  this  State; 
thev  have  thre<'  cbildiTU — Charles,  Ethel  auu  Ben. 
Charles  S..  born  .S,  1858,  married  Mary  Khun;  their 
children  are — Burr. William,  Roy,  Ard, Edward,  Ros- 
etha  and  .Norman.  John,  who  was  born  February  2, 
18()().  married  Jenny  C(K)k.  of  Meridian  Township: 
two  children  aie  n(»w  living — Kittie  and  Ruth. 
Mrs.  .lohn  Foster  died  February  2,  1890;  Walter, 
who  wjis  born  in  1862,  married  Emma  Armstrong. 
of  Muir:  she  died  July  2<),  1890.  This  son  wa< 
(Mlucated  at  the  Michigan  Agricultural  (^ollege  for 
:i  time  and  tinally  entered  the  Medical  Department 
of  the  rniversity  at  W(K)ster,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
from  which  he  was  gi*aduated  in  1885.  He  is  now  a 
l)hysician  at  Laingsburg,  this  State.  He  wa.^  married 
aofain  in  l8iH)  to  Miss  .May  Olnev,  of  Pine  I^ke: 
Ella,  who  was  born  OctobiM*  8, 1863,  married  Aaron 
Hoby.  of  Bath:  they  are  the  [parents  of  two  chil- 
(l,H.n_Kdith  and  Murle,  who  died  July  22,  1891. 
ClitTord.  IxHii  ()ctol>cr  2.  1865,  married  Olive  Shif- 
fer,  of  Bath.  Bertram,  born  July  3,  1868.  died 
when  two  years  of  age. 

Both  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  Iwen  identi- 
fied with  the  Methodist  E])is<:»opal  Church  of  Oke- 
ino>  for  about  forty  years.  Politicallv,  Mr.  Foster 
is  a  Hepublican.  having  the  most  abiding  faith  in 
the  platform  (►f  that  i)arty.  Always  having  l)eeii 
interested  in  the  raising  of  sheep,  Mr.  Foster  has 
fouiHl  them  to  1h»  very  profitable.  He  wjis  a  she|H 
herd  in    his  younger  days  and  has  dealt  (}uite  ex- 
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tensively  in  them  for  many  3'ear8.  He  is  undoubt- 
edly the  best  posted  man  on  this  subject  in  Meridian 
Township.  The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  head 
is  a  most  estimable  one,  and  the  position  they  oc- 
cupy in  this  township  is  enviable. 


M^^?;«@l^^^ 


DAM  SHALLER.  In  the  career  of  this 
gentleman  who  has  for  many  years  been  a 
successful  farmer  in  Livingston  County 
and  is  now  located  on  section  29.  Cohoctah 
Township,  may  l)e  found  an  illustration  of  the 
worth  of  good  principles  and  habits  of  industry 
and  prudence.  He  had  not  inherited  wealth  that 
falls  to  some  men,  but  has  fought  his  way  through 
life,  provided  only  with  the  advantages  that  a 
beneficent  nature  has  granted  him.  He  was  born 
iu  Bavaria,  Germany,  near  Seiblitz,  Noveml)er  9, 
1832,  and  is  a  son  of  Adam  and  Margaret  (Rank) 
Shaller.  Reared  to  agricultural  work,  before  leav- 
ing the  Fatherland  he  was  overseer  for  a  nobleman 
who  possessed  a  fine  estate.  After  liis  marriage  he 
engaged  in  farming  for  himself,  but  life  in  the 
New  World  opening  up  an  alluring  vista  before 
him,  he  with  his  family  left  Germany  about  Sept- 
ember 1,  1848.  They  took  vessel  at  Bremen  and 
after  a  journey  of  seven  weeks  and  three  days, 
landed  at  New  York  and  proceeded  in  a  few  weeks 
to  Michigan.  Their  firet  stop  was  made  at  Tetis- 
boro,  Washtenaw  Count3^ 

In  the  last  week  in  December,  1848,  the  family 
to  which  our  subject  belonged  located  on  eighty 
acres  of  section  29,  C'ohoctah  Township,  where 
the  father  of  the  family  died  in  August,  1850,  at 
the  age  of  forty-five  yeai*s.  At  his  decease  he  left 
to  his  widow  one  son,  our  subject,  the  parents 
having  lost  one  daughter  previous  to  coming  to 
this  country.  Our  subject's  mother  was  thrice 
married,  her  first  imion  being  with  a  Mr.  Kreil. 
By  him  she  became  the  mother  of  four  children, 
two,  Adam  and  Margaret,  reaching  years  of  ma- 
turity but  remaining  in  their  native  land.  Her 
second  husband  was  Joiin  Shodel  and  bv  this  mar- 
riage  three  children  were  bom  who  reached  ma- 


turity. Eli  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one;  Eliza- 
beth Zahan  also  died,  leaving  a  son  and  daughter 
— Adam  and  Margaret.  By  the  third  marriage  she 
liecame  Mi's.  Shaller.  She  passed  away  from  this 
life  in  August,  1872,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  3'^ear8. 
She  was  a  woman  of  large  nature  and  of  keen 
mental  and  moral  perceptions.  She  has  been  a  life- 
long member  of  the  Lutheran  Chuix?h. 

As  is  the  custom  in  Germany  our  subject 
received  a  good  practical  education  in  his  native 
tongue.  Reared  on  a  fann,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  began  life  for  himself  on  eighty  acres  of 
land  belonging  to  the  homestead  taken  up  by  his 
father  in  Cohoctah  Township.  He  assumed  the  care 
and  sup|X)rt  of  his  mother  and  lK)ught  out  his 
sister's  interest  in  the  estate.  The  place  upon  which 
the  family  originally  settled  on  coming  here,  has 
ever  since  been  his  home.  He  has  added  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  since  being  care-taker  of 
the  estate,  and  has  cleared  over  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres.  At  two  different  times  he  sold  land 
aggregating  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  so  that 
his  farm  now  comprises  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acres. 

For  the  past  year  Mr.  Shaller  has  resided  on  the 
farm  across  the  road  from  the  old  homestead.  This 
is  finely  improved  with  handsome  buildings,  his 
residence  being  pleasantly  located  on  a  command- 
ing eminence  and  containing  all  the  comforts  and 
many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  He  also  has  excellent 
barns  and  shelters  for  his  stock  of  which  he  is  very 
proud.  He  has  raised  some  of  the  finest  cattle 
ever  seen  in  his  community,  sparing  no  trouble  or 
expense  in  procuring  the  finest  grades. 

February  11,  1856,  the  subject  of  this  bio- 
graphical notice  wa**  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
I^hring,  who  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  Octo- 
ber 23,  1837.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Agatha  (Fingbiner)  Lahring,  natives  of  Germany, 
the  father  born  near  Hanover  and  the  mother,  near 
Wittenberg.  Their  marriage  t(x>k  place  after  they 
came  to  this  country  and  their  first  home  was  made 
in  the  city  where  Mr.  Lahring  was  employed  in  a 
sugar  factory.  In  1839  they  came  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Holly,  Oakland  County,  where  they 
resided  until  the  death  of  the  father,  which  occur- 
red about  1869,  at  the  age  of  sixty^threc  yeai-s. 
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The  family  bom  to  this  worthy  couple  comprised 
five  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  John  F., 
Elizabeth,  Henrietta,  Charlotte  and  SH>phia.  Mrs. 
Shaller's  fatlier  is  one  of  six  children  lK>ni  to  his 
parents.  They  are  Margaret,  Henry,  Harmon, 
John  Frederick,  I^wis  and  Catherine. 

The  domestic  life  of  the  gentleman  of  whom  it 
is  our  pleasure  to  here  give  a  sketch  in  outline,  ha** 
l>een  of  the  happiest  nature.  His  wife  is  an  excel 
lent  and  amiable  housewife  and  a  good  manager, 
so  that  the  interior  economy  is  carried  on  as  |^r- 
fectly  as  the  policy  which  has  made  the  outer 
agricultural  work  a  success.  Three  children  have 
licen  bom  to  this  worthy  couple.  They  are  Fred 
W.,  John  H.  and  Clara  J.,  the  latter  of  wiioni  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty -three  yeai>,  Mr.  Shaller  is  a 
good  citizen,  loyal  ti)  his  adopted  country  and 
anxious  that  the  best  measures  should  1k»  ad<>pte<l 
for  the  advancement  of  every  department  in  the 
hx»iity  in  wliich  he  lives.  Although  Iiis  inclina- 
tions in  church  matters  are  for  his  own  denomina- 
tion and  that  to  which  he  was  brought  up — thv 
I^utheran — he  is  a  generou>  contributor  to  all 
chiu'ches.  He  is  a  Hepublican  in  politics  and  in 
his  i^ersonal  life  is  an  example  of  ui>rightnes^  and 
straightforward,  simple  honor. 


^4\  'V-ILLIAM  J.  MINKK.  Most  generally  known 
\/\jI/  **^  ^*^^'  i)roprietor  of  the  livery  stable  in 
J^'  Fowlerville,  Livingston  County,  Mr.  Miner 
is  also  engaged  in  business  as  (^)perator  of  the  stoani 
siwmill.  located  near  the  track  of  the  Detroit, 
Lansing  iV  Northern  Railroad,  which  is  an  industry 
that  adds  greatly  to  the  enterprise  of  the  commun- 
ity giving  employment  to  n  number  of  men  and 
making  current  a  large  timount  of  money.  Mr. 
Miner  is  a  native  of  this  State,  having  been  born 
in  Conway  Township.  Livingston  Connty.  Nov- 
ember 7,  184G.  lie  is  the  son  of  Kzra  and  Annie 
M.  (.Skidniore)  Miner,  natives  of  New  York.  Our 
subject's  parents  emigrated  to  the  West,  casting 
their  lot  with  the  pioneers  whose  unceasing  eftorts 
have  made  Michigan  one  af  the  most  lK*autiful  and 


fertile  of  States.  About  1842,  he  settled  in  Hart- 
land  Township  where  he  engaged  in  famiing. 

Kzra  Miner  moved  from  his  first  location  in 
Hartland  Township  to  Conway,  where,  securing 
eighty  acres  of  woodland  he  at  once  engaged  in 
farming.  Fii-st  clearing  a  space  in  the  midst  of 
the  timber  he  laid  the  monarchs  of  the  foi*est  low 
in  order  to  erect  a  log  house  for  his  family.  He 
imrtially  improved  the  farm  and  in  1887  he  sold  it 
and  removed  to  Handy  Township  from  Corunna 
and  here  he  has  since  engaged  in  farming.  He  is 
a  sti'ong  adherent  of  the  Democratic  party.  He 
and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  six  children  who 
are  living.  They  are  Emily,  Mehitable,  William 
J.,  Frank  M.,  Selden  S.  and  Henrv  B.  The  eldest 
daughter  is  now  Mi's.  Converse;  Mehitabie  is  Mrs. 
Dawson;  Frank  is  a  farmer  in  Livingston  County; 
S»lden  S.  is  an  attorney  at  Corunna,  JShiawas^ee 
County,  holding  the  orfice  of  Prosecuting  Attorney 
for  the  county;  Henry  B.  is  a  farmer  in  Osceola 
County,  this  St:it^'.  Another  son,  Floyd,  was  a 
druggist  and  a  wholesale  and  retail  grocer  at  St. 
Ignace  on  the  Mackinaw  Stmit.  There  lie  was 
drowned  July  T).  188;'),  by  the  ca(wizing  of  a  sail 
boat  in  which  three  others  l)e^ides  himself  met  an 
untimely  end.  Although  only  al>out  a  mile  from 
shore  thev  were  never  any  of  them  found. 

( )ur  subject  remained  at  home  until  twenty-one 
yeai-s  of  age.  As  a  boy  he  received  the  advant- 
ages common  in  the  public  schools.  He  wa<«  raised 
a  farmer  and  as*<isled  his  father  witli  that  work  as 
long  JUS  he  was  under  the  parental  i*oof.  On  start- 
ing out  for  himself  after  reaching  his  majority,  he 
l)egan  farming  in  Cohoctah  Township,  this  county. 
stK'uring  eighty  acres  of  land.  For  four  veal's  he 
devoti^d  his  attention  and  energies  to  this  tract 
and  then  sobl  out,  going  t<»  Corunna  where  ho 
renniined  for  three  months.  He  then  rettirned  to 
Cohoctah  and  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  where  he  remained  for  twelve  veai>, 
during  which  time  lie  was  engaged  in  general 
farming.  .Vfter  s|)ending  so  long  a  time  up<m  the 
place  it  can  well  l»e  imagined  that  he  parted  with 
it  reluctantly,  lie,  however,  felt  that  commeix-ial 
life  was  more  suited  to  his  yeai^s  and  tem|>erament 
and  on  selling  his  place  came  to  Fowlerville  wheiv 
he    ha>   >in(('    engaged    in    his     present    bus^iness. 
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Aside  from  his  teams  and  fine  turaouts  he  has  two 
very  good  busses  that  are  used  in  conveying  trav- 
elei*s  to  and  from  station  and  hotels.  He  keeps 
constantly  on  hand  ten  good  horses  and  a  large 
number  of  fine  turnouts. 

Mr.  Miner  built  his  steam  sawmill  this  la^^t 
spring  (1891).  He  already  employs  eight  men 
and  does  a  thriving  business.  He  has  ten  acres  of 
land  lying  inside  the  corpomte  limits  of  the  town 
and  a  fine  residence  on  Grand  River  Street.  This 
is  presided  over  very  gi*acefully  by  his  wife,  who 
was  before  her  mamage  Miss  Emmie  Daly,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  Daly  of  Cohoctah  Township,  this 
county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Minor  were  united  in  the 
Ijonds  of  matrimony  March  9.  1869.  They  have 
<me  child,  a  son,  Fred  L.  The  soc»ial  relations  of 
our  subject  are  firmly  laid  in  the  meml^ership  with 
the  Masons  and  as  one  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen.  Politically,  he  inherits  a  faith 
in  the  Democratic  creed.  Mr.  Miner  is  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  the  village. 


AMES  M.  MONROE.  A  prominent  citizen 
of  I-.eroy  Township.  Ingham  County,  he 
whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  has 
the  interest  of  the  community  at  heart,  not 
only  because  he  is  an  integral  part  of  that  commu- 
nity, but  from  a  humanitarian  and  a  sectional 
standpoint,  taking  pride  in  everything  that  shall 
redound  to  the  honor  of  the  |>eople  with  whom  his 
lot  is  cast.  He  is  the  owner  and  resident  upon  sec- 
tion 14,  Leroy  Township,  and  a  native  of  Living- 
ston County,  this  State,  being  there  born  Decem- 
ber 4,  1838. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  a  son  of  Francis  and 
Luana  (Hicks)  Monroe.  His  paternal  grandsire  is 
.said  to  have  l)een  a  Hevolutionarv  soldier.  His 
imrents  emigrated  to  the  Wolverine  State  and  here 
settled  in  the  early  '30s.  Their  first  home  was 
made  in  the  depth  of  the  woods  where  they  were 
the  first  settles  in  that  region.  Francis  Monroe, 
our  subject's  father  still  survives,  making  his  home 
in  the  city  of  Howell.     He  is  in  his  seventy -eighth 


year,  and  has  been  the  father  of  ten  children,  of 
whom  seven  still  survive.  They  ai'e  Henry  O., 
Francis,  James  M.,  Norton  M.,  George,  William 
and  Lucinda.  The  last  named  is  the  wife  of  Ben- 
jamin Morgan. 

In  early  days  Fitincis  Monroe  served  as  Presi- 
dent of  l^ivingston  County  Agricultural  Society, 
and  was  (me  of  the  Board  who  first  organized  the 
Central  Fair  in  I^nsing.  In  his  political  liking  a 
Republican,  he  was  ever  lo^'al  to  his  party.  The 
gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  to  man- 
hood iu  his  native  State  and  county.  He  received 
the  education  common  to  the  lads  of  his  time, 
which  means  that  he  absorl)ed  a  practical  amount 
of  knowledge  regarding  the  three  r*s.  Since  that 
time  his  broader  experience  has  added  to  his  self 
culture  to  a  great  degree,  and  for  a  short  time  he 
attended  school  at  Howell.  It  was  a  select  institu- 
tion of  leaming. 

Our  subjec^t  enlisted  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion 
thi*ee  times.  The  third  time  he  joined  Company 
(y,  Fifth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  with  his  regiment 
was  as^gned  to  duty  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
He  fought  in  the  siege  of  Yorktown  and  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Williamsburg,  where  he  received  a  Ijayonet 
wound  above  the  knee  cap  on  the  left  leg.  He  was 
also  in  the  Imttle  of  Five  Oaks,  where  he  had  three 
bullets  shot  through  his  clothing.  He  was  also  in 
the  battle  of  Peach  Orchard  and  in  that  of  Chan- 
tilly,  besides  participating  in  the  l)attle  of  Malvern 
Hill;  he  was  also  at  Harrison's  landing,  and  was 
engaged  in  several  minor  skirmishes.  In  addition 
to  his  previous  wounds  he  received  a  sunstroke  at 
Harrison  landing,  and  confined  to  the  hospital  for 
a  time,  being  finally  discharged  November  17, 1862, 
after  which  he  returned  to  his  native  State. 

Mr.  Monroe  was  married  on  the  2d  of  »July, 
1863,  his  bride  l)eing  Miss  Elizabeth,  a  daughter 
of  Edmund  Allchln,  of  whom  a  sketch  appears 
iu  another  part  of  this  Album.  Three  children 
are  the  fruit  of  this  union.  Thev  arc:  Elmer, 
who  is  married  and  resides  in  Wel)erville;  Lottie; 
and  Lulu,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  Leonard.  Lot- 
tie is  the  wife  of  Alpheus  Townsend.  Besides  these 
children  of  their  own,  they  have  also  an  adopted 
son,  Arthur  A.,  who  is  a  child  of  our  subject's 
brother,  George  Monroe.     The  children  are  yoimg 
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Andrew,  Jessie  M.,  Charles  S.  and  Claude  B.  The 
oldest  son  is  a  stationary  engineer  by  profession, 
having  run  the  same  engine  for  the  last  three 
years;  Jessie  M.,  is  now  clerking  for  William  Mc 
Pherson  <fe  Sons  of  Howell;  Charles  S.  and  Claude 
B.  are  their  mother's  assistants  in  caring  for  the 
farm.  Mrs.  Parker  grows  fruits,  in  which  she  is 
very  successful — peaches,  pears,  plums  and  small 
fruits.  She  is  an  active,  enterprising  womaii  and 
highly  respected  by  all  who  know  her. 


•'^'^ 
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%£  ANLY    H.  SHERMAN   was  bom  January 

6,  1843,  at  Mt.  Morris,  Livingston  County, 

I   N.  Y.     His   father,  Josiah  Sherman,  was  a 

native  of  the  same  State,  bom  in  the    year 

« 

of  1800,  and  was  a  weaver  by  trade.  The  mother, 
who  is  of  German  descent,  was  bom  in  New  Jer- 
^ev  during  the  same  year  and    bore    tJie  maiden 

••  fZ7  ft 

name  of  Ruth  Carr.  Tlie  ancestors  came  from 
England  originally,  and  were  three  brothers — 
John,  James  and  Morgan,  and  from  these,  who 
came  over  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  all  the 
Shermans  in  the  United  States  have  sprung. 

Manly  II.  Sherman  was  but  six  years  old  when 
he  came  with  his  i)arents  to  Ingham  County, 
Mich.,  where  the  father  carried  on  weaving  for  the 
fii*st  two  years  and  then  sold  his  little  home  and 
bought  thirty  acres  of  land  in  Wheatfield  Town- 
ship, where  they  resided  for  seventeen  years. 
Manly  II.,  who  was  the  youngest  in  the  family  of 
eleven,  remained  at  home  luitil  he  reached  the  age 
of  twTnty-three,  and  until  he  was  seventeen  yeai-s 
old  he  attended  the  distiict  school. 

Being  converted  to  Christianity  at  an  earl}'  age, 
and  aspiring  to  the  ministry,  our  suliject  Ixjcame 
dissatisfied  with  his  education  and  attended  the 
High  vSchool  at  Owosso  for  five  terms,  and  then 
took  one  term  at  Ypsilanti  High  School,  preparing 
himself  for  college.  Owing  to  overwork  and  ex- 
posure  and  consequent  ill-health,  the  young  man 
finally  gave  up  the  prospect  of  a  collegiate  course. 
During    the  war   his  brother  Josiah    entered    the 


army  as  a  member  of  the  Third  Michigan  Infantry. 
He  died  at  Chattanooga,  March  23,  1865,  and 
willed  to  our  subject  his  small  estate,  with  which 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  from  his  father. 

In  the  fall  of  1866  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Elthea  Russell,  of  Ypsilanti.  daugh- 
ter of  Jonathan  Russell,  a  farmer.  He  was  still 
determined  to  have  a  more  thorough  education, 
and  entering  May  hew 's  College,  at  Albion,  took  a 
business  course.  He  sold  the  farm  in  order  to  edu- 
cate himself  and  carry  his  family  expenses,  and  he 
then  went  to  work  upon  a  farm. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Sherman  took  place 
June  22,  1870,  the  bride  being  Helen  Burdick, 
of  Meridian  Township,  daughter  of  Robert  Bur- 
dick. One  daughter  is  the  result  of  this  marriage, 
Helen  B.,  who  was  bom  in  1876,  and  is  at  home 
with  her  parents,  where  she  is  still  pui*suing  her 
literary  and  musical  education. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Mr.  Sherman  was 
disai)pointed  in  his  educational  plans,  he  finally 
joined  the  Michigan  Conference  and  for  some 
time  devoted  himsc^lf  to  the  ministry  of  the  (tOs- 
pel.  Twenty-two  years  ago  he  removed  to  Oke- 
mus  and  for  one  year  carried  on  a  drug  stoix?. 
Selling  that  out,  he  went  to  Jackstm,  whei^e  he  en- 
gaged in  the  undertaking  business,  contracting  a 
debt  of  about  '^4,000.  He  gradually  gained  in 
po|)ularity  until  he  had  a  large  share  of  the  under- 
tj^king  business  in  that  city,  and  in  two  and  one- 
half  years  he  cleared  over  452,000.  He  then  lK>ught 
out  the  drug  business  of  G.  A.  Hurd,  of  Okemus. 
and  carried  it  on  for  one  year. 

The  next  enterprise  of  Mr.  Sherman  was  in  the 
line  of  farming,  in  which  he  was  unfortunate,  and 
he  then  returned  to  Jackson  and  was  there  engaged 
in  service  for  others,  and  finally  went  into  the 
drug  and  grocery  business  at  Okemus.  After  a 
fire,  which  destroyed  his  store  and  stock,  he  rebuilt 
and  is  now  prosperous  in  his  business  and  is 
running  a  drug  store  and  grocery.  He  was  a 
resident  of  Wlteattield  before  the  plank  road  was 
established  and  has  Ixjen  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  since  he  was  seventeen  years 
old,  and  in  this  religious  home  his  wife  is  also  an 
active  memlx^r.  He  l)elongs  to  Lodge  No.  17, 
F.   (k  A.  M.,  at  Jackson,   Lodge  No.    229,   I.   O. 
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O.  F.,  at  Okemos,  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen,  at  Lansing,  to  the  Good  Templars  and 
to  the  Knights  of  T^bor  and  is  a  Granger.  He  is 
also  connected  with  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and  is  a 
patriotic  man,  being  deeply  interested  in  Ameri- 
can prosperity. 

All  through  his  early  years  Mr.  Sherman  was  a 
Republican,  and  for  a  time  was  attached  to  the 
Prohibition  party,  but  has  now  returned  to  his 
former  connection.  His  mother  died  in  1880,  at 
Wheatfield,  and  his  father  passed  away  in  1882. 
They  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  two  died  in 
infancy  and  three  were  called  hence  after  reach- 
ing  maturity. 


T^-i-iT 
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\j^^  <fe  A.  HUDSON.  It  is  not  now  an  unusual 
|i  thing  to  find  ladies  launching  into  business 
for  themselves  and  making  a  striking  suc- 
cess in  their  chosen  calling.  The  two  ladies 
who  are  the  proprietors  of  the  Hudson  House  in 
the  city  of  Lansing  could  not  well  fail,  however, 
to  elicit  the  smile  of  Fortunatus,  for  so  clever  are 
they  and  so  pleasing  in  manner  as  to  make  their 
place  an  attiuctive  and  homelike  resort  for  gentle- 
men and  ladies.  The  firm  is  composed  of  two 
sisters,  Mrs.  Hattie  (Hudson)  Bowie  and  Miss  Allie 
Hudson. 

The  ladies  are  of  English  parentage,  their  father, 
Martin  Hudson,  being  a  native  of  Berkshire,  Eng- 
land, and  there  born  May  4,  1819.  He  was  reared 
in  his  native  land  until  a  child  of  ten  or  twelve 
yeai-s  and  then  with  his  parents  came  to  America. 
They  located  in  Rogei-sville,  Ohio,  on  a  farm, 
where  the  young  man  was  reared,  but  as  soon  as 
he  had  a  voice  in  liis  own  affairs  he  began  service 
as  a  bell  boy  in  the  old  American  House  in  Cleve- 
land, gradually  working  up  in  the  business  and 
finalh'  set  out  for  himself  as  the  proprietor  of  a 
hotel  in  Huron,  Ohio.  Later  he  removed  to  Milan, 
Ohio,  where  he  remained  in  the  hotel  business  until 
he  came  to  Lansing  in  18o9.  lie  brought  his 
family  hither  by  stage  from  Jackson.  He  had 
been  here  previously  and  had  leased  the  old  Lan- 


sing House,  which  he  ran  until  it  was  burned.     He 
then   became   the  proprietor  of  the  old   Benton 
House,  now  known  as  the  Everett  House.     This 
he  continued  for  about  two  years  and  then  took 
charge  of  the  old  Eagle  House,  which  he  later  pur- 
chased, changing  its  name  to  the  American  House. 
When  the  new  Tensing  House,  now  called  Hotel 
Downey,  was  completed  Mr.  Hudson  furnished  the 
place  and  opened  it,  giving  a  grand  house-warming 
as  the  inaugural  affair.     He  conducted  it  for  about 
eleven  years,  from  1864  to  1875,  and  then  sold  his 
interest  in  it  to  N.  G.  Isabelle.      Later  he  built  the 
Hudson  House  on  the  site  of  the  old  American 
House.    This  building  is  a  fine,  large,  substantial 
edifice,  well  furnished  and  conducted  by  him  until 
his   death,  which   occuiTcd   March    15,  1889.     He 
was  at  the  time  sixty-nine  years  of  age.     He  was 
of  a  genial,  whole-souled  nature  and  greatly  liked 
by  all  who  came   in   contact   with   him.     In   his 
political  liking  he  was  a  strong  Republican  and  of 
course  in  his  position  the  weight  of  his  influence 
was  not  small.     He  was  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Michigan  Hotelmen's  Association  and   for  many 
yeai-s  was  one  of  its  most  prominent  members.    He 
took  an  active  stand  in  the  workings  of  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  was  arepi*esent- 
ative    to    the   Grand  Lodge   almost   every   year. 
For  one  term  he  filled  the  position  of  Alderman 
from  the  Third  Ward,  but  resigned   the  place  at 
the  end  of  the  second  year.     The  last  two  months 
of  his  life  he  spent  at  Harper's  Hospital  at  Detroit 
and  there  died.     Although  he  was  not  connected 
with  any  religious  body  his  inclination  was  strongly 
toward  the  Episcopalians. 

The  mother  of  our  subjects  was,  previous  to  her 
marriage,  Miss  Elizabeth  Crask,  an  English  lady, 
who  was  l)orn  in  the  town  of  Lynn.  She  came  to 
America  with  her  mother  when  but  eleven  years 
of  age  and  was  married  at  Florence,  Ohio,  Decem- 
l>er  6.  1848.  She  died  September  23,  1887,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-three  years.  She  was  a  meml)er  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  and  a  devoted  Christian 
woman  with  high  ideals  of  right  and  honor.  She 
was  the  mother  of  five  children,  whose  names  are 
as  follows:  E.  Herbert,  Winthrop,  I..ester,  Hattie  H. 
and  Allie  L.  The  eldest  son  enlisted  in  Company 
A,  Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  served  over 
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three  veai-s  in  the  Civil  War.  He  is  now  a  i*esident 
of  Ciiieatfo.  Wintiirop  died  in  IHTo  in  I^ansini;. 
Lester  is  in  hu5»iness  in  l^nsin*;. 

Hattie  and  Allie  were  hoth  lM>rn  in  Lansin<;  and 
were  here  reared  and  ediieated.  After  their  father's 
death  they  l)ec«nie  the  ix>sses8soi-s  t>f  the  Hudson 
House  and  have  sinee  been  its  proprietoi*s,  and 
sfuests  who  eonie  here  suffer  no  diminution  of  eare 
and  attention  from  times  past.  It  is  run  in  tii-st- 
elass  style  and  is  a  |X>pular  resort  for  the  U'st  peo- 
ple of  the  place  and  of  those  who  are  sojourninir 
here  for  a  short  time.  Miss  Hattie  was  married 
Ausjrust  H,  18HD,  to  Harry  A.  Howie,  a  native  of 
Portland,  Me.  He  eame  to  Ionising  a  yountr  man 
and  now  has  eharge  of  the  Hudson  in  eompany 
with  his  wife  and  sister-in-law.  The  subjects  of 
this  sketch  are  Uith  regular  attendant**  of  tlie  Kpis- 
eopal  Church  and  if  ladies  could  liave  politio 
theii-s  would  l>e  Hepublican. 

The  attention  of  the  reader  is  invited  to  the 
lithographic  portrait  of  the  late  Mr.  Hudson, 
found  in  connec^tion  with  this  sketch. 


ILLLVM  R  KA(;KH.  Prominent  in  ai^ri- 
cultui*al  and  church  circles  is  he  whose 
'/  ▼/  name  we  have  just  given,  whose  splendid 
farm  is  to  In*  found  on  section  7,  in  Oceola.  his  na- 
tive township.  Here  he  was  born  Xoveml>er  (>, 
\Hi\K  and  his  father,  »hicob  M.  Kaiser,  was  a  native 
of  ()ranji:e  Count v,  N.  V.,  where  he  had  his  earlv 
traininij  and  education.  Thence  he  came  to  Oce- 
ola  Township,  Livinirston  Count  v.  in  1847,  locat- 
ing  where  his  son  William  now  lives.  Here  he 
took  up  from  the  (government  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  wild  land  and  proceeded  to  chop 
logs  with  which  to  Iniild  a  home.  After  improv- 
ing this  place  he  removed  to  Millington  and  there 
engai^ed  in  the  milling  business,  but  after  six  \ears 
removed  to  Howell,  where  he  now  residi*>.  He  is 
an  earne>t  Hepublican  in  hi<  political  views  and 
most  wisely  and  judiciously  has  tilled  the  oflice  of 
Justice   of   the    Peace  for  manv    vears.     He   is  an 
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active  and  eflleient  memlier  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  and  heli)ed  to  build  the  first  chnreh  that 
was  ever  erected  in  Howell. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  also  lx>re  the 
name  of  W.  B.  F^ger,  and  came  to  Michigan  froiu 
Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  during  the  same  year  in 
which  his  son,  .Jacob,  ivmoved  hither.  He  al»<»  » 
t(K)k  up  land  here  although  he  returned  to  New 
York  for  a  while,  but  came  liack  to  this  State  and 
here  sjKMit  the  remainder  of  his  years*,  dying  at  a 
good  old  age.  The  nmiden  name  of  the  grand- 
mother of  our  subje<*t  wa,**  M<x>i*e,  and  his  moth- 
er's maiden  name  was  Kmilv  Comfort,  wa.^^  alsi) 
b<»rn  in  Orange  County,  X.  Y..  and  is  still  i*e- 
maining  in  life  to  l»e  the  comfort  and  inspiration 
of  her  children.  Of  her  four  sons  and  om* 
<laughtcr  all  are  living,  except  <me  that  tUed  in  in- 
fancv. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  wa,*<  reared  in  his  na- 
tive home  and  remained  under  the  parental  roof 
until  he  reached  the  iXicv  of  twenty-five  vears, 
when  he  was  united  in  marriage*  October  14,  1874, 
to  l^aura  Walker,  the  wedding  taking  place  at  the 
home  of  the  bride's  father,  Mr.  RolXfrt  Walker,  of 
whom  our  reader>  will  be  ])lea8ed  to  know  more, 
and  thev  ^^ill  rtnd  a  brief  sketch  of  him  on  another 
page  of  this  book.  This  lady  is  a  native  of  Oceola 
rownship,  and  had  her  birth  in  I85r>.  The  young 
couple  remaine<l  with  Mr.  P^^ager's  parents  for  one 
vcar  after  marriaire,  and  then  built  for  themst*lve> 
a  home  (HI  section  8,  Oceola  Townshij),  and  theiv 
carried  on  general  farming  for  eight  yeai^s,  after 
which  thev  removed  to  the  old  homestead  where 
thev  now  reside. 

a 

Four  manly  sons  have  been  gmnted  to  this  cou- 
ple and  to  them  they  have  given  the  following 
name^:  Lyman,  Robert,  .lames  1^.  and  Arthur  P. 
One  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  Mr.  Kager's 
farm  is  situated  on  section  7,  and  one  hundred  and 
thirtv-three  acres  on  section  8,  and  all  is  under 
cultivation  with  the  exception  of  sixty-live  acres 
which  remain  in  timl)er.  For  eleven  years  he  has 
been  operating  a  threshing  machine,  and  he  bought 
a  new  >team  thresher  this  fall.  He  keeps  some  verv 
fine  cattle  and  now  has  three  head  of  thorouirh- 
bred  Holsteins  and  keeps  from  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  sheep   the 
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year  round.  He  also  has  five  roadsters  and  draft 
horses,  and  everything  about  his  farm  is  in  excel- 
lent condition. 

The  Republican  party  is  the  political  organiza- 
tion with  which  Mr.  Eager  finds  himself  in  har^ 
mony.  He  was  Township  Clerk  in  1889  and  1890 
for  seven  years  was  a  school  director.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees  and  has 
held  offices  in  that  body.  Both  he  and  Mrs.  Eager 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  and  take 
an  active  part  in  its  work. 
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n|)ENJAMIN  8H0WERMAN.  New  York  has 
sent  many  of  her  sons  as  pioneers  to  Mich- 
igan and  almost  invariably  they  have 
proved  good  citizens,  to  whom  the  develop- 
ihent  of  the  country  owes  unspeakably  much.  He 
Whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is  one  of 
the  many  who  came  hither  at  an  early  day  and 
have  been  instrumental  in  the  general  upbuilding 
and  perfecting  of  the  State.  He  now  resides  on 
section  15,  Wheatland  Township,  Ingham  County, 
where  he  has  a  pleasant  home  that  promises  to  be 
a  haven  of  rest  aiid  jjeace  to  his  declining  years. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  son  of  William  Shower- 
man,  a  native  of  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.  He  was 
there  married  to  Gertrude  Morrison,  a  daughter  of 
Conrad  Morrison,  a  native  of  the  same  county. 
To  the  elder  Mr.  Showerman  and  his  wife  were  bom 
five  sons  and  two  daughters  that  enjoyed  ordinary 
educational  advantages.  They  remained  in  New 
York  until  the  death  of  the  father,  who  throughout 
life  was  engaged  as  a  farmer.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  militia  in  the  Empire  State  and  was  ready 
to  be  called  upon  in  time  of  need. 

Our  subject,  Benjamin  Showerman,  war*  horn 
April  5,  1824,  in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.  He  was 
hut  five  years  of  age  w^hen  his  i)arents  removed  to 
Wayne  County,  and  there  he  grew  to  manhood. 
His  experience  wa^  much  the  same  as  that  of  other 
young  men  of  his  day  and  age.  On  reaching 
manhood  he  was  married  to  Miss  Jane  E.  Sliuk, 
a  native  of    Greene  County,    N.    Y.,   their  mar- 


nage  ceremon}-  being  performed  April  28,  1848,  in 
Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  Nine  children  have  come 
to  these  fond  parents,  their  names  being  Mary  E., 
Melvin  B.,  Catherine  G.,  John  W.,  lA)uisa,  Ed- 
ward A.  and  Jennie.     The  two  latter  are  deceased. 

In  1861,  when  the  future  of  Michigan  was  estab- 
lished and  sure  to  be  a  success,  our  subject  came  to 
the  State  and  located  in  Wheaton  Township,  Ing- 
ham County,  securing  eighty  acres  of  land  u]>on 
which  he  began  here  as  a  farmer.  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  All  of 
this  he  has  cleared  and  broken,  now  having  one 
hundred  and  ten  acres  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation.  A  good  orchard  has  been  set  out  that  now 
yields  an  abundant  crop  of  the  most  luscious  and 
tempting  fruit.  A  comfortable  and  tasteful  dwell- 
ing has  been  erected,  also  good  barns  and  out- 
houses, most  of  this  work  having  been  done  by  his 
own  individual  efforts.  • 

Politically,  Mr.  Showerman  is  a  believer  in  the 
principles  of  Democracy,  and  all  the  tenets  of  that 
platform  have  to  him  a  reason  and  a  right  for 
being.  In  the  spring  of  1891  he  was  elected.  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  and  has  officiated  in  that  capacity 
thus  far  most  satisfactorily.  A  genial  and  pleas- 
ant tempered  man,  our  subject  is  popular  with  all 
who  know  him. 


i\t  i|i  1^1  i}i 


i'i*'8"i"t 


1'-l"l"f 


«t"»'H- 


^\ILBERT  J.  DANIELS.  There  is  probably 
no  man  more  trul}'  and  justly  respected 
and  beloved  by  the  community  in  general 
in  l^nadilla  Township,  Livingston  County,  than  he 
whose  name  we  have  just  given.  He  has  ever 
stoo<l  for  the  right  in  every  line  of  thought  and 
has  maintained  a  sturdy  Christian  character 
throughout  his  whole  career.  His  kindly  interest 
in  his  neighborhood  has  deservedly  gained  the  good 
will  of  all,  and  his  upright  dealings  have  com- 
manded their  respect. 

Gilbert  Daniels,  Sr.,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  bom  March  22,  1797,  in  Montgomery  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  a  son  of  James  Daniels,  a  soldier  in 
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the  Revolutionary  War.  Hi»  afood  wife,  Margaret 
(DuU'lier)  l)aniei{4,  was  also  a  native  of  Montgom- 
ery County,  and  was*  l)orn  April  2,  1800.  After 
niarrisige  they  removed  to  ()rlean;«  County,  wliere 
thev  resided  until  1834,  when  thev  came  to  Miehi- 
gan,  and  settled  upon  forty  aci-es  of  wild  lan<i  in 
Inadilla  Township.  Here  the  father  of  our  su\h- 
jwt  erected  «  log  shanty,  whieh  he  covered  with 
l>ark,  and  until  they  discovered  the  splendid  living 
spring  whieh  is  now  well-known  they  dmnk  from 
tlie<.M*eek.  They  came  here  l>efoi-e  tiie  organ izM- 
tioii  of  the  c»ounty,  and  there  were  then  only  six 
families  of  whites  within  what  !»  now  the  limits 
of  the  township,  hut  Indians  alKuinded  all  alMnit 
thein. 

Simiewhat  later  a  l>etter  houM^  was  built  upon 
the  farm,  and  there  these  parent^  lived  for  a  nuni- 
lier  of  yeaiv,  afl^r  which  our  subject  built  i\  rozy 
home  for  them  on  his  farm,  where  the  mother  died 
March  80,  1869,  and  the  father  passed  from  earth 
February  17,  1875.  The  mother  was  a  meml>er  of 
the  Protestant  Methodist  Church  at  Plainlicld.and 
they  had  but  one  child,  our  subject,  lie  was  born 
()ct4)l)er  12,  182»S,  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  V.. 
and  was  eleven  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to 
Michigan.  Here  he  attended  a  school  taught  by 
Cornelia  Williams,  now  deceased.  His  father  had 
twenty  shillings  in  money,  a  cow  and  a  hoy:,  as  his 
personal  wealth  when  he  came  to  tliis  new  honif. 
The  son  remained  beneath  the  parental  roof 
until  he  reached  the  asje  of  twiMity-s«'vt»n  years. 

The  happy  wedding  day  of  (iillK^rt  .1.  Daniels 
was  December  i.'),  I8r>0,  and  he  then  look  to  wife 
CIiUh'  M.  lieale.  a  daughter  of  Kniery  and  Sophro- 
nia  (Rice)  IJeale.  both  New  Yorkers  wh(>  canu*  to 
.Michigan  among  thr  first  si»ttlei-s  and  made  their 
home  in  Lima  Townsliip,  Wjishtcnaw  County.  In 
\H'M')  they  came  to  this  township  and  made  their 
honie  in  Plainliehl  for  the  remainder  of  their 
days.  The  father  aufl  mother  of  .Mrs.  Daniels 
ha<l  eleven  children,  three  only  of  whom  are 
now  living,  and  after  her  mother '>  death  her 
father  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Topping, 
who  brought  him  no  children.  Kngene  Ueale.  the 
brother  of  Mis.  Daniels,  is  now  the  Postniaster  at 
Ann  .Vrbor. 

The  wife  of  onv  >ubject  was  born  September  12, 


1832,  in  New  York,  and  was  .so  well  pi-epared  by 
her  attendance  u|>on  public  4(;hool  a^  to  be  able  t<» 
teach  after  coming  to  Michigan.  After  marriage 
they  settled  upon  their  farm  on  section  21,  Unadilla 
Township,  and  in  time  added  to  the  fir8t  eighty 
acres  until  thev  had  one  bundled  and  fifty-one 
acres,  and  eighty  acres  mon^  came  t4>  their  nhare 
after  the  death  of  the  father,-  Cpon  this  farm 
they  lived  from  1850  until  1888,  and  thev  tbeu 
i*etired  from  active  work  and  made  their  home  in 
(iregory,  where  Mr.  Danieb  now  i-esides*,  a*  he  lo8t 
his  faithful  wife  in  .lanuary,  1890. 

Of  the  eight  children  granted  to  him  and  his 
companion,  six  still  survive:  Fred  A,,  who  mar- 
ried Klla  Wood;  Mary  Ella,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Fitch  Montague;  Kmma  J..,  who  resides  uiK>n  the 
homestead;  Nettie  C„  who  lives  in  California: 
(ieorge  H..  dew^ased;  (»iU)ert  E.,  who  lives  upon 
the  homestead;  .hisi*phine,  living  on  the  farm;  (x. 
.Vd(»lphus.  deceased.  To  all  of  these  children  Mr. 
Daniels  has  alTorded  exc*c»llent  opportunities  for 
educati(»n.  (Jeorge  was  a  graduate  of  Ann  Arl>or 
High  School,  and  also  took  a  course  in  pharmacy 
at  the  State  I'niversity.  Nettie  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Hiifh  Si'hool  and  of  the  State  I'ni- 
yersity.  and  is  now  filling  a  responsible  poii^ition 
a>  teacher  at  a  salary  of  *  1,250  per  annum. 

The  father  of  these  young  people  wa**  in  his 
early  years  a  meml)er  of  the  Protestant  Methodist 
Church,  an<l  was  instrumental  in  erecting  the 
hous4'  of  worship  at  Plain  field,  giving  ♦400  toward 
the  building  fund.  He  had  it  removed  to  its 
present  position,  and  sustained  it  there  for  several 
years,  and  while  in  connecticni  with  that  <lenomi- 
nation  he  was  Class- Leader  and  delegate  many 
times  U>  the  annual  conference.  He  was  n  delegate 
at  Springfield,  Ohio,  when  the  confeivncv  was 
split  upon  the  slavery  (piestion.  He  is  now 
connected  with  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
IMaintiebl,  and  has  ))een  a  leader  of  a  Bible  cla.ss 
foi*  years. 

This  gentleman  is  thoroughly  interested  in  edu- 
cational etTorts.  and  has  Ikmmi  a  member  of  the 
School  Hoard.  He  has  lH»cn  identified  with  both 
the  Sons  of  Temperance  and  the  (uK>d  Templai>, 
and  in  the  latter  society  he  filled  responsible  posi- 
tions.    In  \i\>  early  manhood  he  was  a   Democrat, 
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hut  on  account  of  the  slavery  question  left  the  party 
for  the  Republican  ranks,  and  now  feels  that  the 
great  interest  centi»rs  in  a  movement  atjfainst  tlu* 
saloons,  and  is  a  pronounced  Prohibitionist. 


if  OHN  W.  WRIGHT  has  l)een  a  pioneer  in  his 
branch  of  business  in    Howell,   Livingston 
C'ountv.    He  is  a  manufacturer  of  sash,  doors 
and   blinds,   l)e«ides    doing    planing.     His 
place  of  business   is  located  eajst  of  the    Detroit, 
l^nsing   <fe    Northern    Railroad.     He    established 
this  business  in  186J)  and  it  wa^s   the    fli*st   of   the 
kind  in  the  place.     He  hns  not  l)een   without  dis- 
<Xiuragements,  for  in   1874  he  w^as  burnt  out  and 
the  cineration  c^oet  him  some  Jis20,00().  Undaunt<»d 
by  this  loss  he  set  aUnit  erecting  a  new  place  of 
business,  and  stocked  it  with  the  finest  machinery. 
The  present  shop  owned  by  Mr.  Wright  has  a 
frontage  of  sixty  feet  and  is  ninety  feet  in   depth. 
The  steam  engine  which  is  the  motive  power  run- 
ning his  machinery,  has  a  twenty-five-horse  power. 
If  a  workman  is  known  by  his  chips,  one  must  con- 
clude that  our  subject  does  a  very  extensive  busi- 
ness, and  indeed  he  kee|)s  a  large  numl>er  of  hands 
employed  and  turns  out  the  liest  quality  of  work. 
He  of    whom   we    write    was   born    in    On  on  day  a 
County,  N.  Y.,  Noveml;K*r    19,    1826.     His  parents 
were  Jame*  and  Cynthia  (Clark)   Wright,  natives 
of  Connecticut.     The  former  was   a   builder   and 
added  to  his  work  as  a  farmer  that  of  a  contractor. 
In  the  early  days  he  came  to  Michigan    settling 
herein  1836,  at  Avhicli   time   the   Wolverine  State 
plainly  showed  the  Mjurce  from  which   its   pseudo- 
nym was  derived,  for  w^olves  prowled  through  the 
forest*,  making  tlje  environs  of  the  settlements  hid- 
eous in  the  night-time  with  their  barks  and  cries. 
He  settled  in  Iosco  Township.  Livingston  County, 
and  there  engaged  in  farming.     He  lived  to  reach 
the  good  old  age  of  fourscore  and  four  years.     His 
wife  passed  away  in  1856.     Prior  to  his  death   he 
had  acquired  a  fine  farm,  conipiising  four  hundred 
and  forty  (R»res  of  land  and  was  considered  one  of 
the  well-to-do  farmers  of  thi-^  er>nntv.     His  father 


and  our  subject's  grandfather  was  William  Wright. 
He  IcK'Ated  at  an  earlv  dav  in  Dutchess  Countv,  N. 
v.,  and  was  there  engaged  in  fanning.     His  gi*and- 
f  at  her  was  one  of  thi*ee  brothei-s  who  came  from 
Kngland  in  the  seventeenth  century-  and  settled  in 
Massachusetts.  Our  subject's  grandfather,  William, 
wa*4  a  Major  in  the   Revolutionary  War  and  dur- 
ing his  servi(*e  he  was  'taken  prisoner  by  the   Brit- 
ish troojx*  and  held  for  a  long  time  on  board  the 
Jersey  prison  ship.     James    Wright,  our  subject's 
father,  was  honoi-ed  by  the  confidence  and  resjject 
of  the  people  wherever  he  went.     He  was  for  some 
time  in  Iost»o  Township  .Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Commissioner.     He  moved  to  Howell  in  1878.     Of 
the  family  of  nine  sons  and  three  daughters,  eight 
children  are  now   living — William,   Isaac,  Walter, 
John  W.,  Elisha  C.,  Thomas,'  I^»onard  and   Philip. 
The  original  of  our  sketch  wixs  reared  as  a  farmer 
l)oy  and  although  the  secrets  of  sc*ientift<'  and  prat^- 
tical  agi'icultural  life  were  early  inculcat'Cd    in   his 
young  mind,  he  received  a   good   education    and 
being  natumlly  a  bright  young  man,   assimilated 
all  that  came  within  the  scojx*  of  his  acquirements. 
After  finishing  school  he  taught  for  three  terms  in 
Livingston  Countv  and  then  turned  his   attention 
to  farming  on  an  extensive  scale,  the   tract  which 
he  cultivated   lieing    l<x?at.ed    in    Iosco   Township. 
There  he  farmed  eight   hundred  and  forty  acres 
and  wa^  thus  engaged  for  eighteen  years. 

One  of  the  most  fertile  tracts  in  the  county — 
Mr.  Wright's  farm — was  well  suited  for  most  ex- 
tensive and  prolific  cultivation.  He  had  erected  a 
fine  home  thereon,  which  was  comfortable  and 
ccmveniently  arranged.  He  made  a  si>eciality  of 
fine  stiK'k.  Kven  at  that  time  he  was  engaged  in 
the  luml)er  business,  owning  a  steam  sawmill  at  a 
distance  of  six  miles  from  Howell.  This  mill  he 
also  lost  by  fire,  entailinga  loss  of  ♦1,(M)().  He  wa> 
in  the  luml>er  business  for  st»ven  vears  and  wa.*< 
verv  successful. 

While  living  in  Iosco  Township  he  was  honored 
bv  the  election  to  everv  office  in  the  jjift  of  the 
township  excejiting  that  of  Collector  and  Constable 
and  at  the  time  he  rein<»ved  to  Howell  seven  offices 
were  made  vacant  by  his  dejwrture.  In  1850  Mr. 
Wright  was  married  to  Miss  C'aroline  Disbroe,  a 
native  of   this  State.     S*»ven    childi*en    have    blest 
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this  union,     lliey  are  by  name,  Helen,  Lewis  A., 
Hester,  Seth,  Frank,  Fred  and  Erny  B. 

Politically  he  of  whom  we  write  atflliateH  with 
the  Democratic  party,  its  free  trade  principles  ap- 
pealing to  his  commercial  interests.  Socially  he  is 
a  nienil)er  of  the  Masons  and  is  also  a  Knight 
Templar.  Mr.  Wright  has  a  fine  home,  located  on 
East  Street  It  is  beautifully  located  and  sur- 
roimded  with  shade  trees.  Interiorally  it  is  fur- 
nished and  decorated  most  beautifully  and  vet  not 
too  fine  for  daily  use.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent 
business  men  of  the  county  and  is  conspicuous  for 
his  energy  and  go-ahead-itiveness. 


^  AMl-EL  A.  TELLER.  Prominent  among 
intelligent  and  prosperous  stock-raisei-s 
l)  and  farmers,  and  well  known  throughout 
Cohoctah  Township,  this  county,  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  appeai-s  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch.  His  fine  farm  with  its  excellent  improve- 
ments forms  one  of  the  most  attractive  features  of 
Cohoctah  Township.  Mr.  Teller  was  born  October 
22,  1884,  in  (iirard,  Erie  County,  Pa.  He  is  n  son 
of  Henry  and  Rosalinda  (Porter)  Teller  and  a  grand- 
son of  Henry  Teller,  who  was  born  in  Albany,  N. 
Y.,  prior  to  the  Revolution.  His  anee^tors  canie  to 
tbis  country  from  Scotland  and  the  old  gentleman 
himself  was  a  merchant  and  a  large  landowner. 

Mr.  Teller's  great-gran dfaflier  emigrated  from 
Scotland  and  here  reared  three  sons,  whose  names 
were,  Hemsen,  Henry  and  .lame.**,  some  of  whom 
participated  in  the  Revolutionary  War  under  Wash- 
ington. Our  subject's  grandfather  served  in  the 
War  of  1812  ivs  Captain  of  aitillery  and  carried  (m 
a  large  mercantile  business  in  ^'ew  York  City.  He 
wa>  very  fond  of  horses  and  raised  some  of  the 
finest  breeds  known  at  that  day.  He  died  in 
Schenectady,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  Cnrversalist  in  re- 
ligion, which  at  that  time  was  a  new  creed.  Politic- 
ally he  was  a  Democrat,  believing  in  the  party  in 
the  original  meaning  of  its  name.  He  was  the 
father  of  three  sons — Henry,  .lames  and  Remsen, 
and  also  of  three  daughters — Caroline,  Rebecca  and 


Maria,  all  of  whom  lived  to  have  families  of  their 
own.  Our  subject's  father  was  bom  in  Albany, 
January  1,  1802.  He  was  a  self-educated  man  and 
was  reared  a  farmer. 

Henry  Teller,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  left  home 
and  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Allegany 
County,  N.  Y.  Alxnit  1822  he  removed  toGirai*d, 
Erie  County,  l*a.,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  forty-four  acres,  to  which  he 
added  until,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred May  4,  1888,  he  aggregated  a  property  of 
five  hundred  acres.  IHs  son,  Henry,  is  now  the 
owner  of  the  homestead.  The  father  was  active 
in  politics.  Originally  a  Democrat,  the  issues  con- 
cerning Kansas  caused  him  to  change  and  he  be- 
came an  active  and  stanch  Republican.  He  was 
an  ardent  AlH)litionist  and  one  of  the  original 
members  of  the  Republican  i^art}'.  During  the 
years  of  IHfiO-Ol  he  served  in  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  an  uncle  of  Senator  Teller. 
In  his  private'  life  the  senior  Mr.  Teller  suffered 
much  sadness.  He  was  thrice  married.  His  first 
wife  bore  seven  children,  of  whom  six  grew  to  years 
of  maturity.  They  are  Isaac  M.,  Jasper  X.,  Samuel 
A.,  Henry  R., , I  oh  n,  Louisa  and  Mar\'.  Isaac  ser- 
ved in  the  War  of  the  RelH'llion  and  was  engaged 
in  the  engineer  corps.  Henry  fought  under  Sher- 
man and  .lohn  was  killed  at  Savage  Station,  Va.,  in 
1 862.  1  le  was  bre vetted  a  First  Lieut^'nant.  The  first 
Mrs.  Teller  died  May  23,  1843.  She  was  a  devoted 
Christian  and  a  firm  believer  in  the  Presbvteriau 
doctrines.  The  second  wife  was  Jane  Cross,  who 
l>ore  him  one  child,  Margaret.  Mrs.  Jane  Teller 
died  in  May,  186;').  The  third  wife  who  still  sur- 
vives, was  before  her  marriage,  a  Miss  Delia  Pat- 
ttM-son. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  born  in  Girard,  Pa., 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  (Clark) 
Porter,  who  were  natives  of  Eastern  New  York. 
The  former  was  a  miller  by  occupation.  He  and 
his  wife  both  passed  away  in  Girard,  Pa.  Thev 
were  adherents  of  the  Presbyterian  creed.  The 
father  was  a  Hepublican  in  his  political  belief. 
He  is  well-known  as  an  uncle  of  Fitzjohn    Porter. 

Mr.  Samuel  A.  Teller  was  brought  up  on  the 
home  farm  and  received  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  Girard,  Pa.,  afterward  entering  the 
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High  School  at  Madison,  Wi8.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  left  home  and  engaged  at<  a  teacher, 
first  at  Prairie  du  Chein.  In  1858  he  came  to 
Cohoetah  Township  and  IcKiited  on  section  15. 
He  bought,  the  following  year,  (me  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  on  section  22,  and  there  resided  for 
four  years.  From  that  place  he  moved  to  section 
21,  where  he  lK)ught  five  hundred  andsixt}'  acres 
which  he  l>ent  his  eflPorti*  toward  clearing  and  im- 
proving. In  1880  he  came  U)  the  place  whereon 
he  now   resides,  whicli  is  located  on  section   22. 

• 

He  hei-e  owns  one  hundred  .and  fortv-four  atfres  of 
well-cultivated  and  arable  land. 

For  some  years  the  original  of  our  sketch  has 
,**erved  a>  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  still  holds  that 
office.  Formerly  a  Kepublican,  he  is  now  an  ad- 
herent  of  the  Democratic  party.  The  gentleman 
knows  what  it  is  to  suffer  l>ereavement  in  the  fam- 
ily. His  fii-st  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  Jan- 
uary 3,  1857,  and  who  was  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Mary  Wilkins,  died  May  11,  18(53.  She  left 
one  child,  a  son,  Willard  K.;  she  was  a  memU^r  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church.  December  21,  1870, 
our  subject  again  assumed  the  matrimonial  relation, 
his  bride  l)eing  Miss  Kliza  lU)wt*rs,  who  was  Iwjrn 
in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y..  in  1850.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Cole)  Ik>wers.  By 
this  marriage  five  children  have  come  to  bless  the 
instate  of  their  parenU*.  They  are.  John  A..  Ella. 
Edward  D..  Mary  R.  and  Mabel  E. 


IMOTIIY  WARNER,  who  has  lived  in  Brigh- 
ton Townshi]),  Livingston  County,  since 
1837,  is  a  native  of  Livingston  County. 
N.  Y.,  and  was  lH)rn  in  the  township  of  Ijivonia, 
Septemlwr  19.  1819.  Althongh  he  has  reached 
more  than  three-score  yeai-s  and  ten  usually  allotted 
to  man.  he  has  lost  none  of  his  interest  in  life.  His 
father  was  Dute  Warner,  a  native  of  Rhode  Island, 
who  emigi'ated  to  V«Tmont  and  thence  to  New 
York.     .\t  an  early  dny   he   moved  his  family    to 

•  •  • 

Michigan,  but   returned  to  New  York   in  a  short 
time,  where  he  s])ent    the    n^mainder   of    his    life. 


Our  subject  was  in  his  nineteenth  year  when 
he  came  to  this  State  with  his  parents  in  1837. 
His  manliness  having  l>een  early  developed  by 
the  exigencies  of  the  time,  although  it  was  «o 
wild  here,  his  parents  left  him  l)ehind  on  their 
i*eturn  to  New  York  and  since  that  time  he  has 
here  made  his  re^idenc^. 

Our  subject  Iwgan  his  cai-eer  by  farming  land  on 
shares.  Theiv  were  but  three  settlei-s  in  this  vicin- 
ity- in  1837  and  young  as  he  wa.s,  and  inexperi- 
enced in  organ ismtion,  Mr.  Warner  was  called  upon 
to  assist  in  organizing  the  township,  and  in  giving 
its  name.  In  those  early  days,  things  were  as  prim- 
itive as  possible  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  hard 
.  lal)or  required  in  reducing  the  fields  to  a  produc- 
tive state,  one  with  artistic  instincts  could  have 
reveled  in  the  wilderneK**  of  sylvan  l>eautv. 

Although  our  subject  was  never  much  of  a  hun- 
ter, he  has  frequently  schmi  as  many  as  thirty -six 
deer  in  a  drove  that  seemed  to  recognize  in  him  a 
friend,  so  mildly  did  they  turn  upon  him  their 
l>eautiful  eyes.  He  of  whom  we  write  has  fre- 
quently exchanged  beads  for  venisim  with  the 
Indians.  He  purchased  his  first  land  about  1845. 
It  was  located  on  section  27,  and  was  entirely  unim- 
proved. He  l)ent  his  energies  and  effort**  toward 
bringing  it  to  a  cultivated  state,  and  has  ever  l>een 
a  hard  worker. 

In  1847,  Mr.  Warner  wjis  united  in  marriage  Uy 
Miss  Lucretia  Jones,  who  was  a  native  of  New  Y'ork, 
having  c<mie  hither  with  her  parents  in  an  early 
day.  They  are  the  parent**  of  six  children,  whose 
n  ames  a  re  as  f  ol  I  o  ws :  ( i  eorge ;  Hen  ry ;  Job  n ,  who 
is  deceased;  Louisa;  Lottie,  also  deceased,  and  Al- 
fred. The  young  people  who  are  still  living,  are 
intelligent  and  industrious,  being  worthy  represen- 
tatives of  that  cla.**s  of  people  who  accomplish  most 
in  the  woild.  They  make  a  comfortable  and  plea- 
sant home,  each  memlier  of  the  family  doing  his  or 
her  utmost  to  be  an  inspiration  to  the  best  work 
and  tlioiiglit  for  those  with  whom  they  are  associ- 
ated. 

The  original  of  oursket<'h  was,  previous  to  1884, 
a  Republican,  and  since  that  time  has  transferred 
his  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party  feeling  that 
ill  its  princi|>les  and  platform,  there  are  more  and 
InHter  advantages  for  the  agricultural  class  than  in 
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any  other.  The  confidence  and  respect  that  the 
people  of  the  community  repose  in  him  of  whom 
we  write  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  has  been 
appointed  to  several  offices  of  importance  in  the 
gift  of  the  township.  For  two  j'ears  he  was  Town- 
ship Treasurer,  and  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
He  was  a  Road  Commissioner  for  three  veal's  and 
during  the  term  of  his  office  did  efficient  service  in 
putting  in  a  good  condition  the  arteries  that  cairy 
the  wealth  of  the  nation.  Our  subjei't  is  the  owner 
of  four  hundred  acres  of  land.  He  has  l^een  the 
proprietor  of  six  hundred  acres,  but  has  disposed 
of  all  but  his  present  lioldings.  At  one  time  he 
owned  a  half  interest  in  the  old  Woodruff  grist- 
mill, which  was  built  at  an  early  day  and  which 
stands  near  where  he  now  lives.  Mr.  Warner  has 
been  a  successful  farmer  and  indeed,  were  his  labor 
and  industry  not  thus  rewarded,  one  would  ques- 
tion justice*  and  equity.  It  is  said  that  we  shall 
eat  bread  by  the  sweat  of  our  brow,  and  there  is 
nothing  sadder  than  to  see  early  labor  and  indus- 
try go  for  naught  in  the  afternoon  of  life.  He  of 
whom  we  write  is  in  a  position  to  thoroughly  en- 
joy the  going  down  of  the  sun,  and  his  iii.nny 
friends  wish  for  him  that  the  sunset  niav  be  Jis 
broad,  bright  and  enduring  as  possible.  He  has 
been  dividing  his  proiKjrty  among  his  children  pre- 
paring for  the  end. 


G^ 


s 


^<^ 
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MLLIAM  S.  TURNER.  The  part  owner 
vW/  and  proprietor  of  the  excellent  farm  lo- 
'S/^i  cat^d  on  section  29,  Williamston  Town- 
ship, Ingham  County,  is  he  whose  name  is  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch.  He  is  the  ^on  of  Richard 
Turner,  whose  father  was  Stiles  Turner,  a  native 
of  Massachusetts,  who  at  an  earlv  day  removed  lo 
New  York  and  in    1831   came  to  Jackson  County. 

« 

and  settled  on  a  farm  where  he  passed  the  remain- 
der of  his  life.  His  wife,  before  her  marriage,  was 
Deborah  Morton  and  unto  them  were  born  ten 
soiH  and  three  daughters.  In  early  days  Stiles 
Turner  was  a  sailor  but  devoted  the  latter  part 


of  his  life  to  farming.  He  died  at  the  early  age  of 
forty  years  and  his  wife  passed  away  about  1853. 
All  Uiat  was  mortal  of  him  was  laid  to  rest  at 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  as  was  also  his  wife  who 
died  in  the  city  of  I^nsing.  Mr.  Turner  was  in 
Cuba  at  the  time  of  the  insurrection,  when  the  ne- 
groes tried  to  overturn  the  Government. 

Our  subject's  father,  Richard  Turner,  was  l>oni 
in  New  York,  January  11,  1814.  He  came  to 
.lackson  County,  settling  in  Lima  Center,  when  a 
lad  of  seventeen  years  of  age,  being  independent 
and  supporting  himself  by  working  on  a  farm. 
He  was  married  in  that  count}'  m  1849  to  Miss 
Euphemia  Smith,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  Smith,  a  na- 
tive of  (Tcrinany,  who,  after  emigrating  to  Amer- 
ica, removed  from  New  Jersey  to  New  York  and 
finally  settled  in  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  later  com- 
ing to  Ingham  County,  where  his  decease  took 
place.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Smith. 
They  reared  a  large  family. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  eight  children  \x)vn  to  his 
parentis;  they  are  Florence  E.,  Augustus,  Libby, 
Frank  N.,  William  S.,  Hattie,  Kate  E.  and  John 
M.  Our  subject's  father  came  to  Lansing  when  it 
was  all  woods,  and  at  one  time  was  lost  in  the  for- 
est where  the  State  Capitol  now  stands.  In  1837 
he  came  to  Ingham  County,  but  soon  returned  to 
New  York  and  there  i^emained  until  1842,  when 
he  returned  to  Ingham  County  and  worked  at  his 
trade  as  a  carpenter,  assisting  in  erecting  the  first 
frame  house  ever  built  in  Lansing.  He  was  var- 
ioush  employed  until  his  death,  which  took  place 
A[)ril  8,  1888.  His  wife  and  family  still  reside  at 
the  homestead  in  Williamston  where  the  father 
settled  in  1866.  He  and  his  wife  were  ardent  l>e- 
lievers  in  Prohibition  principles. 

Our  subject,  William  S.  Turner,  was  born  March 
7,  1858,  in  Lansing,  and  was  engaged  in  school 
work  and  in  assisting  his  father  until  twenty-one 
yeats  of  age  when  he  t<K)k  a  trip  to  California  and 
was  gone  two  ^eai-s,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Ingham  County  and  has  since  been  employed  in 
cultivating  the  old  homestead.  He  was  married 
December  21),  1886,  in  Emmett  County,  Mich.,  to 
Arvilla  Long,  daughter  of  Asbury  T.  Long,  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  who  had  removed  from  the  Buckeye 
State  when  a  young  man.     He  was  thei^  married 
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to  Jane  Moore,  a  daughter  of  William  Moore,  and 
a  native  of  Ohio.  To  tliem  were  lK)m  four  jsons 
and  four  daughters.  In  1870  he  came  to  Michi- 
gan, locating  first  at  Lansing  where  he  resided  for 
six  years,  wlien  he  went  to  Kmmett  County  where 
he  now  resides  at  Harlior  Springs.  He  served 
througli  the  late  rebellion. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  one 
child,  a  daughter,  whose  name  is  Hazel.  TheiV 
home  life  is  ver\'  pleasant,  Mi-s.  Turner  having  a 
genius  for  making  all  about  her  comfortable  and 
liapp3'.  Socially  Mr.  Turner  is  a  Master  Mason, 
l)elongingto  Williamston  lx)dge,  No.  153.  He  has 
held  most  of  the  officer*  in  the  Masonic  lodge  and 
is  at  pre^nt  Senior  Deacon.  Politically  he  is  a 
Kepul>lican,  having  the  greatest  faith  in  the  future 
of  that  party. 


^lAi^pip  >ii^^j^$- 
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^^  EORGE  L.  CARTER.  This  prominent  agri- 
culturist  residing  on  sections  28  and  29, 
White  Oak  Township,  Ingham  Count}',  has 
a  handsome  estate  of  four  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  in  an  excellent  state  of  improvement. 
He  has  lived  in  this  county  for  many  years  and 
has  done  much  to  build  up  its  institutions  and  to 
aid  in  its  development.  We  are  pleased  to  pre- 
sent to  our  readers  his  portrait  and  the  following 
brief  account  of  his  life. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1818,  and  in  that  vicinity  received  his  education 
and  was  reared  to  manhood.  He  ciime  to  this  place 
before  his  marriage  and  when  about  thirty- three 
years  of  age.  The  bride  whom  he  brought  to  his 
home  was  Abigail  Harris  and  to  her  were  born  two 
children,  namely:  Ella  A.,  who  married  Thomas  Gil- 
liam and  Grant  G.,  who  took  to  wife  Nettie  Smith. 
After  the  death  of  the  mother  of  these  children, 
which  occuri*ed  May  3,  1882,  3Ir,  CarU»r  was,  in 
1887,  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Emeline  Hicock. 
whose  maiden  name  was  Smith. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Barzilla  Carter,  was 
a  native  of  the  Wooden  Nutmeg  State,  ns  was  also 
the  mother  whose  maiden  name  was  Marv  Carrey. 


To  them  were  l>orn  eight  children,  two  daughters 
and  six  sons,  George  being  the  youngest  of  the 
family.     Only  two  of  this  household  are  now  sur- 

•  a. 

viving.  Joseph  T.  married  Olive  Fuller,  a  native 
of  Connecticut;  Cinderella  married  Ezra  Clark,  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  and  is  the  mother  of  eight 
children;  Nonnan  B.,  who  was  born  in  Connecticut 
married  Mentha  Brad  dish,  who  is  the  mother  of  two 
children;  William  H.  was  born  in  Connecticut  and 
married  Harriet  Ilanan,  by  whom  he  had  five  chil- 
dren; I*orenzo  D.  was  born  in  Connecticut  and 
married  Lunia  Beardsley;  Russel'A.,  who  was  bom 
in  New  York  in  1811,  married  Rel)ecca  (^uacken- 
bush  for  his  first  wife;  Mary  H..  who  was  bom  in 
New  York,  married  Heman  Harris;  our  subject 
completes  the  family  circle. 

(Tcorge  Lewis  Carter  has  made  a  success  of  agri- 
culture. His  broad  acrw  yield  him  a  handsome 
income  and  upon  his  farm  he  raises  many  fine 
specimens  of  stoc^k,  as  he  makes  stock-raising  his 
main  business  and  devotes  himself  especially  to 
thorough-bred  cattle,  hogs  and  horses.  He  now 
lives  near  the  old  home.stead  where  he  fii*st  located; 
there  was  a  log  house  and  barn  on  the  place  when 
he  settled  there.  At  that  time  wild  animals  were 
abundant  throughout  this  part  of  Michigan  and  he 
has  seen  many  packs  of  wolves  and  herds  of  deer. 
Mr.  Cart<»r  cast  his  fi i*st  vote  for  William  Henry 
Harrison  and  he  has  lK»en  from  that  day  to  this  a 
consistent  Republican.  His  wife  is  an  earnest  and 
devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcoi>al  Church 
in  which  she  finds  a  broad  field  for  activity  and 
usefulness. 


«^ 
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ON.  ALONZO  T.  FRISBEE.  Among  the 
native  sons  of  the  Wolverine  State,  we  can 
lX)int  U)  few  whose  record  is  more  honor- 
able and  more  bright  than  that  of  him 
whose  name  we  here  ])resent.  His  private  life  is 
unexceptional  and  his  public  life  is  marked  with 
more    than   ordinary  success,  for  of  the  nineteen 

« 

times  when  his  name  has  l>t»cn  before  the  people  for 
their  suffrages  he  has  lieen  successful  sixteen  times. 
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although  on  many  otvasions  hi?*  party  wa8  in  th(» 
minority.  His  Iiomo  is  in  Cohm^tah  Township. 
rJvingston  County,  and  his  birth  wa.**  in  Howell, 
()etol>er  12,  1840.  His  paivnt'*  Ezra  and  Lucinda 
(Thonn)sou)  Frisln^o,  were  natives  of  Montgomery 
and  Herkimer  Counties.  N.  V.,  i*es|)eetively. 

Roswell  FrislK»e,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  of  Welsh  origin,  and  a  farmer  in  (  nnaan.  Col- 
umbia Countv.  N.  v.,  who  served  in  the  War  of 
1812.  His  good  wife  Ph(el)e  Dorr,  who  boiv  to 
him  six  children,  was  of  English  descent.  Their 
children  were  Susan,  Edward,  Ezra,  .Judith.  Alex- 
ander and  Ph<clK\  He  entered  the  regular  army 
of  the  I'nited  States,  and  died  in  Florida  during 
the  Seminole  War. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  lK)rn  August  14, 
1812,  in  Canaan.  Columbia  County.  N.  Y..  :uhI 
pa5*»ed  his  boyhood  \\\Hn\  a  farm:  after  he  reached 
the  age  of  seven  years  he  went  to  live  with  an 
uncle,  with  whom  he  continued  until  he  attained 
his  majority.  He  settled  on  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  near  where  Howell  now  stands. 
and  nineteen  years  Inter  removed  to  Cohoctali 
Township,  which  has  since  been  Ih>  iionie.  In  his 
earlier  years  his  i)olitical  attlliations  were  with  the 
Whig  party,  and  later  he  l)ecame  n  Republican  and 
a  (Ireenbacker,  while  his  religious  convictions  have 
brought  him  into  sympathy  with  the  TniversiUist 
Church.  His  three  children  are,  Alonzo  T..  Mar- 
garet E..  now  Mrs.  N'andercook.  and  Edward  A. 

Ahmzo  T.  Frisbee  received  an  excellent  educa- 
ti<m  through  the  facilities  alTonled  by  Michigajr> 
admirable  school  system,  and  completing  hiscoui-se 
at  the  Howell  High  School,  there  took  the  highest 
honoi*s  of  his  clas>.  Me  entered  Hivant  tV  Stratton's 
Commercial  College,  and  was  graduated  from  this 
institution  in  Februarv.  IH(U.  At  the  aire  of 
twentv-one  vears  he  entered  into  an  arranjjement 
to  work  foi"  his  father,  and  thus  continued  until  he 
was  twenty-eight  years  old.  when  upon  ."settling  u]) 
their  accf)unts  it  was  foun<l  that  the  neat  sum  of 
**>,n()0  was  his  as  the  result  of  his  seven  vears  labor. 

'i'he  young  man  t(K>k  a  tour  through  the  States 
of  Iowa  and  Minnesota  prospecting  for  a  new 
home,  but  finally  decided  that  Michigan  was  good 
enough  for  him.  and  Immc  he  ha*^  since  remained. 
In  1871  he  went  to  Fsabelln  Countv,  expecting  to 


buv  land  from  the  Indian.^,  as  the  Cxovemment  had 
i.Hsued  titles,  fmt  not  succeeding  in  this  plan,  he 
puivha^ed  instead  f(mr  hundred  aeret<  on  the  school 
stH-tion.  and  fcmr  yeai*s  later  returned  tiiere  andol»- 
tained  of  the  Indians  some  five  hundred  aerc8  more. 
There  he  lived  for  three  years  in  true  pioneer  stylo 
and  lH»sides  improving  his  own  land  and  buying 
and  Signing  farms  in  Isaliella  County,  he  built  a 
store  and  established  a  flourishing  trade  with  the 
Indians  and  a  few  white  settlers.  His  first  home 
there  was  a  mere  log  shanty,  roofed  with  basswoixl 
troughs  and  corked  with  moss.  His  first  wheat 
crop  yielded  him  twenty-three  bushels  to  the  acre. 
It  had  been  cleared  by  the  help  of  the  Indians. and 
it  wju<  put  in  without  plowing,  as  the  grain  was 
simply  sowe<l  on  the  ground,  and  dragged  over 
three  times. 

In  1878  a  re<] nest  came  to  Mr.  Frisl>ee  from  his 
parents  that  he  should  return  to  the  old  hom(»- 
stead  and  take  care  of  them  in  their  declining 
veai>.  Ke^ilizinir  that  he  owed  them  a  debt  of 
gratitude  which  he  could  never  repa3\  he  rented 
his  farm  in  IsaU^lla  Countv  and  returned  to  his  old 
home  where  he  still  resides  and  faithfullv  CMires  for 
his  parents  in  their  (»ld  age.  To  him  they  have 
deeded  the  homestead,  and  he  now  carries  on  farm- 
ing operations  there.  He  was  recently  married  to 
Anna  B.  Listerman.  and  they  enjoy  the  society  of 
his  paients.  lle^s  an  agreeable  gentleman  of  pol- 
ished niannei-s.  and  makes  friends  with  all  whom 
he  meets. 

The  official  life  of  <nir  subject  began  at  the  age  c»f 
twentv-one,  when  he  served  Jis  Clerk  and  afterward 
was  for  five  terms  Supervisor  of  Cohocton  Town- 
ship, and  for  three  terms  Sui>ervisor  of  Notaway 
Townshi]),  IsaU'Ila  County.  He  was  elected  to  the 
State  Senate  111  1882,  and  in  1888  and  1890  he  was 
elected  Registrar  of  Deeds  of  Livingston  County, 
which  offke  he  now  fills.  His  early  voting  was 
with  the '  Republican  party  until  1875,  when  he 
allied  himself  with  the  (ireenback  fMirty,  and  is 
now  a  l)em<K*rat.  He  i^^  one  of  the  pioneer  Green- 
backers  of  the  State,  believing  that  law  makes 
money,  and  not  the  material  of  which  it  is  made; 
that  gold  and  silver  are  too  expensive  and  cum- 
bersome for  money,  and  that  the  greenback  is  a 
representative  of  value  and  also  of  our  national 
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struggle  when  it  came  into  existence.  He  believes 
that  tlie  greenback  is  a  token  to  the  people  that 
they  had  done  something  for  their  Government, 
and  is  redeemable  bv  all  as  a  token  of  its  worth  in 
labor  and  material. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  l>oni  November 
5,  1815,  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Moses  and  Margaret  (Morris)  Thompson, 
who  came  to  Michigan  in  1835.  Mr.  Thompson 
was  an  extensive  farmer  and  miller,  and  owned 
some  three  thousand  acres  where  Howell  now 
stands,  and  passed  from  earth's  activities  about  the 
year  1840.  With  all  of  Mr.  Frisbee's  successes  in 
life,  he  has  also  had  his  misfortunes,  principal 
among  which  was  that  caused  by  a  tornado  that 
swept  over  his  farm  in  Isaf)ella  County  on  the  19th 
of  vSeptember,  1878,  which  laid  his  farm  waste,  de- 
stroyed his  store  and  left  nothing  behind  but  ruin 
and  desolation.  He  is  a  man  of  ^ne  judgment, 
and  is  often  asked  to  settle  estates  for  his  neigh- 
bors, and  is  of  a  generous  and  liberal  nature,  ever 
having  an  open  hand  for  the  necessities  of  othei-s. 


y?ILLIAM  H.  McENALLY,  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Pension  Attorney,  at  Williams- 
^  ^  town,  Ingham  County^  is  a  son  of  John, 
whose  father,  Terrance,  was  a  native  of  Ireland, 
and  came  to  America  when  a  young  man  and 
settled  in  Lycoming  County,  Pa.  Here  the  emi- 
grant married  and  reared  a  family  of  three  sons 
and  three  daughters.  His  son,  John,  was  born 
there  in  1805  and  made  it  his  home  until  the  year 
of  his  death,  when  he  removed  to  Mt.  Vernon, 
Ohio,  a  few  months  before  his  demise. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  married  in  his 
native  county  to  Lydia  Dirnm,  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Dimm,  a  Pennsylvanian  of  German  descent. 
The  children  of  Kev.  John  McEnally  were  Charles 
P.,  William  IL,  John  C,  Mary  C,  Martha,  and  one 
who  died  in  infanc3\  The  father  was  a  Methodist 
minister  having  had  his  education  at  Baltimore, 
Md.  and  being  a  member  of  the  Baltimore  Confer- 


ence. He  died  in  1845  and  the  mother  was  after- 
ward married  to  John  Chaml)erlain  bv  whom  she 
had  six  children.  She  later  removed  to  C-lyde, 
Ohio,  where  she  died  in  1883. 

Our  subject  was  l)oru  July  31,  1839,  in  Lycom- 
ing County,  Pa.,  and  when  fifteen  yeara  old  went 
to  Toledo  where  he  worked  in  a  hotel.  Two  yeai-s 
later  he  went  to  Chicago  and  secured  a  position  as 
newsboy  on  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  in  which 
he  continued  for  two  years  and  then  took  a  situa- 
tion on  the  Mississippi  River  as  cabin  boy  and 
porter  on  a  steamboat  plying  between  St.  Ix)uis 
and  I^Salle,  and  for  one  season  between  St.  Louis 
and  New  Orleans. 

The  young  man  returned  home  in  1860  and  in 
October,  1861  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Seventy- 
second  Ohio  Infantrv  and  served  until  November 
11,1865.  He  entered 'IS  rii*st  Cor|K)ral  and  was 
promoted  to  a  Sergeancy  and  after  two  years*  ser- 
vice was  detailed  as  Orderly  under  Gen.  McMillan, 
whom  he  served  until  the  close  of  his  term.  He 
was  wounded  in  the  baUle  of  Shiloh  and  was  sent 
to  the  hospital  at  Louisville  for  two  weeks,  after 
which  he  was  at  home  during  a  ninety  days*  fur- 
lough. 

After  returning  to  his  regiment  the  young 
soldier  took  part  in  the  following  battles:  Ft.  Gib- 
son, ^lississippi  Spring.  Raymond,  Jackson,  Vicks- 
burg,  the  siege  of  Jackson,  and  the  battle  of  'Bran- 
don. His  regiment  l>el()nged  to  the  Sixteenth 
Army  Corps  under  A.  J.  Smith,  and  thev  were 
known  as  Smith's  (iuerrillas  or  the  Wanderinir 
Trilje  of  Israel.  T'lev  made  a  twelve  hundi*ed- 
mile  march  after  (ien.  Price  and  at  the  battle  of 
Gun  town  our  subject  wa.s  taken  prisoner,  l)ut  after 
five  days  made  his  escape  and  traveled  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety  miles  ^o  join  his  regiment.  He 
was  recaptured  at  Pontotoc,  Miss,  by  the  guerrillas 
but  was  paroled  and  continued  on  his  way  to 
Memphis.  He  was  then  engaged  in  battle  at  Tu- 
pelo, Spanish  Fort  and  Montgomery,  Ala.,  and  at 
Meriden,  Miss,  helped  in  receiving  the  surrender 
of  Dick  Taylor's  men,  soon  after  which  they  were 
mustered  out  at  Vicksburg.  Our  subject  had  two 
brothers  in  the  service,  one  in  the  Eighth  Ohio 
Infantrv  one  in  the  Tentii  Illinois  Infantry. 

For  one  year  after  the  clo^e  of  the  war  Mr.  Mc- 
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En  ally  was  engaged  in  farming  near  his  home  in 
(Jhio,  and  in  1867  he  eame  to  Iveslie,  Mich.,  and  on 
Christmas  Day  of  the  following  year  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Mary  Delamater,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin 
and  Rlizalxith  Delamater,  natives  of  Canada.  The 
only  child  of  this  marriage  is  Cora  E.,  who  is  now 
Mrs.  Brus*ell)ack  and  resides  in  Williamstown.  Her 
mother  died  in  1874  and  her  father  wasairain  mar- 
ried  in  1882  to  Flora  E.  Hills,  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
John  E.  Hills  who  is  a  farmer  near  Hollv.  X.  V. 
This  marriage  has  resulted  in  the  l)irth  of  one  son, 
Arthur  W.  Mr.  McEnallv  is  senior  Vice  Com- 
mander  in  the  (irand  Army  of  the  Republic  and 
has  l>een  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  fourtei»n  veai-s, 
liesides  filling  the  otfice  of  Village  Clerk  for  five 
veal's.  He  is  an  earnest  Republican  in  his  iK)lilical 
views  and  active  in  the  support  of  the  party. 


r_  ■ 


[fOHN  H.  PARK,  M.  1).  Ilir  cliaracteri.Mics 
which  distinguished  our  subject's  nnccstors 
mark  the  representative  of  the  present 
genemtion.  As  Scotchmen  ever  have  and 
always  must,  he  must  go  to  the  l)ottom  of  things. 
— kiK)w  the  reason  why  and  philosophize  on  eveiy 
subject  that  he  takes  up.  As  intimated  above,  the 
ancestors  of  the  gentleman  wliose  sketch  we  here 
give,  on  his  father's  side  eame  originally  from 
S(*otland.  His  grandt'atlier.  Alexander  Park,  was 
a  native  of  Xew  Jersev  and  ccmibined  the  trade  of 
carpentry  with  his  calling  as  a  farmer.  Our  sub- 
ject's grandmother.  Maria  Nan  IkMgen.  was  a  de- 
scendant of  one  of  the  old  Dutch  families. 

Tiie  fatlier  of  our  subject  wa*^  David  Paik.  who 
was  born  near  Whitehouse.  N.  .1..  in  June.  1822. 
He  was  engaged  in  farming  and  sto<*k-breeding 
and  died  in  the  old  home  in  \X7'.\.  Dr.  J.  H.  Park 
wjis  born  in  Hlairstown.  N.  J..  May  <>.  18.')1.  He  is 
one  of  six  children  born  to  David  and  Marv  A. 
((  rane)  Park,  natives  of  Xew  Jei-sey.  Mrs.  Vnvk 
was  born  in  June.  1821  and  died  at  Whitehouse.  X'. 
J.,  Oct4^ber  18.  I8IM.  Our  subject  remained  at  home 
until  he  WHS  sixteen  yeais  of  age,  dividing  his  time 


l^etween  work  on  the  farm  and  attendance  at  dih 
trict  and  select  school.  In  1867  be  came  to  Michi- 
gan and  sjKjnt  one  year  in  attendence  at  Prof.  M. 
V.  Park*s  si»hcx)l  in  lousing,  after  which  he  spent 
two  summei*s  in  the  I^nsing  High  School,  teaching 
during  the  winter  tenns  of  1868-69  and  '69-7(»  in 
('lint4)n  Countv,  when  he  was  verv  successful  in 
his  work. 

Returning  to  the  old  home  in  New  Jersey  in 
1870  the  subjei't  of  our  i<ketch  commenced  study- 
ing medicine  with  Dr.  Pennington,  under  whose 
tutelage  he  prepared  himself  for  admission  to  the 
I'nivcrsity  of  Pennsylvania,  which  he  entered  in 
the  fall  of  1871.  This  institution  has  a  high  re|)- 
u tat  ion  in  its  medical  department  throughout  the 
I'nited  St^ites  and  from  it  Mr.  Park  graduated 
with  the  degree  of  M.  I),  in  1878.  lie  first  located 
Tor  the  juactice  (»f  his  profession  in  Evartstown, 
N.  J.,  and  after  a  few  months  moved  to  I^nsing. 
.Mich.,  where  he  remained  al>out  a  year.  In  Octo- 
Ikm-.  1871,  our  subject  moved  to  Okemos  where  ho 
h:ts  ever  since  lived,  having  acquired  a  wide  i^- 
put^tion  as  a  skillful  and  succes.<5ful  practitioner  in 
medicine  and  surgery. 

Dr.  Park  abandoned  the  Iwchelor  ranks  in  1876. 
His  union  with  Miss  Emma  Everett  took  place  the 
22nd  of  March  of  that  year.  The  lady  was  a  native 
<>f  Lansing  Township.  Together  they  enjoyed 
l»ut  one  year  of  domestic  ha{)piness,  Mrs.  Emma 
Park's  decease  occurring  August  5,  1877.  Two 
years  later  the  D(K*t^>r  again  entered  into  the 
nuitrinu)nial  relation,  llis  nuptials  with  Miss  Mary 
F.  Phelps,  weiv  solemnized  March  2,  1879.  Mrs. 
Mary  Park  is  a  native  of  Okemos  and  a  daughter 
of  Noah  Pheli)s,  an  old  resident  of  Meridian 
Township.  Ingham  County  and  one  of  ib*  most 
prominent  and  pi*ogressive  fannei's.  Dr.  Park  is 
the  owner  of  a  fine  tract  of  land  comprising  one 
hundred  and  ten  acres  on  secti<ms  2,  3.  9,  and  H» 
in  .Maiedon  Township.  A  large  iX)rtion  of  this' 
tract  was  impracticable  f<n'  cultivatiim  at  the  time 
of  his  jnirchase,  but  by  putting  in  two  mile.*?  of  tile 
he  has  reclaimed  seventy  acres  which  was  l>efore 
considered  unprolital>lc  swamp  land. 

\)i\  Park  is  a  niemlx'r  of  the  Farmer's  Alliance 
of  Okemos  an<l  alfiliates  with  the  F>ee  and  Ac- 
cepti'd  Masons  of  Okenn^,  belonging  to  Ix>d^e  Xo. 
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252,  and  at  present  holds  the  oftiee  of  Woi*shipfu1 
Master.  Politically  hecast^  the  weight  of  his  vote 
and  influence  with  the  Democratic  party  and  is 
one  of  the  mo^^t  active  representatives  of  that 
political  body  in  this  vicinity.  He  is  now  Clerk 
of  Meridian  Township,  and  has  Ijeen  urged  to  ac- 
cept other  positions,  but  having  only  a  general 
interest  in  politics  has  declined.  Mrs.  Park  is  a 
member  of  Congregational  Church  of  Tensing. 
She  is  an  estimable  lad}*  who  commends  herself 
most  graciously  to  whoever  she  meets.  Dr.  Park 
is  visiting  Physician  of  the  Poor  House  of  Ingham 
County.  Both  professionally  and  financially  he 
has  been  very  successful.  His  home  is  in  an  attrac- 
tive find  comfortable  brick  house  which  he  has 
built  since  coming  to  Okemos. 
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JlXSlES  BEAN.  Most  men  find  tlie  succe^*^ 
ful  pui'suit  of  agriculture  sufticient  to  i^ni- 
ploy  their  time  to  the  exclusion  of  other 
interests,  but  he  of  whom  we  write  unites 
successfully  with  this  occupation  tliat  of  a  livery- 
man and  merchant,  l>eing  located  in  P'owlerville. 
Livingston  County,  where  he  has  a  large  patron- 
age in  both  branches  of  his  employments  He  is 
a  native  of  Ontario  Township,  Wayne  County, 
N.  Y.,  being  there  born  December  25,  1849,  and  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Eliza  (Watei-s)  Bean,  natives  of 
England,  their  marriage  having  taken  place  in  tlial 
crountrv,  after  which  tliev  came  to  America  in 
1836,  and  settled  in  Wayne  County,  wliere  the 
father  was  engaged  in  farming. 

In  1856,  when  there  was  a  spirit  of  unrest  ])cr- 
vading  every  branch  of  social  and  commercial  life, 
not  only  in  this  country,  but  in  foreign  lands,  the 
elder  Mr.  Bean  removed  his  family  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Iosco  Township,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming.  Thence  he  removed  to  Ohio,  and 
there  remained  for  ten  years,  returning,  however, 
to  Michigan,  where  his  decease  took  place  in  1888. 
surviving  his  wife  by  eight  years,  she  having 
passed  away  in  1880.  Our  >ul)ject's  father  had 
great  faith  in  Republican  principles,     lie  and  his 


wife  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  four  of 
whom  are  now  living.  They  ai*e:  Mary,  who  is 
now  Mrs.  Press;  John,  James;  Sophronia,  Mrs. 
Roney. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  in  this  State 
which  in  his  boyhood  was  stimulated  to  secure  the 
best  advantages  in  this  direction,  and  therefore  at 
comparatively  an  earl^-  j>eriod  in  it*  history  it 
compared  favorably  with  older  States  in  an  educa- 
tional j)oint  ol  view.  Mr.  Bean  was  reai*ed  on  the 
home  farm.  His  start  out  in  life  for  himself  was 
Ut  the  time  of  his  marriage,  when  he  realized  that 
the  welfare  of  another  person  depended  upon  his 
energy  and  progress  in  a  business  way.  In  1862 
lie  pledged  his  faith  and  protection  to  Miss  Chloe 
Lock  wood.  Their  nuptials  were  solemnized  in 
Iosco.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Zacheus  and  Eliza- 
beth (Tracy)  l-iockwood,  natives  of  New  York, 
who  came  to  Michigan  in  1845,  and  settled  in  Iosco 
Township,  Livingston  County.  Here  the^'  engaged 
in  farming,  l>eing  reasonably  successful  in  that  line 
of  work.  Mr.  Lockwood  afifiliated  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  gave  them  the  weight  of  his  vote 
and  influence.  lk>th  pai-ents  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives  here,  and  here  passed  away.  Four 
children  that  were  born  of  this  union  are  now  liv- 
ing. They  are:  Mrs.  Ik^an,  John;  Sarah,  who  mar- 
ried A.  SmiK'k;  and  Jenny,  who  is  now  Mi-s. 
(iorton. 

After  marriage  the  gentleman  of  wlumi  we  write 
was  engaged  in  farming  eighty  .Hcres  of  land  in 
Maricm  Township.  He  lived  on  the  same  for  eight 
veai*s.  and  then  sold  out  and  came  to  Fowlerville, 
whei'e  he  engaged  in  the  livery  business,  also  being 
the  proprietor  of  the  Commeix?ial  Hotel.  I^ter  he 
engaged  also  in  the  mercantile  business.  As  is 
evident,  he  is  a  man  of  varied  capabilities  and 
of  broad  plans.  He  has  built  :i  double  brick  store 
on  (irand  Avenue  that  adds  greatly  to  the  value 
of  the  proi>erty  in  that  vicinity.  He  is  now  build- 
ing another  handsimie  block  adjoining  the  first, 
which  is  to  contain  two  stores. 

The  owner  of  two  fine  residences  in  Fowler- 
ville, Mr.  Bean's  own  home  is  indeed  a  ciiarminii' 
place;  attractive,  conimo<lious  and  elegant  in  all 
its  api)ointments,  it  compares  favorably  with  the 
most  modern  residences  in  our  metropolitan  cities. 
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The  owner  of  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land  near  Fowlerville,  as  will  readily  be 
conjeetured,  Mr.  Bean  finda^  but  little  time  to  give 
it  his  personal  attention.  It  is,  however,  success- 
fully carried  on  and  yields  him  a  handsome  in- 
come. Besides  his  property  in  Fowlerville  our 
subject  owns  two  stores  at  Byron,  which  bring  him 
a  generous  rental. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  been  the  incumbent 
of  man}'  positions  and  offices  within  the  township*s 
gifts  and  has  been  one  of  the  most  active  members 
in  the  village  Council.  Our  subject's  family  com-" 
prises  only  one  son,  Ira,  who  married  Miss  Ida 
Ripley.  He  is  a  druggist,  engaged  in  business  in 
Detroit.  Mr.  Bean  is  a  Democrat  in  political  fol- 
lowing. Socially  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  is  one 
of  the  prominent  men  and  active  promote i-s  of  the 
interests  of  this  place. 
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^j  DWARD  WILLIAMS.  Among  the  British- 
American  citizens  who  are  doinif  i^food  work 
in  Tyrone  Township,  Livingston  County,  is 


the  above  named  who  owns  and  operates  a  faun  on 
section  15.  He  seems  to  possess  all  the  (jualities 
necessary  to  prosperity  in  this  line  of  work,  being 
industrious,  thrifty  and  observing,  noting  every 
change  in  the  c(mdition  of  the  soil  and  in  the 
climatic  intluences,  and  being  quick  to  take  advan- 
tage of  each. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Monmouth, 
England,  September  4,  IHUl)  and  is  a  son  of.  Will- 
iam and  Anil  (William.s)  Williams  lK)th  natives  of 
Monmouthsliire.  The  father  was  a  slioemaker  i)V 
trade  and  lie  and  his  ufood  wife  brought  to  man's 
jind  woman's  estate  seven  sons  and  four  daughters. 
Our  subject  and  hi>  eldest  brotlier.  Thomas.  l»oth 
reared  families  and  two  of  the  daughters,  Klizabeth 
and  Ann  each  had  two  cliildren:  Elizabeth,  Mrs. 
Combs,  having  a  son  and  i\  daughter:  and  Ann. 
Mrs.  Wright,  having  two  (]aug]iter>. 

Tlie  family  all  lemained  in  llieii'  native  home 
with  the  exception  of  Edward  Williams  wiio  came 
to  the  I'nited  States  in   1850.  s])endini*    five  weeks 


upon  the  Atlantic  and  landing  in  New  York  in 
June  of  that  vear.  He  had  heard  in  his  native  home 
of  the  wealth  of  climate  and  soil  of  the  fair  State 
of  Michigan,  and  hither  he  came  at  once  making 
Ills  home  in  Waterford  Township,  Oakland  County, 
where  he  rented  a  farm  for  three  years.  In  the 
spnng  of  1853  he  removed  to  the  home  which  he 
now  occupies  on  section  15,  Tyrone  Township, 
purcluising  at  that  time  sixty  acres,  to  which  he 
has  added  by  purchase  until  now  he  has  ninety 
acres,  all  of  which  is  highly  improved  and  richly 
productive. 

The  marriage  of  Edward  Williams  and  Sarah 
Rolwrts  took  place  June  17,  1844.  Mrs.  Williams 
is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Rol)erts) 
Rol>erts.  To  her  were  bom  in  England  two  chil- 
dren, Ann,  wife  of  George  Lockwood,and  William, 
and  three  were  bom  after  the  migi-ation  of  the 
family  to  this  country,  who  were,  George,  Eliza- 
beth who  died  unmarried,  and  Mary  who  wa*  the 
wife  of  Ernest  Winters  and  is  now  deceased.  Mrs. 
Sarah  Williams  was  called  away  from  her  earthlv 
duties  and  cares  January  31,  1882,  and  her  loss  has 
been  most  deeply  felt  by  her  family  and  friends. 
She  was  an  earnest  and  active  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  useful  in  society. 
This  family  is  one  of  the  most  highly  respected  and 
etticient  in  the  township,  as  the  father  is  looked 
upon  as  a  leader  in  many  ways,  and  all  of  the 
household  have  well  fitted  themselves  for  spheres 
of  usefulness.  The  son-in-law,  Ernest  Winters, 
served  his  country  for  over  three  years  in  the 
Third  Michigan  Infantry. 


AHTIN  JOHN  McPHEKSON  was  lx»rn  in 
Howell.  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  May 
1,  IHll.  lie  was  the  third  white  male 
child  i)orn  in  the  village  of  Howell.  His 
parents  were  William  and  Elizal>eth  (RiiUHe)  Mc- 
I'iierson,  natives  of  Scotland.  They  came  from 
Scotland  to  Livingston  County  and  settled  in 
what  is  n(»w  the  village  of  Howell,  in  the  year 
18;^  H. 
Oui'  subject   attended    school    in    Howell    until 
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foui*teen  years  old.  After  tliis  he  attended  the 
State  Normal  School  at  Ypsilanti,  Mich.,  for  two 
years,  from  September,  lH5o,  to  June,  1857.  Dur- 
ing the  winter  of  1857-58  he  taught  a  district 
school  in  the  township  of  Handy,  Livingston 
C'ount}'.  In  April,  1858,  he  entered,  as  clerk,  the 
stoi-e  of  which  his  father  and  brother  (VV.  McPher- 
son,  Jr.,)  were  proprietoi-s,  and  continued  in  their 
employ  until  January  1,  1H()4,  when  he  l)ecame  a 
member  of  the  firm. 

The  stvle  of  the  firm  at  that  time  lieeame  W. 
McPherson  tV  Sons,  since  which  time  although 
there  have  been  changes  in  its  membership  the 
name  of  the  firm  has  i*eniained  unchanged.  The 
business  was  established  b»'  William  McPherson, 
Sr.,  in  1848.  It  has  since  then  grown  to  corre- 
spond with  the  increase  of  wealth  and  population 
in  the  county  until  it  now  ix-cupies  three  huge 
stores  and  is  one  of  the  n)ost  extensive  busincsf* 
houses  in  the  county.  The  firm  is  noted  for  its 
honorable  business  methods.  Ik^side.**  his  business 
interests  in  Howell  Mr.  McPherson  is  a  partner  in 
the  firm  of  (J.  S.  Burgess  i\r  Co.,  in  Brighton.  Mich., 
and  special  i>artner  in  the  firm  of  II.  11.  Mills  iVr 
Sons,  Toi>eka,  Kan. 

.Vugust  14,  1872,  Mr.  McPherson  was  married  to 
Miss  Frances  1*.  Foster.  :i  daughter  of  the  Hev. 
(iustavus  L.  and  Caroline  (Rasch)  Foster,  Mr. 
Foster  being  at  that  time  pastor  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Chui-ch  in  Howell.  Mr.  McPhei-son  has  always 
been  a  Republican  in  politics.  His  first  vote  for 
President  was  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1864. 
He  is  a  memf^er  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Howell,  of  which  he  is  one  of  the  Trustees.  He  is 
greatly  interested  in  Sunda3'-school  work  and  has 
l>een  Superintendent  of  the  Presbyterian  Sunday 
sch<K)l  since  1868. 


^    --<b) 


^=v@ 


JLLIAM  H.  FAl  NCK.  A  traveler  i)assing 
along  the  highway  near  section  27.  Handy 
Township,  Livingston  County,  cannot  but 
notice  the  highly  cultivated  farm,  beautiful  farm 
residence,  and  excellent  outbuildings  belonging  to 
Mr.  Faunce.     He  came  iiere   forty-four  years   ago 


when  there  was  no  Fowlerville  and  no  postotlice 
and  when  all  this  district  was  a  densely  timbered 
region,  and  here  he  has  made  his  mark  and  has  done 
splendid  pioneer  work. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  New  Bedford,  Bristol 
County,  Mass.,  and  was  born  in  1819.  His  parents 
Jame^  and  Rel)ecca  (Hathaway)  F'aunce,  were  also 
natives  of  the  old  Bay  State,  and  the  father  who 
was  a  farmer  there  was  a  son  of  Nathaniel  and 
Abigail  A.  (Snell)  Faunce.  James  and  Rel)ecca 
Faunce  had  a  family  of  nine  children,  and  six  of 
these  have  passed  over  the  dark  river.  Those  who 
are  still  living  are:  our  subject,  Sumner  and  John. 

Having  received  his  education  in  Massachusetts, 
our  subject  remained  at  home  until  the  age  of 
fifteen,  when  he  began  working  for  neighboring 
farmei*s  and  later  entered  the  ship  yard  at  New 
Bedford,  where  he  remained  for  seven  years  and 
was  also  employed  in  the  same  line  of  work  in 
New  York  City.  After  a  fire  which  destroy- ed  his 
business,  he  came  to  Michigan  and  purchasing  land, 
established  a  home  and  brought  to  it  his  bride  Julia 
A.  Bo  wen,  who  was  then  living  in  Handy  Town- 
ship. The  young  man  then  proceeded  to  swing 
the  ax  and  clear  the  forest  trees  from  off  his  land. 
Four  children  blessed  this  union,  and  three  of  these 
have  passed  to  the  l>etter  world.  The  son  Sumner 
M.  is  married  and  is  living  near  Atchison,  Kan., 
u|X)n  a  farm.  The  mother  of  that  son  was  early 
Uiken  from  her  husband  and  child  passing  away 
at  the  age  of  thirty-two  yeai*s.  The  second  wife 
whose  maiden  name  was  Sophia  J.  Andrews  has  one 
daughter,  named  Retta  E. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Sophia  J.  Faunce  are  Lo- 
renzo I),  and  Permilia  (Andrews)  Andrews  both  of 
whom  are  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  Livingston 
County.  N.  V.,  was  the  family  home  and  these  i)ar- 
ent.s  weie  blessed  with  six  children,  four  of  whom 
are  now  living  namely:  Russell  A.,  Mary  A.,  Mrs. 
Wright;  Mrs.  Faunce  and  Harriet  A.,  Mrs.    Perry. 

James  Oi-json  Faunce,  the  brothei"  of  our  subject, 
who  has  now  passed  to  the  other  world,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war  and  was  wounded  by  a  shot 
through  the  right  arm  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull 
Hun  and  taken  prisoner  during  that  confiict.  For 
nine  months  he  was  kept  ])ris(mer  in  the  Anderson- 
ville  i)rison  jien  but   was  finally  exchanged.     Our 
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subject  has  held  the  office  of  School  Director  for 
sixteen  3'ears.  He  has  built  the  beautiful  home  in 
which  he  now  resides  and  has  placed  upon  his  farm 
the  outbuildings  which  so  well  adorn  it.  Mr. 
Fauuce  has  been  a  Deacon  in  the  liaptist  Church 
for  some  fifteen  years  at  Fowlerville,  and  is  looked 
upon  as  one  of  its  most  efficient  and  reliable  mem- 
bers. His  political  views  have  brought  him  into 
affiliation  with  the  Republican  party  and  he  takes 
an  intelligent  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  tlie 
welfare  of  our  country. 


V 


!#SS-«-»-l^^ 


>ILL1AM  Mcpherson,  jr.  The  subject 
jj    of    this    sketch    was    born    in    Inverness, 

W%  Scotland,  March  9,  1834.  His  parents  were 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Riddle)  MePherson.  They 
came  to  this  country  in  1836  and  settled  in  Howell, 
Mich.  The  village  at  that  time  l><)a^ted  but  one 
frame  building,  a  hotel,  which  also  contained  the 
county  offices  and  a  general  store. 

Mr.  Mcpherson's  father  was  by  trade  a  black- 
smith and  pursued  that  av<K*ati<)n  until  1843.  when 
he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  businoKs.  lie  wn?^ 
n  man  of  exceptional  business  ability,  nnd  was  en- 
dowed by  nature  with  excellent  judgment  and 
good  common  sense.  With  the  hearty  eo-openition 
and  assistance  of  his  sons  lii'  built  up  and  extended 
\\\>  business  until  having  established  nn  enviable 
reputation  for  progress! veness,  honorable  dealing, 
and  integrity  he  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  most 
successful  merchants  in  the  interior  of  the  State. 
At  an  earlv  dav  in  the  historv  of  the  town  he  and 
his  wifi'.  who  died  Sopt«»mber  7,  1871.  assisted  in 
tlu*  oroanizniion  of  the  Presl)vteiian  Church  of 
Howell,  of  which  thev  were  evei*  after  honored 
meml>ers.     Thev  w«Me  always  active  in  every  elTort 

•  •  • 

to  promote  tin*  moral  welfare  of  the  community  in 
which  thev  lived,  and  the  intluenc<»  of  their  exam- 
])le  and  <»f  their  conscientious  devotion  to  duty  is 
best  shown  in  the  character  of  the  children  who 
revere  their  memory.  On  the  HJth  of  March,  IHDl, 
surrounded   by  his  eight  children,  four  sons  and 


four  daughtc^rs, William  MePherson,  Sr.,  died,  loved, 
resfjected  and  mourned  bj'  all  who  knew  him. 

During  the  bo^iiood  of  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
he  enjoyed  such  educational  advantages  as  the  vil- 
lage school  afforded  and  at  the  age  of  sixt*«n  he 
entered  his  father's  store  in  the  capacity  of  a  clerk. 
In  1856  he  was  admitted  as  partner  with  his  father 
in  the  mercantile  business,  under  the  firm  name  of 
William  MePherson  <fe  Co.  I^ter  his  brothers,  M. 
.1.  and  E.  G.  became  associated  with  the  firm,  the 
name  of  which  was  changed  to  William  MePherson 
iVr  Sons.  For  several  years  Mr.  MePherson  has  been 
largely  interested  in  pine  and  timber  lands  in 
Michigan  and  other ,  States,  besides  conducting 
stock-raising  and  general  farming  on  several  fine 
farms  in  Ingham  and  Livingston  Counties.  He  has 
also  for  the  pa^jt  thirty  years  been  an  extensive  lo- 
cal dealer  in  wool.  These  varied  interests  requir- 
ing so  much  of  his  time,  he  decided  to  retire,  on 
January  1,  1884,  from  the  meixjantile  busine^ss. 

I'pon  the  removal  of  his  brother  Alexander  to 
Detroit  in  1890,  Mr.  MePherson  became  paituer  in 
and  jissumed  the  management  of  the  Ijanking  house 
of  Alexander  MePherson  ^  Co.,  which  was  estal>- 
lished  by  his  brother  in  1865.  In  politico  Mr. 
MePherson  is  a  st^inch  Republican,  having  cast  his 
Mrst  Presidential  ballot  for  John  C.  Fremont.  In 
I  H8r)  he  was  appointed  State  Railroad  Commissioner 
by  (Joy.  Alger  and  served  during  his  administm- 
tion.  lie  was  a  deleijnte  from  the  Sixth  Con<J:ress- 
ional  District  to  the  Rejmblican  National  Conven- 
tion hehl  in  Chicago  in  1888,  and  was  chosen  by 
the  State  delegation  to  represent  Michigan  on  the 
commitU*e  which  was  to  formally  notify  Pi*esident 

ft-  ft 

Harrison  and  V ice- Pitisi dent  Mortem  of  their  nom- 
inations to  their  res|KH*tive  offices.  lie  ha.s  often 
been  a  delegate  to  State  and  county  conventions 
and  has  represented  his  constituents  with  a  dignity 
that  has  redounded  to  his  own  honor  and  credit. 

In  1851)  Mr.  McPhers<m  married  Miss  Jennie 
M.  Rannev,  of  Rochester.  \.  Y.  ^  A  ladv  of  intel- 
ligence  an<l  retinement.  Mi's.  McPhci"son  dispen.^^es 
the  hospitalities  of  their  beautiful  home  with  grace 
and  diijnity.  Thev  have  had  four  children,  three 
of  whom,  two  daughters  and  a  son,  are  still  living, 
the  eldest  son  having  died  in  1878.  in  his  nineteenth 
year.     From  his  parents  Mr.  MePherson   inherited 
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habit8  of  untiring  energy,  persistence  and  strict  in- 
tegrity, those  sterling  qualities  which  have  made 
the  Scotch  character  so  famous  in  song  and  story. 
To  these  characteristics,  no  doubt,  is  due  the  suc- 
cess which  has  so  generously  rewarded  his  labors. 


fc-M^ 


-ft#^- 


AMES  M.  SKINNER.  The  business  men  of 
Lansing  have  accomplished  a  great  work  in 
forwarding  the  interests  and  developing 
the  resources  of  this  beautiful  city,  and 
none  have  done  more  for  its  prosi)erity  than  those 
who  have  engaged  in  building  its  fine  dwellings 
and  business  blocks.  By  their  taste  and  skill,  their 
enterprise  and  energy,  they  have  made  this  town 
in  its  external  appearance  to  correspond  with  the 
well-known  spirit  of  energy  and  culture  which 
pervades  the  ranks  of  its  citizens. 

Mr.  Skinner,  who  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Skinner  <fe  Maghar,  contractors  and  builders,  has 
has  l)een  in  this  line  of  business  since  1886.  He 
was  born  in  Windsor  Township,  ELaton  County, 
Mich.,  on  the  19th  of  September,  1863.  His  hon- 
ored parents  were  Ormal  D.and  Lydia  M.  (Reeves) 
Skinner.  The  father  was  a  farmer  in  Eaton 
County,  and  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  re- 
gion. Tlie  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the  name 
of  Ormal  D.  Skinner,  hewed  his  own  way  with  his 
trusty  ax  from  Eaton  Rapids  to  his  farm.  He 
cleared  the  trees  from  the  tract  of  land  which  he 
had  purchased  and  made  of  it  a  fine  farm,  where 
his  son  lived  for  many  years.  The  father  passed 
from  earth  in  1873. 

At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  James  Skinner 
learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  with  Eugene  Wil- 
cox, who  lived  in  the  country.  Previous  to  that 
time  he  had  Ijeen  gaining  his  education,  fii*st  in  the 
home  schools,  and  then  in  the  city  High  School. 
He  si>ent  one  year  in  Jackson  after  learning  his 
tmde,  since  which  time  he  has  made  his  lumie  in 
Lansing.  When  he  first  came  to  the  city  he 
worked  until  1886  with  Fuller  &  Wheeler,  and 
after  that  date  he  !>egan  making  contracts,  and 
acted   uiK)n    his   own   responsibility.     He   entered 


into  partnership  with  Mr.  Maghar  and  erected  the 
residences  of  H.  II.  I^arnard  and  C.  C.  Hopkins, 
the  two  handsomest  homes  in  the  city.  He  also 
entered  into  arrangements  to  build  the  library  at 
Olivet,  a  building  worth  ♦25,000  and  known  as 
the  I^onard-Beerage  Memorial  Library.  This  is 
one  of  the  finest  buildings  in  the  State,  and 
is  a  gi'eat  credit  to  the  reputation  of  Mr.  Skin- 
ner. 

Besides  these  prominent  buildings  which  we  have 
mentioned,  Mr.  Skinner  has  built  a  large  number 
of  smaller  houses  and  has  an  extensive  business, 
keeping  from  twelve  to  fifteen  men  busy  all  the 
time.  He  has  a  fine  home  at  No.  418  Ottawa 
Street  West,  and  other  real  estate  in  the  city.  So- 
cially he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
Miss  Myrtle  E.  liaker  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  April  18,  1888.  This  lady  is  a  daughter 
of  Capt.  James  H.  Baker,  of  this  city,  who  was  an 
early  resident  of  l^nsing.  He  is  now  in  the 
lumber  business  in  Northeni  Michigan,  and  has  a 
high  reputation  as  an  active  business  man. 

In  connection  with  this  brief  biographical  sketch 
the  reader  will  notice  a  lithographic  portrait  of 
Mr.  Skinner. 
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ARRIS  HENRY.  One  of  the  most  beautiful 
homes  in  Howell  Township,  Livingston 
County,  may  be  found  upon  section  20.  It 
g^  is  situated  upon  a  small  farm  of  forty  acres 
belonging  to  Mrs.  Henry  and  is  exceptionally  fine 
in  its  situation  and  adornments.  This  gentleman 
is  a  native  of  Steuben  Count v,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
was  born  in  1830,  and  he  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Polly  (Goodrich)  Henry,  who  were  also  natives  of 
the  Empire  State. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  came  to  Michigan  in 
1834  and  became  earlvsettlei-s  of  this  county,  mak- 
ing  their  home  in  Biighton  Township,  whence  they 
removed  to  Howell  Township  in  1848.  Of  tlieir 
family  of  eleven  children  six  are  now  livingf — 
Isaac,  Harris,  Jane,  Maria,  Marilla  and  P^mily. 


58t> 


PC)RTRA1T  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL    ALBUM. 


After  fourteen  yeai*s  of  life  upon  the  farm, 
where  liis  advantages  were  limited  \)y  tlie  district 
K»liool  eurrieuhim,  Harris  Henry  Ivegan  workin/yf 
for  others,  at  wliich  he  continued  until  he  went 
home  and  Umk  cimrge  of  liis  fatlier's  farm,  as  liis 
)iaivnt<<  weiv  then  in  their  declining  yeai*s.  It  was 
jigree<l  among  the  children,  with  the  consent  of 
the  parents,  that  this  son  should  take  ui>on  himself 
the  care  of  his  parents  throughout  tlieir  lifetime 
and  wlien  thev  died  the  liome  farm  should  be  his. 
bi  the  coui-se  of  time  tie  sold  the  old  place  an<l 
purchased  another  in  (renesee  County,  where  he 
found  op|)ortunities  for  hrick-making,  in  which  he 
engage<l  and  worked  in  this  line  of  husint»ss  for 
xome  six  years,  both  there  and  in  this  county. 
Since  that  time  he  has  l)een  engaged  in  farming 
and  most  of  the  time  has  lieen  in  Howell  Township. 

llie  marriage  of  this  enterprising  and  progressive 
farmer  with  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement, 
Adelia  Phillips  by  name,  t<K)k  place  in  \Hi}\),  She 
was  a  daughter  of  (iayland  and  Margaret  Phillips, 
and  aftiT  her  union  with  Mr.  Henry  became  the 
mother  of  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  now 
living,  namely:  Jennie.  Kugene  and  ]*linn  (i.  .Jen- 
nie married  Mr.  Brundage  and  has  three  children — 
lA»na,  Ktna.  and  an  Infant  unnamed;  Kugene  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hose  Hook. 

Mrs.  Adelia  Henry  died  in  1HH2,  and  bv  his  sec- 

ft  • 

ond  marriage  .Mr.  Henry  brought  to  his  home  Mrs. 
Alzinn  Fitch,  the  daughter  of  llirnm  nnd  Rachel 
(Kenyon)  Stephens.  Mr.  Stephens  came  from  New 
York  to  Michigan  in  \X,')().  and  settled  on  sec- 
tion 20,  of  Howell  'I'ownship.  where  he  continued 
his  former  ay«K*ation  of  faiining.  He  had  a  fine 
proj)erty  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  which 
he  put  in  a  Hrst-dass  condition  and  he  an<l  his 
i^ood  wife  lived  thei'c  until  his  death.  They  were 
both  connected  with  the  Methodist  Church  and 
were  useful  in  this  relation.  Of  their  nine  children 
six  are  now  living,  named  as  follows:  .Madison. 
Mrs.  Henry.  John.  Abbie  and  Lucinda:  the  follow- 
in  if  are  deceased — .hilia,  Henry,  Samuel  and  Pies- 
ton. 

.Mrs.  Henry  was  born  in  JelTerson  County.  .\.  V.. 
and  there  received  \wv  education.  When  fpiite 
young  she  was  married  to  Franklin  F.  Stewart,  a 
native   of   New  York  who  came  \Vest  in   IS.')0  and 


nmde  his  home  upon  forty  aci'es  of  land  on  section 
20.  Howell  Township.  After  living  here  for  two 
yeai*s  they  sold  their  projierty  and  retuiiied  East. 
But  three  yeai-s  later  they  returned  to  Michigan 
an<i  settled  on  secti<m  2(K  upon  forty  acres  of  laud 
where  .Mrs.  Henry  now  livet*.  After  Mr.  Stewart's 
death,  which  took  place  in  18B7,  his  widow  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Alpheus  Fitch,  a  New 
Yorker.  He  died  hi  1882  after  which  she  became 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Henr^^  she  is  an  active  and  earnest 
memlKH-  of  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church  and  is 
useful  in  its  connnunion.  Mr.  Henry  is  an  earnest 
lK»liever  in  the  doctrines  of  the  J>eniocratic  party, 
and  although  he  does  not  .•^eek  oilicial  po^ition$  he 
is  intelligently  intei-ested  in  the  movements  of  his 
|>jirty  and  ever  ready  Ui  cast  his  vote  for  it*  pros- 
perity. -^ 
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KOF.  WILLIA.M  H.  HAWKFX    Belon^ng 
I  J,  to  the  Fnglish  nation   and  an  outgrowth 


of  the  great  manufacturing  class  which 
fostei*sa  spirit  <.>f  greater  progi*ess, advance- 
ment and  originality  than  is  elsewhere  founci  in 
British  life.  Prof.  Hawkes  since  coming  U)  America 
ha>  developed  latent  (pnilities  that  make  of  him 
as  loyal  and  ardent  a  subject  of  Cnclc  Sam  and 
almost  ji>  characteristic  a  one  as  natives  of  New 
Fngland  itself.  He  was  born  in  Derby  Citv,  I)er- 
byshire.  Fngland.  August  5,  1859,  and  is  a  .son  of 
James  and  Mary  ( I^ightfoot)  Hawkes,  natives  of 
Fngland.  ^Ir.  Hawkes,  Sr.,  wa**  engaged  in  lM>iler- 
making,  carrying  on  a  large  manufactory.  He 
came  to  America  in  18(57,  fti^st  locating  in  Medina. 
N.  Y..  but  l>eing  most  importantly  engaged  in  his 
Imsiness  in  the  city  of  HiK*he.«*ter,  N.  Y,  In  1861> 
he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Allegan  C<mnty, 
where  he  purchased  a  large  farm.  He  is  now  liv- 
ini>  in  Ann  Arbor,  retired  fnmi  the  active  ])ur^uits 
of   farm  labor. 

Our  >ubject  is  one  of  five  children  born  to  his 
parentis.  He  is  the  eldest;  Arthur  K.  follows  him. 
then  Julia  A.,  who  is  now  Mrs.  H.Clark;  Elizabeth 
F..  now  Mrs.  (George  Stirasou;  and  Richard  E.   Our 
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subject's  paternal  grandfather  was  William  Hawkes, 
who  was  a  shepherd  in  the  old  country.  He  died 
at  the  good  old  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  His 
wife  was  Rebecca  (Thomas)  Hawkes.  They  reared 
a  large  family,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  William, 
Sarah,  Ann;  Jane,  Elizabeth,  Richard,  Thomas,  John, 
James  and  Emma.  The  great-grandparents  were 
Richard  and  Julia  Hawkes,  the  former  being  a 
wealthy  landowner.  They  had  a  family  of  four 
children — John,  William,  James  and  Richard.  Our 
subject's  maternal  grandparents  were  Richard  and 
Mary  (Raynor)  Lightfoot,  natives  of  England. 
The  former  was  an  English  squire  and  a  large  land- 
owner. He  had  a  family  of  nine  children  whose 
names  are  as  follows:  Ann,  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  Mary, 
Julia,  Emma,  Reliccca,  Eliza  and  William.  The 
preceding  progenitor  on  this  side  of  the  family 
was  John  Lightfoot.  He  also  was  a  large  laud- 
owner  and  the  father  of  four  children — John,  An- 
drew, James  and  Richard. 

Prof.  Hawkes  began  working  at  the  foundry 
business  when  eight  years  of  age  and  early  mas- 
tered the  trade.  He  was  also  engaged  in. farming 
when  twelve  years  of  age,  carrying  on  his  father's 
place  until  he  was  eighteen  and  at  the  same  time 
he  attended  school  at  Plain  well,  Allegan  County, 
this  State,  graduating  therefrom  in  1878.  After 
finishing  his  course  in  this  institution  he  accepted 
a  position  as  fireman  on  the  (Irand  Rapids  df  Indi- 
ana Railroad  and  thus  continued  for  one  year, 
after  which  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school 
during  the  year  of  1880.  The  following  summer 
he  was  employed  in  the  spring  works  in  Kalamazoo 
and  then  went  to  the  Ann  ArlK>r  High  School, 
graduating  in  the  classical  course  in  1883.  He  was 
not  content  with  his  acquirements  and  entered  the 
University  of  Michigan  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1887  and  soon  after  was  called  to  take  charge  of 
the  schools  at  Birmingham,  Oakland  County,  this 
State.  He  remained  there  for  three  years,  after 
which  he  came  to  Howell  and  is  now  Superintend- 
ent of  the  public  schools  in  the  city. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  united  his  fate  for 
better  or  worse  with  that  of  Miss  Fanny  Stimson, 
of  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  Their  nuptials  were  solemn- 
ized in  1887  on  the  27th  of  Novemlier.  Mrs. 
Hawkes  is  a  daughter  of  John  1).  and  Mary  (Sutton) 


Stimson,  natives  of  Canada  and  of  English  descent. 
The  lady  is  one  of  a  large  family  which  comprised 
ten  children.  They  are  by  name  William,  John, 
Philip,  George,  Fanny,  Fred,  Minnie,  Joseph,  Mil- 
ton and  Mabel. 

The  married  relations  of  him  of  whom  we  write, 
have  been  of  the  pleasantest  nature.  He  has  a 
beautiful  home  and  a  pleasing  and  attractive  wife.. 
They  are  the  parents  of  two  childreny—f Janet  H.  and 
Minnie  M.,  who  are  pleasing  little  ones  with  large 
promises  for  the  future.  Politically  our  subject  is 
a  member  of  the  Republican  party.  Religiously 
his  sympathies  and  associations  are  with  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  is  also  actively  engaged  in 
Sunday  school  work,  having  a  large  class  of  young 
men. 
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^  ERRY  C.  GALLUP  is  the  name  of  a  well- 
known  man  in  Meridian  Township,  Ingham 
County.  He  was  torn  in  Shelby,  Orleans 
County,  N.  Y.,  July  23,  1838.  His  father, 
David  C.  (lallup,  was  born  in  Brattlelx)ro,  Vt., 
September  2,  1800.  He  was  a  butcher  and  farmer 
in  an  early  day,  when  he  settled  in  New  York. 
When  our  subject  was  six  years  old  his  father 
came  to  Michigan  and  settled  at  Redford,  Wayne 
County,  where  he  remained  until  1849,  when  the 
family  removed  to  Meridian  Township,  purchas- 
ing a  farm  on  section  4. 

Disposing  of  the  tract  above  mentioned,  in  a 
ohort  time  Mr.  (iallup,  Sr.,  bought  a  farm  in  Bath 
Township,  which  he  also  sold  in  a  few  years.  He 
then  moved  back  into  Meridian  Township  and 
purchased  a  farm  on  section  3,  where  he  lived 
until  1866,  when  both  parent*^  came  to  live  with 
the  subject  of  our  sketch.  The  death  of  both  oc- 
curred while  inmates  of  his  family,  in  1874,  their 
decease  l)eing  only  twenty -one  days  apart.  Mr. 
(iallup  lives  on  a  fine  tract  of  six  acres  of  land  on 
section   27. 

When  our  subject  was  only  twelve  yoais  old  he 
started  out  in  life  for   himself.     His  opj)ortunities 
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to  obtAiii  an  education  weiv  of  tho  nn^t  meagre 
nature,  never  att^ndiujLC  s^'liool  after  he  wa«<  four- 
teen yeai*s  old.  On  arriving  at  this  age  he  worked 
on  the  farm  for  two  veal's,  and  then  engaged  to 
drive  a  t^am,  hauling  fi'eight  lK»tween  Okemosand 
iJetroit.  He  continued  this  work  until  Septeml)ei- 
II,  1861,  wlien  he  enlisted,  and  going  to  the  front, 
served  until  the  22d  of  Februarv,  1865.  lie  yvns 
assigned  to  <luty  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and 
was  in  all  the  hard-fought  Imttles  with  that  di- 
vision. For  one  year  he  was  Brigade  Commissarv- 
Serg^ant,  after  which  he  took  a  sujxjrnumerary 
|Niskion  and  finally  received  an  honorable  dis- 
charge. Coming  home  from  the  war,  he  devoted 
himself  to  farming  one  year,  after  which  he  went 
to  work  on  the  railroad,  and  was  thus  engaged  six 
yenrs,  five  yeai*sof  which  time  he  held  the  position 
of  section  Ikjss. 

Wearvinir  of  railriwid  work,  our  subiect  resumed 
his  trade  as  a  c*arpent(M*  and  joiner,  and  has  thus 
l»een  steadilv  ensraged  since  1876.  With  a  view 
to  making  a  home,  Mr.  Ciallup  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Lydia  K.  Tolman.  of  ()k(»inos. 
Their  marriage  was  solemnized  Februarv  11.  1864. 
Mi>.  (iallup,  however,  did  not  long  survive,  her 
decea.se  (Kvurring  the  following  SeptemlKM*. 

The  original  of  our  >ketch  [^latei*  contracted  a 
marriage  with  Miss  Lucy  Stillman.  daughter  of 
Daniel  Stillman,  of  Alaiedon  Townsliip.  They 
Avere  united  April  21),  1866.  'i'he  nnmcs  of  their 
three  children  are:  Frank,  who  at  the  a^e  of  twenty- 
two  a!*sists  his  father  at  home;  I^ena.  wiio  is  a  cliann- 
ing  miss  of  eigiitcen;  and  1).  N'erner.  who  is  seven- 
teen ycar>  of  age.  Socially  Mr.  (iailup  is  a  meml^er 
of  scleral  secret  s<K*ietie>.  lie  is  a  charter  member 
of  tlie  Masonic  Lodge  of  Okemos.  having  been  in- 
itiated in  the  ('ai)ital  Lodire.  No.  i^^^,  of  Lansinsj, 
in  1868.  lie  is  also  a  charter  meinlwr  of  the  (ar- 
l)enter's  In  ion.  of  Lansing,  and  a  charter  membei* 
of  the  Okemos  Alliance.  lleJfeeps  alive  his  remi- 
niscences of  war  times  In  his  asscn-iation  witli  the 
(trand  Army  of  the  Uepublic.  and  was  faithful  to 
the  Knights  of  LalM»r  a>  long  as  that  organization 
maintained  its  footing  in  Okemos.  Politicallv  lie 
i>  a  Democrat.  He  has  been  an  incumbent  of  sev- 
eral township  otfices,  having  been  Highway  C'om- 
missi<mer  and  for  twentv-one  vears  Director  in  his 


scli<H)l  district.  Our  subject's  grandfather,  Periows 
(tallup,  was  liorn  in  Vermont  in  an  early  day.  It 
is  supported  that  the  family  to  which  he  belongs  are 
descended  friMu  one  of  three  brothers  who  came 
from  Ireland.  Jerry,  as  he  is  familiarly  called,  is 
a  genial  and  whole-souled  man,  who  is  well  in- 
ff)rmed  on  the  events  of  the  day,  and  who  ha.s 
manv  friends  in  all  classes  of  s<x»ietv. 
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AN  .IA(  KSON.  The  village  of  Piiiekney 
|;  is  proud  to  count  among  its  citizens  a 
numlHM-  of  retired  farmers  who,  after  livess 
of  st'vere  toil,  having  by  industry  and 
enterj)rise  accumulated  a  comfortable  eorapeteney, 
are  now  taking  their  comfort  in  this  vilkige. 
Among  them  there  is  none  more  honored  than 
Dan  .Jackson,  whose  sterling  integrity  and  earnest 
adviK-acy  of  every  movement  in  favor  of  relig'ion 
and  morality  have  given  him  the  respect  of  all 
and  have  earned  for  him  the  gratitude  of  all  with 
whom  he  has  l>een  associated. 

Dr.  Cyrus  .Jackson,  the  father  of  our  subject. 
wjis  born  in  Connecticut  in  1787,  and  having  been 
guaduated  at  Vale  College  and  taken  a  professional 
course,  Iw'came  a  physician,  which  calling  he  fol- 
lowed of  well  as  that  of  a  farmer.  He  married 
.Jane  <^iiick.  a  native  of  Pike  (*ountv.  Pa.,  and  a 
daughter  of  .John  B.  (^uick,  a  farmer.  Dr.  .lack- 
son's  father.  .Joseph  .Jacksim,  was  also  a  farmer  and 
a  soldier  in  the  Revoluticmary  War,  while  two  of 
his  sons  served  their  ccmntrv  faithfullv  in  the  War 
of   1812. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  united  in  mar- 
riage February  \K  1811,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  very 
so4)n  removed  to  New  York  where  the  following 
year  they  purchased  a  farm  in  Lyons  Township, 
Wayne  County,  and  there  remained  until  death 
called  them  hence,  the  father  dying  in  1865,  and 
the  mother  September  10,  1872,  she  lx»ing  of  great 
age,  having  been  born  in  1788.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children  and  tive  of  them  are  now 
living. 

The  mother  was  an  earnest  Christian  woman,  de- 
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vout  and  consistent  in  her  i-eligious  duties  and  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church.  Before  his  death 
the  father  of  our  subject  took  up  a  large  tract  of 
land  in  Michigan,  sixteen  hundred  and  eighty  acix'c* 
in  all,  it  l)eing  all  wild  (Tovernnient  land.  The 
Democratic  party  commanded  the  allegiance  of  Dr. 
Jackson,  who  was  active  in  every  political  issue. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  twins  who  were  l>orn 
July  2,  1819,  in  Lyons  Township,  Wayne  County, 
N.  V.  There  he  received  the  l)est  advantages  to 
lie  procured  in  the  district  schools  and  took  the 
usual  training  given  to  a  farmer's  boy.  lie  grew 
to  manhood  u|ion  his  father's  farm  and  started 
out  for  himself  in  1843,  being  then  a  young  man 
of  some  twenty-foiu-  yeai*s.  He  decided  that  the 
West  was  the  l)est  place  for  him  and  he  came  to 
Stockbridge  Township,  Ingham  County,  Midi., 
locating  upon  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres — 

• 

the  fii-st  ti-act  of  land  entered  from  the  (Govern- 
ment in  Ingham  County — which  ^as  given  him 
by  his  father,  which  lan<l  was  the  south  half  of 
section  1,  in  that  t^)wnship,  and  upon  which  he 
found  no  improvement**.  Tiie  young  man  drove 
his  team  thixjugh  from  New  York  to  his  new  home 
in  Michigan. 

New  Year's  Day,  1844,  marked  a  great  epoch  in 
the  life  of  our  subject,  for  the  union  was  then 
solemnized  l)etween  him  and  a  lady  he  had  found 
in  his  new  Michigan  home  and  whom  he  had 
chosen  as  his  life  companion.  Her  maiden  name 
was  Juliza  S.  liackus;  she  was  the  daugliter  of  (). 
J.  and  Diantha  (King)  I^ckus,  from  (ienesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  she  was  l>orn  May  18,  182H. 
Her  father  was  a  Vermonter,  who  came  to  Michi- 
gan in  1887  and  settled  in  Tnadilla  Township, 
where  both  he  and  his  good  wife  remained  until 
(.■ailed  awav  bv  death. 

Two  of  the  three  ciiildren  born  to  Juliza  (Backus) 
Jackson  are  now  living,  namely;  Albert,  who  was 
born  Novemlier  10,  1844  and  who  married  Tillie 
Brown  and  with  her  and  his  one  son  live.s  in  this 
t4>wnship;  Orla  B.,  who  was  lx>rn  ()ctol)er  20.  1847, 
married  Ella  Brown  and  lives  in  I'utnam  Town- 
ship. Oscar  A.,  who  was  born  January  2,  1850, 
died  April  2o,  1871.  The  mother  of  these  sons 
passed  away  from  earth  April  n>,  1878. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Jackson  took  plact' 


March  1(»,  1878,  his  wife  being  Mrs.  Jennette  (Pratt) 
Wood,  widow  of  William  W.  Wood,  and  daughter 
of  Miles  and  Crana  (Cooley)  Pratt,  natives  of  Ver- 
numt  and  Connecticut  respectively.  Judge  T.  M. 
Cooley  is  an  uncle  of  Mi*s.  Jackson,  and  her  parent** 
were  united  in  New  York  and  died,  the  father  in 
Wisconsin  and  the  mother  in  New  York.  They 
had  niiie  children,  of  whom  seven  are  still  sur- 
viving. 

Mi's.  Jackson  was  l)orn  May  28,  1835,  in  (ienesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  having  l)een  married  there  in 
1852,  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  upon  a  i)er- 
fectly  unbroken  farm  in  Windsor  Township,  Katon 
County.  Her  fii'st  huslmnd  was  active  in  clearing 
and  improving  his  farm  })ut  was  killed  accidentally 
Noveml)er  9,  1868,  at  a  shooting  match.  They 
were  the  parent*«of  fourchildi*en  but  none  of  them 
arc  now  living,  and  she  has  no  children  by  her  sec- 
ond marriage. 

After  clearing  and  breaking  about  one  himdred 
and  sixty  acres  and  fencing  in  his  whole  half  sec- 
tion Mr.  Jackson  built  a  small  brick  house  18x24 
feet,  and  somewhat  later  erected  a  Iwirn  measuring 
82x46,  for  which  structure  he  had  to  draw  the 
lumlier  from  Flint.  He  was  not  thoroughly  con- 
tented in  Michigan  and  after  seven  veal's  exper- 
ience here  he  sold  his  farm  in  1850  and  returned 
to  New  York,  where  he  made  his  home  up<m  a  farm 
of  <me  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Orleans  County, 
a  fine  property  for  which  he  paid  ♦7,000.  Two 
veai-s  later  he  determined  to  return  to  the  West 
and  sold  his  New  York  property  and  came  back  to 
Michigan.  In  1858  he  l>oughta  farm  in  Hamburg 
Township,  Livingston  C<nintv,and  i*emained  upon 
it  until  1865,  when  he  found  a  sale  for  it. 

In  1865  this  gentleman  came  to  the  village  of 
Pinckney  and  a  year  later  pin'cha.«<ed  a  farm  one 
mile  south  of  the  corpoi*ati(m,  paying  ¥18,000  for 
a  handsome  tract  of  two  hundred  and  fortv  acM-es. 
Here  he  devoted  himself  to  the  cultivation  of  his 
farm  until  1878,  buying  an  additional  tract  of  two 
hunclred  and  fortv  acres  a  little  farther  south  at  a 
rost  of  ♦Pi.OiK).  This  new  farm  he  deeded  t^)  his 
two  sons. 

Sijice  April.  1878.  .Mr.  Jackson  has  retired  from 
active  work  and  has  made  his  home  in  Pincknev. 
He  and  his  good   wiff  are  active  !nemlK*i>  of  th<* 
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Methodist  Episcopal  C'liuifh  and  prreatly  interested 
in  Sunday-sehool  work,  and  Mrs.  Jaeks'On  has  lieen 
for  many  years  a  teaclier  therein.  Slie  is  also  a 
useful  memlHjr  of  the  Indies*  Aid  Society  in  which 
she  holds  the  re^tponsible  office  of  Treasurer.  Mr. 
Jackson  is  Trustee  and  Steward  in  the  church  and 
in  botlr  of  these  i'e«))Onsil)le  positions  his  well- 
known  integrity  and  sound  judgment  giye  him 
the  confidence  of  those  who  are  associated  with 
him  in  church  fellowship.  He  is  a  man  of  bri)ad 
intelligence  and  deeply  interested  in  the  great 
affairs  of  the  world  outride  his  county  and  State. 
He  took  great  i)leasure  in  attt»nding  the  centennial 
exposition  at  Philadelphia  in  1876  and  looks  for- 
ward with  intense^  interest  to  comparing  the  out- 
look he  then  obtained  in  regard  to  the  world's  in- 
dustries with  what  he  hopes  to  gain  at  the  World's 
Fair  in  Chicago,  in  1893.  The  affaii*s  of  education 
in  the  township  have  always  awakened  an  interest 
in  this  gentleman  and  he  has  been  a  membei*  of  the 
local  School  Hoard.  He  was  for  fifteen  veai*sa":ent 
for  the  Livingst4>n  County  Insurance  Company. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .lackson  have  been  strong 
advocat<»s  of  tempemnce  and  cordial  workers  in 
different  societies  which  have  l>een  organized  to 
fight  the  saloon  power.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  views  and  has  held  the  otHce  of  Highway 
Commissioner  in  both  Hamburg  and  Putnam  Town- 
ships. He  wjis  one  of  the  old-time  Asscsscn-s  of 
Stock  bridge  Township.  The  twin  sister  of  our 
subject,  Margaret  L.  Jackson,  married  Mr.  Ira 
Crousc,  NovemlKM*  11,  I84(),  and  moved  to  Hart- 
land  Township  where  a  farm  was  given  them  by 
her  fnther.  She  died  May  2,  1875,  leaving  one 
son.  Frank. 


I !Is§ 


'^^  LBHKT     (UXSOLLV.       The     ireneral 
public  i'(»joicing  in  comnu'rcial  circles  over 


the    magnificent    and    unparalleled   crops 
(^)!  that   almost    all    portions  of    the    Fnitcd 

States  have  yielded  this  year  (1801)  inciicates  how 
grea'i  a  power  the  agriculturist  is  ni  the  country. 
Without  him  as  a  productive  factor,  the  manufac- 


tures, of  which  we  make  so  much  and  for  which 
our  legisiati(m  seems  chiefly  to  be  exercised,  and 
finance  generally  would  Ik*  crippled  as  it  has  been 
in  past  yeai*s.  The  State  of  Michigan  is  more  than 
royally  represented  in  the  successful  agricultural 
year,  cereals  and  fruits  flowing  into  the  markets 
from  this  direction  in  a  luscious  and  golden  stream. 
He  of  wlumi  we  write  is  one  of  the  many  who  has 
reasfm  to  U^  congratulated  on  the  state  of  the 
season  and  country. 

A  resident  on  section  25,  J^roy  Township,  Ing- 
ham County,  the  original  of  our  sketch  is  a  native 
of  Wayne  County,  X.  V.,  there  l)eing  horn  October 
9,  18Il>.  He  i»i  a  son  of  Benjamin  and  £lizal>eth 
(Stansel)  (iunsolly,  his  father  l)eing  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  liis  mother  of  New  York.  Both 
his  father  and  his  paternal  grandsire  were  soldiers 
in  the  Hevolutionary  War,  his  father  being  only 
fouiteen    veai-s  of  afifc  when  he  enlisted. 

In  18:^S  be  of  whom  we  writ^  came  with  his 
parents  to  the  State  of  Michigan.  He  was  at  the 
time  only  fourteen  yeai-s  of  age  and  the  wildness 
of  the  country  was  n<^t  as  serious  a  consideration 
as  to  older  and  more  thoughtful  minds.  To  be 
sure  he  had  to  work  hard  in  hewing  down  the 
trees,  helping  to  make  roads  and  in  plowing  and 
j)lanting  and  in  the  old-fashioned  and  laborious 
harvesting,  when  the  flail  was  used  in  threshinsr 
out  the  wheat.  There  were  rainy  seasons  and  dull 
seasons  in  which  the  game  with  which  the  foi-ests 
abounded  could  be  chased  and  sti*eams  known  only 
to  our  subject,  where  the  fattest  and  most  luscious 
of  trout  were  to  be  caught,  and  poor  as  the  eoun 
try  was  in  resources  for  housekeeping,  after  one  of 
these  expeditions  the  mother  would  set  out  a  table 
covered  with  game  that  was  fit  for  a  king. 

The  family  were  among  the  first  settlers  in 
Flymouth  Township  and  there  oursubject  attained 
manhood,  isolated  to  a  great  degree  from  his  kind 
and  necessarily  thrown  back  upon  nature.  He  rt^- 
ceived  a  limited  education  in  his  youth,  attending 
school  but  one  winter.  Since  that  time,  however, 
he  has  read  and  studied  by  himself,  so  that  he 
i-anks  well  as  an  intelligent  man.  He  was  married 
to  Lu(y  M.  Jackson.  March  1,  1846.  She  bore  him 
five  children  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Isaac, 
deceased;   Jane;    Mary;    Julia,    and   Henry,    de- 
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ceased,  flane  married  Samuel  Daly  and  Marv  is 
tlie  wife  of  Charlei*  Wagoner.  After  the  <leceast^ 
i)f  his  first  wife  he  was  a  second  time  married,  tlie 
cei*emony  being  solemnized  April  12,  1869.  The 
l)resent  wife  was  formerly  Mrs.  Emeline  Turi'ell, 
widow  of  the  late  Frederick  Turrell  of  Ingham 
County,  wlio  was  killed  in  the  late  war.  By  this 
union  there  have  l)een  two  childi'en — All)ert  II.  and 
Norah  A. 

Mr.  (iunsolly  fii*st  came  to  Ingham  County,  in 
1846,  and  has  l)een  residing  liere  the  greater  part 
of  the  time  since  then,  being  one  of  the  oldest 
pioneiM's  of  Ix^roy  Township.  He  is  the  owner  of 
eighty  acres  of  land  and  l)eing  an  industrious  and 
hard-working  man  he  has  l)een  successful  in  accu- 
mulating a  comfortable  fortune.  Our  subject  has 
served  in  several  local  ofWces.  lie  has  been  High- 
way Commissioner  in  the  county.     Mrs.  (^unsolly 

•  •  • 

is  a  native  of  New  York  State,  having  l>een  born 
in  Wayne  County,  .January  12,  1833.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Ku|^rt,  early  settlei>« 
in  Ingham  County.  Our  subject  favoi*s  the  prin- 
ciples of  Prohibition, l»elieving  the  future  prosix»r- 
ity  of  the  country  depends  ui)on  its  ])urity  in  mor- 
als and  tliat  it  cannot  Ih»  strong  in  this  respect 
while  so  grea,ta  temptation  as  the  manufacture  and 
sale  of  intoxicants  is  l)efore  the  youtli  of  the 
i'ountry.  An  excellent  financier,  he  enjoys  the 
confidence  of  the  Iwst  business  men  in  the  com- 
munity. He  with  his  wife,  who  is  an  intelligent 
and  e^imable  lady,  are  amcmg  the  most  honored 
and  highly  res))ected  meml)ers  of  s(x*iety  in  Leroy 
Township. 


6J%3I 
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)ILLIAM  H.  M(  MILLAN.  Born  Septem- 
\\ pj/f  ber  21,1841,  in  Sc^henectady  (  oun ty ,  X. Y . . 
y^  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  son  of  Isaac 
and  Jane  (ComK's)  McMillan,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  the  Empire  State.  Our  subject's  grand- 
father on  the  paternal  side  came  to  the  I'nited 
States  in  Colonial  davs  and  served  in  the  Hevolu- 
tionary  War.  His  children  are  as  follows:  James, 
,Fohn,  Alex,  Isaac,  William.  Samuel  and  Jane. 


Isaac  McMillan  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner.  He 
was  born  January  14,  1795,  and  was  called  out  in 
the  struggle  of  1812.  He  died  August  14,1891, 
at  the  patriai'chal  age  of  ninety-five  yeai-s.  His 
wife  died  February  r>,  1877,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  veai-s  and  six  months.  She  was  the  mother 
of  four  children — Susannah,  Alexander  C.,  Hol)ert 
»J.  and  William  H.  Prioi*  to  his  marriage  with  the 
al)ove  mentioned  lady,  our  subject's  father  had 
lieen  married,  and  by  that  union  l)ecame  the 
parent  of  one  child,  a  son,  whose  name  was  Hugh. 
The  family  to  which  our  subject  lielongs  moved 
to  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1858.  and  came 
to  Michigan  the  following  June.  They  landed  in 
Detroit  in  Novembei*  of  the  same  year,  and  l<K*ated 
<m  one  hundred  acres  on  section  36,  which  the 
father  improved,  and  wherwm  he  resided  until  his 
death.  Our  subject's  matenml  grandsire  was  John 
Combs. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  reared  in  New 
York,  and  theiv  received  a  common-sc»hool  educa- 
tion. During  the  latter  part  of  the  war,  when  the 
call  was  made  for  re-inforcements,  the  younsr  man 
enlisted,  September  6,  1864,  in  Ccmipany  K, 
Twenty-fii-st  Michigan  Infantry.  lie  was  a  partici- 
))ant  in  st»veral  battles  that  made  memorable  that 
last  year.  The  Iwittleof  Nashville  deeply  impi*essed 
him.  He  was  also  present  at  the  battle  of  Benton- 
ville,  N.  C.,and  participated  in  the(vrand  Review  at 
Washington.  After  his  discharge,  which  took 
place  the  last  week  in  June,  he  was  engaged  at  the 
carpenter's  trade,  continuing  in  that  until  his 
mother's  death. 

After  the  decease  of  the  mother  of  our  subject, 
he  l)egan  farming  on  the  old  homestead  which  he 
now  owns.  He  has  served  in  several  township 
offices,  and  has  always  filled  these  positions  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  constituents  and  to  his  own 
credit.  He  inherits  Republican  principles  and 
governmental  theories.     His  father  was  formerly  a 

• 

Whig,  though  during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  wa? 
a  Republican, as  is  <mr  subject.  He,  however,  favors 
Prohibition  principles,  laying  great  stress  upon 
this  as  (me  of  the  issues  of  the  future.  S)cially 
he  lx»longs  to  the  IndejuMident  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
lows. 

Our  subject    was  married   October    17,  I8f>f>,  to 
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Miss  Alice  Norton,  who  was  born  in  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  (iill)eft  and 
Celia  B.  Norton,  of  the  same  State.  Prior  to  her 
marriage  Mrs.  McMillan  was  a  teacher  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  that  capacity,  unattended  by  relatives, 
as  her  father  had  died  m  her  native  State.  Her 
mother  passed  away  in  Michigan.  Tier  father  was 
a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  and  in  one  of  the  battles 
received  a  bayonet  thrust  from  the  effects  of  which 
he  died.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of 
three  sons  and  four  daughtei-s.  Mr.  William  11. 
McMillan  and  his  estimable  wife  are  the  parents 
of  five  children,  whose  names  are  Herman  I., 
Hmma  B.,  Louis,  Jane  C.  and  William.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  McMillan  are  highly  respected  membei-s 
of  society  in  Cohwtah  Township,  and  few  social 
gatherings  are  complete  without  their  genial  pres- 
ent to  brighten  and  animate  the  occasion. 


•Mm^^ 
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r/LBKRT  D.  THOMPSON.  Among  the 
county  oltlcials  of  Livingston  County,  who 
i  make  their  hcmie  in  Howell,  we  find  no  one 
who  is  more  deservedly  i)opuhir  on  ac- 
count ])Oth  of  character  and  long  acquaintance 
than  the  Deputy  Regi.strar  of  Deeds,  whose  name 
we  have  just  given,  for  he  is  a  native  of  this  little 
city  and  having  grown  up  here  and  shown  himself 
a  man  worthy  of  e.^teem  and  regard,  has  taken 
his  i)laceamonii:  the  best  citizens  of  this,  the  countv 
seat  of  Livingston  Countv. 

The  natal  year  ()f  this  gentleman  was  1847  and 
he  is  a  M)n  of  Edward  and  Hocelia  ( Ward)  Thomp- 
son, both  ()f  whom  came  to  this  State  from  New 
V<u'k.  The  father  had  been  a  farmer  before  com- 
ing to  Michigan,  but  upon  settling  in  Howell  in 
1H;U)  he  built  a  furnace  in  the  central  i)art  of  town 
near  the  Toledo,  Ann  Arbor  S:  Northern  Michigan 
Haihoad  depot  and  carried  it  on  through  life  and 
in  connection  carried  on  farniinir  extensivelv.  Hoth 
parents  died  in  1852.  The  grandparents  of  our 
subject,  Moses  and  Margaret  Thompson,  were  both 
natives  of  the  Empire  State,  and  after  coming  to 
Michigan  in   183G    they  settled    upon  a  farm  in 


Howell  Township,  and  there  8|>cnt  the  remainder 
of  their  davs.  Of  their  nine  children  three  are 
now  in  life:  Randolph,  Lucinda  and  Jane.  Moses 
Thomj)son  was  the  son  of  a  Scotchman  who  settled 
in  Pennsylvania. 

The  parent*  of  Mi*s.  iiocelia  (Ward)  lliomi>6on, 
were  David  and  Sarah  Ward,  who  reared  a  familv 
of  eleven  children  in  New  York,  Of  that  numl)er 
the  following  are  now  living,  namely:  Rollin, 
riysses,  Stephen,  Kichraond,  Diana,  Mandeville, 
Crsulla  and  Herschel.  Edward  and  KoceLa  (Ward) 
Thom|xson  were  earnest  and  devoted  raemliers  of 
the  l^ptist  Church  and  brought  up  their  three 
children  in  the  faith  and  worship  of  the  Christian 
religion.  The  brother  and  sister  of  our  subject  are 
Alvaro  and  Mary,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Thompson. 

Edward  Thompson  kept  a  numl)er  of  men  in  his 
emi)lov  at  the  furnace  and  on  the  farm  and  his 
furnace  was  notable  as  l»eing  the  first  one  ei$tal>- 
lished  in  the  countv.  His  two  hundred  acres  of 
land  lay  within  the  village  limits  and  the  l>est  i>art 
of  Howell  is  now  built  ui)on  what  was  the  Thomp- 
son farm.  This  gentleman  laid  out  an  addition  to 
the  city  which  is  known  as  Thom|)SonV  Addition. 
He  donated  a  half  block  of  ground  for  the  county 
buildings  and  upon  this  land  has  l)een  placed  a 
beautiful  edifice.  He  also  gave  the  grounds  for 
the  fii*st  cemetery.  His  own  beautiful  residence 
which  he  erected  on  Mill  Street  remained  his  home 
until  death.  He  was  an  early  settler  who  did  much 
for  the  improvement  of  Howell,  and  was  a  man  of 
j)rinciple  and  integrity,  whose  influence  w^as  as 
]>owerful  in  an  unconscious  way  as  it  wa>  heljiful 
by  intent.  As  i)roperty  increased  in  value  in 
Howell  he  of  course  grew  in  wealth  and  lH»canu* 
one  of  the  most  i)rosperous  men  in  the  place. 

After  Uiking  what  schooling  he  could  secure  in 
the  public  schools  of  Howell,  AU)ert  Tlumipson  at- 
tended college  at  Hillsdale,  Mich.,  and  lat^r  took  a 
business  ccnirse  at  Ames  Business  College,  N.  Y., 
graduating  in  180;").  After  farming  for  twentv 
yeai-s  upon  an  eighty-acre  farm  in  Shiawassee 
County,  Mich..  Mr.  Thompson  came  to  Howell 
in  December.  18811,  to  accept  his  present  position. 
He  filled  a  numl)er  of  minor  otfices  in  Shiawassee 
County  and  was  also  Supervisor  for  three  terms 
and  was  Township  Clerk  for  five  terms,     His  mar- 
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riage  iu  1868  brought  to  his  home  a  true  helpmate 
and  companiou  in  the  person  of  Miss  Emilj*^  Ham- 
mond of  this  county,  whose  parents,  Zina  and  Olive 
(Carpenter)  Hammond,  were  both  natives  of  the 
Empire  State.  Four  lovely  children  have  blessed 
this  union  and  are  growing  up  to  be  the  comfort 
and  companions  of  their  parents.  Tliey  are  named, 
Lyman,  Rose,  Lillie  and  Alvaro.  The  Republican 
party  is  the  political  organization  with  which  Mr. 
Thompson  finds  himself  in  sympathy  and  he  is  an 
earnest  worker  for  its  success  on  all  occasions.  He 
is  a  prominent  man  iu  the  social  order  which  is 
known  by  the  magic  initials  of  K.  O.  T.  M. 


f/OSKPH  HOWDISH  HULL,  M.  D.,  wliose 
portrait  appeai-s  on  the  opposite  page,  was 
born  in  Fairfield,  Franklin  County,  Vt., 
January  25,  1824,  and  is  therefore  at  this 
writing  (1891),  less  than  sixty-eight  years  old.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  of  English  descent,  while 
on  his  mother's  side  he  comes  of  French  ancestry. 
Both  Grandfather  Hull  and  (irandfather  Bowdish 
(originally  spelled  Ik) wd itch),  were  Colonels  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  the  latter  was  Sheriff  of 
Franklin  County,  Vt.,  for  several  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  who  bore  the  name  of 
of  Timothj'  Hull,  wjis  married  to  Orrisa  Bowdish 
and  they  remained  in  Vermont  until  May,  1836, 
when  they  removed  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Leoni,  Jackson  County.  At  the  time  of  their  re- 
moval  hither  Josepli  B.  wa.s  a  lad  of  twelve  yeai*s 
and  he  had  attended  a  good  common  school  in  the 
(Jreen  Mountain  State.  After  coming  here  he  did 
not  receive  much  benefit  from  the  schools  of  Leoni 
as  they  were  inferior  to  the  schools  of  Vermont. 
He  was  a  pupil  in  a  select  sc^hool  for  two  U»rms  and 
pui-sued  his  studies  with  private  teachers,  expecting 
to  complete  his  education  at  Middlebury  College, 
Vermont.  His  father  engaged  in  business  as  an 
hotel-keeper  for  a  short  time  and  sul)sequently 
oix».rated  as  a  farmer  an(l  merchant  until  he  died 
in  1840. 
The  death  of  his  father  changed  our  subject's 


life  from  study  to  labor,  as  the  support  of  his 
mother  and  the  six  children  (two  boys  and  four 
girls)  devolved  upon  themselves.  Their  whole 
wealth  consisted  of  eighty  acres  of  unimproved 
land  worth  about  45600.  When  Joseph  B.  was  fif- 
teen years  old  he  taught  school  in  North  Adams, 
Hillsdale  County;  he  had  a  large  number  of  pu- 
pils— about  sixty — twenty- five  of  them  Ijeing  over 
twenty  years  of  age  and  several  preparing  them- 
selves for  teachei-s.  For  several  years  he  followed 
the  profession  of  teaching  and  studied  as  ciix'um- 
stances  would  permit  or  necessity  required.  In 
1844,  his  health  being  poor,  he  visited  his  native 
place,  hoping  to  recuperate  his  strength.  While 
there  he  taught  in  his  native  town. 

In  the  spring  of  1845,  finding  his  health  not  im- 
proved but  rather  the  reverse,  our  subject  returned 
to  this  State  and  studied  medicine  with  Dr.  Brown, 
having  previously  read  for  a  short  time  with  Dr. 
V.  Meeker.  Soon  afterward  an  accident  happened 
which  determined  him  to  study  medicine  and 
surgery  elsewhere.  A  hunter  named  Scott  had 
been  ill  for  some  time  and  upon  recovery  his  first 
act  was  to  unload  his  gun  which  had  l)een  loaded 
during  his  sickness.  JSeveial  times  he  tried  unsuc- 
cessfully to  fire  it  off.  lmi)atient,  he  brought  the 
gun  heavily  down  upon  the  floor  when  it  was  dis- 
charged and  the  ball  passed  through  the  under 
jaw,  obliquely  across  the  face,  Iwickof  the  nose  and 
lodged  in  the  skull  alx)ve  the  inner  a  igle  of  the 
eye.  Dr.  Brown  was  sent  for.  but  although  an  ex- 
cellent physician  he  was  no  surgeon  and  ujxm  ex- 
amining the  wound  he  fainted.  Our  subject  at- 
tended the  man  and  extracted  the  bullet. 

Not  being  able  financially  to  study  away  from 
lumie  and  having  an  opportunity  to  secure  a  posi- 
tion, he  entered  the  services  of  Messi-s.  (ioss.  Darl- 
ing t\j  Balch,  who  contracted  to  build  several  miles 
of  railroad  between  Kalamazoo  and  New  Buffalo 
on  the  Michigan  Central  line,  lie  spent  about  two 
and  one-half  years  with  them,  having  charge  of  a 
j  store  and  keeping  the  company's  accounts.  His 
!  leisure  time  was  devoted  to  study  and  without  in- 
!  tfrfering  with  his  other  business,  he  accumulated 
and  read  quite  a  medical  library.  During  this  time 
he  sent  all  his  money  to  his  mother  excepting  the 
little  which  was  necessairy  for  his  personal  expenses. 
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Upon  leaving  the  employ  of  the  company  he  en- 
gaged in  the  mei-cantile  bu.sint^j^s  at  Comstock, 
near  Kalamazoo,  but  remained  there  only  a  short 
time. 

We  next  find  Dr.  Hull  in  Kalamazoo,  where  he 
entered  the  office  of  Prof.  J.  Adams  Allen.  This 
gentleman  was  then  Professor  in  the  Indiana  Med- 
ical College  at  I^Port^,  subsequently  Professor  in 
the  Medical  Department  of  the  Michigan  Univer- 
sity, and  at  the  time  of  his  death  Pi-esident  of  Hush 
Medical  College,  in  C-hicago.  Having  l>ecome  ac- 
quainted with  Prof.  Allen  while  residing  in  Kala- 
mazoo, our  subject  chose  him  as  his  preceptor  and 
attended  a  course  of  lectures  at  I^ Porte.  When 
Prof.  Allen  was  elected  to  a  Chair  in  the  Michigan 
linivei-sity  our  subject  attended  two  couises  of 
lectures  there,  graduating  April  21,  1852.  He  then 
returned  to  his  old  home  in  Leoniand  commenced 
the  practice  of  his  profession. 

After  residing  in  Leoni  three  years  Dr.  Hull  was 
married  to  Kmily  Hewitt,  an  estimable  and  intelli- 
gent lady,  the  daughter  of  .lephtha  and  Mary 
Hewitt,  of  fyConi.  After  their  marriage  Ihe  young 
couple  went  immediately  to  Lansing,  wliere  they 
still  reside.  The  DcK'tor  soon  became  recognized 
as  a  thorough  physician  and  his  practice  grew  ra])- 
idly,  spreading  over  an  area  of  country  twenty 
miles  in  diameter.  He  is  now  in  aetiA^e  ])ractice. 
having  all  he  wishes  to  do.  Of  the  six  children 
born  to  himself  and  wife  three  now  siu'vive.  viz: 
,Iesi<e  Butler,  who  was  graduated  with  houi^i-s  in 
medicine  and  surgery  u\  the  medical  de]>artinent  of 
Michigan  University  in  1H8();  Laura  I*.,  who  is 
studying  music  at  the  American  Conservatory  of 
Music  in  Chicago;  Harriett,  who  is  now  f<»nrtien 
years  old  and  in  the  .hinior  (lass  of  the  Lansing 
High  School. 

In  1851  the  l)oet<H-  \va>  at  tin*  convention  held 
in  .Jackson  when  the  Republican  party  s]>rung  into 
existence  inider  the  oaks  of  the  beautiful  citv.  He 
continued  to  vote  with  that  party  until  1871  when 
he  became  dissatislled  with  the  course  taken  by  the 
r4<)vernment  in  dealing  with  the  whisky  rev<Mine 
thieves.  Since  then  he  has  been  a  Democrat  and 
has  represented  this  partv  a>  a  delegate  to  <'itv. 
count V  and  State  conventions.  Becau>e  he  re- 
fused,  to  vote  the  Republican   ticket  he  wjus,    in 


1876,  removed  from  the  Examining  Board  of  Pen- 
sions and  a  Republican  put  in  his  place.  He  had 
held  the  olHce  of  Kxamining  Surgeon  for  Pensions 
since  1862,  having  receiA'ed  his  commission  from 
Abraham  Lincoln. 

Dr.  Hull  has  filled  the  office  of  Alderman  four 
years,  also  that  of  Su|)erin  ten  dent  of  the  Poor  for 
Ingham  County,  and  Director  of  the  Poor  for  the 
city  of  Lansing,  County  Physician,  and  Physician 
of  the  State  Reform  School.  He  is  now  a  meml)er 
of  the  State  Medical  Society  and  Secretary  of  the 
l^ansing  City  Medical  Society.  In  1864  he  re- 
ceived the  a])pointmeut  of  acting  Assistant  Sur- 
geon of  the  I'nited  States  Army  and  reported  at 
the  Clay  (ieneral  Hospital  in  I^uisville,  Ky.  S<x>n 
after  he  was  directi*d  to  report  for  duty  ti>  the 
First  liattjilion.  Ohio  Sharpshooters,  Capt.  Harl)er 
commanding.  This  liattalion  was  doing  duty  at 
the  head<|uartcrs  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
(Jen.  (Jeorge  II.  Thomas  commanding.  Our  subject 
retained  his  pcw^ition  until  the  close  of  the  war 
when  he  returned  to  his  Ixmieand  resumed  hispri^- 
fession.  Karly  in  the  war  he  was  appointed  by 
(iov.  Blair  Examining  Surgeon  for  the  draft  in 
Ingham  County,  which  service  he  |)erformed  and 
examined  nearly  three  thousand  persons. 

In  1870  the  Doctor  was  elected  Secretary  of  the 
State  Insurance  Company,  which  was  nearly  in  its 
death  thrcjes,  but  with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  L  H. 
Barthohmiew,  its  President,  he  reorganized  the 
company  and  j)laced  it  on  a  solid  foundati<m. 
After  beiiiir  with  the  companv  nearly  two  years  he 
resumed  the  practice  of  his  jirofession.  The  (H>m- 
pany  afterward  concluded  to  cease  doing  business, 
and  re-insured  its  |)olicies,  paid  all  indebtedness 
and  died  an  hon(»rable  death.  Soon  after  c<miing 
to  Lansing  tlie  Doctor  joined  the  ^fasonic  frater- 
nity and  i>  now  a  member  of  Ix>dge  No.  i)^,  also 
of  Chapter  N(>.  i>.  Royal  Arch  Masons.  Fi*om  his 
boyhood  Dr.  Hull  has  been  a  firm  tempei'ance  man, 
usin<»  no  tobacco  or  alcohol  in  any  form,  except  as 
a  medicine,  and  has  constantly  used  his  influence 
to  suppress  their  use  wherever  and  whenever  ho 
coubl  consistenth .  Although  when  vouna  his 
health  was  (U'licate.  by  adopting  regular  and  tem- 
perate habits  lii.s  health  Inis  imi)roved  and  is  n<»w 
good,  excepting  that  he  is  afflicted  with  rheumatism 
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which  prevents  much  physical  labor.  He  and  his 
wife  joined  the  Presbyterian  Church  soon  after 
coming  to  this  city,  and  now  they  with  all  their 
children,  bc»long  to  that  organization.  Mrs.  Hull 
has  engaged  witli  the  churcli  in  many  l)enevolent 
undertakings  and  the  poor  have  always  found  re- 
lief through  her  exertions. 


\ 


P  OSEPH  RH>EH.  There  is  pro!)ably  no  man 
more  prominent  for  intelligence  and  charac- 
ter within  the  confines  of  Genoa  Township, 
l^ivingston  County,  tlian  lie  of  whom  we 
write.  His  success  mav  well  be  attributed  to  his 
intelligence,  his  good  management  and  hard  work, 
and  he  has  the  universal  esteem  of  the  community. 
He  was  bom  in  DeKalb  Township,  St.  I^wrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  25,  1817.  His  father,  Joseph 
Rider  Sr.,  who  was  born  in  Rockland  County, 
y.  Y.,  was  of  Holland  descent.  This  parent  was 
bereaved  of  his  father  and  mother  when  quite 
young  and  was  l)ound  out  to  learn  the  shoemaker's 
trade  in  New  York  Citv  and  thei-efore  received 
but  little  education.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812  having  gone  as  a  volunteer  from  DeKalb 
to  Ogdensburg,  and  later  he  engaged  in  farming. 
He  received  a  payment  of  ^150  as  a  |)ension  from 
the  Government. 

The  father  of  our  subject  came  to  this  State  in 
1833  and  settled  in  Milford  Township,  Oakland 
County,  upon  fifty  acres  of  land.  In  1 835  he  came  to 
this  county  and  resided  with  liisson  until  his  death 
which  occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  His  wife 
l)ore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Peck,  and  she  was 
reared  in  New  York.  Her  children  were  Martha,  Je- 
inina,  and  our  sul)ject,  besides  one  wlio  died  when 
quite  young.  The  mother  passed  from  earth  about 
the  year  1830,  being  still  in  middle  life,  and  her 
death  was  caused  by  a  cancer. 

The  education  of  our  subject  was  taken  in  the 
district  schools  after  he  was  ten  years  old,  and  he 
c?ame  West  in  18?3  by  vvav  of  water  to  Detroit, 
and  then  by  team  to  Oakland  County.    After  two 


years'  residence  there  he  came  to  this  locality  and 
took  up  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  Govern- 
ment land.  He  exchanged  one  horse  for  a  yoke 
of  oxen  and  worked  for  his  neighbors  to  gain  the 
money  to  obtain  another  yoke.  There  were  then 
only  three  houses  in  the  township,  but  he  soon 
added  another  to  the  settlement.  The  Indian  trail 
passed  his  house  and  the  savages  were  frequent 
callers.  He  could  talk  their  language  and  they 
tmded  him  venison  for  commodities  which  he 
could  furnish.  Wild  game  was  abundant  and  he  oc- 
casionally !)rought  down  a  fine  animal,  but  never 
devoted  himself  to  hunting.  It  took  five  days  to 
go  to  Detroit  and  back  with  ox-teams  as  was  nec- 
essary to  obtain  supplies. 

Mr.  Rider  carries  on  mixed  fanning  and  raises 
large  numl)ei's  of  stock  and  at  one  time  made  a 
specialty  of  Short-honi  cattle.  In  October,  1858, 
he  was  awarded  the  diploma  for  the  best  cultivated 
farm  in  the  county.  This  was  given  him  at  the 
Livingston  County  Agricultural  Fair.  He  now 
has  two  hundred  and  eleven  acres  of  land  having 
giA^en  to  his  son  some  sixty  acres.  His  marriage 
March  19,  1840,  united  him  with  Isal>ella  M.  Fish- 
Ijack,  who  was  born  in  Depuyster,  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  3,  1821. 

Mrs.  Rider's  parents,  Jacob  and  Elsie  (Stearns) 
Fishback  were  from  New  York  State,  who  came 
here  in  1836  and  lived  in  (ienoa  Township  for  one 
year  and  afterward  removed  to  Marion  Township, 
where  they  carried  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  The  father  died  when  sixty-four 
years  old  from  consumption  and  the  mother,  who 
retained  her  faculties  most  wonderfully,  j)assed 
away  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  Her  eight  sons 
and  six  daughters  all  grew  to  years  of  maturity 
and  one  of  thesi*  dauufhtei's  is  now  ninety-four  years 
old  and  is  living  in  the  State  of  New  York.  The 
mother  was  a  Pre^*«byterian  in  her  religious  belief. 

Ten  children  came  to  bless  the  home  of  our  sub- 
ject, and  seven  of  them  reached  the  age  of  maturity, 
(ieorge  W.  died  at  the  age  of  sixtcK'n.  Andrew  J., 
owns  a  commercial  college  in  Trenton,  N.  .1.;  he  also 
runs  two  larije  cranl>erry  bojrs  yielding  about  three 
tliousand  bushels  a  year;  Albert  J.,  is  a  farmer  in 
HandyTownship;  Elsie,  Mrs.  Milt4)n  Pettybone,  is 
the  wife  of  a  clothing  merchant  in  Flint;  Isabel  has 
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married  a  music  teacher  and  dealer  in  musical  in- 
strumenti*  at  Stanton;  Henry  l).,i8  a  farmer  in  this 
township;  William  is  at  home  and  Nettie  is  the  wife 
of  Dr.  K.  I).  Millis  of  \Vebl>erville. 
,  The  church  connection  of  this  family  is  with  the 
Free  Will  Baptists  and  Mr.  Rider  is  a  Democrat  in 
his  political  views.  He  was  only  twenty-one  years 
old  when  he  was  elected  Assessor  and  he  shortly 
became  Township  Clerk,  and  afterward  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a  erreat  many  yeai*s.  He 
has  held  office  nearly  all  the  time  since  he  reached 
his  majority.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  ( ienoa 
(irange  and  has  held  office  as  ()vei*seer  and  C'hap- 
lain.  He  erected  his  neat  frame  residence  in  185:^ 
and  his  two  large  barns  wei*e  built  in  1850  and  in 
1887.  He  has  taken  great  interest  in  the  culture 
of  trees  and  has  many  of  them  u|H)n  his  phice. 


^^1  S.  GRJSWOLD  is  a  farmer  on  section  7, 
Hartland  Township,  Livingston  County,  this 
iState.  He  was  l>orn  in  Chemung  County, 
N.  v.,  near  the  city  of  Klmira,  his  natal  day 
being  Decemlwr  21,  182^^  His  parents  wore  also 
natives  of  the  Empire  State,  his  father  being  Henry 
Griswold,  who  was  lH>rn  in  New  York  niid  there 
reared  on  a  farm.  He  came  to  Micliit»aii  in  an  early 
day,  and  ill  \h:M)  si'ttUd  in  Hartland  Townshij). 
Livingst4)n  County,  upon  the  M'ction  whore  he  >till 
lives.  He  at  once  built  a  frame  house  which  con- 
sisted of  a  single  room  having  the  modest  <linien- 
sions  of  Mix  1 8  feet.  lie  with  his  family  at  once 
bent  their  energies  toward  clearing  up  the  place 
and  making  it  a  procbictive  and  tit  pla<'e  for  habi- 
tation. 

At  the  time  that  <nn-  subject  came  with  his  par- 
ents t()  this  StJitc  one  saw  more  Indiansthan  white 
men,  and  wild  animals  >kulked  and  glided  through 
the  shadowing  boughs  of  the  trees  (►f  the  forest. 
Henry  Griswold,  our  subject's  father,  died  on  his 
home  place  September  17.  1877.  During  his  life- 
time he  was  an  adherent  of  the  principles  of  the 
Whig  party,  lie  occupicil  a  number  of  positions 
iu  local  office,  having  been  Justice   of    the    Peace 


several  yenrs,  and  also  held  several  school  offices. 
He  was  a  meml)er  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  for  fifty  years,  and  was  always  a  gen- 
erous worker  in  the  cause  of  the  Go6i>el.  He  held 
various  offices  in  the  church  and  was  intimately 
conntK'ted  with  the  growth  of  that  denomination 
in  this  vicinity.  He  was  well  known  throughout 
the  country  as  a  hard-working  man,  with  an  innate 
appreciati<m  of  the  spirit  of  truth.  Our  subject's 
paternal  gramifather,  Klisha  Griswold,  supposed  to 
have  been  l>orn  in  Connecticut,  died  while  yet  a 
young  man.  Our  subject's  mother,  who  was  l)ef ore 
her  marriage  Miss  Elizabeth  Snell,  was  born  in  New 
York  Stiite,  in  Chemung  County.  She  died  in  1878. 

Henry  (iriswold  and  his  wife  were  the  parentis  <»f 
eiii:ht  chihben,  and  of  these  our  subject  is  the  eld- 
est. He  wa.s  reared  in  his  native  place  until  tweh'C 
yeais  of  age.  His  first  school  days  were  passed  in 
learning  the  three  ICs  in  a  frame  schoolhouse  not 
a  great  distance  from  his  home.  After  coming  to 
Michigan  with  his  parents  at  the  age  of  twelve,  he 
continued  school  in  Hartland  Township, remaining 
at  home  under  hi>  father's  roof  until  he  was  of  age 
after  which  he  clerked  in  a  geneml  store  at  J*ar- 
shallville,  Hartland  Township,  remaining  thert^  in 
all  for  a  period  of  about  six  years. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  married  (.K*t^>l>er 
2H,  \H'){),  his  bride  being  Ksther  Mason,  who  was 
Immii  in  Rochester,  N.  V.,  OctolnM*  25,  182/).  After 
settling  in  life  our  subject  located  in  the  villageof 
I*arshallville,  where  he  was  engaged  in  a  general 
store  until  IH<)(),  then  t(H)k  a  partnership  and  con- 
tinued with  the  (irm  until  1H88,  when  they  sold 
out  the  stock,  but  our  subject  .still  owns  the  build- 
ing. For  twenty-five  years  he  had  the  position  of 
Postmaster  in  the  village  of  Pai*shallville,  was  Su- 
pervisor for  two  yeai's  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
eight  year>.  lie  has  served  in  all  the  offices  of  the 
School  lioard  times  witliout  end. 

Our  subject  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  pref- 
erence. After  selling  out  his  interests  in  the  vil- 
lage he  removed  to  the  farm  where  he  at  present 
resides,  llis  honie  is  l»uilt  on  the  site  of  the  old 
hoine>tead  ol  his  father.  His  present  residence  wa** 
erected  at   a  cost    of"    >^."K50U,  and    contains    everv 

• 

comfort  anil  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  It  is  a 
ten-room    dwelling,  that  is  funiished   with    large 
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closet^  and  heaWi<l  with  a  funiaee.  It  is  finished 
throughout  most  beautifully  with  natural  wood, 
and  is  furnished  comfortably,  not  too  good  for  use 
or  perfect  enjoyment.  One  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  spread  away  about  the  place  and  are  dotted 
with  shade  trees  of  the  choicest  varieties.  It  also 
has  a  fine  orchard.  Our  subject  also  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  on  section  5,  and  all  of  his 
realty  possessions  are  under  cultivation.  He  is 
engaged  quite  largely  in  the  breeding  of  stock, 
having  from  twenty'  five  to  fifty  head  of  cattle  to 
dispose  of  each  year.  There  is  a  tenement  house 
upon  his  place  that  is  occupied  by  an  able  assistant 
in  his  agricultural  work.  Our  subject  and  his  wife 
are  the  pai-ents  of  one  daughter,  whose  name  is 
Ella.  She  is  the  wife  of  C.  A.  Parshall,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  milling  business  in  the  village  of 
Hartland.  Our  subject  has  two  good  barns  upon 
his  place,  each  8<)x5(>  feet  in  dimensions  and  hav- 
ing Imscments  with  solid  stone  foundations.  Thef^c 
he  built  t^i  a  cost  of  $1,500.  Mr.  Griswold  is  one 
of  the  substantial  and  solid  men  of  Hartland 
Township.  He  is  public-spirited  and  progressive 
and  has  ever  been  ready  to  give  a  helping  hand 
and  encouraging  word  to  any  good  cause  that 
promises  to  be  for  the  l>enefit  of  the  people. 
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HARLEvS  TURRELL.  We  are  pleased  to  pre- 
sent the  name  of  a  highly  respected  farmer 
who  resides  on  section  3,  Leroy  Township, 
Ingham  County,  and  who  was  bom  in  Wayne 
County,  Mich.,  July  11,1 840.  His  parents,  lx)th  Now 
Yorkers,  were  Chauncy  (deceased)  and  Eleanor 
Turrell,  the  latter  being  the  grand-daughter  of  a 
Revolutionary  soldier.  With  his  parents  our  sub- 
ject came,  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  to  Ingham 
County,  Mich.,  traveling  in  wagons  with  oxen  as 
the  motive  power.  They  became  among  the  firr^t 
pioneers  of  Leroy  Township,  making  their  home 
two  miles  south  of  Wehl)erville  and  later  moving 
on  to  the  farm  now  owned  bv  their  ^!lon. 

« 

The  surviving  children  of  this  family  are  Ann 
F2.,  wife  of  Henry  Wilber,  Charles,  Lucy  J.,  wife  of 


Isaac  Dove,  and  .lefferson.  The  father  who  was  a 
Democrat  in  his  ix>litical  convictions,  died  during 
the  days  of  the  Civil  War. 

Having  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools  of  Ingham  C-ounty,  Charles  Turrell  took 
up  his  life  work  as  a  farmer,  but  on  the  day  he 
reached  his  majority  he  enlisted  in  the  army  of  his 
country,  joining  Company  E,  Eighth  Michigan  In- 
fantry, and  being  assigned  to  Burnsides'  army.  He 
fought  in  the  battle  of  James  Island  where  his 
brother,  Frederick,  was  killed,  and  took  part  in  the 
conflicts  of  Bull  Run,  Chantilly,  South  Mountain, 
Antietam  and  Fredericksburg.  His  regiment  re- 
inforced Grant's  army  at  Vicksburg  and  took  part 
in  the  battle  of  »lackson  and  also  was  active  at 
Knoxville,  Tenn.,  the  Wildeniess,  Spottsylvania, 
the  siege  of  Petersburg,  taking  part  in  the  last 
charge  of  the  relwl  works  at  Petersburg.  They 
took  part  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Washington  and 
were  honorably  discharged  July  30,  1865. 

Henry  Turrell,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  was 
killed  in  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  and  the  father 
died  at  Annapolis,  Md.,  a  victim  of  typhoid  fever. 
This  patriotic  family  sacrificed  not  only  the  father 
but  two  brothers  in  the  service  of  their  country, 
and  their  mourning  is  mingled  with  joy  that  they 
were  able  to  do  so  much  for  the  cause  of  the  Union. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  May  10, 
1868,  and  his  bride,  Emeline  Starts,  is  a  daughter 
of  Hiram  and  Rebecca  Starks,  l)oth  of  whom  have 
passed  to  the  other  world.  Only  one  child,  a  son, 
Hiram,  came  to  blees  this  home  and  he  has  been 
called  from  life.  The  bereaved  parents  have 
adopted  two  sons,  Elsworth  and  Willie,  and  to  them 
they  have  given  true  parental  care  and  training. 
The  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  is  in 
an  excellent  state  of  cultivation  and  besides  attend- 
ing to  his  own  agricultural  pursuits  our  subject 
has  found  time  to  serve  his  township  as  Highway 
(cmimissioner,  to  which  he  was  elected  upim  the 
Republican  ticket. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  prominently  identified 
with  the  F.  Turrell  Post  No.  93,  G.  A.  H.,  at  Web- 
berville,  which  was  named  in  honor  of  his  brother, 
Frederick,  who  fell  at  James  Island  while  charging 
the  rel)el  force.  Charles  Turrell  receives  a  pension 
from  the  Government  of  J^6  a  month  and  his  life 
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liistory  is  replete  with  incidents  of  bravery  as  a 
soldier  and  worth  as  a  citizen.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Ingham  County  Pioneer  Association  and  com- 
mands  the  respect  of  all  who  know  him,  l>oth  for 
his  own  sake  and  for  that  of  his  family  whose  lives 
will  ever  \ye  cherished  as  a  part  of  the  history  of 
the  count  v. 


^^>-^MJ^^ 
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EYMOIR  K  HOWE,  a  fanner  on  section  5, 
Howell  Township,  Livingston  County,  is 
the  owner  of  a  beautiful  home  and  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land.  He  came 
to  this  place  in  1856  and  has  since  made  this  his 
residence.  The  first  house  in  which  he  lived  was 
built  partially  of  logs,  the  other  i)art  l)cing  a  frame 
dwelling.  Prior  to  Mr.  Howe's  purchase  of  the 
place  this  building  was  used  as  an  hotel,  and  doubt- 
less many  are  the  travelei-s  who  in  pioneer  days 
found  it  a  very  refuge  of  rest  and  comfort.  Our 
subject  continued  to  use  it  as  a  residence  for  some 
eighteen  yeai*s  and  then  built  his  commodious  and 
attractive  farmhouse  where  his  family  enjoys  all 
the  comforts  of  life. 

Mr.  Howe  was  born  in  Klba  Township,  (ien- 
esee  County,  X.  V., September  ID,  1H17.  His  father 
wa.s  Selh  and 'his  mother  Aclisah  (Washburn) 
Howe,  natives  of  Conneclicul.  Thcv  were  the 
parent**  of  ten  children  and  of  these  our  suh- 
ject  was  the  ninth  in  order  of  birth.  The 
mother  died  in  IHli),  while  the  son  of  whom  wc 
write  was  still  young.  His  father  was  a  local 
l>rea(  her  of  the  Methodist  persuasion  and  for  forty 
years  his  home  served  as  a  place  of  woi*ship  for  the 
people  in  the  locality  in  which  he  lived.  In  the 
earlv  history  of  (ienesee  County,  N.  Y..  where  the 
progress  was  not  so  rapid  as  in  ])ioneer  days  in 
Micliij^an,  the  latter  havinir  been  benefited  bv  the 
progress  in  the  East,  preacher  Seth  Howe  called  the 
people  t^)gether  for  spiritual  instruction  whicli  he 
gave  according  to  his  understanding.  Two  years 
after  the  decease  of  his  first  wife  lie  contracted  a 
second  marriage,  his  bride  l»eing  Mrs.  Dunning. 
By  this  union  there  was  one  child.  Our  subject's 
father  died  when  seventy-five  years  of  age. 


The  original  of  our  sketch,  when  a  child  six  years 
of  age  went  to  live  with  an  older  brother  and  re- 
mained with  him  assisting  in  the  farming  and  en- 
gaged in  imniting  until  lie  was  sixteen  years  of 
age.  I^ter  he  visited  Washtenaw  County,  this 
Stite,  where  a  brother  and  sister  were  living. 
While  there  he  worked  at  carnage  building,  and 
later  took  up  clock-making,  carrying  on  this  last- 
named  business  in  partnership  with  a  brother. 
After  remaining  several  years  in  Michigan  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  New  York.  He  pledged 
himself  to  remain  with  his  father  as  long  as  that 
parent  lived,  and  fulfilled  his  pledge. 

Mr.  Howe  entered  the  matrimonial  relationship 
Maich  26.  IH4G,  his  bride  being  Miss  Phel)e  A. 
Boutell,  who  was  honi  August  21,  1822.  She  was 
a  daughter  of  Ira  and  Elizabeth  (Brown)  Boutoll, 
natives  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  Newport,  R.  1.. 
respectively.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  by  calling, 
and  for  some  time  liA^ed  in  Batavia,  N.  Y.,  coming 
thence  about  IHOH.  He  was  at  that  time  a  large 
farmer.  Mrs.  Howe  is  the  onlv  child;  her  mother 
passed  away  from  this  life  in  1828,  and  seven 
years  after  the  father  married  a  second  time,  his 
wife  iKMUg  Harriet  .lane  Ketchem.  By  this  union 
there  were  three  children, onlv  one  of  whom  is  now 
living,  whose  imme  is  Ira  Boutell.  When  but  six- 
teen years  of  age  he  went  into  the  hardware  busi- 
ness at  Batavia.  X.  Y.,and  later  received  a  Captain's 
commission  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion.  A  brave 
and  heroic  soldier,  he  received  pnmiotion  to  the 
rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Nowa  resident  at  St. 
Louis.  Mo.,  he  is  engaged  in  the  wholesale  and  n»- 
tail  grocery  business  and  has  l>een  greatly  pri>s- 
pered,  being  considered  one  of  the  A'ery  wealthy 
men  of  that  city. 

Mi*s.  Howe  was  educated  at  Middlebury  Acad- 
emy. N.  Y.,and  in  her  younger  days  was  a  teacher. 
At  the  time  of  solemnizing  their  marriage  Solomon 
Judd  officiated.  They  commenced  housekeeping 
at  Pembrook,  (ienesee  Ccmnty,  N.  Y.,  on  a  farm  of 
fifty  acres,  part  of  which  was  owned  by  Mr.  Howe's 
father.  They  remained  with  him  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  the  I3th  of  June,  1852.  After  that 
Mr.  Howe,  with  his  brother,  El)enezer,  built  and  ran 
a  steam  sawmill  for  two  vcai*s;  in  the  meantime  he 
bought  his  brother's  interest  in  the  mill.     This  he 
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finally  traded  for  an  hotel  at  Bushville,  (renesee 
County,  N.  Y.,whieh  he  ran  as  a  tempemnee  house. 
Tliey  also  owned  a  grocery  at  the  same  place,  but 
at  the  expimtion  of  the  first  year  they  traded  their 
property  there  for  a  farm  at  Cary ville,  N.  Y.,  where 
they  remained  for  one  year,  when  they  sold  and 
came  to  Howell  Township,  this  State,  in  1856,  set- 
ting out  from  New  York,  October  14,  of  that  year. 
They  brought  five  small  children  with  them,  hav- 
ing been  the  parents  of  nine  children,  six  of 
whom  are  now  living. 

The  first  few  years  that  our  »ubjec»t  and  his  fam- 
ily spent  in  this  State  were  years  of  hardship  and 
denial.  Mr.  Howe  was  obliged  to  work  out  for 
other  people,  as  his  new  farm  would  not  support 
himself  and  familv.  Sorrow  also  came  to  them 
for  their  family  was  afflicted  with  sickness  and  two 
of  his  children  were  taken  away.  The  names  of 
the  children  whose  presence  has  come  as  a  blessing 
to  their  parents  are  Alice  C,  Kugene  E.,  Martha 
A.,  Ellen  F.,  Willie  C,  (leorge  F.,  Ida  L.  and  Ada 
E.  Willie  C.  died  in  New  York  in  1854,  while 
still  an  infant;  Ada  E.,  who  was  born  March  19, 
1863,  died  September  22,  1863;  Mary  J.  died  Oc- 
tol)er,  4, 1863,  when  twelve  yeai*s  old;  Alice  C.  was 
educated  at  Ypsilanti  Normal  School  and  there 
received  her  certificate  as  a  teacher  in  1869.  She 
has  made  teaching  her  life-work  and  is  greatly  be- 
loved at  Wyandotte,  Wayne  Countj',  this  State,  by 
many  who  received  her  instruction  during  fifteen 
years  of  educational  work  in  that  place;  she  has 
also  taught  in  other  places  and  is  considered  one 
of  the  best  teachers  in  this  ])art  of  the  country. 
For  the  past  few  years  she  has  been  engaged  in 
school  work  in  the  district  in  which  her  father 
lived,  unselfishl}'  giving  up  any  ambition  that  she 
might  have  for  a  broader  sphere  in  order  to  be  able 
to  be  with  her  parents  in  their  declining  years. 
Eugene  E.  married  Adelphia  Hill;  he  is  the  fathei 
of  three  daughters — Mary  J.,  Ada  E.  and  Alice  A. 
lie  is  a  farmer  in  comfortable  circumstiuices  and 
lives  very  near  his  father's  place;  Martha  A.  is  the 
wife  of  A.  S.  Pei"son;  she  is  mother  of  four  children 
— Myrta  M.,  Seymour  If.,  Cornelius  (i.  and  Annie 
H.  They  live  in  the  village  of  Howell.  Willie  C. 
married  Ruby  Hill;  he  is  the  father  of  two  children, 
daughters — Nomh  B.  and  Bertha  M.,and  lives  just 


north  of  his  farm.  George  F.  married  Norab  Hart; 
they  have  one  child,  whose  name  is  Stanley;  they 
reside  in  the  village  of  Howell.  Ida  L.  married 
Dr.  Abrams,  of  Dollar  Bay,  this,  State.  All  the 
meml)ers  of  the  Howe  family  have  fine  farms  and 
good  homes. 

Mr.  Howe  has  given  his  children  every  educa- 
tional advantage  possible.  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  the  father 
having  l)een  so  connected  from  youth.  He  has  held 
various  positions  in  the  church  and  has  been  a 
generous  sup|X)rter  of  that  body.  Politically,  he  is  a 
Prohibitionist  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  prom- 
inent men  of  the  count  v. 


(855^" 


TI~T>>- 


I;  RA  V.  REEVES.  Putnam  Township,  Living- 
1  ston  County,  contains  a  class  of  intelligent 
_\  and  well  educated  farmers  who  have  seen  much 
of  the  world  and  whose  choice  of  a  ifome  in  this 
locality  is  founded,  not  upon  a  narrowing  igno- 
rance of  what  else  the  world  can  offer,  but  upon  a 
full  comprehension  of  the  advantages  of  this  re- 
gion over  many  others.  Among  these  men  of 
broad  mind  and  experience  in  life  we  may  name 
the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write. 

Howell  Reeves,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Ovid,  N.  Y.,  Octol)er  11,  1777,  and 
married  Elizabeth  Wood,  who  wiis  born  October 
11,  1783  and  died  July  11,1816.  After  her  death 
he  was  again  married.  By  the  first  marriage,  from 
which  our  subject  is  descended,  there  were  eight 
children,  viz:  Mehitable,  Mary,  Charles  W.,  Sarah 
(ieorge,  Kitsic,  *James  and  John  D.,  the  last  named 
being  the  only  survivor.  Howell  Reeves  died  No- 
vember 7,  1853.  having  had  three  children  by  his 
second  marriage — (Jabriel  P.,  Elizal>eth  and  How- 
ell— all  of  whom  are  still  living. 

(Jeorge  Reeves,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  February  11,  18()9,  near  West  Town,  Orange 
County,  N.  Y.  He  married  Lavinia,  daughter  of 
James  Lane,  and  she  was  lM)rn  »Iulv  6,  1807  in 
Orange  County.  The    solemnization  of  this  union 
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took  place  April  22,  1829,  and  they  resided  in 
Orange  County  until  the  death  of  the  wife  which 
occurred  alx>ut  1831.  She  left  one  child,  our  sub- 
ject. The  father  again  married,  February'  6,  1832, 
choosing  as  his  wife  Martha  Kliza,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Sarah  (Roe)  Allison,  nativ^esof  New  York, 
who  was  lK)m  August  31,1813,  and  l)ec«me  the 
mother  of  ten  children. 

The  family  made  their  home  in  Orange  County, 
N.  Y.,  until  they  came  to  Michigan  in  the 
spring  of  1836,  establishing  themselves  in  Lima. 
AVashtenaw  County,  where  the  father  kept  an  hotel 
for  a  short  time  and  opemted  a  farm  until  the  fall 
of  1837,  when  he  removed  to  Pinckney,  moving 
his  family  into  the  second  frame  building  which 
was  ever  erected  in  that  village,  being  a  store  and 
hotel  combined.  These  two  conveniences  to  the 
public  were  opemted  by  him  and  were  the  first  in 
the^  village.  In  those  days  the  well-known  writer, 
Caroline  Matilda  Kirkland  and  her  husband,  Will- 
iam Kirkland,  resided  in  this  village  and  they  are 
well  rememl)ered  by  our  subject. 

During  the  two  years' residence  of  the  family  in 
Pinckney  the  father  built  a  brick  addition  to  the 
hotel,  which  is  still  standing.  In  1831)  he  bought 
the  mill  site  and  farm  upon  which  our  subject  now 
lives  and  on  it  built  a  flouring-niill  in  addition  to 
the  sawmill  which  wasalreadv  there.  In  the  former 
he  put  four  runs  of  stones  and  operated  both  mills. 
In  addition  to  this  he  erected  n  residence  into 
which  he  removed  in  I83i).  He  had  a  farm  of  six 
hundred  acres  and  during  his  lifetime  he  elenred 
off  about  one  hundred  and  fiftv  acres  of  it,  makin": 
his  home  here  until  1877,  with  the  exception  of 
the  time  which  he  spent  in  California  in  1849. 

(ieorge  Reeves  was  successful  in  his  business 
oj)erations  and  was  a  prominent  man,  taking  a 
lively  interest  in  politics  and  besides  being  one  of 
the  earliest  Su])erviM>rs  of  the  township,  served  for 
a  Um^  while  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  His  political 
alliliations  are  with  the  Democratic*  party  aiKl  he 
was  esteemed  a  lender  among  men  of  that  shade  of 
political  belief.  He  died  in  Apiii,  1877,  and  his 
wife  is  also  de<*cascd.  The  vcnr  after  the  death 
of  this  gentleman  the  mill  in  which  he  had  taken 
so  much  interest  in  was  burned  to  the  ground. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch    was    seven    yeai*s    of 


age  when  he  c^me  to  Michigan,  to  which  he  ciime 
by  the  way  of  the  Erie  Canal,  making  an  unusually 
slow  trip  as  he  was  laid    up  for  three  weeks  at  a 
bridge.     He  attended  school  at  Pinckney  but  made 
frequent  visits  Imck  to  New  York.     In  the   spring 
of  1849  he  joined  his  father  in  making  up  a  party 
to   take   an    overland   trip   to   California.     They 
started  from  Michigan  in  a  wagon,  going  to  Joliet, 
III.,  then  U)  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  they  8i)ent  a  week 
laying  in  supplies,  whence  they   traveled  to    Ix?x- 
ington.  Mo.,  where  they  bought  cattle.    From  that 
|K)int  the  real  journey  began,  crossing   the    Kaw 
River  at  Topeka,  then  moving  toward  the   Platte 
River,  east  of  Ft.  Kearney,  then  to  the  South  Pass 
of  the  Rockv  Mountains  and  on  to  Salt  Lake  Citv. 
From  this  city  the  i)art>'  moved  north  around 
(ireat  Salt  I^ke  to  the  valley  of  the   IIum}>oldt 
River   and  following  (rreen  Horn   "cut-off,''    the 
party  arrived  in   the  Sacramento  Valley  at   Deer 
Creek.     They  kept  on  until  they  reached   Feather 
River,  locating  on   L<mg's  Ikir,  where   they    staid 
most  of  the  winter  working  in  the  mines.     In  the 
spring  our  subject  went  to  Yuba  where  he  made  a 
business  of  keeping  a  restaurant  for  a  short  season. 
Thence  he  went  to  Butte  Creek  and  located  a  claim 
which  is  known  as  Reeve's  Bar  which  they  worked 
till  August,  18r)0,  when  they  determined  to  return 
home.  There  were  four  of  them  working  this  claim 
and  although  they  took  out  ^200  per  day  CA^ery  day 
thev  became  so  homesick  that  thev  could  no  longer 
remain  there  and  came    home.     The  journey    out 
across  the  plains  ocrupied  from  March  27  until  (k*- 
tober,  but  thev  returned  bv  the   wav    of   Panama. 
They  consideivd  the  trip  on  the  whole  to  have  In^en 
a    successful    one.     During    this    experience    the 
the  father  suffered  from  a  severe  attack  of  cholera 
but  his  life  was  spared. 

After  remaining  at  home  a  year  the  3'oung  man 
made  arrangements  with  his  father  to  take  and 
carry  on  the  mill  pro])erty  which  Imsine^s  he  con- 
tinued until  the  fire.  He  became  interested  in  bee 
culture  s(mie  f(»ur  yeai*s  ago  and  now  ships  honey 
to  Bay  City,  having  some  forty  hives  of  l)ees.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  belonsfinjr  to 
the  Blue  Lodge.  Chapter  and  Knightii  Templar  and 
has  been  Senior  Deacon.  He  has  always  taken  an 
active  part  in  politics  and  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 
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He  is  at  present  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  ofllce 
he  has  held  for  seventeen  years.  He  has  also  served 
as  School  Inspector.  His  father  was  Postmaster  of 
Pincknev  in  1839  and  held  the  commission  of  Aid 
to  (ien.  Brown,  of  the  Michigan  militia. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  has  never 
taken  to  himself  a  wife  but  makes  his  home  on  the 
old  homestead  with  his  sister's  family.  His  many 
friends  would  be  pleased  to  see  him  surrounded 
by  a  family  of  his  own  and  regret  that  so  noble 
a  man  should  not  have  chosen  to  have  made  some 
one  woman  happy  by  his  companionship. 


®L 


iST 


ast 


-S. 


I^H^ 


3 


® 


firlLLIAM  S.  CALKINS.  It  is  ever  agrate- 
\/^/  f  ul  task  to  lay  a  wreath  of  memorial  green 
J^v^  upon  the  grave  of  one  who  has  fought 
nobly  the  Imttle^  of  life  and  b\'  his  strong  right 
arm  has  upheld  the  banners  of  religion  and  moi*al- 
ity,  making  the  world  better  for  his  having  lived 
in  it.  Such  a  tribute  we  gladly  offer  to  the  mem- 
ory of  the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this 
brief  biographical  notice,  and  whose  portrait  is  pre- 
sented in  connection  with  this  sketch. 

One  of  the  early  settlers  of  Lansing,  Mr.  Calkins 
came  to  this  city  in  1^47,  at  which  time  the  capital 
was  located  here,  and  at  once  engsiged  in  business 
with  Mr.  Norris,  carrying  on  a  pottery.  However, 
for  many  years  prior  to  his  demise  he  was  engaged 
in  selling  lands  for  the  late  James  Turner,  and  was 
also  in  business  as  a  fire  insurance  agent,  making 
the  latter  his  special  line  of  work  during  the  last 
fifteen  or  twenty  years  of  his  life.  He  was  lx)m 
in  Pernington,  near  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  February  11, 
1814,  and  there  received  a  thorough  and  compre- 
hensive education.  In  1836,  he  and  his  father 
came  West,  and  settling  in  South  Lyon  Township, 
Oakland  County,  Mich.,  proceeded  to  clear  a  farm. 
Having  subdued  this  tract  of  land  with  their  axes, 
they  removed  thence,  in  1847,  to  what  was  at  that 
time  the  little  city  of  Lansing. 

After  a  residence  in  Lansing  of  al>out  forty-two 
years,  Mr.  Calkins  died  Noveml)er  8, 1889,  sincerely 
mourned  not  onlv  bv    his   familv,   but  bv  all  who 


had  known  his  faithful  life  and  unswerving  integ- 
rity. He  was  prominently  identified  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  whose  communion 
he  had  found  strength  and  comfort  since  he  was 
sixteen  years  old.  He  was  one  of  the  first  six  who 
organized  a  church  in  I^nsing  and  was  always  a 
stanch  and  active  member.  He  officiated  in  the 
C-entral  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  as  Trustee, 
Class-leader  and  Steward  until  on  account  of  his 
health  he  could  no  longer  fill  those  offices.  For 
five  yeai*s  before  his  death  he  was  nearly  helpless. 
Politically  he  was  a  Republican. 

On  August  30,  1875,  Mr.  Calkins  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mrs.  Martha  Stedman,  who  still  sur- 
vives him.  and  whose  portrait  is  also  presented  on 
an  accompanying  page.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Martha  Francies,  and  she  was  bom  in  Sugar  Grove, 
Warren  County,  Pa.,  October  20,  1834,  being  a 
daughter  of  Seth  A.  and  Carlara  (Fox)  Francies. 
When  she  was  quite  young  her  father  removed  to 
Ohio,  and  from  there  to  Bruce,  Macomb  County, 
this  State,  when  she  was  eleven  vears  old.  He 
was  a  shoemaker  and  found  in  the  West  a  better 
opening  for  his  trade,  in  her  early  womanhood 
she  married  Charles  H.  C.  Mosher,  of  Rav,  who  died 
in  the  army;  she  was  afterward  united  in  marriage 
with  Mr.  Kingsley  Stedman,  who  died  in  Lapeer 
in  1869.  Since  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Calkins,  she 
has  lived  in  the  house  where  she  now  resides.  She  has 
an  adopted  son,  Mr.  A.  A.  Mosher,  of  this  city,  who 
is  with  the  lousing  Lumlwr  Company.  Since  she 
was  a  girl  of  twenty,  Mrs.  Calkins  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Notwith- 
standing the  varied  experiences  through  which  she 
has  passed  and  the  afflictions  which  have  fallen  to 
her  lot,  she  is  still  vigorous  and  active,  bearing 
few  marks  of  the  veai-s  which  have  fallen  to  her. 
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(i\       )^  ALTER  A.  CLARK.     Perhaps  there  are  no 

\/\///    ^^^^  enterprising  and  cultured    residents 

^f^      of  Livingston    County,  than   those,  who, 

like  our  subject — one  of  the  fii-st-claj^s  farmers   in 

Marion  Township,  are  natives  of  this  very  county 
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and  descended  from  New  York  ])arentage.  The 
:igrieultural  interests  of  New  York  have  been  for 
so  hm^  a  time  highly*  develojxjd  and  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition  that  the  animus  of  the  fannei"s  in 
that  section  leads  to  a  higher  standard  in  regard 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  the  improvement 
and  the  l>eautifving  of  the  farm  home  than  is  to 
be  found  in  many  other  parts  of  our  country. 
Public  sentiment  thus  secui*ed  among  the  agricul- 
tuml  class  does  not  cease  within  its  limit**  but  de- 
scends to  their  children  even  when  thev  are  born 
in  the  "wild  and  woolv  West.*' 

The  residence  of  our  subject  on  section  9,  pre- 
sents a  pleasing  appearance  and  is  the  seat  of  n 
finely  cultivated  farm.  Mr.  Clark  was  lx)ni  on 
section  1 7,  Marion  Township,  in  1850,  and  liis  fn- 
ther,  Lyman  Clark,  a  farmer  and  carpenter,  was 
born  in  New  York  in  1808.  The  father  received 
as  good  an  education  as  the  common  si*hools  af- 
forded and  was  united  in  marriage  in  I82<)  with 
Lydia  Wallace,  a  daughter  of  (ieorge  and  Lydia 
(Lawrence)  Wallace.  These  parents  were  from 
Massachusetts  and  had  five  children,  the  daughter 
Lydia  being  lx)m  in  1806. 

Lyman  Clark  came  Michigan  in  1886  and  bought 
s<.>me  land  in  Washtenaw  Countv  and  afterward 
came  to  Marion  Township.  Livingston  County  and 
here  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  ^icres  which 
lie  afterward  sold  and  bought  eighty  acres  which 
pleased  him  l>ettei*  on  ^ection  1  7.  Somewhat  latci- 
he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  sec- 
tions i>  and  IG.  lie  here  made  his  home  until  his 
death  in  1871.  Ills  g(H)d  wife  with  whom  he  had 
lived  so  manv  veai>  in  closest  union  and  harmonv 
was  not  separated  long  from  him  but  followed  him 
to  the  grave  in  187;').  lie  was  a  Republican  in  his 
political  convictions  and  consistently  cast  his  vote 
for  the  success  of  that  party.  Both  he  and  the 
mother  of  our  subject  were  devotedly  attached  to 
the  Baptist  Church  with  which  they  were  in  com- 
munion. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  received  the 
advantages  of  a  common -school  education  and  re- 
maining at  home  with  his  parents  assisted  his  fa- 
ther through  his  youth  and  when  he  became  a  man 
undertook  the  management  of  the  farm.  Some 
three  years   previous  to    his    father's    decease    he 


brought  home  to  his  |>arents  a  daughter  in  the 
I)erson  of  Maggie  A.  Twilley,  daughter  of  .lames 
and  Rebecca  (Ix)und)  Twilley.  These  parents  were 
from  Lincolnshire,  England,  and  Maggie  who  was 
born  in  1 852  was  the  youngest  of  their  five  chil- 
dren. 

Our  subject  and  his  intelligent  and  callable  wife 
have  been  blest  with  five  children:  Ethel  R.,  Ger- 
trude L..  Lawrence  T.,  Briggs  L.  and  W^alter  Burr. 
and  in  their  training  and  education  Afr.  and  Mrs. 
Clark  take  a  deep  and  abiding  interest,  and  the 
young  people  promise  well  to  reward  the  aflPection 
and  eflforts  of  their  parents  in  their  behalf. 

The  Republican  platform  and  declarations  cm- 
lK)dy  pretty  thoroughly  the  ]K>litical  ideas  of  Mr. 
Clark,  who  has  ever  shown  an  intelligent  interest 
and  zeal  for  the  succe^  of  his  party  and  has  Ijeen 
active  in  township  politics.  For  two  terms  he  has 
filled  the  responsible  oflic*e  of  Township  Treasurer 
and  is  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  Agricultural  and 
Horticultural  Societies  of  the  countv. 


OBKRT  WALKER.  There  is  probably  no 
family  in  Oceola  Township  better  known 
foi-  integrity,  fair  dealing,  enterprise  and 
intelligence  than  the  one  i-eprescaited  by 
the  name  at  the  head  of  this  paragraph,  and  it  is 
one  of  those  which  have  heli)ed  to  make  Living- 
>ton  County  a  center  for  all  good  inttuences  an<i 
a  county  which  is  known  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth as  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and  en- 
terprising sections  of  Michigan. 

Our  subj(H^t  was  lK)rn  in  Ontario  County,  N.  V.. 
in  the  township  of  Manchester,  Octol>er  5.  1882. 
He  is  a  son  of  llensim  and  Matilda  (.Vrnel) 
Walker,  both  natives  of  Mar  viand,  of  whom  our 
readers  will  be  pleased  t«»  learn  more  in  the  life 
sketch  of  theii-  son  Thomas  A.  Walker,  upon 
another  |)a<»e  of  this  AKiir>r.  Rol>ert  is  the  sixth 
>on  nn<l  eighth  child  in  this  household,  and 
w:is  only  three  years  old  when  he  made  his 
entrance  into  the  »State  of  Michigan  with  his 
parents.     Here  he  took  his  first  schooling;  in  a  loir 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM; 


559 


schoolhouse  in  Oceola  Township,  and  never  went 
outside  the  bounds  of  this  township  for  his  edu- 
cational advantages,  yet  he  made  such  a  thorough 
application  of  what  he  here  learned  and  studied 
to  such  good  advantage  under  the  thorough  yet 
somewhat  restricted  drill  and  curriculum  of  the 
Oceola  schools  that  he  obtained  a  comprehensive 
and  common-sense  preparation  for  the  battle  of 
life.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  the  death 
of  his  father,  assisting  him  in  every  way  in  his 
power. 

We  must  here  introduce  into  this  sketch  the 
name  of  her  who  became  the  companion  of  Our 
subject,  Fidelia  Cole,  who  was  born  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  January  31,  1832.  Her  parents, 
Enos  and  Laura  (Mason)  Cole,  were  natives  of 
New  York,  and  she  was  the  first-born  of  their  four 
sons  and  three  daughters.  Mr.  Cole  was  a  boat 
builder  in  his  younger  days,  but  finally  abandoned 
that  occupation  and  followed  farming.  He  came 
to  Michigan  in  1836,  and  located  in  Green  Oak 
Township,  Livingston  County,  where  he  took  up 
land  from  the  Government  and  transformed  it 
into  an  improved  farm.  He  came  to  Oceola  Town- 
ship in  1850,  and  there  both  he  and  his  good  wife 
remained  until  they  passed  from  earth,  she  at  the 
age  of  forty-two  and  he  when  sixty-six  years  old. 
Their  daughter,  Fidelia,  was  united  in  marriage 
with  our  subject  in  1852.  Her  youngest  brother, 
Arthur  Cole,  was  the  youngest  Probate  Judge  ever 
elected  m  the  county.     He  took  his  seat  in  1885. 

For  awhile  after  their  marriage  the  young  couple 
remained  with  the  parents  of  tlie  bride  and  then 
purchased  the  farm  where  they  now  reside,  which 
is  the  old  Cole  homestead.  Three  sons  and  one 
daughter  have  blessed  this  union:  l^ura,  the  wife 
of  William  B.  Eager,  whose  biography  is  to  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  volume;  Lyman,  who  mar- 
ried Hattie  McMillan  and  resides  in  Oak  (irove 
Township,  Livingston  County;  Mason,  who  mar- 
ried Jessie  Rumsey  and  resides  in  Howell  Town- 
ship; and  Thomas,  who  married  Etta  Hardy  and 
resides  with  her  parents. 

Besides  the  home  farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  our 
subject  has  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  fine  land 
in  Howell  Township,  most  of  which  is  highly  cul- 
tivated.    Into   his   attractive  and  pleasant  home 


he  has  put  some  $1,500.  This  was  built  in  the 
place  of  the  one  that  was  burned  to  the  ground  in 
1871.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  every  movement 
which  tends  to  secure  the  best  interests  of  the. 
farming  community,  and  with  this  end  in  view  he 
is  a  hearty  worker  in  the  Grange.  In  the  Baptist 
Church  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  are  most  highly 
esteemed  and  prized  as  being  earnest  workers 
whose  truly  Christian  spirit  makes  them  helpful  to 
all  with  whom  they  come  in  contact. 


■ft#®- 


OHN  F.  SALTMARSH.  The  gentleman 
whose  biography  we  have  the  pleasure  of 
here  presenting  has  probably  handled  more 
land  in  Ingham  County  than  any  other 
man.  In  his  younger  days  he  did  an  extensive 
business  in  trading  and  exchanging  farms;  he  has 
also  broken  up,  upwards  of  twelve  hundred  acres 
of  new  land,  having  broke  over  six  hundred  acres 
by  contract  He  was  born  in  London,  England, 
♦January  8,  1828.  His  father,  John  Saltmai*sh,  was 
a  merchant  and  green  grocer  in  the  world's  metro- 
polis and  continued  to  follow  that  business  until 
he  came  to  the  United  States  in  1838.  He  was 
prosperous  in  Europe  until  the  breaking  out  of  the 
wai-s  in  1838.  when  his  business  suffered  to  such 
an  extent  that  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  come  to 
the  United  vStates  for  economic  reasons. 

Mr.  Saltmarsh,  Sr.  proceeded  almost  immediately^ 
to  Michigan  which  was  at  that  time  particularly 
conspicuous  because  of  its  recent  admission  to  the 
Union  as  a  State.  He  first  settled  in  Pontiac  but 
spent  the  year  in  prospecting  and  in  1839  came  to 
Meridian  Township,  Ingham  County,  three  years 
after  Lansing  was  located.  He  purchased  on«» 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  the  farm  that  his  son 
at  the  present  time  owns  and  which  was  then  a 
dense  wilderness.  He  was  one  of  the  first  sett  lei's 
in  the  township.  Our  subject's  fatlier  knew 
nothing  about  farming  when  he  came  to  the  United 
States,  but  he  was  determined  to  learn  and  when 
in  Pontiac,  after  he  had  located  his  land,  he  took 
a  job  of  chopping  twenty  acres  of  wood  in  order 
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that  he  might  l)ec'onie  a  j^ood  woodsman  and  he 
j^oon  lH.*came  familiar  with  tlie  difPei^ent  phase^i  of 
pioneer  life.  His  son  rememl>ei*s  having  seen  liini 
t»ome  home  from  I^nsiug  carrying  one-half  hushel 
of  salt  on  his  Imek.  Politically  he  was  first  a 
r>emoerat  and  then  l)ec«me  a  Republican,  but 
finally  settled  down  firmly  in  his  Democratic 
principles.  He  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many 
years  and  when  his  decease  occurred  while  living 
in  Virginia,  May  12,  1888,  his  loss  a*»  a  citizen  was 
keenly  felt.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  prior 
to  her  marriage  a  Mis8  Mary  Foster,  a  sister  of 
Charles  Foster  of  Okemos. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  the  original  of 
our  sketch  left  his  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenl\ 
acres  and  went  to  the  front.  He  enlisted  in  1861 
in  the  First  Michigan  Infantry  and  served  for  a 
period  of  three  yeai*s  and  sixty-five  days,  Ix^ing  a.^- 
signed  to  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
He  was  in  many  a  hard-fought  battle  and  learntMl 
to  brave  shell,  shot  and  powder.  He  was  a  par- 
ticipant in  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run  and  was 
at  Antietam  and  South  Mountain.  From  the  close 
of  the  war  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until  1880 
and  then  went  to  Virginia  where  he  purchased  a 
farm  of  seven  hundred  and  thirtv-five  acres  in 
Surrey  County.  This  is  a  fine  fruit  district  and 
one  vear  he  had  a  net  income  of  $Hi)0  from  his 
|)ear  cro|).  lie  remained  in  \'irginia  for  four  years 
and  still  owns  the  farm. 

Mr.  Saltmarsh  was  manied  six  vears  after  the 
war  to  Mi's.  Ellen  M.  Kuhn.  widow  of  >rartin 
Kuhn.  of  Livingston  County.  Two  children  have 
l)een  born  of  this  union — John  A.,  whose  natal 
day  was  ()ctol»er  24.  1^70  and  Sarah  L.,  born 
February  2,  1872.  Both  are  at  home  with  their 
parents.  Our  subject  is  a  Atason,  ]>elonging  to 
Virginia  Lodge,  No.  77.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  In  their  church 
associations  they  are  membei-s  of  the  Methodist 
Ej)isc*opal  body  at  Okemos.  Politically  he  is  an 
Indei>endent,  usually  voting  the  Republican  ticket. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  rugged  and  strong 
man  both  mentally  and  physically.  He  never  had 
any  sickness  until  the  last  veai*  of  the  war  and  was 
C(msidered  by  the  men  of  his  regiment  as  the  one 
who  could  endure  the  greatest  hardships.     In   in- 


telligence he  is  far  in  advance  of  the  avei'age 
farmer.  He  has  a  natural  aptitude  for  mechanical 
work  and  can  repair  any  machine  in  short  order. 
He  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  five  hundred  and 
ninety-two  acres  in  Ingham  County,  most  of  which 
lies  in  Meridian  Tf»wnship. 


r  J.  TOWNLKY,  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm 
located  in  Hartland  Township,  Living- 
ston County.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York 
having  Ijeen  Ijorn  in  Tompkins  County, 
July  27,  1825.  Oue  subjec-t  is  one  of  the  pioneers, 
however,  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  having  come 
here  with  his  parents  in  1886.  From  that  time  to 
this,  he  has  stvn  the  phenomenal  growth  in  popu- 
lation and  improvement  in  every  a^^pect  of  life. 
There  are  now  large  and  l)eautiful  cities  on  the 
lK)rder>  of  streams  that  were  formerly  but  a  place 
where  the  deer  came  to  (piench  their  thirst.  The 
country  that  then  held  only  malaria  and  ague  for 
the  early  settlei's.  is  now  drained  and  irrigated  .so 
that  it  is  at  the  same  tinu^  healthful  and  a  prolific 
agricultural  region. 

Our  subject's  father  was  l^njamin  Townley.  a 
native  of  New  Jersey.  He  was  one  of  the  men 
who  stMved  in  the  War  of  1812.  hence  to  him 
all  honor  is  due  as  l)eing  one  to  sacrifice  home 
comforts  and  to  run  the  chances  of  war  for  the 
preservation  of  the  dignity  and  unquestioned 
right**  of  his  country.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by 
trade  and  was  the  proprietor  of  a  large  manufact- 
uring business  in  Tompkins  County,  keeping  busy 
from  thirty  to  forty  hands  in  his  shop  at  that 
place,  llis  manufactures  were  shipped  to  New 
York  Citv  oiire  a  week,  and  at  that  day  it  was  c*ou- 
sidered  a  very  large  institution.  He  carried  on  the 
buMuess  as  long  as  he  remained  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  but,  like  many  others,  when  the  reports 
of  the  wonderful  fertility  and  riches  in  timl>er 
lands  and  ores  were  brought  to  the  Empire  State, 
he  saw  by  vision  large  opportunities  for  his  sons  in 
the  future  of   that  State  and  here  came  in  1886. 
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settling  in  Hartland  Township,  Livingston  County, 
at  which  time  he  located  on  section  8. 

At  the  time  of  locating  in  this  State,  Mr.  Town- 
ley's,   8r.,  farm   was   a  perfect  wilderness.      Tall 
trees  towered   overhead,  and  the  spaces  lietween 
were  a  tangle  of  shrubs  and    vines  through  which 
scudded  mbbits,  while  from  the  limbs  of  the  over- 
towering  trees  screeched   owls   and    wildcats,  and 
to   the    neighboring   brook   came   the  mild  eyed, 
fleet-limbed  deer.     They  secured  tlie  land  directly 
from  the  Government,  cleared  a  place  in  the  midst 
of  the  foi*est  and   with    the  trees  that  they  thus 
felled,  built  a  log  house,  not  im|X)sing  in  style  of 
architecture  or  finish,  but  still    a  home  in  the  new 
country.     They  were  obliged  to  make  many  make- 
shifti*    in  erecting  even  this  humble  abode.     The 
only  way  of  procuring  shingles  was  to  make  them 
ajs  best  tliey  could,  by  hand,  and  tools  were  neither 
plentiful  nor  easily  accessible.     Undaunted  by  the 
many    inconveniences  that   they   had  to  put  up 
with,  they  l)ent  every   energy  toward  improving 
their  place  and  succeeded  in  making  it  very  liome- 
like   and  comfortable.     All  the    commodities    of 
life  that  they  could  not    raise  on    their  own  farm 
had  to  l)e  purchased  at  Detroit,  but  the  younger 
members  of  the  family   considered    it  an  event  to 
be  looked  forward  to  with  delightful  anticipation, 
t<>  go  to  town  on  horseliack,  even  though  they  had 
to  come  back   laden   to  the  |M^int  of  stifling,  with 
meal  luigs,  and  the  numerous  packages  that  would 
bring  delight  to  the  family  at  home, simply  Ix^cause 
they  came  from  a  store. 

Mr.  Townley,  Sr.,  died  on  his  farm  in  Living- 
ston County  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  In 
politics  he  was  an  old  line  Democrat,  a  follower 
of  Clay  and  Calhoun.  His  wife  was  before  mar- 
riage a  Miss  Betsy  Reeves,  one  of  the  g(X)d  old 
names  of  New  Jersey  fame.  She  was  the  life-long 
companion  and  helper  of  her  husband,  and  like 
him,  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  yeai-s.  They 
reared  a  large  family  of  children,  nine  in  number, 
having  two  daughtei*s  and  seven  sons.  Of  these 
our  subject  is  the  fifth  child  in  ^rder  of  birth  and 
the  third  son. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  only  eleven 
years  old  when  with  his  parents  he  came  to  Mich- 
igan, and  the  writer  can  imagine  with  what  delight 


he  viewed  the  wilderness  with  boyish  eyes,  it  being 
filled  with  all  kinds  of  large  and  small  game.  His 
young  mind  had  no  thought  of  the  toil  that  was 
was  necessary  to  transform  that  tangled  mass  of 
beauty  into  the  orderly  appearance  of  civilized 
life.  Indeed,  what  to  him  were  long  days  spent 
in  hoeing  the  cornfield  or  in  building  rail  fences, 
or  in  chopping  wood  to  l)e  used  in  the  winter  in 
the  great  fireplace,  when  there  was  a  piospect  be- 
fore him  of  days  of  coon  hunting,  or  a  swim  after 
a  hard  day's  work  in  the  pools  or  the  streams  that 
he  alone  knew.  Were  there  no  pleasures  in  those 
early  days.^  ask  the  boys  of  those  days  as  Holmes 
affectionately  calls  the  associates  of  his  school  days, 
even  after  they  were  matured  and  gray  headed 
men.  Our  subject's  iii*st  school  days  were  spent  in 
New  York,  but  after  coming  to  this  State,  he  at- 
tended the  sc^hool  held  in  the  log  schoolhouse 
which  the  settlei*s  made  all  haste  to  erect,  and  for 
which  they  obtained  a  teacher  in  Hartland  Town- 
ship, and  although,  perhaps,  he  was  not  "crammed" 
with  the  sciences  and  classi(»  as  are  our  collegians 
of  to-day,  he  there  obtained  a  good  knowledge 
of  English,  and  was  well  drilled  in  the  Rule  of 
Three. 

Our  subject  remained  under  his  father's  roof  un- 
til after  his  death,  taking  care  of  the  old  gentle- 
man during  his  last  sickness.  He  was  married  No- 
vemlier  22,  18ol,  his  bride  being  Mary  E.  Wiswold, 
who  like  himself  was  a  native  of  New  York  State, 
having  l)een  born  in  Chemung  County,  April  13, 
1882.  She  was  the  fourth  child  in  order  of  birth 
and  the  second  daughter.  She  came  to  this  State 
with  her  parent**  when  four  yeai*s  of  age  but  when 
a  young  girl  was  by  them  sent  back  to  New  York 
to  be  educated,  making  her  home  while  there  with 
her  mother's  sister.  In  1847  she  retunied  to  this 
State  and  was  engaged  as  a  teacher  until  her  mar- 


riage. 


1 


On  taking  to  himself  a  wife,  Mr.  Townley  lo- 
cated where  he  still  reside.^  He  has  made  many 
improvements  on  the  place.  Ne^t  fences  have 
taken  the  place  of  the  old  rail  fences.  A  fine  or- 
chard has  l>een  planted  that  vields  an  abundance 
of  luscious  fruit,  and  shade  trees  of  various  kinds 
and  having  a  l>eautiful  varietv  of  color,  have  been 
planted  in   symmetrical    apd    artistic  order.     Mr. 
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and  Mrs.  Town  ley  are  the  parents  of  two  sons,  the 
elder  who  lx»ars  the  unusual  name  of  Kress,  was 
born  in  this  township  and  county,  January  24, 
1856.  He  was  here  educated  and  l)ecaine  |>opular 
and  well-known  among  the  people  of  the  commu- 
nity. In  1888,  he  was  elected  Treasurer  and  in 
1890  and  1891  was  given  the  position  of  Sujwr- 
visor.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  prefer- 
ences. He  is  still  on  the  Iwichelor  list,  but  is  too 
eligible  to  long  remain  so.  The  second  son  is 
Wells  G.,  born  on  the  old  liomestead,  as  was  his 
brother,  in  Hartland  Townsliip,  Livingston  County, 
October  24,  1865.  He  was  reared  at  home  and  is 
an  intelligent  and  interesting  young  man. 

Our  subject's  farm  comprises  two  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  well  improved  land.  Here  he  is  en- 
gaged in  doing  a  general  farming  business.  He 
has  some  very  fine  grades  of  horses  in  wlios<'  breed- 
ing he  is  particularly  interested.  He  of  whom  we 
write  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  preference. 
He  has  been  elected  to  several  local  oflices,  having 
served  a.s  Road  Commissioner,  and  in  other  school 
offices.  His  farm  l)oasts  a  natural  advantage  en- 
joyed by  but  few  agriculturists.  There  are  two 
flowing  wells  sixty  feet  deep  upon  the  place  and 
from  them  he  waters  the  place  with  cool  and  liv- 
ing streams. 


r 


^■/        ON.    THOMPSON    (rHIMKS.     Among    the 
|i  prominent  and  reprcKMiUili  ve  men  of  Pinck- 


yy/  ney,  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  who, 
while  of  Eastern  birth,  have  made  them- 
selves thoroughly  Western  men  in  their  interest, 
inthuMice  and  lifework,  we  are  pleased  to  mention 
the  miller  and  farmer,  whose  names  appeai-s  at  the 
head  of  this  short  sketch.  lie  was  born  November 
10,  1824.  in  Cortland  County.  N.  Y.  His  father 
being  James  Grimes  and  his  mother  Elizabeth 
Whitney,  natives  of  New  York  in  which  State  they 
made  their  home  through  life. 

The  father  was  a  carpenter  and  joiner  and  also 
had  the  trade  of  a  millwright.  During  the  war  of 
1812  he  took  part  in  that  conflict,  but  did  not  re- 


ceive any  wound  therein.  They  were  blest  with  a 
family  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing.  \\y  the  death  of  his  mother  our  subject  was 
left  an  orphan  at  tlie  age  of  eight  years  and  from 
that  time  on  felt  that  he  must  take  care  of  himself. 
He  picked  up  what  education  he  could  and  making 
his  home  with  a  married  sister  worked  out  bv  the 
month  and  also  learned  the  valuable  trade  of  car- 
riagemaker. 

The  young  man  came  to  Michigan  in  1847, 
making  his  first  st<^pping  place  in  Waterloo  Town- 
ship, Jackson  County,  where  he  contracted  the 
fever  and  ague.  Six  months  lat^r  he  came  to  Liv- 
ingst(m  County  and  for  two  years  worked  at  his 
trade  in  Pincknev.  After  ^\^  vears'  service  with 
an  employer  he  bouglit  out  the  business  and  car- 
ried it  on  for  a  numlHM*  of  yeai's.  He  finally  sold" 
(»ut  his  interest  in  this  line  and  entered  the  mer- 
cantile business  with  his  father-in-law,  in  which  he 
continued  for  some  time  and  after  dissolving  that 
connection  he  operated  a  farm  until  two  years 
ago.  He  then  bought  an  interest  in  the  flouring 
mill  known  as  the  Pincknev  Flouring  and  Custom 
mills. 

This  flourishing  mill  has  a  capacity  of  seventy- 
five  barrels  per  day  and  Mr.  Cirimes  and  his  part- 
ner, Mr.  Mann,  have  built  up  an  excellent  trade  so 
that  the  mill  is  kej)t  running  the  year  round.  It 
is  fitted  for  water  power  but  also  has  a  fifty-hoi-sc*- 
power  engine  so  that  steam  can  l^e  used  in  emerg- 
encies. Four  men  are  constantly  employed  to 
keep  the  mill  in  operation  and  the  market  for  its 
product  is  lively  all  along  the  Air  Line  k  Grand 
Trunk  Railroads,  between  Jackson,  Detroit  and 
Port  Huron.  The  firm  also  ships  to  points  outi?ide 
of  Michigan. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  (i  rimes  took  place  New 
Year's  Day,  1850.  and  he  was  then  united  with 
Miss  Emily  M.  Mann,  an  accomplished  and  intelli- 
gent lady,  daughter  of  Alvin  and  Lucy  (Whittle- 
sey) Mann.  Mr.  Mann  was  a  native  of  New  I'ork 
and  became  a  pioneer  in  this  part  of  Michigan,  as 
he  came  here  am§ng  the  early  settlers  and  in  his 
day  was  a  prominent  business  man  in  Pincknev, 
taking  an  earnest  interest  in  politics  and  concern- 
ing himself  for  the  welfare  of  the  Republican 
party.    To  him  and  his  gOod  Vrife  were  bom  eight 
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children,  tlii-ee  of  whom  are  now  living.  Since 
the  death  of  Mr.  Mann  his  wife  has  continued 
to  make  her  liome  in  this  village.  Their  daughter 
Mrs.  Grimes,  was  l)orn  in  New  York  April  15, 
1833. 

The  hand  of  Providence  has  denied  children  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  (Crimes  but  they  have  not  been  con- 
tent to  live  without  little  ones  in  their  home  and 
have  reared  some  three  or  four  children,  in  whom 
they  take  a  tender  interest  and  for  whom  they  have 
provjjfed.  Mr.  (i rimes  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Sons  of  Temperance  and  also  of  the  Good  Temp- 
lars as  well  as  the  Masonic  order.  Political  mat- 
ters have  ever  interested  his  mind,  as  he  wa.**  in 
youth  a  Democrat,  but  since  the  organization  of 
the  Republican  [wty  he  has  affiliated  with  that 
line  of  ix>litic*al  thought.  Although  the  township 
hag  always  lieen  Democratic,  yet  this  gentleman's 
l)ersonal  ix>pularity  has  been  such  as  to  place  him 
several  times  in  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility'. 
For  several  years  he  has  served  as  Justice  of  the 

ft- 

Peace  and  his  incumbency  of  that  office  has  tended 
to  the  promotion  of  peace  and  goodwill  among  his 
fellow-citizens.  He  has  also  been  placed  in  the 
|K»sition  of  Township  Clerk,  where  his  record  was 
most  excellent. 

The  broader  experience  of  Mr.  Grimes  is  to  be 
found  in  his  work  in  the  State  legislature,  to 
which  he  was  elected  and  where  he  served  in 
1879-80.  He  wa!5  a  personal  friend  of  the  Hon. 
Zach  Chandler  and  helped  to  elect  that  gentleman 
to  his  last  term  in  the  I'nited  States  Senate.  His 
handsome  farm  adjoining  the  village  of  Pinckney 
comprises  ninety-five  acres,  all  of  which  is  under 
cultivation  and  ujwn  it  he  has  himself  placed  ex- 
cellent improvementii.  He  also  has  eighty  acres  of 
improved  land  in  Unadilla  Township,  to  all  of 
which  he  devotes  consideral)le  time,  l>esides  super- 
intending the  o|>erations  of  the  mill. 

Mr.  Grimes,  started  out  for  himself  as  a  child 
without  means  and  with  no  one  to  help  him  and 
has  made  an  honorable  record  and  ha^j  gained  suc- 
cess in  life  besides  being  of  great  service  to  his 
fellow-citizens.  Vov  many  years  he  has  l)ecn  u|K)n 
the  Village  School  IJoard  and  besides  preparing 
and  presenting  to  the  legislature  the  liill  incorp- 
orating the  village  of  Pinckney  he   was   for  three 


yeai's  the  President  of  the  Village  Board  and  is  at 
present  filling  the  same  office.  He  has  been  Trea- 
surer of  the  Blue  Lodge  in  the  Masonic  order  and 
has  also  filled  the  same  position  in  Pinckney 
Chapter. 


«-•- 
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^JLMEU  E.  CRANSTON.  Among  the  men 
to  whom  the  township  of  Tyrone,  Living- 
ston County,  owes   much  of   its  prosperity 


as  an  agricultural  center  is  the  one  whose  name  is 
now  given.  He  was  }>oni  in  this  township,  August 
28,  1865,  and  is  a  son  of  David  O.  and  Sarah 
(Beel:)e)  Cranston.  The  grandfather,  Eli  Cranston, 
was  a  farmer,  and  David  was  reared  upon  a  farm 
near  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  and  became  a  very  success- 
ful farmer,  having  ac*cumulated  by  his  own  efforts 
a  handsome  fortune  and  an  estate  of  over  four 
hundred  acres.  His  home  farm  in  the  western 
I>art  of  Tyrone  Township  is  one  of  the  richest  and 
best  improved  in  the  county.  He  was  always  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  views  and  was  placed  by 
his  neigh l)oi*s  in  various  local  offices.  He  reared 
to  maturity  two  of  his  four  children — our  subjetrt 
and  Tessie  A.,  who  l>ecame  the  wife  of  Pierce 
Slicker. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Living- 
ston County,  N.  Y.,  September  12,  1838,  being  a 
daughter  of  Alfred  and  Sarah  (Clark)  Beebe.  Mr. 
lieelK*  was  born  in  1816.  in  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  his  wife  was  a  native  of  Genesee  County. 
To  tiiem  were  gi*anted  twelve  children,  only  five 
of  whom  lived  to  years  of  maturity,  viz:  Sarah 
B.;  Henry  S..  who  died  in  Libby  Pi'ison;  Martha 
Buck;  Nancy  and  Amos,  deceased.  The  father 
of  this  family  removed  to  Zanesville,  Ohio,  and 
two  years  later  came  to  Michigan,  where  he  made 
his  home  in  Osceola  and  in  other  localities,  but 
finally  spent  his  last  days  in  Kenton,  where  he  died 
about  the  year  1862.  His  widow  survived  him 
until  August,  1890. 

Our  worthy  subject  spent  his  boyhood  and 
youth  upon  the  farm  and  studied  in  the  district 
school,  supplementing  that  course  by  a  High  >School 
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education.  Upon  attaining  \\\»  majority  he  began 
life  for  himself  upon  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
situated  on  section  21,  Tyrone  Township.  It  was 
in  April,  1888,  that  he  bought  one  hundred  acres 
where  he  now  resides  on  section  22,  and  he  has 
here  one  of  the  handsomest  and  most  productive 
farms  in  the  township. 

Sarah  Page,  a  native  of  Lyons  Township,  Oak- 
land County,  and  a  daughter  of  James  and  Fan- 
nie (Meade)  Page,  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
March  11,  1885.  In  his  early  career  Mr.  Page  was 
a  sul)8tantial  farmer  and  one  of  the  leading  men  in 
his  township.  He  now  manages  an  hotel  at  Argen- 
tine, Mich.,  and  has  an  honorable  war  record,  hav- 
ing served  in  the  ranks  and  risen  to  the  position 
of  a  Lieutenant.  Bv  his  fii-st  wife,  who  w:is  tlie 
mother  of  Mrs.  C'ranston,  he  had  three  sons  and 
three  daughtei*s.  The  two  children  of  our  subject 
and  his  faithful  wife  are  Elsie  L.  and  David  ().. 
and  to  these  little  ones  are  given  faithful  and  af- 
fectionate care  and  training,  and  the  fond  parent** 
may  well  cherish  the  hope  that  they  will  grow  up 
to  be  of  value  to  the  communitv  and  an  honor  to 
their  i)rogenitor8. 


SAAC  T.  WKKiHT.  In  everv  coninuinitv 
tluTc  are  some  good  men  and  women  with 
wliom  every  one  claims  relationslii|)  through 
the  !)onds  of  alTection,  and  we  find  no  C()uj)le  in 
Handy  Township,  Livingston  County,  who  are 
more  beloved,  and  who  seem  to  be  nearer  in  the 
l>onds  of  svmpatliv  to  their  neii'hboi's  than  ^'Uncle 
Wright  and  Aunt  Harriet,*'  as  our  subject  and  his 
good  wife  are  universally  called.  To  them  all 
know  that  they  may  come  sure  of  a  cordial  i^reet- 
ing  and  a  kindly  word,  and  confident  that  when 
the  time  of  trouble  or  of  special  joy  draws  near 
the  sympathy  of  these  good  friends  will  be  theirs. 
The  farm  of  our  subject  is  situated  on  sections 
26  and  27,  Handy  Township,  and  comprises  an 
extent  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acre^,  upon  which 
Mr.  Wright  has  lived  now  for  some  twent\'-three 
years,  and  which  he  has  greatly  improved.  He  was  j 


bora  in  (rreene  Countj',  N.  Y.,  November  29,  1812, 
and  has  now  nearlv  reached  his  four-score  years. 
His  parents,  Thomas  and  Sarah  (ilouk)  Wright, 
were  l)orn  in  the  Empire  State,  and  were  there 
united  in  marriage.  They  carried  on  a  farm  in 
(ireene  County,  tliat  State,  before  coming  to  Mich- 
igan in  1838.  The  Westera  home  was  in  Iosco 
Township,  where  they  carried  on  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty-four  acres,  and  upon  this  old 
homestead  they  I'eared  a  family  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, and  there  si)ent  their  later  years.  Two  only 
of  their  offspring  are  still  in  this  Ufe — our  subject 
and  his  sister,  Lucy,  Mrs.  Acker,  of  Woodhull, 
Shiawaxsee  Countv.  The  father  was  a  Democrat 
in  his  political  views  and  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternitv,  and  in  his  church  connections  was 
a  Methodist.  His  father's  name  was  William  and 
his  mother  was  a  Miss  Lyon,  both  being  natives  of 
New  York.  William  Wright  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revoluti(mary  War  and  was  taken  prisoner  by  the 
British. 

He  of  whom  we  write  ix^ceived  his  education 
and  practical  training  upon  his  father's  farms  in 
(hiondaga  and  (ireene  Counties,  N.  Y.,  and  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  twenty-five,  at  which  time  the  father  divided 
the  property  with  him,  and  Isaac  sold  his  portion 
and  came  to  Iosco  Township,  this  county,  where 
he  purclmse<i  eighty  acres  of  land  for  %200.  It 
wjis  all  timber  land,  and  after  clearing  off  the 
trees  he  exchanged  it  for  another  tract  in  the 
same  township,  and  later  came  to  the  place  where 
he  now  lives.  He  has  chopped  trees  since  he  was 
nineteen  years  old  until  within  a  few  yeai-s  of  the 
present  date. 

In  18*^5  Isaac  T.  Wright  took  to  wife  Mis8  Har- 
riet Terry,  who  was  born  in  1815,  and  was  edu- 
cated in  New  York,  preparing  herself  for  a  teacher, 
and  filling  that  position  for  a  numl>er  of  yeai*s. 
Her  parent*;,  Norman  and  Sarah  (Works)  Terry, 
were  h(»th  natives  of  the  Empire  State.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Terry  had  a  family  of  four  childrreu,  but 
only  one  besides  Mi*s.  Wright  survives,  namely: 
Sarah  A.  Smith,  of  Bath,  Mich. 

Isaac  Wright  had  four  children  in  all;  bis  son 
George  married  Arimantha  King  and  has  one 
child  living,  Bessie ;  they  have  1  wt  three.     They 
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live  upon  the  old  homestead  in  Iosco  Township. 
His  son,  Thomas  (I.,  who  has  now  departed  this 
life,  leaving  seven  orphan  children,  married  Sai*ah 
I^amreux,  who  died,  leaving  four  children — Isaac, 
Milu,  Mary  and  Thomas  J.;  and  his  second  wife, 
Rosella  Crowfoot,  who  is  also  deceased,  left  three 
— Sarah  K.,  Harriet  E.,  and  Floyd  O. 

The  ottice  of  Roadmaster  has  been  filled — and 
well  filled — by  our  subject,  and  he  has  also  been 
Commissioner  of  Highways.  Both  he  and  his 
good  wife  are  earnest  and  useful  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  has  served 
as  both  Steward  and  Class- leader.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  this  religious  body  since  his  eighteenth 
year,  and  Mrs.  Wright  has  also  been  connected 
with  the  church  since  she  was  seventeen.*  In  the 
early  days  of  his  residence  in  this  county  he  had 
to  go  to  Dexter  to  market  and  mill,  which  was  a 
journey  of  twenty-five  miles  to  be  taken  over  the 
roughest  kind  of  roads.  In  his  days  he  killed  a 
great  many  deer  and  is  the  only  man  in  this 
county  who  ever  shot  a  white  deer.  In  those  days 
everything  in  the  line  of  grain  and  food  was 
scarce  and  expensive,  as  they  had  to  be  brought 
by  team  from  so  great  a  distance.  For  his  first 
two  barrels  of  flour  he  paid  $36,  and  for  his  first 
barrel  of  salt  he  was  obliged  to  expend  ^4,  He  is 
still  a  tiill  man,  measuring  six  feet  in  height, 
and  when  a  young  man  weighed  two  hundred 
pounds.  He  is  a  constant  worker  and  his  facul- 
ties are  yet  un dimmed  by  age,  and  it  is  the  prayer 
of  all  who  know  him  and  his  good  wife  that  they 
may  long  be  spared  to  shed  abroad  their  Ijeneficcnt 
influence. 


\ 
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:  DMUND  ALLCHIN.     The  County  of  Kent, 

England,  is  the  place  of   nativity  of   the 

y  gentleman  whose  portrait  is  shown  on  the 


opposite  page  and  whose  biography  we  here  briefly 
record.  More  than  three-quartei*s  of  a  century 
have  passed  since  he  made  his  appearance  in  the 
world,  his  natal  day  being  February  25, 1815.  He 
is  a  Bon  of  WUlif^m  and  Mercy  (Hawkins)  AUchin, 


his  parents  both  being  natives  of  England.  He 
was  reared  on  a  farm  and  rec*eived  the  rudiments 
of  his  education  in  the  jmy  schools  of  his  native 
land.  He  would  not  be  worthy  of  the  name  of  a 
progre^ssive  Englishman,  however,  had  he  not  taken 
advantage  of  the  desultory  coui-se  of  study  that 
he  enjoyed  to  make  experimental  discoveries  for 
himself  in  literature  and  the  sciences,  and  bv  his 
self-imposed  curriculum  has  acquired  a  position 
which  ranks  him  as  an  intelligent  and  well-read 
man. 

In  1831  when  our  subject  was  sixteen  years  of 
age  he  with  an  elder  brother,  William,  emigrated 
to  America,  taking  passage  at  London  in  a  sailing 
vessel  and  after  an  ocean  voyage  extending  over 
seven  weeks  he  landed  in  New  York  City,  where 
he  resided  for  a  short  time.  From  there  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained 
for  a  short  period.  In  1837  when  the  subject  of 
the  admission  of  Michigan  as  a  State  was  being 
agitated,  our  subject  came  to  Ingham  County,  lo- 
cating first  on  section  33,  I^roy  Township.  In 
order  to  penetrate  to  the  land  which  they  had 
taken  up  they  were  obliged  to  cut  away  the  timber 
for  a  distance  of  six  miles. 

On  reaching  their  tract  our  subject  cleared  fifty 
acres  of  land  and  there  he  built  the  first  frame 
barn  in  I^roy  Town>*hip.  He  resided  upon  this 
tract  for  six  years,  tlience  removing  to  White  Oak 
Township  where  he  staid  for  several  years.  In 
1847  he  settled  on  his  present  farm  which  is  located 
on  section  23,  Leroy  Township.  At  the  time  of 
his  purchase  about  twenty  acres  had  been  improved 
and  the  balance  he  has  cleared,  broken  and  culti- 
vated himself.     On   his  advent    into  the  countrv 

« 

Indians  and  wolves  were  a  more  frequent  sight 
than  the  face  of  a  white  man  and  occasionally  a 
bear  was  seen.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  eighty 
acres  of  fertile  and  productive  land. 

In  1835  Mr.  Allchin  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Ann  C.  Angell,  who  bore  him  eleven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  living;  they  are  b}- 
name  as  follows:  Elizabeth,  Anan  H.,  Levi  S.,  Es- 
ther, Anna  and  Arloa.  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of 
James  Monroe;  Esther  married  Alpheus  Bixby; 
Anna  is  the  wife  of  William  Marsh;  Arloa  married 
A.  II.  Llbbie. 
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Mrs.  Ann  C.  Allchin  died  in  1888.  Our  subject 
tliree  years  later  was  a  second  time  married,  his 
bride  lieing  Mrs.  Mary  C.  Sowle,  the  widow  of  Eli 
L.  Sowle,  of  Livingston  County,  Mich.  Their 
nuptials  were  solemnized  OctolK»r  20,  1890.  Mi-s. 
Allchin  is  a  native  of  Washington  County,  N.  Y.. 
and  was  boni  Novemljer  5, 1829.  She  was  a  daugli- 
tt^r  of  William  and  Sarah  Hiivh,  natives  of  New 
York  State.  Mr.  Allchin  has  served  in  a  public 
capacity  for  a  long  time,  having  been  School  l)i- 
lector  and  Assessor  of  his  school  district.  High- 
way Commissioner  and  also  ,lustice  of  the  Peace. 
He  is  one  of  the  oldest  active  representatives  of 
pioneer  days  in  l^roy  Township  and  van  recall 
many  incidents  of  pioneer  adventure,  lie  was 
formerly  a  Whig,  but  on  the  reconstruction  of  the 
party  Iwcame  a  Republic4in.  Now,  however,  he 
vot€8  with  the  Prohibitionists. 

Having  i)assed  his  days  in  the  hardest  labor  of 
pioneer  life,  Mr.  Allchin  is  now  enjoying  the 
knowledge  that  his  early  efforts  have  given  him  a 
comfortable  support  for  his  declining  years.  He 
rests  content  in  the  knowledge  of  a  lifo  well  si)ent. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  for 
over  half  a  century  and  was  the  i)rinie  mover  and 
main  supporter  in  the  building  of  the  First  Baptist 
Church  of  Webl)erville,  Ingham  County. 


:  J.  MILLS.  M.  D.,  was  born  in  Onondaga 
^J/l  County,  N.  Y.,  August  I.  1S80,  and  is  a 
^"7^/  son  of  Stephen  and  Klizaboth  (Dicker- 
son)  Mills,  natives  of  All»anN  and  Schoharie  Coun- 
ties.  N.  Y.  Our  subject  was  reared  a  farmer, 
that  being  his  j)arent's  occupation  in  life.  While 
he  was  still  a  small  child  thev  removed  to  Wavne 
Countv.  N.  Y.,  about  the  vear  of  |H;33.  where  the 
father  engaged  in  farming  and  at  his  trade  as  a 
millwriirht.      In   IHl/)  thev  lemoved  to  Washtenaw 

• 

Countv.  Lvndon  Township.  There  Mr.  Mills 
Sr.,  purchased  some  land  and  remained  for  a  per- 
iod of  two  years.  In  1818  he  removed  to  Liv- 
ingston  County,  and  settled  in  the  township  of 


Conway,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  clear- 
ing up  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land. 

On  first  settling  on  the  tract  of  land  above  men- 
tioned Mr.  Mills,  Sr.,  built  a  log  house,  18x24  feet 
in  dimensions.  He  was  also  obliged  to  cut  out  his 
own  roads  and  hew  down  the  timber,  the  nearest 
neighbor  l>eing  at  a  distance  of  three-quarters  of  a 
mile  from  him  and  no  road  between  the  places.  It 
was  fifteen  miles  to  Howell,  but,  although  the  dis- 
advantages were  many  there  is  something  to  be 
said  on  the  other  side.  Game  was  plentiful  and 
in  the  early  days  of  their  struggle  in  the  State 
(U)ubtless  they  would  many  times  have  gone  hun- 
gry had  deer,  rabbits  and  squirrels  not  been  Si> 
plentiful.  The  nearest  school  was  two  miles  from 
where  onr  subject's  parents  lived  and  at  best  was 
])ut  a  crude  affair,  the  rod  playing  an  important 
part  in  school  discipline.  In  pioneer  fashion  our 
su])ject  was  not  to  l)e  put  out  by  such  small  con- 
sideration, but  immediately  set  about  making  a 
road  to  the  school.  The  nearest  church  wbs>  at 
Howell. 

Mr.  Mills  stood  high  in  the  estimation  of  his 
fellow-j)ioneers  and  was  honored  by  many  town- 
ship offices.  He  held  that  most  important  office — 
S.hool  Director  and  Trustee — for  a  number  of 
years.  He  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Weslevan  Methodist  Church..  He  was  a  Whig  in 
early  years  and  later  l>ecame  a  Republican.  When 
death  took  him  from  amidst  his  associates  he  wa> 
i^reatlv  missed.  His  wife  is  now  a  resident  of 
Howell,  living  there  with  her  son,  W'.  J.  She  is 
eighty-five  years  of  age  and  still  retains  her  facul- 
ties very  well.  She  has  l)een  the  mother  of  six 
children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living.  The  eld- 
est is  Mrs.  Hannah  Tucker  of  Conwav,  Livinii^toii 
County:  Wesley  .1.,  who  is  our  subject,  and  Mrs. 
Dalinda  J.  Hitchcock;  the  husband  of  the  last 
named  lady  died  in  Libby  prison  a  victim  of  the 
cruelty  and  rapacity  of  the  Confederate  soldiers. 
Mrs.  Hitchcink  is  now  a  resident  of  Howell. 

Dr.  W.  .1.  Mills  when  a  lad  attended  school  in  a 
log  schoolhouse  with  l)enches  made  of  split  trees. 
Indeed,  the  whole  school  outfit  was  as  crude  as 
well  as  could  be  imagined  at  the  present  time.  He 
was  obliged  to  go  two  miles  through  the  woods  in 
order  tp  reach   the  schcK)lhouse,  and  under  these 
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disadvantages  he  acquired  a  knowledge  of  the 
three  R*s.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  was 
twenty- two  yeare  of  age,  Iielping  his  fatlier  clear 
and  improve  the  farm.  He  then  leanied  the  coop- 
er's trade  and  was  engaged  in  that  business  in 
Conway,  Livingston  County,  for  eight  years. 
While  engaged  in  this  calling  he  pui*sued  a  coui*se 
of  medical  study,  taking  up  the  Eclectic  system, 
and  in  order  that  lie  might  have  time  for  study  and 
api>liances  to  use,  the  greatest  self  abnegation  was 
required.  Later  he  studied  tlie  Homeopathic  sys- 
tem, reading  with  Dr.  E.  J.  Bates,  of  Fowler ville, 
this  count>%  and  during  the  years  of  1863-64  at- 
tended lectures  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  finally  gradu- 
ating at  the  Detroit  Medical  College  in  1864.  He  ■, 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  company 
with  Dr.  Huntington  of  Howell,  the  gentlemen 
continuing  as  partners  for  two  and  one  half 
vears. 

9-' 

For  the  past  twenty-seven  years  the  original  of 
our  sketch  has  l>een  one  of  the  most  active  and 
popular  practitioners  in  Howell.  He  has  been  suc- 
cessful also  in  a  financial  way  and  is  now  the  ' 
owner  of  a  fine  brick  block  on  Main  Street  oppo- 
site the  court  house.  It  comprises  four  stores  with 
oflfices  in  the  second   storv.     He   also  erected  four 

• 

fine  houses  in  the  city,  three   of  which  he  has  sold 
at  a  veiy  fair  profit.     The  Doctor's  residence  is  on 
the  conier  of  State  and   Summit   Streets   and  is  a 
large  house,  24x60  feet  in   dimensions  with  a  fine 
bam  and  outbuildings.     It  is  surrounded  by  a  vel-   | 
vety  lawn  and  rare  and  beautiful  shade  trees.     Dr. 
Mills*  religious  views    are   those  of  the   Seventh   , 
Day  Adventists;  being  an  ardent  upholder  of  their   , 
theories  and  practice.     He  is  also  a  stockholder  in    | 
the  Publishing  Association,  presided  over  by  the   I 
Seventh  Day  Adventists  and  which  is  located  at   ' 
Battle  Creek,  Mich. 

Profiting  by  the  Scriptural  assertion  that  it  is 
not  good  for  man  to  live  alone,  our  subject  was 
married  September  1,  1856,  his  bride  being  Miss 
Adeline  I.  Hatch,  of  Allegany  County,  N.  Y.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  H.  S.  and  Maria  (Hoyt)  Hatch. 
The  home  and  social  life  is  such  as  to  promote  the 
growtli  of  the  best  traits  of  the  individual  and 
family  character.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mills  are  the  pa- 
ttm\»  of  one  daughter,  Carrie  £.  Mills,  who  at- 


tended the  Ypsilanti  State  Normal  School  after 
which  she  entered  the  college  at  Battle  Creek. 
Miss  Carrie  has  been  engaged  as  teacher  since  she 
was  sixteen  years  of  age.  She  was  State  Secretary 
of  tlie  International  Tract  and  Missionary  Society 
and  was  sent  to  Texas  and  Washington  Territory 
in  behalf  of  this  association.  She  was  also  in  Port- 
land, Ore.,  and  while  there  was  preceptor  of  the 
Adventists  School  for  four  years.  Our  sul)ject*8 
wife,  Mi*s.  Adeline  Mills,  died  April  13,  1865.  By 
a  second  marriage  he  was  united  to  Mrs.  Annie  M. 
Rathbun,  of  Highland,  Oakland  County,  Mich. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Henry  Bush  of  the  same 
place.  One  daugliter,  Adeline  J.,  was  the  fruit  of 
this  union.  She  is  a  bright  and  handsome  young 
lady,  now  attending  college  at  Battle  Creek,  this 
State.  Mrs.  Mills  passed  away  from  this  life  to  a 
better  world  November  11,  1890. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  the  leading  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  this  county.  In  politics  he  is  a  rank 
Prohibitionist  and  has  been  such  since  1882,  al- 
though formerly  he  affiliated  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  belongs  to  the  Homeopathic  State  Med- 
k'n\  Society  and  has  been  so  connected  for  years 
[)ast.  He  is  one  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of 
(•ensus  and  also  belongs  to  the  judiciary  commit- 
tee. In  1887  he  suflfered  a  backset  in  his  business 
by  being  burnt  out,  but  immediately  set  about  re- 
building. He  Ivelongs  to  the  Livingston  County 
Pioneer  Society  and  is  one  of  the  leading  men  of 
the  county,  giving  liberally  for  all  measures  that 
promise  improvement  and  taking  a  deep  interest  in 
matters  that  pertain  to  county  or  State. 
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\TU^  KMAN  PRESTON.  The  representative  of 
llfjli  a  family  that  has  been  notable  in  the  annals 
B^^  of  the  history  of  Pennsylvania  and  Michisran 
l^)  our  subject  is  now  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
bucolic  life  on  his  fine  farm  in  Williuinston  Town- 
ship, Ingham  County.  He  is  the  son  of  Ira  S.  Pres- 
ton, a  native  of  New  York  who  was  thei*e  married 
to  Miss  Chloe  Buck,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania. 
She  was   a    daughter    of    Jonathan    Buck,    who 
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lived  and  died  in  the  latter  State.  The  father 
of  Ira  Preston  and  also  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  David  Preston  wlio  distinguished 
himself  as  a  Continental  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War,  while  his  brother  was  on  the  opiM)sing 
side. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  three  children  lK>rn  to  his 
parents.  The  eldest,  Joseph  P.,  is  now  a  Method- 
ist minister  and  resides  in  Lyons,  Ionia  County, 
this  State.  Adelia  A.,  who  is  now  Mrs.  S.  Stebliins, 
was  an  early  settler  in  Howell,  Mich.  Tlie  younii- 
est  is  he  of  whom  we  write.  When  a  vounif  l)Ov 
he  was  left  motherless  and  his  father  was  again 
married  to  Miss  Caroline  Parsons  of  Howell.  From 
this  union  three  children  were  born — (iardner,  Ida 
M.  and  Jude. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  born  May  12, 
1835,  in  Perry  Township,  Wyoming  County,  X.  Y. 
and  when  nine  years  of  age  came  to  Michigan  with 
his  parents  and  when  about  fifteen  started  out  in 
life  for  himself,  his  fir^t  (X'cupation  being  that  of  a 
stage-diiver  from  Flint  to  Saginaw,  after  which  he 
was  engaged  in  farming.  In  185r)-5()  he  attended 
the  State  University  and  graduated,  taking  a  degree 
as'  Surveyor  and  Civil  Engineer  in  18r)().  After 
finishing  his  course  in  college  our  subject  went  to 
P\)wlerville,  Livingston  CVninty,and  there  became 
identified  with  the  Spiritualists  as  a  medium.  lie 
has  now,  however,  adjured  s[>iritualistic  doctrines 
having  ascertained  the  truth. 

In  1857  our  sul)ject  entered  the  regular  .scivice 
being  one  of  the  First  Regiment  and  enlisting  in 
New  York.  His  first  expedition  was  in  C-entral 
America.  His  milirary  career  records  promotion  and 
many  experiences  in  various  States.  He  then  en- 
listed in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  and  nt  the  hat- 
tie  of  Bull  Run  his  retriment  was  ordered  to  join 
McClellan*s  forces  under  Gen.  Svkes.      While  in  the 

ft 

battle  of  Harrison's  Landini;.  Julv  16,  1862,  our 
subject  received  a  hall  in  the  right  leg  which  he 
still  carries;  he  also  received  a  hayonet  wound  in 
the  right  knee  at  Savage  Station.  Later  he  was 
authorized  by  ( iov.  Blair  of  .Michigan  to  raise  a  com- 
pany; securinji  thirty-three  men  he  re|)ortedand  was 
consolidated  with  others  into  the  Twentv-sixth 
Michigan  Infantry,  our  subject  going  out  as  Ser- 
geaut-Major  of  the  regiment.   He  was  promoted  to 


the  |x>st  of  Lieutenant  March  3,  1863.  June  19, 
1863,  he  was  incapacitated  for  service  by  sunstroke 
while  on  the  Black  Water  maivh  and  i-eceived  his 
discharge  Dec^ember  3,  1863,  and  was  transferred 
to  the  Ik'thany  Reserve  Corps  at  Forti'ess  Monroe, 
where  he  was  i)romoted  to  the  [K>sition  of  staff  offi- 
cer to  (apt.  A.  II.  Perry.  He  served  until  Deeem- 
l>er  I,  1864,  when  he  resigned  and  came  home. 

Eager  for  the  much  needed  rest  Mr.  Preston  set- 
tled in  .lackson  Countj',  where  he  went  to  work  at 
his  trade  as  a  mavSon,  there  being  many  evideuce^ 
of  his  industry  in  the  i*esidences  and  blocks  of  the 
city.  In  1869  he  went  to  Lyons,  Ionia  County, 
where  he  wits  engaged  in  building  both  residences 
and  public  huildings.  He  worked  at  his  ti-ade  un- 
til 1872  when  he  went  to  Chicago  and  assisted  in 
the  rebuilding  of  the  city.  His  marriage  had  taken 
place  in  1862,  in  Jackson  when  he  was  united  to 
lk»tsey  A.  Tanner,  a  thiughter  of  Martin  Tanner  of 
that  place.  From  this  union  four  children,  two 
sons  and  two  daughters,  have  been  lx)rn.  The  eldest 
Charles  A.  is  in  Tacoma,  Wash.,  working  for  an 
electric  light  company;  Stella  who  is  now  Mrs. 
Hunker  resides  in  Williamston;  Frank  L.  is  one  of 
the  firm  of  the  electric  light  company  in  Tacoma, 
Wash.,  and  is  doing  well.  The  youngest  child, 
Kate  was  adopted  by  her  uncle,  Warren  Tanner, 
and  now  resides  in  Jackson  Count3-. 

Mrs.  Preston  died  January  1.5,  1873,  an<l  after 
the  death  of  their  mother  the  children  were  reared 
by  their  uncles.  In  1873  the  original  of  our  sketch 
assisted  in  the  building  of  the  Advent  College  at 
Battle  Creek  and  then  went  to  Duluth,  workinsr  as 
assistant  surveyor  for  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
from  Duluth  t<»  Puget  Sound.  He  continued  there 
from  1H7I  to  IHHr)  when  he  received  the  news  of 
the  death  of  his  fatluT  and  came  home.  The  next 
year  he  settled  in  Locke  Township  on  a  farm  where- 
on he  lived  until  April,  1890,  and  the  following 
year  was  married  to  Amanda  Shaw,  a  daughter  of 
.Jonathan  Stilson  of  Oakland,  this  State  and  an 
earl\  settler.  The  wedding  journey  w.as  accomp- 
lished with  hors<*  and  buggy,  their  destination  be- 
Chicago,  where  our  subject  laid  brick  for  three 
weeks  for  *  I  per  day.  While  thei*e  he  was  appointed 
Special  Police  in  \Voodland  Park.  He  at  that  time 
invested  what  he  had  in   real  estate,     Soon  after 
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the  World's  Fair  wa.s  locat^^d  in  Jackson  Park 
and  the  greater  number  of  hi*?  lots  being  located 
not  far  from  that  site,  he  sold  at  a  very  handsome 
profit.  He  returned  to  Lansing, Mich., and  invested 
J>6,000  in  a  farm  and  the  rest  of  his  fortune  in 
good  real  estate  and  stock,  also  lending  5H3,0()0, 
2iJ7,00()  at  5  per  cent,  and  *6,00()  at  6  per  cent. 

Mr.  Preston  is  socially  a  member  of  the  Good 
Templars  and  also  belongs  to  Eli  P.  Alexander 
Post,  No.  203,  G.  A.  R.  He  has  always  been  inter- 
ested in  progressive  movements  and  is  a  power 
m  the  community  wherein  he  at  present  lives,  not 
only  because  of  his  financial  standing,  but  for 
his  ability  in  other  directions. 


^j'i"i"i"i*4 


OHN  M.  POTTS.  He  whose  name  is  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch  is  by  birth  a  subject 
of  that  empire  upon   which   the  sun  never 

sets,  and  whose  standing  among  the  nations 
is  at  the  present  time  the  firm  and  unmoved  one 
of  centuries  past  of  wise  government,  successful 
combat  and  large  commercial  interests.  Mr.  Potts 
is  just  on  the  border  land  between  the  years  of 
hale  vigor  and  patriarchal  age,  having  l)een  born 
in  England,  January  23,  1826.  He  came  to  this 
State  in  1833,  and  now  lives  on  section  9.  Handy 
Township,  Livingston  County,  where  he  is  the 
proprietor  of  two  hundred  acres  of  fertile,  finely- 
cultivated  land,  which  under  his  care  has  been 
made  to  blossom  like  one  of  the  agricultural  gar- 
dens of  Central  and  Southern  England. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Mary  A.  (Weaver)  Potts,  natives  of  England. 
They  came  with  their  family  to  this  country  and 
proceeded  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  where  with 
their  flock  of  six  vouths  and  maidens  thev  located 
in  Milford,  Oakland  County,  in  1833.  There  the 
father  took  up  two  quarter-sections  of  Govern- 
ment land.  It  was  denselv  timl)ered  and  the  work 
of  making  a  home  was  begun  by  felling  timber 
which  was  hewn  and  mortised  for  a  cabin.  Later, 
when  the  work  of  clearing  had  progressed,  they 
built  a  fine  stone  residence  and  good  barns,  mak- 


ing a  beautiful  home  of  the  former  dreary  and 
unruly  tangle  of  trees,  underbrush  and  vines.  He 
was  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  men 
of  the  county,  whose  financial  condition  gave  him 
precedence  in  matters  requiring  pecuniary  aid  for 
the  development  of  the  country,  (hir  subject's 
grandparents  on  the  paternal  side  were  W^illiam 
and  Mary  (Martin)  Pott«,  agriculturists  in  Eng- 
land, of  whom  our  subject's  father  was  one  of  five 
children. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  Mr.  Potts  were 
Henry  and  Mrs.  Weaver,  who  were  farmers  in 
England.  The  mother  was  one  of  a  large  family. 
Six  children  came  to  enliven  the  dreariness  of  the 
pioneer  home  and  made  in  themselves  a  little  set- 
tlement about  their  parents.  They  were  Mary  A. 
William,  Robert,  Francis,  John  and  Susan.  Francis 
and  Susan  are  now  deceased.  All  were  reared  in 
Oakland  County,  and  there  made  their  homes,  ex- 
cepting him  of  whom  we  write. 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and 
bent  his  efforts  toward  helping  to  clear  the  same, 
assisted  by  his  older  brothers,  whose  pride  in  their 
place  was  one  with  that  of  the  father.  Our  sul)- 
jcct's  young  shoulders  were  earl}'  fitted  to  the  har- 
ness, for  he  began  to  work  when  seven  years  old, 
and  has  ever  since  continued  the  ways  of  industry 
and  prudence  learned  in  his  early  youth,  and  now 
in  his  declining  years,  with  his  faithful  companion 
who  has  l)een  his  loving  helpmate  throughout  life, 
he  enjoys  the  hard-earned  fruits  of  his  youthful 
labor.  Twenty-four  years  of  his  life  were  spent 
under  his  father's  roof,  and  then  he  l)egan  life  for 
himself,  pui'chasing  eight}*^  acres  of  land,  which 
was  at  the  time  partially  improved,  in  the  town  of 
Commerce,  Oakland  County.  There  was  a  paucity 
of  improvement  about  the  place,  it  l)earing  but 
one  miserable  log  house  and  nothing  besides  to 
gladden  the  eye  with  the  reminder  that  they  were 
living  in  a  civilized  land,  excepting,  as  the  wife 
says,  a  straw  stack  looming  up  against  the  western 
horizon.  They  lived  on  that  place  for  some  years. 
A  mushroom  springs  up  in  a  night,  but  an  oak  is 
the  growth  of  centuries.  So  all  good  work  t^kes 
time  and  patience,  and  yeai-s  passed  before  the 
place  l)ore  the  semblance  of  a  "down-east  farm," 
with    well  cleared    pastures,  neatly  built    fences,  a 


572 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


comfortable  house  and  commodious  well  filled 
barns.  It  was  accomplished,  however,  and  then 
our  subject  sold  the  place  in  order  to  purchase  the 
estate  wheron  he  now  lives. 

On  coming  to  his  present  location,  Mr.  Potts 
found  a  repetition  of  his  other  experience,  but  in 
a  modified  degree.  The  largest  town  near  their 
residence  —  Fowlerville  —  contained  no  churches, 
but  there  was  a  frame  schoolhousc.  On  their  place 
was  a  log  house  and  in  this  they  lived  until  1888, 
when  on  the  completion  of  a  fine  frame  lioursc, 
which  our  subject  had  erected  upon  a  com- 
manding elevation  overlooking  the  entire  coun- 
try, which  is  picturesque  in  the  exti*eme  in  its 
diversity  of  feature,  they  left  the  log  house  to 
make  their  home  in  the  more  comfortable  and  com- 
modious new  one. 

Mr.  Potts  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mi^s  Kme- 
liza  Sly,  their  nuptials  being  celebrated  March  14, 
1850.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Kliza- 
beth  (Crawford)  Sly,  natives  of  New  England, 
who  removed  to  New  York,  making  their  home  in 
Ontario  County,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in 
farming.  They  came  to  Michigan  in  1832,  and 
settled  in  (•ommerce  Township,  Oakland  County, 
w^here  thev  lived  until  their  deceju^e.  Their  fam- 
ily  comprised  but  two  children, — Mary  A.  Patten, 
of  Oakland  County,  and  Mrs.  Potts.  Mrs.  Potts 
had  nine  half-brothers  and  half-sisters.  Her 
father  was  a  Whig  in  politics.  Our  su]>jecl,  politi- 
cally, favors  tiie  Repu])lican  |)arty.  and  gives  his 
vote  and  intluence  in  that  direction.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  in  good  standing  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Churcii,  Mr.  Potts  having  thus  been 
connected  since  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  a  greater 
part  of  that  time  in  an  otlicial  capacity.  Mrs. 
Potts  has  been  a  church  niember  since  fourteen 
vears  of  age.  Of  the  familv  of  six  children  that 
have  l>een  born  to  this  worthy  coui)le.  onlv  two 
are  now  living.  Thev  are  Mary  K..  who  is  now 
Mrs.  (ieorge  M.  Crawford,  and  the  mother  of  two 
children — Spencer  (1.  and  Eva  M.;  and  .loiin  AV., 
who  married  Katie  Haven,  and  which  union  has 
been  blessed  In'  the  advent  of  one  child.  Pru- 
deuce.  The  four  who  have  been  laid  away  in  the 
arms  of  death  are  Adella  and  Adelbert,  twins  of 
ten  and  fifteen  months  of  age  each:  Susan  \'.  and 


Eva  E.  A  prominent  man  in  all  progressive 
measures,  Mr.  Potts  is  liberal  to  a  fault,  giving 
generously  of  his  store  both  to  public  enterprises 
and  to  needy  individuals.  He  is  a  strong  tem- 
perance man,  and  his  principles  in  regard  to 
moral  and  religious  mattere  are  of  the  most  tena- 
cious character. 


CRT  BRAYTON.  There  is  perhaps  no  fam- 
ily in  Howell  Township,  Livingston  County, 
which  is  more  highly  respected,  not  only 
for  character,  but  also  for  talents  and  at- 
tainments than  the  one  i*epresented  by  the  name  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch.  Their  social  standing  in 
the  conununity  is  exceptionally  good,  and  their 
value  as  citizens  is  shown  by  the  influence  which 
they  exert. 

Mr.  Hrayton's  farm  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  is  situated  on  section  21,  Howell  Township. 
A  beautiful  residence  and  fine  outbuildings  mark 
the  spot  and  the  thoroughly  cultivated  acres  show 
the  hand  of  a  careful,  conscientious  and  intelligent 
farmer.  lk>th  house  and  barns  show  that  no  ex- 
pense has  l)een  spared  to  make  them  attractive  and 
convenient  for  the  comfort  of  the  familv  and  of 
the  stock,  which  is  being  r,iised  upon   the  farm. 

Thi>  gentleman  was  lx>rn  December  18,  1886.  in 
Ontario  County,  N.  V.,  his  parents,  Ira  and  Esther 
A.  (Eouk)  Brayton,  being  natives  of  that  State, 
who  were  married  in  Steul)en  County,  where  they 
carried  on  a  farm  for  some  years  before  removing  to 
Ontario  County.  The  family's  migration  to  Mich- 
igan took  place  in  September,  1838,  and  for  six 
yeai*s  they  lived  on  section  i)  of  this  township,  af- 
ter which  they  removed  to  section  22.  Later  Mr. 
Hrayton  transferred  his  interests  to  Oceola  Town- 
ship.where  he  carried  on  a  brickyard.  He  also  owned 
a  grist  and  saw-mill  in  Howell  Township.  He  wa-s.nt 
that  time  one  of  the  most  wealthy  men  in  the  county, 
and  employed  a  large  number  of  men.  He  was 
known  far  and  wide  as  a  thorough-going  business 
man  of  integrity  and  ability  and  his  enterprise 
brought    him    into  prominence.     He  at  that  time 
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owiied  some  six  hundred  acres  of  land.  Both  he 
and  his  good  wife  were  active  members  of  the  Bai>- 
tist  Church,  and  in  his  political  affiliations  he  was 
a  Republican.  He  died  in  Kent  County,  Mich.,  in 
1889. 

The  parents  of  this  pioneer  were  Nathaniel  and 
Patience  (Cariington)  Bray  ton,  who  had  a  fine 
farm  in  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  upon  which  were 
reared  seven  sturdv  and  stalwart  sons.  Nathaniel 
Bray  ton  was  a  son  of  Henry  and  Mehitable  (  Wal- 
lace) Bray  ton,  natives  of  Massachusetts.  Ira  Bray- 
ton  had  a  family  of  six  children,  only  three  of 
whom  are  now  living.  They  are  Patience,  now 
Mrs.  Bennett,  of  Detroit;  Burt,  and  Nathaniel,  liv- 
ing in  Kent  County,  the  owner  of  a  flourishing 
flouring-mill. 

The  joys  and  trials  incident  to  the  life  of  a  farm- 
er's boy  were  the  experiences  of  Burt  Biayton  in 
his  early  years,  and  he  had  the  usual  fun  and  drudg- 
ery which  are  to  be  found  in  going  to  the  district 
school.  He  improved  well  the  advantages  which 
he'received,  and  thus  obtained  a  thorough  common- 
sense  education,  and  as  a  young  man  he  lived  for 
some  six  years  in  the  village  of  Howell,  where  he 
carried  on  the  business  of  a  photographer.  He 
then  removed  to  this  farm,  where  he  now  resides, 
and  for  a  few  years  made  his  home  in  a  log  house. 

It  was  upon  the  30th  of  Septeml>er,  1860,  that 
he  took  the  step  which  was  decisive  in  its  re- 
sults, as  it  made  for  him  a  home  by  bringing  to 
his  side  a  bride  in  the  i^erson  of  Mary  J.  Park, 
of  Howell,  the  daughter  of  William  F.  and  Lusina 
(Coates)  Park.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Broome  and  Steuben  Counties,  N.  Y.,  respectively, 
and  were  married  in  the  Empire  State.  Mr.  Park 
carried  on  the  vocations  of  farmer  and  lumberman, 
and  superintended  sawmills  and  rafted  lumber  in 
the  forests  of  his  native  State.  His  life  ended 
while  he  was  in  the  city  of  New  York,  but  his  wife 
afterward  removed  West  with  her  family,  coming 
to  Michigan  in  1855  and  settling  in  Oakland 
County.  Somewhat  later  she  removed  to  Living- 
ston County  and  made  her  home  in  Howell  Town- 
ship, where  she  lived  until  death  called  her  away. 
She  had  a  bright  family  of  three  children,  Mrs. 
Bray  ton's  brothers  being  William  F.,  of  Ingham 
County,  and  John  Q.,  of  Lansing.     Mr.  Park  was 


in  his  lifetime  an  advocate  of  the  principles  em- 
bodied in  the  declamtion  of  the  Whig  party,  and 
his  wife  was  prominent  as  a  useful  and  active  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Church. 

The  father  of  Mr.  Park  was  Thomas,  and  his 
mother  was  Abigail  Farland,  both  of  Eastern  birth. 
They  had  a  family  of  nine  children  who  grew  up 
on  the  farm  to  man's  and  woman's  estate.  The 
parents  of  Mi-s.  Park  were  Ransom  and  Patience 
(Britten)  Coates,  both  New  Yorkei*8.  Mr.  Coates 
was  a  merchant  who  came  to  Michigan  in  1855, 
and  settled  in  Oakland  County,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming,  and  at  the  time  of  his  de^th  was  in 
Wayne  County.  He  had  a  family  of  nine  children, 
and  while  living  in  the  East  was  a  man  of  consid- 
erable official  importance. 

Seven  children  have  blessed  the  home  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bi-ayton,  and  of  this  number  the  eldest, 
Carrie,  has  married.  The  names  of  the  others 
are  Hermia  E.,  Ira  E.,  Mary  E.,  William  P.,  Claude 
A.  and  Ivy  L.  Carrie  is  now  Mrs.  J.  C.  Pell, 
and  she  has  had  four  lovely  children — Hazel  V., 
Audrey  J.,  Burt  G.  and  Bray  ton,  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Her  home  is  upon  a  farm  in  Howell  Town- 
ship.  The  four  daughters  have  artistic  talents 
which  they  have  developed,  and  their  skill  and 
taste  are  well  known  and  highly  appreciated  by 
their  friends,  and  to  all  the  family  has  been  given 
musical  talent,  which  has  aided  greatly  in  adding 
to  the  attractions  of  their  happy  home,  and  to  their 
usefulness  as  members  of  society.  A  fine  grade  of 
horses,  cattle  and  sheep  is  to  be  found  upon  this 
fine  farm,  and  its  proprietor  is  considered  one  of 
the  most  prominent  and  reliable  farmers  in  Liv- 
ingston Count3\ 


ifc-^ 


•^^ 


•$#^ 


n4  is^|^,<^i 


'^l^OHN  DUNNING.  A  life  well  spent  and 
duties  well  performed  deserve  a  serene  and 
happy  recess  in  the  afternoon  of  life,  pre- 
parative for  the  greater  aetiveity  to  iK^gin  in 
the  other  dawning.  Our  subject  has  retired  from 
the  active  labor  incident  to  farm  life,  having  for 
vears  been  a  successful  merchant  in  Unadilla  Town- 
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ship,  Livingston  County.  He  is  a  son  of  Jacob 
and  Martha  (Taylor)  Dunning,  the  former  a  native 
of  Connecticut  and  a  farmer  by  calling,  who  was  a 
loyal  and  brave  soldier  in  the  Continental  army 
in  the  War  of  1812.  Our  subject's  mother  was  a 
native  of  New  York  State,  having  been  bom  near 
Auburn.  She  died  in  1828  and  her  husband  in 
1833.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  five 
of  whom  are  still  living. 

John  Dunning  was  born  June  2,  1812,  in  the 
township  of  Byron,  Genesee  County,  X.  Y.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  that  county,  enjoying  in  his 
boyhood  but  limited  advantages  as  regards  educa- 
tion. He  was  reared  on  a  fai-m  and  when  about 
twenty  years  of  age  his  father  gave  him  his  time 
and  he  hired  out  bv  the  month  to  the  nearest  far- 
mer.  At  the  small  wages  of  ^12  i)er  month  he 
thus  worked  until  twenty-three  yeai-sof  age,  saving 
what  he  could,  and  in  the  fall  of  1885  he  came  to 
Michigan  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  the  townshij)  of  Waterloo.  Jackson 
Countv,  and  then  went  back  to  New  York.  In  the 
spring  of  1837  he  came  to  Michigan  to  stny. 

Goinjjf  to  Dexter,  Washtenaw  Countv,  our  sub- 
ject  worked  for  a  month  for  his  lx)ard  and  then 
went  to  work  for  Church  «\r  Nort<)n,  peddling  fan- 
ning mills  through  the  country,  continuing  U>  be 
thus  occupied  for  five  years,  during  which  time 
the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Norton  A^  Wakenian. 
At  the  expiration  of  his  service  here  he  was  en- 
gaged for  three  years  in  Dexter  as  a  clerk  and  then 
went  into  business  for  himself  at  Reeves  Mills, 
March  1,  184G.  The  following  December  he  moved 
his  stock  to  the  village  of  Unadilla  and  continued 
in  the  merchandise  business,  carrying  a  general 
stock  until  18H1,  having  an  experience  in  this  line 
extending  over  thirtv-eight  vears.  Since  the 
al_M>ve  mentioned  time  our  subject  has  been  in  no 
active  business. 

In  March,  181(),  the  oriirinal  of  our  sketch  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Hettie  Howell,  a  native 
of  New  Jersey  who  came  to  Michigan  when  a  child. 
Thev  settled  in  Dexter  in  183.')-.SG.  Mrs.  Dunning 
died  August  12,  I8()().  She  was  the  mother  of 
two  children,  one  of  whom  is  still  living,  a  daugh- 
ter. Flora,  the  wife  of  A.  11.  Watson  aad  lives  near 
Unadilla.     She    lias   three   children,   all    boys,  of 


whom  our  subject  is  very  proud.  Two  of  the  boys 
are  now  attending  the  High  School  at  Ionia.  Our 
subject  was  again  married  in  1870  to  Miss  Susan 
Doty,  a  native  of  Penns3ivauia.  She  died  in  1882 
without  issue.  Not  belonging  to  any  church,  Mr. 
Dunning  has  for  years  been  a  supporter  of  two 
churches  in  l^nadilla.  He  has  alwavs  taken  an 
active  interest  in  |>olitics,  being  an  ardent  Repiil»- 
lican.  His  first  vote  was  cast  in  1836,  for  Pix^si- 
dent  on  the  Whig  ticket. 

Although  nearly  eighty  years  of  age,  he  of  whom 
we  write  still  enjoys  good  health  and  has  a  robust 
constitution.  He  has  always  been  tempemte  in  his 
habits  and  a  man  of  unexceptional  morals.  He 
now  makes  his  home  with  his  onl\  daughter.  Our 
subject,  having  a  large  capital,  makes  a  handsome 
income  by  loaning  money.  He  owns  stock  in  the 
Detroit  (iaslight  Company,  has  stock  in  the  bank 
in  that  citv  and  is  also  interested  in  a  bank  at 
Arkansas  Citv,  Kan. 


HS.  LOriSA  SCOFIELD,  one  of  the  rep- 
restMitative  pioneer  women  of  Loc-ke  Town- 
ship, Ingham  Countv,  making  her  home  on 
section  .S,  was  born  in  Niagara  County.  N. 
v..  June  17,  IHU;.  Her  father,  Israel  (t.  Atkins, 
was  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  her  mother, 
Fannie  Knight,  was  born  in  New  York.  Her 
father  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and  her 
maternal  grandfather  served  under  Washington  in 
the  Kevolutionarv  AVar. 

AVhen  still  a  small  child  our  subject  removed 
with  her  parents  to  Erie  Countv,  N.  Y.,  and  was 
there  reared  to  womanhood,  l>eing  given  thorough 
training  in  both  book  lore  and  domestic  science. 
It  was  upon  the  1st  of  May,  1838,  that  J^he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  St<»phen  Scofield,  who 
was  born  in  New  York  in  1809,  and  was  a  son  of 
Josiah  and  Klizabeth  Scofield.  He  had  grown  to 
manhood  in  his  native  Stat<5  and  was  a  man  of 
fair  education,  yet  pmctically  a  self-made  man. 
Bv  him  she   had   five  children,  four  of  whom  are 
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living,  namely:  Grace, the  wife  of  Lewis  Bridger,  of 
Shiawassee  County ;  Ellen,  wife  of  S.  F.  Smith,  Mayor 
of  Owosso;  Henry  W.,  who  lives  in  Ixxjke  Town- 
ship; Marian,  wife  of  Arthur  Watkins,  of  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  Israel  G.,  who  died  in  a  hospital 
at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  while  servina:  his  country  dur- 
ing  the  Civil  War. 

In  1842  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scofteld  migrated  to 
Ingham  C'ounty,  Mich.,  and  here  settled  upon  the 
farm  where  Mrs.  Scofteld  now  resides.  Like  most 
pioneei's  who  made  their  homes  in  this  unbroken 
forest  they  had  hardships  and  privations  to  en- 
c^ouuter.  They  first  erected  a  log  house  and  in 
that  resided  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
The  present  attractive  residence  was  built  by  Mr. 
Scofteld  and  he  did  a  great  amount  of  piimeer  work. 
He  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and  served  his 
township  for  some  time  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
He  departed  this  life  Octol)er  9,  1869,  respected  by 
all  who  knew  him,  and  in  his  death  the  county  lost 
one  of  her  best  citizens. 

The  widow  of  Mr.  Scofteld  resides  upon  the  val- 
uable estate  which  he  left  to  his  family,  and  in  her 
advanced  years  she  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  a  life 
well  spent  in  usefulness,  and  is  sun^ounded  by 
friends  and  neighboi-s  who  prize  her  character. 
She  is  identifted  with  the  UniversalivSt  Church  and 
has  ever  l)een  a  valued  member  of  church  and  so- 
cial circles. 


j^  ()L.  JOHN  A.  SHANNON.  Although  of 
.,  alien  ancestry,  our  subject  and  the  family 
^.'  to  which  he  belongs  have  been  conspicu- 
ous for  the  services  they  have  rendered  their 
country,  i>oth  m  the  Colonial  times  and  during 
the  more  recent  strife  between  the  North  and  South. 
Now  living  a  quiet,  ])ucolic  life  upon  his  farm  on 
section  10,  Vevay  Township,  Ingliam  County,  he 
whose  portrait  appears  on  the  opposite  page  was 
born  in  Wyandot  County,  Ohio,  on  the  banks  of 
the  Tymochtee  Creek,  October  19,  1826.  He  is  the 
son  of  Joseph  C.  and  Ruth  (Allgire)  Shann<m. 
The  father  was  born   in    Ireland  and  was  a  son  of 


Patrick  and  Elizabeth  (Shepherd)   Shannon,   na- 
tives of  County  Donegal,  Ireland. 

Our  subject's  grandfather,  Patrick  Shannon, 
came  to  America  a  short  time  before  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  espousing  the  cause  of  his  adopted 
country,  did  good  service  in  that  war.  He  served 
under  the  direct  command  of  Washington  and 
was  with  him  in  that  winter  that  will  ever  be 
memorable  in  American  his^tory,  which  was  spent 
in  terrible  suffering  at  Valley  Forge.  He  was  a 
man  of  large  means,  but  his  great  heart  could  not 
endure  the  sight  of  suffering  that  could  be  re- 
lieved by  his  pocket  book,  and  he  spent  his^sub- 
stance  in  relieving  the  necessities  of  the  soldiei*s, 
so  that  when  the  war  was  over  he  was  left  with 
very  little.  With  his  wife  he  then  retiimed  to  Ire- 
land for  a  short  time  to  settle  their  property  and 
convert  it  into  money.  It  was  while  they  were  oh 
that  trip  that  our  subject's  father,  Joseph  Cresap 
Shannon,  was  bora.  The  grandfather  then  came 
back  to  America  and  settled  in  Kentucky,  where 
his  son  was  reared,  and  whence  he  enlisted  as  a 
soldier  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  being  a  non-com- 
missioned otlicer  therein.  After  that  war  was  over, 
Joseph  C.  Shannon  apprenticed  himself  to  a  tanner 
in  Fayette  County,  Ohio,  and  remained  with  him 
for  two  yeare.  During  his  apprenticeship  he  be- 
came acquainted  with  our  subject's  mother,  who 
was  a  native  of  Fairfteld  County,  Ohio,  and  they 
were  married  before  a  great  while. 

After  the  marriage  of  our  subject's  father  he 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  work  upon  his  father- 
in-law's  farm  for  a  few  years  and  then  located  in 
Wyandot  C*ounty,  where  he  entered  land  and 
also  built  a  tannery.  At  the  time  of  the  birth  of 
our  subject  his  parents'  nearest  neighlx)r  lived  at 
a  distance  of  two  miles.  Joseph  C.  Shannon  liecame 
so  popular  with  the  Wyandot  tribe  that  they 
conferred  upon  him  the  unusual  honor  of  making 
him  a  chief.  He  attended  their  council  meetings, 
and  the  fact  that  he  was  so  favored  proved  to  l)e 
a  great  protection  to  him  and  his  family.  Our 
subject  has  inherited  the  title  of  chief  in  the  Wy- 
andot tribe,  and  is  to-day  entitled  to  that  dis- 
tinction. 

Joseph  C.  Shannon  latei  removed  to  Ft.  Findlay, 
Ohio,  where  he  started  a  store.     lie  was  afterward 
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elected  County-  Auditor,  and  was  serving  in  that 
capacity  when  he  dropped  dead  on  the  ground 
which  is  now  used  as  the  cemetery  in  Findiay, 
Oliio.  Ili8  decease  (Kx;urred  in  May,  1836,  and  his 
body  lie-*  interred  in  that  cemetery.  It  was  n 
memorable  and  terrible  occasion  for  our  subject, 
who  was  with  liis  father  at  the  time  of  his  death. 
His  mother  had  died  in  1828,  and  is  interred  in 
Wyandot  County.  His  fatlier  was  after  that 
twice  married.  There  were  three  children  by  the 
tii-st  marriage.  By  the  second  marriage  there  was 
one  son,  C.  C.  Shannon,  now  deceased,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  late  war.  He  left  several  children. 
By  the  third  marriage  there  were  three  children,  two 
daughters  who  died  in  youth,  and  one  son  by  name* 
Hiram  Strother  Sliannon,  a  silversmith  by  tmde;  lie 
lives  in  Minerva,  Ohio,  where  he  ke«ps  an  hotel. 
The  immediate  branch  of  the  family  to  which  our 
subbject  belongs  comprises,  beside^  himself,  n  sis- 
ter, Sarah  E.,  who  married  David  l^ongshore,  and 
and  whose  home  is  now  in  Iowa.  Our  subject's 
bi*otlier,  C'apt.  Joseph  O.  Shannon,  who  now  rc'^idc'i 
in  Nebi*aska,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  the  Kc- 
l^ellion. 

As  a  boy  l>etween  the  ages  of  six  and  ten,  our 
subject  spent  many  days  with  the  Wyandot  In- 
dians. He  learned  their  customs  and  aNo  became 
familiar  with  their  language.  Being  a  favorite 
with  the  braves,  he  was  taught  to  use  the  bow  and 
arrow  with  the  skill  and  expeitness  of  ono  of  their 
oun  tribe,  lie  went  with  them  on  two  memorable 
iournevs  to  Ft.  Wayne  and  Detroit.      lie  was  onlv 

•f  •  •  • 

ten  yeai-s  of  age  or  thereabouts  when  his  father's 
death  (Krurred,  and  was  after  that  sad  event  sent 
to  live  with  his  mother's  sister,  a  Mi*s.  liachael 
Murphy,  of  Delaware  County,  Ohio.  With  her  he 
made  his  home  until  he  was  about  sixteen  veai*s 
of  ai^e.  He  remembers  that,  as  a  bov,  it  was  far 
greater  pleasure  for  him  to  follow  the  Indians 
about,  to  hunt  and  fish,  than  to  go  to  school, 
but  while  in  Delaware  Countv  he  was  in  atten- 
dance  at  the  little  log  schoolhouse  for  about 
three  months  eiich  winter.  The  teacher  that 
he  had  must  have  adapted  himself  admirably 
to  the  temperament  of  his  little  pupil,  for  here 
he  became  fond  of  his  studies,  and  so  great  a 
reader  that  it  was  his  delight  to  lie  in  front  of  the 


blazing  logs  in  the  fireplace  and  devour  anything 
that  came  within  his  reach.  At  the  age  of  sixleeii 
he  successfully  passed  an  examination  and  received 
a  license  to  teach.  His  career  as  a  teacher  began 
immediately,  and  for  his  services  he  received  $10 
I^er  month  during  the  first  term.  He  afterward  at- 
tended (iranville  College,  in  Licking  County,  Ohio, 
until  his  senior  year,  managing  to  teach  at  the  same 
time  during  vacations.  He  had,  however,  over-esti- 
mated the  strain  that  his  constitution  could  endure, 
for  his  health  failed  him  and  he  was  obligfKl  to  leave 
school.  His  college  course  up  to  that  time  had 
been  paid  for  by  working  upon  the  farm  connected 
with  that  institution  and  also  by  teaching,  which 
he  followetl  for  nine  years. 

In  1850,  when  about  twentv-three  or  twentv- 
four  years  of  age,  Mr.  Shannon,  having  I'ecently 
l)een  converted,  became  a  Methodist  preacher  m 
the  North  Ohio  Conference.  Those  were  days  of 
the  itinerancy,  when  a  preacher  traveled  about  on 
horseback,  carrying  with  him  onlv  what  he  could 
take  in  hi^  ssiddlelwigs,  and  when,  there  being 
comparatively  few  churches  in  the  country,  the 
schoolhouses  or  private  ie>idences  were  the  places 
of  meeting.  He  traveled  all  over  Northwestern 
Ohio,  and  was  stationed  in  Toledo  for  a  vear,  al- 
though  his  first  year  was  spent  in  Bryan,  Williams 
Countv.     He  was  at  Fostoria  for  two  yeai-s. 

On  March  2(5,  lrtr)4,  Mr.  Shannon  was  married 
to  Miss  Lucy  M.  liassett,  of  (ilrand  Rapids,  Ohio. 
Their  marriage  was  celebrated  in  AVood  Countv. 
The  lady  was  lK)rn  in  Frie  County,  Ohio.  Febru- 
ary 15,  lH.*i2.  By  this  marriage  there  have  l>een 
born  four  children,  whose  names  are:  Anna  A., 
Lillian  K.,  Alpheus  (^.  and  Katie.  The  eldest 
daughter  was  born  in  Waterville,  Lucas  County, 
Ohio,  June  29,  1855.  She  married  Otto  Caple  and 
they  live  in  Vevay  Township,  Ingham  County. 
Their  children  are:  Harry,  who  was  boni  in  Indi- 
ana, .August  21,1877;  Lillie  K.,  born  in  Indiana 
April  1,  I87i>:  .lohn  A.,  born  in  Vevay  Township, 
Ingham  County,  April  2,  1885,  and  Ruth,  also 
born  in  this  township.  January  9,  1887.  The  sec- 
ond daughtiT.  Lillian  K.,  lM)rn  March  4,  1860,  in 
Fostoria,  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  married  Edward 
B.  Caple  January  19,  1887,  and  livi^s  on  section 
10,  of  this  township.     Alpheus  G.,  born   in   Ohio 
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in  1862,  died  in  February,  1866.     Katie,  who  was 
bom  in  1873,  died  in  that  same  year. 

In  Wood  County,  Ohio,  our  subject  became  con- 
nected with  the  military  committee  that  made  its 
headquarters  at  Perrysburg,  Ohio.  His  talent  in 
speech  making  was  in  requisition,  as  he  made  an 
apppeal  for  volunteers  throughout  the  State.  He 
himself  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundredth  Ohio  Infan- 
try, Companj^  A,  and  was  made  Captain  of  the 
Company.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Wilson's  Creek, 
Mo.,  in  1861,  before  he  had  become  a  soldier,  and 
his  patriotism  taking  fire,  he  seized  a  musket  and 
entered  the  thick  of  the  fight.  He  now  says  that 
he  wanted  to  prove  whether  he  was  brave  enough 
to  stand  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  After  enter- 
ing the  army  in  1862,  he  was  assigned  to  the 
Armv  of  the  Ohio,  and  was  under  Bumside's 
command,  having  received  his  commission  as  Cap- 
tain July  15,  1862.  His  services  having  received 
honorable  mention,  he  was  promoted  by  Gov.  Tod 
to  the  rank  of  Major,  May  13,  1863.  He  had 
studied  civil  engineering  and  was  enabled  to  as- 
sist O.  M.  Poe,  now  living  in  Detroit,  in  laying 
out  the  fortifications  at  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Previous  to  this  Mr.  Shannon  had  been  detached 
from  the  regiment  and  was  on  Gen.  Burnside's 
staff,  but  while  engaged  on  the  work  of  the  forti- 
fication he  was  transferred  to  the  staff  of  (ien.  Till- 
son.  After  the  plans  for  this  work  were  com- 
pleted, he  was  ordered  to  take  charge  of  their 
construction  according  to  the  specifications  that 
had  been  made.  To  relieve  the  troops  that  were 
worn  with  excessive  duty  he  was  ordered  to  era- 
ploy  negro  labor  in  constructing  the  fortifications 
and  January  6,  1864,  he  received  an  order  to  or- 
ganize a  regiment  of  colored  heavy  artillery.  The 
regiment  was  to  consist  of  twelve  companies  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men  each.  It  received  the 
name  of  the  First  United  States  Colored  Heavy 
Artillery,  and  our  subject  was  appointed  its  Col- 
onel. As  is  so  frequently  the  case  where  worth 
and  merit  receive  their  reward  and  promotion, 
our  subject  was  not  spared  the  pain  of  jealous 
shafts.  Gen.  Tillson  did  all  he  could  to  belittle 
his  work  and  loyalty,  but  our  subject  came  out  of 
the  affair  with  flj-ing  eoloi*s  and  was  promoted  to 
the  position  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ma\   11,  1864, 


and  to  the  rank  of  Colonel  November  4,  1864. 
On  January  15,  1865,  while  in  the  line  of  duty, 
our  subject's  horse  stumbled  and  fell,  and  roUling 
over  him,  crushed  the  bones  of  the  chest,  and  by 
this  catastrophe  he  was  ruptured  and  otherwise 
disabled.  Thus  incapacitated  for  active  work,  he 
offered  his  resignation  May  13,  1865.  It  was  ac- 
cepted, and  he  returned  to  his  home. 

Previous  to  his  entering  the  army  our  subject 
had  studied  law,  and  after  his  return  home  he  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  to  practice 
before  the  Supreme  Court  of  Ohio.  It  was  a  grati- 
fying tribute  to  his  abilit}'  as  a  man  and  an  attor- 
torney  that  so  early  in  his  career  he  should  be 
elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  Wood  County, 
Ohio.  There  he  continued  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  until  he  was  stricken  down  [with  sick- 
nesss  in  1884.  His  removal  to  his  present  home 
took  place  in  1885.  He  is  now  retired  from  act- 
ive life  and  makes  his  home  with  his  daughter. 
His  wife  still  lives  and  is  the  faithful  companion 
of  his  iays  of  trial  as  she  has  been  of  his  days  of 
success. 

In  his  experience  during  the  war,  when  there 
were  so  many  incidents  of  oppression  and  wrong 
done  by  the  soldiers  on  both  sideg,  Mr.  Shannon 
gave  a  brilliant  example  of  the  magnaminity  that 
should  ever  chai*acterize  a  true  soldier  and  a  gen- 
tleman. The  helpless  and  oppressed  never  turned 
away  from  him  without  succor  or  encouragement, 
and  offenders  against  the  weak  and  helpless  were 
most  summaril}'  dealt  with. 

The  following  letter  is  a  copy  of  an   order  by 

our  subject  to  one  of  the  *iouthem  men  wlio  had 

in  his  i)ossession  a  little  negro  boy,  whose  mother 

was  verv  desirous  to  have  him: 

**Hi>QR8.  FoRA<;iN<T  Expedition, 

Atchleys  Mill,  Sevier  Co.,  Tenn., 

January  3d,  1865. 
'*Mk.  Dn; an: — 

The  bearer,  Minnie,  desires  to  get  possession  of 
1  her  little  boy,  Frank.  I  regard  her  claim  as  better 
j  founded  than  youi-s.  She  wishes  to  send  her  boy 
I  school.  You,  I  understand,  have  said  that  no 
I  Yankees,  or  others,  should  take  him.  If  she  is  not 
'  allowed  peaceful  possession  of  her  own  child,  1 
shall  send  and  take  him  by  force  of  arras.'' 

(Signed)         John  A.  Shannon, 
Col.  Comdg.   Foraging  Expedition. 
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RANK  A.  Bl'RKHART.  Among  the  sons 
of  the  Empire  State  who  have  by  their  lives 
of  integrity,  enterprise  and  success  in  Mich- 
igan brought  ci*edit  upon  lM)th  the  State  of  tlieii* 
birth  and  the  State  of  tlieir  adoption,  we  are  pleased 
to  make  mention  of  Mr.  Burkhart,  who  was  t>orn  in 
i)eceml)er,  1852,  in  Monroe  (\mnty,  N.  Y.  llis 
honored  parents,  Henry  and  Lydia  (Hagedorn) 
liurkhart,  removed  to  this  State  when  he  was  an 
infant  of  one  year,  and  brought  him  with  them. 

Our  subject  was  brought  up  ujx>n  his  father's 
farm  and  received  an  ordinarv  district-school  edu- 
cation,  which,  although  not  broad  in  its  scope  was 
thorough  in  its  drill,  and  gave  him  an  excellent 
foundation  for  future  attainments  and  a  good  prep- 
aration for  the  work  of  life.  L'pon  attaining  hi> 
majority  the  young  man  started  out  for  himself, 
farming  fifty  acres  of  land  on  section  88,  Cohoctali 
Township,  Livingston  County,  where  he  still  re- 
sides. This  has  lK*en  his  home  with  the  exception 
of  six  veal's,  from  April.  1884.  to  Aj>ril.  18iM).  when 
he  was  carrying  on  a  grcK'ery  and  provision  busi- 
ness in  Howell,  after  which  time  he  returned  to  the 
farm. 

In  the  spring  of  1871  Mr.  lUnkhart  purchnx'd 
eighty  acres  of  timber  land  adjoining  hi^  prop- 
erty on  the  north,  and  of  that  he  ht\>  cleared 
sixtv  acres  and  has  since  added  to  it  fortv  acre> 
more.  In  188;")  he  bought  one  hundred  acres  on 
section  28,  in  the  Township  of  Howell,  most  of 
which  is  now  improved.  Thi>  pi'(>perty  has  been 
iiained  by  his  own  endeavors,  and  in  addition  Mr. 
Hurkhart  owns  a  house  and  lot  in  Howell. 

('arlie(i.  Allison  was  the  name  in  maidenhood 
ot  the  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  united 
in  marriage  August  1(5.  1874.  This  intelligent  and 
interoting  lady  was  ])oni  in  the  township  of  I*ut- 
nam.this  county,  March  HJ.  18r)7.  She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  .James  and  Dorothy  (Ilines)  Alli.on.  who  re- 
sided at  Pincknev.  where  Mr.  Allison  followed  the 
double  calliuii  of  a  miller  and  a  fanner.  The  three 
children  who  survive  of  the  live  who  blessed  this 
home  are  Addie  H..  (laud  A.  and  Kthel.  Mrs. 
Burkhart  has  lx»en  a  member  of  the  .Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  since  she  was  twelve  years  old 
and  she  is  active  in  the  service. 

The  native  home  <>f  Mr.  .Vllison   was  in  Oranire 
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County,  N.  Y.,  and  his  natal  day  May  7,  i  878.  He 
was  but  eight  years  old  when  his  father  died  and 
he  then  lived  with  an  uncle,  George  Reeves,  and 
came  with  him  to  Pinckney  about  the  year  1834. 
In  188()  he  assisted  his  uncle  build  Reeves*  Mill 
and  he  continued  to  reside  in  Pinckney  until  his 
death  which  <K*curi*ed  June  1,  1864.  He  left  a 
widow  and  f\ve  children.  His  two  sons  and  three 
daughters  are  now  living  but  his  wife  died  Septem- 
l)er  17,  1879,  at  the  age  of  fifty  years,  having  l)een 
Ixmi  March  8,  1825,  in  Ticonder(>ga  County,  N.  Y. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  W.  Hines,  a  blacksmith,  who 
came  to  Washtenaw  County  in  1828,  and  later 
came  to  Iosco  Township,  Livingston  County. 
lames  Allison  was  the  son  of  William  Allison,  who 
wjis  born  April  5,  1791,  in  Omnge  County.  N.  Y., 
and  his  wife.  Sarah  Roe,  who  was  horn  February  3. 
189;").  She  brought  him  five  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ter.^.    The  family  is  of  Irish  origin. 

l'pon  the  line  farm  of  Mr.  Burkhart  a  specialty 
is  made  of  the  raising  of  Merino  sheep,  and  a  fine 
llo(  k  may  be  seen  there  in  good  condition  and  well 
cared  f<u'.  Mr.  Burkhart  is  a  man  whose  intelli- 
gence and  judgment  is  respected  by  his  neighlH>rs, 
and  in  his  political  views  he  affiliates  with  the 
Wepublican  party,  but  he  caras  nothing  for  office 
and  has  never  sought  the  political  arena,  preferring 
the  I  njoyinents  of  Inmie  life  and  the  pleasure  to 
be  found  \\\um  the  farm. 


'^9^ 
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■^^HILO  STHKKT.     Nowhere  in   the   township 
of  Tvrone    and    s^'arcelv   in   the  count v  of 

•  •  • 

Livingston  can  a  home  l»e  found  more  at- 
tractive and  delightful  than  that  of  ^Ir.  and 
Mrs.  l*hilo  Street,  and  in  this  fact  we  have  again 
a  proof  thiit  physical  ability  is  not  the  prime  fac- 
tor in  the  attainment  of  dcmiestic  order,  comfort 
and  delight,  for  the  cultured  and  thoughtful 
woman  who  pre>ide>  over  that  Inmie  has  been  in- 
capacitated foi'  more  than  twenty  years  from  ac- 
tive work,  yet  she  has  made  a  success  of  her  home. 
Philo  Street  is  a  son  of  Stephen  B.  and  Sallie 
(Way)  Street.     His  father  was  bom  October    12. 
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1806,  near  Hartford,  Conn.  At  the  age  of  four 
years  he  lost  his  father  and  after  that  time  he 
lived  among  strangers.  Upon  attaining  his  ma- 
jority he  removed  to  Darien,  Erie  County,  N.  Y., 
and  there  engaged  in  peddling  and  farming,  and 
also  bought  and  sold  stock.  In  the  spring  of  1881) 
he  came  by  lake  to  the  Wolverine  State,  and  made 
his  home  on  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
on  section  17,  Tyrone  Township,  this  county. 
From  this  forest  land  he  cleai-ed  the  ti'ees,  and 
upon  it  he  raised  fine  crops  and  continued  to  live 
here  until  his  death,  June  7,  1868. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  Republican  in 
his  political  views,  and  especially  active  in  the 
promotion  of  the  interests  of  his  i)arty  during  the 
Civil  War.  He  served  Jis  Justice  of  the  Peac*e  foi* 
some  time  and  began  life  with  little  means  except 
his  innate  abilities  and  character.  His  marriage 
took  place  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  to  him  and 
his  wife  Sallie  were  Inyrn  ten  children,  three  of 
whom  were  taken  from  their  arms  by  death  dur- 
ing  childluMxl,  and  seven  lived  to  older  years. 
They  weit*  named:  Ph<ebe.  Prudie,  Philo,  Henry, 
Sarah,  Hiram  and  Etta. 

February  2,  1888,  was  ^\w  natal  day  of  Philo 
Street,  who  was  born  near  Darien,  N.  Y.  He  was 
two  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  this  State  with 
his  parents.  He  grew  up  upon  the  farm  where  he 
now  resides,  and  received  the  ordinary  advantages 
of  the  district  school.  He  was  twenty-three  years 
old  when  he  began  farming  for  himself,  and  his 
first  efforts  were  in  working  b}'  the  month  and  on 
shares  for  others.  He  now  owns  eighty  acres  of 
the  old  homestead,  to  which  he  has  added  fifty 
acres  more,  and  uixm  his  farm  he  has  placed  a 
comfortable  handsome  house,  and  most  excellent 
and  commodious  bams.  The  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party  commend  themselves  to  the  judg- 
ment of  Mr.  Street,  and  he  is  also  strongly  in 
favor  of  prohibitory  action  in  regard  to  the  salt* 
of  intoxicating  liquoi>. 

The  happy  married  life  of  this  gentlemaii  be- 
gan March  10,  1862,  and  his  bride  was  Martha  L., 
daughter  of  Amos  and  Lovisa- (Brooks)  lX*xter. 
This.  lady,  was  .born  in  Tyrone  Township,  March 
9,  1839,  and  her  parents  are  natives  of  Chili,  Mon- 
roe County,  N.  Y.     They  came  to  Michigan  in  the 


fall  of  1 838,  and  lived  there  until  the  death  of 
.Mr.  Dexter,  March  26,  1879.  The  religious  pro- 
clivities of  Amos  Dexter  were  in  the  direction  of 
the  Protestant  Methodist  Church,  but  later  in  life 
he  l)ecame  a  Free  Methodist.  His  wife  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  county  as  himself,  and  having 
reared  to  maturity  four  sons  and  eight  daughtei*s 
she  passed  her  last  days  in  Tyi-one  Township,  Liv- 
ingston County,  this  State. 

Mr.  and  Mi*s.  Street  are  active  and  devoted 
meml)ers  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  they 
have  brought  up  their  one  daughter,  Stella,  who 
is  now  Mrs.  J.  M.  Becker,  in  this  faith.  Mi*s. 
Street  was  thrown  from  a  wagon  by  a  runaway 
team  in  June,  1870,  and  was  seriously  injured,  the 
lower  joint  of  the  spine  l)eing  broken.  She  was 
a  confirmed  invalid  thi-ee  years  and  has  never  en- 
joyed  good  health  nor  been  able  to  labor  much 
since  that  disaster  overtiK)k  her.  She  is  |K>sse8aed 
of  many  natural  talent*  and  is  much  above  the 
average  in  intelligence  and  refinement.  Being  of 
an  active  mind,  she  could  not  be  content  in  idle- 
ness, and  during  the  pa.st  eight  yeai-s  she  has  em- 
ployed her  time  and  talent**  quit4»  profitably  as  a 
taxadermist.  She  now  possesses  one  of  the  most 
valual)le  private  c*ollection  of  birds  in  the  county, 
and  deserves  great  credit  for  her  labor.  The  sjHJci- 
mens  of  her  mounted  birds  and  fowls  attest  her 
skill  and  are  of  great  interest  U)  all  students  of 
natui-al  history. 


^•^^  ^  l@;*®l  ^  M 


-».» 
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AVH)  V.  SMITH  is  a  general  farmer,  liv- 
]fi  ing  upon  two  hundred  and  forty-five 
acres  in  Meridian  and  Alaiedon  Townships. 
He  was  lK>rn  in  Schoharie  County,  near 
Middleburg,  N.  Y.,  June  6,  1834.  His  father,  Eli 
Smith,  was  born  in  the  same  place  in  1806,  and 
was  also  a  farmer.  In  1837  he  moved  into  Wash- 
tenaw County  and  there  remained  for  a  few  veai*s 
and  in  1840  came  to  Ingham  County  and  settled 
in  Alaiedon  Township  on  what  is  now  known  as 
the  Perry  Stevens  farm. 

During    Ihe    seven    yt^ars    Eli    Smith    remained 
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upon  his  farm  in  Ingham  County  he  made  a  num- 
l)er  of  improvements  upon  the  place.  At  that 
time  there  were  but  few  settlers  in  the  township. 
From  tliat  place  they  moved  into  Clinton  County 
and  there  remained  for  eight  j^eai-s.  Thence  he 
went  to  Shiawassee  County  where  the  father  died 
in  1885.  Our  subject's  mother,  Sally  (Scranton) 
Smith,  was  a  native  of  New  York,  she  died  in 
Alaiedon  Township  in  November,  1851.  Oursulj- 
ject's  grandfather,  Noah  Smith,  was  a  native  of 
Ncfw  York,  and  a  farmer  by  occupati(m.  This 
branch  of  the  Smith  family  is  of  English  and 
Scotch  ancestrv. 

« 

.  During  his  younger  days  David  helped  with  the 
farm  and  attended  the  district  school  when  an 
opportunity  presented  itself.  At  the  age  of  eight- 
een he  commenced  taking  care  of  himself,  working 
as  a  day  laborer  until  he  was  twenty-eight  years 
old.  At  that  time  the  auspicious  event  of  his  mar- 
riage occurred.  Their  wedding  was  celebrated 
April  14,  1863.  Our  subject's  bride  was  Miss 
Lydia  Jane  Holden,  daughter  of  Tobias  llolden,  a 
farmer  and  mechanic  of  Alaiedon  Township.  She 
was  born  January  13,  1838,  in  Dearborn.  Wayne 
County,  this  State.  Her  father  was  foreman  of 
the  mechanics  and  carpentei*s  who  constructed  the 
fort  at  Detroit.  He  was  born  in  Schoharie  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  1806,  and  died  in  his  eighty-third  year. 
'I'lie  Hrst  Americiin  ancestor,  Randall  llolden.  came 
to  the  I  nited  States  and  settled  in  Norwich,  K.  I., 
in  1642.  The  coat  of  arms  is  rstill  in  the  possession 
of  the  family.  Mrs.  Smith's  mother  wavS,  In^fore 
her  marriage,  Harriet  Lewis.  Her  decease  occur- 
red in  1862.  She  was  a  cousin  of  William  C. 
Bouck  who  was  (Governor  of  New  York  in  1786. 
Mrs.  David  Smith  was  educated  in  the  Detroit 
public  schools  and  is  a  lady  of  refinement  and  cul- 
ture and  ha^  a  decided  talent  in  the  composition 
of  metrical  literature.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have 
been  blest  with  two  children. 

Th(»  son  and  daughter  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  by  name  Ida  May  and  Lewis 
H.  res|>cctively.  The  former  was  born  October  6. 
1864.  She  married  Charles  C.  Case  who  now  lives 
in  the  State  of  Washington;  they  have  one  child 
— Robbie,  who  is  four  years  old.  Lewis  IT.,  a 
farmer    in    Alaiedon    Township,   who  was  boi'n 


May  13,  1868,  married  Flora  Webster  of  Pine 
I^ake;  thev  also  have  one  child,  Ida  Pearl.  Mr. 
Smith  is  a  meml)er  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  be- 
longing to  Blue  lx)dge  No.  252,  of  Okemos.  He 
is  also  a   Roval  Arch   Mason  of  the   Wiiliamston 

ft- 

Chapter.  Politically  he  is  an  enthusiastic  I>emo- 
crat  and  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
county  affairs.  He  is  now  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  very  hospitable  people  and 
are  representatives  of  that  class  whose  pleasure  is 
in  making  this  world  a  happier  and  brighter  abode. 


I  •-  ■•■  ■•-  ■•- 
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ILHERT  CrSHMAN.  A  general  farmer  on 
st»ctions  {)  and  10,  Mr.  Cushmanhas  learned 
the  secrets  of  nature  and  science  so  thor- 
oughly as  to  insure  success  in  his  dealings  with  these 
llckle  deities.  1  lis  farm  comprises  one  hundred  and 
forty  acres  which  is  fair,  arable  land.  Our  subject 
was  born  in  Dexter,  Washtenaw  County,  this  State. 
DecemlKM*  'if),  18,S6.  He  is  a  man  of  Charles  Cush- 
man  who  was  a  native  of  Putnam  County,  N.  Y., 
there  born  in  1792.  He  was  a  farmer  and  black- 
smith and  came  to  Michigan  when  a  young  man» 
j)urchasing  a  farm  north  of  I^nsing  in  DeWitt 
Township,  Clinton  County.  Tie  wa«5  one  of  the 
first  settlers  in  that  township  and  there  died  in  his 
sixty-third  year. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  remained    under  the 

I  parental  roof  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age, 
during  which  time  he  attended  the  country  .school 
and  assisted  in  the  work  of  the  farm.  His  health 
failing  him  at  that  time,  he  went  to  CaHfornia, 
where  he  remained  for  two  yeai's,  during  which  he 
regained  his  health  to  a  great  extent.     On  return- 

I  ing  to  his  home  he  was  married  in  Deceml)er,  1862, 
to  Miss  Bertha  Corn  well  of  Delhi  Township.  She 
died  August  .3,  1880,  and  two  years  later,  Nov- 
ember 9,  our  subject  >vas  married  to  Olive  J03'  of 
Meridian  Township.  Two  children  were  bom  of 
this  union — Bertha  born  April  25,  1884,  and  Lena, 
June  10,  1886. 

After  the  fii^st  marriage  of  the  gentleman    of 

I   whom  Ve  are  writing,  he  movtd  to  a  farm  which  h^ 
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owned  comprising  forty  acres  near  Delta  and  there 
remained  for  three  veai*s.  He  then  sold  and  moved 
upon  an  eighty-acre  tract  near  by  where  he  re- 
mained four  yean«.  On  selling  the  place  above 
spoken  of  he  pui'cliased  his  present  farm  of  which 
there  was  only  about  twenty  acres  cleared  at  the 
ti me.  I le  has  im prov ed  th is  erecti ng  a  com f ortable 
and  conveniently  arranged  house  which  is  now 
about  seventeen  yeai*s  old.  He  has  also  added 
good  barns  and  outbuildings  and  the  place  presents 
a  neat  and  attractive  appearance.  He  has  done  a 
great  deal  of  hard  work  in  order  U>  get  his  pro- 
pert}-  in  the  shape  that  it  now  is. 

Gilbert  Cushman  is  not  connected  with  anv 
religious  iKjdy.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance  at  Okemos,  this  State,  as  is  also 
his  wife.  A  Democrat  in  politics  he  has  always 
cast  the  weight  of  his  vote  and  influence  with  that 
party,  but  has  no  ambition  to  hold  townshi])  office. 
He  and  his  wife  are  representative  people  of  the 
township  and  are  intelligent  and  refined. 

Mrs.  Cushman  was  bora  in  Oakland  County, 
Mich.,  Deceml>er  29,  1854.  When  she  was  a  small 
child  her  parents  moved  into  Meridian  Township, 
this  county.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Horace  and 
Diantha  Jov  and  her  father  now  makes  his  home 
with  her.  He  has  always  been  a  farmer.  The 
lady  was  formerly  a  teacher,  having  a  I'ecord  of 
thirteen  t^rms  successfully  discharged  in  Ingham, 
Clinton  and  Shiawassee  Countie^i.  She  also  taught 
one  term  at  Hendei-son,  Mich.,  and  wherever  she 
has  been  her  praises  as  an  educator  may  l>e  heard. 


/ 


^  B.  HOSLEY.  Many  of  the  native  sons  of 
the  Wolverine  State  are  now  active,  enter- 
prising business   men    and    farmei-s.     This 


fact,  coupled  with  the  wonderful  prasperity  and 
advances  which  have  been  made  in  every  depart- 
ment of  living,  emphasizes  the  truth  that  Michi- 
gan is  becoming  one  of  the  mature  State.*  in  the 
ei^terhood  of  commonwealths,  and  that  it  can  no 


longer  be  classed  among  the  younger  of  the  num- 
Ixji*.  Among  these  sons  who  are  thus  honoring  the 
home  of  their  birth  we  are  pleased  to  name  Mr. 
Hosley. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Deerfield 
Township,  Livingston  County,  Mich,  and  his  natal 
day  was  Februarv  20,  1845.  He  now  has  his  i-esi- 
dence  on  section  18,  Oceola  Township,  and  his 
home  has  been  in  Michigan  throughout  life,  with 
the  exception  of  four  yeai's*  i^esidence  in  Texas, 
whither  he  went  in  1884,  with  three  thousand 
head  of  sheep.  On  his  journey  he  lost  fifteen 
hundred  sheep  during  a  stormy  period  of  less  than 
nine  days,  and  the  experiment  was  a  most  disas- 
trous one  to  him  as  he  lost  in  all  some  $\  1,500. 

The    father   of  our   subject   was   born  in  New 
York  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.     His  name 
was  William  Hosley,  and  he  was   married   in  Liv- 
ingston   County,  Mich.,  to   Eliza  H.    Beac*h,  who 
lived   to   complete    seventy    years.     The   grand- 
father, Joseph  Hoslc}',  was  also  a  New  Yorker  by 
birth,  who  came  to  Michigan  in  very  early  times, 
becoming    one   of    the    pioneei's    of    Livingston 
County,  taking  up  land  on  the  section  where  our 
subject  was  born.     He  lived  to  exceed  eighty-four 
years.  Four  daughters  and  three  sons  were  granted 
to  the   parents  of  our   subject,  and  they  are  all 
living  and  have  established    homes   of  their  own, 
and  no  death  has  occurred  among  their  children. 
The   mother,   Eliza  Hosley,  was   the   first  of   the 
family    to   be  called    from    earth,  and  when    she 
passed  away  she  left  l)ehiud  her  twenty-five  gi*and- 
children  who  will  ever  cherish  her  memory. 

Mr.  Hosley  is  the  third  child  and  second  son  of 
his  parents,  and  as  he  had  his  education  in  the 
pioneer  days,  his  schooling  was  obtained  in  a  log 
schoolhouse,  after  which  he  went  to  Howard  City 
for  further  opportunities.  He  remained  with  his 
I>arents  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  on 
Christmas  Day,  1868.  His  bride,  Martha  Lawther, 
was  born  in  Howell  Township,  this  county,  Febru- 
ary 1,  1844,  and  she  was  the  fii*st-born  of  her  par- 
ents, James  and  Amarilla  (Harmen)  Lawther. 
These  were  early  pioneers  in  Michigan,  having 
come  from  their  native  homes  in  New  YOrk  and 
Connecticut  resi)ectively  to  Oenesee  County. 
Mr.  and   Mrs  Hosley  are   the  happy   parents  of 
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two  daughters  and  one  son,  and    to   all  of   them    ' 
they   are    givhig   excellent   opportunities    for    a 
liberal  and   thorou^i  educ»ation.     William  J.  is  a   , 
graduate  of  the  Ypsilanti  Business  Collej^e;   Nellie   ' 
will  be  graduated  in  the  fall  of  1891  at  Y])silanti, 
where  she  is  studying   short-hand    and  tv|R*-writ- 
ing,  although   her   previous  education   had  fitted 
her  for  teaching  in   the  district   schools,  and  she 
had  considerable   experience   in   that  line.     May, 
who  L*«  now  a  young  girl  of   thirteen,  is  still    at- 
tending schcK)!  and  under  the  parental  roof. 

Mr.  Hosier  has  a  handsome  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  which  is  well  improved,  lie  is 
a  st<K'k-buyer  and  shipper,  and  handles  from  three 
thousand  to  five  thousand  sheep  every  year.  One 
year  he  shipped  seven  thousand  to  the  Texas 
market,  Init  now  makes  Buffalo  and  Chicago  his 
objective  i>4)ints.  He  handles  the  lH»st  st<K*k  that 
(«n  l)e  found  and  is  a  first-chu*s  judge  of  th<' 
horse.  He  has  a  pair  of  Abdallah  stallions  and 
has  some  of  the  fastest  and  l)est  bred  horses  in  i 
the  county.  His  political  views  are  in  accordance 
with  the  declaraticms  of  th<*  DenuxTatic  jmrty. 
and  he  is  intelligently  interested  in  pul)lic  move- 
ment's as  he  fc»els  is  the  duty  of  every  pntri<>tic 
citizen.  For  two  years  he  was  Supervisor  of  the 
township,  and  has  held  other  oflices,  especinlly 
in  connection  with  the  schools.  He  was  also  Jus- 
tice of   the    Peace    for  eit>:ht    vcars  nnd    \\i\>  been 

CI?  K 

Town  Clerk. 


fT=^=^ 


ILHKHT  I.  SAK(;KNT.  The  beautiful  farm 
which  )»ears  the  suggestive  name  of  Maple 
\-J4  Kidge  Ka»ni.  i>  located  on  section  2«5.Handv 
T<>wiisliip.  Liviiig>ton  (onnty.  The  place  i.'<  a 
m<»(lel  of  agricultural  neatness  and  productive- 
ness, its  good  features  in  this  direction  luMug 
beautified  bv  the  taste  and  judy:nient  of  its  owner, 
who  came  to  this  ]>lace  in  1831)  with  hi>  parents 
and  grandparents.  He  now  farms  two  hundred 
acres  and  finds  that  the  best  methods  and  the  latest 
improvement^^  in  agricultural  ways  are  those  that 
bring  him  the  largest  retiirus. 
Mr.  Sargent  is  a  native  of  Rutland  County,  A't., 


1 


being  there   lM)rn  March  23,  1886.      He  is  a  son  of 
Ira   an<l  Harriet  (Hay)  Sargent,  who  wei'e  ab^o  na- 
tives i)f  Rutland  Countv,  Vt.     The   former   was  a 
ciu'penter  and  millwright  and  followed   his  calling 
until  he  came  West,  at  which  time  he  settled  on  a 
part  of  the  farm  now  owned  and  occupied  by  liu 
son.     It  was  at  that   time  heavily  timbered.     Our 
subject's    paternal    grandfather  came  West  at  the 
s'uiH*  tinu'  and  settled  in  the  same  section*  contin- 
uing to  live  there  until   his  death,  which   occurred 
in  \X7\.     His  wife  was,  prior  to  her  marriage,  Miv 
Lydia  Churchill  from  Vermont     She  pr€?cedcd  him 
to  the   U'tter  land,  passing  away  in  1862.     They 
had  a  large  family  and  each   meml)er  wss  obliged 
to  do  his  or  her  share  to  make  ends  meet.     Politi- 
cally  the  old  gentleman   was  a  Republican.     His 
son  and  our  subject's  father  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing  and    working  at   his  trade    until    his    death, 
which  took  place  in    1842.     He  was  a  Whig,     The 
wife  still  survives  and   makes   her  home  with  the 
gentleman  of  whom  we  are  writing.     She  has  at- 
tained to  a  good  old  age,  being  seventy-eight  years 
old.     Four  children   came   to  brigliten  the  house- 
hold   life:     They  are  Kmily,  now  M re.  W.  A.  l)or- 
rance,  of  Deeriield,  this  county;  our  subject;  George 
F..  of   Keokuk,   Iowa,   and    Kveivlt   I).,  of  Howell 
Township. 

(Jilbert  I.  Sargent  was  afforded  all  the  advantages 
in  an  educational  way  that  could  l)e  obtained  at 
that  early  day.  that  is.  he  learned  the  three  R's  in 
a  loir  scho(»lh<Mi>e  in  his  district  He  has  alwavs 
remained  c»n  the  farm,  after  reaching  his  majority 
taking  possession  of  the  place  to  which  he  has  since 
added  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land.  He 
has  also  other  tine  property  in  the  city  of  Howell 
where  it  is  his  intention  to  soon  erect  an  elegant 
home  and  retire  from  the  proprietorship  of  his 
farm.  Success  has  crowned  his  efforts  in  this  in- 
dustry Jind  he  has  taken  advant^ige  of  the  means 
which  he  has  t(>  enjoy  as  much  as  |>ossible  the 
pleasures  of  life,  having  traveled  quite  extensively 
and  having  learned  much  of  the  resources  of  our 
country  from  personal  ol>servation. 

"Lives  shall  not  miss  their  counterparts  and  each 
shall  meet  it^  own.*'  Mr.  Sargent  met  his  fate  in 
the  person  of  Miss  Sarah  Fotiter,  of  Iosco  Town- 
ship, this  county.     She  was  a  daughter  of  Martiu 
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R.  and  Susan  (Hallack)  Foster,  early  settlers  of  tins 
State.  Their  marriage  was  solemnized  in  January 
1862.  After  a  number  of  years  of  wedded  happi- 
ness the  wife  died  in  1879.  After  some  time  our 
subject  was  again  married  to  Miss  Belinda  Dyer, 
of  Calhoun  County,  this  State.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  Orvil  and  Lucinda  (Andrews)  Dyer,  natives  of 
New  York.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  came 
West  to  Michigan  as  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Calhoun  County.  There  they  resided  until  death 
claimed  them  for  his  own.  Mrs.  Sargent  is  the  only 
child  of  this  couple.  No  children  have  graced  the 
union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife. 

The  beautiful  farm  which  is  owned  by  Mr.  Sar- 
gent is  given  largely  to  the  raising  of  fine  stock. 
Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and  shows  his  pro- 
gressive tendencies,  however,  by  affiliating  with 
the  Patrons  of  Industry  and  the  Grange.  Of  the 
fii-st-named  body  he  has  l)een  Vice-President  and  is 
enthusiastic  over  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
masses  of  the  people  who  are  laborers.  A  generous- 
spirited  man  he  has  given  liberally  of  his  store  to 
the  upbuilding  of  churches,  schoolhouses  and  roads. 
The  farm  upon  which  he  at  present  reside.s  com- 
prises two  hundred  acre^,  and  is  represented  by  a 
view  on  another  page.  A  sojourn  in  its  pleasant 
home,  that  is  surrounded  with  trees  and  rolling 
lawns,  and  dewy  meadows,  would  be  an  ideal  one 
to  the  urban ite,  weary  of  the  daily  struggle. 
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\|^ AVID  O.  DUrrON.     This  respecaed  farmer 
I   JJi  residing  on  section  5,  Tnadilla  Township, 
Livingston  County,  is  a  son  of  David  Dut- 
""  ton,  Sr.,  a  native  of  Connecticut  who  was 

iMjrn  August  4,  1792  and  of  Vashti  I^ngdon,  who 
was  born  in  Southington,  Conn..  September  27, 
1795.  This  worthy  couple  were  married  Novem- 
ber 27,  1816,  in  Southington.  The  grandfather, 
Moses  Dutton,  of  Southington  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  and  afterward  an  officer  in  the 
State  militia.  In  his  later  vears  he  removed  his 
family  to  Chautauqua  County,  N,   Y.,  where  he 


was  a  pioneer,  and  died  in  1855,  at  the  venerable 
age  of  ninety-four  years. 

The  Dutton  family  originated  from  three  broth- 
ers who  came  to  Connecticut  from  Denmark  in  the 
early  Colonial  days.  Our  subject's  maternal  grand- 
father, Asahel  Langdon,  was  a  farmer  and  black- 
smith in  Southington  and  died  in  1852,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-six.  His  was  an  old  Connecticut  family, 
as  the  Langdons  have  been  known  since  the  found- 
ing of  the  colony.  After  marriage  David  and  Vashti 
Dutton  removed  to  Vienna,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y., 
where  they  became  pioneers  and  lived  until  1834, 
when  they  came  to  Michigan.  While  in  Oneida 
County  Mr.  Dutton  oi)efated  both  a  sawmill  and  a 
farm. 

Upon  emigrating  to  Michigan  the  Dutton  family 
settled  in  Lima  Township,  Washtenaw  County,  but 
in  1837  made  their  home  on  section  5,  Unadilla 
Township,  this  county.  It  was  then  all  wild  land 
and  after  building  a  log  cabin  the  young  man  pro- 
ceeded to  fell  the  trees  and  prepare  the  land  for 
tillage.  Red  neighbors  were  more  plentiful  than 
white,  and  wild  animals  abounded.  He  had  but 
little  more  means  than  enough  to  buy  forty  acres 
of  land,  and  after  improving  this  he  added  to  it 
eighty  acre:*  more  of  forest.  He  was  a  temperate 
man  in  his  habits,  never  using  either  liquor  or 
tolmcco.  He  took  a  lively  interest  in  political  mat- 
ters voting  with  the  Republican  party,  and  was  for 
a  number  of  years  Assessor  of  I'nadilla  Township. 
lk>th  he  and  his  excellent  wife  were  charter  mem- 
l)ers  of  the  Presbvterian  Church  at  Plain  field.  He 
died  May  29,  1867,  and  his  faithful  companion  sur- 
vived iiim  until  December  21,  1881.  Four  of  their 
nine  children  are  now  living. 

David  O.  Dutton  was  born  Apnl  13,  1827,  in 
Oneida  County,  N.  V.,  and  was  therefore  seven 
years  of  age  when  the  family  emigrated  to  Mich- 
igan, where  he  acquired  a  limited  education  in 
the  log  schoolhouse.  He  had  to  make  himself  use- 
ful upon  the  farm  while  very  young,  and  helped 
to  fence  the  first  field  here  when  so  small  that  he 
and  his  brother  were  barely  able  to  carry  a  rail 
between  them.  Hardships  and  privations  were  his 
lot  through  all  those  early  yeai-s,  and  many  a  night 
he  went  to  sleep  crying  from  hunger.  He  was 
faithfully  devoted   to   his  parents  and  cared  for 
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them  and  made  his  home  with  them  until  the  dav 
of  their   deeea.**e. 

The  happy  married  life  of  Mr.  Dutton  began 
April  13,  1852,  when  at  the  home  of  his  bride V 
parent**  in  Iosco  Township  he  waj5  married  to 
Mercy  Jane  Wright,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
Deborah  (Bullis)  Wright,  natives  of  New  York, 
where  they  were  born  in  1799.  Mr.  Wright  was  a 
cooper  by  trade  and  his  grandfather,  William 
Wright,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wnght,  came  to  Michigan  in  1850,  and  after  spend- 
ing two  3'ears  in  Iosco  Townshij)  they  removed  to 
Ingham  County,  and  after  a  few  years  made  their 
final  home  on  eighty  acfes  of  unbroken  soil  in 
Woodhull  Township,  Shiawassee  County.  Mrs. 
Wright  passed  from  earth  June  19,  1882,  and  her 
husband  died  August  12,  1885.  They  were  the 
parents  of  twelve  children,  eight  of  wiiom  are  now 
living.  Mrs.  Dutton  *s  birth  took  place  April  7, 
1834,  in  the  village  of  Jordan  N.  Y.,  and  she  was 
sixteen  years  of  age  when  the  family  came  to  Mich- 
igan. She  received  her  education  at  the  parental 
fireside,  and  was  well  trained  in  both  domestic  and 
book  learning. 

To  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Dutton  have  been  iMjrii  four 
children,  namely:  Charles  C).,  bom  March  15,  1853, 
and  married  to  Jane  Longnecker;  George  II.  lK)rn 
.June  5,  1H58,  who  took  to  wife  LillieMapes;  Asa- 
hel  L.,  born  February  15,  lHf)3,  and  married  to 
Minnie  nienn;  Orin  J.  lK)rn  .luly  21,  186H,  who  is 
unmarried  and  has  devoted  some  time  to  tcnchinir. 
Mr.  Dutton  has  two  hinulrcdand  twcntv-five  ncres 
nenriv  all  under  cultivntion.  On  another  naire 
a])[)eai*s  a  view  of  his  residence  which  wa^  built 
in  18(U.  lie  also  put  up  the  other  buildings  on 
the  farm  and  is  still  activelv  carrvini»:on  the  work. 

Tiie  IVotestant  Methodist  Cliuich  is  the  religious 
origan izat ion  with  which  our  subj('<-t  and  his  wife 
are  actively  connected  and  Mr.  Dutton  has  served 
as  Class-Leader,  Steward  and  Trustee,  besides  being 
a  w'orker  in  the  Sundav-school.  as  he  at  one  tinu 
superintended  the  school,  and  his  wife  has  been  a 
teacher  therein.  He  has  ever  kei)t  up  his  interest  in 
political  matters  and  is  a  member  of  the  Kepublicaii 
party.  He  has  served  his  township  both  as  High- 
way Coniniissionerand  as  Justice  of  the  IVace,  and 
has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  here.    lu 


his  principles  he  is  a  strong  temperance  man.  Dur- 
ing all  Mrs.  Dutton 's  married  life  she  has  never 
kept  hired  help  although  she  was  not  blessed  with 
daughters  to  assist  her. 

Charles  R.  Dutton,  a  brother  to  our  subject,  was 
a  member  of  Company  B,  Twenty-sixth  Michigan 
Infantry  and  served  almost  three  years.  He  was 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness  and  was 
captun^d  and  retaken,  and  was  killed  before  Peters- 
burg, June  17,  1864,  leaving  a  wife  and  one  child 
Carrie  J.,  now  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Bowers  of 
Hand}'  Township.  The  eldest  brother  of  our  sub- 
jc»ct  was  Timothy  Dutton  and  was  killed  Septem- 
ber 21,  1840  1)3'  a  horse  falling  upon  him.  His  sis- 
ter Jane  E.  was  burned  to  death  March  22,  1838, 
in  the  log  house  on  this  farm.  Allan  C.  is  now  a 
retired  physician  living  at  Eaton  Rapids  Mich;  Asa- 
hel  L.  is  a  farmer  of  Unadilla  Township.  This  Ls 
a  family  of  true  patriotism,  as  all  the  sons  who  did 
not  enter  the  army  sent  substitutes  which  they  pro- 
vided personally. 


rsTAV  J.  HAETCKE.  From  the  earliest 
history  there  ha^  been  a  medium  and  repre- 
sentative of  values  current  in  use  in  com- 
merce, and  money  changei*s,  as  they  were  called  in 
classic  days,  or  bankers,  :is  they  are  now  more 
generally  known,  set  up  their  stalls  with  balances 
in  the  midst  of  every  market  place.  Shylock  was 
not  by  any  means  the  fii-st  usurer  to  demand  the 
pound  of  flesh,  but  we  aie  all  willing  in  the  time 
of  need  to  i)ay  the  i)ound  to  relieve  pi-essing  and 
|)resent  necessity,  to  whatever  verge  of  desijeratiou 
it  may  later  push  us.  The  (^erman  people  have 
l>een  among  tiie  foremost  in  commercrial  circles  in 
reaping  a  rich  harvest  from  the  banking  business 
and  many  of  the  largest  and  most  important  link- 
ing institutions  are  carried  on  by  Germans. 

Mr.  Rnetcke,  who  is  a  banker  in  the  village  of 
Brighton.  Brighton  Township,  Livingston  County. 
although  an  American  by  birth  and  bringing  up. 
having  Imhmi  born  in  Cleiioa  Township,  this  county, 
June  7,  1842,  is  of  German  parentage*     His  fathei* 
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was  also  Gustav  Baetcke,  a  native  of  Germany, 
there  lK>m  in  1804.  He  came  to  America  in  1836 
and  soon  proceeded  to  the  infant  State  that  received 
the  distinctive  name,  the  Wolverine  State,  l>ecause 
of  the  great  numl)er  of  wolves  found  there  in  the 
early  day.  He  came  to  this  country  with  the  ex- 
l>ectation  of  finding  a  demand  for  his  services  in 
New  York,  as  an  architect  and  builder.  About  the 
time  that  Michigan  was  admitted  to  the  Union  as 
a  State,  general  attention  was  attracted  naturally 
in  this  direction,  and  Mr.  Baetcke,  finding  extensive 
emigration  hither,  deteimined  to  himself  come 
to  this  State  and  coming  West  by  boat,  landed  in 
Detroit  July  4,  1836. 

Our  subject's  father  located  in  Genoa  Township, 
Livingston  County,  and  there  took  up  a  tract  of 
(Jovernment  land  having  concluded  to  engage  in 
farming.  The  country  was  quite  new  and  he  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers.  He  at  once  bent  his  efiForts 
to  clearing  and  improving  his  farm,  having  before 
him  the  ideal  of  the  l)eautiful  farms  in  the  Father- 
land. He  was  a  successful  farmer,  cultivating  to 
the  highest  extent  the  tract  which  he  had  pur- 
chased, and  after  the  (ierman  fashion,  making  it 
yield  him  successive  crops  in  the  same  season.  He 
was  a  highly  respected  citizen  in  the  locality  and 
much  esteemed,  not  only  for  his  acknowledged 
business  ability,  but  for  his  courteous  and  gentle- 
manly dealings  with  his  associates.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  was  verv 
influential  in  organizing  the  fii*st  church  of  that 
denomination  in  Genoa  Township,  not  only  en- 
couraging it  by  word  and  deed,  but  by  making 
himself  one  of  its  chief  supporters  during  his  life- 
time. 

Our  subject's  mother  wjis  before  her  marriage 
Miss  Ann  C.  Hartman,  like  her  husband,  a  German, 
but  having  preceded  him  to  this  country  by  one 
year,  coming  to  America  in  1835.  She  is  still  liv- 
ing and  although  quite  advanced  in  years,  is  in  the 
full  possession  of  her  faculties  and  quite  vigorous. 
She  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
helping  on  the  good  work  of  the  spread  of  the 
Gospel  by  word  and  deed.  She  has  been  the  mo- 
ther of  three  children,  but  only  two  of  these  arc 
now  living,  our  subject  and  R.  E.  Baetc»ke. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  iisariBd  on  the 


farm  which  his  father  purchased  and  cleared  on 
coming  to  this  State.  The  rudiments  of  his  edu- 
cation were  acquired  in  the  district  school  of  the 
vicinity,  namely, — in  the  log  school  house,  where 
the  assortment  of  lx)oks  was  heterogeneous,  and 
the  birch  switch  was  a  more  subtle  persuader  than 
the  eloquence  of  the  teacher.  He  enjoyed  besides, 
one  term  of  school  at  Howell  and  he  also  received 
the  advantage  of  one  term  in  the  German  school, 
perfecting  the  knowledge  of  his  father's  tongue 
which  he  had  learned  in  the  home  circle,  and  which 
he  has  since  found  to  be  of  the  greatest  advantage 
to  him  in  the  conduct  of  his  business.  About  the 
time  he  of  whom  we  write  l>ecame  of  age,  he  en- 
listed in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  joining  his  regi- 
ment January  4,  '1864,  it  being  the  Twenty -second 
Michigan  Infantry.  He  served  until  September 
20,  1865.  His  regiment  meantime  was  brigaded 
with  the  First  Michigan  and  Mechanics*  Corps  for 
about  four  months.  They  joined  Gen.  Sherman 
and  marched  to  Atlanta,  from  which  place  they 
went  with  CJen.  Thomas  to  Chattanooga  acting  as 
his  headquarters  guard. 

After  his  return  from  the  war,  Mr.  Baetcke 
resumed  his  early  avocation,  that  of  farming,  at 
the  old  homestead,  and  this  he  continued  to  pur- 
sue until  March,  1891,  when  he  moved  to  Brighton, 
having  purchased  the  bank  in  the  previous  month. 
This  institution  was  established  bv  l>r.  B.  H.  I^aw- 
son  in  1871.  It  is  now  conducted  as  a  private 
institution  and  under  the  present  management 
merits  the  confidence  that  it  enjoys.  It  is  operated 
under  the  firm  name  of  (i.  J.  Baetcke  <i:  Co.,  and 
jilthough  it  is  in  it«  infancy,  under  the  present 
regime  it  has  already  acquired  a  high  standing, 
not  only  in  the  immediate  locality,  but  throughout 
the  surrounding  country  and  especially  among  the 
agricultural  class  with  whom  our  subject  has  been 
associated  fen*  years. 

He  of  whom  we  write,  inaugurated  his  domestic 
fdicitv  in  1874,  at  which  time  he  married- Amelia  F. 
Gartner,  who  was  born  near  Detroit.  Slie  is  a 
daughter  of  B.  F.  Gartner  who  was  a  boot  and  shoe 
manufacturer,  and  died  February  3,  1888.  Mr.  and 
Mi's.  Baetcke  are  tlie  parent**  of  three  children 
who  are  Leora  C;  -Clara  A.,  and  Gustav  G.  Our 
subject  is  a  Bepubiican  in  his  political  affiliation. 
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He  haslKJcn  Supervisor  of  Genoa  Township  for  five 
terms  and  lias  served  in  the  capacity  of  Treasurer  for 
two  terms.  He  has  several  times  lK*en  delegate  t4>  the 
StateConventions,  and  in  1888,  was  the  Republican 
candidate  for  the  Probate  Judgeship  for  this  county. 
His  party  was,  however,  in  the  minority  to  the 
number  of  al>out  four  hundred,  and  in  consequence 
he  was  defeated,  although  at  the  exjH^nse  of  only 
one  hundred  and  forty-seven  votes.  Socially  our 
subject  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  He- 
public.  In  his  church  relations  he  is  a  nu  mber  of 
the  Lutheran  denomination  in  thistown,  and  i^one 
of  the  most  generous  supporteis  of  that  bo:iy  in 
this  place.  Mr.  Baetcke  is  the  owner  of  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  good  land  on  sections  23 
and  26,  of  Genoa  Township.  Upon  it  are  the  best 
of  improvements. 


\VT.  WILLLVM  M.  IIOKTON.  We  are 
-,  pleased  to  present  to  the  consideration  of 
our  readei's  a  citizen  of  Handy  Township, 
Livingston  County,  who  stands  high  in  the  estima- 
tion of  his  neighboi*s  and  is  justly  considered  one 
of  the  most  prorainens  men  in  the  county.  lie  is 
a  progressive  and  successful  fanner,  whose  splen- 
did esUit^  of  two  hundred  and  three  acres  lies  on 
section  3,  Handy  Township,  and  his  beautiful 
home  which  he  erected  in  IMH;'),  is  admired  as  one 
of  the  greatest  ornaments  of  the  agricultural  por- 
tion of  Livingston  County.  ri)on  his  farm  he  has 
a  lK»autiful  orchard  which  is  exceedingly  product- 
ive and  most  thoroughly  cultivated. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  Ilartlnnd  Township, 
this  couiitv.  and  is  a  son  of  John  (t.  and  Cluirlotte 
(Ormsby)  Ilorton.  b<>tli  natives  of  the  Knj|)ire 
State.  The  father  came  to  Michigan  as  long  ago 
as  183G,  and  settled  upon  a  farm  in  Hartland 
Township,  being  one  of  the  pioneers  there.  While 
living  on  the  old  homestead  he  was  atllicted  by  the 
loss  of  his  wife  and  he  moved  to  Oceola  Town>hip 
somewhat  later  and  there  he  (\wd.  In  those  early 
days  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  Detroit  for  his  sup- 


plies and  thus  had  a  trip  of  fifty  miles  to  market. 
He  was  exceedingly  useful  as  *Justic*e  of  the  Peace 
in  his  township  and  was  also  a  preacher  in  the 
Methodist  Hpiscopal  Church,  and  rode  the  circuit. 

This  pioneer  couple  were  the  parental  of  four 
children,  but  our  suliject  and  his  sister  Mary,  Mi^. 
Robinson  of  Lansing,  are  all  that  remain  of  that 
once  happy  household.  The  parents  of  John  G. 
Horton  were  William  L.  and  Eunice  Trace}'  Hor- 
ton,  both  of  whom  were  born  iu  New  York. 
William  Horton  was  a  farmer  who  made  his  home 
in  Wisconsin  about  the  year  1850,  and  was  there 
engaged  in  farming  until  called  from  earth's  activ- 
ities by  the  angel  of  death.  Four  sons  and  three 
daughters  filled  this  home  and  three  of  them  are 
still  living,  namely:  Sarah,  Mrs.  Nichols;  Char 
lottcs  Mrs.  Sheppard,  of  Missouri;  and  Carrie,  Mrs. 
Harmer,  of  Wisconsin. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  Mr.  Horton  wa** 
William  Ormsby;  he  and  his  wife  were  natives  of 
New  York  and  brought  up  upon  their  farm  two 
daughters,  Charlotte  (Mrs.  Horton)  and  Laura  (Mrs. 
Kesler).  They  were  people  of  deeply  religious  con- 
victions and  earnest  life  and  Mr.  Ormsby's  views 
(m  political  question  led  him  into  alliance  with 
the  Whig  party. 

After  growing  up  upon  the  farm  and  taking  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  Oc»eola  Township, 
young  Horton  enlisted  when  only  nineteen  years 
old  in  the  service  of  his  country,  joining  Com- 
pany K,  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Regiment.  He 
entered  as  a  private  but  during  the  three  years  of 
his  service  he  was  regularly  promoted  to  the  offi- 
ces of  Corporal  and  Fii^st  Lieutenant,  and  plawd  in 
command  in  a  colored  regiment  and  c<m tinned 
with  that  bodv  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  wnf* 
more  than  ordinarily  favored  as  he  received  no  in- 
juries with  the  exception  of  two  scratches  from 
relK'l  bullets.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Mine  Run 
and  all  through  the  campaign  of  the  Wilderness, 
Cold  Harbor,  siege  of  Petersburg.  Reames  Station, 
and  in  many  skirmishes,  and  with  his  colored  regi- 
ment he  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Richmond  and 
wa>  present  when  Lee  surrendered  to  Cirant  at  Ap- 
pt)mattox. 

Having  received  his  honorable  discbarge  at 
Brownsville,  Tex.,  Capt.  Horton   came  home   and 
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devoted  himself  to  recuperating  his  health  and 
preparing  for  future  usefulness.  During  the  sec- 
ond winter  he  taught  school  in  Oceola  Township, 
and  then  for  two  years  studied  at  Albion  College, 
after  which  he  attended  the  Commercial  College  at 
( I  rand  Rapids,  where  he  learned  telegraphy  and 
received  his  diploma.  He  now  took  a  position  as 
telegrapher  at  Rockford  on  the  Grand  Rapids  <fe 
Indiana  Railroad  and  after  one  year  took  the  sta- 
tion at  Fowlerville  for  the  Detroit,  Lansing  & 
Northern  Road.  Here  he  served  for  thirteen  years, 
after  which  he  gave  up  railroading  and  devoted 
himself  to  agriculture. 

The  bride  who  came  to  the  home  of  Mr.  Horton 
m  1873  was  Loana  L.,.  daughter  of  Lewis  and 
Clarissa  ^Mack)  Leavens,  New  York  jjeople,  who 
came  to  Michigan  about  1867  and  made  their  home 
near  Corunna,  Shiawassee  County.  After  awhile 
they  removed  into  the  city  of  Corunna,  but  later 
made  their  home  in  Fowlerville,  until  called  hence 
by  death.  Their  three  children  were  Mrs.  Horton, 
Emory  and  Clara  (Mrs.  Fexer).  Jay  G,  is  the 
name  of  the  little  son  who  has  come  to  brighten 
the  little  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horton  and  in  his 
training  and  education  the  parents  were  united  m 
true  parental  solicitude.  Mr.  Horton  is  an  ardent 
Republican  in  his  political  views  and  prominently 
identified  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
He  has  well  filled  the  office  of  Supervisor  of  the 
township  and  upon  the  School  Board  has  done 
much  for  the  cause  of  education. 
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OHN  C.  PHILLIPS,  of  Okemos,  is  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade.  He  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Verona,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1821, 
and  hence  is  now  able  to  look  back  ovrr  ti 
period  of  seventy  years  of  progress  in  which  society- 
has  been  benefited  by  the  discoveries  in  science  and 
arts,  and  the  broadened  view  which  the  general 
public  are  taking  of  life  in  its  broader  aspect. 

Our  subject's  father,  Joab  Phillips,  was  born  in 
Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1792.  He  was  origin- 
ally a  farmer  but  later  in  life  learned  the  carpenter's 


and  joiner's  trade  and  worked  at  that.  He  died  in 
Stockbridge,  Mich.,  at  a  good  old  age.  The  maiden 
name  of  our  subject's  mother  was  Ruth  Case.  She 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Charlestown,  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1793,  and  died  in  1865.  When 
the  original  of  our  sketch  was  about  five  years  old 
his  parents  removed  to  Lockport,  N.  Y.,  and  when 
old  enough  he  was  induced  to  learn  the  shoemaker's 
trade.  Never  having  received  any  educational 
advantages  up  to  the  time  of  learning  his  trade  he 
sought  to  make  up  for  this  lack  of  opportunity  by 
attending  a  night  school  where  he  received  the 
rudiments  of  a  common-school  education.  He  re- 
mained in  Lockport  engaged  in  his  trade  until  his 
twenty -third  year,  when  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Esther  L.  Phillips,  of  the  same  place,  a  lady  bear- 
ing the  same  family  name  but  in  no  way  related 
to  him.  Three  children  were  born  of  this  marriage 
— Abner  P.  was  bom  in  1847;  he  is* now  living  in 
Little  Rock,  Ark.;  his  daughter,  Ida,  is  now  keep- 
ing house  for  her  grandfather,  and  to  her  Mr. 
Phillips  is  devotedly  attached;  John  A.,  bom  in 
1858,  is  a  telegraph  operator  and  the  head  of  a 
large  family. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  our  subject  left  New 
York  and  bought  a  fine  farm  comprising  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  acres  north  of  Ann  Arbor, 
this  State.  He  lived  there  for  nearly  twenty-three 
years,  spending  a  iX)rtion  of  the  time  engaged  at 
his  trade  in  Stockbridge.  He  finalh'  sold  his  farm 
and  in  1868  bought  a  place  adjoining  the  Michigan 
State  Agricultural  College.  He  kept  this  for  about 
twenty-two  yeai-s,  improving  it  greatly,  and  on 
selling  it  he  moved  to  Okomos,  where  he  has  lived 
at  four  different  times,  coming  here  finally  in  1889. 
Mr.  Phillips  lost  his  wife  in  1881. 

During  the  war  the  original  of  our  sketch  was 
an  enthusiastic  Union  man.  He  enlisted  twice  but 
for  personal  reasons  was  induced  to  hire  a  substi- 
tute each  time.  He  was  finally  drafted  but  was 
thrown  out.  The  hire  of  his  substitutes  and  ex- 
pense attending  his  drafting  amounted  to  over 
^1,360.  Mr.  Phillips  has  now  a  very  fine  farm  in 
Williamston  County  where  he  intends  to  reside  in 
the  near  future.  He  is  allied  with  several  frater- 
nities among  which  are  the  Odd  Fellows,  which  he 
joined  in  Milan,  the  Free  Masons,  of  which  he  be- 
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came  a  member  iu  Stoekbridge,  the  ** No  Nothings" 
and  the  Fenians  in  Linden.  In  polities  he  is  now 
an  Independent  although  he  has  been  connected 
with  the  Republican  party  and  was  once  elected 
Town  Clerk  of  Stoekbridge.  He  now  votes  for 
the  best  man  irrespective  of  party.  Mr.  Phillij)s 
has  passed  through  some  stormy  scenes  in  life's 
battles  but  has  always  been  honorable  and  upright 
in  his  dealings  with  liis  fellow-men. 


OSEPH  H.  WILCOX.  The  fact  that  there 
are  so  manv  men  who  have  not  only  Ikjcu 
successful  in  commercial  and  agricultural 
life  in  the  Wolverine  State  but  who  have 
accumulated  large  fortunes,  speaks  well  for  the  re- 
sources of  the  State  as  well  as  the  accumulative 
abilitv  of  its  inhabitants,  lie  of  whom  we  write  is 
a  capitalist  of  no  mean  standing,  being  a  i)ower  in 
commercial  circles,  not  only  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  Howell.  Livingston  County,  but  through- 
out the  county.  He  is  a  native  of  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.  and  was  tiiere  born  Novemlx^r  7, 
1809.  He  is  a  son  of  .Toseph  and  Sibyl  (Wright) 
Wilcox,  natives  of  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut, 
respectively.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  had 
seven  children.  Of  these  only  our  subject  is  now 
living.  The  family  names,  however,  in  order  of 
birth  are  Harry.  John,  Sally.  Harriet,  Joseph  H. 
Marvin  and  Delilah.  Our  subject's  paternal  grand 
father  was  Matthew  Wilcox,  a  native  of  Rhode  Is- 
land. He  also  wits  a  farmer  and  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  the  Revolution.  I'he  Wilcox  fann'lv  are  of 
Englisli  ancestry  and  their  progenitors  are  of  the 
most  honorable  standinir  in  tiie  mother  country. 

Reared  a  farmer  lad,  our  sulgect  did  not  enjoy 
manv  of  the  bcnelits  of  advanced  education. 
He  attended  the  common  schools  and  acquired 
there  what  was  necessary  to  a  i)ractical  business 
education.  He  remained  at  home,  assisting  his 
father  with  the  general  farm  work  until  he  was 
twenty-four  yeai*s  of  age  and  was  then  engaged  in 
farming  on  his  own  account  and  also  employed 
himself    at   carpenter    work.     His   first   real-estate 


deal  was  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  and  thei-e  he 
farmed  until  18o4,  when  he  came  to  Michigan. 

On  coming  into  the  State  the  original  of  our 
sketch  settled  in  Livingston  County,  where  he  pur- 
chased two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the 
townships  of  Iosco  and  Marion,  living  on  the  same 
until  1865,  when  he  moved  to  Howell  and  pur- 
chaiiied  a  house  and  four  lots,  also  eight  acres  of 
land  in  the  southern  part  of  village.  Tliis  last- 
named  tract  he  platted  and  divided  into  city  lots, 
calling  it  the  Wilcox  Addition  to  Howell.  He  has 
built  three  houses  and  bought  and  sold  many 
othei's  since  coming  to  the  village. 

In   1866   Mr.   Wilcox  opened    the    first   lumlter 
yard  iu  Howell  and  continued  in  the  lumber  husi- 
ness  for  four  veal's  when  he  sold  out.     He  also  had 
charge  of  the  railroad  survey-  from  Howell  to  Lan- 
sing and   is  the  onl}-   man   in    Howell   who  gave 
money    to   the    building   of   that   road.     He   was 
elected  a   Director  of  the  road  was  most  generous 
in   his  donation,   not  only  of  money  but  of  land 
for   the  carrying  forward  of  the  enterprise.     He 
was  also  a  Director  of  the  Toledo  <fe  Ann  Arlwr 
Railroad  and  filled  the  same  position  on  the  How- 
ell tV  Lansing  Railroad,  giving  his  time  and  atten- 
tion  for  about  three  yean?  to  the  work.     It  is  an 
indisputal)le  fact  that  Mr.  Wilcox  has  done  more  to 
advance   the  interests  of  railroad  enterprise  than 
any  man  in  the  county.     He  has  been  the  one  to 
call   meetings,  take  subscriptio;is,  collections   and 
endeavor   in    every    possible    way    to  interest  the 
|)eople  at  large  in  opening  up  the  country  by  i-ail- 
road. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  for  many  veal's  a 
middleman  in  the  wool  interest^^,  buying  the  clip- 
pings of  wool  in  this  and  adjoining  counties  and 
shipping  to  Kaslern  manufacturers.  Noveml)er  13, 
183:5,  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Bush,  of  Pompey,  Oncmdaga  County,  N.  Y.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Content  (Grimes) 
Bush,  natives  of  New  York.  Her  father  was  there 
a  farmer  and  the  head  of  a  family  that  numlwred 
twelve  children,  nine  of  whom  are  still  living. 
They  are,  Mrs.  Wilcox,  Mrs.  Wright,  Romaiue. 
Thomas,  ^Iis.  Strickland.  Mi-s.  Wicks,  Isaac,  Will- 
iam and  Mrs.  Miller.  The  three  who  are  deceased 
aie    Alexander,  Charlotte  and   I^^ester.     Mrs.  Wil- 
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eox's  paternal  grandfather  was  Conrad  Rush,  ii 
Revolutionary  soldier  t>f  Cierman  birth  and  parent- 
age, having  come  to  America  when  eighteen  years 
of  age.  His  wife  was  Mnry  Watson.  He  was  the 
owner  of  one  thousand  acres  of  land  and  a  very 
wealth}'  fanner  for  his  time.  His  family  numbered 
twelve  children.  The  father  of  Content  Grimes 
Bush  was  Thomas  Grimes,  and  his  wife,  Mary 
Greenfield  Grimes,  both  natives  of  the  Eastern 
States.  They  had  nine  children,  all  of  whom  were 
daughters. 

Our  subject  had  a  family  of  five  children ;  they 
are  Candace  who  died  in  infancy;  William  H., 
Calvin ;  Charles  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  and  Rosette.  The  eldest  son  married 
Laura  Smith  and  by  this  union  is  the  father  of  five 
children — Charles,  Joseph  H.,  Belle,  Mott  and 
Maude.  Calvin  married  Mary  J.  Horton ;  Rosette 
is  the  wife  of  Adelbert  F.  Peavy  and  is  the  mother 
of  six  children — William,  George,  Homer,  Calvin, 
Edith  and  Ethel.  Politically  he  of  whom  we  write 
affilates  with  the  Republican  party.  He  with  his 
wife  has  been  identified  with  the  Christian  Church 
for  many  years  and  they  have  been  liberal  sufj- 
porters  of  that  body  in  the  city.  Mr.  Wilcox  has 
always  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  the  enter- 
prises of  the  community  and  is  well  and  favorably 
known  both  far  and  near. 
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JT|  AMES  M.  CHRISTIAN.  Now  in  the  mend- 
I'  lan  of  his  life  and  his  business  success,  he  of 
I  whom  we  write  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
^.^^j)  citizens  in  Leroy  Township,  Ingham  C'ounty, 
where  he  is  known  as  a  pioneer,  whose  efforts  in  a 
philanthropic  way,  as  well  as  the  building  up  of  a 
fortune  for  himself,  are  known  and  recognized  by 
all  who  are  willing  to  render  justice  to  a  good 
man.  He  resides  on  section  27,  Leroy  Township, 
where  he  has  a  beautiful  home  and  all  the  comforts 
of  rural  life. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  New  York  State,  hav- 
ing been  born  in  Onondaga  County,  March  17, 
1833.     He  is  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Margaret  (Good- 


win) Christian,  his  father  a  native  of  New  York 
Slate.  Our  subject's  Grandfather  Christian,  and  a 
brother  were  Revolutionary  soldiers.  He  of  whom 
we  write  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State  and  while  still  in  early  boyhood  he  was  incul- 
cated into  the  mysteries  of  agricultural  life.  The 
advantages  of  education  were  unfortunately  denied 
him  almost  entirely,  he  receiving  the  rudiments  of 
what  he  acquired  in  the  common  schools.  He  is 
in  education  as  in  financial  standing  a  self-made 
man,  having  by  nature  a  fondness  for  books  and 
being  a  thoughtful  and  careful  reader.  To-day  he 
is  the  owner  of  a  fine  library,  and  the  latest  works  in 
the  best  class  of  literature  are  found  on  his  reading 
table. 

Accepting  Horace  Greeley's  advice  to  '*go  West, 
young  man,'*  he  emigrated  to  Michigan  and  settled 
in  Leroy  Township,  Ingham  County,  on  his  pres- 
ent farm.  His  constancy  of  nature  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  he  has  never  since  moved,  although 
there  must  have  been  many  discouragements  at 
various  times  in  his  career.  He  settled  in  the 
woods  and  cleared  up  the  farm  by  chopping  down 
the  trees  and  burning  out  the  stumps.  He  has 
made  it  what  it  is  to-day  by  the  hardest  efforts  and 
has,  besides,  done  much  pioneer  work.  The  town- 
ship had  only  forty  voters  when  he  came  here  and 
he  has  witnessed  its  growth  to  its  present  fine  pro- 
portions. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  instituted  a  home  Jan- 
uary 1,  1858,  and  placed  thereover  as  mistress  his 
wife,  Caroline  Jones,  a  daughter  of  Nathan  Jones, 
who  was  formerly  a  pioneer  in  Leroy  Township, 
Ingham  County.  As  the  years  passed  by  little  ones 
grew  up  around  them  until  their  family  numbered 
nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  living  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  They  are  Mary,  Jenny,  Wealthy,  Ira, 
Blanche  and  Florence.  The  first  named  is  the  wife 
C.  F.  Teachout;  Jenny  is  the  wife  of  G.  1).  Mann, 
and  wealthy  is  the  life  companion  of  William  Wy- 
gaut.     The  younger  children  are  still  at  home. 

The  owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
fertile  and  productive  land,  Mr.  Christian  has  made 
his  place  a  model  farm,  giving  to  it  constjint  and 
unceasing  attention.  His  present  competency  he 
has  accumulated  by  his  own  efforts,  as  when  he 
l)egan  life  as  a  young  man  he  had  but  ^9  in  money 
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to  start  out  with.  Our  subject  is  a  meml^er  of  tlie 
Farmers*  Alliance  and  is  in  favor  of  every  meas- 
ure that  promises  to  l>e  for  the  benefit  of  the  class 
to  which  he  Ijelongs,  believing  that  legislation 
should  look  as  much  to  the  bett4?rment  of  the  agri- 
culturists as  to  that  of  the  manufacturers.  Mr. 
Christian  has  served  in  positions  of  public  trust, 
having  lx*en  Highway  Commissioner  for  several 
years,  during  which  time  he  accomplished  much  in 
improving  the  condition  of  these  avenues  of  traffic 
and  travel,  and  was  Townsliip  Superintendent  for 
five  years.  He  has  also  been  School  Moderator  for 
many  yeai*s  and  is  a  progressive  man  in  regard  to 
educational  mattei*s.  For  many  years  he  and  his 
wife  have  been  associated  with  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  he  is  now  acting  as  Class-Leader 
and  also  does  the  work  of  the  Recording  Secretary 
of  the  church.  He  of  whom  we  write  has  acquired 
his  8ucc*ess  in  life  by  a  steady  adherence  to  a  fixed 
outline  of  purpose.  He  is  justly  classed  among  the 
intelligent,  public-spirited  and  enterprising  agricul- 
turists of  Ingham  County. 


K()IU;E  SCHHKPFEK.     The  annals  of  the 

• 

l)oor  boys  wlio  become  ricli  men  arc  to  be 
found  everywhere  in  America  and  nowhere 
more  than  in  tlie  rich  and  fertile  West,  for  here  it 
is  that  the  virgin  soil  gave  of  her  wealth  to  the 
sturdy  seeker  after  success.  It  is  not  alone  to  the 
native-born  that  this  good  fortune  has  come,  but 
manv  who  came  from  the  older  countries  of 
Europe  (where  generations  of  hardships  and  pov- 
erty had  disheartened  the  ]H*<)ple)  have  found  in 
the  New  World  the  ])rosperity  which  they  never 
could  have  looked  for  at  home. 

Our  subject  who  is  now  a  prosperous  resident  of 
Cohoctah  Township,  Livingston  County,  was  Ix^rn 
Aujjfust  5,  1H32  in  Hvran,  (iernianv,  his  honored 
parent::*  being  Henry  and  Catherine  Schrepfer,  who 
upon  their  farm  reared  live  children  to  maturity. 
These  children,  Christie,  Barbara,  Rachael.  George 
and  John,  have  all  established  lumies  and  families 


of  their  own,  b\it  our  subject  is  the  only  one  that 
has  crossed  the  ocean  and  found  his  home  in  the 
Tnited  Staters.  Before  coming  to  America  he  took 
the  advantages  of  a  thorough  German  education 
which  is  given  to  every  son  of  Germany,  and  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  he  decided  to  emigrate  and 
up(m  reaching  this  country,  made  his  home  in 
Philadelphia.  After  one  year  in  that  city  and  two 
years  in  Baltimore  he  decided  to  make  a  visit  to 
the  old  home  and  si>ent  the  winter  of  1858-59 
in  (iermany. 

It  was  in  the  spring  of  1859  that  our  subject 
returned  from  his  native  land  and  came  to  De- 
troit, whence  he  journeyed  to  Howell,  by  stage, 
bringing  with  him  his  intended  wife,  to  whom  he 
was  married  the  following  year.  Subsequent  to 
this  happy  event  the  young  husband  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  upon  which  he  now  resides  on 
section  29,  Cohoctah  Township. 

This  land  was  covered  by  dense  foi'ests  and  the 
young  wedded  couple  moved  into  their  log  hut, 
which  had  but  one  door  and  one  window,  and 
there  they  lived  in  humble  contentment  for  many 
a  year.  Prosperity  attended  the  efforts  of  Mr, 
Schrei)fer  and  he  was  able  by  economy  and  thrift 
to  accumulate  a  large  i)roperty.  He  at  one  time 
had  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  eighty  of  which 
he  gave  to  his  son.  and  he  has  himself  with  his 
sti-ong  right  arm  cleared  the  trees  from  al>out  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  has  placed  sub- 
stantial and  fine  improvements  upon  his  farm. 
His  beautiful  residence  and  good  l)arns  form  a 
striking  contrast  to  the  little  log  house  in  which 
he  and  his  wife  made  their  fii*st  home,  but  in  the 
new  home  there  is  no  more  hapi)ine^ss  and  content- 
ment than  was  to  be  found  in  the  humbler  alK)de. 

The  hapi)v  marriage  of  (ieorge  Schrepfer  and 
Maiy  Head  took  place  in  November  1800  and  the 
bride,  who  was  born  September  25,  1838,  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Nicholas  and  Knutguinte  (Bar)  Read.  Mr.  and 
^Iis.  Read  reared  to  maturity  three  sons  and  six 
daughters  and  one  son  and  four  daughters  came  to 
America.  Their  mother  died  in  (iermanv,  but  the 
father  came  tc)  Michigan  and  ended  his  days  here. 
He  lost  one  son  in  the  Fi'an co-Prussian  War  and 
another  son  still  resides  in  Germany. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  ever  cherished  a  warm 
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regard  for  the  land  of  his  adoption,  and  during 
the  dark  da^'s  of  the  Civil  War  he  showed  him- 
self a  loyal  citizen,  and  enlisted  Marifh  .29,  1865, 
in  Company  E,  Fifteenth  Michigan  Infantry.  He 
received  his  honorable  discharge  at  Little  Rock, 
Ark.  in  August,  1866,  and  then  returned  home  and 
resumed  his  farming  op>erations. 

The  ten  children  who  were  born  to  George  and 
Mary  Schrepfer  are:  Henrietta,  John,  Maggie, 
Henry  M.,  Mary  E.,  Fred  R.,  Anna,  Carrie  P., 
Laura  and  James.  Hennetta  is  the  wife  of  All)ert 
Hetchler,  and  Maggie  is  Mra.  George  Bush.  The 
youngest  son  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  and 
Fred  R.  has  established  his  own  household.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  devout  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Church  and  have  proved  themselves 
both  active  and  liberal.  This  successful  man 
landed  in  New  York  with  but  <Jl  in  his  pocket 
and  his  success  in  life  can  only  be  attributed 
to  his  unflagging  and  persistent  industry,  his  wise 
forethought  and  his  prudent  thrift.  He  has 
adopted  the  political  views  of  the  Republican 
party  and  is  active  in  promoting  its  success,  but  is 
in  no  sense  a  politician. 


THOMAS  HILL,  o|fieof  the  prominent  citizens 
I"^^  of  I^nsing,  and  a  practical  and  intelligent 
^^  machinist,  is  engaged  in  the  plumbing,  steam 
and  gas  fitting  business.  He  was  born  in  Edinburg, 
Scotland,  or  rather  in  Kirkcaldy,  a  suburb  of  that 
city,  his  natal  day  being  March  27,  1843.  His 
father,  Peter  Hill,  who  was  born  in  Edinburg,  was 
also  a  machinist  and  in  1845  removed  to  Ghent, 
Belgium,  where  he  was  engaged  to  put  up  some 
flax-mill  machinery.  Me  was  in  that  line  of  work 
for  three  years  and  then  was  employed  tliree  years 
longer  by  the  same  company  in  building  locomo- 
tives 

In  iS52  Peter  Hill  came  to  America  and  located 
for  one  year  in  Milwaukee,  but  finding  business 
dull  there  he  went  to  Detroit,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed in  Kellogg*8  machine  shop,  building  marine 
engines.  He  was  afterward  in  the  employ  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad,  and  eleven  years  later 


I    put  up  a  machine  shop  of  his  own.     He  and  his 
I   estimable  wife  still  reside  in  Detroit.     He  is  a  I^ni- 
i   tarian  in  his  religious  belief,  and  a  Republican  m 
politics.     His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary 
Goodall  and  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  being  the 
daughter  of  Capt.  Goodall,  who  followed  the  whal- 
ing business  through  life,  and  after  his   death  his 
son  stepped  into  his  place.     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Hill 
have  eight  children,  four  sons  and  four  daughters. 
From  the  age  of  two  until  he  was  eight  years 
old  Thomas  Hill  lived  in  Belgium  and  studied  in 
the  Belgian  schools.     He  then  sailed  from  Antwerp 
with  his  parents  and  after  being  seven  weeks  on 
the  ocean  landed  in  New  York  city,  whence  the 
family  went,  as  we  have  seen,  fii"st  to  Milwaukee 
and  afterward  to  Detroit.     He  attended  sc^hool  in 
that  city  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  was  ap- 
prenticed  to  a  plumber,  serving  with  Dudley  & 
Holmes  of  Detroit  for  three  years  and  six  months, 
after  which  he  worked  for  them  six  months  longer 
and  then  left  the  business  to  engage  with  the  Mich- 
igan Central  Railroad  as  fireman,  but  after  a  few 
months  he  went  into  the  shops  of  that  railroad 
corporation.     After   an    apprenticeship    of  three 
years  in  the  machinery  business  under  S.  A.  Sweet, 
the   master  mechanic,    he    worked    at   the   trade 
in  different  shops  and  then  went  as  engineer  on  the 
lakes  for  five  seasons,  during  which  time  no  acci- 
dents l>efell  his  boat. 

In  Octol)er,  1871,  our  subject  went  into  the  City 
Hall  of  Detroit  as  engineer,  and  was  the  first  one 
appointed  in  the  new  City  Hall  in  which  he  served 
for  three  yeai-s  and  four  months.  Next  he  went 
to  Jackson  and  entered  the  machine  shops  of  the 
Michigan  Central  Railroad  and  after  two  years  was 
appointed  by  the  l)oard  of  State  Auditors  as  engi- 
neer of  the  State  CapitoL  This  board  consisted  of 
D.  C.  Ilolden  of  Grand  Rapids,  Secretary  of  State, 
Col.  McCreary  of  Flint,  and  (icn.  Partridge  of 
Bay  City.  Receiving  this  appointment  in  1879, 
he  came  here  at  once  and  took  charge  of  his  post 
and  received  the  appointment  with  every  suceesH- 
ive  term  until  the  Dem^x^ratic  party  came  into 
power.  In  1883  Mr.  Hill  was  made  engineer  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Capitol  and  grounds  and 
had  under  his  care  the  whole  building  with  the 
superin tendency  of  simie  thirty  men.  lie  held  this 
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position  until  February  1,  IHIU.  He  made  improve- 
ment** in  tiie  machinery  from  time  to  time,  and 
while  he  endeavored  to  ma naji^e  the  entire  Imsiness 
on  eeonomie  j^rineiples  he  sueoeeded  in  tjivin^ 
entire  satisfaction  to  everv  one.  He  had  more 
than  ordinarv  svstem  in  his  work,  and  everv  nmn 
under  his  superintendency  undei-stood  what  duties 
were  ex|KH*ted  of  liim  and  that  he  was  relied  on  to 
see  that  it  was  [done.  No  time  could  be  wasted 
and  no  work  neglected. but  everything  went  as  it 
were  by  clockwork,  althoufrh  the  niainsprin<r 
was  in  the  character,  mind  and  determination  of 
Mr.  Hill. 

A  few  weeks  after  leaving  the  employ  of  the 
State  Mr.  Hill  oi>ened  the  business  which  he  is  now 
carrying  on.  He  has  a  pleasiint  home  at  the  corner 
of  Capitol  Avenue  and  Iicnawee  Street,  over 
which  his  wife,  who  was  Miss  Ix)uis:i  W.  Sullivan 
of  Detroit,  presides  with  grace  and  dignity.  This 
ladv  was  reared  and  educated  in  her  native  city 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Lawrence  Sullivan,  who  1k*- 
fore  his  death  was  a  real-estate  dealer  in  Detroit. 
The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hill  took  place  in 
lK»troit  ()ctolH»r  U),  1H()4,  and  tliev  have  six  inter- 
esting  children,  namely:  Maud  K.,  I^)uise,  Stewart 
(ioodall.  Pearl.  Kvaand  Harrv  Connant.  Mr.  Hill 
is  identified  with  Zion  Lodge,  No.  1,  F.  iV  A.  M. 
of  Detroit  and  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  of  I^insing, 
beinsi  also  a  charter  member  of  the  Kni<»:lits  of  the 
Maccabees  in  this  i)lace.  He  is  a  strong  Republican 
in  his  convictions  and  is  freipiently  made  a  dele- 
jjfate  to  county  and  State  coiiyention>.  He  is  a 
man  o(  more  than  ordinary  breadth  of  view  and 
his  intelligence  and  jiffability  make  him  n  most 
agreeable  com  pa  n  ion . 

A  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Hill  is  presented 
in  connection  with  this  biographical  sketch. 


S)E()R(;K  W.  (OLKMAN.  D.  D.  S.  For  the 
last  twenty  years  the  gentleman  whose 
name  is  at  the  head  of   this  sketch  has  been 

in  possession  of  the   largest   practice,  as  a  dentist. 

in     I-.ansing.  Ingham     County.      He   here  opened 


his  office  Septeml>er  UK  1K72.  and  during  that 
time  has  alleviated  much  suffering,  and  extracted 
many  a  wicked  molar,  that  by  its  oxcrutiating 
surges  of  pain,  rouses  one's  whole  nerv<UL<  or- 
ganization int4)  a  state  of  iwolt  and  relieilion. 
Perhajw*  the  day  will  come  when  we  will  Ic^rn  to  take 
such  good  care  of  our  t^»th  that  dentiiiits  will  have 
no  occasion  for  the  practice  of  their  profession, 
but  they  will  always  l>e  remembered   kindly,   even 

•  •  •      ■ 

in  such  a   blesseil   state,  for  the  gcKKl    they  have 
done. 

Dr.  Colennm  was  lK>rn  in  liattle  Creek,  Michi- 
gan, February  ;L  1H48.  He  is  a  son  of  William  FL 
and  Lucretia  (Merritt)  Coleman,  and  reeeivi^fl  his 
education  in  his  native  placi*,  after  which  he  en- 
tered the  ollice  of  Dr.  (ieorge  1*.  Holmes,  having 
bound  himself  to  the  d<K*tor  for  a  ixm'kmI  of  thnn* 
year>  in  order  to  learn  the  profession  <if  dentistry. 
He  moreover  paid  ^\iH\  for  the  privilegi*  of  study- 
iuii  under  the  <bK*tor  for  the  first  year.  At  tlie 
second  year  he  received  small  I'enumeration  for 
the  stMvices  that  he  was  able  to  give,  but  at  the 
end  of  that  time  he  was  released  by  Dr.  Holnu^s 
from  his  bond.  He  then  entered  the  Cincinnati  Col- 
lege  of  Dentistry  and  graduated  in  the  Clas^  of  '71. 

Thus  prepared  foi-  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
he  located  at  Olivet,  .Michigan,  where  he  set  up  his 
lirst  oi)erating  chair.  This  was  a  common  nx*ker, 
a  bona  tide  operating  chair  being  an  extravaganci* 
that  lie  could  not  at  that  time  afford.  However, 
he  beiran  with  the  deternn'nation  of  workinsr  his 
way  up,  and  indeed,  he  was  very  sucx'CSwSful,  i-e- 
maining  in  Olivet  until  August,  1872,  after  which 
he  came  to  Lansing  and  hK*ated  in  the  bkK*k  wliere 
he  now  is.  He  has.  by  his  attention  to  business, 
and  his  skill  in  his  profession,  built  himself  up  a 
practice  that  pays  handsomel}'  and  has  also  gained 
a  prominent  place  among  liis  professional  brethren. 

Dr.  Coleman  has  practiced  continuously  sinei' 
coming  to  the  city,  with  the  exception  of  two  and 
a  half  years,  when  he  wa>  in  the  Lansing  National 
l^uik,  the  latter  part  of  which  time  he  held  the 
position  of  Receiying  Teller,  but  resumed  his  jm»- 
fessi<ni  without  a  bieak  in  his  large  practice.  Our 
subject  is  a  member  of  the  State  Dental  Assot^ia- 
tion  and  keeps  well  abrcai>t  of  the  times  in  all 
things  pertaining  to  his  profession.     During  this 
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month  (August,  1891)  he  is  attendance  on  the 
Association  which  meets  tiiis  year  at  Sault  Ste. 
Marie. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  took  upon  himself 
the  responsibilities  of  married  life  March  27,  1872, 
at  which  time  he  was  united  to  Miss  Emily  Mc- 
Donald, a  daughter  of  W.  A.  and  R.  Mc- 
Donald, residents  of  Battle  Creek.  Mi's.  Coleman 
is  a  lady  of  exceptional  attainments,  being  talented 
and  accomplished,  besides  having  a  striking  per- 
sonal attractiveness.  At  the  time  of  their  mar- 
riage, she  held  a  position  as  teacher  in  the  Battle 
Creek  High  School.  Our  subject,  with  his  wife,  is 
a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  he 
is  therein  an  usher,  also  holding  the  office  of  Sec- 
retary of  the  Sunday-school.  They  have  a  daugh- 
ter, Gertrude  Louise,  who  is  an  attractive  miss, 
gifted  with  a  bright  mind  and  pretty,  gracious 
mannei*s.  Dr.  Coleman  is  a  man  of  high  reputa- 
tion and  one  who  is  liked  by  all. 


[(OHN  A.  MASTIC.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is  the 
/^^  I  proprietor  of  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  located 
\^f/  on  section  26,  Handy  Township,  Livingston 
County.  He  came  here  when  twelve  yeai-s  of  age, 
in  1844,  his  parents  having  emigrated  westward  at 
that  time.  He  was  born  in  Essex  County,  N.  Y. 
in  1833  and  is  a  son  of  Asa  and  Sopliia  (Ray) 
Mastic,  natives  of  Vermont  and  married  in  the 
same  State.  The  father  was  by  trade  a  blacksmith 
and  followed  his  calling  in  the  East.  He  only 
lived  two  mouths  after  coming  to  Michigan,  his 
decease  taking  place  when  he  was  forty-four  years 
of  age.  His  wife  survived  him  by  many  years,  her 
death  occurring  in  September,  1885,  and  her  inter- 
ment taking  place  in  Handy  Township.  One  of  a 
family  of  eight  children,  our  su])ject  is  the  secK)nd 
in  order  of  birth.  They  are  Charles,  who  resides 
in  I^nsing;  William  whose  home  is  in  Vermont; 
Jane,  who  became  Mrs.  Steward;  Deliah,  who  Ixi- 
came  Mrs.  Hall;  and  Mary,  who  is  Mrs.  Hoyt. 
Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  district  schools 


of  Handy  Township  and  on  becoming  twelve  years 
of  age  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  and  de- 
pendent upon  himself  for  both  food  and  clothing. 
He  fii*8t  began  to  work  out  for  farmers  and  later  in 
life  came  to  this  place,  in  1861  puix;hasing  forty 
acres.  He  later  added  fort}^  acres  more,  only  five 
acres  of  the  last-named  tract  having  been  cleared 
at  the  time  of  his  purchase.  On  making  his  first 
investment  in  real-estate  here  a  cool  review  of  his 
position  showed  him  to  be  possessed  of  only  $50 
outside  of  the  bare  land.  He  had  no  team  and  no 
farming  implements,  but  had  a  strong  constitution, 
a  keen-edged  ax  and  a  young  wife  who  was  in  her- 
self an  inspiration.  Together  they  set  to  work 
and  besides  rearing  a  famil}'  made  of  their  place  a 
beautiful  home.  Our  subject  is  now  considered 
one  of  the  successful  farmers  of  this  township. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  been  doing  a  good- 
Samaritan  kind  of  work,  aside  from  what  he  has 
accomplished  that  has  been  above  mentioned.  He 
has  reared  two  families  besides  his  own — that  is 
seventeen  people  in  all  that  he  has  clothed  and 
supported.  In  1860  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Caroline  Hoyt.  She  died  in  1880 
leaving  a  family  of  seven  children.  They  are 
Julia,  Frank,  Charles,  licrt,  Lydia,  Carrie  and  May. 
Julia  is  now  Mrs.  C.  Barry  and  is  the  mother  of 
two  children — Avery  and  Fred — and  a  resident  of 
Handy  Township.  Frank  married  Alice  Coleman 
and  has  one  son — l^aon;  they  reside  not  a  great 
distance  from  the  home  place.  Charles  married 
Lucy  Barber;  they  are  the  parents  of  one  daughter 
— Maude,  and  reside  in  Fowlerville.  Itert,  Lvdia 
and  May  are  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Mastic  was  a  second  time  married,  Mi*s.  Me- 
linda  Mann  becoming  his  wife.  By  her  previous 
man'iage  she  was  the  mother  of  three  children — 
Frank,  Minnie  and  Fred.  The  eldest  son  married 
Tinnie  Barry;  they  have  one  child,  a  daughter 
whose  name  is  Belle.  Minnie  is  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Fellows.  By  the  present  maiTiage  our 
subject  is  the  father  of  two  children — John  K.  and 
Gracie.  The  confidence  and  esteem  in  which  our 
subject  is  held  in  the  community  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  he  has  iK^en  elected  to  the  most  lionorahle 
offices  and  which  are  the  pride  of  American  dis- 
tricts— those  of  the  school  and  educational   inter- 
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est<.  lie  has  Ikhjii  nil  ineuinl)ont  of  thi^so  positions 
for  tlio  past  eioflitoon  yeai-s  and  has  l>eon  Patli- 
ninst^M*  for  twenty  veai-s. 

In  1877  Mr.  Mastic  ei-ecfted  upon  his  place  one 
of  the  lK»st  houses  in  the  townsliip.  It  is  commod- 
ious and  comfortable  and  provided  with  all  the 
ccmveniences  that  are  so  necc»ssarv  to  rob  farm  life 
of  its  drudo^ery.  He  ha.**  «r<)od  Iwirns  and  outluiild- 
inufs  and  his  land  is  in  a  high  >tate  of  cultivation. 
A  fine  oix-hard  set  out  years  ajro  is  now  a  source  of 
both  pleasure  and  profit.  Here  the  original  of 
our  sketch  is  engaged  in  breeding  horses  of  pure 
blood  and  raising  cattle,  she^p  and  hogs. 

The  gentleman  of  wlumi  we  write  is  in  his  poli- 
tical foHowiny:  a  Democ^mt  and  an  ardent  believer 
in  free  trade,  lie  is  public  spirited  to  a  degree 
and  many  of  the  improvements  of  the  township 
have  been  greatlv  forwarded  bv  his  enterprise, 
having  heli>ed  to  build  roads,  school- ho us<*s  and 
churches.  On  moving  into  his  tlrsl  residence, 
which  is  the  log  cabin  alM)ve  mentioned,  he  lived 
at  a  distance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  nearest  neii2:h- 
lK>r,  the  country  l)c»tween  them  being  a  thickly 
wooded  tmct.  IVrsonallv  Mr.  Mastic  is  a  ijenial. 
whole-souled  man  who  is  poi)ular  with  his  acquaint- 
ances and  associates.  lie  is  five  feet,  six  inches  in 
height  and  weighs  alM)ut  two  hundred  iM)un(ls,  and 
is  a  man  of  gi'eat  strength  and  endui-aiice  as  can  be 
(•<»njectured  from  the  amount  of  work  wjiicli  lu» 
has  accomplished. 


^  • 
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'  KHOMK  W.  HAM).     TIh'  life  skeK'h    which 
I     we  now  lay  before  oin*  readers,  is   that    of  a 


man  who  has  made  hi>  influence  felt,  not 
^  only  during  the  <iuiet  days  of  ])ea(*e,  but 
when  the  dark  clouds  of  war  hung  over  our  land. 
\t  that  time  he  joined  hand  in  hand  with  his 
neighbors,  and  upon  the  battle-field,  stood  shoulder 
to  shoulder  with  his  comrades  in  defense  of  the 
old  flag,  and  he  now  feels  that  the  country  for 
which  he  fouifht  is  dearer  to  him  than  if  lie  had 
remained  at  home  in  her  lioui*  of  distress. 

This    gentlennni     lives    upon    a     U^autiful    and 


well-cultivated  farm  of  fifty  acres,  situated  ujxm 
section  19,  Howell  Township,  Livingston  (.'ounty. 
r)K)n  it  may  l>e  seen  substantial  farm  build in^  and 
here  is  raised  a  fine  grade  of  st4X*k.  among'  which 
we  may  name  f\ill-l)l<K>ded  Ilolstein  cattle  and 
graded  Short-honis  as  well  as  Hnmh1et<>iiiaii  and 
other  thoroughbred  hoi-ses. 

The  nativity  of  Mr.  Hand  wjk*»  in  Livingb^ton 
County.  N.  V.,  April  .S(»,  1H8().  and  hi.<  ]iarents 
were  KIkmi  and  Lusina  (Fuller)  Hand.  The  father 
was  a  conti-actor  and  builder  who  cjinie  t<i  Michi- 
gan in  1K8;3,  and  having  settled  in  the  village  of 
Brighton  was  active  there  in  his  work  l>eii  g  the 
principal  builder  in  Brighton  for  many  years.  Hi-* 
death  occurred  in  IH-IT).  Four  of  his  nine  cliildren 
now  survive,  namely:  Lurinda  (Mrs.  Ogden). 
Rhoda.  .losephine  (Mrs.  Pryor)  and  our  subject. 

The  village  of  Brighton  was  the  scene  of  the 
boyIiO(Ml  an<l  early  education  of  Jerome  Hand  and 
he  resided  under  the  parent^il  roof  until  after 
his  father's  death.  He  then  worked  out  for  neigh- 
boring farmers  until  his  enlistment  in  ('om|jany  I. 
Twenty-second  Michitran  Infantry  in  186;*).  lie 
was  in  service  until  the  close  of  the  war  and  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Mission  Ridge,  Ix>okont 
.Mountain  and  Chickamauga.  and  received  his  hon- 
orable  discharge  at  Louisville.  Kv.,  July  1«,    1865. 

After  his  return  from  the  st»at  of  war  Mr.  Hand 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land  in  the  township  of 
Handy,  Livingston  County,  and  after  living  u|K)n 
it  two  yiars  disi)Osed  of  the  same  and  purchased 
the  property  where  he  now  lives  and  which  he  has 
highly  inn)roved  since  it  came  into  his  hands.  U\> 
neigh  hoi's  have  raised  him  at  different  times  to  the 
oftices  of  Road  Commissioner  and  Drainage  Com- 
missioner an<l  in  both  positi<ms  he  has  d<me  excel- 
lent seryice  for  the  township. 

The  marriaiire  ceremony  for  .Jerome  W.  Hand 
and  Miss  Klma  Coonradt  was  |)erformed  at  the  home 
of  the  bride  in  IHf)?.  Tlii'^  lady  is  a  dausrhter  of 
Adam  and  Kli/nbetli  (Cogsdell)  CiH)nradt,  both  of 
whom  w(»re  born  in  New  Brunswick,  X.  Y.  Mr. 
Coonnult  was  a  farmer  who  came  West  in  183r> 
aftei'  \\\>  marriage,  and  s(»ttled  in  the  township  of 
Mil  ford.  Oakland  County  and  engaged  in  farming, 
lie  came  into  this  township  in  1867  and  settle<l 
upon  secticm  19,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acivs 
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nnd  lived  until  his  death  which  took  place  in  1875. 
His  widow  survived  him  for  three  veai^s  and  left 
nine  children,  seven  of  whom  ai*e  now  living, 
namely:  Mary  (Mrs.  Hunt),  Catherine(  Mi's.  Lo<*k- 
wood),  Elizabeth  (Mi's.  Seaver),  Maiinda  (Mrs. 
Hayes),  I>ousia  (Mi's.  Mann),  Leonard,  Elma  (Mrs. 
Hand),  and  Hannah  (Mrs.  Bush).  Mrs.  Seaver 
is  deceased. 

To  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Hand  two  children 
have  come  and  thev  l»ear  the  names  of  Selieia  I), 
and  Calvin  L.  The  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party  are  those  which  in  the  judgment  of  Mr. 
Hand  arc  be^it  adapted  to  secui*e  the  well-ljeing  of 
the  citizens  of  our  country  and  to  ingui'C  the  pros- 
l)erity  of  the  nation.  He  is  an  ardent  and  efficient 
meinU»r  of  the  (rrand  Army  of  the  Republic  and 
delighti)  in  its  reunion.  He  has  a  pleasant  house 
and  lot  in  the  village  of  Howell  but  prefers  to  re- 
side upon  liis  farm  which  he  is  actively  carrying  on. 


^()NALI)    MclNTYKE.      Our   subject   ha^^ 

jjj  abandoned  active  business  life  while  yet 

at  an  age  that  he  can  enjoy  the  pleasures 

that  his  large  resources  can  give,  and  in 

this  he  shows  a  wisdom  greatiu*  than  that  displayed 

by  the  majority  of  men. 

He  was  biu'ii  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  V., 
September  19,  1831.  He  is  a  son  of  James  and 
Mary  (McCall)  Mclntyre,  both  natives  of  the  Em- 
pire State.  Our  subject's  father  was  there  an  ex- 
tensive farmer,  but  foreseeing gri»at  opfKU'tunities  in 
the  new  State  of  Michigan,  he  came  West  and  set- 
tled in  Unadilla  Township.  Livingstcm  County, 
first  taking  up  a  (piarter  section  of  (Government 
land  of  the  cla^s  that  is  known  as  oak  openings. 
On  his  newly  acquired  tract  he  erected  a  log  houi*e 
which  he  made  his  residence  until  death  overt<K)k 
him,  .January  2fi.  1S72.  His  wife  survived  him 
until  June  1,  \HH:\. 

Our  subject's  |)attMnal  giaudsire  was  Donald  Mc- 
Intyre,  whose  natal  day  was  July  16.  17.59.  His 
wife   wa».    Ann     Mdntvre.  and    thev   w^ie    both 


natives  of  Scotland,  where  the  former  was  engaged 
as  a  shepherd,  but  after  coming  to  America  he  be- 
wime  a  farmer.  They  were  the  parent**  of  eleven 
childi'en,  one  of  whom,  John  Mclntyre,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  of  whom 
we  write  is  one  of  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
only  nine,  however,  now  living.  They  are  Donald, 
Jane,  Peter,  Ann,  Hugh.  Floi-a,  Mary,  James  and 
Janet.  The  two  who  are  deceased  are  Eliza  and 
Ruth. 

The  religious  training  in  the  homestead  was  that 
of  the  Presbyterian  denomination,  both  parents 
l)eing  memlwi's  of  that  body.  The  father  of  the 
family  was  a  Whig,  but  in  later  years  l)ecame  a 
Republican.  He  was  honored  by  several  positions 
within  the  gift  of  the  township  and  was  greatly 
respected  as  a  man  of  integrity  and  good  financial 
standing.  Our  subject  was  raised  on  the  home 
farm  and  remained  at  home  until  he  was  twentv- 
six  years  of  age.  He  received  a  lilwi'al  education, 
attending  select  si^hools  in  Ann  Arbor.  After 
finishing  his  coui'se  of  study  he  was  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Ingham  County,  this  State,  lieing 
thus  employed  Ijoth  before  and  after  marriage. 

Mr.  Mclntyre  made  his  fii-st  jmrehase  of  land  in 
White  Oak  Township,  Ingham  County,  in  1858. 
It  comi)rised  eighty  ac^res  of  land  and  he  built 
therecm  a  fine  hewed  log  house.  He  later  added 
other  land  and  improved  this  so  that  it  l>ecaine 
regarded  as  one  of  the  l)est  farms  in  the  district. 
He  mised  fine  cattle  and  sheep  upon  the  place*. 
On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  our  subject 
enlisted  in  Company  A,  of  the  Fii'st  Michigan 
Engineers  and  Mechanics  Regiment,  being  mus- 
tered into  service  in  Dec»emlHM'  1863.  After  a  varied 
and  interesting  servic*e  he  was  honombly  discharg- 
ed  and  returned  home  October  1,  1865.  He  was 
with  Sherman  on  his  memorable  march  from 
Atlanta  to  the  sea. 

After  returning  from  the  war  he  sold  Ins  place 
and  moved  to  the  city  where  he  pui^chased  ]>rop- 
erty  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town  and  upon 
which  he  now  lives,  lie  was  united  in  marriage 
in  1858  to  Miss  Olive  M.  llerrick  of  Waterloo, 
.lacksiMi  C(»unty,  this  State.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Samuel  M.  and  Sarah  E.  (Newman)  Herrick, 
nati>^s  of  Xrw  York  wliore  the  former  was  ;i  boot 
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and  shoe  maker,  lie  came  to  Michi^ii  in  1845  and 
settled  in  Waterloo,  engaging  soon  after  in  farm- 
ing. Of  eight  children  which  were  bom  to  this 
couple  only  four  are  now  living,  Issmv  N.,  William 
S.,  Sarah  E.  and  Olive  M.  The  jmrentn  died  in 
Jackson  County,  after  a  long  association  with  the 
meml)ers  of  the  Presbyterian  religious  body.  The 
father  was  originally  a  Whig  but  later  l)ecAme  a 
Republican. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  has  a  family  of  five 
children.  They  arc  (ieorge  11..  Anna  M.,  Ella, 
Flora  B.  a  id  Donald.  Tlie  eldest  son  married 
Mary  Smith;  they  are  the  parents  of  four  children 
(Uenn,  Ethel,  Benjamin  II.  and  Josephine.  This 
son  is  a  farmer  by  calling  and  also  a  politician;  he 
is  now  Sui)ervisor  of  the  township.  Anna  M.  is 
Mrs.  J.  II.  Smith;  she  is  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren ( J  rover,  Letha  and  Mclntyre;  her  husband  is 
also  engaged  in  farming.  Ella  is  now  Mrs.  1.  J. 
King  and  is  the  mother  of  two  children.  I^»e  and 
Erma.  Mr.  Mclntyre  is  an  uncompromising  Ke- 
pubhcan.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I'nion  Vetemn 
Tnion.  He  and  his  wife  are  memlHM-s  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Our  subject  has 
l)een  the  architect  of  his  own  fortunes,  having  had 
nothing  to  l)egin  with  but  what  he  made  by  his 
own  efforts. 


-^         -^ 


-5  — 


US.  HELEN  L.  M.  LAKE.  One  of  the 
most  potent  factors  in  the  civilization  of 
any  section  of  our  country  is  to  Ik*  found 
in  the  character  and  influence  of  it>  women 
of  education  and  refinement.  Not  only  all  who 
come  in  contact  witli  them,  but  all  who  h've  in  tlu^ir 
yicinity,  are  insensibly  eU'vated  and  refined  by 
knowini*  that  such  women  are  in  their  midst.  This 
is  trebly  true  when  such  charactei*s  add  to  their 
intluence  the  power  of  a  gcMitle  and  juniable  dispo- 
sition, which  is  effective  by  it>  very  apparent  lack 
of  aggressiveness,  for  it  arouses  no  opposition 
and  leads  the  way  to  higher  things. 

Such  a  character  do  we  find  in  the  widow  of 
Oeorge  B.  Lake,  whose  loss  was  deeply  felt  by  all 


who  knew  him  when  he  passed  from  earth  in  1884. 
This  gentleman  was  l)om  in  Howell  Township, 
Livingston  County,  in  1845,  and  was  the  son  of 
Rial  and  Mary  F.  (Burt)  I^ke.  His  father  was  an 
educaeor,  l)eing  at  one  time  a  professor  in  a  school 
of  high  standing  in  Philadelphia.  Vermont  was 
his  native  State  and  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1838, 
settling  in  Howell  Township,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  through  all  his  later  years. 

The  education  of  Oeorge  B.  I^ke  was  carried  on 
in  the  schools  of  Howell  and  was  supplemented  by 
home  instruction,  which  fitted  him  admirably  for 
his  matriculation  at  the  Michigan  University  at 
Ann  Arbor.  He  took  there  a  course  as  Civil  Engi- 
neer and  received  his  diploma  in  1869.  Subsequent 
to  his  graduation,  Mr.  A.  A.  Robinson,  who  was  a 
classmate  of  his  at  the  university,  wrote  him,  beg- 
ging that  he  would  come  to  Kansas,  where  he  (Mr. 
Robinson)  had  secured  a  position  on  the  Atchison, 
Topeka  A'  Santa  Fe  I^ilroad.  Mr.  I^ke  joined  his 
friend  and  became  Assistant  Kngineer  in  1869.  In 
IH71  the  young  man  had  advanced  to  the  position 
of  Division  Superintendent  of  the  Atchison,  To- 
peka tfe  Santa  Fe  Railroad,  and  five  yeai'S  later  he 
became  Suj)erintendent  of  Track  and  Bridges.  In 
1H7H  he  took  the  position  of  principal  Assistant 
and  Consulting  Kngineer,  and  in  1884  he  l)eeame 
( 'hief  Kngineer  of  the  same  road.  During  the  same 
yvixr  he  was  taken  sick  at  his  home  in  Topeka,  Kan.^ 
and  died  of  pneumonia. 

Fhe  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  I^ke  had  taken 
l)lace  on  Christmas  Day,  1878,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  deatli  they  had  two  l>eautiful  children,  George 
B.,  Jr.,  and  Helen.  After  her  husl)and*s  death  Mi-s. 
Lake  returned  to  her  home  in  Howell.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Z.  II.  and  Lutheria  (Johnson) 
Marsli,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  old  Bay 
State.  Dr.  Marsh  received  his  medical  education 
at  .leffcMson  College,  Philadelphia,  from  which  he 
took  his  diploma  and  practiced  his  profession  for  a 
short  time  in  a  small  town  called  Ware  Village,  in 
Massachusetts,  before  removing  to  New  York  City, 
where  he  remained  in  the  active  practice  of  his 
profession  until  he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Howell.  Besides  carrying  on  his  profession  here 
he  established  the  fii^t  regular  drug  store  in  Howell, 
which  he  managed  for  twenty  years,  after  which 
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time  his  health  failed  and  he  retired  from  active 
life.  He  lias  now  reached  the  venei-able  age  of 
eij^hty  years  and  wai*  l)ereaved  of  his  l)eloved  and 
faithful  wife  in  1887.  Of  their  three  children  but 
two  are  living,  Mrs.  I^ke  and  her  brother,  Edwin 
.1.  Mareh,  who  is  a  lawyer  at  (irand  Rapids. 

Sinct*  ^Irs.  lake's  return  to  Howell  she  has  built 
a  fine  greenhouse,  the  only  one  in  the  county,  and 
hai?  established  a  flourishing  Inisiness  in  cut  flowers 
and  jiotted  plants.  She  also  looks  after  her  farm 
in  the  township  and  has  pi*oven  herself  a  thorough 
and  systematic  business  woman,  llie  home  in 
whicli  she  and  her  children  reside  on  Hubble  Street 
is  the  scene  of  a  harmonious  household  and  a  hos- 
|)i table  abode.  She  is  a  lady  whose  education,  l>oth 
literary  and  musical,  made  her  a  true  helpmate  and 
a  fitting  companion  to  the  talented  and  highly  edu- 
cated gentleman,  with  whom  she  had  the  happiness 
to  sfK^nd  the  brief  years  of  their  married  life.  She 
has  taught  in  the  public  schools  of  I^nsing  and 
also  taught  nnisic  in  Big  Rapids,  Mich.,  and 
wherever  she  has  lived  and  in  whatever  circle  she 
has   moved  she  has  been  alike  iK^lovjd  and  prized- 


^ 
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5  DWAHl)  C'.C  HAPIN,  one  of  the  prominent 
attorneys  of  the  city  of  J-Ansing,  Ingham 
County,  has  his  office  at  No.  108  Michigan 
Avenue  West,  and  has  l)een  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession  since  1878.  He  is  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  and  was  Inirn  in  the  city  of  New 
Haven,  June  8,  1844.  His  father.  Rev.  S.  S.  Chapin, 
is  a  clergyman  of  the  Kjnscopal  Church,  and  his 
mother,  who  died  in  187(5.  was  Julia  (Coan)  Cha- 
pin. Until  fifteen  years  of  age  Mr.  Chapin  lived 
five  veai"s  in  New  Haven,  two  in  New  York  Citv 
and  eight  nejir  Norwich,  Conn,,  and  then  came 
West  with  his  parent^  and  located  in  the  city  of 
Marshall,  Mich.,  where  his  father  had  l)een  called 
to  the  rectorship  of  the  Kpis<M)pal  Church  of  that 
eityl  Mr.  Chapin  as  a  boy  attended  school  in  Con- 
necticut and  in  Uie  city  of  Marshall,  and  gradua- 
ted at  Racine  College,  Haeine,  AVis..  receiving  the 
degree   of  Bachelor  of  Arts   in    the  class  of  1867. 


After  finishing  his  college  life  he  was  connected 
with  the  State  Department  of  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan until  1871.  He  then  entered  the  law  otliceof 
Messi-s.Dart  dr  Wiley,  in  Lansing,  and  was  admitted 
to  practice  in  1873  when  he  opened  an  office  and 
has  continued  in  pi-actice  to  the  present  time.  Mr. 
Chapin  held  the  office  of  (circuit  Court  Commis- 
sionei*  for  four  veal's,  and  was  also  Citv  Attornev 
for  the  city  of  Lansing  for  a  like  numl>t»r  of  yeaix 
In  politicks  he  has  always  lK»en  a  Republican,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  order;  he  a  meml>er  of 
the  Ei)isc»opal  Chui-ch,  and  for  many  yeai*s  has 
been  one  of  the  Wardens  of  St  Paul's  Church,  of 
I^nsing.  Mr.  Chapin  was  married  on  April  22, 
1874,  to  Klla  H.  Kina:,  of  New  York  Citv.  Thev 
have  three  children:  Cornelius  King,  Roy  Dike- 
man  and  Mabel le  Rose.  Mrs.  Chapin  V  father,  Mr. 
James  W.  King  made  his  home  in  I^insing  from  187 1 
until  his  decease  in  1884.  His  wife.  Mi's.  Hannah 
S.  King,  is  still  living,  and  resides  with  .Mr.  i'hapin 
and  his  wife.  The  Chapin  family  and  the  Coan 
family  were  all  of  New  Hngland  st<^)ck,  jls  weit» 
also  the  families  of  A|r.  and  King.  For  the  last 
four  years  Mr.  Chapin  has  been  connected  with 
the  legal  department  of  the  Minneapolis,  St.  Paul 
Ar  Sault  St.  Marie  Railway  coiu])any,  and  for  the 
last  two  years  has  l)een  one  of  the  directoi-s  of  the 
People's  Saving  Bank  of  West  liay  City.  In  ad- 
dition U>  his  business  in  connection  with  the  mil- 
road,  he  has  given  his  attention  to  general  law- 
practice. 


f^.^*v5^i^^^^ 


/p§E()K(;E  W.  FRKEMAN.  The  manufa<•tur- 
^-=,  ing  interests  of  lousing  form  a  very  con- 
s^  siderable  factor  in  the  development  of  the 
resources  of  this  citv  and  section  of  this  State. 
The  wealth  of  Michigan's  mines  and  forests  c(»uld 
never  have  lieen  transmuted  into  gold  had  it  not 
l)een  for  the  touch  of  the  philosopher's  >tone.  which 
in  this  instance  consisted  of  the  inventive  genius 
and  enterprising  s[)irit  of  the  men  of  the  State. 

Our  subject,  who   is  tlu' Secretary  and  Manager 
of  the    Andei-son    Rf>ad  Cart  Company,   is  one  of 
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these  men,  bright,  shrewd,  enterprising  and  intelli- 
gent, who  have  helped  to  change  our  State  from  a 
wilderness  to  a  populous  center.  He  organized  the 
company  in  which  he  is  interested  and  is  a  thor- 
ough and  practical  manufacturer.  He  was  born 
in  Locki>ort,  N.  V.,  March  12,  1844,  his  father, 
Robert  Freeman,  being  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and 
later  bec*oming  a  farmer  in  New  York. 

Rol)ert  Freeman  emigrated  from  the  Fast  to 
Farmington,  Oakland  County,  Mich.,  and  there  lo- 
cated upon  a  farm  until  1855,  when  he  removed  to 
Prairieville,  liarrv  Count v,  and  made  that  his  final 
home,  as  he  passed  away  liefore  the  breaking  out 
of  the  Civil  War.  He  was  a  man  who  was  deeply 
interested  in  iiublic  mattei-s  although  he  did  not 
take  an  active  part  in  them,  but  voted  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket,  and  was  an  earnest  and  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcoi>al  Church.  His  wife, 
who  was  of  Welsh  descent,  l)ore  the  maiden  name 
of  Mary  A.  Chapman.  Her  fatlier  died  in  New^ 
York  and  she  lived  until  188;"),  when  she  passed 
away  in  Michigan.  Eleven  children  have  called 
her  mother  and  six  of  these  are  now  living,  two 
sons  having  lost  their  lives  in  the  Civil  War. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  a  little  fell(»w  of  some 
three  years  of  age  when  he  came  to  Michigan,  and 
made  his  home  with  his  j)arents  alM)ut  eighteen 
miles  from  Detroit,  and  he  was  eleven  veai*s  old 
when  he  went  to  lijirrv  Countv,  where  he  studied 
in  the  district  schools  and  early  went  to  work  upon 
the  fniin.  After  his  lather's  death  he  undertook 
the  nianagoineut  of  the  old  farm,  which  consisted 
of  citJfhtv-tive  acres,  a  tract  of  land  which  he  still 
owns  and  which  is  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation. 
In  18()3  he  became  clerk  in  the  otfice  of  the  Regis- 
trar of  Deeds,  being  in  the  <le()artnient  which  had 
charge  of  the  Abstract  of  Titles.  Here  he  remained 
for  one  year  only,  as  his  patriotic  impulses  led  him 
to  give  up  his  office  and  enlist  in  the  service  of  his 
countrv. 

The  vouni;  soldier  became  a  member  of  Com- 
pany  E,  Fifty-first  Wisconsin  Infantry,  being  mus- 
tered in  at  Madivson,  Wis.,  and  serving  until  the 
closo  of  the  war  in  the  Army  (►f  the  Potomac.  His 
regiment  was  engaged  in  skirmishing  and  raiding 
and  took  part  in  Price's  raid.  Mr.  Freeman  was 
detailed  as  clerk  in  the  Adjutant's  Department  and 


served  there  for  some  time.  In  the  spring  of  1865 
he  was  ordered  to  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  where  he 
was  mustered  out  and  discharged  under  the  s|>ecial 
order  in  July,  1865.  The  regiment  was  returned 
to  Madison,  from  which  point  they  dispersed  in 
August. 

The   oil   fever  was  now  at  its  height  and  the 
young  soldier  went  to  Pennsylvania  and  speculated 
for  awhile,  but  as  he  did  not  make  a  fortune  he 
soon  returned  to  Iterry  and  again  entered  the  oftk* 
of  the  Registrar  of  Deeds.     Here  he  continued  for 
five  yeai-s  and  in  January,  1871,  he  was  appointed 
Clerk  in  the  State  Department  under  Mr.  Stryker. 
in  1872.  and  finally  l>eoame  chief  clerk  in  his  office. 
He  served  for  four  terms  under  Messrs.  Stiyker, 
Holden,   Jenniso,    and    Covant,   making    sixteen 
veai-s  of  faithful  service  in  this  oflSce.     In  Januarv. 
1887,  Mr.  Freeman   received  the  appointment  to 
the  office  of  Kxecutive  Clerk  under  Gov.  Luce,  and 
by  virtue  of  his  ai)pointment  he  was  also  Secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Pardons.     This  position   he  filled 
until  October,  1887,  when  he  resigned  his  office  to 
enter  business. 

Mr.  Freeman  became  an  incor|>orator  of  the 
Anderson  Road  Cart  Comj)any,  October  18.  1887, 
and  was  at  once  elected  its  Manager  and  Secretary 
being  a  large  stockholder  and  one  of  the  I)irectoi"S. 
The  business  has  l)een  greatly  enlarged  and  they 
now  manufacture  a  full  line  of  the  carts,  making 
a  specialty  of  road,  track  and  si)eeding  carts,  and 
turning  out  frcmi  forty  to  fifty  vehicles  a  day.  It 
is  a  thonmgh  manufacturing  institution  and  makes 
every  i)art  of  every  vehicle  in  its  output. 

The  hap|)y  home  of  our  subject  is  at  the  corner 
of  Ottawa  and  Claypole  Streets  and  the  lady  who 
is  the  presiding  genius  ))ec«me  Mrs.  Freeman  in 
(irand  Hapids  in  1867,  her  maiden  name  was  Carrie 
A.  Mead,  and  she  was  born  in  Fishkill,  N.  Y.,  and 
is  a  daughter  of  Finch  Mead,  who  l>ecame  an  early 
settler  of  Michigan,  where  he  still  carries  on  a  fine 
faiin.  Three  children  have  crowned  this  union: 
the  eldest  (Jeorge  L..  is  already  a  young  business 
man  and  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Road  Cart  Com- 
pany, while  Edith  E.  and  Joe  B.  are  at  home  with 
their  parents.  Mr.  Freeman  Ix^longs  to  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellow.s,  to  the  Royal  Ar- 
canum and  to  the  Foresters,     His  wile  is  an  earnest 
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and  devoted  member  of  the  Congregational  Church 
\ji  which  she  occupies  a  position  of  usefulness  and 
influence.  The  declarations  of  tlie  Republican 
party  embody  the  political  views  of  Mr.  Freeman 
and  he  is  most  earnestly  and  devotedly  attached  to 
his  party.  He  is  Chairman  not  only  of  the  Ward 
Committ<}e,  but  also  of  the  City  and  County  Com- 
mittee and  has  frequently  been  a  delegate  to 
county  and  State  conventions. 


t^ 


^  ENRY  G.  REYNOLDS,  M.  S.,  the  Secretary 
of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  was  born 
1^  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y,,  July  4,  1851.  The 
\^)  advent  of  the  first  ancestor  of  the  Reynolds 
family  to  the  United  States  dates  from  1634,  at 
which  time  he  came  from  England.  The  family 
name  was  spelled  for  several  genemtions  Raynolds, 
but  was  changed  to  Reynolds  b}'  the  father  of  our 
subject  because  of  the  conflicting  claim  made  to 
the  mail  that  came  for  him  by  another  man  of  the 
same  name.  The  first  definite  knowledge  we  have 
of  this  family  l)egins  with  the  history  of  the  Rev. 
Peter  Raynolds,  a  Congregational  minister,  who 
was  born  Noveml)er  26,  1700,  and  died  May  11, 
1768.  He  left  a  son  who  was  known  as  Deacon 
John  Raynolds.  His  birth  took  place  in  Enfield, 
Conn.  His  son,  James  L.  Raynolds,  was  also  born 
in  Enfield  and  was  an  officer  in  the  War  of  1812. 
From  him  descended  James  L.  Revnolds,  the  father 
of  Henrv  O.     He  was  born  in  Enfield,  Conn.,  June 


7,  1811. 


James  L.  Revnolds  removed  from  his  native 
State  to  Ohio  in  1833  and  settled  in  MassiUon, 
where  he  was  emplo^'ed  as  a  merchant  for  fifteen 
veal's,  afterward  he  went  to  Chicago,  where  he 
spent  fifteen  yeai*s,  succtessfully  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business.  In  1866  he  retired  from  act- 
ive labor  and  his  decease  oc'curred  in  California  in 
1873.  Henry  G.  Reynolds  spent  the  fii-st  fifteen 
yeai's  of  his  life  in  Cliicag<»  and  was  a  student  for 
one  year  in  the  High  School  of  that  city.  In  1866 
he  entered  the  Michigan  State  Agricultural  Col- 


lege at  I^nsing.     From  this  institution  he  grad 
uated  in    1870    with    the  degree  of   Bachelor   of 
Science  and  in  1873  his  Alma  Mater  honored  him 
with  the  degree  of  Master  of  Science. 

After  graduating  Mr.  Reynolds  spent  nearly 
three  years  in  Europe,  traveling  and  enjoying  an 
advanced  course  of  studies  in  the  labratorv  of  Dr. 
Fresenius  at  Wie«l>aden  in  German  v.  He  then  lo- 
cated  at  Old  Mission,  Mich.,  where  he  was  emplo^^ed 
as  a  fruit-grower  until  called  to  his  present  jx)sition 
in  1885.  While  at  Old  Mission  he  was  especially 
interested  in  apple  and  pear  culture. 

On  September  24,  1874,  Mr.  Reynolds  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Frances  Llewellyn  of  Mexico,  Mo. 
Mrs.  Reynolds  was  born  February  28,  1850,  in 
Louisville,  Ky.  Her  father,  Robert  Llewellyn,  was 
born  in  Birmingham,  England;  her  mother,  Abi- 
gail Knott,  was  !)orn  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  but  was 
of  English  ancestry.  The  mother  of  Henry  G. 
Reynolds  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Green 
Duncan,  and  was  born  January  4,  1819,  at  Massil- 
lon,  Ohio,  of  which  her  father,  James,  was  the 
founder.  He  was  a  man  of  recognized  ability  and 
great  executive  power,  having  sterling  business 
qualities  and  a  profound  interest  in  the  pioneer 
development  of  the  State.  He  is  still  remembered 
in  Massillon  as  a  man  to  whom  the  citv  is  indebt- 
ed  for  many  of  the  privileges  it  now  enjoys.  He 
was  also  one  of  the  earliest  developei-s  of  the  Upper 
Michigan  mining  district,  in  the  region  of  Negau- 
nee.  lie  was  born  in  Concord,  N.  H.,  May  2,  1789, 
and  died  in  Chicago,  March  15,  1863.  Mrs.  Rey- 
nolds is  still  living  and  resides  with  her  son  at  the 
Michigan  Agricultural  College. 

Mr.  and  Mi*s.  Henry  (i.  Reynolds  are  the  parents 
of  six  children  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Fred- 
erick L..  Robert  L.,  Duncan  L..  Jessie  L..  Margaret 
y.  and  Graham  L.  Frederick,  who  was  born  De- 
cember 21,  1875.  and  Robert,  born  June  25, 
1877,  are  students  in  the  A<»riculturMl  College; 
Duncan  was  boin  October  2.  1879;  Jessie,  April 
22,  1883;  Margaret,  October  30,  1885,  and  (Irahani 
October  5,  1887.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  a  member  of 
the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Airrieultiire  from 
1S79  to  1885.  Hotli  he  and  his  wife  are  nienil»er> 
of  the  Episcojial  Church  of  Lansing.  In  })oli- 
tics  he  is  independent.     He  is  a  strong  believer  in 
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the  industrial  system  of  the  college.  During  his 
JSe^Tetaryshij)  he  prepared  and  published  a  general 
index  of  the  agricultural  reports  of  Michigan  from 
1849  to  1888,  inchisive.  This  work  has  lH»en  ap- 
preciated hv  all  who  have  had  (X'casion  to  refer  to 
these  volumes. 

In  connection  with  this  biography  will  l)e  found 
a  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  Kevni»lds. 


^ 


fe 


:«: 


^ 


® 


OBERT  M.  PORTER.  He  of  whom  we 
write  was  born  in  Hillsdale  County,  this 
State,  in  the  township  of  Litchfield,  Decem- 
l>er  12,  1851.  He  was  only  sixteen  yeai^  of 
age  when  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  and 
was  engaged  in  clerking  in  a  drug  store  atl^uincy. 
Thence  he  was  employed  in  a  dry-goods  store 
where  he  remained  for  three  years  and  was  then 
clerk  in  the  dry-goods  house  at  Litchfield,  remain- 
ing there  also  two  yeai-s.  His  advent  into  Will- 
iamston,  Ingham  County,  was  made  in  187.5  and 
since  that  time  he  has  here  made  his  residence. 

On  first  coming  to  Williamston  our  subjec^t 
was  engaged  ati  a  clerk  in  a  dry-goods  store 
and  remained  there  for  six  years.  He  then  came 
into  the  hardware  store  in  the*  year  of  1^81*  as 
dork  for  !Mr.  .lessup  and  has  since  been  engaged 
here.  In  1878  Mr.  Porter  was  married  in  William- 
ston to  Flora  J.  Clark,  a  daughter  of  Henry  Clark, 
the  mother  being  Margrette  (Shaw)  Clark.  They 
wore  nntives  (»f  Lerov,  (ieiiesre  Counlv.  N.  Y. 

This  union,  which  has  Ikhmi  :i  very  happy  one 
hM>  resulted  in  the  birtli  of  two  children — 
Clarence  11.  and  Il(»ward  C..  lM»th  of  whom  are 
at  home.  Mr.  Porter  is  a  .Master  Mason,  being  a 
meinl)er  of  Williamston  Lodge. y(>.  153.  Politically 
he  is  a  Democrat  and  has  held  ollice  under  his 
party  in  the  village  of  Williamston  for  the  j)ast 
two  yeai^s.  lie  has  been  Township  Clerk  for  six 
veal's  and  is  the  present  incumbent  of  that  positirm. 
Our  subjecCs  father.  Robert  M.  Porter,  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  All>ion  Collei^e  and  he  of  whom 
we  writ<?  holds  a  life  scholarship  there  and  also  a 
life  scholarship  in  Hillsdale  Collegia  which  was  pur- 


chased by  his  father.  A  brother  of  the  senior 
Rol>ert  ^r.  l*orter,  was  a  Hepi*esentative  in  the 
United  States  congress  from  Minnesota  and  a 
brother  of  our  subject's  mother,  Jacob  Stokes^,  was 
a  meml>er  of  the  Tivasury  De|)artnient  of  the 
I'nited  State's. 

It  will  not  Ik*  (mt  of  place  to  here  give  a  some- 
what extended  notice  of  the  |)arents  of  the  gentle- 
man of  whom  we  are  writing.  His  father  was 
KoIkm-I  .M.  Porter,  a  native  of  I^ncaster,  Pa.,  who. 
in  an  early  day,  crame  to  Calhoun  County,  Mich, 
and  followed  milling  in  Homer  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  afterward  went  to  Litchfield,  Hillsdale 
County,  and  there  ran  a  mill  known  as  that  of 
Fowler  iV  Porter.  He  then  went  to  Scipio  Town- 
shij)  and  was  the  proprietor  of  a  large  estalilish- 
ment  known  as  the  Porter  Mills.  I^ter  he  went 
to  Burr  Oak,  St.  .Joseph  County,  and  there  ran  a 
mill  and  finally  k)cated  in  (hiincv.  Branch  Countv. 
an<l  was  there  engaged  in  the  milling  b\isiness  with 
a  Mr.  Hogei*s,  continuing  in  this  c^uinei-tion  until 
his  decease,  which  occurred  in  1883. 

Robert  Porter,  Sr.  was  married,  in  Phi!ade1pin». 
to  Miss  Fanny  St<»kes,  a  native  of  that  city.  She 
died  in  I8r)i>  in  Scipio  Township,  Hillsdale  County, 
Mich.  To  this  couj)le  were  bom  four  children — 
Jacob  M.,  llenrv  C.,  Harriet,  Uol)ert  M.  ana 
Fremont  C.  Our  subject's  father  w^a^j  nearly  all 
his  life  engaged  in  milling.  He  was  a  Master 
MjLson  which  w?is  greatly  to  his  advantage  in  pio- 
neer days. 


V 


♦=:• 


•{•=-'j*.:=^'j* 


OinoN  M.  MONROE.  A  goodly  numlH?r  of 
veterans  of  the  late  war  that  were  drawn 
i\  x>..  from  Ingham  County  still  survive  and  offer 
a  bright  example  to  the  young  men  who  are  com- 
ing up  to-day  of  the  disintei'ested  loyalty  that 
prompted  them  to  throw  all  into  the  balaiUH*  with 
the  chances  of  war.  for  at  that  time  there  wa-«<  iu» 
assurance,  in  tact  apparently  small  chance,  of  any 
remuneration  for  services  and  it  was  certain  that 
many  would  sacrifice  their  lives.     Our  subject  was 
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tme  of  the  most  valiant  of  the  regiment  that  went 
out  from  his  native  State,  and  that  was  detailed  to 
duty  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

The  gentleman  who  now  owns  the  model  farm 
located  on  section  34,  I^roy  Township,  is  a  native 
of  Livingston  County,  this  State.  He  was  born 
September  23,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Francis  and 
Luana  (Hix)  Monroe.  He  is  a  brother  of  J.  M. 
Monroe,  of  whom  a  sketch  appears  in  another  part 
of  this  Album.  Reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State  during  his  Ijoyhood  life,  school  duties  and 
farm  duties  were  shared  with  tlve  Imlance  in  favor 
of  the  latter,  for  at  that  time  there  was  much  to  be 
done  to  put  the  land  in  a  productive  state  and  la- 
bor was  not  easy  to  be  had.  He  engaged  in  farm- 
ing as  soon  as  he  was  able  and  old  enough  to  do 
the  lightest  work,  and  although  he  is  not  among 
the  older  men  of  the  State  he  can  still  recall  many 
pioneer  experiences  relating  to  his  youthful  days.   ' 

The  writer  doubts  whether  there  is  any  other  i 
nation  that  has  such  extensive  readers  as  are  the 
Americans,  and  althougli  Mr.  Monroe's  education 
would  not  be  considered  at  the  present  time  a  lib- 
eral one  he  made  up  the  deficiency  in  this  respect 
by  broad  and  general  reading.  He  is  an  intelligent 
man  and  a  good  conversationalist.  August  14,  I 
1862,  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Twenty- 
second  Michigan    Infantry.     He  fought  in  many 

of  the  battles  of  the  late  war  which  are  already 

I 

celebrated  in  history,  and  as  time  passes  will  stand 
out  more  prominently  in  the  history  of  the  nation. 
He  was  a  participant  in  the  Imttle  of  Chickamauga 
and  was  there  wounded  in  the  left  arm  by  a  minie 
ball,  after  which  he  was  in  the  hospital  for  a  short 
time.  He  was  discharged  from  active  service  De- 
cember 8,  1863,  after  which  he  returned  to  Michi- 
gan and  has  since  made  his  home  in  this  State. 

After  returning  from  the  army  Mr.  Monroe  was 
married  December  28,  1864  to  Miss  Caroline  Sim- 
mons, a  daughter  of  Ephraim  and  Nancy  Simmons, 
of  New  York  State.  This  worthy  couple  have 
been  the  parents  of  four  children,  whose  names 
are  as  follows:  Fred  L.  married  Miss  Lora  L. 
Hubbard,  and  resides  on  the  home  farm;  Nel- 
lie A.,  Lewis  N.  and  Harry  A.  The  daughter 
is  now  the  wife  of  Cr.  W.  Stowe.  The  original  of 
oui*  sketch  farms  eighty  acres  of  as  good  land  as  is 


in  Leroy  TofWBfihip.  He  is  a  meml)er  of  the  Meth- 
odist Protestant  Church  and  morally  his  character 
and  standing  is  without  reproach.  He  is  of  a  pro- 
giessive  tendency  and  seeks  to  encourage  every- 
thing that  tends  to  have  a  refining  and  elevating 
influence,  both  in  this  family  and  in  general  social 
relations.  Politically,  our  subject  is  a  Republican 
and  the  success  of  his  party  is  as  dear  to  him  as 
though  he  were  personally  interested. 


■•  •  »  « ^^ 


^RANK   W.    SHUMWAY,   M.  D.      We   are 

pleased  to  pi-esent  the  life  sketch  of  this 
professional  gentleman,  who  has  made  his 
mark  and  established  his  reputaion  in  Ingham 
County.  His  father,  Charles  Shumway,  was  born 
in  1822  at  Kvans'  Mills,  Jefferson  County,  N.  Y., 
and  removed  while  still  a  young  man  to  Ohio, 
where  he  was  graduated  in  medicine  in  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  later  came  to  Jackson  County,  Mich., 
where  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at 
Napoleon.  Aft«r  a  number  of  yeai-s  he  removed 
to  Lowell,  Kent  County,  where  he  resided  until  his 
death  in  1859. 

Dr.  Charles  Shumway  and  his  wife,  Klizal>eth 
Bun  ton,  were  the  parents  of  the  foUowing  chil- 
dren: Charles  A.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  book  and 
stationery  business  in  New  York  City;  Frank  W., 
our  subject,  and  (ieorge.  The  fatlier  carried  on  a 
drug-store  at  Lowell  in  connection  with  an  exten- 
sive practice  which  reached  through  almost  every 
section  of  Kent  County  in  those  earlv  da  vs.  and  he 
was  considered  a  pioneei-  all  through  that  region, 

Christmas  Day,  1856,  was  the  ))rin)al  date  in  the 
life  of  our  subject  and  he  was  born  in  Lowell, 
Mass.  When  a  little  child  of  three  veal's  he  lost 
his  father  by  death  and  grew  up  under  the  care 
and  guidance  of  his  mother.  They  have  ahvay.-? 
remained  together  and  she  now  makes  her  home 
with  him.  In  the  course  of  time  he  and  his  mother 
removed  to  Grand  Rapids,  afterward  to  Tonia  and 
finally  to  l^nsing,  where  our  subject  commenced 
the  study  of  medicine  under  Dr.  C.  M.  Haden.  He 
aftei^fard   studied   in    Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  was 
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graduated  from  the  We8U»rn  Reserve  College  in 
1881  and  from  the  Medical  Department  of  \V(h>s- 
ter  University  in  1881.  He  had  naturally  ehoKMi 
the  Western  Reserve  College  as  his  Alma  Mater  as 
his  father  had  acquired  his  education  there. 

Williamstown  became  the  scene  of  the  youni? 
Doctor's  first  efforts  to  establish  a  practice  and  his 
success  has  been  pronounced.  He  has  added  to  his 
social  prestige  and  influence  by  a  matrimonial  al- 
liance with  Tone  W.  Crossman,  daughter  of  the 
Hon.  D.  L,  Crossman,  of  whom  mention  is  made 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  This  marriage  took  place 
in  October,  1888,  in  Williamston.  Dr.  Shumwav 
owns  a  residence  in  lousing  and  some  iiftt»en 
building  lots  in  that  city,  besides  a  residence  on 
(xrand  River  Street  E.,  and  other  property  in  , 
Williamstown.  He  is  a  Mason  of  both  the  Blue 
Lodge  and  Royal  Arch  Degrees  and  is  Past  Com- 
mander of  the  Knights  of  the  Macaibees  at  Will- 
iamston, and  has  been  Village  Health  otticer  for 
four  years.  In  politics  he  has  made  himself  <me  . 
with  the  Republican  party  and  is  an  earnest  sup- 
porter of  the  principles  and  policy  of  that  Ixidy. 


/ 


EK  (;HA\1)  CLARK.  Could  an  old  set- 
11  ((7>J  tiers'  meeting  be  held  at  sonu'  convenient 
U^  point  in  Hart  land.  Livingston  C<»unty, 
where  all  the  men  who  have  iivtul  in  this  State  and 
county  from  its  earliest  settlement  could  meet  and 
talk  over  the  experiences  of  by-i;one  days,  many 
would  be  the  interi'stinii  advcnturo  and  danirer- 
(MIS  risks  cncnuntcnMJ.  Allhougli  our  subject 
would  not  In-  llic  oldest  of  these,  his  would  be  no 
uninteresting  tale,  lie  is  now  one  of  the  substan- 
tial fanners  locatrd  on  section  II,  of  llartland 
Townshi}),  Li\ing.>ton  County,  lie  was  born  in 
Monti^omery  County.  N.  V..  in  the  town  of 
l\ing>borough.  NoveniluT  2."),  ISI  1. 

Our  subject's  father  was  Elislia  (  lark,  a  native 
of  Connecticut;  he  was  a  shoemaker,  and  afterward 
became  a  maker  of  gloves  and  niitlens.  He  died 
at  the  age  of  about  forty-six  yeai*s  in  New   York 


State.  The  mother  of  our  subject  liv€Ki  lo  he 
seventy. six  years  of  age,  her  decrease  taking  place 
in  her  native  State.  They  were  the  ]Kii\'iit2i  of  six 
children,  three  sons  and  three  daughtei-s.  All  but 
(me  of  these  are  still  living.  He  of  whom  we 
write  is  the  second  child  and  son,  and  was  reared 
in  his  native  place  where  he  remained  until  twenty- 
three  \eai*s  of  age. 

Our  subject's  first  marriage  t<>ok  place  llecember 
1,  1837,  His  bride's  name  was  Catherine  M.  Vro- 
man,  a  native  of  the  same  State  with  hinu»elf. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  sous  whose  names  are 
as  follows:  William  IL,  Wellington,  Edward  X.. 
Lanson  K.,  Arthur  B.,  and  lx)reuzo  (i.  AVilliam 
H.  is  a  resident  in  Hartland  Township,  and  here 
operates  a  farm;  Wellington  resides  in  Owosso: 
Kdward  lives  in  Hartland  Township;  Uins<m  whu 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  died  in  1889: 
Arthur  and  Lorenzo  l)oth  reside  in  Hartland  Town- 
shij).  The  mother  of  these  children  Ylied  Septem- 
ber 14.  I8r)(».  She  was  laid  away  in  all  tenderness 
in  Hodges  cemetery.  The  oldest  child  at  the 
time  of  her  death  was  fourteen  years  of  age. 

For  three  yeais  Mr.  (  huk  kept  house  with  his 
family  of  six  boys,  the  youngest  being  only  two 
years  i»ld  at  the  time  of  his  mother's  death.     It  was 

• 

quite  a  struggle  for  him  to  fill  the  place  of  mother 
as  well  as  father  for  his  motherless  little  ones,  and 
many  were  the  womanly  duties  that  he  was  obliged 
to  perform.  Mondays  he  gave  up  to  the  neccessary 
(lonicslic  work,  washing,  ironing  and  baking.  At 
the  end  of  three  years  he  again  married,  his  wife 
l>eing  in  her  maiden  days  Abigail  G.  Bussey,  a 
native  of  New  Vc)rk,  who  came  to  this  State  with 
her  parent^  in  the  spring  of  1813. 

After  our  subject's  lirst  marriage,  he  locjited  in 
Ontario  (  ounty  in  the  town  of  Victor,  N.  Y., 
where  he  for  three  years  worked  at  the  carpenter's 
trade;  at  the  end  of  this  time  he  came  to  Michigan 
an<l  located  in  this  county  and  township,  where  he 
now  resides.     At  the  time  of  his  advent  here,  only 

• 

seven  acres  of  the  i)lace  were  improved,  and  a  little 
old  loii  house  had  been  erected  by  s<.»me  previous 
owner.  He  was  to  work  the  farm  on  shares,  and 
so  continiM'd  for  al»out  eight  yeai*s,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  hi-  purchasi'd  it.  going  into  debt 
to    the   extent    of    ^700    and     paying     the    ex- 
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orbitant  interest  which  wtis  at  that  time  de- 
manded. He  did  not  fully  clear  the  place  from 
encumbrances  until  1860  and  for  twenty  years 
made  the  original  little  old  log^  house  his  home. 

Mr.  Clark  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
acres  of  fine,  productive  land,  most  of  which  is 
under  cultivation.  He  is  doing  a  general  farming 
business,  paying  especial  attention  to  the  breeding 
of  certain  kinds  of  stock.  He  keeps  al)Out  two 
hundred  head  of  sheep,  whicli  are  good  breeds  and 
always  bring  a  good  market  price.  Mr.  Clark 
came  here  a  |)oor  man  and  with  a  large  family  to 
take  care  of  and  suffering  many  disadvantages,  it 
took  some  time  to  establish  him  in  a  good  financial 
lM)sition.  He  well  deserves  the  resi;)ect  and  confi- 
dence that  his  neighbors  and  fellow-townsmen 
accord  liim,  having  been  throughout  life  a  self- 
sacrificing,  loyal  and  patriotic  citizen,  and  one 
whr»  has  never  deviated  from  the  principles  of 
truth  and  honor,  whatever  mav  have  l)een  the 
temptation,  lie  has  been  awarded  several  local 
offices  in  the  gift  of  the  township,  having  been 
Road  Commissioner  and  Path-master  for  a  numl)er 
of  veal's.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  pref- 
rence  and  in  his  religious  relations  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church. 


EORGE  HICKS.  One  of  the  l>est  known 
--.  famili&H  in  Putnam  Township,  Livingston 
ifi}  County,  is  repres(»nt^d  by  the  gentleman  i 
whose  name  api)eai*s  at  the  o)>ening  of  this  ]>ar-  j 
agraph.  His  father,  Amos  Hicks,  was  a  Massa- 
chusetts farmer,  and  his  mother,  Mary  Ix)ve,  a  na- 
tive of  England  whence  she  ua*  brought  to 
America  when  an  infant.  Tliey  moved  from  New 
York  to  Michigan  in  1825,  and  settled  in  Washte- 
naw County,  near  Ann  Arbor,  when  there  wan  but 
one  log  house  in  what  is  now  that  l>eautiful  uni- 
versity town.  The  father  settled  his  family  upon 
an  unbroken  farm,  to  which  they  had  come  in  a 
wagon  drawn  by  an  ox-team,  (hir  subject  was 
then  an  infant  in  his  mother's  arms,  and  in  cross- 
ing the  Maumee  River  the  wagon  gave  a  lurch  and 


threw  mother  and  infant  out  into  the  deep  mud. 
The  wagon  wheel  passed  over  the  child  and  buried 
him  but  when  he  was  extricated  and  washed  he 
was  found  to  have   sustained  no  injury. 

Indians  abounded  in  those  days,  and  there  were 
but  few  whites  near  them.  The  savages  were 
friendly  and  neighborly,  and  the  family  had  many 
interesting  experiences  with  them,  but  never  any 
difficulties.  Mr.  Hicks  remembers  seeing  over  one 
hundred  canoes  with  Indians  in  them  upon  the 
Huron  River  at  one  time.  The  father  was  a  great 
hunter,  and  provided  the  family  abundantly  with 
wild  meats.  He  died  in  1833,  and  his  wife  sur- 
vived until  about  twenty-three  yeai's  ago.  They 
were  the  parents  of  fifteen  children,  four  of  whom 
are  still  living. 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  November  6, 
1824,  and  as  he  was  lx)rn  in  New  York  State  just 
Ixjfore  the  removal  of  his  parents  to  the  West,  he 
did  not  have  the  opportunities  for  education  that 
had  been  given  to  his  older  brothers  and  sisters, 
for  a  poor  man  in  pioneer  times  must  take  what 
he  could  get  and  not  what  he  would  wish;  but  he 
was  sent  for  a  short  time  to  a  subscription  school, 
and  received  home  training  in  true  principles  and 
in  love  for  his  country,  as  his  father  had  been  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  boy  grew  up  in 
the  wild  woods  of  Washtenaw  County,  and  began 
to  work  as  soon  as  he  was  large  enough   to  do  so. 

When  eighteen  years  old  the  young  man  went 
to  Yi>silanti  to  learn  the  blacksmith  trade,  and 
worked  at  it  for  three  years,  after  which  he  was 
cmph>yed  by  various  farmers  in  Washtenaw 
Count V  until  he  became  a  victim  of  the  California 
fever  in  1850,  and  went  by  the  way  of  I^anama  to 
San  Francisco.  He  was  ver^'  sick  upon  his  trip 
DUt,  suffering  from  Panama  fever,  and  was  forty- 
five  days  out  of  sight  of  land,  but  in  the  mines  he 
was  fairly  successful,  and  was  gone  for  two  years, 
coming  back  by  way  of  Nicaraugua.  When  he 
started  for  home  from  California,  after  he  left  the 
mines  he  was  met  by  a  man  upon  a  mule  who 
stopped  him  and  questioned  him,  and  then  passed 
on.  Two  miles  further  on  he  met  him  again,  and 
the  third  time  he  met  him,  and  he  evidentlv  in- 
tended  to  rob  him,  but  for  some  reas<jn  let  him  go. 

Upon  returning  to  Michigan   Mr.  Hicks  bought 
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eighty  acres  of  the  farm  upon  which  he  now  re- 
sides, finding  it  i)artly  improved  and  upon  it  a  log 
liouse.  He  had  had  enough  of  a  roaming  life,  and 
being  deteimined  to  remain  in  Michigan  he  estab- 
lished a  home  by  taking  to  himself  a  wife  March  10, 
1853.  Mrs.  Hicks  was  bom  in  New  York  sixty- 
two  3' ears  ago,  and  in  her  maidenhood  was  known 
as  Luc3'  A.  Lowell,  whose  father,  Joseph  Lowell, 
was  an  early  settler  near  Scio,  Washtenaw  County. 
The  home  farm  is  now  all  finely'  improved,  and 
they  had  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Sand- 
stone Township,  Jackson  County,  which  they  have 
given  to  their  son. 

Mr.  Hicks  has  done  a  vast  amount  of  hard  work 
in  Livingston  County,  Michigan, and  all  the  build- 
ings upon  his  place  have  been  put  up  by  him,  and 
he  drew  with  his  team  from  Saginaw  County  every 
stick  of  lumber  which  went  into  his  residence.  He 
and  his  excellent  wife  are  the  parents  of  six  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  now  living.  They  are  as 
follows:  Mary  F.,  born  February  27,  1854.  now 
the  wife  of  Sharon  Swarthout,  of  Anderson,  and 
mother  of  three  children  ;  (Jeorge  Henry,  born 
June  80,  185(),  who  married  Nettie  Thompson. and 
lives  in  Jackson  County  ;  Charles,  born  September 
1,  18G1,  who  married  Kva  Hendee,  and  lives  in 
Jacks<m  County,  and  has  one  child;  IIerl)ert  M.,  l)orn 
June  5,  18()5  ;  and  Eninia,  Novemlicr  6.  18r)8,  who 
both  live  at  home.  To  all  of  these  children  the 
parents  have  <riven  the  best  educational  advantages 
which  were  within  their  ability  to  j^rocure.  and 
although  deprived  of  such  opportunities  in  his 
own  childhood,  the  father  has  appreciated  them 
for  others,  and  in  hi>  position  as  member  of  the 
School  Hoard  he  has  l)een  eflicient  and    judicious. 

l^)litics  have  ever  interested  this  intellitjent 
gentleman,  and  in  Ins  early  davs  he  voted  the 
Whig  ticket  and  later  the  Re])ublican,  but  is  now 
atfiliating  with  the  People's  |)artv.  He  was  urged 
to  run  as  a  candidate  for  Supervisor  upon  that 
ticket,  but  declined.  He  still  carries  on  the  farm 
himself,  but  he  and  his  good  wife  are  both  sutTer- 
ing  the  effects  of  having  worked  too  hard  through 
all  their  younger  years. 

Mrs.  Hicks  was  the  daughter  of  ,Ioseph  and 
I*hebe  (Ives)  Lowell,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Vermont,  who  removed  to  New  York   in    1818, 


and  there  made  their  home  until  1837,  when  they 
came  to  the  Wolverine  State  and  settled  in  Web- 
ster Township,  Washtenaw  County,  u{)on  a  farm 
from  which  they  -removed,  somewhat  later,  to 
Marion  Township,  this  county,  and  the  father 
died  there  forty  years  ago,  while  the  mother  sur- 
vived him  some  eighteen  years,  and  died  in 
Ingham  County,  lliey  were  the  parents  of  eight 
children,  four  of  whom  are  still  living.  Mrs. 
Hicks  was  Ixjrn  Septeml)er  3,  1829,  in  Victor 
Township,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  After  coming 
to  Michigan  she  attended  both  district  and  select 
schools,  and  thus  prepared  herself  for  teaching, 
which  she  pursued  for  some  time  in  Ingham 
County. 


-•^^lt*(g;i^^^ 


AHLY  H.  SEXTON.  So  many  men  in  these 
j  Jlj  days  of  large  chances  have  made  more  than 
handsome  competencies,  having  l)egun  with 
nothing  on  starting  out  in  life,  that  such 
ciLse.s  have  ceased  to  be  remarkable.  The  qualifi- 
cations, however,  necessary  to  bring  alK>ut  such 
success  can  never  cease  to  Ik?  worthy  of  our  admira- 
tion.  He  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  our  sketch 
is  one  of  the  army  of  pushing,  aggi*essive  men  who 
are  never  sati.^fied  unless  they  can  attain  the 
highest  position  that  can  l)e  aimed  for.  Mr. 
Sexton  started  out  in  life  without  monev  or  influ- 
ence,  but  by  the  exercise  of  his  fine  executive  and 

4 

financial  ability  he  succeeded  in  amassing  a  hand- 
simie  fortune,  and  attaining  a  S(K*ial  position  in 
the  community  in  which  he  has  cast  his  lot  that  is 
second  to  n(me.  lie  is  universally  known  through- 
out this  vicinity  iis  a  capitalist  of  undeniable  abil- 
ity. 

Mr.  Sextcm  is  a  native  of  Sherburn,  Chenango 
County,  N.  Y.,  there  born  May  20,  1821.  He  is  a 
son  of  Joseph  and  Janet  (Wallace)  Sexton,  natives 
of  C(»nnecticut.  The  former  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, although  he  united  the  employment  of  a 
builder  and  contractor  with  his  other  interest*^ 
while  residing  in  New  York  State.  He  took  a 
contract   to    build  a   section  of    the   Delaware   Ar 
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Chesapeake  Canal  and  also  one  on  the  Chenango 
Canal,  where  he  went  after  his  marriage,  settling 
in  Chenango  County.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  the 
month  of  March,  1837,  first  locating  in  Washtenaw 
County  and  from  there  later  coming  to  Livingston 
County  and  settling  three  miles  south  of  Howell 
(m  a  farm  which  he  purchased.  He  died  Feb- 
ruary 14,  1845.  His  consort  was  spared  until 
1863,  passing  away  in  December.  Mr.  Sexton,  Sr., 
owned  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  of 
the  kind  that  is  known  as  oak  otjenings.  He  built 
thereon  a  log  house  and  was  considered  one  of  the 
wealthy  men  of  the  township.  He  was  of  Irish 
descent  and  his  wife  of  Scotch  descent.  They  had 
a  family  of  eleven  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to 
manhood  and  womanhood.  Their  names  are  as 
follows:  Octavia,  Augustus,  Janet,  William,  Sarah 
P.,  John  H.,  Julia  A.,  Sanford  R.,  Sylvester,  Parly 
II.  and  David  H.  The  children  who  are  still  sur- 
viving are  Augustus,  William,  Sarah,  Sanford,  Parly 
and  David.  Their  combined  ages  aggregate  four 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  years. 

Our  subject's  father  was  a  Whig.  He  and  his 
wife  were  followers  of  the  Methodist  C-hurch,  join- 
ing it  ill  its  primitive  days  when  the  wearing  of  a 
flower  or  rib})on  was  considered  a  sin.  lie  was  a 
lilieral  man  and  his  children  are  all  highly  respected 
members  of  the  communitv  in  which  thev  live. 
Our  subject  was  mised'a  farmer  boy  and  lived  at 
home  until  alK>ut  twenty  3'ears  of  age.  Such  edu- 
cation as  he  has  received  was  actpiired  before  he 
was  fifteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  left  home 
and  began  working  for  himself  in  order  to  be  self- 
supporting.  In  1841  he  went  back  to  New  York 
and  was  engaged  on  the  New  York  61  Erie  Rail- 
road, at  the  time  forming  the  acquaintance  of  the 
lady  whom  he  afterward  made  his  wife. 

Mr.  Sexton  was  united  in  matrimony  to  Miss 
Lucinda  L.  Going,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  James 
and  Annie  (Young)  Going,  natives  of  the  States 
of  Vermont  and  New  IIam{)shire  respectively,  their 
marriage  being  solemnized  May  8,  1842.  Our 
subject's  wife  is  one  of  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  lived  to  l)e  men  and  women  grown.  They 
are  Seneca  Y.,  Samantha  T.,  Sarah  A.,  Lucinda  L., 
James  L.  and  Joseph.  The  lady's  paternal  grand- 
parents were  Jonathan  and  Sarah  (Kendall)  Going. 


They  had  a  family'  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter, 
all  of  the  sons  becoming  Baptist  clergymen.  They 
are  Jonathan,  James,  Eliab  and  Ezra  and  Sarah, 
who  married  Rev.  Elijah  W.  Freeman  a  Baptist  min- 
inister.  The  firet  named  was  President  of  the 
Granville  College  of  Ohio;  Ezra  was]connected  with 
the  same  college  and  also  had  charge  of  the  collec- 
tions for  the  colleges.  The  family  have  always 
taken  a  high  stand  in  educational  and  literary 
matters,  being  known  far  and  near  as  men  of  un- 
usual culture  and  mental  training. 

After  his  marriage  in  1842,  Mr.  Sexton  returned  to 
Michigan  on  foot  in  order  to  settle  up  some  business 
matters  in  the  way  of  collection  and  notes  that 
were  due  here..  He  could  not,  however,  get  the 
money,  as  there  were  no  currency  in  the  country. 
He  managed,  however,  to  make  a  trade  for  fifty 
acres  of  land  in  Genesee  County,  which  was  the 
first  land  that  he  owned.  He  never,  however,  re- 
sided at  the  place.  Failing  in  getting  his  mone\, 
which  he  wished  to  use  to  bring  his  wife  and  es- 
tablish himself  in  the  West,  there  was  no  alter- 
native but  to  go  back  to  New  York  on  foot  again. 
He  borrowed  $26  and  accepted  from  his  wife  the 
little  store  of  money  that  she  had  laid  aside  out  of 
her  earnings  as  a  teacher.  With  this  he  procured 
a  wagon  and  one  horse  and  with  this  outfit  he 
}>rought  his  wife  and  first-born,  Sarah  A.,  at  that 
lime  three  months  old,  with  the  few  things  that 
were  alxsolutely  necessary  to  their  existence.  They 
led  a  Bohemian  kind  of  existence  on  the  way  hither, 
being  on  the  road  for  four  weeks,  during  which 
time  they  camped  out  over  night  in  their  covered 
wagon. 

The  first  home  of  the  young  couple  in  this  State 
was  in  Marion  Township,  Livingston  County, 
where  our  subject  secured  forty  acres  of  land  and 
built  thereon  a  log  house.  Later  he  purchased  an 
adjoining  tract  so  that  his  farm  aggregated  one 
hundred  twenty  acres.  This  he  sold  and  bought 
one  hundred  sixty  acres  in  the  western  part  of  the 
township,  afterward  adding  forty  acres  more.  This 
he  lived  on  until  1866  and  moved  into  Howell  in 
1867,  building  a  residence  on  the  place  where  he 
now  lives.  Since  coming  here  he  has  built  two 
houses  adjoining  his  home  and  owns  another  house 
near  bv.     He  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
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land  in  Kansn-s  and  also  has  a  store  building  in 
Oxford.  Kan.,  and  an  the  years  liave  passed  has 
purchased  various  traet^i  of  land  in  ^liehigan. 

Five  children  have  come  to  the  parents  who 
have  made  their  struggle  so  bravely  and  have  done 
so  much  t^>  mitigate  the  hardships  and  trials  that 
they  have  endured.  They  are  Sarah  A.,  Cornelia 
M.,  James  N.  P.,  Oeorge  A.  and  Carrie  A.  The 
eldest  daughter  is  now  Mrs.  Jacob  IToaglaiid.  She 
is  the  mother  of  four  daught<?rs — May,  lk»atrice, 
Edna  and  Edith.  Cornelia  is  Mrs.  Horace  Hoag- 
land  and  is  the  proud  pai-ent  of  three  daughters. 
Minnie  S.,  Mabel  G.  and  Georgie.  James  married 
CorlistaHatton;  (Jeorge  A.  married  Eudora  liatton; 
Carrie  A.  is  the  wife  of  E.  (i.  Angel  and  is  the 
mother  of  two  sons,  Vanrenslear  T.  and  Harry  S. 

Mr.  Sexton  is  a  Republican  in  his  [)olitical  way 
of  thinking.  He  fraternizes  with  the  Masons  and 
religiously  he  and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the 
Baptist  Church,  of  which  body  he  is  a  Trustee. 

In  their  own  prosj)erity  they  do  not  forget  their 
early  struggles  and  deeply  sympathize  with  those 
who  are  situated  as  thev  were  and  are  ever  ready 
to  give  a  heli)ing  hand. 


^^*= 


^.f 


■^  KTKK  DHAN.  Among  the  pioneer  fami- 
lies of  Livingston  County  none  is  better 
known  throuirliout  the  coinmunitv  t  lan  the 
DcMns,  who  came  hither  in  IH.S7  when  the 
subject  of  this  >ketch  was  n  little  lM>y  of  seven 
years.  In  consi'ciuence  of  his  early  removal  to  this 
vicinity  this  gentleman  has  taken  almost  as  deep 
an  intere^t  in  the  affairs  of  the  county  as  though 
he  were  native  born,  and  the  regard  and  esteem 
which  is  universallv  irranted  to  the  sturdv  and 
honorable  pioneers  of  the  early  days  has  ccmie  to 
Xo  him  by  inheritance. 

The  beautiful  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twentv 
acres  which  emi)loys  the  energies  of  uur  subject  is 
to  be  found  on  section  D.  Howell  Township. 
Peter  Dean    >\as    born    on    the    llMh    of  .lanuarv. 

• 

1H30,  in  Livingston  County.  N.  Y.     lie  is  of  Kast- 
ern  parentage,  his  father.  Joseph,  being  a  native  of 


New  York,  and  his  mother,  Sarah  Sigler,  having 
been  l)orn  in  the  Keystone  State.  Joseph  T)ean 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  after  coming  to 
Michigan  operated  a  farm  in  Brighton  Township. 
Livingston  County,  until  death  ended  his  Iat)on< 
in  1H42.  His  faithful  and  devoted  ^ife  survived 
him  until  1863. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Daniel  Dean,  who  was  a  native  of  Waleti.  He  was 
'  a  lM)ot  and  shoe  maker  by  trade  and  came  ^ith  his 
wife,  Ann  Van  Horn,  to  Brighton,  Mich.,  the  year 
previous  to  his  son's  migration  hither.  He  here 
carried  on  a  farm  until  his  death.  Seven  children 
formed  his  household,  and  his  son  Joseph  had 
eight  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living, 
namely:  Peter,  Abraham  AV.,  Rensselaer,  and 
Hannah  J. 

The  l)oyhood  of  our  subject  was  si)ent  upon  a 
farm  and  his  school  days  found  him  attending  the 
school  of  the  village  of  Brighton.  He  lived  at 
home  until  1812,  after  which  he  worked  at  fanning 
in  this  county.  When  he  was  thirty  years  old  he 
|)urchased  a  piece  of  land  comprising  fifty  acres 
and  lived  uj)on  it  <me  year  in  Shiawassee  County, 
but  he  did  not  feel  at  home  there  and  sold  that 
property  and  returned  to  Howell  Township,  where 
he  bouo^ht  sixty-three  acres,  and  somewhat  later 
added  to  his  estate  by  purchasing  seventeen  acres 
just  across  the  roa<l  from  his  other  property  and 
uj)on  this  new  purchase  he  now  lives.  In  addition 
to  this  he  has  bouofht  forty  acre^*  one-half  mile 
south  of  his  home.  He  carries  a  fine  grade  of 
stock,  paying  especial  attention  to  fine  horses  and 
good  sheep. 

The  first  marriage  of  this  gentleman  united  him 
with  Miss  Hannah  Ackley,  a  daughter  of  Edwin 
Ackley  of  this  county,  and  by  this  marriage  there 
were  two  children,  Hertin  J.,  who  has  now  married 
Mi.'^s  Augusta  Tobin.and  lives  ufxm  a  farm  in  this 
township,  and  Claude  H..  who  is  still  with  his 
father.  The  mother  of  these  sons  departed  life  in 
188().  Hy  his  present  marriage  he  took  to  wife 
Mrs.  Maggie  Hodges  of  Clinton  County.  Mich., 
who  had  by  her  first  m.nrriage  two  children,  Bertie 
and  Kda.  This  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Fi*ancis  and 
Margaret  (Hri>tol)  Cardinal,  natives  of  Montreal, 
Canada,  who  moved  to  New  York  many  years  ago. 
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There  Mr.  Cardinal  died  and  the  widow  came  with 
her  family  to  Clinton  County,  Mich.,  where  she 
lived  until  death  called  her  hence.  Of  her  ten 
children  four  are  now  living,  namely:  Caroline, 
who  is  Mrs.  Isaac  Brown;  Maggie,  Mi's.  Dean; 
Sarah,  Mrs.  Bradley,  and  Olive,  Mrs.  Bradley-. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  public-spirited  man, 
who  has  ever  taken  an  intelligent  interest  in  the 
political  movements  of  his  adopted  land,  and  has 
attached  himself  to  the  Republican  paily.  He  has 
never  sought  official  position,  but  wields  a  strong 
influence  among  the  men  of  his  party  and  is 
looked  upon  as  a  leader  of  thought  The  early 
experiences  of  his  father's  family  in  their  first 
veal's  in  this  State  are  full  of  incidents  of  interest, 
and  he  might  recount  many  tales  of  hardship  and 
deprivation,  l^pon  their  first  coming  here  they 
were  at  one  time  destitute  of  everything  in  the 
eatable  line  except  potatoes  and  they  lived  for  an 
entire  week  upon  baked  potatoes  without  salt. 


OHN  H.  CHASE,  A.  B.,  A.  M.,  LL.  B.  Among 
the  citizens  of  Lansing  who  are  influential, 
in  public  offices  and  in  business  circles,  we 
are  pleased  to  present  the  portrait  and  bio- 
graphy of  Mr.  Chase,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  and  insurance  business.  For  the  past  four 
years  he  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  his 
term  of  office  expired  May  4,  1891. 

Mr.  Chase  was  born  August  5,  1846,  in  the 
township  of  Bedford,  Calhoun  County,  this  State, 
two  miles  from  Battle  Creek.  His  honored  father, 
Daniel  S.  Chase,  was  born  in  Charleston,  N.  Y'., 
and  his  grandfather,  Benjamin  Chase,  was  from 
Rhode  Island  and  at  an  early  time  removed  to 
Chase  Hill  on  Holland  Patent,  forty  miles  from 
Buffalo,  where  he  made  his  home  for  many  yeai-s. 
They  belonged  to  the  old  Rhode  Island  Chase 
family  and  our  subject  is  in  the  eighth  generation 
from  Aquilla  -Chase  of  Colonial  fame. 

Daniel  S.  Chase  was  a  natural  mechanic  and 
early  took  up  the  trades  of  carpenter  and  mill- 


wright. He  was  a  man  of  progressive  ideas  and 
easily  developed  his  carpenter  work,  so  as  to  under- 
take the  business  of  contractor  and  builder,  and  at 
the  time  of  his  death  was  the  owner  of  both  a  saw- 
mill and  a  g^'istmill.  Numerous  mills  have  been 
favored  by  his  work,  as  he  put  in  Stanton  wheels, 
lx)th  horizontal  and  upright,  in  many  places.  He 
moved  to  Baltimore,  Barry  County,  this  State,  in 
1854  and  bought  a  tract  of  land  in  the  township 
of  Baltimore,  where  he  put  up  a  sawmill  on  Cedar 
Creek.  In  1859  he  erected  a  gristmill,  which  he 
had  in  operation  at  the  time  of  his  death,  October 
20,  1859. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  Daniel  S. 
Chase  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lucy  Y.  Hicks, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  William  Hicks,  of  Battle 
Creek  who  came  to  that  place  in  1835.  Her  three 
children  are,  our  subject,  Franklin  M.,  now  in 
Boyne  City,  and  Mrs.  Francelia  M.,  wife  of  Alex- 
ander PMmunds  of  Baltimore  Township,  Barry 
County.     Our  subject  left  home   soon   after   his 

father's  death  and  lived  with  Mr.   Hicks   of   Cal- 

• 

houn  County,  but  the  mother  remained  at  the  old 
home  until  1863  when  she  went  to  Johnstown, 
Barry  County  and  in  the  year  of  1866  she  re- 
moved to  Olivet.  Her  son  John  resided  with  her 
in  that  village  until  1874,  receiving  his  education 
and  being  graduated  at  the  college  there  during 
that  year,  receiving  the  degree  of  A.  B.  Later  he 
took  a  post-graduate  coui*se  and  afterward  entered 
the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan 
at  Ann  Arbor,  and  earned  the  additional  degrees 
of  A.  M.  and  L.  L.  B.  After  this  he  was  for  a 
time  in  Detroit  and  in  Battle  Creek. 

While  in  Battle  Creek,  Mr.  Chase  met  with  an 
accident  from  an  unryly  hoi*se  and  had  his  knee 
badly  injured,  which  caused  him  to  be  laid  up  for 
two  yeai*s.  When  he  was  able  to  Ije  about  again 
he  took  up  his  trade  of  carpenter  and  came  to 
Lansing  in  1882.  Here  he  followed  his  trade  until 
1887,  when  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  He  was  a  candidate  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  although  the  wards  were  Demo- 
cratic he  had  a  large  majority  of  vot(»s  against 
two  other  candidates  and  could  have  had  the  re- 
election, but  refused  to  consider  it.  Since  the  ex- 
piration of  his  office,  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
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law  practice.  Mr.  Cha^  \va>  married  in  IH79  lo 
Miss  Al)l)ie  M.  I)unsnioix%  daughter  of  IMiiio  Dnns- 
moro,  who  was  an  old  settler  of  Vpsilanti,  Waslite- 
new  County.  This  ladv  Wiui  lK)rn  Octolwr  2(L 
lHi)7  and  now  has  three  children — Theron  P., 
Lois  and  Walter  R. 

Mr.  CliJLse  has  lK*en  a  inemlKn*  of  the  Masonic 
order  since  1871,  having  joined  it  at  Olivet,  and 
serving  as  Si»nior  Deacon  in  1872.  The  following 
year  he  was  elected  Woi-shipful  Master  hy  a  s[>ecial 
disjjensation  from  the  floor  and  from  a  change  in 
the  Grand  I^odge  hv-laws  in  regard  to  elections  in 
sul)ordinate  lodges.  lie  held  the  ottice  a  year  and 
a  half,  attending  the  (irand  iA)dge  twice.  He 
joined  I^nsing  Lodge.  No.  :^l^.  in  188;")  hy 
demit,  and  he  hits  here  Ijeen  for  two  ycai-s  StMiior 
Deacon,  Secretary  for  one  year  and  last  year 
served  as  Woi*8hipful  MaiJter.  lie  was  re-elected 
to  that  olHee  hut  declined,  awepting  instead  the 
SecTetaryship.  During  the  year  when  he  was 
Master  the  lodge  conferred  seventy-six  degrees 
and  had  fourteen  degrees  left  over  for  the  follow- 
ing* year,  thus  hringing  it  in  range  with  the  most 
important  ones  in  the  State  and  it  now  stands  fifth 
in  rank  for  active  work. 


♦-♦- 
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LONZO  C.  KILLKH.  The  name  at  the 
head  of  this  sket<*h  which  is  Inmoied  and 
di«:nitied  hy  havinir  U'en  that  of  one  of 
the  mo>t  brilliant  men  in  recent  history  in 
America,  is  also  that  of  the  proprietor  and  owner 
of  the  farm  on  s(»ction  'i.S,  Williamstown  township. 
Ingham  County.  He  was  here  born  January  2."). 
1848,  and  has  since  U'cn  a  lesith'nt  of  this  place 
with  the  exception  of  about  six  years  spent  in 
Shiawa.ssee  County,     lie    remained  at   home  until 

ft- 

al>out  thirty  years  of  ai^e,  renting  the  farm  of  his 
father  for  a  part  of  the  time. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  (ieorge  H.  Fuller,  a  native 
of  Dutchess  County.  N.  Y..  who.  when  a  Nouny: 
men.  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and  when  twen- 
ty-one years  of  age  he  came  to  Michigan,  slopping 
tirst  near  Ann   Arbor.      While    there  he   lost  his 


heart  to  a  maiden  of  the  district  whose*  name  wa< 
Mis<  I)elN>rah  Bunker,  daughter  of  William  Bunker, 
a  native  of  Ne%v  York  and  an  early  ?*<*ttler  near 
Ann  ArlM)r.  Sckui  after  their  marriage  they  came 
to  .lackson  and  settled  on  a  farm  where  thev  rer^ided 
for  sinne  time.  The  following  children  came  to 
them  during  that  period  of  their  history:  Orlando. 
Dorman.  .hH'hroe,  Hel»ecca  and(l(H)rge.  l^he  eldest 
son  is  now  decease<l.  Dorman  is  a  resident  of 
Lausini;  and  a  builder  an<l  contractor.  The  other 
children  are  all  deceased. 

in  1842  (ieorge  B.  Fuller cji me  to  Ingham  Ci>unty 
and  settled  on  three  hundred  and  twenty  aci'es  of 
lancl.  a  part  of  which  our  subject,  his  son,  now  n*- 
>ides  on.  lie  broke  and  cleared  this  tract  .nnd  there 
realized  the  hardshii>  of  pioneer  life.  After  com- 
ing to  Ingham  County  the  following  childi*en  wen^ 
lM>rn:  (Jeorge  F.,  Alonzo  C.,  Warren  and  Mary. 
He  was  a  meml)er  of  the  State  Militia  and  took  a 
very  prominent  stand  in  the  early  affairs  of  the 
county.  Mrs.  Deborah  (Bunker)  Fuller  died  in 
187.*^.    at    the    aije    of  sixty-three    veal's,    her   de- 

*^  •  ft 

cease  occurriuiif  in  Williamston  villasfe  whei*e  they 
had  resided  about  one  year.  Our  subject's  father 
later  married  Catherine  (iratton,  who  now  residt*s 
at  Williamston.  .Mr.  Fuller  returned  to  the  farm 
and  resided  about  tw(»  yeai*s.  but  his  last  days  weiv 
spent  in  the  village.  His  death  was  accidental  an '1 
occurred  while  unloadinif  wheat  in  Williamst^)n. 
Me  i)asse(l  away  DecemU'i-  21.  1883.  His  natal  dav 
was  August    11,  1811. 

On  the  death  of  our  subject's  father  he  of  wlioiu 
we  write,  left  a  farm  which  he  had  purchased  in 
Shiawassee  County,  and  which  comprised  oi\o 
hundred  twenty-seven  acres,  which  he  owns  at 
the  present  time,  and  came  to  his  father's  farm. 
Uy  ])urchase  he  came  into  possession  of  one-tliini 
of  one  hundred  twenty  acres  upon  which  he  now 
resides.  Having  a  home  and  all  the  conditions  of 
domestic  happiness  excepting  a  wife,  our  >ubjei't 
entered  into  the  marital  relation  March  15.  187(>. 
lli>  niairiaui'  took  place  in  the  city  of  Ijuisiuirand 
he  was  united  to  .Mis>  Lucv  C.  LarraU^e.  a  dau<rliter 
<»f  William  L.  Larrabee.  a  native  of  New  York,  who 
moved  to  IVnnsylvania  when  a  boy  and  was 
about  eighteen  yeai-s  of  age  when  became  to  Wa.**!!- 
tenaw  County.  Mich.      After    reaching  manhood 
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Mr.  I^rral)ee  was  married  to  Eliza  Mulholand.  The 
following  children  were  the  result  of  this  union: 
The  three  youngest  died  in  infancy,  those  surviv- 
ing are  William  C,  Jenny  I.,  Lucy  C,  Esther  P. 
and  Silas  M.  In  1865  Mr.  Larrabee  came  to  Ing- 
ham County  and  settled  on  a  fann  in  Williamston 
Township  where  he  resided  until  his  death,  which 
took  place  in  1886. 

The  domestic  relations  of  our  subject  have  been 
very  happy,  his  devotion  to  the  farm  work  out  of 
doors  has  been  seconded  by  his  wife's  perfect  house- 
keeping within.  They  are  the  parents  of  four 
children — Jenny  M.,  Lucy  M.,  Nelson  A.,  and 
Edwin  E.  Socially  Mr.  Fuller  belongs  to  the  Royal 
Arcanum.  He  is  a  Mason,  being  a  meml)er  of  a 
lodge  at  Williamston.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Farmers*  Alliance.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat  and 
was  appointed  to  fill  the  term  of  Charles  E.  Paddock 
as  Sujjervisor  in  1888  and  has  since  been  elected  to 
the  same  office  three  years  in  succession.  Our  sub- 
ject had  only  the  advantages  to  be  gained  at  a 
common  school  and  in  the  academy  at  Lansing. 


•»»i*'-i*p 
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ANIEL  HERRICK.  The  owner  of  the  farm 
on  section  24,  Leroy  Township,  Ingham 
County,  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  influ- 
ential citizens  of  this  district.  His  career 
has  been  identified  for  many  years  with  the  growth 
of  the  agricultural  district  wherein  he  lives.  He 
was  born  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  Noveml)er  30, 
1830,  and  is  a  son  of  Rufus  and  Lucinda( Sherwood) 
Herrick.  His  father  was  a  native  of  New  York 
State  and  his  mother  of  Massachusetts.  He  was 
the  second  soir  of  the  family  in  order  of  birth  and 
when  about  seven  yeai"8  of  age  his  parents  brought 
him  with  them  on  emigrating  to  Michigan. 

The  mode  of  traveling  was  at  the  time  of  our 
subject *s  advent  into  the  State  very  different  from 
now.  They  traveled  to  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  with  an  ox- 
team.  They  then  loaded  their  household  goods 
upon  a  vessel  and  came  to  Detroit  by  way  of  the 
lakes.  Thence  thev  resumed  their  ox-teams  and 
proceeded   to  Washtenaw  County,  this   State,  the 


family  locating  in  Salem  Township,  that  county. 
Shortly  after  their  settlement  here  they  sustained, 
an  irreparable  loss  in  the  death  of  the  father.  Thus 
the  widow  was  left  with  six  little  children  in  a 
new  country  where  life  was  by  no  means  easy.  As 
can  be  imagined  the  young  people  had  to  shift  for 
themselves  as  best  they  could  and  when  a  mere  lad 
our  subject  began  working  out  for  two  shillings  a 
day.  As  he  grew  older  his  services  grew  more  val- 
uable and  he  was  able  to  assist  his  mother  in  sup- 
porting the  family.  His  school  advantages  were 
very  limited,  but  he  has  so  keenly  appreciated  edu- 
cational advantages  that  he  has  been  one  of  the 
most  ardent  promoters  of  the  upbuilding  of  educa- 
tional institutions  in  this  district. 

Mr.  Herrick  *8  marriage  was  solemnized  October  6, 
1853,  the  bride  being  Mary  J.  Roberts,  daughter  of 
E.  C.  Roberts,  of  Washtenaw  County,  a  pioneer 
of  the  aforesaid  county.  The  young  wife  encour- 
aged her  husband  so  that  it  was  not  long  until  they 
had  acquired  a  home  of  their  own  that  was  com- 
fortable and  cozy,  if  it  could  not  boast  the  elegan- 
cies of  fashionable  life.  Eight  children  were  bom 
to  our  subject  and  his  wife,  and  of  these  four  are 
still  living.  They  are  Dwelly,  Fred  E.,  Edna  B. 
and  Adda.  The  eldest  son  is  now  a  professor  of 
music  in  the  new  State  of  Washington,  as  is  also 
the  youngest  daughter.  They  are  all  accomplished 
young  people  and  are  greatly  respected  wherever 
the}'  are  found. 

In  1853  Mr.  Herrick  came  to  Ingham  County 
from  Washtenaw  County,  settling  first  in  a  log  house 
on  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
one  acres.  It  was  at  the  time  very  wild  and  the 
work  of  reducing  it  to  its  present  finely  productive 
state  has  not  been  small.  The  experience  of  our 
subject  does  not  differ  greatly  from  that  of  other 
pioneers  in  the  State,  in  that  he  can  recall  many 
an  instance  of  adventure,  and  even  of  tragedy, 
that  would  make  the  eyes  of  the  present  genera- 
tion grow  round  with  astonishment  or  fear.  In 
the  early  days  his  home  was  a  frequent  stopping 
place  for  the  Indians  who  were  constant  in  beg- 
ging a  night's  lodging  or  a  meal.  Mr.  Herrick  has 
served  as  School  Director  of  his  district  for  a  num- 
ber of  yeai's  and  has  always  taken  an  active  inter- 
est in   both  church  and  school  matters.     His  life 
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lias  lieeii  ehamct^rized  bv  strict  adlierence  to  Cliris- 

• 

tiau  prineip'les.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  memlx?rs 
of  the  Methodist  Epi>copal  Church  and  liave  )>een 
so  connected  for  yeai-s.  Our  subject  is  Steward  of 
that  body  and  has  filled  other  offices.  Althoutfh 
one  of  the  older  men  who  still  enj^a^e  in  active 
fanning,  Mr.  Herrick  does  not  allow  himself  to  b<' 
left  in  the  rt^ar  in  the  progress  of  his  calling.  1 1  is 
farm  is  not  only  well  kept  up  but  he  owns  some  of 
the  finest  agricultural  implements  tlial  are  the  latest 
pattern  in  design.  He  and  his  wife  in  the  meridian 
of  their  career  enjoy  to  the  full  the  blessings  and 
advantages  that  are  granted  them  in  return  fni- 
their  earlv  veais  of  lalx)r. 


^#^^^^ 
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RS.  SALLY  ANN  OAKLKV.  Among  the 
"  ;V  pi'Oininent  women  of  White  Oak  Township 
we  are  pleased  to  present  the  name  of  the 
lady  of  proiKM'ty  who  resides  on  section 
J$3,  a  lady  who  is  notable  alike  in  her  home  jukI  in 
s<K*ial  and  church  circles,  and  to  whonj  is  nnivei- 
sally  granted  the  esteem  and  respect  of  those  who 
know  her.  Mrs.  Oaklev  is  a  native  of  New  York 
where  she  was  born  in  1811,  and  she  has  therefore 
rounded  out  foui-score  years  of  a  happy  life. 

Uichard  Oaklev,  the  husband  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  ISOI,  in  the  Kmpire  Slate,  their  wedding 
dnv  beinij  October,  2;').  183;').  The  maiden  name 
of  Mrs.  Oaklev  was  Sallv  Ann  (ianett.  Two  vears 
after  marriage  this  excellent  couple  ^tarted  for 
Michigan  to  take  possession  of  the  farm  which  Mi*. 
Oaklev  had  |)urchas^*d  the  previous  year.  Here 
upon  the  same  section  where  the  widow  now  makes 
her  home  thev  beiian  life  in  the  new  West  and 
reared  their  family. 

The   children    of    Mrs.    Oaklev  arc    as    follows: 

« 

Minerva,  born  August  13,  18.'37,  now  ^Irs.  Thomas 
Turner,  and  the  mother  of  two  children;  William. 
AY.,  born  Julv  UK  1839,  who  married  .lane  \'an 
Huren  and  has  four  children;  Richard  S..  whose 
birth  took  place  Septembei*  25,  184  Land  who  mar- 
ried, first,  Cornelia  Osman,  who  died  without  leav- 


ing children,  and  the  secon<l,  Sai*ah  Riggs,  whu 
has  one  child,  and  James  G.,  whose  ]>irtli  took 
|)lact»  June  I,  1843. and  who  married  Addie  Hedge- 
land.  To  James  and  Addie  Oaklev  wa.s  one  child 
born,  Mary  Hedgeland,  and  who  is  now  maiTied  t4» 
Mr.  John  Clemmens.  The  next  son,  Andrew  Jack- 
son by  name,  was  lK>rn  Si»j)teml)er  ii.  1845.  and  ha.-* 
now  passed  from  earth,  (ieorge  Washington  I K»ni 
November  27,  1847.  married  Maria  Hall  an<i  has 
tw<»  children.  Kddie  and  Klla  Ma  v.  Marv  Jane, 
born  Februarv  17.  18r>(>,  is  married  to  Woslev  Hav- 

•  •  • 

ner;  Daniel  I'otter,  lM>rn  April  ;'),  1852,  is  united 
with  Marv  \>'afl'el,  bv  whom  he  has  had  thi*ee  cliil- 
dren,  two  sons  and  a  daughter.  The  voimarest  son, 
Jonathan  Oaklev,  lM»rn  March  25,  1855,  is  now  <le- 
ceased. 

.Mrs.  Oaklev  is  having  a  fine  busine,'<sand  general 
farming  carried  on  on  her  estate  which  is  her  proj)- 
crty  during  life,  and  she  jnit**  the  work  in  the 
hands  of  her  son>.  The  farm  is  well  st4K*ked  and 
thev  :irc  carrvinii  it  <ui  with  etticiencv  and  success. 

•  •  •  * 

The  father  was  a  radical  I)em(K'i*at  and  the  son> 
adhere  to  the  same  |M>litical  d<K*trine.  The  Meth- 
odist Church  is  the  religious  lK)dv  with  which  thev 
are  in  svm))athv,  and  thev  are  earncstlv  inteit^sted 
in  Sunday-sclKK>l  work.  Mr.  Oakley  departed  this 
life  at  his  home  in  this  township  July  19.  1877. 
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?^^  KTH  ]\  lIAinHS,  a  representative  citizen 
of  section  18.  Locke  Townshij).  Ingham 
Count  V.  is  a  native  of  (Tcnesee  Count  v.  N. 
Y.,  and  was  born  May  10,  1842.  His  ])ar- 
ents  were  Daniel  and  Kliza  (Sage)  Harris,  natives 
of  Connecticut  and  Mass,*ichusett*i  resjuvtively. 
The  bov  wjvs  brounht  up  on  the  farm  and  lK*(*:unc 
a  farmer,  which  callinii:  he  has  pui*sued  throuifh 
life.  He  received  a  fair  education  in  his  voutli 
and  \\i\<  lu'cn  an  extensive  reader,  in  which  wav 
he  ]\t\>  enlarged  and  enlivened  his  understanding  of 
men  and  books. 

Our  subject  was  married  Februarv  2'J.  1871,  to 
Mary  J.  Wilson,  whose  mother,  Samh  Wilson,  was 
a  native  (►f  New  York,  and  her  father,  Robert,  was 
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an  Kn  owlish  man.  By  tliis  marriftge  two  children 
were  horn,  Sarah  F.  and  John.  Mr.  Harris  lii*sl 
came  to  Micliigan  in  1H69  and  returned  to  New 
York  to  s*ecnre  his  bride,  whom  he  brought  to  his 
new  home  in  1871.  Here  they  settled  in  the  wild 
woods  of  L(K'ke  Townsliip  and  for  eight  years  did 
genuine  pioneer  work,  and  suffered  from  that 
plague  of  pioneer  life,  the  ague.  Tliey  own  some 
eighty  acres  of  land  and  he  is  now  considered  one 
of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  county. 

The  Democratic  party  embodies  the  jiolitical 
principles  which  Mr.  Harris  endorses  and  his  help- 
ing hand  is  always  ready  to  forward  any  enterprise 
which  shall  build  up  the  social,  industrial  and 
financial  interest*^  of  the  countv.  It  Is  now  his 
third  year  jus  a  school  olHcer  and  several  yeai^s  ago 
he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  I*eac*e  but  declined  to 
(jualify. 

Mrs.  Harris  wjisborn  Novemlier  17,  lH43,iu  Rssex 
County.  N.  Y.  When  her  father  first  emigrated  to 
America  he  located  in  (-anada  for  a  short  time  and 
then  removed  to  New  York,  where  he  died.  She 
has  one  brother,  Charles  D.  Wilson,  who  resides  in 
New  York.  Her  father  was  a  (Quaker  in  his  reli- 
gious Hfe  and  her  mother  a  memlxM*  of  the  Metli- 
odist  Kpiscopal  Church.  In  the  s(K»ial  circles  of 
i>ocke  Township  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  fill  a  large 
and  important  place  and  are  dei>ended  upon  to  lead 
their  neigh  hoi's  in  matters  of  mutual  importance 
and  interest. 
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^^=^E0K(;E  B.  VAN  AITA.  lives  on  a  fine 
farm  of  five  hundred  and  thirteen  acres  in 
Meridian  Township.  Ingham  Countv,  this 
State*.  He  was  born  in  North  field  Township, 
Washtenaw  Countv,  July  ;i,  183r>.  His  parents 
were  Aaron  B.  and  Cynthia  (Banghart)  \'an  Attn, 
who  were  natives  of  New  Jersey.  They  were  mar- 
ried about  1821)  and  in  IS;V2  they  moved  to  Mich- 
igan. .Vrriving  in  Detroit  in  due  course  of  time 
thev  started  for  their  new  home  in  AVashtenaw 
County.  It  is  probable  thai  Mr.  Van  Atta  located 
this  laiid  in  1827,     At  any  rate  there  was  not  even 


a  trail  leading  to  the    place   and    they. had  to  find 
their  way  there  by  means  of  a  pocket  compass. 

The  land  which  the  elder  Mr.  Van  Atta  had  lo- 
cated was  situat<?d  nine  miles  northeast  of  Ann 
ArlK)r,  which  was  at  that  time  only  a  small  village, 
the  country  around  being  a  dense  wilderness. 
Only  a  very  few  settlei-s  had  arrived  in  the  countv 
previous  to  that  time.  His  nearest  neighlK)r  on 
the  south  was  six  miles  distiint.  Aaron  Van  Atta 
was  a  public-spirited  man  and  intere^sted  in  the 
progress  of  the  countv.  In  politics  he  was  an 
earnest  Democrat  and  was  one  of  the  first  Sheriff's 
of  Washtenaw  Countv.  He  wa^s  a  successful 
farmer,  commencing  with  a  quarter  section  of 
land,  he  improved  it  and  added  to  it  from  time  to 
time  until  his  death  which  ocinirred  in  1877,  and 
at  which  time  he  owned  a  valuable  farm  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Aaron  B.  Van  Atta's 
first  wife  died  in  1837,  leaving  three  children — 
William,  who  died  in  his  ninth  year;  Margaretta, 
who  was  born  in  1833  and  married  to  Hiram  Smith 
of  Pine  l^ake;  and  (ieorge  B.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketi*h.  About  four  vears  after  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  Mr.  \'an  Atta  was  again  married,  his 
bride  lieing  Elinor  Dowel's,  a  native  of  New  York. 
Seven  children  were  lK>rn  to  this  marriage,  four  of 
whom  still  survive. 

(ieorge  B.  Van  Atta  remained  at  home  attend- 
ing the  public  school  and  helping  with  the  farm 
until  he  was  about  twenty  yeai*s  old*,  he  also  spent 
one  t<M-m  in  the  Yj)silanti  State  Normal  School. 
When  alH)Ut  twenty  yeai*s  of  age  he  removed  to 
the  township  of  Locke  and  liought  one  hundred 
and  fifty  acre.s  of  land,  becoming  indebted  for  it  to 
the  extent  of  *9(M).  April  13,  1856,  our  subject 
wus  married  to  Elizabeth  Smith,  a  daught<»r  of 
James  and  Elizabeth  Smith  of  liath  Township. 
Clinton  Countv.  this  Stiiti*.  Thev  were  natives  of 
New  York  and  came  to  Michigan  in  an  early  day, 
settling  in  Washtenaw  Countv.  They  soon  re- 
moved to  Clinton  County,  however,  and  were 
among  the  earliest  settlers  there.  Mr.  Smith  died 
P'ebruary  H,  18o6,  his  wife  surviving  him  until  the 
f<»llowing  autumn. 

Mi's.  Van  Atta  was  one  of  fourtt^en  children 
l>orn  to  these  old  pioneers  and  at  the  present  date 
( lHt)l )  there  are  eight  representatives   of  the  fain- 
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ily  living.  She  was  born  in  Washtenaw  County, 
November  12,  1836.  The  original  of  this  sketch 
remained  on  his  farm  in  Locke  Township  until  the 
fall  of  1858,  when  he  exchanged  eighty  acres  of  it 
for  eighty  acres  of  the  land  now  occu|)ied  hy  him. 
There  was  at  that  time  only  thirty  acres  partially 
cleared  when  he  bought  it.  lie  added,  however, 
to  this  from  time  to  time  until  he  owned  at  one 
time  eight  hundred  and  forty  acres  lying  in  one 
tract. 

Eight  children  have  blest  the  union  of  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife.  They  are  Cynthia  A.,  Carrie  J., 
Rose  E.,  George  M.,  Theoren  A.,  Octavia  H.,  liertlm 
C.  and  Fernando  E.  The  eldest  daughter  was  born 
April  18,  1857.  She  was  married  to  Edward  Elliot 
of  VVilliamsUm  Township.  They  have  five  children 
whose  names  are,  Bertha,  Maude,  Orlo,  Ray  and 
Mary,  Mrs.  Elliott  was  educated  in  the  High  Sc*hools 
of  Ingham  County.  Carrie,  who  was  bom  Seplem- 
l3er3(),  1859,  married  Ernest  Banghart  of  I^ansing; 
she  is  the  mother  of  three  children — Arthur, 
(ieorge  and  Fred.  Mi*s.  lianghart  was  also  edu- 
cated in  the  High  Schools  of  the  counly.  Hose  E., 
born  December  18,  1861,  took  a  three  veai-s*  col- 
legiate  course  in  Hillsdale  College,  during  which 
she  made  a  specialty  of  music;  (reorge  M.,  born 
September  21,  1863,  t(K)k  a  course  in  both  Hills- 
dale College  and  the  Michigan  State  Agricullurnl 
College;  he  is  now  in  a  wholesale  and  retail  hard- 
ware establishment  in  Hucoda.  Wa>h.;  Theoren  A., 
born  January  23,  l«6r),  took  a  course  in  Poucher's 
Business  College  in  Ionia;  he  is  now  a  fanner  in 
Newton  County,  Mo.;  Octivia  B.  was  born  April 
20,  1870,  and  is  at  home;  Bertha  C.  wjis  born 
March  3,  1872,  and  is  now  a  student  at  Hillsdale 
College;  Fernando  E.  was  born  ()ctolx»r  19,  1H78, 
and  is  still  at  home.  Mr.  \^an  Attii  has  always 
kept  a  good  gra<le  of  sto<*k,  a  ixntion  of  his  farm 
being  especially  ada])ted  to  this  line  of  agricultural 
busin<»ss. 

Both  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Free-Will  Baptist  Church  of  Bath,  with  which 
they  have  been  connected  for  thirty  five  years. 
Their  commodious  brick  house  was  built  in  1879 
and  is  convenient  and  attractive.  The  attendant 
farm  buildings  arc  also  substantial  and  capacious. 
In  politics  our  subject   has   always   been  a  Demo- 


crat but  never  an  aspirant  for  political  honors. 
The  family  have  a  host  of  warm  friends  in  Ing- 
ham Count V  and  are  universally  esteemed  by  all 
who  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  their  acquaintance.  The 
grandmother  of  our  subject  on  his  father's  side 
was  a  native  of  Holland. 
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ifW  AKRISON  ().  CALL.  The  gentleman  whom 
|)  Cncle  Sam  has  seen  fit  and  proper  to  place 
at  the  head  of  pK>8tal  affairs  in  the  cit^^  of 
^  Mason.  Ingham  County,  Mich.,  is  he  whose 
name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  Besides  being 
personally  a  man  whose  integrity,  intelligence  and 
fitness  for  the  office  render  him  eligible  to  such  a 
position,  he  has  the  additional  advantage  of  hav- 
ing served  the  country  in  its  hour  of  need,  and 
during  the  late  Kel>ellion  hazarded  his  life  in  the 
chances  of  war.  This,  in  a  wise,  is  a  sort  of  obli- 
gation that  is  recognized,  even  l)efore  any  other, 
when  it  is  in  union  with  fitness  and  capability'. 

Postmaster  Call  was  born  in  Springport,  Cayuga 
County,  N.  V.,  April  17,  1842.  He  is  a  son  of 
Orlando  B.  and  Caroline  C.  (Crandall)  Call,  the 
father  being  a  native  of  Colerain,  Mass.,  and  the 
nu^thor,  of  Providence,  R.  I.  On  the  paternal  side 
our  subject  is  of  Scotch  descent  and  on  the  mater- 
nal, of  English,  thus  uniting  two  stanch  and  sturdy 
temperaments,  that  are  blended,  modified  and  l)eaii- 
tified  by  their  residence  and  adoption  into  America. 
Our  subject's  |)arents  came  to  this  State  in  1858, 
the  father  being  a  Baptist  minister  who  had  early 
ac(|uired  land  here,  so  that  our  subject  was  reared 
on  a  farm. 

As  a  l)Ov  the  "gentleman  of  whom  we  are  writinsr 
received  all  the  advantages  tliat  were  to  l>e  obtained 
in  a  country  school  and  the  additional  one  of  being 
a  member  of  a  family  whose  head  was  a  gentleman 
and  a  scholar.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the  War  of 
the  liclx^llion  young  Call  was  in  the  Union  School 
at  Corunna.  He  enlisted  in  Company  A,  of  the 
Twentieth  Michigan  Infantry,  August  9,  1862,  and 
was  the  greater  part  of  his  service  in  the  Armv  of 
the  Potomac.    For  six  months  he  Wft§  detailed  to 
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(iuty  a8  a  neout  in  Keutuekv  and  Tennessee,  durinfj 
which  time  he  had  many  interesting  and  exciting 
adventures.  He  took  part  in  tlie  Imttle  of  Freder- 
icksburg, was  also  at  Hoi'seshoc^  Mend  and  atGi*een 
Hiver  Ford.  He  also  experienced  the  horroi*s  of 
war  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness  and  at  Spott- 
sylvania,  where  he  with  his  regiment  was  engaged 
in  a  hand  to  hand  encounter  with  a  rebel  brigade. 
At  the  latter  i>lac»e  he  was  captured,  escaped  and 
was  retsiken  three  successive  times  in  one  day.  At 
North  Anna  River  he  received  a  sliglit  wound  in 
the  knee  from  a  minie  l>all.  but  was  not  enough 
wounded  to  incapacitate  him  for  service.  While 
scouting  he  was  with  Lieuts  M.  A.  Hogan,  Thomas 
(•ampbelK  of  the  Eighth  Michigan  Infantry,  Capl. 
Thomas  Keaton,  Maj.  Mclieth.  of  Kentucky,  and 
William  Bramlette.a  son  of  Gov.  Hramlette,  of  Ken- 
tucky. These  parties  were  also  scouts  and  with 
them  he  did  good  service.  At  one  time,  with 
Capt.  Hogan,  he  penetrated  the  enemy's  lines  a 
distance  of  ten  miles  and  cuptured  five  relxjl  sol- 
diei-s,  and  brought  them  t4)  camp  as  tro|)hies  of 
their  valor.  He  was  honorably  discharged  May  30, 
186;').  Mr.  Call  is  proud  of  the  distinction  that  he 
wjis  one  with  thirty  othei*s  who  optmed  the  way  in 
the  Confederate  lines  and  took  the  fii"st  artillery 
into  Petersburg,  his  regiment,  with  the  Fii-st 
Michigan  Shar|)shootei-s  and  the  Second  Michigan 
Infantry,  Iwing  the  first  to  raise  their  coloi*s  in  that 
citv. 

As  mav  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  our  sub- 
ject  left  school  to  enlist  in  the  war,  his  education 
was  not  completed  and  he  was  more  than  ever  dis- 
satisfied with  bis  attainments  aft^n*  having  asso- 
ciated with  intelligent  and  brainy  men  during 
the  war,  and  learning  as  much  of  the  country  as 
he  did,  so,  after  returning  home,  he  entered  the 
public  school  at  Lansing,  this  Stat<»,  with  the 
determination  to  acquire  a  complete  educ^ition. 
Our  subject  was  married  October  20.  1H67,  to  Miss 
Eunie  E.  fjimb.  of  Bowling  (ireen,  Ohio,  where 
she  wju*  Ixun  October  27.  IHol,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  Dr.  William  (t.  and  Pamelia  (Chapman)  Lamb^ 
both  natives  of  Ohio. 

After  his  marriage  our  subject  devoted  |iis  atten- 
tion during  the  summers  to  farming,  and  the  win- 
ters were  spent  in  leaching.     He  was  thus  employed 


for  several  veal's.  In  1873  he  removed  to  Mason 
and  was  soon  aftei-  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  in 
which  office  he  served  for  two  veai^s.  He  then 
i-esigned  and  was  appointed  Under  Sheriff,  in 
which  capacity  he  officiated  for  four  yeai's,  during 
which  time  he  did  the  principal  work  of  the 
Sheriff.  His  ability  being  recognized,  he  was 
elected  Sheriff",  served  two  yeai's  and  then  retired 
to  his  farm  in  Alaiedon  Township,  Ingham  County, 
Mich.  During  this  time  many  demands  were  made 
uj)on  his  strength,  and  his  health  suffei'ed  in  cimse- 
quence,  and  for  a  year  after  the  expiration  of  his 
t«rm  as  Sheriff  he  tmveled  in  noithem  Michigan 
for  rest  and  recreation.  He  was  also  interested  in 
some  land  in  which  he  had  invested  in  Charlevoix 
County. 

The  first  break  in  the  domestic  life  occurred 
Oc^tolier  24,  1876,  at  which  time  his  wife  died,  leav- 
ing him  three  children:  Carrie  P.,lx>ni  August  2;"), 
1868;  Edith  E.,  Septeml)er  30,  1870;  and  Harry 
W..  July  29,  1876.  Our  subject  was  again  married 
February  lo,  1881,  to  Mij»s  Isal>el  Lindsay,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizalieth  (Donnon)  Lind- 
say. .Mi's.  Call  is  a  native  of  I^nawee  County, 
Mich.,  l)eing  there  born  June  17,  185i>.  By  this 
marriage  there  is  one  child,  whose  advent  into  the 
world  wjis  made  January  6,  1884. 

The  (U'iginal  of  our  sketch  is  one  of  a  large  fam- 
ily, in  which  were  eleven  children.  He  is  the 
sixth  in  order  of  birth,  and  besides  himself  three 
of  his  brothers  served  during  the  war.  They  are 
John  M.,  who  lost  his  life  in  the  second  battle  of 
Hull  Run.  His  leg  was  shattered  by  a  shell,  and 
two  amputations  lieing  necessary,  he  did  not  sur- 
vive the  suffering  of  a  second.  He  left  two  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  is  still  living  and  whose  name 
is  Eva  M.  She  married  William  Almy,  of  Hornells- 
ville,  N.  Y.  Henry,  who  served  two  terms  during 
the  war,  was  thi'ee  times  wounded  and  discharged 
on  account  of  wounds,  but  afterward  was  accepted 
as  a  sharpshooter,  again  receiving  a  wound,  Avhich 
is  an  honorable  decoraticm.  testamentary  of  his 
lu'avery  and  loyalty.  He  now  lives  in  Loudon' 
Tenn.,  and  is  the  recipient  of  a  pension.  Augus- 
tus T..  who  served  two  years  in  the  Fii*st  Michigan 
Sharpshootei-s,  was  shot  through  the  body,  his  lung 
being  penetrated  by  the  balb     He  is  now  Postmas- 
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ter  at  Lake  View,  Montcalm  County,  Mich.,  and  in 
the  receipt  of  a  pension  of  $16  i>er  month.  Hie 
war  record  of  Postmaster  Call  is  distinguished  for 
his  readiness  to  undertake  extra  duty,  as  he  never 
lost  an  opportunity  to  volunteer  where  there  was 
a  dangerous  or  arduous  task  to  Ikj  undertaken. 
He  was  the  first  one  of  the  three  who  volunteered  to 
remove  the  al>attis  in  front  of  the  enemv's  works  at 
Petersburg,  and  at  that  time  he  was  |)ut  in  com- 
mand of  all  who  went  out  to  do  such  dutv.  The 
place  was  one  of  such  danger  that  it  was  considered 
sure  death  to  those  who  undertook  it. 

In  his  religious  relation  our  subject  is  a  nienil)er 
of  the  Baptist  Church  and  has  ever  been  ready  to 
uphold  and  support  (iospel  work.  He  is  a  Trustee 
in  the  l>odv  of  which  he  is  a  member.  Socially 
there  are  many  calls  upon  him,  and  he  is  in  con- 
stant requisition  when  a  speech  is  to  be  made  Ik*- 
fore  a  political  or  s(K'ial  assemblage.  He  is  ass<x*i- 
ated  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  a  Master 
Masim.  He  is  of  coui*se  a  member  of  the  Cirand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  being  regarded  with  affec- 
tionate admiration  by  his  comrades.  In  this  body 
he  is  a  Past  Commander. 


«-»- 
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Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  the  mother 
of  six  children:  Samuel,  Clara,  Zida,  Germain, 
riysses  (i.  and  Charles  M.  In  the  spring  of  1865 
Mr.  Toms  with  his  family,  emigrated  to  Ingiiam 
County,  Mich.,  and  settled  upon  the  farm  in  Lodce 
Township  which  is  now  his.  He  ha8  taken  an  m> 
terest  in  forwarding  the  educational  afifairs  of  Hm: 
citizens  of  the  county.  His  excellent  and  amiabfe* 
wife  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Baptist  Churdi 
and  they  are  lK:)th  ever  active  in  promoting  moT^ 
meuts  which  will  elevate  society. 

The  interest  which  Mr.  Toms  maintains  in  the 
agricultural  community  and  his  devotion  to  the 
cause  of  the  laboring  man  have  brought  him  into 
connection  with  the  Patrons  of  Industry.  The 
beautiful  farm  of  thi'ee  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
speaks  forth  the  praises  of  the  man  whose  system- 
atic hand  and  thorough  industry  have  brought  it 
to  its  present  prosperous  and  prolific  condition. 
This  estate  which  is  one  of  the  finest  in  this  sec- 
tion of  country,  is  represented  by  a  view  on  an- 
other page  of  the  Aujim. 


OCUiEHT  TOMS.  We  herewith  ])rescnt  the 
sketch  of  a  prominent  and  wt'iilthy  farmer 

^-^  and  stock-raiser,  whose  home  is  u]>on  sec- 
tion 7,  I^x'ke  Township,  lie  is  a  native  of  (ienesse 
Countv,  N.  v..  and  was  born  on  the  3 1st  of 
March,  1825.  His  parents,  Samuel  and  Celesta 
(HIdridge)  Toms,  were  natives  respectively  of  Sara- 
toga and  Washington  Counties,  N.  Y.  Scotch  stXK'k 
is  sfiid  to  have  originated  the  family  on  tlic 
father's  side  and  the  mother^  ancestors  were  Irish. 
Egbert  Toms  is  the  oldest  son  in  a  family  of  four 
and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  countv. 
where  from  earlv  bovhood  he  entraged  in  farniinir. 
Hut  few  educational  advantages  were  otTered  him 
in  his  vouth  and  he  has  found  it  necessarv  to  sup- 
plement  by  a  systematic  course  of  reading  the 
schooling  which  he  then  received. 

Egbert  Toms  and  Sophronia  Kennedy  were  mar- 
ried FelH^iary  7,  1855.    lliis  lady   is  a  native  of  , 


m 


^'01 IX  W.  STELZER.  The  prominent  farmer 
whom  we  now  present  to  our  readers  was 
born  April  2,  IHJVJ,  in  Bavaria,  Germany, 
of  which  country  his  parents,  Wolfgang 
and  Margaret  (Kreial)  Stclzer  wei*e  also  natives. 
The  grandfather  who  likewise  bore  the  name  of 
Wolfgang.  wa.s  a  farmer  and  the  father  of  three 
sons  and  four  dau«;htt»i*s. 

His  son  Wolfgang  was  the  only  one  of  the 
family  that  ever  came  to  the  United  States  and  he 
migrated  in  1854  with  his  family  of  seven  chU-> 
dren  namely:  Margaret,  John  W.,  Adam,  John  B., 
Elizabeth,  James  and  Henry.  He  settled  on  sec- 
tion i;5.  Cohoi'tah  Township,  where  he  cultivated 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  and  this  was 
his  home  until  his  death.  December  7,  1876.  He 
was  sixty-seven  years  old  at  the  time  of  his  demise, 
and  his  good  wife  survived  him  for  seven  years 
dying  April  14,  1883.  They  wei-e  both  memliers 
(»f  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  possessed  of  nnosten- 
Uitious  Christian  characteiis. 


RESIDENCE  or   J.  W.  STELZER,SEC.I3.,C0H0CTAH  TR, LIVINGSTON  CO.MICH. 


RESIDENCE  OF    EGBERT    TOMS,  SEC.  7. ,  LOCKE  TP,  I  NSHAM   CO., MICH. 
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Our  subject  received  his  education  in  both  the 
German  and  the  Eno:lish  lan^fuages  and  thus  at- 
tained a  thorough  grounding  in  the  elements. 
When  nineteen  years  old  he  l)egan  work  for  liini- 
sclf  and  labored  bv  tlie  montli  for  three  years. 
During  tlie  hist  of  this  period  he  received  the 
yearly  wages  of  l^lOO  from  Dr.  Allen,  and  by  care- 
fill  economy  was  enabled  to  i)urcha.sc  eighty  acres 
of  timber  land,  situated  where  he  now  resides  on 
section  13.  This  he  at  once  began  to  clear  and 
put  in  condition  for  cultivation.  He  now  owns 
live  hundred  and  ninety  acres  and  has  cleared  in 
all  about  three  hundred  acres.  I'pon  this  farm  he 
Inii*  placed  a  good  liouse  and  excellent  barns.  He 
has  not  only  kept  himself  clear  from  debt  but  has 
accumulated  means  Jiside  from  his  real  estate,  in 
which  he  Inis  had  some  assistance  from  his  fathei  's 
estate,  from  which  he  received  %1,8()(),  so  that  he  is 
now  the  heaviest  tax  payer  in  the  township. 

It  was  in  May,  1863  that  Mr.  Stelzer  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Margaret  Thumser,  daughter  of 
Nicholas  and  Margaret  (Rank)  Thumser,  who  came 
to  the  United  States  in  the  fall  of  18r)3and  settled 
on  a  farm  in  Cohoctah  Township.  Their  daught^M* 
is  a  native  of  I^varia,  as  is  her  hus))and,  and  in 
their  union  they  have  found  harmony  and  i)ros- 
perity.  The  four  children  who  have  been  granted 
to  them  are:  Augusta,  Matilda,  Fred  J.,  and 
John  B.  Augusta  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Sleider 
and  has  establi^hed  a  home  of  her  own.  The  Lu- 
theran and  the  Kvangelical  Churches  are  the  re- 
ligious bodies  with  which  our  subject  and  his  wife 
are  respectively  connected,  and  in  their  church 
work  they  find  a  broad  field  of  inttuence.  The  at- 
tention of  the  reader  is  invited  to  a  view  of  the 
pleasant  homestead  of  Mr.  Stelzer,  found  elsewhere 
in  this  volume. 


V 


^^^  RANT  8.  BUR(;ES8.  He  of  whom  we  shall 
— ,  attempt  to  give  a  short  biographical  sketch 
^  in  outline  is  the  I  ending  merchnnt  in  the 
pretty  t<)vvn  of  Brighton,  Livings t(m  County,  this 
JState.    He  is  also  a  native  of  this  State  and  county 


and  conseqently  his  interests  naturally  center  here 
more  than  they  otherwise  would.  Pioneer  life  in 
Michigan  is  a  familiar  tale  to  him  and  its  hardships 
as  well  as  its  adventures  have  made  a  lasting  im- 
pression u]x>n  his  mind.  Mr.  Burgess  was  born  in 
Putnam  Township,  this  county,  December  25,  1844, 
and  has  here  made  his  home  all  his  life,  having 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  at  an  early  age  and 
attained  his  present  high  standing  by  his  own  un- 
aided efforts. 

Our  subject's  father,  Samuel  Burgess,  who  was  a 
native  of  New  York  and  born  sometime  in  the  year 
1809,  came  to  Michigan  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  in 
the  year  1826,  with  his  mother  and  stepfather,  his 
own  father  having  died  when  he  was  quite  young. 
The  family  settled  near  Ann  Arlior  at  a  day  when 
settlers  were  few  and  far  between.  Michigan  was 
then  a  Territory  and  continued  so  for  several 
yeai*s  afti»r  their  settlement  here.  In  1833  our  sub- 
ject's  father  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  locating 
in  Putnam  Township,  Livingston  County,  and  two 
ycai-s  later  took  up  a  piece  of  land  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, clear iiig  and  improving  eighty  acres. 

To  such  good  purpose  did  the  elder  Mr.  Burgess 
pursue  the  work  of  clearing  his  tract,  that  when  in 
1854,  he  sojd  it,  there  was  not  a  tree  standing  on 
it.  He  seemed  to  have  an  innate  love  for  the  for- 
est, and  that  year,  aft<}r  disposing  of  the  farm  that 
he  had  improved  he  went  into  another  locality, 
that  of  Handy  Township,  and  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  wild  land  on  which  not  a 
>tick  had  been  cut  prior  to  his  coming,  and  imnie- 
diak»ly  l)egan  the  work  of  clearing  and  improving 
another  farm.  His  hard  work,  however,  did  not 
avail  him  much  in  the  end  for  his  health  was  broken 
down,  and  he  saw  scarcely  a  well  day  after  locating 
on  his  new  farm  and  finally  died  in  1861.  He  was  a 
typical  pioneer  and  endured  niany  of  the  privations 
and  vicissitudes  incident  to  the  life  which  he  had 
adopted.  He  at  one  time  made  the  breaking  of 
new  land  a  business  and  at  times  owned  three  or 
four  yoke  of  oxen  which  were  in  consUuit  requisi 
tion  by  the  early  settlers.  A  harder-working  man 
never  lived. 

Our  sul>jecCs  mother  was  in  her  maiden  (lays 
Miss  Lucy  A.  Perry,  a  uatiye  of  Saratoga  (\)unty, 
N.  Y.  She  survived  her  husband  thirty  years,  finally 
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passing  away  January  1, 1891,  at  the  good  old  age 
of  seventy-eiglit  years.  She  was  tha  mother  of 
live  children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living.  Our 
subject  was  reared  on  a  farm,  the  rudiments  of  his 
education  were  received  iu  the  pioneer  log  sch<M)l- 
hou;3e  of  his  day,  and  those  who  know  of  the  ad- 
vantages given  in  an  educational  way  al  that  time 
can  appreciate  the  fact  that  the  three  montiis  of 
schooling  during  each  winter  did  not  afford  much 
of  a  chance  for  any  great  accumulation  of  lK)ok 
lore.  The  school  that  he  attended  was  a  mi'e  dis- 
tant from  his  home  and  in  the  winter  he  had  to 
wade  through  the  snow  to  his  hoot  tops,  ancl  often 
so  long  would  he  lie  detained  in  getting  home  after 
school  that  his  mother  feared  her  son  was  lo>t  in 
the  snow.  lie  is  familiar  with  some  of  tlie  hard- 
ships incident  to  pioneer  life  and  knows  the  suffer- 
ing for  want  of  sufficient  clothing  and  food 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Hurge>s*  father  the  youni; 
man  began  working  out  }»y  the  month  on  neighbor- 
ing farms.  He  continued  to  so  employ  himself  for 
nearly  five  yeai*s.  In  IHOfJ  he  accepted  a  j)osition 
as  clerk  for  William  McPherson  tV  Son.  itf  llowcll, 
Livingston  County,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
six  and  one-half  years.  As  an  em|)love  he  proved 
himself  so  trustworthy  and  capable  that  in  March. 
1873,  they  sold  him  an  interest  in  a  general  store 
which  thev  had  establi?>hed  at  Hriirhton,  three  ve:n> 
l)efore.  and  there  he  went  to  nuinnge  the  business. 
This  he  continued  to  mniiMirc  siucosfuIJN  iinlil 
IHHH.  when  the  firm  name  wn^  cliniiged  fioin  Mc- 
Pherson  iV  Co..  to  (i.  S.  Hinge>s  A*  Co. 

Cnder  its  new  pro])rietorship,  or  rather  the 
change  of  name,  for  the  management  eontinnes  as 
lR*fon».  the  business  has  grown  and  has  proved  to 
be  very  profitable.  It  is  hKated  in  a  double-store 
building  that  i>  filled  with  i:<)od>  comprising  a  liood 
stock  of  drN-L!:o<ids.  iiioeei'ies,  bo<»ts  and  >lM)es.  hats, 
caps  and  ready*niade  elothinir.  An  addition  to 
the  store  was  made  in  IHHd.  Mr.  Ihirgess  under- 
stands j)erfectly  the  requiicments  and  needs  of  his 
patrons  and  keeps  constantly  on  hand  so  welj- 
asMM'ted  a  stoi  k  «»f  good>  that  tlioM'  who  pali'onize 
him  can  find  nothing  to  be  lu'ttered  in  lii>  line. 

The  original  of  (mu*  sketch  lu-canie  a  benedict  in 
1H71,  at  which  time  he  wju*  mairied  to  Mi>>  Sarah 
E.  Jeuks,  a  native  of  Ohio;   she  is  an   intelligent 


and  amiable  lady,  drawing  about  her  the  l>est  cla.s*i 
of  peoj)le  in  siK'ial  intercoui*se.  Their  union  has 
Ihh'u  blessed  by  Um*  advent  of  five  children — Lan- 
tie  ('.;  Amelia,  who  is  deceased;  (veuqipe  S., Charles 
(i.  and  Bruce.  As  the  little  ones  ai'e  growing  up 
to  nninhood  and  womanhood  they  are  realizing  the 
fond  hopes  of  their  parents  in  ))ecoming  intelligent, 
refined  and  educated.  Their  home  is  everything 
that  a  home  slnuild  l>e  in  its  purest  sense;  not  a 
palace,  but  a  place  where  the  best  nature  can  de- 
velop under  the  most  favorable  ciit*umstances. 
Thev  are  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts  and 
many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  Our  subject  is  in  his 
political  liking  a  Republican.  He  is  liberal  in  his 
religious  views,  but  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Ba|>ti>t  Church. 


I  L  L  I  A  M  T.  (OUSTER.  This  repres- 
entative citizen,  residing  on  section  28, 
Locke  Town>hip.  Ingham  County,  was 
born,  March  :^'2,  IH2(),  in  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.. 
and  is  a  son  of  Robert  and  l*hoel)e  (Sharpsteen) 
Coli>ter.  The  ])aternal  ancestors  were  Scot<^h-lrish 
and  he  is  fr(un  (rcrman  stock  on  the  mother's  side. 
Of  a  large  family  of  children  born  to  his  paivntx>. 
only  two  ai'c  living:  I'jnma  C.,  the  wife  of  JOvSeph 
lhMlge>  in  Ingham  County  being  the  only  sister  of 
our  >ubject.  When  about  twelve  years  old  this 
youth  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Oakland 
County,  this  State,  and  there  the  mother  i>assed  to 
her  reward,  and  the  father  died  after  their  re- 
moval to  Clinton  Countv  a  numlK»r  of  vears  later. 
In  both  tlie>e  localities  they  were  considerd  as  pii>- 
neer>.  a>  they  M'ttled  upon  unbi'oken  land  in  the 
forest  and  cleared  it  for  cultivation. 

A  distiict  school  education  of  the  most  primitive 
kind  was  all  that  this    vining  man   had    offered   to 

ft  C7 

him  but  up<»n  that  >canty  but  >ure  foundation  he 
lia>  bnilded  a  .-superstructure  of  intelligence  and 
bioad  information,  as  he  has  cultivated  a  taste 
for  leading  and  has  fed  upon  substantial  literature 
CelcNtine  Freeman  wa.^  the  maiden  name  of  the 
lady    who    became    his   wife     upon     the    3d     of 
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December,  1849.  Slie  wa8  born,  ()ctol)cr  28,  1829. 
in  Niagara  County,  X.  Y.  Her  father,  David  Free- 
man was  a  native  of  New  York  and  her  mother, 
Betsey  Thomas,  was  l)orn  in  Connecticut.  The 
Freemans  are  said  to  l)e  of  (German  extraction. 
To  her  parents  were  lK)rn  five  children,  three  only 
of  whom  are  now  living,  namely:  Orpha,  Harriet, 
the  wife  of  William  Gunn  and  Mrs.  Colistcr. 

This  lady  came  to  Michigan  with  her  parents 
when  she  was  fifteen  years  old  and  in  the  woods 
of  Meridian  Township,  Ingham  County,  they  did 
pioneer  work.  She  taught  four  terms  of  school 
aftt^r  coming  to  this  State  and  is  a  woman  of  more 
than  ordinary  intelligence.  Her  three  living  chil- 
dren are:  P^mma  A.,  wife  of  F.  A.  Feller;  Mary, 
wife  of  W.  H.  Johnson  and  Henry.  The  Colisters 
came  to  their  present  farm  in  the  fall  of  1856,  and 
under  their  hand  it  has  greatly  improved  so  that 
it  is  now  very  productive  and  in  a  fine  condition. 

In  political  mattei's  Mr.  Colister  is  decidedly 
independent  as  he  casts  his  ballot  for  the  man  and 
the  measure  and  not  for  the  party,  and  is  ever  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  most  public  spirited  and 
enterprising  men  in  the  township.  His  excellent 
property  has  been  gained  through  the  industry 
and  self-denial  of  himself  and  his  good  wife  and 
they  have  spent  their  lives  in  usefulness  and 
friendly  kindness  to  all  who  have  come  in  their 
way.  Their  farm  comprises  some  eighty  acres  of 
land  which  bear  the  indisputable  marks  of  the  hand 
of  a  thrifty  farmer.  Mr.  Colister  is  identified 
with  the  Masonic  order  and  is  highly  re,s|)ected  in 
that  lK)dy. 


■^*^ft#$' 
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RANK  P.  VAX  BITREN,  wholesale  and  n - 
f  tail  grocer  and  dealer  in  produce  at  Will- 
ianist<m,  rnirhain  County,  is  a  son  of  F. 
C.  V^an  Buren  and  a  grandson  of  James  M.  Van 
Buren,  a  native  of  Xew  Jei-sey,  who  at  an  early 
day  l)ecame  a  pioneer  in  St.  Joseph  County,  this 
Stat<?.  His  last  years  were  s])ent  in  Men  don,  St. 
Joseph  (/Ounty,  Mich.,  where  he  carried  on  the 
business  of  a  livery  stable.     He  reared  a  family  of 


three  sons  and  four  daughters,  his  son  George 
l)eingthe  builder  of  the  Wakeman  House  at  Men- 
don. 

F.  C  Van  Buren  was  of  New  Jersey  birth  and 
was  but  a  boy  when  he  came  to  this  State.  Upon 
reaching  his  majority  he  engaged  in  farming  which 
he  carried  on  until  within  the  last  twelve  years 
when  he  has  retired  from  business,  and  merely  looks 
aft<»r  his  own  interests,  being  a  landowner  in  St. 
Joseph  County.  He  was  married  in  that  county  to 
Mary  Done,  a  daughter  of  Elisha  Done,  who  died 
in  California.  Mr.  Done  was  a  farmer  and  miner 
and  also  a  successful  speculator.  The  parents  of 
our  subject  had  three  childi*en  Frank  P.,  Eva  A. 
and  Maude. 

He  of  whom  we  write  first  say  the  light  in  Men- 
don  Township,  St.  Joseph  County,  December  21, 
1824.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  commenced 
clerking  and  for  al>out  four  years  was  in  the  gen- 
eral store  of  J.  B.  and  H.  Anderson.  He  then  went 
to  Coldwater  and  clerked  for  W.  S.  Allen  and  was 
in  his  dry-goods  store  for  two  years,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  time  he  entered  the  wholesale  and 
retail  drygoods  house  of  Donehoe  <fe  Riardion  at 
Muskegon.  T^t^r  he  sent  two  ^-^eai-s  at  Stevens 
Point,  Wis.,  and  afterward  traveled  in  the  West 
for  a  wholesale  tobacco  firm,  thus  acquinng  quite 
an  experience. 

The  next  move  of  this- enterprising  young  man 
was  to  enter  the  wholesale  dry-goods  house  of  Voigt, 
Herj)olshimer  <fe  Co.,  at  Grand  Rapids  and  in  1882 
he  came  to  WMlliamston  and  engaged  in  the 
grocery  and  produce  businCvSs,  having  sales  during 
the  first  year  to  about  *16,(M)0  and  in  1890  his 
sales  amounted  to  Ji<75,0()0.  He  carries  the  largest 
stock  of  groceries  that  is  to  l)e  found  along  the 
line  of  the  Detroit  iSi  J^ansing  Railway,  keeping  in 
stock  fully  ♦14,000  worth  and  is  an  extensive 
})uyer  of  produce  in  different  parts  of  the  Stale. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  was  married  in  1881  at  Mendon, 
to  Mary  Kline  whose  father,  a  native  of  (Germany, 
lived  and  died  ift  his  native  home.  To  our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  been  born  three  children,  namely: 
^Ial>el  who  died  at  the  aire  of  one  year;  Martin 
Clyde  and  Kva  Leonn.  He  carries  over  ><10,()()() 
life  insurance  in  the  New  York  Life  Insurance 
Company  and  m  the  Modern  Woodmen.     He  has 
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a  tine  business  education  and  is  eounk*d  as  one  of 
the  leadinjr  business  men  in  the  county.  lie  is 
strictly  tein[)erate  in  his  habits,  as  neither  tolmci  o 
nor  strong  drink  ever  passes  his  lips.  His  political 
views  bring  him  into  afHliation  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  he  is  earnestly  desirous  of  the  .suc- 
cess of  that  organization. 


^ 


■^^^*^*^'"- 


(^^ 


HESTKK  DKAX.  A  traveler  journeying 
,  along  the  highways  of  Conway  Township, 
ji^^  Livingston  County,  must  be  well  pleased 
with  the  appearance  of  the  farn)s  which  greet  his 
eye.  They  are  well  fenced,  neatly  cultivnted  nnd 
richly  productive,  and  with  their  handsome  farm 
houses  and  >ul>stanti:il  nnd  nttrnctive  l):n*n>nnd  out- 
buildings make  up  a  l»eautiful  picture  <»f  rural  j>ros- 
|K»rity.  These  farm>  are  an  indication  <>f  the  wealth 
and  progress  of  the  county,  and  amoni»  them  we 
are  pleased  to  mention  that  of  .Mi'.  Dean. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  l^<r)(;,in  (ienesee  ( Ounty. 
Mich.,  not  more  than  two  miles  from  Flint,  and  re- 
mained there  through  his  infancy  removing  when 
two  years  old  to  Cohoctah  Township,  Livinirston 
County.  Thence  the  family  returned  tMJcnex'e 
County  and  afterward  made  their  home  >uc(TSNivel\ 
m  Brighton  and  in  Conway.  Ixjth  of  which  latter 
places  are  in  thi>  eounty,  and  linally  settled  ui)on 
the  farm  wheie  Mi*.  Dean  now  resides. 

Daniel  Dean,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  1824,  in  New  York,  and  was  twelve  year>  «>ld 
when  he  came  to  this  State  whei'e  he  >till  resides. 
His  wile.  Lydia  Cuiti>.  was  a  native  of  the  I'jiiplre 
State,  where  she  wa>  Im)iii  \\\  IS2().  and  to  them 
were  yfranled  ten  childien.  lour  d;iUL;:hler>  and  mx 
sons,  namely:  Mary,  deeea>ed;  .John,  born  in  lHt7. 
who  is  now  married  to  Maiy  Carpenter  and  is  tlu* 
father  of  two  daughters;  Lucy,  who  has  married 
Albert  Nichols  and  ha>  two  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter: Wilber.  born  in  lJ^.')l .  di-et'a.M'd: 'I'runian.  mar- 
ried N«;rma  .McKean,  nnIio  ha>  l»rought  him  two 
children;  Morri>.  who  nianied  Levina  (  arr,  ami 
has  one  child;  Chester;  WiUard,  decca6ed,  born  in 


\Hi)H;  Martha,  born  in  1860, and  marrie<l  to  Frank 
Randall,  by  whom  she  had  one  child;  and  Agnes, 
lM)rn  in  18()8,  who  married  K.  (ileason  and  ha.<  one 
child. 

The  marriage  of  Chester  Dean  with  l^itra  Rath- 
burn  which  took  plac*e  in  1887,  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Ada,  who  was  lx)rn 
September  21,  181H).  Mi*s.  Dean  is  a  native  of 
Conway  Township,  and  wa«  l)orn  November  8, 
18(;(>.  I'pon  his  farm  Mr.  Dean  hai>  one  hundred 
and  seventeen  head  of  sheep  and  has  an  average 
sale  of  ><r>ir)  worth  of  wool  and  sheep  each  year. 
Boides  this  llm-k  he  hits  sufUcient  stock  to  enable 
him  to  cairy  on  general  farming  in  the  liest  and 
most  progressive  manner.  His  ix)litical  views  in- 
cline him  to  vote  the  Rei)ublican  ticket,  but  he  has 
leanings  toward  the  cause  of  Prohibition  which 
render  him  (juite  indepenclent  in  his  vote,  .as  he 
belieye>  a  man  >hould  us<»  his  own  common  sense 
and  judii:ment  rather  than  to  be  blindlv  led  by 
party  leader>. 


V 


I 


OHX  II.  lUHS'J'OLis  j)erhapsas  well  known 
as  any  man  in  the  township  of  Tyrone, 
Livinuston  County,  as  he  has  made  his 
home   in   the  eounty  for  nearly  fifty   ycai>. 

*  •  •         • 

an<l  ha>  .Mlwa\s  bi*en  highly  respected  here  a>  i\ 
thorough-going  fainier  and  business  num.  His 
w  ife.  too,  >hares  in  the  esteem  which  is  given  to 
him  and  she  ha>  a  high  standing  in  the  most  cul- 
tured eii'cles  of  this  part  of  the  county. 

Mr.  lhi>tol  ua>  Immii  April  2L  18.S2,  in  Bush, 
Monroe  (  ounty.  N.  V..  where  his  parents,  .John  V. 
and  Saiah  (Moon)  Bri>t(>l,  were  then  residing.  The 
lather  wa>  born  in  Uen*<selacr  County  and  was  a" 
son  of  l»ethel  and  Catherine  (Heampstead)  Bristol. 
Bethel  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and  in  later  years 
I'emoyed  to  Monroe  County  where  he  engaged  in 
farming.  He  ami  his  ijood  wife,  who  were  both 
nieniluM>  of  the  Methodist  Kpisco]>al  Church, 
l»rought  up  in  tin*  faith  and  gi"aces<^f  the  Christian 
religion  four  >on>  antl  three  daughtci*s,  as  follows: 
Lydia,  Thomas-,  i'annic,  John  Y.,  Alonzo,  Timothy, 
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and  Marv  K.  In  1840  John  Y.  Bristol  came  to 
Michigan  and  settled  in  Deertield,  Livingston 
County,  on  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land, 
which  he  greatly  improved  and  rendered  very 
productive.  •  I^sides  carrying  on  farming  he  was 
a  carpenter  by  trade  and  a  thorough  workman. 
II is  mother  made  her  home  with  Alonzo  in  her 
later  vears  and  died  at  Cold  water,  Mich.  He  was 
twice  married,  his  tirst  wife  havinij  died  in  New 
York,  and  his  second  wife,  Olive  Seal,  having  sur- 
vived him.  She  had  six  children — Pha'!>c,  Hethcl, 
Daniel,  Fannie.  .lames  and  Cora,  while  the  children 
of  the  tii*st  marriage  were  Sarah  C.  (deceased)  and 
John  H. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  spent 
his  lK)vhood  upon  the  farm  and  took  advantage  of 
such  op])ortuiiities  ju*  the  district  schools  afforded. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  he  began  for  himself  in  the 
cooix*ring  business,  and  in  it  continued  for  about 
three  years,  after  which  he  purchased  ime  hundred 
acres  in  Deerfield  Township  which  he  cleared  and 
im[)roved  and  upon  which  he  h:is  an  orchard  of 
ten  acres.  The  family  was  established  in  iU  present 
home,  April  16, 1878,  on  sections  29  and  30,  Tyrone 
Township.  The  estate  comprises  some  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  which  are  well-improved 
lx)th  by  cultivation  and  buildings,  and  Mr.  Bristol 
owns  besides  some  forty  acres  in  Tyrone  Township, 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Midland 
County,  this  State,  having  in  all  over  four  hun- 
dred acres  besides  village  property. 

Prior  to  locating  where  he  now  is,  this  enter- 
prising man  purchased  a  foundry,  blacksmith  and 
wagon  shop  at  Pai-shallville  which  he  o|)erated  for 
about  five  years.  He  is  greatly  interested  in  horses 
and  raises  many  fine  animals.  He  is  an  active  man 
in  the  Democratic  ranks  and  has  served  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  also  as  Notarv  Public.  He  htu* 
l)een  married  three  times,  his  first  wife  being  Polh' 
K.,  daughter  of  Ira  and  Hannah  (Parks)  Marble, 
who  carry  on  a  farm  in  Deerfield.  She  was  the 
mother  of  six  children — Ira  O.,  Charles  H.,  Wells 
B.,  Clarence  A.,  J.  Ward  and  Sarah  C.  She  met 
with  her  death  by  being  overturned  in  a  buggy 
and  being  thrown  violently  to  the  ground,  her 
neck  was  broken. 

The  second  wife  of  our  subject,  Mary  Chamber- 


lin,  died  childless,  and  the  third  wife,  Alice  M. 
Seaton,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Emily  Seaton, 
now  presides  over  his  home  and  shares  with  him 
the  respect  and  regard  of  his  neighbors. 


vg_ 


:«= 
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^'~<^  TEPHEN  P.  LEKHITON.  There  is  a  finelv 
^^''^^  o]>erated  farm  on  section  34,  AYilliamston 
)lj  Township,  Ingham  County,  that  is  owned 
by  him  whose  name  appeai-s  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch.  He  is  a  grandson  of  Benjamin  Leigh- 
ton,  a  native  of  Maine,  who  in  an  early  day  went 
to  New  York,  where  he  died,  and  a  son  of  Nathan 
Leighton,  who  was  lK)rn  in  Maine,  went  to  New- 
York  with  his  parents,  and  in  1855  came  to  Mich- 
igan and  settled  in  Ingham  County  on  the  farm 
now  owned  by  our  subject.  Here  he  lived  with 
his  family  until  the  death  of  his  wife,  when  he  re- 
moved to  the  village  of  Williamston,  spending  the 
remainder  of  his  life  there.  His  marriage  had  been 
solemnized  in  New  Y'ork,  his  bride  being  Abigail 
Carll.  From  this  union  there  were  eleven  children, 
four  sons  and  seven  daughters. 

After  the  death  of  Abigail  Leighton,  our  sub- 
ject's father  again  married,  his  wife  being  Mrs. 
Manda  Julian,  a  widow.  The  husband  died  in 
August,  1883,  and  Manda  Leighton  died  in  1891. 
On  coming  to  Michigan  our  subject's  father  had 
bought  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of  land. 
This  he  had  for  the  most  part  cleared  and  improved 
and  was  one  of  the  ])romoter8  of  the  best  interests 
of  Ingham  County.  Stephen  P.  leighton  was 
born  January  19,  1837,  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y'., 
in  Huron  Township,  and  was  but  a  lad  of  sixteen 
yeai*s  of  age  when  his  parents  came  to  Michigan. 
He  lived  at  home,  giving  his  father  his  time  until 
twentv-one  veai*s  of  age,  after  which  he  continued 
workingat  home  until  the  l)reakingout  of  the  war, 
and  in  1862  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  H, 
Twenty-Sixth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  during  the 
desperate  period  of  bloodshed  and  varying  for- 
tunes, w-as  a  loval  soldier  to  the  cause  of  liber tv 
and  eiquality.  He  was  honorably  discharged  in 
1865,  having  l)een  a  participant  in  the  following 
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battles — those  of  the  Wihierness  aud  Spottsylvania, 
wliere  lie  was  wounded  in  the  left  foot  and  was 
taken  to  the  hospital,  remaining  there  for  three 
months,  after  which  he  again  joined  his  company 
and  was  promoted  to  the  post  of  First  Sergeant, 
afterward  receiving  a  commission  as  Second  Lieu- 
tenant. His  regiment  was  on  picket  duty  when 
(ren.  Lee  surrendered.'  lie  has  received  a  j)ensi()n 
of  154  per  month  in  recognition  of  his  services. 

December  80,  1860,  our  subject  was  married  in 
Ingham  County  to  Miss  Rozella  Loranger.a  daugh- 
ter of  Nelson  Loranger,  an  early  settler  in  Ingliniu 
County.  Mrs.  I^igh ton's  mother  was  Mary  L<u- 
anger  and  to  the  parents  were  born  eleven  children, 
six  sons  and  five  daughters.  For  the  t>reater  [>art 
of  his  life  Mr.  Ix)ranger  was  a  merchant,  being  one 
of  the  leading  men  in  Williamston. 

As  the  fruit  of  their  married  life  seven  children 
have  come  to  our  subject  and  his  wife.  They  are, 
Kli  A.,  Hiram,  Nelson,  Rozella,  Stephen  P.,  Annie 
and  Isadore.  Mr.  Leighton  luis  always  devoted 
himself  to  the  agricultural  calling  and  has  always 
l)een  a  hard  worker.  He  now  owns  seventv  acres 
of  land  whereon  he  resides  and  one  liundred  and 
sixtv  acres  in  Crawford  Count v;  he  also  owns  a 
valuable  lot  in  the  villa«:e.  Socially  he  is  a  Mas(UK 
having  attained  a  Master  degree  and  belonging  to 
Lodge  No.  153.  He  also  belongs  to  Fli  P.  Alex- 
ander Post,  No.  103  (J.  A.  H.  A  Dtniocrat  in 
principles  and  j)rejudices  and  one  of  a  most  pro- 
nounced kind,  he  has  been  phiced  by  liis  party  in 
several  otticial  positions. 


>-<o 


i>-^^<i 


.(g^  ^    — 
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^(JSFPIirs  LAHK.  The  early  struggles  of 
some  of  the  men  who  have  made  a  financial 
success  of  life  are  worthy  of  recountal  and 
make  most  interesting^  readiiiii:.  The  boy 
who  became  the  man  of  whom  we  now  write,  start- 
ed out  in  the  world  for  hiin>elf  with  a  manly  spirit 
of  independence  at  the  tender  age  of  ten  years. 
Two  ^3  suits  of  clothes  was  all  that  he  eariu^l  dur- 
ing his  first  seven  mcmths  of  work,  after  whirii  he 
labored  for  one  month  to  earn  a  pair  of  boots,  tiie 


first  pair  he  had  ever  had,  and  after  that  worked 
for  some  stn-en  months  for  one  man  at  the  rate  of 
*2  a  month,  after  which  hisstuj)endous  wages  were 
raised  a  Httle  higher  and  during  the  next  seven 
months  he  had  ¥3  a  month.  The  highest  wages  he 
ever  received  while  working  in  New  York  was  ;f8, 
and  during  the  last  three  summers  of  this  period 
of  his  life  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  same  man 
for  wluun  he  worked  when  a  little  bov.  Notwith- 
standing  iiis  small  wages  he  managed  to  lay  by 
^2in)  during  the  last  four  yeai-s  that  he  was  thus 
euiifaged. 

The  h(>me  of  our  subject  is  situated  on  sections 
8  ;ind  \K  Oceola  Township,  Livingston  County.  He 
was  b(un  in  Montgomery,  Orange  Countv,  N.  Y., 
March  13,  1832.  His  father.  Jacob  l^re,  was  a 
native  of  New  York  where  he  grew  to  manhood. 
He  wa>  known  far  and  wide  as  one  of  the  l>est 
blacksmiths  in  that  region  and  horses  were  brought 
t<>  him  from  many  miles  awav.  He  was  located  at 
Seai-sville  and  l*ine  Hush.  He  had  lost  his  father 
wIh'u  (juile  young  and  had  therefore  been  l)Ound 
out  to  a  master.  \\i>  marriage  in  New  York  united 
him  witii  Klizabetii  n<»dine,  who  was  born  in  Craw- 
ford Township,  Orange  County.  They  came  to 
Michigan  in  .June.  18()r),  but  their  real  residence 
here  was  not  eontiiiued  for  many  years  as  the 
mother  died  in  18()i)  and  the  father  passed  away  in 
187  1.  Tiieii"  liouM'hold  consisted  of  three  daughtei-s 
and  three  sons. 

In  New  York  .losepiius  Lare  received  his  early 
education  and  remained  there  until  he  reached  the 
aifc  of  twenty-two  years  after  which  he  came  to 
Miciuii^an  in  18,')()  and  making  his  way  directly  to 
West  Hloomfield  'I'ownship,  ( )a  k  land  Count  v.  l^esfan 
workiniif  by  the  month  on  a  farm.  He  remained 
tiiere  for  four  years,  doing  farm  work  summers  and 
chopping  cord  wood  during  the  winters.  The 
wage>  he  received  ranging  from  J^13  to  *16  j>er 
month. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Catherine  F. 
Merithew  took  place  in  ()aklan<l  County,  Novem- 
]»cr  1  1,1 8r)8.  Thi>  lady  was  born  in  Hloomfield 
Township,  Oakland  County,  I)eceml)er  10,  1839, 
and  she  is  the  youniicst  daui»hter  of  William  and 
Philomela  (Wisner)  Merithew.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Seneca  County,  N.   Y.,and  the  mother  of 
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Cayuga  County,  (iov.  Wisiici"  wtu*  an  uncli'  of 
Mrs.  Lare.  It  wa.^  April  2,  1859,  when  our  .subject 
came  to  Livingston  County  and  he  lived  for  live 
years  with  the  parents  of  Mrs.  Lare,  after  which  he 
moved  into  a  log  house  which  still  remains  on  the 
place  where  he  now  resides.  After  seven  years  in 
this  primitive  h(mie  he  built  a  two-story  frame  house 
in  1872  at  a  cost  of  *3,5()0. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lare  have  had  a  large  family  of 
fourteen  children  and  their  eldest,  Fmnk  11.,  was 
\K)n\  December  17,  1859.  He  was  elected  Town- 
shij)  Clerk  first  in  1882  when  he  served  two  years, 
and  was  re-elected  in  1891.  He  married  April  20, 
1881,  Susan  R.,  daughter  of  T.  R.  and  MaryStaley. 
Mrs.  Frank  Lare\s  father  is  sketched  upon  another 
page  of  this  volume.  She  was  born  in  Howell 
Township,  this  county,  April  27,  1859,  and  as  they 
have  no  children  of  their  own  they  have  adopted  a 
daughter,  Olive  Moody  by  name. 

The  second  son  of  our  subject  Cieorge  H.  W.  was 
born  November  16,  1862  and  died  June  16,  1882. 
Fannie  C.  who  was  born  April  6,  1865,  is  the  wife 
of  l^ewis  Dickei*son  of  Marion  Township.  Clara  B. 
born  March  28, 1867,  is  a  teacher  of  excellent  rejnite; 
Mary  J.  born  March  5,  1869;  IMiila  K.  born  May  1, 
1870,  died  May  12,  1870;  Minnie  J.,  Ijorn  Septem- 
ber 11,  1871,  has  begun  her  career  as  a  teacher;  .los- 
ephus  born  April  1,1873, died  July  25,  1875;  Hel- 
ena C.  born  January  15,  1875,  and  died  February 
11,  the  same  year;  Myrtji,  born  June  2, 1876;  Ernest 
G.,  born  May  12, 1878,  died  October  19,  1889;  Ben- 
jamin O.,  bom  January  30,  1881;  Nettie  P.,  born 
September  17,  1882,  died  November  9,  1889,  and 
one  child  died  in  infancv  unnamed. 

When  Mr.  l^are  started  out  as  an  independent 
farmer  he  Iwjught  eighty  acres  of  land  where  he 
now  rei*ides  for.4^1.000,  paying  ^iU)  down  in  cjish 
and  usini?  the  remainder  of  the  money  whicii  he 
had  saved  by  his  hard  work  to  stock  the  place.  lie 
purchased  twenty-eight  siieep  as  his  fii-sl  stock  and 
he  added  both  animals  and  acres  until  he  now  pos- 
sesses a  fine  estate.  His  land  comprises  three  hun- 
dred acres,  two  hundred  of  which  have  long  been 
known  as  the  Conklin  farm.  Hver^ building  uj)on 
the  place  has  been  put  there  by  him  and  the  tini- 
lH»r  and  lumber  for  it  he  drew  from  Flint  and  For- 
estville.     He  now  keeps    on  an  average  one  hun- 


dred and  eighty  head  of  siieep  besides  other  stock  in 
proportion.  He  built  a  frame  house  and  a  good 
barn  44x52  feet  for  his  son  in  1884,  at  a  cost  of 
*2,000. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lare  and  all  their  family  with  the 
exception  of  the  eldest  son,  Frank,  who  belongs  to 
Presbyterian  Church,  belong  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  and  there  is  no  household  more 
thoroughly  respected  or  more  useful  than  they. 
Our  subject  is  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school 
and  has  been  for  some  fourteen  vears.  His  excel- 
lent  wife  is  President  of  the  Ladies*  Aid  Society. 
Mr.  Lare  was  Supervisor  of  Oceola  Township  from 
1885  to  1886,  and  is  now  Justice  of  the  Peace  an 
office  which  he  has  occupied  for  eight  years.  He 
was  Township  clerk  from  1861  to  1862  and  has 
l)een  School  Inspector  for  many  years.  He  has 
been  Class- Leader  in  the  church  and  also  Steward 
and  Trustee  in  the  same. 


->.. 
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H)WIN     R.    MERITHEW.     This    respected 

7-ij      head  of  a  highly  esteemed  family  in  Oceola 

^  Township,    Livingston     County,    beai^s    a 


splendid  record  as  one  of  the  noble  defenders  of 
the  old  tlag  in  the  days  of  the  Civil  War.  It  is 
with  great  delight  that  the  historian  sat  down  be- 
side him  to  listen  to  his  thrilling  details  of  the 
days  of  contlict  and  the  part  which  the  regiment 
to  which  he  belonged  took  in  the  Civil  War,  and 
we  feel  sure  that  the  men  and  women  who  peruse 
this  volume  will  take  an  equal  interest  in  reading 
tiie  annals  of  his  life. 

This  gentleman  wa.s  born  in  Springport  Town- 
>hip.  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  January  21,  1831. 
His  father,  William  Merithew,  wa>  a  native  of 
Cavuira  Count V,  where  he  was  lK)rn  in  1813.  He 
was  at  first  a  farmer  by  occupation,  but  atone  time 
was  a  contractor  at  Auburn  State  Prison,  buying 
staves  and  lumber,  and  engaging  for  seven  years 
in  a  general  business.  He  came  to  Michigan  in 
1832  and  liK'ated  in  Oakland  County,  but  in  1833 
removed   to  West   Bloomtield   Township,  in   that 
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county,  where  he  improved  a  farm,  and  in  1887, 
during  tlie  trouble  l)etween  Ohio  and  Michigan, 
enlisted  as  Drum  Major  in  what  is  known  as  the 
Toledo  War.  lie  remained  in  West  Bloomfield 
Township  until  1859,  when  he  came  to  Oceola 
.  Township  and  made  his  home  on  section  9.  wheie 
our  subject  now  reside*.  Upon  this  place  he  made 
substantial  improvements  and  here  remained  until 
his  death,  which  toolc  place  in  1871. 

William  Merithew  was  an  old-line  Wliig  and 
voted  that  ticket  until  the  organizati<>n  of  the  He- 
publican  party,  and  at  the  convention  which  was 
called  for  that  purpose  he  was  a  delegate.  He  wju< 
Anti-slavery  in  principle  and  was  interested  in  the 
Underground  Railroad.  Many  a  negro  did  he 
help  to  send  through  to  Canada  to  find  freedom. 
He  was  a  man  of  deep  religious  ccmvictions  and  a 
meml)er  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  His 
father,  William  Merithew,  who  was  of  Pennsylva- 
nia Dutch  origin,  was  in  the  Revolutionary  war  as 
a  soldier. 

The  mother,  Philomela  Wisner,  wjis  a  native  of 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  who  lived  to  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years.  She  was  a  daughter  <>f  Moses 
Wisner,  a  New  York  farmer,  who  was  a  C<>lonel  in 
a  regiment  of  State  militia  during  the  War  of  1812. 
In  one  coiirtict  he  was  entireh'  covered  b\  the 
sand  which  was  thrown  up  by  a  .shell  which  struck 
the  ground  near  him.  He  was  iiIm)  captured  by  n 
band  of  Cavui^a  Indians  in  18i:5,  bul  made  \\\> 
escape  by  getting  them  to  smoking, and  then  when 
one  of  them  left  the  door  open  he  slipped  out, 
and  hiding  in  the  corn  made  good  his  escape  by 
paddling  across  Cayuga  Lake  in  a  large  potash 
kettle.  This  brave  an<l  craft v  Colonel  was  the 
father  of  (iov.  Moses  Wisner,  who  is  thus  the  uncle 
of  our  subject. 

Edwin  R.  Merithew  is  one  of  a  family  of  M'ven 
children,  and  was  only  one  yc^ar  old  when  with  his 
parents  he  migrated  to  the  Territory  of  Michigan. 
His  entire  education  was  taken  in  the  log  school- 
houses  in  West  Bloom  held  Township,  Oakland 
County,  and  he  began  independent  work  by  labor- 
ing by  the  month  for  his  neighbors.  In  the  year 
18;")2  he  went  to  California,  making  the  j<MU'ney 
by  water  by  way  of  Panama,  taking;  the  st<'anier 
"United    States**     from     New     York    City  to    the 


Isthmus,  and  there  journeying  by  a  French  sailing 
vessel,  *'Fion  Brothers,"  to  San  Francisco,  making 
that  part  of  the  journey  in  sixty -seven  days.  lie 
went  into  the  mines  at  L<mg  Bar  in  the  Yul»a 
River  and  remained  there  for  three  veai*s,  dividing 
his  time  equally  l>etween  fanning  and  mining.  He 
returned  in  18r)r)  by  the  way  of  Orevtown.  land- 
ing  at  New  York  City. 

Up(>n  the  young  man's  return  to  We>t  Bloom- 
field  Township  he  decided  to  give  a  "hostage  to 
fortune"  by  establishing  himself  in  his  own  home 
with  a  wife.  He  was,  therefore,  married  Scptem- 
1km*  H,  18r)(>,  to  Harriet  Pennell,  a  native  of  that 
county,  who  was  bom  in  1833.  In  18;)8  they  re- 
moved  to  Oregon  Town^hip,  I^|)eer  County, 
where  they  took  new  land  and  began  cultivatini: 
it.  They  first,  however,  had  to  put  up  a  log 
Inmse,  for  which  Mr.  Merithew  cut  the  logs  and 
made  the  shingles.  This  palatial  residence,  meas- 
uring 2(^x:ii\  feet  on  the  groiuid,  was  now  their 
home  while  they  improved  this  projx»rtv.and  they 
remained  there  until  18()f,  when  the  husl>and  en- 
li>ted  in  the  defense  of  his  country's  Hag. 

Company  E,  Eighth  Michigan  Infantry,  Wiis  the 
body  of  trooj)s  to  which  the  young  man  alt.ached 
himself,  and  they  were  at   <mce  stmt  to  Cincinnati 

« 

and  thence  to  Louisville,  after  which  they  were 
ordered  east  to  Anna])olis,  Md.  They  were  made 
a  pait  (»f  tiie  Ninth  Army  C(>rps,  and  upon  April 
1>  tliey  weie  in  Washinii^ton.  where  they  marched 
oyei-  the  Long  Bridge  and  upon  May  6  took  part 
in  the   battle  of  the   Wilderness,  after  whieh   they 

• 

were  enu^aired  in  the  conflicts  of  Chancelloi'sville. 
Cold  Harbor  and  Petersburij.  During  this  siese 
they  took  an  actiye  part,  and  as  he  was  wounded 
there  he  was  sent  to  the  hospital,  where  he  re- 
mained for  six  weeks,  and  then  returned  to  l*eters- 
lnn<r.  where  he  was  on  picket  duty  every  other 
night  until  the  2Hth  of  March,  18(j;'),  and  was 
under  fire  for  one  hundred  days.  On  Ai)ril  2  he 
was  the  first  one  to  mount  the  defences  of  Fort 
Mahan.  and  this  was  the  last  conflict  in  which  he 
was  eniraii:ed.  as  after  this  they  went  to  AVashiuir- 
ton  and  weie  on  picket  duty  until  July  30,  IHG.'k 
His  regiment  wa>  nuislered  out  of  scM'vice  at  De- 
troit, August  3,  and  he  returned  to  West  Bloom- 
field   Township   and  worked   in  a  saw-mill   in  the 
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town  of  Commerce.  His  first  wife  having  died  in 
September,  1863,  he  was  united  with  his  present 
wife  March  8,  1866.  This  lady  was  born  in  1835 
in  Commerce  Township,  Oakland  County,  and  her 
maiden  name  was  Eliza  J.  Compton.  After  tliis 
marriage  he  removed  to  Oceola  Township,  Liv- 
ingston County,  where  he  now  resides  on  his 
father's  old  liomestead. 

Mr.  Merithew  has  two  children  by  his  first  mar- 
riage, a  daughter  and  a  son.  ITie  daughter,  Alice, 
is  the  wife  of  L.  Buckloo,  and  Charles  M.  is  a  car 
inspector  at  Owosso  on  the  Toledo  cfe  Ann  Arbor 
Railroad.  Bv  his  second  union  he  has  six  chil- 
dren,  who  are  equally  divided  between  sons  and 
daughters,  namely:  Flora,  the  wife  of  Ulie 
Batclielor,  who  resides  in  Oceola  Township;  Jacob, 
Inza,  Norali,  Edwin  R.  and  Osc^r  F. 

One  hundred  acres  of  well  improved  land  forms 
tlie  estate  of  Mr.  Merithew,  upon  which  he  is  car- 
rying on  a  general  farming  business  and  where  he 
keeps  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  head  of  sheep, 
lie  is  keenly  interested  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
j)ublic  affairs,  and  has  served  his  township  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  and  was  elected  in  1856  as  Con- 
stable of  AVest  Bloomfield  Township,  being  the 
first  man  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket  in  this 
section.  For  fourteen  years  he  has  been  iSchool 
Director  in  Oceola  Township.  He  is  a  freethinker 
in  his  religious  views,  and  is  a  meml)er  of  the 
(irand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  has  filled  almost 
every  office  in  the  gift  of  his  comrades. 


I^Sfc:.®- 
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ESLEY  EMERY.  Am<>ng  the  old  settlers 
v  -.  //'  of  I^nsing,  who  have  been  efficient  in 
^  y/  Iniilding  up  the  city  and  making  it  what 
it  is  to-day,  in  the  social,  financial  and  business 
world,  we  are  pleased  to  mention  Mr.  Emery, 
whose  j)ortrait  is  shown  on  the  op^wsite  page.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bartlett  Ar  Emery,  deal- 
ers in  real  estate  and  insurance,  their  office  being 
located  on  Washington  Avenue.  Mr.  Emery  came 
to  this  city  in  the  spring  of  1853  and  for  five  years 
had  charge  of  the  city  school. 

Our  subject  was  born    July    18,    1829,  at  York, 


Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and  is  the  son  of  Sam- 
uel and  Nancy  J.  (Wesley)  Emery.  His  paternal 
ancestors  belong  to  the  old  New  England  stock  of 
Emerys,  and  Samuel  Emery  was  a  farmer  in  New 
York.  The  boy  removed  with  his  parents  from 
Livingston  County  to  Cattaraugus  County,  and  as 
soon  as  he  was  old  enough  he  attended  Genesee 
College  at  Lima,  N.  Y.  He  completed  his  Fresh- 
man, Sophomore  and  Junior  years  at  that  college, 
but  his  Senior  year  was  interrupted  by  the  failure 
of  his  eyes  and  he  had  to  leave  college  before 
graduation.  As  soon  as  his  eyes  would  permit  he 
began  teaching,  spending  two  years  in  this  pro- 
fession at  East  Avon,  then  in  Barry  Center,  N.  Y., 
for  two  years,  and  afterward  at  Bamegat,  N.  Y, 
After  one  year  there  he  came  West  and  taught  for 
two  yeai'S  at  Grandville,  Mich.,  and  at  Lamontwas 
in  charge  of  the  Union  Schools  for  three  years. 
He  then  came  to  Lansing  and  after  following  his 
profession  here  for  five  years  and  for  a  while  at 
Okemos,  he  bought  a  large  farm  at  the  latter 
place. 

After  Mr.  Emery  gave  up  teaching  he  spent 
eight  years  in  tmveling  for  A.  S.  Barnes  <fe  Co.,  of 
New  York,  handling  their  school  books  and  having 
charge  of  their  Western  business.  He  managed 
their  agents  both  in  Michigan  and  other  western 
States;  and  having  thus  gained  experience  in  the 
book  business  he  established  a  book  store  in  Lan- 
sing, which  he  carried  on  for  ten  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  sold  out  his  business  and  again 
took  charge  of  Michigan  for  A.  S.  Barnes  <fe  Co, 
After  three  years  he  entered  into  partnership  with 
Mr.  Bartlett,  and  at  the  beginning  of  1887  opened 
an  office  for  the  transaction  of  real  estate  and  in- 
surance business.  These  gentlemen  handle  real 
estate  for  themselves  and  others,  and  also  represent 
a  numlHjrof  insurance  companies,  both  in  the  line 
of  life  and  fire  insurance. 

For  three  yeai's  Mr.  Emery  was  a  prominent 
memlxu*  of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Tensing,  and 
later  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Examiners,  in  which 
capacity  he  was  of  incalculable  value  to  the  city,  as 
his  thorough  education,  his  genuine  culture,  his 
breadth  of  view  and  experience,  have  given  him 
an  exceptional  outlook.  AVhile  on  his  farm  he  was 
several  times  elected   Township  Supervisor,  Treas- 
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iiivr  of  tlie  ^ricliigan  Central  Fair,  and  occupied 
other  positions  of  trust  and  lionor.  lie  is  a  ineni- 
\>er  of  Masonic  lA)dge  No.  83,  and  has  lon^  held 
official  poeition  in  the  Univei-salist  Church,  of  which 
he  is  a  prominent  ineinl>cr. 

In  1851  Mr.  Emery  married  Miss  Adelia  (iiUson, 
of   Barrv   Center,  N.  Y.,  hut    in    less   than  twelve 

•/  7  7 

months  mourned  the  untimely  death  of  his  loved 
and  loving  young  wife.  Two  yeai-s  later  he  mar- 
ried her  sister,  I^ura  E.  Of  this  marriage  was 
lK>m  one  son,  Archie  Martc^lle,  who  iK'fore  the  age 
of  three  veal's  was  Ix^reft  of  a  mother's  love  nn<l 
care,  for  death  again  entered  the  household.  Tliis 
Sim,  A.  M.  Emery,  is  now  established  in  ouv  of  tlie 
leading  Ixnikstores  of  Lansing. 

In  Januarv  of  1H7(),  Mr.  Emcrv  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Van  Dervoort,  of  Phel])s, 
N.  Y.  This  lady  has  since  lK»c<mie  prominent  in 
the  reform  movement**  of  the  day.  nnd  is  the 
author  of  a  little  lKK>k  entitled  ''Seven  Financial 
Conspiracias,**  which  isattractin<i  nnicli  attention 
at  the  present  time. 


—  ••  # 


'•™;N1)KE\V    F.    SAWYEK.       The  hiirhlv   re- 
speeted  family  at  whose  head  stands  the  man 


'whose  name  we  have  just  given.  exiMt>  a 
(Q^^  powerful  intluence  for  good  in(ireen  Oak 
Townshi}),  and  indeed  ihiougiiout  Livingston 
Countv.  and  wherever  its  memhers  are  known. 
Character  always  must  tell  in  it>  effect  upon  those 
who  meet  it,  and  there  is  no  >uch  argument  for 
uprightness  and  intelligence  as  an  upright  and 
intelligent  life. 

Mr.  Sawver  is  a  native  of  this  county,  and  was 
born  in  IIam})urg  Town.siiip.  .lune  12.  IH.if).  \\[> 
father.  Caleb  Sawyer,  was  born  in  Massju'huM'tt> 
in  1811,  and  in  his  early  years  renH>ve(l  to  New 
York,  where  he  became  a  farmer.  Michigan 
became  his  home  in  1H3L  and  he  then  to(>k  up 
land  in  (Treen  Oak  Township,  and  brou<iht  on  his 
family  the  following  sjiring,  thus  beroniinu  onv  of 
the  first  settlers  in  this  region,  lie  did  much  pio- 
neer work,  and  having  subdued  the  wildeiiiess  and 


placed  his  farm  in  a  productive  c*onditioii,  passed 
here  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  in  1882. 

Caleb  Sawyer  came  to  this  Stat^  with  limited 
means,  but  he  was  a  man  of  enterprise  and  soon 
built  up  a  flourishing  businc^ss  in  brick  mauufac- 
ture,  and  for  a  numlxT  of  years  supplied  hi.s 
neighlK)rs  with  this  valuable  commodity.  IIu* 
good  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  l>ore  the 
maiden  name  of  Caroline  Wheeler.  She  did  m»t 
long  endure  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life,  and 
p:issed  from  earth  in  1840,  at  the  early  age  of 
twenty-nine  yeai-s,  leaving  five  children,  four  of 
whom  are  now  living.  The  father  married  a 
second  time,  but  by  that  union  had  no  children. 
Hy  his  third  marriage  he  had  four  children. 

Farm  life  and  the  district  school  filled  up  the 
early  years  of  the  boy  who  grew  to  \ye  so  pros- 
perous a  farmer.  Ilis  schooling  had  to  come 
m(>stly  in  the  winter  months,  as  he  was  needed  at 
honu»  durinir  the  busy  seasons,  and  he  remained 
with  his  parent>  until  after  he  reat^hed  his  ma- 
jority, subse(puMit  to  which  he  entered  the  employ 
(►f  neighboring  farmei*s.  Durmg  the  summer  of 
18r»l  he  worked  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  in  the 
f<>llowing  spring  he  purchased  seventy-five  acres 
near  Whitemore  Lake,  in  Washtenaw  County,  and 
began  life  for  himself.  After  three  years  \\\x>n 
tiiis  farm  he  })urchased  land  in  Cireen  Oak  Towu- 
>hip,  upon  which  he  lived  for  two  and  one-half 
yeais.  Ih  also  spent  one  year  in  Brighton,  but  in 
the  fall  of  lH(;i)  he  purchased  his  present  home  on 
Mictions  .S  and  10.(ireen  Oak  Township,  a  property 
which  was  already  well  improved. 

Xothina  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Sawyer  has  been  more 
productive  of  liap])iness  and  true  lu'osperity  than 
his  union  in  marriage  with  the  lady  of  his  choice, 
whose  intelligence,  social  (pialities  and  many 
amiable  traits  make  her  a  noteworthy  woman  in 
this  township.  Their  wedding  occurred  December 
2H.  18()(».  and  they  then  established  a  hemic  to- 
gether which  n:a\  well  .•'Crve  for  a  model  (»f  ilo- 
nie>tic  happiness  and  genuine  hospitality. 

rhi>  lady,  whose  name  was  Drusilla  Coe,  was 
bom  in  (ireen  Oak  Township,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Harrison  Coe.  She  has  l)ecome  the  mother  of  one 
son,  Fred,  who  was  born  Sej)teml>er  T),  187G,  and 
whose  manly  character  and  devotion  to  his  pai-ents 
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already  ^ve  abundant  promise  of  a  manhood 
wliieli  will  reward  his  devoted  parentis  for  their 
care  and  culture. 

The  Republican  party  in  its  declarations  em- 
bodies the  principle*  of  political  economy  which 
Mr.  Sawyer  lielieves  to  l)e  l)est  adapted  to  insuring 
the  prosperity  of  our  countrj'.  For  two  years  he 
held  the  office  of  Town  Treasurer,  and  has  also  in 
his  capacity  as  Road  Commissioner  improved 
«:reatly  the  highways  of  the  township.  His  one 
hundred  and  twentv  acres  of  land  are  in  the  l)est 
condition,  and  exceedingly  productive. 

With  his  partner,  Mr.  Coe,  our  subject  is  thp 
proprietor  of  the  "*  Ragstreet '  *  flock  of  Shrop- 
shires,  and  the  head  of  that  flock  is  the  well-known 
'*  Pride  of  Ragstreet/'  who  was  imported  in 
August,  1881),  and  lias  won  tii-st  premium  as  the 
best  Shropsliire  ram  lamb  at  the  State  Fair  at 
Lansing,  the  International  Kxposition  at  Detroit, 
the  Fastern  Agricultural  Society  at  Ypsilanti,  and 
the  Market  Fair  at  lirighton. 


yi^ 
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;TH'D(;K  ROLLIX  II.  PFRSON.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  whose  name  is  above  does 
not  Ix^ar  the  weight  of  years  that  one  is  apt 
to  assix^iate  with  the  station  of  life  to  which 
he  ha^  attained.  Although  in  the  meridian  of  his 
successful  career,  as  well  as  of  his  years,  our  sub- 
ject is  Judge  of  the  Thirtieth  Judicial  District  of 
Michigan,  embracing  the  counties  of  Livingston 
and  Ingham.  It  seems  peculiarly  fitting  that  the 
sons  of  the  State  should  occupy  these  honorable 
positions,  and  Mr.  Person  is  a  native  of  Iosco 
Township,  Livingston  County.  lK»ing  here  born 
October  15,  1 800.  He  is  a  son  of  Cornelius  1 1,  and 
Lucinda  (StatTord)  Person,  natives  of  New  York. 
Our  subject's  father  was  in  his  younger  days  a 
teacher,  but  later  became  a  farmer.  In  1887  he 
with  hi>  father's  faniilv  came  to  Michigan  and  the 
party  settled  in  Iosco  Township,  Livingston 
County.  The  gentleman's  i)arents  were  Daniel 
and  Fanny  (Stevens)  Person,  natives  of  Vermont 
and  New  York  ropectively.     On  coming  into  this 


State  they  took  up  a  quarter  section  of  Govern- 
ment land,  to  which  thev  devoted  themselves  to 
improving  and  cultivating.  This  -was  secured  in 
1886  and  was  at  the  time  heavilv  timbered.  The 
improvements  that  he  placed  upon  it  greatly  en- 
hanced the  value  of  the  tract,  which  l)efore  his  de- 
cease wjis  made  not  only  a  comfortable  home  place, 
but  a  most  attractive  and  beautiful  agricultui-al 
spot.'  Daniel  Person's  death  occurred  in  1874. 
His  wife  survived  him  by  a  number  of  years,  pass- 
ing away  in  the  city  of  Howell  in  1880.  The 
father  had  been  Justice  of*  the  Peace  several  vears 
Ijefore  his  death.  He  had  a  family  of  five  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  lived  to  attain  manhood  and 
womanhood.  They  were  Cornelius  H.,  Polly, 
Laura,  Sally  and  Stephen.  Polly  Ijecame  Mrs. 
Toucrav  and  died  in  Nebraska,  where  she  went  in 
1 8oi). 

Daniel  Person's  father  w^as  the  Rev.  Cornelius 
(t.  Persiui,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire.  He  was  a 
farmer  until  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  and  then 
engaged  in  preaching  until  1833.  He  had  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children.  Our  subject's  famil3^on  the 
paternal  side  were  of  English  ancestry.  On  the 
maternal  side  our  subject's  grandparents  were  Jo- 
s(»ph  and  Sally  (Taylor)  Stafford,  natives  of  Ver- 
mont and  Mttssachu setts  respectively.  The  former 
was  a  builder  as  .well  as  a  farmer  in  New  Y'ork, 
where  he  carried  on  a  successful  and  lucrative  busi- 
ness. He  had  a  familv  of  seven  children.  The 
preceding  generation  most  immediately  connected 
with  Joseph  Stafford  was  represented  by  Isaac  and 
Keziah  (Slater)  Stafford,  natives  of  Vermont.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  and  was  obliged  to  work  very 
hard  in  order  to  supply  his  ten  children  with  the 
necessities  of  life.  His  father  was  John  Stafford, 
who  came  from  England. 

Resides  farming  in  Iosco  Township  for  many 
years  our  subject's  father  was  also  Sui>erintendent 
of  Schools  in  the  township,  and  after  leaving  his 
farm  he  came  to  Howell,  where  he  now  lives,  hold- 
in<;  the  ollice  of  Ju>tice  of  the  Peace.  Contrarv  Uy 
the  usual  oi'der  In  his  fnmilvJie  hasonlvtwo  sons, 
our  subject.  Judge  Person,  and  Ozro,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  farming.  I'ntil  nineteen  years  of  age  the 
oriijinal  of  our  sketch  outside  of  his  scliool  life  was 
engaged   in   farming.     After   that  time  he  taught 
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isc'liool  for  two  wiiiterjK,  engaging  in  the*  work  in 
this  county,  although  not  living  at  home.  He  at- 
tended the  Howell  High  School  and  wa.s  early 
elected  Deputy  Register  of  Deeds,  which  |K>sition 
he  filled  for  two  years. 

The  young  man  had  determined  to  l)econie  a 
lawyer  and  l)egan  to  read  law  with  Dennis  Shields 
of  Howell.  After  a  w)ui-se  pureued  with  much  ad- 
vantage under  this  preceptor  he  entered  the  law 
school  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  after  taking  the  full 
course  there  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1873.  He 
then  started  for  the  West  and  settled  on  the  He- 
publican  River  in  Harland  County,  Neb.,  at  onee 
engaging  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He 
had  a  large  patronage  while  in  Nebraska,  but  was 
unable  to  collect  on  account  of  the  grasshop|)er 
scourge  from  which  that  district  suffered  so  severely 
at  the  time  of  his  being  there,  every  green  thing 
having  l)een  eatt»n  by  these  jK^sts.  Not  being  able 
to  live  on  debts  he  returned  to  Howell  in  IHT;') 
and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  here. 
On  the  formation  of  this  circuit  our  subject  was 
ap{)ointed  and  in  April  thereafter  was  elected 
Judge.  This  election  was  in  181M,  running  far 
ahead  of  his  ticket  and  receiving  a  complimentary 
vote  of  nearly  fourteen  hundred  stronij. 

Judge  Person  has  held  theofliceof  Circuit  C<Knt 
Commissioner  besides  his  other  otiice,  and  lias  nlso 
been  Recorder  of  the  citv  of  Howell,  lie  resides 
in  a  l)eautiful  home,  which  he  himself  erected  in 
1887.  It  is  l<K*ated  on  Clinton  Street  and  is  a 
picture  of  lM?autyaiid  attractiveness.  He  of  wlunn 
we  write  was  married  in  1H73  to  Miss  Ida  Madden 
of  Monmouth,  111.  She  is  a  daughter  of  James  (1. 
Madden,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  that  |)lace.  Our 
subject  and  his  estimable  and  attractive  wife  are 
the  parents  of  three  children.  Harlow,  Harry  and 
May,  who  are  bright  young  people  who  will  with- 
out doubt  be  shining  examples  of  what  the  U'st  of 
influences  and  advantngo  can  do  for  naturally 
rich  natures. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  is  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  following.  He  also  atliliates  with  the 
Masonic  Society  and  is  in  demand  socially  on  all 
public  and  priv^ate  occasions,  being  a  man  of  great 
personal  attractions  and  striking  conversational 
l>owers.     Judge  Person  is  one  of  the  organizers  of 


the  (ii'st  State  Savings  Bank  of  Howell.  He  is 
also  a  large  st<K*kholder  and  is  variously  associated 
with  the  large  and  important  enterprises  of  the 
community. 


i^io^sn 


fLs^  ON.  DANIEL  L.  CASE,  The  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch  just  fails  of 
being  the  oldest  resident  of  this  county, 
only  one  other,  William  A.  Dwire,  having 
preceded  him  here.  Mr.  Case  made  his  entrance 
herein  1848.  He  is  a  C'anadian  by  birth,  having 
fii*st  si»en  the  light  of  day  at  Three  Rivei-s.  Decem- 
ber 21,  1811,  and  is  henc*e  now  (1891)  an  octogen- 
arian. In  spite  of  his  age  he  is  still  an  active  man 
in  the  perfect  possession  of  all  his  faculties.  His 
parents  were  originally  from  the  State  of  Connec- 
ticut. His  father  whose  name  was  Elijah  Case  went 
to  Canada  just  iK'fore  the  AVar  of  1812.  C>n  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war  he  was  required  to  take 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  British  crown, 
which  he  refused  to  do,  in  consecpience  of  which 
he  was  arrested  and  imprisoned  in  Halifax  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  after  which  he  joined  his 
family  who  had  removed  to  Monroe  County, 
N.  v..  during  his  imprisonment,  and  died  a  few 
venrs  later  from  disease  contracted  while  thus 
incarcerated. 

Here  Daniel  lived  until  his  eighteenth  year  and 
had  such  educational  advantages  as  wx re  ccmimon  in 
the  districts.  On  coming  to  Michigan,  which  was 
then  called  the  Indian  Territory  (1829),  Mr.  Cast* 
first  sto])ped  at  Pontiac,  and  in  the  spring  of  1830 
came  to  where  the  town  of  Jackson  now  i.^.  At 
that  time  there  was  but  one  c^bin  on  it,s  present 
site  and  not  another  inhabitant  within  thirty  miles. 
He  remained  until  18.'5()  and  then  went  to  Texas, 
which  was  then  the  arena  of  the  political  andCiov- 
ernmental  strife  of  the  j)eriod.  He  remained  in 
Texas  until  1812  and  then  returned  to  the  Wolv- 
erine State.  Mr.  Case  corrects  the  impression  that 
the  family  of  Blackmails  was  the  fii'st  in  Jackson. 
When  our  subject  arrived  in  the  spring  of  1830,  a 
man  bv  the  name  of  Gillette  was  the  only  resident 
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and  Mr.  Case  drove  the  team  that  moved  the  Black- 
mans  into  Jacks<m.  Our  subject  was  in  Texas 
during  Houston's  War  with  Santa  Anna,  and 
practiced  law,  giving  his  attention  to-  the 
criminal  code,  his  great  strength  being  in  the 
pleading  of  his  cases.  His  license  i)ermitted  him 
to  practice  in  all  States  and  he  became  widely  known 
as  a  lawyer  of  unfailing  suc*cess  in  any  case  that  he 
undertook.  The  greater  part  of  his  practice  was 
along  the  Mississippi,  from(4alena  to  New  Orleans. 
He  also  took  charge  of  a  number  of  cases  in  Texas 
and  few  lawyers  in  the  country  equaled  him  in  le- 
gal acumen  and  skillful  fencing:  when  such  tactics 
were  necessary. 

After  his  return  to  this  state  Mr.  Case  practiced  his 
profession  until  18454it  which  time  he  was  appointed^ 
by  the  Governor  as  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  the 
county.  At  the  expiration  of  two  years  he  was 
again  apiK)inted  but  resigned  and  embarked  in 
merchandising  in  the  city,  being  also  interested  in 
politics.  In  1850  our  subject  was  elected  meml^er 
of  the  legislature  and  in  1858  the  honor  was  pressed 
upon  him  as  an  election  to  the  post  of  Auditor- 
General,  which  position  he  held  for  two  years. 
Meantime  he  continued  his  business  of  merchandis- 
ing in  connection  with  his  political  and  official  life 
until  1878. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  been  pressed  into  ser- 
vice in  various  offices  of  the  municipal  Government. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  and 
Alderman.  Anxious  to  retire  from  public  life  he 
gave  up  his  businei^s  and  resigned  the  majority  of 
his  offices  in  1878,  l)ut  in  1887  he  was  appointed 
on  the  lM)ard  of  control  of  the  .sch<K)l  for  the  blind 
and  since  that  time  has  served  as  Treasurer  of  the 
Board.  Mr.  Case  is  verv  active  and  takes  a  meat 
deal  ^)f  out  of  d<M)r  exercise,  seldom  allowing  a  day 
to  pass  when  he  does  not  go  to  the  city  to  transact 
some  business. 

Mr.  Case  was  first  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Marinda  Brown  of  Pittsford,  N.  Y.,  whose  decejuie 
occurred  in  1847.  Three  children  were  l>orn  of 
this  union  as  follows:  .lulien  M.  married  Miss  Sophia 
Peck  and  they  became  the  parent*  of  four  chil- 
dren, Daniel,  Sophie,  Rex  Ronald  and  Julien.  He 
died  in  London  in  «June,  1890.  while  on  a  tour  in 
Europe;  Daniel  was  a  student  at  West  Point  when 


the  late  war  broke  out  and  he  enlisted  in  the 
S<»venty-eighth  New  York  Infantry,  being  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor  a  Lieutenant.  This 
regiment  was  afterward  consolidated  with  the 
One  Hundred  and  Second  New  Y'ork  Infantry. 
He  was  captured  at  the  battle  of  Peach  Tree 
Creek  while  serving  as  aid  to  Gen.  Hooker  and 
was  confined  in  rel)el  prisons  for  ten  months. 
He  died  shortly  after  the  close  of  the  war 
from  exposure  incident  to  his  prison  life.  Helen 
the  eldest  child  of  our  subject  is  the  widow  of  And- 
rew Adams  apd  now  makes  her  home  with  her 
father.  She  has  one  child,  Mrs.  Mary  Collins  of 
Chicago,  III.  By  a  second  marriage  Mr.  Case  was 
united  to  Miss  Adelia  Monroe  of  Eagle,  Clinton 
County,  this  State,  she  dying  in  1887.  There  were 
no  children  by  this  marriage. 

Although  our  subject  was  brought  up  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  and  his  inclinations  were  all  in  that 
directiim,  giving  generously  for  its  support,  he  is 
not  a  meml>er,  but  a  liberal-spirited,  conscientious 
man,  the  friend  of  humanity.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  also  belongs  to  the 
errand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Mr.  Case  was  in  the 
Civil  War  as  Assistant  Paymaster  and  served  for 
nearly  a  \'ear,  when  failing  health  obliged  him  to 
re,**ign  and  he  has  since  lived  retired. 


,|M)KL  II.  DVKKS.  Above  the  average  in  in- 
telligence and  a  man  of  more  than  ordin- 
ary erudition  is  the  prosperous  farmer 
^Jj/'  whose  name  we  herewith  give.  His  popularity 
is  based  not  only  on  his  ability  both  as  a  thinker 
and  an  active  l)u>iness  man,  but  also  on  the  genu- 
ine good  will  with  which  he  regards  his  fellow- 
men  and  the  kindly  spirit  which  he  exhibits  in  his 
intercoui^e  with  them.  His  home  is  on  section  26, 
(ienoa  Township,  Livingston  County,  and  he  was 
born    in   SteulK'n    C(>unlv.    N.    Y..  on    Christmas 

t. 

Day,  1842. 

Joseph   Dykes,  the  father  of  our  subject,    was 
born  in  Genoa,  N.  Y.,  in    1807,  and  is  of  German 
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descent,  lie  followed  the  double  avocation  of  a 
farmer  and  »h(x^niaker,  and  when  quite  young 
made  his  home  in  Steulien  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  married  Jane  O'Neal,  who  had  her  nativity  in 
New  Jei-sey  in  1814.  Seven  out  of  their  nine 
children  grew  to  maturity,  viz:  Hiram.  .lerusha, 
Alice,  Sarah,  Araminta,  .Joel  II.,  Oj^car,  (Jeor<j:e  and 
Elizal)eth.  The  family  came  to  Michi^ran  in  IHl  1, 
and  settled  in  the  wildernes.s,  making  their  homo 
in  a  log  cabin.  In  18G4  they  move<l  on  to  the 
farm  where  the  family  now  resides,  which  the 
father  carried  (m  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of 
seven tv-seven  veal's.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
regular  Ha[)tist  Church,  and  in  politics  was  rtr.st  a 
Whig  and  afterward  a  Republican.  His  faithful 
wife,  who  was  also  identified  with  the  Baptist 
Chnrdi,  survives  him  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  son. 

Our  subject  was  only  a  year  and  a  half  old  when 
he  came  to  Michigan,  and  he  obtained  his  educa- 
tion in  the  h)g  sclK)olhouses  and  sat  upon  the  slab 
l)enche,s  which  were  supported  by  |)in  legs.  The 
rate  bill  system  then  prevailed  and  (piill  |)ens  were 
the  prominent  features  of  the  writing  cla.ss.  When 
twentv-one  years  old  the  voung  man  began  work 
for  himself,  but  it  was  not  U>ng  before  he  left  the 
jH^aceful  avocation  of  agriculture  and  enlisted 
under  the  banner  of  his  country.  He  joined  Coni- 
i)anv  A,  Twentv-secon<l  Mieliiuan  infantrv,  and 
served  from  .lanuaiv  <>.  \X(')\,  to  September  l(>. 
IHOT),  ree<Mving  his  honornble  diM-luii'^e  at  Mur- 
freesboro. 

The  Twentv-seeond  Michiirnn  wms  tirst  sent  to 
Chattnnooi»a.  Tenn..  and  remained  there  until  the 
1st  of  Mav,  when  it  was  >ent  to  the  front,  in 
(ieorgia,  and  took  pait  in  the  battle  of  Kene>aw 
Mountain,  being  in  all  the  engagements  of  the 
Atlanta  campaii^Mi.  It  was  in  Sherman's  army 
under  the  command  of  (n'n.  Thomas,  and  did 
Provo>t  duty  at  Atlanta  until  the  last  of  October, 
when  (ien.  Thon»a>'  aiiiiy  returned  to  (  hatta- 
no<>ga,  and  ther<'  went  into  winter  (piartei>,  doing 
provost  duty  in  that  city.  Oui' >ubject  wa>  then 
ordered  to  Murfi'eeN]>oro,  Tciin..  wheic  he  re- 
mained until  June.  iHO.Kaml  wa.>  then  <ent  to  a 
small  station  on  the  Chattanooga  vV  Nashville 
Railway,  where  he  was  on  guard  duty.     At  Mur- 


freesboro  he  was  transferred  from  his  old  i-egimeut 
to  the  Twenty-second  Michigan  Infantry.  Uewaii 
sick  with  the  measles  at  Chattanooga,  and  was  in 
the  hospiUil  for  some  time,  and  has  never  since 
really  been  well,  in  conse<iuence  of  wliich  he  re- 
ceives ^(I  a  month  {m  nsion. 

I'pon  his  return  from  the  battle-fields,  J(»el 
Dykes  resumed  farming,  and  l>ought  out  the  in- 
terest <>f  the  other  heii*s  in  the  home  farm.  .Tulv  18, 

« 

1S(;7.  he  was  happily  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Amelia  Morgan,  who  was  ]K)ni  in  Dundee, 
Monnn*  Comity,  Mich.,  March  IG,  1844.  Four 
chiidn'ii  have  come  to  their  home,  and  all  ai^e  now 
living  except  Lois,  their  eldest,  who  died  when 
two  years  old.  The  daughtei*s  who  are  with  them 
l.are  Kdna.  Ktta  and  Ida. 

I'pon  his  eighty  acres  of  fine  land  Mr.  Dykes 
carries  im  mixed  farming  and  has  most  of  his 
estate  under  cultivation.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his 
}K)litical  views  and  has  twice  lK»en  made  candidate 
for  tin'  ofliee  of  Supervisor,  but  as  tliere  is  a  large* 
Democratic  majority  in  the  township, he  has  never 
been  elected  to  that  position.  He  served  for  tw<» 
terms  as  Commis>ioner  and  for  <me  term  as  Ti*e«s- 
urer. 


•-  \  "^ 
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IIAKM.KS  K.  HKCKMANN.  Prominent  in 
agricultuial  and  political  circles  is  the  ex- 
tensive farmer  and  popular  citizen  whose 
name  appeals  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  His  al- 
tiactive  home  and  beautiful  farm  are  situated  in 
(ienoa  Town>hip.  Living>ton  County,  and  he  is 
well-known  as  the  ex-Sheriff  of  the  county  and 
ex-l*ostniaster  of  Howell. 

Our    Mibject    wa>    born   in    Hamburg,  (iermany, 
.lune    1.    IH27.      His   father,  William   Henrv   lieur- 

ft 

inann,  was  in  the  mercantile  business.  He  died 
when  about  lent v-eiirht  vcars  of  age,  and  his  iroo<l 
wife   Henrietta    K.  (ilner,   Iiv<*d    to   be  sixtv-seven 

ft 

\ cars  old.  Thev  were  both  earnest  and  conscien- 
tious  nieinbei>  oj  the  Lutheran  Church  and  ivared 
their  five  children  under  the  inlluence  of  the  (iixs- 
pel.  His  wife  came  to  Michigan  with  the  family 
in  1810  and  became  a  pioneer  in  the  wilderness. 
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He  of  whom  we  write  earae  to  America  when 
thirteen  yean*  old,  having  been  ten  weeks  on  the 
briny  deep.  He  enjoyed  the  trip  greatly  and  was 
sea-sick  for  only  one  day.  Having  reached  America 
the  family  came  directly  to  Livingston  (-oiinty, 
and  built  a  log  house  in  which  the}'  made  their 
home  on  Christmas  Day,  1840.  Friendly  Indians 
frequented  their  door  and  their  mother  fed  them 
with  a  kindly  hand.  In  his  boyhood,  Charles 
Beurmann  helped  to  kill  a  bear  near  Whitney  I^ke 
and  in  triumph  carried  home  some  bear  steaks.  His 
brother  William  was  quite  a  huntsman,  and  shot 
many  a  deer,  wolf  agd  turkey. 

Onlv  two  acres  of  Mr.  Beurmann's  farm  was 
broken  when  he  settled  here  in  1840,  and  he  now 
has  one  hundred  and  sixtvof  his  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  under  cultivation.  He  raises  both 
grain  and  stock  and  pays  attention  to  the  l)etter 
grades  of  animals.  He  hits  had  some  full-blooded 
Durham  cattle  and  now  has  fourteen  horses,  some 
of  them  draft  and  some  roadsters.  His  l>eautiful 
brick  residence  was  erected  bv  him  in  1878,  at  a 
cost  of  J>4,000  besides  his  own  labor. 

Fidelia  Hageland  to  whom  Charles  E.  Beurmann 
was  united  in  marriage  in  18r)2,  wa:^  born  in  Steu- 
ben County,  N.  V.,  and  came  here  with  her  parentjj*, 
Christopher  and  Clarinda  Hageland,  in  the  year 
183o.  Of  the  eleven  children  who  have  blessed 
this  union,  seven  are  now  living,  namely:  Charles 
E.,  who  married  Mary  Brown  and  lives  in  Howell; 
AV.  Henry,  w!io  took  to  wife  Rachel  Walker,  and 
makes  his  home  in  Oceola;  Clara,  who  i-^  at  home; 
Edward  M.,  who  married  St^'lla  Knapp  and  resides 
in  Howell;  Mary,  who  is  ^Irs.  Aaron  C.  Switzer,  of 
Howell;  lk»rt,  who  is  now  in  Iowa;  and  Ivenzie, 
wlio  resides  with  hi^  parent**. 

In  I87()  oiu'  subject  was  the  only  man  on  the 
He[)ublican  ticket  in  the  county  wlio  received  his 
election,  as  the  county  has  a  Democratic  majority 
of  from  four  hundred  to  four  hundred  and  fiftv, 
but  his  popularity  carried  his  election  by  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  niajf)rity  and  at  the  time  of  liis 
re-election  in  1878,  liis  majority  was  three  iiundrecl 
and  seventv-tive.  During  the  first  twenty  months 
of  his  shrievalty  Mr.  Heurmann  was^  able  to  take 
twenty-five  men  to  the  State  prison  at  .la<-kson. 
Under  Tresident  Arthur's   appointment   he    took 


charge  of  the  pcKStotfice  at  Howell,  January  1,  1882 
and  served  for  four  yeai-b  and  two  months.  He 
has  been  successful  in  everything  which  he  has 
undertaken,  with  the  exception  of  his  candidacy 
for  County  Treasurer  in  1872,  when  the  Democratic 
majority  was  too  much  for  even  his  popularity  to 
overcome. 
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l[  (=:  Army  of  the  Ci 
'^=J4!   citizen  residing 


^E()R(;E  (i.  HASKILL,  an  old  soldier  of  tlie 

'umberland  and  a  prominent 
v:>iiaj^,  <..i>i^^u  xvoivtiwe;  ou  scctiou  30, Lockc  Town- 
ship, Ingham  County,  is  a  native  of  New  York  and 
was  born  April  13,  184  J).  He  is  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Harriet  Hnskill  and  was  the  youngest  son  of 
the  family,  and  came  when  only  four  years  old  to 
make  his  home  in  Michigan.  The  first  residence  of 
the  family  wa^  near  Plymouth,  Wayne  County, and 
when  about  seven  yeai-s  old  he  c«me  with  his  par- 
ents to  Ingham  County,  settling  in  I^roy  Town^ 
ship,  in  the  midst  of  the  unbroken  forest. 

The  father  of  our  subject  died  in  1862,  in  Leroy 
Township,  and  the  mother  makes  her  home  in  Locke 
Township,  and  is  now  with  Mrs.  F.  Davis.  In 
thfs  township  our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood 
and  rememl)ers  with  delight  the  scenes  of  pioneer 
life  and  the  deer  hunt**  in  which  he  engaged  as  lat") 
as  18(5;")  and  186(5.  after  he  had  returned  from  the 
army.  lie  received  his  education  in  the  district 
school  and  had  no  fiulher  advantages  of  this  kind 
after  he  reached  the  age  of  fifteen. 

The  young  man  enlisted  March  i),  18()r).  in  Com- 
pany C,  Eleventh  Michiiran  Infantry,  and  was 
engaged  principally  in  guard  duty  in  various 
places,  going  as  far  south  as  Chattanooga,  Knox- 
ville  and  Strawberry  Plain.  He  received  his  hon- 
ora])le  discharge  at  .Jackson,  Mich.,  Septeml)er  28, 
1H().').  after  which  he  returned  to  lno:ham  County, 
and  now  receives  a  pension  of  *1  t  per  month.  It 
was  in  the  s})ring  of  1H74  that  he  settled  upon  the 
eiirhtv  acres  of  land  which  he  now  has  under  such 
finr  ciiitiyation.  It  was  then  an  unbroken  forest 
and  he  at  first  cleared  the  timber  from  forty  acres 
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and  cultivated  that  before  proceeding  to  subdue 
the  remainder  of  the  farm. 

Christmas  Day,  1874,  was  the  date  of  a  notal)lo 
event  in  the  life  of  this  young  man,  ai»  he  was  then 
united  in  marriage  with  Damans  Munsclt.  He  is 
identified  with  the  (jrand  Army  Post  at  Williams- 
town  and  also  with  the  Farmei*s*  Alliance,  and  is  a 
Democrat  in  his  i)olitical  views,  and  in  every  rela- 
tion of  life  he  is  most  cordially  esteemed  by  those 
who  know  him. 


\ 


^^^  ANIEL  (iANNON.  Among  the  foreign 
American  citizens  of  Cochoctah  Township, 
Livingston  County,  who  have  established  a 
reputation  as  farmers  of  thorough-going  enterprise 
and  system,  we  are  pleased  to  mention  the  name 
which  we  have  now  given.  This  gentleman  was 
born  Noveml)er  14,  1848,  in  County  Kilkenny, 
Ireland,  and  is  a  son  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Tuly) 
Gannon,  the  latter  Ijeing  a  native  of  the  same 
county  where  her  husband  and  son  fu-st  saw  the 
light.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  oin-  sul)ject 
reared  four  sons  and  two  daughtei>,  only  two  of 
whom  came  to  America,  namely:  William,  who 
lives  in  Fenton  and  was  an  t^arly  settler  of  Hart- 
land,  Livingston  County,  and  Bridget  Whalen, 
who  was  a  widow  when  she  emigrated  to  this 
country. 

Michael  (^annon  was  a  farmer  in  his  native  land 
where  he  died' in  1817.  The  following  year  his 
widow  brought  her  children  to  the  United  States 
and    remained  in    New  York  City   for  about  one 

ft 

year,  after  which  she  came  toHartland,  Livingston 
County,  and  purchased  forty  acres  of  land  where 
she  resided    until  death   close<l   her  labors  in  .Inly, 

« 

18HV).  Her  nine  children  an*:  Margaret.  Richard, 
deceased,  Mary.  Hridget.  .Ianie>.  William,  Daniel. 
.Julia,  deceased,  and  Anna. 

A  common-school  educati(>n  was  given  to  Daniel 
(Tannon  and  upon  gaining  hi:^  education  he  l)egan 
work  for  himself  in  Cohoitah  Towihship,  buying 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  timber  on  section 


8,  which  he  pi-oceeded  to  impi-ove.  He  now  owns 
two  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  all  of  which  he  has 
cleared  from  timber  and  emliellished  with  good 
l)uildings.  A  view  of  his  residence,  which  is  OBt 
of  the  fini'tst  in  the  town.ship,  apjiears  elsewh^tt  m 
this  volume.  He  Ix'gan  life  with  no  capital  bat 
has  now  a  handsi»me  competence  and  his  sucoenil 
due  to  the  fact  that  he  |H)Ssesses  pu8h,  pl^idC  aal 
l)erseyerance,  thr(»e  characteristics  which  are 
essential  to  success.  His  political  views  are  in 
cordance  with  the  det'larations  of  the  ]>emocratiB 
party  and  he  is  an  earnest  worker  for  its  suoeen. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Gannon  to  Ann  McKoeTer 
took  place  Septeml>er  1,  1870.  Mrs,  Oannon  was 
born  in  Hartland,  this  county,  and  is  a  daughter. 
of  Hugh  and  Ann  (Neson)  McKeever,  natives  of 
Fermanagh  and  Monaghan  Counties,  Ireland.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  and  spent  six  years  in 
New  York,  and  then  as -he  had  decided  to  make  it 
his  permanent  home  retunied  to  the  old  Cl>unt^^' 
for  his  bride,  and  brought  her  to  New  York.  Thev 
lived  there  for  two  years  l)efoi'e  comings  to  Michi- 
gan, and  ui)on  arriving  in  this  State  made  their 
new  home  in  Hartland. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimal)le  wife  were  lx>m 
.seven  children,  namely:  Clement . J.,  Mary  R.,  Hugh 
F..  (Tcorge  W.,  .bisoph  |).,  William  M.,  and  C*asper 
H.  'J'hese  ciiildren  have  all  lK»en  traineil  up  in 
the  religious  faith  of  their  parents  and  ancestors, 
and  are  dev^oted  membei*s  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
CInireh. 


-=^^>^-<m=^ 


ANS():M  v.  PATFKl^SON  was  born  in  Wil- 
loughby  Township,  I^ke  County-,  Ohio, 
May  24.  18 10,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Kliza  (Hennett)  Patterson.  His  grand- 
father, on  the  paternal  side,  John  Pattei-son,  was  of 
good  Scotch  ane<'stry,  being  himself  a  Scoteliinan 
by  birth  and  bringing  up.  On  emigi*ating  to  the 
Cnited  States  he  settle<l  in  New  York,  his  wife 
making  a  pleasant  home  for  himself  and  family  of 
five  children.  There  were  three  sons  and  two 
daughters  with  names  as  follows:  John,  George. 
James,  Laura  and  Pruda,     The   old   people   died 
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in  the  State  where  their  first  home  was  made  on 
coming  to  this  eountrv. 

The  immediate  progenitor  of  our  subject  was 
born  on  the  old  homestead  in  New  York,  and 
reared  to  fairly  understand  the  duties  incident  to 
farm  life,  lie  was  eighteen  yeai*s  of  age  when  his 
father  died  and  soon  after  devoted  himself  to 
learning  the  blacksmitirs  trade.  When  twenty-four 
years  old  he  removed  to  the  Buckeye  State,  where 
he  secured  a  farm  and  about  1851  came  to  Flint, 
this  State,  and  entered  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  in  Brada  Township,  Saginaw  County. 
This  he  cleared  and  improved  as  did  he  also  s<*veral 
other  farms.  In  18(54  he  i-emoved  to  (Ireenbush, 
Clinton  County.  Now,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight 
years,  he  lives  with  his  children,  having  divided 
his  property  among  them  according  to  his  own 
ideas  of  right  and  ecjuity. 

Our  subject's  mother  died  in  18G1  and  Mr. 
Pattei-son,  Sr.,  married  a  seccmd  time,  the  union 
l>eing  with  Mrs.  Jane  (iillett.  The  first  wife  bore 
him  fifteen  children,  of  whom  ten   were  reared  to 

vears  of  manhood  and  womanhood.     They  are  Sel- 

..  . 

den  J.,  Creorge,  our  subject,  Kdward  J.,  Chauncy 
Franklin,  Maria,  Mary  J.,  Olivia  and  Kfmira^  The 
eldest  son  served  in  the  Third  Michigan  Cavalry 
during  the  late  war,  while  (ieorge  enlisted  in  an 
Ohio  regiment:  Kdward  J.  >erved  in  Stockton's 
regiment  and  also  in  the  Sixth  Regular  Artillery. 
The  children  were  reared  in  the  (*reed  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Our  subject's  mother  was  a  daughter  of 
Selden  Ik'nnett,a  fanner  of  Irish  origin. 

After  reaching  manhood  Ransom  F.  Pattei*son 
came  to  Michigan  with  his  father  and  settled  in 
the  woods.  His  si-hool  davs  were  very  few,  the 
whole  time  passed  in  such  an  institution  over  text 
books,  comprising  at  tlic  most,  only  a  few 
weeks.  He  has  accomplished  much,  liowever,  for 
himself  in  an  educational  way,  being  of  a  quick 
and  assimilative  nature.  He  assisted  his  father  in 
(•h»arinir  four  farms  in  Saginaw  Countv  and  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  was  hired  out  and  worked  in  an 
hotel  at  ^13  per  month,  living  variously  at  Chesa- 
ning,  St.  Charles  and  Bay  City.  During  the  sum- 
mers he  assisted  his  father  at  home  with  theharvCsSt- 


Company  G,  Third  Michigan  Cavalry.  He  waa 
engaged  in  the  first  fight  at  Collierville,Tenn.,and 
was  distinguished  for  his  readiness  for  duty.  He 
served  until  March,  1865,  when,  while  engaged  in 
l)uilding  a  bridge,  he  received  a  serious  injury, 
which  has  affected  him  ever  since.  He  was  dis- 
charged February,  1866,  at  San  Antonio,  Tex.,  and 
his  regiment  dislwinded  at  Jackson,  Mich.,  in 
March,  after  which  he  went  to  Grcenbush,  Clinton 
County,  and  there  remained  for  one  year  and  a 
half.  He  then  removed  tD  Deer  Creek  and  per- 
manently located,  his  residence  l)eing  now  at  that 
place.  For  the  fii'st  four  years  after  coming  here 
he  conducted  his  farming  ojierations  on  shares. 
He  now  resides  on  section  7,  and  he  and  his  wife 
own  one  hundred  and  sixty-three  acres,  of  which 
about  one  hunckcd  acres  have  been  cleared  and 
imi)roved  and  bear  a  good  class  of  buildings.  lie 
is  the  owner  also  of  another  farm  and  of  one  Imn- 
dred  and  twenty  acres. 

Mr.  Patterson  has  l^een  twice  married.  His  first 
marriage  was  May  31,  1866,  at  which  time  he 
was  united  to  Klizabeth  Howe,  who  was  born  on 
the  farm  where  our  subject  now  resides.  She  was 
daughter  of  John  and  Eunice  (Jones)  Howe,  who 
came  to  this  State  from  near  Yonkers,  N.  V.,  in 
18  40  and  settled  in  Deer  Creek.  Mi*s.  Howe  was 
born  near  I^>ckport,  N.  V.  She  reared  two  chil- 
dren— James  and  Klizabeth. 

Mrs.  Klizabeth  Patterson  died  March  12,  1874, 
leaving  one  son  whose  name  is  John  F.  The 
present  wife  was  previous  to  her  marriage  a  Miss 
VjVH  Johnson,  a  daughter  of  Michael  and  Bethania 
(.Jones)  Johnson,  the  father  being  a  retired  mer- 
chant at  Linden.  By  this  marriage  our  subject  is 
the  parent  of  two  children — Fred  and  Zada  E. 

On  another  page  of  this  volume  the  reader  will 
find  a  lithograi)hic  viewof  Mr.  Pattei-sonV  [)leasant 
home. 


{^•^••{••{•^.^^^•{••{••{••{•r 
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December   16,  1863,  Mr.   Patterson  enlisted  in 


./ILLIAM  II.  DPX'KE.     To  give  a  sketch  of 
the  life  story  of  a  prominent  business  man 
^^}[i    and  an  old  soldier  is  a  pleasant  taijk,  and  we 
are  pleased  to  have  so  good  a  subject  in  the  name 
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which  ap|)ears  at  the  head  of  this  paragraph — the 
proprietor  of  one  of  I^nsin^'s  lar^e  retail  and 
wliolesale  markets.  Mr.  Deeke  was  born  in  (ier- 
niany,  at  Ilerinaurode,  Hessen,  July  27,  1839,  and 
wa8  there  reared  until  he  reached  the  age  of  fifti»en 
years.  His  father,  Christopher  Decke,  was  a  native 
of  the  same  town  and  a  fanner  who  had  Ikhmi  well- 
to-do,  l)Ut  his  pro|)erty  was  much  depleted  durinsr 
the  season  of  war,  as  he  had  to  quarter  soldiers. 
He  was  a  man  of  true  Christian  character  and 
worthy  of  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him.  In 
1858  the  youth  with  his  parents  came  to  Americ*a, 
locating  in  Penfield,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  com- 
ing somewhat  later  to  Michigan  and  making  their 
liome  in  Delta  Township,  Eaton  County,  where 
the  father  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  eight  and  the 
mother  passed  away  when  eighty-nine  years  old. 
She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Klizabeth  Albrecht. 
Her  father,  John  Albrecht,  was  a  prosperous  fanner 
In  their  native  place  and  a  soldier  in  the  wars  waged 
by  NajxUeon.  They  had  eight  children,  four  boys 
and  four  girls,  of  whom  our  subject  was  the  young- 
e.**t.  He  came  to  America  to  escape  militar  duty, 
leaving  Bremen  in  the  spring  of  18r)f;  and  upon 
landing,  making  his  way  to  Washington,  Orange 
Countv,  X.  Y.  This  vouni;  man  had  not  ji  nicklc 
upon  arriving  in  this  <'ountrv  and  he  set  to  work 
to  find  employment  and  cheerfully  lalM>rcd  f<>r><t 
])er  month.  As  soon  as  he  hnd  earned  cjough  t<> 
make  the  journev  he  came  to  Macedon.  Wavne 
Countv,  N.  Y.,  and  woiked  on  a  farm  and  attended 
scliool  for  three  months. 

In  August,  I8()l,the  first  cavalry  regimv'ut  raised 
in  that  countv  enlisted  this  vonnir  nian  in  its  ser- 
vice  and  he  was  nnistered  in  at  Kochester  as  a 
member  in  Conipanv  1.  Ki^rhlh  New  York  Cavahv. 
( )n  his  way  to  tlie  front  he  received  a  serious  iii- 
jurv.  fallinir  Ihirtv  feet  fi<nn  a  raihoad  abiitnient. 
and  injuring  his  ankb*.  lie  was  in  a  hospital  at 
Washington  until  Jim(».  while  his  regiment  was  at 
Menden  Hill  ready  for  the  sprinir  campaign.  This 
body  took  part  in  con  diets  at  10dward'>  Immin.  up 
the  Shenandoah, the  battle  of  Winchester,  llarj)er's 
Ferry  and  Annapolis  Junction  and  then  went  down 
the  Shenandoah  Valley  again.  l)aek  and  forth  all 
through  the  fall.  Having  joined  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  they  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Antictiim 


and  Hagerstown,  then  followed  the  I'ebeLs  up  the 
Rapidan  and  after  several  fight<  turned  and  went 
to  Freciericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  l^verlv  Ford, 
and  ( iettysburg.  Afterward  they  I'eturned  to  Fred- 
erick City  and  cm  to  WiIliams^)ort,  lightiug  every 
dav  for  a  w(H»k. 

At  Frederickstown  our  young  hero  was  wouuded 
July  10.  18(13,  being  shot  through  the  right  thigh 
with  a  minie  ball  and  was  in  the  hos^pital  for  three 
days  without  attention,  and  his  com{>auions  dis- 
paircd  of  his  recovery.  As  soon  as  he  considered 
himself  able  to  resume  active  service  he  a^^ked  to 
be  sent  to  his  regiment^  but  as  those  in  command 
did  not  think  him  vet  able  thev  refused,  but  he 
stole  aw;iy,  saddled  a  hoi*se  and  was  soon  with  hi> 
commdes. 

The  young  soldier  w;us  i>resent  during  Mead's 
ictrcat  an<l  saw  smoke  at  Rjipidan,  Stepheusburg 
and  Ih-andy  St^ition,  also  at  Fairfax  Station  and  Cul- 
peper.  His  regiment  wjis  the  first  cavalry  Ixniy 
to  cross  the  Kapidan  in  the  spring  of  1864  and 
they  took  pait  in  the  battles  of  the  Wilderness  and 
at  Spottsylvania.  also  in  those  at  Whit^  House, 
Cold  HarlMu*  and  in  front  of  Petei-sburg.  During 
Wilson's  raid  thev  lost  (me-half  of  their  men.  Thev 
went  uj)  Weldon  railroad  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley 
\i)  Winchester  and  Fisher's  Hill  and  were  driven 
back    from    Newmarket    to    Middletown.  but   thev 

• 

.succeeded  in  repelliuir  the  rebels  and  took  back 
eveiv  wheel  that  wa>  lost  on  Wilson's  raid.  ()ct<>- 
ber  11).  at  the  battle  (►f  Fisher's  Creek  this  reijiment 
captured  fifty-eiuht  pieces  of  artillery  l)esides  other 
lMK)tv.  The  reirinient  was  mustered  out  December 
H.  ISIM.  at    Kochester,  N.  Y. 

At  the  battle  of  Ihandv  station  the  vounir  •'^<»1- 
dier  was  >eiion>lv  injured  bv  his  horse  which 
juini)ed  over  a  fence  as  it  was  coming  in  from 
picket  dnt\  in  the  niirht.  At  the  battle  of  Cnl- 
peper  Courthouse  he  received  a  sabre  thrust  in 
his  riuht  shoulder  but  did  not  leave  his  reinment 
for  lio>pital  treatment  at  that  time.  His  only  other 
serious  wound  was  a  shot  re<*cived  in  his  riirht 
hand  from  a  revolver. 

After  reaching  lnMne  Mr.  Decke  was  employed 
on  a  farm  until  September.  1865,  when  he  came  to 
DeWitt.  .Mich.,  and  began  work  on  a  farm,  and  in 
l«(j7   purchased  forty  acres  on  section   IG,  Delta 
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Township.  Here  he  improved  his  place  and  con- 
tinued the  enltivation  of  the  soil  nntil  he  finally 
drifted  into  the  meat  business.  In  1876  he  ojKjned 
a  market  in  T-iinsing  and  two  years  later  removed 
to  town  where  he  now  carries  on  an  extensive  bus- 
iness, not  only  in  the  local  trade,  l>oth  wholesale 
and  retail,  but  also  by  buying  and  shipping  to  dis- 
tant points.  He  has  accumulated  real  estate  and 
owns  three  houses  in  the  city. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  in  Roches- 
ter, in  186.'),  and  lie  was  then  joinpd  to  Miss  Mary 
Ciorman,  of  Newark,  N.  J.  Five  children  have 
crowned  this  union,  namely:  William,  (4eorge, 
Elmer,  Frank  and  Charles.  All  are  at  home  except 
Frank,  who  is  jHusuing  his  studies  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Michigan  where  he  exj^ects  to  take  his  di- 
ploma with  the  Class  of  '93.  This  thorough-going 
business  man  is  intelligent  in  his  undei'standing  of 
American  public  affairs  and  atfiliates  with  the  Re- 
[)ublican  party.  He  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who 
come  in  contact  with  him  in  a  business  or  social 
way,  and  he  has  every  reason  to  be  proud  of  his 
sons. 


•H*' 


^4  RS.  SARAH  M.  DRKW.  The  estimable 
III  T  lady  to  whom  we  would  now  call  the  at- 
'II  A^  tention  of  our  readers  is  the  widow  of 
Emerald  I).  Drew,  a  New  Yorker  bv  birth, 
whose  })arent^  were  Noah  and  Amy  (Lyon)  Drew, 
who  as  well  as  their  son  were  natives  of  the  Em- 
pire State.  Noah  Drew  wa.s  a  farmer,  and  many 
years  ago  came  to  Michigan,  settling  in  Marion 
Township,  Livingston  County,  and  afterward 
making  his  home  in  Howell.  In  188;")  he  went  to 
England  on  busine^ts  and  spent  some  time  there,  and 
previous  to  his  contemplated  return  he  died  there 
in  1889.  The  mother  was  living  in  Marion  T(»\ni- 
shij),  this  county,  wjien  she  received  her  call  to  the 
other  world.  Their  <*hildren  were  Emma  D.,  .John 
C,  Martin  V.,  ^lilton,  Allen.  Ellen  (Mrs.  Hughes), 
Mary  (Mrs.  Conklin )  and  .lob  AV. 

Emerald  D.  Drew  was  a  mechanic,  and  made  his 
home  at  Howell,  where  he  engaged  in  the  business 


of  a  builder  and  contractor,  and  some  years  later 
entered  upon  a  mercantile  cai'eer.  He  finally  sold 
out  his  interests  in  Howell,  and  in  1 875  established 
himself  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Fowlerville, 
and  thus  continued  until  his  death  in  1877.  He 
was  a  successful  business  man  and  built  up  a  large 
and  prosi)erous  trade.  His  political  views  brought 
him  into  sympathy  with  the  principles  and  move- 
ments of  the  Republican  party,  and  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows.  He  Ixjlonged  to  the 
Christian  Israelite  Church. 

Mr.  Drew  went  to  California  in  1860  and  en- 
gaged in  mining  operations,  and  later  undertook 
an  extensive  farming  business  in  which  he  was 
quite  8ucc*essful.  He  remained  there  seven  yeai*s, 
returning  to  the  East  in  1867,  and  two  years  later 
he  established  himself  in  a  home  of  bis  own  b}' 
choosing  as  his  wife  Miss  Sarah  IVF.  Hughes,  of 
Howell,  daughter  of  John  D.  and  Delia  M.  (Perry) 
Hughes.  Mr.  Hughes  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
and  his  wife  was  l)orn  in  New  York.  They  came 
West  previous  to  their  marriage  and  were  united 
in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  in  Washtenaw  County, 
where  they  settled  on  a  farm.  T^ter  they  came 
to  Livingston  County,  and  took  charge  of  a 
farm  two  and  one-half  miles  ea.st  and  south 
of  Fowlersville,  llanciy  Township.  Mrs.  Drew 
lost  her  father  by  death  in  1889,  but  her  mother 
is  still  with  her,  and  they  make  their  home 
together.  The  five  children  of  Mr.  and  Mi*s. 
Hughes  are  Sarah  M.  (Mrs.  Drew),  Arvid  H.,  Nor- 
man H.,  Lucy  A.  (Mrs.  Van  Riper)  and  Minnie  I)., 
now  deceai^ed. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Hughes  wai*  Joseph  Perry, 
and  his  wife  was  Sally  Carr.  They  came  AVest 
from  New  York  in  1827,  settling  at  Lodi,  Washte- 
maw  County,  Mich.,  when  there  were  only  two 
small  houses  in  what  is  now  the  city  of  Ann 
Arbor.  Of  their  eight  children,  only  two  are  now 
living — Delia  (Mrs.  Hughes),  and  Emeline  (Mrs. 
Camp.)  The  others  are  Norman,  Antha  M.,  Weller, 
(irant  T..  Adaline,  Booth.  Lucy  A.,  Burgess  :in<l 
Merritt. 

Since  the  death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Drew  has 
continued  to  carry  on  his  mercantile  business. 
She  suffered  a  heavy  loss  in  the  fire  which  took 
place  March  Ij,  1891,  but  she  is  undaunted  in  her 


650 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


determination  to  succeed  in  business.  For  its  ac- 
commodation she  is  now  building  a  handscmie 
brick  blcK'k  on  the  corner  of  (irand  Avenue  and 
Grand  River  Streets.  Her  l)eautiful  home  is  situ- 
ated on  (4 rand  Avenue.  She  is  a  ladv  of  consici- 
erable  culture,  and  received  her  hi^lier  education 
at  Pinckney.  When  fifteen  years  old  she  com- 
menced teaching,  practicing  her  profession  in  l)Olh 
Washtenaw  and  Livingsttm  Counties.  Slie  is  pro- 
ficient in  both  German  and  music,  and  gives  in- 
struction in  the  latter  art.  Her  father,  whose 
memory  she  greatly  reveres,  was  a  prominent  man 
in  the  Methodist  Episc^opal  C'hurch.  and  filled  the 
office  of  Classs-I.<eader.  She  is  !K>th  socially  and 
in  a  business  way  one  of  the  most  important 
ladies  in  Fowlerville,  and  has  the  resi>ect  and  con- 
fidence of  the  communitv.  » 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Hughes,  .Joseph  and  Sally 
(Carr)  Perry,  moved  from  (ienesee  County,  N.  V., 
to  Saratoga  Springs,  same  State,  where  they  reside<l 
twelve  yeai*s  prior  to  coming  to  Michigan.  Mrs. 
Drew  prior  to  her  marriage  wjus  a  member  of  Star 
Lodge,  Fowlerville,  Mich. 


/^  ^•=«J*^ 


X 


KTKK  ( )LSKN,  deceased.  A  large  foreign 
J,  element  has  gone  into  the  make  up  of  the 
social  and  industrial  life  of  Michigan  and 
the  continent  of  Knroj>e  lia«^  furnishecl 
nianv  worthy  citizens  wlio  liave  niadi'  themselves 
honored  and  respected  in  thi>  New  Worhl.  Ani<nii» 
thiMn  we  may  mention  with  re>pe('t  the  nanu'  wliieli 
apjH'ars  at  the  head  of  thi>  >ketch.  the  name  of  one 
who  for  many  year>  wms  well-known  in  ('oh<K'tah 
Township,  Livingston  (ounty  Init  has  now  "passed 
to  that  bourne  from  whem*e  no  trayeler  returns." 
Mr.  Olsen  was  born.  .June  7.  IHIH.  in  Fjelde. 
Denmark,  and  he  is  the  son  of  ( )le  Knudsen  and 
Bodil  Knudsen,  who  carried  on  farming  operations 
in  their  native  land  and  brought  to  man's  and 
woman's  estate  two  sons  and  two  daughters.  All 
of  their  children  with  the  exception  of  one  daugh- 
ter have  made  their  home  in  the  United  States. 


Our  subject  came  hither  in  1872  and  with  WOO 
capital  settled  in  Howell,  and  l)egan  working  at 
whatever  employ  he  could  find.  In  1875  he  joined 
his  brother,  Knud,  in  taking  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  which  they  cleared  and  improved  and 
brought  into  a  highly  productive  state,  our  subject 
placing  upon  his  portion  a  handsome  residence. 

Mary  I^rsen  was  the  name  by  which  the  lady 
was  known  who  l>ec*ame  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
March  12,  1875.  She  was  bom  in  R3''kkerup,  Den- 
mark, May  24,  J  857  and  is  a  daughter  of  J-ars  and 
Anna  C.  (Kasmussen)  Knudsen.  Her  father  was  a 
farmer  and  he  and  his  good  wife  had  eight  daugii- 
tei-s  and  four  M)ns,  all  of  wliom  grew  to  woman's 
and  nmn's  estate.  One  son.  Christian,  has  since 
died  in  Oceola,  May  11,  1889,  having  been  in  the 
I'nited  States  since  1882.  Four  daughters,  Sine, 
Sophia,  Christina,  and  Mary,  came  to  the  United 
States  and  the  second  of  these  daughters  died  in 
Marion  Township,  leaving  a  husband  and  one 
daughtei'.  Mrs.  Olsen  was  the  first  of  her  family 
to  come  to  this  country. 

Mr.  OlsiMi  returned  to  the  old  country  to  bring 
his  bride  to  her  new  home  and  after  their  arrival 
here  in  tlie  sprintr  <>f  1875  others  of  the  family 
connection  became  interested  in  the  New  World 
and  many  of  them  decided  to  emigrate  hither.  To 
this  worthy  couple  were  !)orn  two  sons,  Fred 
Ferdinand  and  Christian  C.  The  Lutheran  Church 
i«*  the  ri'ligious  body  with  which  our  subject  was 
identilied  from  childhcMjd  and  with  which,  with  his 
faithful  wife,  he  is  still  connected.  His  political 
views  brought  him  into  sympathy  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  he  was  ever  intelligently  interested 
in  the  nioyenients  of  American  politics.  His  death 
took  place.  DecemUM-  7.  1887  and  he  wjus  truly 
mourne<l  by  those  who  had  U'cn  a.ss<H*iatcd  with 
him  in  life. 


*>i«*i 


■•x> 

—  ^^       — 


HOKliK  (;.  MORTON.  Meridian  Township, 
which  is  located  in  the  northern  part  of 
II  Inuham  County,  has  many  beautiful  farms, 
but  none  are  better  managed  than  the  small  one, 
comprising  seventy  acres  on  section  29,  belonging 
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to  the  gentleman  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch.  It  would  seem  that  in  the  'SOs  there 
must  have  been  a  general  exodus  of  families  from 
New  York  State  to  Michigan,  and  Mr.  Morton  was 
one  of  the  long  train  to  come  hither  at  that  time, 
making  his  move  October  26,  1 839,  from  Whites- 
burough,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  His  father,  Seth, 
Morton,  was  a  native  of  Rutland,  Vt.,  having  l)een 
lK)rn  there  in  1795. 

Our  subject's  immediate  progenitor  was  a  car- 
penter by  trade,  but  carried  on  farming  in  connec- 
tion with  his  trade.  When  his  son,  (ieorge,  wais 
but  eight  years  old  the  family  determined  to  come 
to  Michigan,  and  made  the  momentous  journey 
hither,  settling  first  in  Bengal  Township,  Clinton 
County,  in  1837.  At  that  time  there  were  very 
few  white  settlers  in  the  township,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  go  to  DeWitt,  thirteen  miles  from  their 
home,  as  the  nearest  f>oint  at  which  they  could  get 
groceries.  Wild  game  was  at  that  time  very  plen- 
tiful, and  very  frequently  the  pioneer  stood  in  his 
doorway  and  shot  deer. 

That  necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention  is 
never  more  apparent  than  in  pi<meerdays  and  our 
subject's  family  bad  to  resort  to  many  ludicrous 
makeshifts.  A  tree  top  was  used  in  lieu  of  a 
clothesline,  and  was  also  'the  vehicle  upon  which 
the  wheat  was  dragged  to  the  banis.  These  s tir- 
ing conditions  of  life,  however,  were  calculated  to 
develop  firmness,  strength  and  independence  of 
charocter.  In  1852  Mr.  Morton,  Sr.,  was  attracted 
to  California  with  the  bands  that  were  constantly 
starting  out  to  that  promised  land  of  golden  treas- 
ure. The  trip  overland  occupied  six  months  and 
two  days,  and  on  arriving  he  spent  two  years  in 
working  in  the  gold  mines.  The  feverish  life  of 
early  days  was  not  pleasing,  however,  to  the  old 
gentlemae,  and  he  returned  to  more  quiet  Michi- 
gan, and  having  cleared  up  a  farm  he  moved  into 
DeWitt,  where  he  died.  His  wife,  our  subject's 
mother,  was  in  her  maiden  days  Miss  Philora 
Tuttle,  a  native  of  one  of  the  Eastern  States. 
Her  decease  took  place  in  1861,  at  the  age  of  sixt> 
veara. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  remained  at  home 
until  he  had  reached  his  majority,  giving  his 
parents  the  benefit  of  his  work  and  attending  dis- 


trict school.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  in 
1861,  his  patriotism  took  a  practical  turn,  and  in 
September  of  that  year  he  enlisted  in  the  Second 
Regiment,  U.  S.  Sharpshootei-s,  Company  B,  and 
serued  faithfully  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
was  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Arm}'  of  the  I^oto- 
mac  and  was  with  Berdan's  IT.  S.  Sharpshooters, 
serving  in  the  Second  Division.  June  1,  1864,  he 
was  taken  prisoner  near  Petei*8burg,  and  was  fii-st 
sent  to  Libby,  but  was  subsequently  changed  to 
Anderson ville,  and  from  there  to  Charleston,  and 
thence  to  Florence.  During  the  nine  months  of 
his  imprisonment  he  suffered  the  miseries  incident 
to  those  foul  places.  While  at  Florence  he  was  at 
one  time  three  days  without  rations.  A  brave 
and  daring  soldier,  he  made  a  record  in  his 
military  life  that  his  friends  feel  justly  proud 
of. 

On  the  close  of  Ihe  war  Mr.  Morton  returned  to 
DeWitt  and  conducted  the  work  on  the  old  farm 
until  1874.  Ambitious,  however,  to  manage  a 
larger  estate,  he  rented  the  old  homestead  and  as- 
sumed the  charge  of  the  large  farm  of  six  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  Delhi  Township,  remaining  there 
for  Sloven  yeai-s.  He  then  returned  to  the  old  home- 
stead, and  there  worked  for  one  year,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  time  he  sold  out  and  bought  the 
farm  upon  which  he  now  resides. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was  very  hap- 
pily married  in  1861  to  Miss  Jane  Cushman,  a 
daughter  of  C-harles  Cushman,  who  was  an  old 
pioneer  in  De  Witt  Township.  Mrs.  Morton  is 
also  a  sister  of  Gin)ert  Cushman,  of  Meridian 
Township.  The  lady  was  born  February  17,  1839, 
in  Washtenaw  County,  this  State,  and  when 
three  years  of  age,  she  with  her  parents  moved  to 
Clinton  County,  this  State.  Children  of  their  own 
have  Ijeen  denied  this  worthy  couple,  but  they 
l)estowed  the  wealth  of  their  affection  and  protect- 
ing care  upon  an  adopted  son,  taken  into  the  fam- 
ily when  he  was  eight  months  of  age.  He  goes  by 
.  the  name  of  the  name  of  Joseph  J.  Morton  and 
was  born  May  15,  1871.  Tliis  young  man  has 
most  ftattering  prosi)ect8  for  the  future.  He  is 
bright-  and  intelligent  and  his  friend*^  will  be 
greatly  disappointed  if  he  does  not  realize  their 
expectations  for  him.     Mr.  Morton  is  a  member  of 
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the  MasoDic  fraternity,  ]>eloii^in^  to  Capitol 
\jO(\ore,  No.  ()6,  of  I^nsing.  He  was  formerly  a 
Democrat,  but  for  the  past  twelve  years  Ikus  l)een  a 
Cireenlmek  advocate.  The  center  of  a  wide  circle 
of  friends,  Mr.  Morton  merits  tlie  esteem  and  con- 
fidence which  is  accorded  him  on  everv  side. 


s 


•> 


en 
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jkM  ORTIMER  D.  GARDNKR.  This  gentle- 
jl  '  iV  nian,  who  is  the  son  of  Amilo  and  Ilan- 
lll  I  nah  (Mixter)  Gardner,  is  the  grandson  of 
^  William  (Gardner  of  Connecticut,  who  was 

one  of  the  early  settlei*s  of  Millford,  Oakland 
County,  Mich.,  but  wliose  deatli  (K'curred  by 
drownincr,  after  he  had  returned  to  Connecticut 
when  an  old  man.  His  lart;e  family  of  children 
V)ore  the  following  names:  Alexander,  Amilo, 
Almiron,  Al)el,  Mvndred,  Lovilla,  Lucy  and  Delia. 
Alexander,  Almiron,  Abel,  Lovilla  and  Lucy  have 
died.  William  (iardner  married  Mnry  Randall, 
who  wa.s  Mrs.  Wightman  by  a  previ(>n>  marriaire. 
He  was  an  active  Democrat  in  his  political  sympa- 
thies and  served  his  country  in  X\w  War  of   1812. 

Amilo  (iardner  was  born  September  18,  IHOf). 
and  pursued  farming  most  of  his  life,  nltliough  iu 
e4irly  years  he  was  a  drover,  bnyinu:  cnttle  all  over 
th<^  State  of  New  York,  lie  also  served  as  .lu.stice 
of  the  JVace  tlirouij:h  most  of  his  life  in  New  York. 
In  I8r)()  he  moved  by  team  and  wairon  from  Her- 
kimer,  N.  Y.,  to  Fulton  County,  111.,  beinir  thirty- 
three  days  on  the  roa<1.  and  the  following  spr'ing 
he  pur>ued  his  journey  to  Michigan  by  way  <>f 
Chicago,  and  in  the  sprinir  of  18;')!  (only  forty 
years  ago)  his  horses  mired  in  the  streets  of  Chi- 
cago and  he  had  to  |)ull  tliem  out  with  an  ox- 
team.  He  bought  and  settled  upon  two  hundred 
.acres  on  section  28.  Tyron(»  Townshij),  Livingston 
County,  and  he  j)roceeded  to  eleai-  and  improve  it 
and  place  ui>on  it  exc^cHent    farm  buildings. 

The  father  of  oui-  subject  was  the  (Irst  man  w1m> 
raised  hops  in  Michigan  and  he  sohl  as  much  as 
^5,000  worth  of  this  crop  in  a  singU'  year.  A 
team,  a  wagon  and  ''^l  were  his  fortune  when  he 
left  New    York,  and   he   is  now  a  successful  man. 


owning  three  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  excel- 
lent and  richly  cultivated  land.  His  six  children 
are  Mortimer  1).,  William  I).,  Alonzo  E.,  Austin 
R.,  James  R.  and  an  adopted  daughter,  I^ura  L. 
Williams.  The  father  and  mother  are  earnest  and 
devoted  Christians,  and  memliers  of  the  Christian 
Church  and  the  Methodist  Ki)iscopal  Chuifh  re- 
spectively, and  the  father  has  ever  l>een  an  active 
and  stanch  Democmt.  He  is  a  lil)eral  giver  to 
church  and  charitable  i)uri)Oses,  and  the  house  of 
woi-shij)  which  was  erected  uixm  his  farm  wa^i  half 
paid  for  by  this  lil)eral  family.  He  has  s(*rved  the 
iniblic  as  Postmitster  for  twentv-six  years. 

The  mother  of  Mortimer  (Gardner  was  born  Jan- 
uary 8,  1814,  and  died  Octol)er  7,  1881,  l>eing  a 
daughter  of  David  and  Hannah  (Bronson)  Mixter. 
who  carried  cm  a  farm  in  New  York.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  born  May  10,  1884,  in  Warren, 
Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  received  a  common 
school  education,  by  which  he  so  thoroui^hlv 
profited  as  to  be  able  to  teach  in  l>oth  New  York 
and  Michiiian.  He  makes  a  sfjecialty  of  teaching 
Mono-Chromatic  painting,  which  he  finds  very 
profitable,  and  he  sometimes  receives  from  his 
pupils  as  much  as  JfoOO  in  a  single  season,  lie 
moved  with  his  parentis  to  the  West,  hut  not  lik- 
ing Illinois,  started  back  to  New  York,  and  stoj)- 
ping  in  ^liihigan  found  a  congenial  home,  which 
he  has  since  maintained  in  this  State.  He  l>egan 
farming  with  his  fatiier,  and  also"kept  tavern."  as 
it  was  then  called,  where  they  now  reside. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  December  27,  18;')4, 
to  Miss  Sarah  A.  (rriswold  brousjht  to  his  home  n 
cultivated  .and  intelligent  lady,  who  is  a  fit  help- 
mate to  this  progressive  man.  She  was  born  in 
Chemung    County,  N.  Y.,  and  was    a    teacher    for 

•  '  ft 

years,  beinir  laiirelv  self-educated.  Her  parents, 
(ieorge  (i.  and  Alzina  (Kol)erts)  (iriswold,  wei*e 
born  in  Chemung  County,  and  her  father  was  a 
farmer,  who  came  to  ( )eeola  Township,  Livingston 
County,  in  the  territorial  days  and  here  owned  a 
large  tract  of  hind.  His  family  c<msisted  of  four 
sons  and  foni*  daughters. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  (iardner  have  had  lK)rn  to  them 
two  children.  Amito  (i.  and  Adda  A.,  now  the  wife 
of  (ieorge  Wilcox.  Our  subject  is  an  honored  and 
respected     member   of    the    Free    and     Accepted 
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Ma^sons,  and  both  he  and  liis  good  wife  are  leading 
meml)ei's  of  the  Methodist  Epist^opal  Church. 
Since  his  first  coming  to  the  State  lie  has  resided 
continuously  in  Tyrone  Township,  and  he  now 
owns  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  acres  on  sec- 
tions 27  and  28,  from  most  of  which  he  has  him- 
self cleared  away  the  trees.  This  gentleman  has 
been  active  in  politics  and  attends  all  the  conven- 
tions, having  served  nine  yeai*s  as  clerk.  He  has 
generally  declined  political  honoi*s,  but  has  served 
as  Deputy  Sheriff  for  twenty-five  years  and  as 
Notary  Public  for  the  same  length  of  time. 

William  D.  Gardner,  a  brother  of  our  subject, 
married  I^nora  Griswoll,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  two  sons.  Alonzo  married  Nettie  L.  Reed  and 
Austin  R.  married  Mary  Kinsman,  and  to  them  have 
been  granted  two  daughters.  James  R.  (Gardner 
married  Emma  Kinsman,  and  I^aura  Williams,  the 
adopted  sister,  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  R.  (rriswold 
and  has  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 


^d. 


U 


%  ILANU  S.  WILCOX.  This  well-known  and 
highly  resjx^cted  farmer  whose  pleasant 
home  may  be  found  on  section  10,  Oceola 
^)  Township,  Livingston  County,  is  of  East- 
ern birth,  his  nativity  having  (Krurred  July  8, 
1H30,  in  Alleghany  County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  father, 
Alonzo  Wilcox,  was  also  a  native  in  1807.  Our 
subjc»ct*s  mother,  Sarah  Dean, a  Vernionter  by  birth, 
lived  with  her  young  husband  on  the  tract  known 
as  the  Holland  Purchase  until  thev  came  to  Michi- 
gan  in  1836. 

The  first  family  home  in  the  West  wjis  on  what 
is  known  as  the  Dr.  Wixon  place,  in  Novi  Town- 
ship, Oakland  County,  but  after  about  a  year  they 

•  •  • 

came  to  Livingston  County,  settling  in  Oceola 
Township  and  taking  up  (Government  land  on 
section  33,  in  the  year  IH37.  Here  the  youny:  man 
cut  logsand  built  hinia  log  house  measuring  al)out 
14x24,  and  having  cleared  up  the  place,  improved 
and  cultivated  it,  made  it  his  home  for  seven  veai-s, 
subsequent   to  which   they  removed   to  sections  4 


and  9,  of  the  same  township,  and  there  again  built 
a  log  house  and  improved  the  land.  His  last  years 
were  si)ent  in  Fowlerville  where  he  lived  to  be 
seventy-four  ye^rs  old.  His  politics  led  him  to 
affiliate  with  the  Democratic  party  and  he  served 
his  township  faithfully  and  etticiently  as  Highway 
Commissioner.  His  good  wife  lived  to  l)e  seventy- 
eight  yeai*s  old  and  was  the  mother  of  six  sons  and 
five  daughters,  all  but  one  of  whom  are  still  living 
and  have  families  of  their  own. 

Our  subject  is  the  first-l)orn  of  his  parents  and 
was  a  child  of  six  years  when  the  family  mign^tion 
was  made  to  this  State.  He  has  therefore  s[>ent 
most  of  his  life  here  and  received  his  schooling  in 
the  log  schoolhouses  of  Oceola  Township.  His 
lK)vhood  days  alternated  between  school  and  farm 
work,  and  he  was  an  efficient  helper  to  liis  father 
and  when  quite  young  assumed  charge  of  the  farm. 
For  ten  years  he  was  accustomed  to  go  into  the 
pine  regions  during  the  luml)ering  seasons  but 
s|H»nt  his  summei"s  on  the  farm. 

Debby  Chaml^ers  was  the  maiden  name  of  the 
lady  who  l)ecame  the  bnde  of  our  subject,  Septem- 
lH!r  27,  18;")7.  She  was  born  in  New  York  but  came 
when  quite  a  small  child  with  her  father,  James 
Chambei*s,  to  Michigan.  After  marriage  the  young 
couple  made  their  home  on  the  six>t  where  they  still 
reside,  as  the  young  man  had  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  and  had  it  partly  paid  for  be- 
fore marriage.  Here  he  built  a  little  log  house  in 
the  midst  of  the  clearing  and  proceeded  to  im- 
prove the  property  and  cultivate  it.  Not  a  stick 
had  l)een  cut  upon  the  plac*e  l)efore  he  took  it,  but 
previous  to  settling  here  he  had  put  twelve  acres 
into  c<mditi(m  for  tillage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilcox  have  l)een  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  three  children,  namely:  Alonzo  J.,  who 
married  Miss  Hetty  Staley,  of  Oceola  Township; 
Emma  H.  and  Adelbcrt,  both  of  whom  reside  at 
home.  From  small  In^ginnings  our  subject  has 
gained  a  handsome  property,  and  besides  the  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  the  home  place  he  has 
forty  acres  on  section  4,  seyenteen  acres  on  section 
3,  and  fifteen  acres  on  si'ction  2.  The  attractive 
and  conunodious  house*  in  which  his  family  now 
resides  was  erected  by  him  in  18()i>  at  a  cost  of 
5?2,000.     His   hoi^H*    Imrn    has    the   dimensicms  of 
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37x37  feet,  the  old  ham  is  30x41  feet  and  the  ^rain 
Imrns  are  36x44  and  30x46.  lie  keeps  on  an  aver- 
age one  hundred  and  fifty  head  of  sheep  whidi  he 
finds  to  be  profitable,  and  he  deals  largely  in  them, 
buying  and  selling.     He  also  keeps  gCH)d  hoi-si^. 

The  political  views  of  Mr.  Wilcox  have  led  him 
into  alliance  with  the  forces  of  the  I)emoc*ratic 
party  and  he  has  great  faith  that  the  principles 
promulgated  by  the  author  of  the  Declai-ation  of 
Independence  will  yet  triumph  in  the  govcriinicnt 
of  America,  but  he  is  not  an  ottice  seeker  and  li«s 
he^ji  i\6  [)08itions  of  public  service.  He  wjis  at  one 
time  a  mend)cr  of  the  lnde[)endent  (hdcr  of  Odd 
Fellows.  He  is  well-known  in  the  county  as  favor- 
able  to  all  good  causes  and  pays  generously  for  the* 
8upix)rt  of  institutions  of  religion  and  education, 
alhough  he  is  not  a  member  of  any  particular  church. 


^^=^^rS*'S 


'^^=^)BKR  S.  AXDRKWS,  editor  of  the  Williani^- 
ton  Enterprise,  is  a  son  of  Sylvest^'r  An- 
^,  drews,  and  a  grandson  of  William  Andrews, 
who  was  born  October  IH,  1781).  in  Rhode  Island, 
and  died  May  7,  1856.  When  a  yonng  ninri  Will- 
iam Andrews  went  to  New  York,  and  in  181.S  was 
married  to  Rebeccji  llnll,  n  native  of  Sjuatoiia 
County,  who  was  born  May  13,  17IM;.  and  died 
October  20,  1824.  To  them  the  followinir  children 
were  born:  (ieorgo,  deceased;  Martin  H..  Kii  H., 
Sylvester  S.,  Delia  K..  llirani  H..  Charity  C.  and 
Siisan  L.  All  of  these  rhildren  were  born  in  New 
York,  and  it  wju<  in  1833  that  William  Andrews 
came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Commerce  Town- 
ship. Oakland  County,  whence  he  removed  in 
18ir>  to  Il{>well.  Livinirston  County.  wIkmc  he 
died.  His  good  wife  spent  her  last  day>  with  her 
eldest  son  in  Ionia  County.  Her  husband  passed 
his  last  years  uvnm  a  farm,  but  durinti:  most 
of  his  life  <le voted  his  energies  to  managing  a 
sawmill. 

Sylvester  Andrews  was  born  February  18.  1821. 
in  Saratotra  County.  N.  Y..  and  was  twc^lvc  years 
of  age  when  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Michi- 
gan, and  u|X)n  first  leaving  Inmie   wtis  engaged   in 


the  siiwmill  business  in  Port  Huron.  His  wife, 
Alaria,  was  a  daughter  of  Isaiah  Hudson,  a  sou  of 
Abram  Hudson,  of  Morristown,  N.  J.,  who  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  pat4»nial 
grandfather  of  our  subject  had  the  following  chil- 
dren; Frank,  Klisha,  Nancy, Sydney,  Elizal>eth.()l- 
i  ve,  Pluma  A.,  Maria  and  Charlotte.  Mr.  Hudson  was 
a  millwright  and  farmer,  and  a  man  of  c<.>nsider- 
able  inoperty,  and  one  of  of  the  pioneei*s  of  (hik- 
land    County.     He    finally    remove<l    to    Saginaw 

•  ft  *^ 

County,    where    he   engaged    in    meivantile  >»u>i- 
ness. 

To  Sylvesti'r  Andrews  and  his  g<M)d  wife  were 
l)orn  only  one  child,  our  subjet^t.  The  father  is 
an  express  agent  at  Howell,  Mich.,  where  he  i> 
also  engaged  in  selling  agricultural  imi)le- 
ments.  a  line  of  business  in  which  has  lK*en  in- 
terested for  many  years.  He  is  still  in  active 
bu>iness,  although  he  has  re^ached  the  limit  of  three- 
M-ore  years  and  ten.  His  faithful  and  deviated 
wife  was  snatched  from  his  side  by  death  in 
August.  18,').").  when  the  cholera  swept  through  Port 
Huron.  He  has  since  that  time  twice  married,  but 
no  ehildren  have  been  born. 

FbiM*  S.  Andrews  was  born  in  Port  Huron.  May 
12.  18.")3.  and  at  the  age  of  six  went  to  Livingston 
County  with  U\>  parents,  where  he  resided  until 
1872.  lie  started  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of 
tliirtiM'u.  and  worked  upon  a  farm  until  he  was 
apprentiee(l  to  .Io>epli  T.  Titus,  and  aft^M*  w(M'kinir 
for  three  years  at  the  printers*  trade  decided  U) 
attend  school  for  a  yi'ar  at  Howell,  which  oppor- 
tunity he  imijroved  most  heartily,  as  he  had  had 
•  I  . 

no  otliiM'  education  except  what  he  received  in  the 
common  country  schools.  In  1871  he  went  to 
Saginaw,  and  in  1872  was  married  in  Howell  to 
Fnnna  Huntington,  a  daughter  of  Hr.  William 
Huntington,  who.  when  a  young  man,  had  emi- 
grated to  Oakland  County,  where  he  w:is  married 
to  PJKebe  Tibbits. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Andrews,  although  now 
seventy-four  years  of  aire,  is  in  active  i>ractice  as  a 
pliy>ii*ian  in  llowell.  and  his  son  William  C.isal>t> 
foMowing  the  >anie  professi<m  there.  After  mar- 
riage Mr.  Andrews  made  his  home  in  tlack^on. 
and  afterward  in  Kalamazoo,  and  later  in  Howell, 
in  all  three  j)laces  following  his  trade.     At  llowell 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


657 


he  purchased  an  interest  in  the  Livingston  Republi- 
can, and  after  one  year's  experience  up>on  that  news- 
paper he  came  to  Williamston,  and  purchased  in 
December,  1874,  the  Williamston  Enterprise,  vrhich 
he  has  since  conducted  and  edited.  He  has  one  of 
the  best  equipped  country  offices  in  the  State,  and 
has  built  up  quite  a  business  in  job  printing,  as  for 
fifteen  years  he  has  made  a  specialty  of  society 
printing,  and  his  paper  has  a  circulation  of  twelve 
hundred. 

To  our  subject  and  his  amiable  and  intelligent 
wife  have  been  bom  four  children — Olive  M.  re- 
sides at  home  and  graduated  in  1891  from  the 
Williamston  High  School;  Jessie  is  in  the  senior 
class  of  the  same  school;  and  Helen  and  Neina 
are  still  school  girls.  Mr.  Andrews  is  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  belonging  to  the  Williamston  Ix)dge, 
No.  153.  He  is  also  connected  with  the  higher 
branches  of  the  order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  belongs 
to  Williamston  Lodge,  No.  205.  In  the  Baptist 
Church  with  which  he,  his  wife  and  daughter  are 
connected  he  is  a  leader,  and  is  now  for  the  third  time 
filling  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Shiawassee  Baptist 
Association,  which  includes  Ingham,  Clinton  and 
Shiawassee  Counties.  He  is  member  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Council  during  three  terms.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican. 


■»*■»* 


«#»' 


RRIN  N.  MOON,  M.  D.  One  of  the  younger 
practitioners  of  the  healing  art  in  the  city 
of  Howell,  Livingston  County,  Dr.  Moon 
has  already  had  a  fair  degree  of  success,  and  being 
a  well-informed  man  as  well  as  a  skillful  practi- 
tioner it  could  not  be  otherwise.  Dr.  Moon,  whose 
portrait  accompanies  this  sketch,  is  a  native  of 
Cheshire,  Allegan  County,  Mich.,  his  natal  day 
being  December  28,  1857.  He  is  a  son  of  Nelson 
O.  and  Emeline  (Hewett)  Moon,  natives  of  New 
York.  In  his  youthful  days,  Mr.  Moon  Sr.  was 
engaged  in  teaching  in  his  native  State  and  after 
he  came  to  Michigan,  in  1855,  he  was  also  for  a 
time  employed  in  the  work  of  a  pedagogue,  con- 


tinuing in  this  direction  until  his  marriage,  which 
took  place  in  Allegan  County,  Mich.,  March  1, 1857. 
After  that  he  settled  down  to  farming,  continuing 
this  work  as  long  as  he  lived.  lie  held  the  office 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  was  also  Notary  Public. 
The  death  of  Nelson  O.  Moon  took  place  March 
10,  1873,  his  wife  having  preceded  him  by  several 
years,  her  death  occurring  July  10,  1868.  His 
father  was  Ro^'al  H.  Moon,  a  native  of  New  York 
and  a  farmer,  who  died  in  1842.  He  had  only  two 
children — Mrs.  Ann  Bagly,  who  died  in  1866,  and 
the  father  of  our  subject. 

Dr.  Moon  is  one  of  five  children,  only  four  of 
whom  are  now  living.  They  are  in  order  of  birth 
Orrin  N.,  our  subject,  Mrs.  Nettie  Joy,  Mrs.  Ella 
Bennett  and  Mrs.  Abbie  L.  Thompson.  Our  subject's 
father  was  a  Republican.  He  served  in  the  army 
for  eighteen  months,  being  commissioned  as  Second 
Lieutenant  and  belonging  to  the  Third  Michigan 
Cavalry,  Company  I.  His  health  failing  hira  he 
was  obliged  to  resign  his  commission  and  return 
home.  He  and  his  family  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  Our  subject  remained  on  the 
farm  until  his  father's  death,  receiving  very  good 
educational  advantages  meantime.  After  finishing 
the  district  school  in  the  vicinity  of  his  home  he 
attended  the  Battle  Creek  High  School,  after  which 
he  entered  the  dental  office  of  D.  C.  Ilauhui-st  and 
was  there  employed  for  two  yeai-s.  At  the  expi- 
ration of  that  time  he  l^gan  to  read  medicine  with 
Dr.  Millspaugh  of  Battle  Creek,  and  in  the  year 
1878  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  State 
Fnivei'sity  at  Ann  Arbor. 

On  leaving  Ann  Arbor  he  located,  fii-st  at 
Jamestown,  Ottawa  County,  Mich.,  where  he  spent 
one  year  and  then  attended  the  Keokuk  Medical 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  being  grad- 
uated therefrom  March  1,  1881.  There  he  held  the 
position  of  Assistant  Demonstrator  in  Anatomy. 
He  then  returned  to  Jamestown  and  remained  for 
another  year,  when  he  moved  into  the  Holland 
Colony  in  Ottawa  County  in  the  township  of  Zee- 
land,  where  he  was  engaged  in  practice  for  some  five 
years,  after  which  he  removed  to  Fennville,  Alle- 
gan County,  where  he  opened  a  drug  {>tore  in  con- 
nection with  his  practice,  he  being  a  re<nstered  and 
practical  pharmacist.     After  two  years'  stay  at  the 
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last-ii:inu*(1  \)]nvv  he  m>1(1  out  liis  husiness  inteivst?^ 
Hiui  came  to  llowcll  in  IHHT  where  he  liiu«*  .>inee 
been  in  active  jiractiee.  Here  he  has  a  large  and 
remunerative  patronage  and  is  j)opuIar  among  all 
classes  of  people. 

Dr.  Moon  was  first  married  September  i'^,  lH7i>, 
to  Miss  Minnie  S.  Van  Zei»,  of  Salem,  Allegan 
County,  Mich.,  and  one  child  was  born  unto  them, 
Selwyn  W.,  whose*  birth  <K;curivd  December  81, 
1881,  The  union  was  an  unhappy  one  and  on 
June  13,  188;*),  in  the  SuiK^rior  Court  of  (jrand 
Rapids  in  chancery  liefore  the  Hon.  Isaac  H.  Par- 
rish.  Judge  of  said  com't,.a  divorce  from  the  bonds 
of  matrimony  was  granted  unto  the  complniinmt. 
Orrin  N.  Moon,  and  the  care,  custody  and  educa- 
tion of  said  Selwyn  W.,  was  granted  unto  same. 

Dr.  Moon  was  again  married  SeptemU'r  10,  188.'), 
his  bride  l)eing  Miss  Cecelia  Walteiv,  of  (irand 
Rapids,  this  Statt\  This  estimable  lady  wjis  born 
in  Cardiff,  Wales,  I)ecemlH»r  I,  18(>4  and  has  borne 
her  husband  two  children,  who  brighten  tlie  home. 
They  are — Orrin  N..  born  March  1,  1887,  and 
Cecil  W.,  March  U),  188iK  Socially  the  Dwtor 
lielongs  to  Howell  Lodge  No.  38,  A.  F.  A'  A.  ^I., 
and  also  to  the  Chapter  No.  7  of  (irand  Rapids. 
He  also  is  identified  with  the  (irand  l^apids  Coun- 
cil No.  10,  the  Knights  Templar  of  Howell,  and 
the  New  Moon  Lodge  No.  281.  I.  ().  ().  F.,  of 
Jame^town  Center,  Mich.  lb'  is  the  (►hlcst  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Medical  Society  rcsidiiiii:  in 
Howell.  His  practice  has  extended  beyond  the 
immediate  locality  so  that  he  has  now  a  wide 
circuit  in  the  countrv.  which  entails  much  hard 
riding.  Thi.s.  however,  is  a  hardship  that  most 
physicians  are  not  averse  to. 


^> .-» 


■:!) 


OIIN  A.  (IIJKENKR.  Tliis  wortlivcilizciiof 
Coh(K*tah  Township,  Livingston  County, 
who  luus  proved  his  worth  as  a  member  of 
society  and  as  a  succes^iful  farmer,  was  born 
September  13,  1851),  on  his  father's  old  homestead 
where  he  still  resides,  an  estate*  which  is  located  on 


!^w 


section  28.  of  the  township.  He  is  a  son  of  Charle> 
and  Henrietta  (ireener,  who  came  to  the  United 
States  from  Germany  about  the  year  1885.  They 
made  their  first  home  in  Pennsylvania,  where  the 
father  worked  in  the  iron  mines,  but  after  that 
made  New  Jersey  their  home  for  a  short  time,  and 
during  their  stay  tliere  Mr.  Greener  was  a  teamster. 
This  enterprising  couple  had  heard  much  of  the 
fame  of  the  Western  iand  and  e8|)ecially  of  the  pro- 
ductiveness and  climate  of  Michigan  and  they  de- 
cided they  would  no  longer  remain  in  the  East, 
where  they  had  found  no  great  demand  for  their 
efforts.  They  therefore  took  i)assage  by  lH>at  on 
the  Erie  Canal  during  the  year  1837  or  1838,  and 
from  Buffalo  came  by  I^ke  Erie  to  Detroit.  Upon 
reaching  Livingston  County  they  took  up  the  land 
which  now  forms  the  homestead,  and  settling  upon 
forty  acres,  went  to  work  to  improve  it  and  plant 
crops.  To  this  farm  they  added  from  time  to  time 
until  thev  owned  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
acle^,  which  they  remained  uix>n  until  death 
ensued.  The  father  pjissed  from  earth  in  April, 
18().S,  at  the  asre  of  fiftv-two  vears,  and  his  widow 
died  in  ()ct^)lxM\  1883,  having  reached  the  age  of 
sixty-three  yeai>.  They  wei*e  the  parents  of  seven 
children,    namelv:    John,    who   died    in    infancy; 

ft  •    ' 

Charles,  wh<»  died  at  the  age  of  thirty;  Elizabeth. 
Luther,  Margaret,  John  A.  and  Catherine  E. 

The  children  of  this  family  were  brought  up  in 
the  faith  of  the  Evanjifelical  Church,  to  which  their 
j)a rents  both  belong,  and  although  they  wen* 
unable  to  oive  their  offspring  much  of  this  world's 
possessions,  they  did  leave  them  a  sacred  heritage 
of  faith,  hope  and  charity.  To  our  subject  was 
given  the  best  opportunity  which  wa*s  then  avail- 
able for  an  education,  but  the  common  schools  of 
the  dav  were  narrow  in  their  curriculum,  althouirti 
excellent  in  drill.  Hut  pioneer  lx)ys  did  not  have 
much  time  to  devote  to  study,  as  their  strength  an<l 
labor  was  needed  in  subduing  the  wilderness  and 
raising  the  necessary  crops. 

Since  the  death  of  the  father  this  son  has  made 
his  home  upon  the  homestead  and  he  has  adde<i 
thereto  one  hundred  and  twentv  acres,  eiffhtv  of 
which  he  has  improved.  lIi^  married  life  began 
October  12,  1887,  and  his  bride  was  known  in 
maidenhood  as  Merta  E.  Pratt.     This  amiable  and 
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interesting  lady  is  a  native  of  Cohoctah  Township 
and  a  daughter  of  Amos  and  Sarah  (Gorden)  Pralt. 
She  is  an  active  and  efficient  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  where  her  influence  is 
highly  prized.  The  political  ideas  which  Mr. 
Greener  considers  most  sound  are  those  which  are 
expra<^sed  in  the  deliverances  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  he  has  faith  in  the  ultimate  success  of 
that  bod  v. 


OHN  K.  STELZER.  Belonging  to  that  class 
of  Teutonic  emigrants  whose  industry  and 
economy  soon  placed  them  in  comfortal)le 
and  responsible  positions  on  coming  into 
the  new  country,  our  subject  has  taken  advantage 
of  everv  circumstance  that  he  could  turn  to  his 
own  account,  and  the  consequence  is  that  he  is  in 
a  most  comfortoble  financiai  position  and  a  farmer 
who  has  accumulated  a  handsome  comi>etency  in 
the  pui'suit  of  his  calling  in  this  State.  A  resi- 
dent on  section  12,  Cohoctah  Township,  Living- 
ston County,  he  was  born  .June  15,  1848,  in  (Ger- 
many, and  is  a  son  of  Wolf  (i.  and  Margaret  (Crul) 
Stelzer. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  came  across  the 
ocean  with  his  parents,  landing  in  this  country  in 
1853  and  they  pui-sued  their  course  at  once  to  the 
northern  tier  of  the  Central  States  and  located  in 
Livingston  County,  en  joying  the  advantages  of  the 
district  schools  in  his  adopted  land.  It  was  not  a 
great  while  until  our  subject  was  equipped  for  the 
struggle  of  life  and  working  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  majority  of  other  youths  of  the  nation. 
At  nineteen  he  l)egan  work  for  himself,  l)eing  em- 
ployed in  the  servic^e  of  farmei-s  by  the  month  and 
year  and  receiving  ^lii)()  per  annum  for  two  yeai's 
and  2^240  for  three  years.  When  twentv-two  years 
of  age  he  left  home  and  was  engaged  in  work  by 
the  month.  The  first  farm  which  he  himself  owned 
comprised  forty  acres  of  timber  land  which  he  pur- 
chased in  1871.  This  he  cleared  and  improved 
and  has  from  time  to  time  added  to  the  original 
purchase  until   he    now    owns   two   hundred  and 


thirty-one  acres.  His  success  in  the  world  was  as- 
sured  before  he  ever  received  any  pecuniary  assist- 
ance, for  on  his  father's  decease  he  received  $1,200 
from  his  estate.  Mr.  Stelzer  has  cleared  for 
himself  and  others  over  three  hundred  acres  of 
land. 

Since  coming  to  this  State  our  subject  has  never 
been  a  resident  in  Cohoctah  Township  and  his  in- 
terest in  this  locality  is  consequently,  paramount, 
here  are  his  nearest  and  dearest  ties.  September  6, 
1 880,  he  was  married  to  ^largaret  Thumser,  who 
was  here  born  May  12,  1855.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  John  and  Hannah  (Siler)  Thumser,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Germany  and  Saxony  respectively.  Our 
subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  chil- 
dren— Eddie  and  Elma,  who  are  intelligent  and 
progressive  young  i)eople.  Mr.  Stelzer  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics. 


ENRY  F.  MALTBY.  This  sterling  and 
leading  man  and  excellent  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  residing  on  two  hundred  forty  acres 
of  excellent  land  on  section  7,  Green  Oak 
Township,  Livingston  County,  was  born  at  the  old 
Maltby  homestead  on  the  same  section,  March  28, 
1845.  Alnion  Maltby,  his  father,  was  bom  in 
Henrietta  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1814,  and  in  1832  came 
at  the  age  of  eighteen,  in  company  with  a  brother, 
to  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  and  pushed  into  the 
wilderness  to  make  a  home.  They  located  where 
the  pretty  little  country  town  of  Brighton  now 
stands,  although  the  country  for  miles  around  was 
a  wilderness. 

As  soon  as  they  could  conveniently  do  so  they 
erected  a  saw  mill  and  began  to  manufacture  lum- 
l)er  for  the  army  of  home  seekers  who  were  follow- 
ing  in  their  footsteps.  They  operated  the  mill  for 
a  number  of  years  and  in  the  meantime  Almon 
Maltby  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Shiawassee 
County,  although  he  never  located  upon  it.  He 
erected  the  til's t  fmme  house  in  Brighton. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  young  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  education,  and 
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iHu^ht  school  during  tlu*  first  winter  afU»r  his  ar- 
rival in  Hamburg  Township.  Ue  was  fond  of  hunt- 
ing and  during  his  pioneer  days  killed  a  good 
many  deer.  He  subsequently  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  on  section  7,  Green  Oak  Township,  a 
short  distance  from  Brighton  and  there  located. 
He  was  an  active,  industrious  man  and  l)ecame 
very  prosperous.  He  cleared  and  improved  his 
land  as  far  as  it  was  possible  and  from  year  to  year 
acquired  additional  acres  as  his  means  permitted. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1883, 
he  owned  four  hundred  acres  of  choice  land.  He 
was  for  three  years  Supervisor  of  Green  Oak  Town- 
ship. 

Almon  Maltby  was  twice  married,  his  fii-st  wife 
being  Jane  Hawley,  whose  married  life  was  brief, 
lasting  through  only  a  few  years.  Of  her  three 
children  one  died  in  infancy  and  two  lived  to 
manhood  and  served  during  the  Civil  War,  one  of 
them  dying  in  the  hospital  at  Nashville,  Tenn. 
The  second  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Esther 
Moore.  She  was  bom  in  New  York  and  came  to 
Oakland  County  with  her  parent*  at  an  early  day. 
She  is  still  living  and  is  now  in  her  seventieth 
year,  and  her  four  children  are  all  living. 

The  young  man  of  whom  we  write,  availed  him- 
self of  all  the  advantages  he  could  secure  in  the 
district  school,  and  in  1866  attended  a  commercial 
college  in  Chicago  for  one  term,  lie  remained 
with  his  parents  for  several  years  after  reaching  his 
majority  and  had  the  management  of  the  farm 
during  most  of  that  time,  lie  celebratcni  the  one 
hundredth  annivei'sary  of  our  Nation's  indepen- 
dence by  a  most  impressive  ceremonial  in  which  he 
was  united  for  life  with  the  lady  of  his  choice. 
Miss  Marv  Knabb,  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State. 
This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  sons — 
Almon  II.  and  Robert  I).,  sons  of  whom  any  parent 
may  well  be  proud.  They  are  bright  boys  and  well 
deserve  the  confidence  of  their  parents,  and  are 
very  helpful  to  their  father  upon  the  farm.  Almon 
H.,  who  is  thirteen  years  of  age,  cut  during  the 
harvest  time  thirty-five  acres  of  grain. 

The  political  views  of  Mr.  Maltby  bring  him 
into  connection  with  the  Kepublican  party  and  he 
is  quite  prominent  as  a  quiet  leader  of  thought  in 
their  ranks.     For  several  years  he  has  filled  the  of- 


fice of  Justice  of  the  Feac*e  and  is8tiU  in  that  office. 
He  has  also  been  Supervisor  for  three  terms,  being 
first  elected  in  1884.  He  has  a  fiae  form,  a  good 
house  and  barns,  all  of  which  have  been  erected 
by  himself  and  he  takes  great  interest  in  rais- 
ing good  grades  of  stock.  He  has  a  line  flock  of 
registered  Shropshire  sheep  and  a  very  flne  herd  of 
Jersey  cattle,  which  is  considered  one  of  the  best 
specimens  of  that  popular  breed  in  this  vicimty. 
Mr.  Maltby  is  a  popular  and  progressive  fanner 
and  an  excellent  citizen,  who  is  willing  to  help  for- 
ward all  movements  which  will  be  for  the  benefit 
of  the  community. 


-^ 


RS.  ELVIRA  WHITAKER.     The  presence 

//  %  of  a  good  woman  in  a  neighborhood  is  a 
scource  and  cause  of  public  congratula- 
tion, for  by  her  works  of  tender  mercy, 
sympathy  and  benevolence,  she  can  accomplish 
more  than  one  of  the  sterner  sex,  and  in  these 
days  of  emancipation  fi-om  old  time  ideas  as 
regards  incapacity  for  business  life,  her  sex  have 
proved  themselves  to  be  the  equal  of  their  brothers 
in  the  energy  and  judgment  with  which  they  pur 
sue  their  chosen  calling.  She  of  whom  we  write 
is  the  successful  proprietor  of  a  fine  farm  comprLs 
ing  one  hundred  acres  on  section  32,  Handy 
Township,  Livingston  County. 

Mi^.  Whitaker  came  to  this  fann  in  1859.  Part 
of  the  land  was  cleared  at  that  time.  At  present 
she  is  engaged  in  general  farming,  supplementing 
the  products  of  her  fields,  orchard  and  garden  by 
the  income  that  she  gets  through  her  stock.  It  is 
a  fine  place  and  well  cared  for.  The  lady  of  whom 
we  write  was  born  in  the  township  of  Penn field, 
Monnx*  County,  X.  Y.,  June  18,  1834.  When 
only  eight  years  of  age  her  parents  brought  their 
little  daughter  with  them  to  the  State  of  Michigan. 
They  were  Hufus  and  Angeline  (Hurlingame) 
Morrison,  natives  of  New  York.  The  former  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation  and  calling  and  on  coming 
to  Michigan  located  in  the  township  of  Salem, 
Washtenaw  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 
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Our  subject  is  one  of  five  chiidren.  The  eldest, 
Elizabeth,  is  now  Mrs.  Martin.  Next  in  order  of 
birth  comes  her  of  whom  we  write.  Then  Mor- 
timer, Oscar  and  Alexander,  The  father's  de- 
cease took  place  in  Salem,  in  1849,  and  the  mother 
in  Flint,  Mich.,  in  1884,  Mrs.  Whitaker's  father  was  a 
Democrat  in  his  vote  and  political  following.  Her 
early  training  in  a  religious  way  was  that  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  both  parents  being 
members  of  that  body.  Our  subject's  pateinal 
grandsire  was  Samuel  Morrison  and  his  wife  was 
Mary  A.  (Canada)  Morrison,  natives  of  New  York 
and  there  engaged  in  the  calling  of  agriculture. 
They  had  a  large  family  and  were  kept  busy  sup- 
plying the  necessities  of.  the  children.  The  father 
was  a  Democrat.  The  maternal  grandparents  were 
David  and  Nancy  (Miller)  Burlingame.  They 
were  kindly  Christian  people  who  endeavored  to 
live  by  the  precepts  of  the  Golden  Rule.  They 
also  had  a  large  family. 

Mrs.  Whitaker  became  the  wife  of  Gurden  A. 
Whitaker,  in  January  1852.  He  was  a  native  of 
Utica,  N.  Y.  and  the  son  of  Hiram  and  Christian 
(Casselman)  Whi^^aker,  from  Connecticut  and 
Pennsylvania  respectively.  The  former  was  a 
blacksmith  and  the  bellows  were  kept  going  pretty 
constantly  in  order  to  keep  the  large  family  which 
clustered  about  his  hearth  and  board,  fed  an<i 
clothed.  They  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in 
Salem,  Washtenaw  Count}',  at  an  early  day.  Mr. 
Whitaker  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  was  largely 
occupied  with  that  calling  throughout  his  life,  al- 
though he  wa.s  engaged  in  teaching  singing  schools 
for  some  time  prior  to  and  after  his  marriage.  This 
event  took  place  in  1852  and  he  immediately 
settled  on  the  farm  which  his  widow  now  occupies. 
He  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  lines  of  thought 
and  was  actively  interested  in  doing  all  that  he 
could  to  strengthen  his  party. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whitaker  have  been  the  parents  of 
three  children,  Ada,  Fred  and  Alice.  The  eldest 
daughter  is  now  Mi"s.  E.  Campbell  and  is  the 
mother  of  two  children  Inez  and  Eva.  Fred  mar- 
ried Salinda  Barber:  Alice  is  now  Mi*s,  S.  D.  Hoy 
and  the  mother  of  one  child,  a  daughter  who  bears 
the  euphoneous  name  of  l^la.  The  benefits  and 
bwutiee  of  an  education  can  scarcely  be  appreci- 


ated more  than  by  our  subject.  She  has  made 
many  sacrifices  in  order  to  give  her  children  every 
advantage  possible  and  they  are  cultured  and  re- 
fined men  and  women  whose  presence  is  most 
beneficent  in  their  chosen  places  of  residence. 
Mrs.  Hoy  is  a  musician  of  no  mean  talent  and  has 
been  engaged  in  instructing  others  in  the  divine 
art.  The  lady  of  whom  it  is  our  pleasant  privilege 
to  give  a  biographical  sketch,  fs  a  woman  of  great 
perseverance  and  constancy  of  purpose.  She 
carries  on  her  farm  most  successfully  and  has  made 
of  it  an  ideal  abiding  place.  It  is  a  very  fertile 
spot  in  which  she  raises  fruit  that  is  a  picture  of 
lusciousness.  She  breeds  horses  of  a  high  grade 
and  also  raises  cattle  and  grain. 


\ 
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YLVESTER  G.  NOBLE.  A  resident  of 
the  village  of  Unadilla,  he  whose  name  is 
at  the  head  of  our  sketch  is  one  of  a  dis- 
tinguished family  whose  members  have  been 
conspicuous  in  civil,  military  and  commercial  life. 
His  father,  Elnathan  Noble,  was  a  native  of  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  there  born  in  1776.  He  was  a 
manufacturer  of  hats,  etc.,  and  at  one  time  a 
very  wealthy  man,  but  losing  much  of  his  proj)- 
erty  came  to  Michigan  to  retrieve  if  possible  his 
l(»st  fortune.  His  wife  was  Asenath  (iill)ert,  a 
native  of  New  York.  The  couj)le  were  married  in 
Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  and  came  to  Michigan  in 
1821.  Mi-s.  Asenath  Noble  died  in  1822.  Her 
husband  married  three  times,  she  l>eing  his  second 
wifc».     They  were  the  parents  of  three  children. 

The  eldest  of  the  family  to  which  our  subject 
Ixjlongs  was  Butler  (i.  Noble,  an  <»fHcer  in  the 
United  States  Custom  House  for  thirty  years  and 
a  splendidly  talented  man.  He  was  also  Governor 
of  Wisconsin  during  the  Civil  W^ar  and  then  went 
to  New  Y'ork  where  he  was  first  Inspector  of 
drugs  and  medicines  in  the  New  York  Custom 
House,  being  also  Harbor  Master  for  several  years. 
Only  a  few  weeks  ago  (1891)  he  died  from  a  fit  of 
apoplexy  in  Brooklyn,  N,  Y'.,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
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five  veal's.  Ilis  wife  soon  afterward  followed  him 
and  her  daughter,  the  wife  of  a  rieii  (Quaker,  died 
on  the  same  day.  The  yoiinorest  son,  Herman  C 
Noble,  was  a  member  of  the  Stiite  Ix^gislature  in 
1848  and  died  at  the  Capitol  building  m  Lansing. 
The  father  of  our  subject  passed  away  in  1 84 1 . 
In  1831  the  parents  of  him  of  whom  we  write  eame 
to  Dexter,  Mich.,  and  locat<»d  eighty  acres  of 
wild  land  on  section  34,  Tnadilla  Townsliip,  Liv- 
ingston County  on  the  west  one-half  of  the  south- 
west quarter  of  section  34.  In  order  to  reach  their 
tract  they  had  to  follow  an  Indian  trail,  there  Ink- 
ing no  roads  at  that  time.  Their  fti-st  night  in  the 
vicinity  was  spent  in  the  cabin  of  Amos  Williams, 
on  section  33, 

Mr.  Noble,  Sr,.  I>uilt  a  log  shanty  ten  feet  square 
and  this  he  covered  over  with  grass.  It  was  made 
of  tamarack  logs  and  comfortable  in  spite  of  ib< 
diminutiveness.  They  had  the  first  hoi-se  team  in 
the  township  and  cut  their  way  through  the 
woods.  That  was  iKjfore  Micliigan  had  been  ad- 
mitted as  a  State  and  when  (k)v.  Mason  was 
at  the  head  of  affairs.  Our  subject's  father  was 
the  fii-st  Justice  of  the  IVace  appointed  in  the 
township;  he  was  also  appointed  Associate  .Judge 
bv  the  Clovernor  above  mentioned  and  the  first 
town  meeting  here  held  convened  in  the  log  house 
that  was  our  subject's  first  home  here.  The  t4)wn- 
ship  was  named  after  rnadilla,  N.  Y.,  a  pretty 
village  on  the  Suscpielianna  Kiver.  it  iK'inir  so 
christened  by  our  subject's  father,  lie  acted  as 
Justice  of  the  Pe^ice    for    many    years    and  finally 

>         •  ft 

died  upon  his  farm. 

On  first  coming  to  Tnadilla  there  was  but  one 
family  in  the  township  and  no  neighbors  near 
them.  Indians  were  plenty  and  although  their 
locr  house,  the  increased  dimensions  of  which  was 
2r)x3.^  feet,  was  not  palatial  in  its  pr()|)ortions 
all  newcomers  were  welcome  at  that  early  day. 
The  family  had  to  go  to  Dexter  or  Ann  Arbor  to 
market.  Our  subject's  father  was  an  KpiscopaHan 
and  was  a  good  man,  his  morals  being  irre- 
proachable. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Genoa, 
N.  Y.,  March,  12,  1819,  His  father's  name  will 
ever  be  remembered  in  that  pretty  city  as  he  w,as 
the   founder    of   Hobart    College  of   that  place. 


Receiving  the  rudiment**  of  his  education  in  his 
native  State  oiu-  subject  was  but  twelve  years  of 
age  when  he  came  to  Michigan.  When  seventeen 
veai-s  old  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  without 

• 

means  and  without  friends  excepting  those  he 
made.  He  went  to  Cleveland,  Ohio  and  hired  out 
to  the  contractors  who  were  building  the  State 
acjueducts  and  wjis  thus  engaged  for  three  3'ears. 
working  up  until  he  rec»eived  ^3  ])er  day.  He  then 
spent  one  summer  in  Cleveland  recruiting.  He 
Inis  repeatedly  l>een^t  the  home  of  William  Henry 
Harrison.  After  visiting  Chillicothe,  Cincinnati 
and  St.  Louis,  he  returned  home  and  settled  on  the 
farm.  He  did  not  long  content  himself,  however, 
with  agricultural  work,  but  soon  after  was  engaged 
assisting  in  the  building  of  the  Michigan  Central 
Railroad  from  Dexter  to  Jackson.  He  then  heljxjd 
in  the  arduous  task  of  building  at  I^oni  on  the 
Michigan  Central,  working  under  Engineer  Hay- 
den.  In  the  spring  of  the  year  1849  he  joined  the 
camp  of  the  Wolverine  Rangers  and  set  out  to 
cross  the  plains  f<>r  California.  Tliey  purchased 
their  outfits  at  St.  L<Kiis.  made  a  camp  at  Indepen- 
dence, M(K,  and  then  set  out  <ni  a  trip  which 
tcK)k  six  months.  Tliey  lost  their  entire  train  in 
the  mountains,  havinu  taken  the  celebrated  Green 
Horn  cut-ofi*.     Tlieir    train    was     verv     lonir,  the 

ft  ^^ 

wagons  being  drawn  entirely  by  oxen.  lie  left 
the  train  and  went  ahead  with  one  other  man 
crossing  tlie  American  Desert,  a  distiince  of  sey- 
enty-tiye  miles  on  foot,  the  horses  having  l>een 
stolen  by  night  by  the  Indians.  The  suffering  wa> 
terrible.  His  desire  for  water  was  so  great  as  to 
cause  perfect  agony. 

He  of  whom  we  write  proc^eeded  to  Apple  (Jate 
Pass  in  Oregon,  crossing  the  mountains  to  the 
head  waters  of  the  Sacramento  River.  On  arriv- 
ing in  the  (iolden  State  they  went  into  the  mine.< 
and  Mr.  Noble  had  the  good  fortune  to  open  one 
of    the    richest  veins  discovered  by  his  i)artv.    He 

*  I  ft 

staid  In  Califfunia  for  a  time  engaged  in  mining, 
finally  going  l)ack  to  San  Francisco  on  foot.  Work 
of  a  difl'erent  sort  was  plentiful  and  paying'  and 
our  subject  >oon  abandoned  mining  and  be«^an 
work  at  $16  per  day,  spending  there  the  fall  and 
winter.  He  then  went  (m  up  to  Feather  River, 
finally  coming  home  by   way  of   the  Isthmus  and 
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during  the  journey  hither  spent  three  weeks  on  the 
water  in  adeadcjilni.  landing  in  Central  America 
lie  eanie  thence  to  Ts'ew  Orleans  and  from  there 
proceeded  to  Michigan,  when  buying  out  hih 
brother's  interest  he  settled  on  the  old  homestead. 
In  1841  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Charlotte  E.  Montague,  a  daughter  of  Luke 
and  Eunice  (Salsbury)  Montague.  The}'  have 
been  the  parents  of  two  children,  but  both  have 
died.  Mi's.  Noble  is  a  member  in  good  standing 
•of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Noble  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  local  politico.  For  six  years 
he  was  Highway  Commissioner  and  was  elected  by 
the  Democmts,  although  he  has  been  a  Republican. 
Now  retired  from  active  lal)or  our  subject  has 
reduced  his  cares  to  a  minimum  by  disposing  of 
the  greater  j)art  of  his  farm,  and  now  has  only 
enough  to  support  him  nicely. 


<^.  IMLLIAM  VANBUREN.  Lansing, Ingham 
\pj//  County,  as  the  capital  of  the  State,  has  her 
J^N^  full  quota  of  citizens  who  are  keenly  alive 
to  all  political  questions  and  the  fact  that  the  seat 
of  government  is  situated  here,  no  doubt  stimu- 
lates an  interest  in  public  movement*  and  builds 
lip  a  community  of  men  who  are  known,  for  lack 
of  a  better  term,  as  politicians.  In  our  use  of  this 
word  we  wish  it  to  be  understood  that  we  do  not 
imply  that  class  of  so-called  politicans  who  may 
l)etter  l)e  termed  demagogues,  but  those  men  who 
are  sincerely  interested  in  political  questicms  and 
have  come  to  the  front  as  leaders.  Such  an  one 
is  found  in  the  I'nited  States  Mai-shal  for  th(* 
Eastern  District  of  Michigan,  who  resides  in  I^n- 
sing. 

This  gentleman  was  lK)rn  in  1843.  After  serv- 
ing an  apprenticeship  in  a  printing  office  in 
Ciuelph.  Canada,  he  came  to  Detroit,  Mich.,  in 
1860,  when  a  lx)v  of  eighteen  vears  and  where  he 
remained  a  short  time.  Like  most  printers  he  was 
seized  with  n-  desire  to  see  more  of  the  world,  and 
mjide  jomneys  South  nnd  East,  workins*:  in  vari<»Hs 
plmjes,  returning,   however,   in   a  few   aionths  to 


Detroit.  For  a  time  he  was  employed  on  the 
Cammercial  Advertiser  which  situation  he  left  to 
to  take  '^cases''  on  the  Advertiser  and  Tribune, 
He  soon  worked  up  to  the  position  of  foreman 
which  place  he  held  until  December  31,  1870,  ex- 
cepting a  short  period  when  he  occupied  the  posi- 
tion of  foreman  of  the  Tribune  book  room. 

In  Januar}'^,  1871,  Mr.  Van  Buren  came  to  lou- 
sing and  took  a  position  a»  foreman  for  W.  8. 
George  <fe  Co.,  who  were  then  State  printei*s.  He 
continued  as  foreman  and  superintendent  of  the 
mechanical  department  until  afttT  the  death  of 
Mn  (4eorge  in  December,  1881.  In  January,  1882, 
he  was  appointed  business  manager  of  the  concern, 
and  in  January,  1884,  he  bought  a  one-third  in- 
terest in  the  business  and  l)ecame  managing  part- 
ner. In  January,  1886,  the  whole  outfit  was  sold 
to  Thorp  k  Godfrey.  During  all  of  this  time  the 
firm  had  been  publishing  the  Lansing  Republicun 
of  which  for  four  years  Mr.  Van  Huren  was  gen- 
eral manager.  Mr.  Van  Buren  in  company  with 
B.  M.  Buck  organized  the  Kinsing  Furniture  Com- 
pany in  1886  and  carried  it  on  for  a  few  months, 
after  which  the  business  was  disposed  of. 

When  the  City  National  Bank  was  organized 
Mr.  Van  Huren  was  one  of  its  incorporator  and  is 
now  one  of  its  largest  stockholders  and  a  director. 
He  has  confined  himself  verv  closelv  to  business, 
with  the  exception  of  a  journey  which  he  took  in 
1881),  when  he  made  a  toiu*  from  the  Atlantic  to 
the  Pacific  coast.  It  was  upon  the  29th  of  March, 
1890,  that  President  Harrison  appointed  Mr.  Van 
Buren  United  States  Mai-shal  for  the  Eastern  Dis- 
trict of  Michigan  with  headquarters  at  Detroit. 
This  district  covers  about  one-half  of  the  Lower 
Peninsula  and  involves  heavy  responsibilities. 
Other  otticial.  duties  have  devolved  upon  him  in 
the  past,  and  have  been  thoroughly  discharged.  In 
1887-88  he  was  Alderman  of  the  Second  Ward  of 
the  city  of  Lansing  and  he  was  also  the  Supervisor 
for  one  year.  In  1879  the  citizens  of  Tensing 
m.ade  him  their  Mayor  and  he  received  a  re-elec- 
tion in  1880;  he  has  also  held  various  county  of- 
fices. 

N<>  |mrt  (►f  the  career  of  Mr.  \\\\\  Huren  is  more 
satisfnctorv  to  his  fri(»nds  and  furnishes  greater 
occiision  for   thankfulness   ou   bib   own  part  than 
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the  step  whieli  he  took  in  brin^n^  to  his  home, 
wi  his  wife.  Miss  Julia  (i.  O'Callaghan.  This  inter- 
esting event  took  placH?  in  Detroit  in  1867,  and 
the  hidy  who  is  possessed  of  unusual  refinement, 
intelligence  and  culture,  was  boni,  reared  and  ed- 
ucated in  the  l)eautiful  city  of  the  Straits.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  .Tereniiah  O'Callaghan, 
a  former  wholesale  and  retail  grocer,  who  had  a 
flourishing  establishment  on  Woodward  Avenue, 
and  who  was  a  memlxjr  of  the  lA»gislature  in  1 852. 
This  charming  and  talented  lady  was  engaged  in 
teaching  in  Dt^troit  previous  to  her  marriage.  She 
is  the  happy  mother  of  four  children,  namely: 
William,  (rem Id  R.,  (ieorge  H.,  and  Julia  G. 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  who  is  a  thorough  American  in 
his  views  and  political  ideas,  is  strong  in  hLs  faith 
in  the  future  of  the  Republican  party  and  a  leader 
in  'it»  ranks,  being  frequently  a  delegate  in  county 
and  State  conventions,  lie  is  a  meml)er  of  Capi- 
tal Lodge,  No.  66,  Capital  Chapter,  No.  9,  R.  A. 
M.,  and  of  I^nsing  Commandery  K.  T.,  No.  25. 
He  alsij  lK»longs  to  the  lioyal  Arcanum  and  Knights 
of  the  (J rip. 
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OSESJONKS.  The  quiet,  unostentatious 
work  of  the  modest  citizens  and  sturdy, 
industrious  workers  in  anv   conimunitv,  is 

•  « 

more  fully    prized    no    doubt   after    they 

ft  »  m^ 

gone  hence,  and  those  very  qualities 
which  niade  them  esteemed  and  beloved  should  Ixi 
kept  in  mind  and  presented  for  the  emulatiim  of 
the  young,  for  such  cliaracter  is  of  more  worth  than 
many  traits  which  shine  with  greater  brilliancy. 

M<Kscs  .lones  was  born  ^Inrch  22,  1831,  in  Steu- 
ben, Oneida  County,  N.  V.,and  was  the  s(m  of  John 
and  Judith  (Hill)  .loues.  The  grandfather,  GrifHth 
.lones,  came  with  his  wife  from  Wales  and  l)ecame 
a  dniryman  in  New  York.  His  son,  John,  was  a 
cooper  by  trade  and  coming  to  Michigan  in  1839, 
settled  on  forty  acres  of  line  land  upon  section  25, 
Cohoctah  Township,  Livingston  County.  This  he 
had  purchased  prior  to  his  coming  from  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.    lie  owned   about  three  hundred 


acres  of  land  at  the  time  of  his  death  which  took 
place,  November  5,  1871.  He  was  a  sohstantisl 
citizen  and  a  public-spirited  man,  and  served  as 
•Justice  of  the  Peace  and  School  Inspector  devoting 
much  attention  to  school  matters.  He  also  acted 
as  Assessor  in  1840. 

Mr.  Jones  was  twice  married,  havings  by  his  first 
marriage  one  child,  who  is  our  subject.  The  second 
wife  was  known  in  maidenhood  as  Sarah  Boutell 
and  she  had  four  children  only  one,Kenzie,  hving 
to  maturity.  Their  mother  died  in  Septembo'i 
1890.  She  was  well-known  as  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Moaea  Jonas 
spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  on  the  farm  apd 
studied  in  the  district  schools.  He  early  cdiose 
farming  as  his  life  work  and  pursued  it  in  connec- 
tion with  his  father.  He  was  so  prosperous  as  to 
own  four  farms  comprising  six  hundred  acres  in 
all  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  took  place  De- 
cemljer  16,  1889.  He  was  prospered  in  his  work 
and  devoted  himself  unceasingly  to  it  and  although 
always  active  in  work  for  the  Republican  party  he 
ever  steadfastly  declined  to  receive  official  honors. 

Our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  July  22, 
1866  with  Mary  Jane  Allen  who  was  bom  in  Ma- 
con, Ga.,  January  12,  1841.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
David  and  Emeline  (Parker)  Allen,  the  former 
l)eing  a  native  of  Washington  Count^',  and  the 
latter  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Allen  was  a 
carpenter  and  joiner  and  also  a  millwright.  In 
November,  1889,  he  removed  to  Greorgia,  where  he 
en^ged  in  farming  and  the  lumber  trade  and  died 
in  August,  1865.  His  widow  still  survives  and 
makes  her  home  in  Dooly  County,  Ga.  The  fam- 
ily was  long  connected  with  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  South  with  which  she  still  holds 
her  connection.  Three  of  her  daughters  are  still 
living,  namely:  Mary  J.,  Emeline  and  Lucy,  all 
married,  Adelia  and  Irene  are  deceased.  Mr. 
Allen  was  a  son  of  Seth  Allen  of  English  origin, 
whose  wife,  Lucy  King,  was  a  daughter  of  Solomon 
King  a  prominent  farmer  of  Washington  County, 
N.  Y. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  was  bom  oae  child,  Joha 
K.,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  Mrs.  Jones 
now  owns  the  homestead  besides  other  property  of 
value  and  carries  on  tb^  business  witji  «biUty  wd 
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success.  She  has  ever  been  an  active  and  devoted 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Her 
husband  was  a  liberal  giver  to  public  and  church 
purj)08es,  in  which  virtue  she  follows  in  his  foot- 
steps as  she  is  truly  devoted  to  the  cause  of  Christ- 
ianity. 

A  view  of  the  cozy  residence  and  rural  surround- 
ings on  the  homestead  of  Mrs.  Jones  will  be  found 
on  another  page. 
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<^j^  DWARD  BROWNING.  A  mental  picture 
comes  to  the  writer  of  a  typical  modem 
farmer.  The  owner  of  a  fine  tract  of  land, 
as  he  is  seated  on  his  mower,  ready  to  drive  off  for 
the  fields,  there  is  a  proud  consciousness  in  the 
poise  of  his  head  and  the  carriage  of  his  broad 
shoulders,  that  he  is  the  absolute  monarch  of  the 
rich  domain  under  his  eye.  He  is  as  quick  in  his 
movement  and  execution  as  in  his  faculty  of  form- 
ing opinions  in  regard  to  his  work.  He  has  a  firm 
seat  upon  the  mower,  which  is  of  the  latest  and 
most  approved  design,  and  drawn  by  horses  that 
are  sleek,  muscular  and  well  fed.  He  is  a  pleasing 
picture  of  rural  prosperity. 

The  farm  of  which  Mr.  Browning  is  proprietor 
and  a  view  of  which  is  shown  on  another  page,  is 
located  on  section  24,  Oceola  Township,  Livings- 
ton County,  and  comprises  four  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  as  fine  land  as  there  is  in  the 
county.  Besides  devoting  himself  to  general  fann- 
ing, he  pays  much  attention  to  the  breeding  and 
raising  of  fine  sheep,  and  also  has  many  of  the 
finest  breed  of  cattle  and  horses.  Our  subject 
was  born  in  Kinderhook  County,  N.  Y.,  August 
28,  1821,  and  his  father,  Peter  Y.  Browning,  was 
u  native  of  Connecticut,  although  reared  in  New 
York  State.  His  marriage  took  place  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  his  bride  being  a  Miss  Sarah  Cramer, 
a  native  of  the  same  county  and  State  in  which 
her  marriage  took  place.  She  is  still  living  at  the 
age  of  ninety  years. 

Peter  Y.  Browning  settled  in  New  York  after 


his  marriage  and  after  remaining  a  few  years  in 
that  State,  he  came  to  Michigan  and  located  in 
Monroe  County.  Thence  he  came  to  Livingston 
County  in  1836,  and  settled  in  Oceola  Township 
on  section  24,  where  he  took  up  a  large  tract  of  land 
from  the  Government  in  1835.  He  cut  the  logs 
from  the  forests  about  the  little  clearing,  and  built 
a  small  log  house,  which  his  wife  made  as  homelike 
and  attractive  as  her  resources  would  allow.  He 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  improving  the 
place,  cutting  down  forest  trees,  planting  orchards 
of  fruit  trees,  and  otherwise  improving  the  place 
until  his  death.  He  passed  away  at  a  good  old 
age,  and  it  must  have  been  a  satisfaction  to  him, 
to  see  the  result  of  his  labors  in  the  well  tilled 
land,  the  fields  of  waving  grain,  the  orchards  red- 
dening with  their  burden  of  fragrant  fruit,  and  the 
fine  stock  grazing  in  the  meadows.  He  and  his 
wife  were  the  parents  of  seven  children  and  of 
these  our  subject  is  tlio  eldest.  He  was  sixteen 
yeai*s  of  age  when  his  parents  made  their  advent 
into  this  State,  and  had  all  a  boy's  eagerness  in  the 
readiness  to  experience  the  novelty  of  their  now 
position.  His  early  education  had  its  foundation 
in  his  native  place,  and  he  finished  in  a  log  school 
house.  The  winters,  however,  were  all  the  time 
that  could  be  spared  from  the  labors  of  the  farm  to 
acquire  anything  even  so  important  as  an  edu- 
cation. 

Mr.  Browning's  wife  was  in  his  maiden  days 
Miss  Helen  Beebe,  a  native  of  New  York.  By  her 
he  became  the  father  of  three  children,  all  sons. 
Two  of  these,  however,  died  in  infancy,  and  the 
only  surviving  child  is  John  A.,  who  resides  with 
his  father  and  is  in  partnerahip  with  him  in  his 
agricultural  business.  Our  subject  located  directly 
after  his  marriage,  in  a  little  log  house  which  he 
built  on  section  26,  and  there  he  lived  for  many 
yeare.  He  and  his  son  now  own  four  hundred 
acres  of  well-improved  land,  and  keep  from  two  to 
three  hundred  sheep  which  are  of  the  finest  breed. 
He  also  has  some  especially  fine  horses,  making  a 
specialty  of  the  raising  of  blooded  cattle  and 
horses.  Mrs.  Browning  died  a  few  years  ago,  hav- 
ing for  many  years  been  a  faithful  companion  and 
helpmate  to  her  husband  in  his  efforts  to  obtain  a 
firm  footing  in  the  agricultural  business. 
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In  hit<  political  preference.  Mr.  Browning  is  n 
Republican  and  han  lield  several  l<>cal  offices  in  the 
ffift  of  the  t(»wnsliip  in  which  he  resides.  For 
eight  years  he  held  the  ottice  of  Postnuu^ter  in 
Oceola  Cent-er,  and  discharged  the  duties  of  tlie 
poeitiou  most  satisfactorily. 


^^ 
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yJLLIAM  K.  IIYNK.  Tliis  prominent  and 
succci^sful  gentleman,  who  wjis  horn  on  the 
^  ^  ohl  llyne  homestead  on  section  H.  of 
Brighton  Township,  Livingston  County.  .lune  22, 
1847,  is  a  son  of  Charles  T.  Ilyne.  This  gentle- 
man of  wealth  felt  that  it  was  necessarv  that  his 
son  should  grow  up  to  develoj)  his  own  powers 
without  much  aid  him,  and  he  there f(»re  started 
the  young- man  out  in  life  without  nuu'h  of  any 
means  or  financial  help.  The  M)n  now  thanks  his 
father  for  this  hard  experience,  .is,  tlirough  being 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources  he  has  l)ec<)ine  a 
successful  man  and  a  manaiifer  of  ;il)ilitv. 

William  F.  llyne  acquired  his  education  in  tlie 
sc^hools  which  were  kept  in  the  log  schoolhouses 
in  Brighton  Township,  to  which  he  went  during 
the  winti'r  months  until  he  reached  the  ni^e  of  ten 
vears,  after  which  as  he  was  the  ehlot  <>f  the  fjnnilv. 
he  devoted  himself  to  work  upon  his  fnthci '>  farm. 
He  assisted  in  clearing  awny  the  forest  nnd  puttiiiir 
improvements  tm  tlu*  fnrni  until  he  reached  the 
aire  of  twentv-three  vears,  when  he  and  his  hr(>ther. 
Frederick,  entered  into  i^artnership  and  began 
farming  <m  their  own  account. 

The  voung  men  beuan  at  the  foot  of  the  hulder 
and  worked  their  wav  up  by  untlairuinii:  persist- 
ence  and  true  ''grit"  and  many  a  night  they 
worked  till  a  late  hour,  sup[)lenienling  the  lalH>rs 
of  the  day.  The  partnership  continued  for  eigh- 
teen vears,  at  the  end  of  wliich  time  thev  <livided 
their  interests  amicably,  although  n<»  i>revious 
settlement  had  been  made  durinir  the  eiirhteen 
years  that  the  brothers  had  worked  together. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  been  twice  married, 
his  fiist  union  in  \x7i)  bringiniu  to  lii^  home  Mi^^ 
Mary  Durft'ee,  a  native  of  thia  county.     Two  chil-  j 


dren    blesscid  their  home  and   their   life   togetlier 
continued  for  ten  vears.  when  the  wife   wa^  called 

ft 

to  her  heavenlv  reward.  The  children  are  naiiie^] 
Charles  (i.  and  Annie.  The  latter  is  still  inirsuin^ 
her  educati<»n  and  Charles  has  just  graduated  from 
the  Detroit  Commercial  College  and  is  a  young 
nnm  of  promise.  Mr.  H;vne  was  a  second  time 
nuirried  in  1881  taking  to  wife  Ixmis  Ilieks,  of 
New  Y<>rk,  who  has  one  child,  I^atriee. 

The  splendid  farm  of  live  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  which  is  in  Mr.  llyne *s  estate  has  u|Km  it 
elegant  buildings  and  a  most  delightful  home.  He 
|>ays  special  attention  to  the  raising  of  fine  stock 
and  has  fast  hoi*ses  of  the  Wilkes  breed  a*  w^ell  as 
Merino  siieep.  Short-horn  cattle  and  other  excvl- 
h*nt  varieties.  lie  is  also  an  equal  |>artner  with 
iiis  two  brothei-s  in  the  ownership  of  the  grist  mill 
at  Brighton.  I  lis  political  views  have  brought 
him  into  sympathy  with  the  IX»mocratie  party 
with  which  lie  votes  and  for  whose  succe^  he  L*^ 
earn  est  I  v  solicitous. 


I  '■  i*^ 


•$#$* 


^f*m 


SKAKL  SPKARS.  The  fcmndations  of  societv 
are  laid  in  the  agricultural  districts,  and 
among  the  farming  material  which  builds  up 
all  so<ial  and  (hiancial  structures.  We  are  jarniti- 
tied  to  he  able  to  present  in  this  AutiM  life  sket<'hes 
of  many  of  the  representative  farmers  of  LcK'ke 
Township,  Ingham  County,  and  among  them  we 
name  with  pleasure  the  citizen  whose  name  we  here 
lifive.  He  is  a  native  (»f  Krie  Countv,  N.  Y.,  and 
was  born  May  10,  1821>.  His  parents,  Ezra  and 
Mehitable  Spears,  were  natives  of  New  Hampshire. 
When  the  bov  was   onlv  three  veai*s  old  his  father 

•  •  • 

was  taken  from  him  bv  <leath,  and  he  was  earlv 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources.  lie  and  bis 
mothei'  were  devotedh'  attached  to  each  r>ther  and 
until  her  death  which  occurred  in  her  eijrhtv- 
third  vear,  she  made  her  home  with  him. 

Our  subject  attained  his  majority  in  his  native 
State  and  having  i*eceived  the  rudiments  of  an 
e<bication.  he  has  ever  ende;iv()recl  to  supplemenl 
those  ocfint  advant;igoti  by  a  thorough  and  pei*6i5>l- 
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ent  course  of  reading.  His  first  marriage  took 
place  in  1850  in  New  York,  and  his  bride  was 
liadu^l  Miller,  who  l)ecarae  the  mother  of  one  son, 
Ezra.     She  passed  from  earth  in  1847. 

The  present  Mrs.  Spears  was  previous  to  her 
marriage  to  our  subject,  in  1865,  Mrs.  Sarah 
Stoughton,  widow  of  L.  B.  Stoughton,  of  Ingham 
County,  a  pioneer  in  this  section.  The  two  chil- 
dren of  this  marriage  are  Rachel  M.  and  Rhoda  E. 
Mi's.  Si>ears  is  a  native  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and  was 
boin  April  14,  1830.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Paul 
and  Sarah  Clay,  both  of  Eastern  birth,  and  her 
father  was  a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812.  She  was 
reared  in  Canada  until  she  reached  her  seventeenth 
year,  and  then  came  with  her  brother  to  Ingham 
County.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had  six 
children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely: 
Esther  M.,  Mrs.  Bristo;  Sarah  S.,  Mrs.  Clark 
and  Lillian  L.,  Mrs.  Barager.  Mr.  and  Mi's. 
Spears  are  active  membei-s  of  societ}*^  and  use- 
ful in  every  department  of  life.  Eighty-five 
acres  constitute  the  whole  farm  which  has 
been  gained  through  the  united  efforts  of  this 
worthy  couple.  He  is  independent  in  politics  and 
casts  his  ballot  according  to  his  best  judgment  and 
his  honest  convictions. 


AMUEL  N.  HUFF.  Among  the  many  en- 
terprising farmei*s  that  distinguish  Meri- 
dian Township  as  one  of  the  most  progress- 
ive in  the  Ingham  County  sisterhood,  there 
is  no  sturdier  son  of  toil  than  he  whose  name  is 
at  the  head  of  this  sketc^h.  Ilis  father,  Thomas  C. 
Huff,  was  born  in  Napanee,  Canada,  in  1826,  and 
died  there  in  his  sixty-third  year.  He  was  a  black- 
smith  by  occupation  but  engaged  also  in  farming. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  the  owner  of  a 
fine  tract  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Lena- 
wee County,  lying  on  Lake  Ontario  in  town- 
ship 4. 


%  native  of  New  York,  but  who  went  to  Canada 
at  an  early  day.  The  maiden,  name  of  our  sub- 
ject's mother  was  Isabelle  Sills.  She  was  a  native 
of  Canada,  where  she  still  i*esides.  The  natal  day 
of  our  subject  was  August  30,  1859,  and  he  was 
born  in  Napanee,  Canada.  The  first  eighteen 
yenm  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Canada,  where  he 
helped  his  father  on  the  farm  and  in  the  black- 
smith shop,  but  desiring  to  work  in  a  country  that 
offered  greater  advantages  to  a  poor  man,  and 
being  of  a  self-reliant  nature,  he  came  to  Michigan 
and  settled  at  Grass  Lake  as  a  blacksmith.  He 
made  it  a  plan  to  work  in  the  best  shops  in  Mason, 
Lansing,  Saginaw  and  in  other  places  that  he  might 
become  acquainted  with  the  different  methods  em- 
ployed by  the  various  mechanics.  In  this  way  he 
obtained  a  minute  knowledge  of  the  different 
branches  of  his  trade  and  was  enabled  to  do  work 
that  was  beyond  the  ability  of  the  average  black- 
smith. 

In  due  course  of  time  our  subject  located  in 
Okemos,  where  he  remained  for  seven  years,  mak- 
ing the  most  of  his  opportunities.  In  1879  he  was 
in  a  position  to  purchase  a  fine  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  and  a  half  acres  of  land  on  sections 
15  and  16,  now  occupied  by  him.  He  has  been  in- 
terested in  mixed  husbandry  since  that  time  and 
his  efforts  have  been  successful  to  a  gratifying  de- 
gree. In  1876  Mr.  Huff  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Lavina  Strayer.  From  this  union  one  child 
was  l)orn,  Mary  Jane  Huff.  The  little  one  was, 
however,  soon  left  motherless.  Our  subject  was 
again  happily  married,  his  bride  being  Mi-s.  Mary 
A.  Button,  their  marriage  l>eing  solemnized  in 
1879.  Mi-s.  Huff  was  born  October  23,  1849,  near 
Lockport,  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Danforth  and  Margaret  (Grum)  But- 
ton, now  of  Alaiedon  Township,  where  the  former 
is  H  prominent  farmer.  Mrs.  Huff's  maternal 
grandparents  came  from  Scotland  and  located  in 
Mason,  where  they  engaged  in  the  mercantile  trade 
until  the  time  of  their  death.  The  union  of  our 
subject  and  the  present  Mrs.  Huff  has  been  blest 
by  the  advent  of  two  children — Maggie  B.,  born 
August  23,  1883  and  Bessie,  born  August  30,  1889. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  is  in  politio> 


Samuel  Huff,  the  paternal  grandsire  of   him  of 
whom. we  wiite,  was  also  a  prosperous  farmer  and  j  a  strong  Democrat*    In  1890  he  was  elected  High- 
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way  Commissioner  of  the  township.  Mr.  Huff 
merits  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  him  and  he  has 
demonstrated  a  thriftiness  that  many  less  pros|K'r- 
ous  farmers  might  well  imitate. 


IMON  W.  DICKERSCJN.  The  farmers  and 
fruit-raisers  of  Marion  Township,  Living- 
ston County,  have  among  their  numl)er 
many  whose  intelligence,  activity  and  enter- 
prise are  a  credit  alike  to  tliemselves  and  the 
county  in  which  they  make  their  home.  These 
help  to  give  to  Livingston  County  a  standing  for 
intelligence,  productiveness  and  business  ability 
which  enriches  everv  farmer    within  its    }K)unds. 

Mr.  Dickerson,  who  resides  on  section  1 1 ,  Mar- 
ion Township,  was  bom  in  New  York  in  1836. 
His  father,  David  Dickerson,  a  New  Y'ork  farmer, 
was  l>orn  in  Vermont  in  1806  and  there  received 
a  common-school  education.  He  was  married  in 
1830  to  Lucy,  daughter  of  Waitstill  Smitii,  who 
had  five  children  of  whom  Lucy  w'as  fourth  in  or- 
der of  birth,  being  born  in  1812. 

The  father  of  our  sul)ject  came  to  Michigan  and 
settled  on  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Marion 
Township,  in  1836.  He  soon  Ijcgan  to  burn  lime 
from  marl,  producing  as  much  as  thirty-two  hun- 
dred bushels  in  one  year  at  wiiich  time  his  son. 
Simon,  was  the  manager  of  this  business.  The  pa- 
rents had  six  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the 
third,  and  they  gave  to  them  the  l>est  educational 
advantages  which  tliey  could  secure  and  brought 
them  up  in  tlie  faith  and  practices  of  the  Christian 
religion  as  both  parents  were  earnest  and  active 
menibei*s  in  the  Methodist  Kpiseo pal  Church,  where 
David  Dickerson  w^as  Steward  for  nianv  veal's.  He 
was  a  worker  for  the  Republican  party  but  never 
held  any  ottices.  His  first  lionie  in  tiie  West  was  a 
log  house  and  he  afterward  bujU  one  of  stone.  This 
early  settler  died  in  1884. 

At  twentv-one  yeai-s  of  age  Simon  W.  Dickerson 
began  to  work  the  old  farm  on  shares  and  three 
years  later,  in  185^,  he  felt  that  he  was  thoroughly 
enough  eatablisbed  in  life  to  tajictg  himself  a  wife. 


I  His  bride,  Amanda  Kingsley,  was  bom  in  New 
York  in  1834  and  she  is  now  the  proud  and  happy 
mother  of  .seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  still 
on  earth.  Alma  and  Freddie  were  early  called 
away  from  this  life;  l^wis  J.  is  married,  haviDg 
chosen  rs  his  bride  Fannie  Laire,  and  he  has  two 
children.  The  four  children  who  are  still  beneath 
the  |>arental  roof  are  Edwin  K.,  Lucy,  Ida  and 
Lillian. 

In  1 8()()  our  subject  purchased  ninety-five  aero 
of  land  to  which  he   has  added   until  he  now  h» 
one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  and    one-half  acresw 
His  eldest  son,  Lewis,   has  purchased  of  his  father 
some  seventy  acres  on  section  10.  which  were  once 
a  part  of  the  home  farm.     In  the   Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  Mr.  Dickerson   acts  as  Steward  and 
Trustee  and  \yoth  he  and   his  wife  ai*e  active  mem- 
l)ers  therein.  He  is  identified  with  the  Farmers' Al- 
liance but  ordinarily  votes  the  liepublican  ticket,  al- 
though he  is  not  a  man  who   is  closely   bound  by 
party  ties.     The  principles  of  the  Republican  party 
are  dearly  prized  by  him,  but  he  is  growing  to  feel 
more  and  more  that  all   issues  must  be  subsidiary 
to  that  of   throwing   the   saloon   power  from  the 
throne    which    it    has    erected    in     tha    political 
arena. 


H4^ 


|m|»«§»«|. 


•M-M- 


•M-M- 


HOMAS  AND  JOHN  McGIVENY.  These 
brothel's  who  are  so  well  known  through- 
out Oceola  Township,  Livingston  County 
jis  being  together  engaged  in  a  general  farming 
business  on  section  5,  ai'e  both  natives  of  Oceola 
Township,  where  Thomas  was  born  April  27,  1843, 
and  John  June  10,  18-44.  Their  father,  John  Mc- 
Giveny,  a  native  of  Ireland,  was  l)orn  in  1785  and 
was  a  weaver  by  trade  who  came  to  New  York  in 
1810.  There  he  settled  on  an  unimproved  fai'in 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  after  im- 
proving he  sold,  and  made  his  home  for  some  time 
in  New  Orleans. 

The  family  finally  came  North  and  settling  in 
Oceola  Township,  Livingston  County,  took  up 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acr^  of  Govenisiwt  laad 
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ou  section  5,  and  there  built  a  log  house  16x30 
feet  in  dimensions  and  began  clearing  away  the 
trees  and  cultivating  the  soil.  Margaret  Conklin, 
had  become  the  wife  of  John  McGiveny,  Sr.,  in 
Ireland  and  she  is  now  living  having  reached  a 
good  old  age,  but  the  father  passed  away  after 
attaining  to  eighty-five  years.  He  was  a  Democrat 
in  his  political  affiliations  and  was  earnest  in  his 
advocacy  of  the  principles  of  that  party. 

Five  daughters  and  five  sons,  were  granted  to 
this  worthy  couple,  the  two  eldest  being  Tbonins 
and  John  of  whom  we  now  write,  while  James 
was  born  in  1846;  Bridget  who  is  now  de- 
ceased; Margaret  was  bom  in  1848  and  died  in 
1890,  and  Mary  who  was  born  in  1850,  married 
William  Robb  in  1871  and  is  the  mother  of  nine 
children.  Next  came  Kate  who  was  bom  in  1852 
and  is  now  in  Detroit  and  Martha  who  was  born 
in  1854  and  married  William  Kallahan  and  has 
four  children.  Edward  was  bom  in  1850  and 
died  at  the  age  of  five  years  and  the  youngest 
child  was  Martin,  who  was  born  in  1851  and  died 
in  1853.  The  parents  of  our  subject  &re  blessed  in 
grand-children,  having  nine  who  are  the  children 
of  their  daughter,  Mary,  Mi*s.  Robb,  their  names 
being  Anna,  John  H.,  William,  Ella,  Istibel,  Mary, 
Thomas,  Aggie  and  Rose,  and  four  who  are  the 
children  of  their  daughter  Martha,  Mrs.  Kallahan, 
whose  names  are:  Mary,  Margaret,  Veronica  and 
Monica. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  the  men  of  whom 
we  write  were  Irish  by  birth  and  their  names  were 
John  and  Mary  (Sheridan)  McGiveny,  Mary  being 
a  cousin  of  Gren.  Philip  Sheridan;  they  were  the 
parents  of  two  sons.  The  maternal  giandfather 
was  John  Conklin,  also  a  native  of  Ireland.  The 
father  of  our  subjects  cast  his  first  vote  in  America 
for  Andrew  Jackson.  Thomas,  the  eldest  scm  has 
n^ver  married  but  John  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Anna  Kallahan  and  is  by  her  the  fathei  of 
two  daughters  and  two  sons,  namely:  Mary  J., 
who  was  born  October  13,  1879,  John,  born  Sep- 
tember 22,  1884,  Margaret,  June  21,  1886.  and 
Thomas,  December  15,  1888. 

John  McGiveny,  the  eldest  of  our  two  subjects, 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  our  nation  March  22, 
1865,  entering  Company    B.,   Fifteenth  Michigan 


Infantry  and  being  in  the  service  for  six  months. 
He  spent  most  of  the  time  at  Washington  and 
Louisville,  Ky.,  and  was  confined  six  weeks  in  a 
hospital  in  the  latter  city  and  two  weeks  in  a  hos- 
pital at  Detroit. 

The  brothers  have  on  their  place  some  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  head  of  sheep  and  sell  on  an  aver- 
age every  year  from  $500  to  $700  worth  of  wool. 
They  also  have  fifteen  head  of  horses.  Thomas 
has  held  the  office  of  County  Commissioner,  Post- 
master and  School  Moderator.  They  are  both 
Democrats  in  their  political  views  and  take  an  in- 
telligent intei*e8t  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  country 
of  their  adoption. 


^ 


ylLLIAM  H.  VAN  DERCOOK.  The  hon- 
orable lineage  of  our  subject  is  a  matter 
of  just  pride  in  the  family,  as  his  grand- 
father was  the  William  H.  VanDercook  who  came 
from  Holland  with  his  father,  William,  in  the 
Colonial  days,  when  the  father  became  notable  as 
a  participant  in  the  Revolutionary  conflict.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  were  Isaac  and  Abigail 
(Haze)  VanDei*cook,  and  their  son,  our  subject, 
was  bom  in  Green  Oak,  Oakland  County,  Mich., 
October  27,  1836,  and  in  time  he  became  a  farmer 
of  Cohoctah  Township,  Livingston  County. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  farmer  in 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and  his  large  family,  John, 
Young,  William,  Isaac,  Michael,  Alfred,  Lester, 
Susan,  Catherine,  Iluldah  and  Phoebe,  all  grew  to 
years  of  maturity.  The  father  of  this  numerous 
household  came  from  New  York  to  Michigan  in 
the  early  pioneer  times,  settling  in  Sumter,  Wayne 
County,  about  the  year  1825,  where  he  has  died 
since  the  days  of  the  Civil  War,  and  his  wife  sur- 
vived him  for  several  years. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  who  was  born  in 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  came  to  Michigan  with  his 
parents  and  removed  to  Oakland  County  about 
1832,  but  on  the  10th  of  April,  1838,  he  lo 
cated  in  Livingston  County,  making  his  home 
upon  two  hundred  acres  of   land   on    sections   35 
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and  36,  in  Cohoctab  Township.  Hero  he  has 
l)eeome  a  well-known  and  important  citizen,  and 
lK»i*ides  the  ofliee  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  he  has 
tilled  numerous  local  oflices.  His  wife  died  March 
24,  1886,  having  l)een  the  mother  of  nine  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  he  saw  grow  to  years  of  nia- 
turitv,  namelv:  Cornelia,  Sarah,  Esther,  William, 
Lyman,  Lorenzo  and  Alfred. 

He  of  whom  we  write  Ciirried  out  the  patriotic 
record  of  his  family  l)y  enlisting  in  Company  K, 
Twenty-first  Michigan  Regiment,  and  his  brother 
Lyman  enlisted  in  the  same  regiment  as  wagon- 
master,  while  Ix)renzo  was  a  private  in  the  same 
company.  The  father  of  these  sons  took  i)ari  in 
the  war  which  was  waged  many  years  ago  Ix^tween 
Ohio  and  Michigan,  and  he  was  identified  with  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  The  original  of  this 
sketch  had  his  early  training  upon  the  farm,  and 
received  the  ordinarv  education  which  could  be 
obtained  in  Michigan  during  his  boyhood.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-two  he  lK?gan  life  for  himself 
by  lumbering  in  the  pine  woods,  and  two  yeai*s 
later  he  was  married  and  settled  down  to  cultivate 
a  farm  of  sixtv-seven  acres  on  section  1,  Howell 
Township.  Here  he  resided  for  five  yeai-s,  and 
then  removed  to  Oak  Orove,  where  he  entered  the 
mercantile  business.  In  March,  l87o,  he  lM)ught 
one  hundred  acres  on  section  14,  Cohoctah  Town- 
ship, where  he  luis  since  resided,  juid  upon  wliich 
he  lias  built  a  handsome  home. 

When  tliis  vouny:  man  left  his  home  to  eiii^aije 
in  work  for  himself,  his  father  gave  him  only 
¥l,  and  this  is  the  ca|>ital,  as  far  as  money 
goes,  up(ni  which  he  has  based  his  succes**  in  life, 
leather  let  us  ^av  his  capital  was  his  sturdv 
strength,  hi^  resolution,  his  willingness  to  work 
and  his  undaunted  perseverance.  He  at  one  time 
owned  two  farms  in  the  township  i)f  Howell,  one 
of  sixtv-seven  acres  and  the  other  of  one  hundred 
and  five  acres,  and  these  he  sold  before  buving 
the  property  where  lie  now  resides.  He  also  owns 
eighty  acres  in  Deertield  Township.  He  lias 
served  as  Justice  of  the    Peace    for    twelve    vears. 

ft 

His  military  service  began  Septemln^r  6,  18()4.  and 
he  received  his  honorable  discharge  at  Camp  Hlair   I 
June  5,  1865,  after  which  he  returned  to  his  farm. 
The  matrimonial  alliance  into  which  our  subject 


entered  June  2,  1861,  brought  to  his  home  a  faith- 
ful helpmate  in  the  person  of  Frances  A.  Martin, 
who  was  lx)m  in  the  township  of  Mil  ford,  Oakland 
County,  Novemlwr  11,  1843.  Her  i)arents.  Will- 
iam H.  and  Nancy  (Cooper)  Martin,  were  native* 
of  England  and  New  York,  whence  they  came  to 
Michigan.  The  two  children  of  our  subject  are 
Nellie,  the  wife  of  Noah  F.  Rieliardson,  and  Clara, 
who  is  at  home  with  her  parents.  The  Order  of 
the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  is  that  with  which 
Mr.  VanI)erciK>k  has  allied  himself,  and  l>oth  he 
and  his  wife  receive  expressions  of  the  highest 
esteem  in  the  s<K4al  circles  of  the  township. 


"_.  ON.  DANIEL  L.  CROSSMAN,  the  well- 
known  and  influential  banker  of  the  firm 
of  Crossman  k  Williams,  of  Williamstou, 
was  l>orn,  Noveml)er  4,  1836,  in  Cayuga 
Countv,  N.  v.,  and  in  1844  his  father.  Deacon 
Samuel  Crossman  removed  to  Dansville,  Mich., 
then  known  as  Ingham  Center,  and  there  estab- 
lished a  village  store.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  our 
subject  attended  a  school  at  Spring  Arbor,  which 
wa>  then  known  as  the  Michigan  Central  College. 
After  two  vears  of  studv  at  that  institution  he  be- 
gan  h'nching  hut  before  long  entered  into  partner- 
ship with  his  father  at  Dansville,  and  continued 
therein  for  three  >'eai*s.  He  then  bought  out  his 
father \s  interest  and  having  platted  the  town  and 
named  it  Dansville  he  continued  in  the  mercantile 
business  until  1871.  He  had  earlv  shown  great 
facility  in  the  management  of  business  and  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  lie  was  trusted  by  his  father  to  go 
to  New  York  and  l)uv  the  goods  necessarv  for  the 
business. 

After  leaving  Dansville,  Mr.  Crossman  came  to 
Williamstou  and  in  partnership  with  (George  (i. 
Whipple  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  grain  and 
carried  on  a  general  warehouse  business  until  187;'>, 
when  he  built  a  large  flouring  mill,  which  he  oper- 
ated until  it  burned  in  1888.  In  1874  he  had 
oi)ened  a  small  exchange  otiice  in  connection  with 
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his  tjrain  business,  and  thus  gradually  built  up  the 
bank  in  j;  int<^rest  which  now  so  largely  alworbs  liis 
attention,  lie  is  also  a  somewhat  extensive  landed 
proprietor  in  Ingham  County. 

The  ladv  wlio  in  1859  became  the  bride  of  Mr. 
Crossman,  was  Miss  X.  M.  Woodhouse,  a  daught<^r  of 
Joseph  Woodhouse,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
one  of  the  early  s<^ttlers  of  Livingston  County, 
Mich,  to  which  he  came  in  1889.  Two  children 
blessed  this  union,  a  son  who  passed  from  earth  at 
the  age  of  four  years  and  lone  W.,  who  is  now  the 
wife  of  Dr.  F.  W.  Shumway,  of  the  same  village. 

The  father  of  our  subject, Samuel  Crossman,  was 
born,  August  3,  1796,  in  Hillsdale,  Columbia 
County,  N.  Y^  and  belonged  to  one  of  the  oldest 
New  England  families.  In  boyliood  he  showed  a 
fondness  for  military  tactics  and  also  for  mechani- 
cal  occupations,  and  quite  early  he  was  both  buiUi- 
ing  committee  and  contractor  in  building  the 
Baptist  Church  in  Sennett,  X.  Y.  His  fii*st  mar- 
riage was  with  Philena  Sheldon  in  1819,  and  of 
their  six  children  two  died  in  early  life  and  the 
others  were  John  S.,  Philena  (Mrs.  Hill),  Louisa 
(Mrs.  Strong)  and  our  subject.  The  mother  of 
these  children  died  in  184;)  when  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  only  eight  yeai*s  old. 

The  second  marriage  was  with  Mary  A.  Sheldon 
who  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich,  still  survives  in  feeble 
health.  One  of  her  children  died  in  infancy  and 
the  other,  Charles  S.  is  in  business  in  New  York 
City.  After  giving  essential  and  eHicient  aid  in 
the  settlement  of  Dansville,  the  father  bought  land 
overlooking  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  built  for 
himself  a  home,  where  he  spent  the  rema  nder  of 
his  days,  dying  May  27,  1890  at  the  age  of  ninety- 
four  years.  He  was  ever  a  warm-hearted,  wise  and 
trusted  leader  in  all  good  works  and  was  a  meml)or 
of  the  liaptist  Church  for  nearly   three-score  velars. 

The  father  of  Samuel  Crossman  was  Lemuel 
Crossman,  a  native  of  Connecticut  whose  marriage 
with  a  Miss  Andress  l>rought  him  five  sons  and 
two  daughters.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  at  an  early 
day  removed  to  Hillsdale,  N.  Y.  and  after  a  few 
years  made  his  home  in  Onondagfa  County,  X.  Y., 
where  he  resided  until  death  ended  his  days. 

The  Hon.  1).  L.  Crossmaii  is  a  Republican  in  his 
political  views  and  cast  his  fii-st  Preiiiidential   vote 


for  Abraham  Lincoln.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  order  since  he  reached  his  majority 
and  is  now  a  Knight  Templar  and  has  been  High 
Priest  of  the  Williamston  Chapter  for  four  years. 
He  has  been  a  Notary  Public  from  the  time  he  was 
twenty-one  until  the  present  date,  and  has  filled 
the  offices  of  Township  Clerk  of  Ingham  County 
and  SuiKJrvisor  in  both  Ingham  and  Williamston 
Townships.  Both  in  this  village  and  in  Dansville 
he  was  for  a  number  of  terms  a  member  of  the 
village  Council  and  in  both  places  was  continu- 
ously for  years  School  Director.  He  served  for 
five  yeai-s  under  President  Lincoln  as  Postmaster 
at  Dansville  and  in  I860  became  Assistant  Clerk  in 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

In  1867  Mr.  Crossman  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of 
Michigan,  representing  the  second  District  of  Ing- 
ham County  and  continued  in  this  office  for  two 
terms,  four  years,  lieginning  in  1873  he  was  for 
eighteen  yeai-s  chief  clerk  of  the  House  of  Repres- 
entatives, and  at  his  three  last  elections  he  received 
the  unanimous  vote  of  ever}'  member  of  that  body 
lK)th  Democrat  and  Republican.  For  six  years  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Ik)ard  of  Control  of  the  State 
Reform  School  and  for  the  last  two  years  of  that 
term  its  Treasurer.  In  1876  he  was  substituted  for 
one  of  the  presidential  electors  for  Rutherford  B. 
Hayes  and  was  subsquently  summoned  to  Wash- 
ington to  give  testimony  before  the  Electoral 
Commission.  He  has  now  retired  from  public 
olfice  on  account  of  his  health.  Mr.  Crossman 
helped  to  organize  the  Michigan  Miller's  Mutual 
Fire  Insumnce  Company,  and  for  six  yeai*s  was  its 
President  and  Adjuster,  until  he  was  no  longer 
able  to  travel  about  upon  its  business. 
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lifS|)KRX()X  C.  SMITH.  Although  business 
W  /  may  not  be  as  lively  at  a  small  "  corner 
grocery  store  "  in  a  Michigan  town  as  upon 
New  York's  famous  market  street,  known  as  Ful- 
ton Street,  or  Chicago's  commission  house  place. 
South  Water  Street,  one  finds  in  such  a  ])lace  as 
great   and    interesting   an    amount   of   undiluted 
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human  nature  as  in  metropolitan  thoroughfares. 
Nor  are  men  who  till  the  soil  necessarily  without 
ideas  relating  to  public  matters  and  doubtless 
Blaine  or  even  the  High  Priest  of  English  free 
trade — Gladstone  himself — could  profit  by  the 
ideas  and  opinions  advanced  by  their  followers 
while  seated  upon  the  top  of  a  herring  barrel  and 
whittling  a  stick.  Our  subject  enjo^'s  many  a 
good  story  and  many  a  fresh  bit  of  human  nature, 
as  displayed  by  the  frequenters  of  his  place  of 
business,  which  is  located  at  Fleming's  Corners, 
Howell  Township,  Livingston  County.  Mr.  Smith 
also  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  the  Postmaster 
of  this  place. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  this  county  and  dis- 
trict, having  been  born  on  section  28,  I)eceml)er  6, 
1838.  He  is  a  son  of  John  W.  and  Jane  W. 
(Campbell)  Smith,  natives  of  Ontario  County,  N, 
Y.,  and  Vermont  respectively.  Tlie  father  waJj  a 
farmer  and  a  mechanic  and  came  to  Michigan  in 
1834,  while  it  was  still  a  territory.  After  making 
a  prospecting  tour  which  proved  very  satisfactory 
to  him,  he  returned  to  New  York,  but  came  back 
to  Michigan  in  1836  and  located  on  section  28,  of 
this  township,  taking  up  a  tract  of  Government 
land  comprising  eighty  acres,  and  later  added  an- 
other forty  to  his  original  purcliase.  Therecm  he 
lived  ten  years,  engaged  in  making  his  farm  pro- 
ductive and  attractive. 

Our  subject's  father,  while  an  early  settler,  was 
honored  by  election  to  several  of  the  important 
offices  in  the  township.  He  was  the  fii-st  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  the  town  and  held  that  otiice  twenty- 
one  veai*d.  lie  was  also  the  fii-st  PostmastCT  out- 
side  of  the  village  of  Howell,  and  continued  in 
that  capacity  until  1864.  He  was  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  the  township  and  when  his 
decea.se  occurred,  January  10,  1871,  his  loss  was 
felt  to  l)e  an  irreparable  one  by  friends  and  asso- 
ciates, as  well  as  in  his  immediate  family.  As  a 
pioneer  lie  witnessed  tlie  growth  of  the  country 
and  saw  it  change  from  a  wilderness  to  one  of  the 
most  fertile  agricultural  regions  in  the  Union.  In 
an  early  day  he  shot  a  gray  eagle  of  immense 
size.  It  measured  nine  feet  from  tip  to  tip  of  itv*< 
outspread  wings.  The  first  court  held  in  this 
township  was  presided  over  by  John  Smith.     Po- 


litically he  was  a  Democrat,  his  early  training 
lieing  in  that  direction.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  He  and  liis  wife  were  the 
parents  of  four  children,  our  subject  being  the 
eldest.  He  was  followed  by  Mary,  now  Mrs. 
George  H.  Shipman.  Then  came  Frank  P.,  at  the 
present  time  residing  in  Lansing,  the  youngest  of 
the  family  being  Ella  R,  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Eicher. 
The  mother  still  survives  and  makes  her  home 
with  her  youngest  daughter.  She  Is  seven ty-fonr 
3'ears  of  age. 

The  orignal  of  this  sketch  was  reared  a  farmer, 
receiving  his  education  at  Fleming's  Comers  and 
the  village  of  Howell.  He  lived  at  home  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  at  which  time  he  en- 
listed in  Company  K,  Ninth  Michigan  Infantry. 
He  remained  with  the  regiment  one  year  and  was 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  two  balls 
lodging  in  his  right  shoulder.  These  he  still 
carries  as  souvenirs  of  that  bitter  experience 
through  which  he  passed  in  company  with  other 
heroes  of  the  nation.  Incapacitated  from  active 
service  he]  was  discharged  at  Camp  Chase,  Ohio, 
in  1862,  but  recovering  he  re-enlisted  in  the  fall 
in  Company  C,  Fourth  Michigan  Calvary,  which 
is  distinguished  by  its  capture  of  the  President  of 
the  Confederacy  and  the  General -in-Chief  of  South- 

ft- 

em  forces — JefTei*son  Davis.  Our  subject  was 
ScTgeant  of  his  regiment  and  served  faithfully 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  during  the  latter  jiart 
of  which  he  was  on  detatched  duty.  He  served 
in  many  battles  until  that  of  I^vejoy  Station, 
when,  his  horse  l)eing  shot  under  him  it  rolled 
with  its  whole  weight  upon  him  and  so  disabled 
was  our  subject  that  he  was  again  incapacitated  for 
duty.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Murfree4»boro  on 
the  13th  of  July,  1861.  He  was  kept  in  dur- 
ranee,  however,  only  seven  daN's,  l>eing  exchanged 
at  the  end  of  that  time.  On  another  occasion 
while  engaged  in  a  skirmish  he  was  taken  prisoner 
twice  in  one  day,  was  once  recaptured  and  onw 
escaped.  He  escaped  many  of  the  hardshi])s  of 
the  soldiers  as  regards  disease,  having  only  measles, 
typhoid  fever  and  chills  and  fever.  He  was  in 
the  hospital  three  times  while  sick  and  hurt. 

After  Mr.   Smith's  return    from   the  war  he  re- 
sumed farming,  but  later  went  to  Lansing  and  was 
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there  enga^red  in  a  shop  as  manufacturer  of  sash 
and  blinds  for  seventeen  years.  On  giving  up  this 
position  he  entered  the  business  of  agriculture 
again  and  was  thus  engaged  for  three  years.  He 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  giving  his  atten- 
tion to  general  farming.  Thinking  to  better  his 
condition  he  sold  the  fann  and  came  to  the  i)lace 
where  he  is  now  located  in  1890.  He  first  rented 
liis  place  and  purchased  it  in  1890.  He  has  been 
the  proprietor  of  the  store  and  Postmaster  since 
July,  1890. 

Our  subject  hjis  held  the  oflice  of  Constable  of 
tliis  township  at  three  different  times  and  April  last 
was  again  elected.  Mr.  Smith  was  married  in  April, 
1884,  his  bride  being  Miss  Jennett^  Wells,  of  How- 
ell; she  is  a  daughter  of  .Tehial  and  Elizabeth 
(Steward)  Wells,  natives  of  New  York,  who  came 
to  Michigan  in  1849,  soon  after  settling  in  Howell 
Township.  Two  bright  cliildren  are  the  fruit  of 
this  union — Katie  B.  and  Matie  B.  Politically  he 
of  whom  we  write  follows  in  the  footstej^s  of  his 
father,  l)eing  an  ardent  and  uncompromising  Dem- 
(KTat.  He  l)elongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the 
township. 
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^,,^A  ISS  L.  ANNA  BALLARD,  M.  D.  In  the 
jl  '  1  capital  city  of  Michigan  there  is  no  more 
A  popular  or  well-known  physician  than  the 
lady  whose  name  initiates  this  sketch,  and 
whose  portrait  is  presented  on  the  opposite  page. 
She  is  a  woman  of  intellectual  superiority,  of 
pleasing  presence  and  manners,  yet  of  striking  in- 
dividuality. In  the  twelve  years  which  she  has 
devoted  to  iier  profession  in  this  city  she  has 
earned  an  enviable  reputation  in  the  community 
and  State  and  among  the  profession,  as  well  as  a 
profitable  and  extensive  practice  which  calls  her  to 
all  parts  of  the  State  for  counsel  among  women. 
Her  success  in  business  has  been  such  that  at  the 
death  of  her  father  the  family  made  her  their 
choice  to  administer  the  affaii*s  of  the  estate. 

Dr.  Ballard's    paternal  grandfather    was    Vrnd- 


eric  Ballard,  who  was  bom  in  New  Hampshire  and 
died  in  Sparta,  Ohio,  at  the  good  old  age  of  eighty- 
nine  years.  His  eldest  son,  Appleton  Ballard,  was 
born  in  Hanover.  N.  IL,  July  1,  1809.  When  he 
was  a  boy  the  family  removed  to  Vermont.  Here 
he  met  Epiphene  Ellen  wood,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried in  1830.  In  1836  the  family  removed  to 
Sparta,  Ohio.  In  1848  they  came  to  I^nsing,  Ing- 
ham County,  before  the  day  of  railroads  in  this 
State,  spending  two  weeks  on  the  road.  Four  sons 
enlisted  when  the  war  broke  out,  one  being  but 
seventeen  years  old.  One  found  a  grave  in  Vir- 
ginia, the  othttrs  returned,  all  with  battle  marks. 

Mr.  Ballard  spent  the  early  3'ears  of  his  man- 
hood as  a  shoemaker,  later  as  a  merchant,  and  the 
last  ye^rs  as  a  vegetable  gardener,  paying  unusual 
attention  to  the  propagation  of  choice  new  varie- 
ties of  vegeta!)les.  He  was  the  owner  of  forty 
acres  of  land  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  city. 
Before  he  died  he  had  platted  this  into  city  lots, 
and  the  farm  is  now  known  as  Ballard's  Addition 
to  the  city  of  I^nsing.  In  his  political  preference's 
he  was  a  Republican  and  a  strong  advocate  of  tem- 
perance, even  radical  on  that  subject.  He  became 
a  Christian  at  twenty-  years  of  age  and  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  life  was  connected  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  body  he  was 
for  many  years  a  Class-leader.  His  whole  life  was 
marked  by  his  Christian  faith  and  zeal.  His  hon- 
esty  and  integrity  were  unimjjeachable.  A  man  of 
large  sympathies  and  generous  impulses,  he  was 
charitable,  l)oth  in  his  opinion  of  othei^s  and  his 
conduct  toward  them.  His  laijt  words  were,  *'  I  am 
near  the  end,  my  soul  is  ready.''  He  died  Octo- 
ber 26,  1885. 

Epiphene  Ellenwood  was  born  in  Halifax,  Nova 
Scotia,  September  9,  1809.  She  was  the  only 
daughter  of  David  Ellenwood,  who  was  Captain 
and  owner  of  a  merchant  sailing  craft  between  the 
West  Indies  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  whose  death 
occurred  on  the  sea.  Some  years  after  the  death 
of  the  father  the  Ellenwood  family  removed  to 
Vemiont  where  the  daughter  married  Appleton 
I^llard.  Mi's.  Ballard  was  the  mother  of  ten  chil- 
dren and  cared  for  three  motherless  grandchildren 
during  their  early  years.  She  was  a  wise,  tender, 
patient,  faithful  wife  and  mother.  She  died  March 
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31,  1888,  at  the  re!!iiclonccM)f  Dr.  lialhird  with  whom 
jshe  had  made  her  home  after  her  hiisl)an<rs  death. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ballard  eelelirated  tlieir  <j:olden  wed- 
ding on  ThankstJfiving  Day,  Noveml^er  2(),  1880,  at 
which  time  tliey  wH*re  tlie  recipients  of  sinoerest 
congratulations  and  >ul)stantial  rememhrances 
from  hosts  of  friends. 

The  entire  family  of  ten  children  lived  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood.  James  Allen,  the  eldest, 
enlisted  in  1861  in  the  Third  Michij^an  Infantry, 
serving  his  country  faithfully  until  he  dropped 
dead  on  one  of  those  Virginia  marches,  a  victim  of 
heart  disease.  May  ;'),  18()1;  Sin<lenia  A.  marrie<l 
Dr.C;.  W.  Top[)ing.  of  DeWitt,  Clinton  County, 
Mich.;  Davi<l  E.  l)ecame  a  pioneer  settler  of  Kan- 
sas. Aft^ir  st»eing  that  State  through  its  tn^uhulous 
times  he  enlisted  early  in  the  war  and  was  made 
Quartermaster-(ieneral  of  his  regiment,  lie  has 
continued  a  citizen  of  Kansas,  heinif  twice  elected 
to  the  J^»gislature.  For  some  years  he  has  rc>ide<l 
at  I^llard*s  Falls,  Wjishingtou  County,  owning 
there  a  magniticent  farm  of  eighteen  hundred  nci'cs. 
besides  valuable  property  at  the  county  scat.  He 
has  a  familv  of  nine  children;  Ilcnrv  I),  also  en- 
listed  in  1861,  in  the  Second  Regiment,  Michigan 
Sharpshooters,  in  which  he  did  faithful  service 
until  disabled  bv  a  bulh't  wound  in  tlu'  shoulder, 
when  he  was  transferred  to  hospital  MMvicc  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  lie  is  engaged  in  gaidiMiing 
near  Oshkosh,  Wis. ;  Kunicc,  who  \\ji>  posso-ed  of 
an  adventurous  spirit  and  nii>sion;n\  /i*m1.  for  some 
veal's  tauirht  (lovernment  Indian  schools  ;it  Sn ult 
St.  Marie,  and  at  Mt.  Pleasant.  At  the  Intter  place 
she  married  Alhert  Bowker.  After  removing  to  a 
farm  in  Oliver,  Clinton  County,  she  died  leaving 
a  young  child;  Alonzo,  who  went  to  the  wnr  at  the 
age  of  seventeen,  in  the  First  Regiment  of  Michi- 
gan Sharpshooters,  lui.s  alsc)  adopted  Kansas  Un  his 
home,  and  is  a  successful  merchant  in  Barnes.  Wash- 
ington County;  Kverett,  the  youngest  son.  is  still 
a  resident  of  the  (Ad  home  place  in  Lansing;  Dr. 
Ballard  is  the  next  in  order  of  age:  Sarah  M. 
married  William  K.  West,  and  is  living  at  Lansing; 
Alice,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  after  graduating 
from  the  Lansing  High  School,  took  a  si'lcct  course 
in  Boston  Cniversity,  and  while  there  married  her 
cousin,  W.  O.  Crosby,  professor  of  geology  in  the 


Massachusi*tts  School  of  Tec»hnology.     Their  honu* 
is  a  few  miles  out  of  I^)ston. 

Dr.  L.  Anna  liallard  was  lx)rn  in  this  citv  .lulv 
21,  1848,  the  family  having  come  to  the  State  the 
April  previous.  Her  early  life  was  ssijcnt  liei-e  and 
she  was  educated  in  the  city  schools  and  in  the 
Misses  Rodger's*  Female  College,  which  in  thoee 
ycai-s  was  a  center  of  cidture,  and  from  which  her 
eldest  sister  had  graduated  liefore  her.  AiX^r  en- 
gaging in  teaching  for  two  yeai-s  she  entered  the 
drug  store  of  Dr.  Toj)ping,  at  l)e  Witt,  where  she 
continued  for  three  yeai>a*<  drug  clerk  and  student 
of  medicine.  Then  taking  a  course  in  the  medical 
de})artment  (»f  Michigan  Cniversity,  she  went  tu 
Chicago  and  continued  her  studii*s,  s|>endiug  six 
nu)nths  as  dispensary  physician  in  the  Hospital  for 
Women  and  Children,  which  is  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  Dr.  Mary  II.  Thcmipson.  Following  thi^ 
she  entered  the  Woman's  Medical  Collejre  of  Chi- 
cago,  from  which  she  wa*<  graduated  in  the  spring 
of  1878,  receiving  the  degiee  of  Doctor  of  Medi- 
cine. On  com|)i*titive  examination  she  was  given 
the  position  of  resident  physician  in  the  Hospital 
for  Women  and  Children,  which  she  retaine<1  six 
months.  To  accniire  still  more  knowled«re  and 
skill  to  administer  to  the  ills  of  hunianitv.  she  de- 
voted  a  few  months  more  to  the  work  of  disjH*ns.*irv 
vi>iting  physician,  visiting  those  destitute  women 
who  wvvv  too  ill  to  go  to  the  dispensary. 

Thus  cipiipped  for  her  life  work,  in  April.  187l». 
Dr.  Ballard  returned  in  her  childhood's  home 
where  she  could  give  that  care  to  her  aged  father 
and  mother  that  their  declining  health  requii*e<l. 
She  ()pened  an  ottice  as  physician  and  surgeon  in 
the  central  part  of  the  city  and  with  pei*sistence 
won.  and  zealously  maintained  her  j)osition  in  the 
front  rank  of  the  i)rofession  in  the  citv.  She  wus 
oiu  of  the  organizers  of  the  lousing  Medical  S<> 
ciety  ill  1882,  at  whieh  time  she  was  elected  Secre- 
tary and  was  continued  in  the  position  for  seven 
years,  after  which  she  was  elected  President,  hold- 
ing the  chair  for  one  year.  At  the  death  of  Dr. 
Shank,  th(»  oldest  phy>ician  of  Lansing,  the  ix'culinr 
honor  was  paid  Dr.  Ballard  of  l)eino:  selected  hv 
him.  and  his  selection  heing  endorsed  hv  the  Med- 
ical  Society  to  deliver  an  address  at  his  funei-al  in 
hehalf  of  the  medical  profession.    In  this  effort  she 
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distin^iished  herself  by  the  eloquent  eulogy  paid 
tlie  deceased  friend  and  old  physician,  and  the 
noble  plea  made  for  the  profession.  For  further 
particulars  in  regard  to  this  see  sketch  of  Dr.  Shank 
in  another  portion  of  this  Album. 

Dr.  Ballard  has  always  taken  an  active  part  not 
only  in  all  progressive  movements  relating  to 
science  and  art  but  also  in  everything  that  prom- 
ises to  further  the  advancement  of  womankind  in 
every  avenue  of  life.     She   identified  herself  with 

ft' 

the  work  of  the  Lansing  Industrial  Aid  Society  in 
1879  and  for  several  veal's  has  lx»en  the  First  Vice- 
President  and  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees. 
She  is  associated  in  the  Lansing  Chapter  of  the 
Eastern  Star.  She  is  a  promising  member  of  the 
Lansing  Woman's  Club,  an  old  literary  society 
that  has  l)een  a  potent  agent  in  the  community 
for  the  elevati<m  of  literary  tastes  and  in  educat- 
ing  \U  memlx^rs  in  biLsiness  ventures,  as  it  owns 
it;5  building,  a  handsome  edifice  in  the  center  of 
the  city,  erected  in  1890,  and  in  which  property 
each  meml)i»r  is  a  stoc'kholder. 

More  than  ten  yeai-s  ago  Dr.  Ballard  found  a 
large  field  for  thought  and  effort  in  the  Woman's 
Christian  Temperance  I'nion.  She  has  given  earn- 
est lalKjr  to  this  work  and  <K*cupied  honomble  po- 
sitions. From  1887  to  1891  she  was  President  of 
the  Central  I'nion  of  I^i using.  In  the  HUite  or- 
ganizations she  has  filled  the  Su])erintcndencies  of 
Social  Purity  and  Legislation.  In  the  winter  of 
1887  she  led  the  effort  with  the  State  Legislature 
to  amend  the  law  on  '*age  of  consent/'  and  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  the  age  raised  from  ten  years  to 
fourteen  yeai-s.  Her  address  at  this  time  l)efore  the 
Joint  Judiciary  Committee  was  an  earnest  eloquent 
appeal,  and  was  so  highly  esteemed  that  one  of  the 
ablest  lawyers  in  the  Senate  asked  that  it  Ix*  pub- 
lished in  leaflet  form  and  assisted  in  its  distribu- 
tion to  the  legjil  fraternity  of  the  State. 

Dr.  Ballard's  church  relations  are  with  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  iM^dy,  l)eing  a  member  of  the  Cen- 
tral Church  of  this  city.  Here  too  she  has  not 
hesitated  to  exert  her  influence  in  a  progressive 
way,  and  with  a  logical  paper  took  part  in  a  pul)- 
lic  discussion  on  the  admission  of  women  to  the 
Methodist  (General  Conference.  The  Young  Wo- 
man's Christian  Asscxiation  finds  in  her  an  enthu- 


siastic worker  and  liberal  supporter,  and  with  her 
religious  tendencias  she  finds  in  this  organization 
an  ideal  avenue  for  work  of  heart  and  brain. 
With  the  pen  she  is  at  home  and  is  a  fluent  writer. 
The  Transactions  of  the  State  Medical  Society  of 
1886  contains  a  valuable  paper  presented  by  her  to 
the  society,  recording  original  work  and  study. 
She  is  the  author  of  some  of  the  Ixjst  literature 
circulated  by  the  Woman's  Christian  Tem|)erance 
Union.  She  takes  the  delight  of  an  educated  and 
cultivated  woman  in  current  literature,  and  being 
an  advanced  thinker  with  decision  of  character 
and  oj)inions,  but  with  modesty  and  deference  of 
manner,  she  is  an  interesting  conversationalist. 
Her  life  is  characterized  by  simplicity  and  integ- 
rity, which  with  her  earnestness  of  purpose  is  en- 
dearing her  to  a  large  circle  of  associates  socially 
as  well  as  professionalh\ 


V-; U 


=~"^' 


JLLIAM  J.  McHENCH,  M.  D.  The  gentle- 
man  of  whom  this  sketch  is  written,  is  a 
physician  whose  reputation  as  a  practi- 
tioner of  the  healing  art,  extends  far  beyond  his 
own  locality,  l>eing  of  an  intellectual!}'  assimila- 
tive nature  that  readily  ahsorbs  the  pith  and  truth 
of  every  new  and  important  discovery  in  the  fields 
of  pharmacy  and  chemistry.  A  scholar  by  nature, 
with  a  love  for  research,  our  subject  is  moreover,  a 
humanitarian  whose  pleasure  is  in  relieving  suffer- 
ing and  pain  rather  than  the  acquiring  merely  of 
a  reputation.  So  in  touch  with  Nature  is  he  of 
whom  we  write,  that  he  "finds  tongues  in  trees, 
books  in  the  running  brooks,  sermons  in  stones, 
and  good  in  everything." 

Dr.  McHench  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State, 
having  l)een  born  in  Schoharie  County,  September 
16,  1831.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  acquired 
the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the  district  school 
in  the  vicinity  of  his  home,  subsequently  tiiking  a 
two  years'  course  in  Malone  Academy.  In  the  fall 
of  1853,  after  completing  his  academic  course,  our 
subject   came   to    Michigan,  and  was  engaged  in 
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ti'su'liinu:  tliuing  one  term  of  rn-liool,  in  (ireeii  Oak 
Township,  Livinjifston  County,  the  following  year 
iKMn^tr  eno^aged  in  the  same  way  in  Brighton  Town- 
ship. In  the  meantime  his  plans  for  studying 
medicine  were  l)eing  mature<l,  an<l  all  his  subse- 
quent work  was  with  that  ohjeet  in  view. 

In  the  spring  of  18r)4  the  young  man  l>eg.*n» 
reading  medicine  wMth  Dr.  Ira  V.  Bingham,  of 
Brighton.  In  the  fall  of  IH').')  he  entered  the  med- 
ical department  of  the  State  Inivei-sity  at  Ann 
ArlH>r,  and  there  si)ent  three  years  in  the  pvusuit 
of  his  professional  studies,  graduating  with  the 
Class  of  'oH.  During  this  course  <»f  instruction  he 
of  whom  we  write  embraced,  not  only  every  oppor 
tunity  offered  in  the  regular  curriculum,  hut  car- 
ried on  special  studies.  During  the  >ummer  of 
1856  he  took  a  special  coui*se  in  analytical  chemis- 
try, and  also  gained  an  insight  into  the  revelations 
of  microscopy. 

Dr.  McHench  ass<K*iated  himself  in  IH;")?,  with 
Dr.  Bingham,  of  Brighton,  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine, and  ccmtinued  with  him  until  .Ian nary,  1H.')1>, 
when  he  removed  to  New  Hudson,  Oakland  Countv, 
where  he  practiced  until  the  following  ()(t<>hcr.  In 
the  fall  of  IHoJ)  he  went  to  Philadelphia,  when'  he 
took  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  .Icft'iMson  Medical 
School  and  Hospital:  his  many  friends  in  Brigh- 
ton, however  urged  him  >o  strongly  to  return  to 
that  village  that  he  did  so  in  the  spriiiiz  of  isijo, 
and  here  he  has  since  made  his  home,  al renting 
himself  at  intervals  that  he  miirlit  pursue  his  stud- 
ies in  the  K^istcrn  cities. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  went  to  Baltimore. 
.July  I.  1H(U.  and  passinir  an  e\aminati<ni.  enlei-ecl 
the  army  on  contract  as  aclinir  assistant  surircon. 
During  his  service  in  this  capacity,  he  had  sole 
charge  of  f<>Uf  wards  in  the  hospital  for  some  time 
and  here  he  gained  a  valiiahje  expeiicnce  in  sur- 
irery.  At  about  llii'  close  oi*  the  war.  Di'.  McHench 
returned  to  Brighton  and  ic>umed  lii^^  piacticc  In 
1870  he  went  to  New  ^'oik  and  t<»ok  a  special 
coui*se  of  lectures  on  diseases  of  the  e\e.  ear.  heart 
and  lungs,  and  also  paid  especial  attention  to  phy- 
sical diairnosis  i^enerallv  in  the  Bellevue  Hospital, 
enjoying  at  this  time  dissertations  on  tliesi'  subjects 
by  the  most  eminent  sju'cialists. 

In    the  year  1880.  our  subject  airain    visite(l   the 


American  metro|K)li.«*,  again  taking  a  like  sfjeeial 
covn*se  upon  the  dis€»ase>  of  tlie  throat,  el<^.  Dr. 
McHench.  as  is  seen  from  this  syno|>si^  of  his  i»n>- 
fessional  <'areer,  is  thon»ughlv  well  skilled  and  he 
now  enjoys  the  entire  confidence  of  the  |>opulace. 
and  has  a  most  profitable  practiet*  in  tlie  town  of 
Brighton.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write,  ba* 
more(»ver  many  advantages  of  mind  and  [x?rs(m: 
he  is  a  well-read  and  highly  cultivated  man.  In 
1876  he  was  appointed  as  one  of  the  four  delegate> 
fnun  Michigan  to  the  Centennial  Medical  Conven- 
tion that  c<mvened  at  Philadelphia**  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Oakland  Academy  i)f  Medicine:  is  a 
member  of  the  State  Medical  Sx'ietv,  and  also  of 
the  American  Medical  Society.  He  was  ap|K)inted 
a  d(»leirate  by  the  Oakland   Academv    of    Medicine 

•  •  • 

t(>  the  Medical  Ass<K*iation  wliich  met  in  Philadel- 
phia in  187<>,  and  was  also  appointed  !>v  the  State 
Association  as  delegate  of  the  cimvention  which 
met  in  New  York  City  in  1880. 

Dr.  McHench 's  wedded  life  dates  from  Novera- 
lu'r  18.  18(18,  when  he  married  Miss  Marffarel 
K.  Sowle,  of  Livinirton  Countv,  thiv>  State:  their 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  advent  of  one  daugh- 
ter, (ierlrude.  \\\\o  is  an  accomi)lished  vounsr  lady. 
She  has  atlen<led  the  High  Schools  of  Brighton  and 
Armada,  and  has  attained  great  i)roficiency  in  mu- 
sic, painting  and  French  at  the  school  at  St.  Clair. 
this  State.  The  l)(K*tor  is  the  fortunate  '  |H>ssessor 
of  a  lieautiful  home  in  Brighton;  it  is  a  frame  house 
of  imposing  size  and  style  of  architecture,  and  its 
interior  arrangement  and  furnishing,  is  marked 
l>v  a  refined  vet  rich  elegance,  sjivinir  evidemv 
that  it  is  the  home  of  culture.  Our  subject  is  a 
follower  of  the  political  doctrines  of  promulgated 
by  the  Kepiil)licnn  party.  In  his  religious  o[)inioii'> 
hi'  is  lilieral,  although  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Kpiscopal  Church. 

The  father  of  our  subject  wasAVilliain  McHench, 
a  native  of  Massachiis<-tts.  He  removed  to  Scho- 
harie County.  N.  Y,.  with  his  parents  when  about 
twelve  years  old.  and  lived  there  until  his  death. 
which  took  place  in  18(17.  He  was  a  siddier  in  the 
Patriot's  War.  having  the  iM)st  of  Ca])tain  inaNew 
^ Ork  regiment.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
Doctor  ^IcHench's  grandfather  came  to  this  coun- 
try direct Iv  from   Ireland,  although  his  irrandsoii 
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lH*Ueves  that  he  was  a  native  of  Si'otland,  a«  his 
grand  mother  was  a  native  of  that  country.  After 
coming  to  tlie  New  World,  he  first  settled  in  New 
Jei'sey,  thence  he  removed  to  Massachusetts,  and 
finally  settled  in  New  York.  Our  subject's  mother 
was  in  her  maiden  days  Miss  Ann  Ferguson,  a 
native  of  New  York,  lie  was  appointed  for  three 
years  by  Directors  of  the  Detroit  Medical  (*olleg<» 
as  one  of  the  Counselors  wh(K**e  dutv  it  was  to  ex- 
amine  students  for  graduation. 


@)*fl^^^^ 


c^^HKODOKE  R.  STALKY.  Among  the  ex- 
t<»nsive  and  prosperous  farmei-s  of  Howell 
-'  Township,  Livingstrm  County,  we  are  grat- 
ified to  place  before  our  readers  the  gentleman 
whose  name  we  now  give,  and  whose  pleasant 
farm  house  will  l)e  found  on  section  13,  of  the 
township  just  named.  He  is  of  East<n*n  birth, 
having  come  from  Montg<mierv  County,  N.  Y.,and 
his  natal  day  was  April  2i^  182;'). 

John  alid  Rebecca  (Devon peck)  Staley  were  the 
parent*  of  our  subject,  and  they  were  natives  of 
New  York,  who  had   an    extensive    farm   of  five 
hundred   acres  in  the  township  of    Florida.  Mont- 
tromerv  Countv,  N.  Y.,and  in  this  home  thev  lived 
an<l  die<l.     The  parents  of  .John  Staley  were  llen- 
drick  and  Rachel  Staley,  both  natives  of  (Jermany, 
who  after  cominiT  to  America  made  their  first  home 
in  New  Jersey   and    later   removed   to    New  York, 
where    they   passed   the  remainder   of    their  days. 
They  had  one  of  those    magnificent  farms  wiiich 
are  Xa  l)e  foun<l    in    the    Empire   State.     Ilendrick 
Stalev,   althouuh    a   f^Mciijner  by   birth   was  a  true 
patriot,  who  when  Washington    called  the   friends 
of  lilK?rty  to  arms,  left  his  plow  in  the  furrow  and 
shouldered   his  musket,  leavinir  his  wife  and  two 
children   to  the  providence   of  (iod.     This  heroic 
wife   sheltered  and  cared   for  her  children   duriniir 
his  absence,  and  when  the  Indians  j)ass<»d  through 
that  section,  burning  and    raiding  the   homes  and 
killing   the    whites,  >lie   shelteiiMl    luMself   ;md   lu*r 
children  on  the  hillside   amongst  the  underl>rush. 
Rebecca  Devonpeck  was  a  daughtesr  of  John  and 


Susan  Devonpeck  who  were  natives  of  Holland  and 
came  to  America  after  their  marriage,  and  tarried 
on  a  large  farm  in  Mcmtgomery  County,  where 
John  Devonpeck  also  pursued  the  trade  of  a  car- 
penter. .John  an<l  Rel^eccn  Staley  had  a  family  of 
seven  children,  only  four  of  whom  are  now  sur- 
viving. Their  names  were  Rachel,  now  Mrs.  De- 
(iraff;  John  H.;  (iarrett,  deceased;  Theodore  R.; 
Abniham,  who  died  in  the  war;  Winslow  P.,  de- 
ceased; and  Jacob  who  lives  in  New  York.  The 
father  wjis  a  Whig  in  his  early  days  and  later  a 
Republican  and  l)oth  he  and  his  worthy  wife  were 
members  of  the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  Miner- 
ville,  N.  Y. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  reared  a  farmer 
boy  and  received  a  common-school  education,  re- 
maining  at  home  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-two.    He  then  undertook  farming  on  his  own 
account  in  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  the 
spring  of   1855  he  came  to  Howell  Township  and 
purchased  a  farm.     I'pon  this  estate  he  has  placed 
a  Iwautiful  home  and  fine  farm  buildings  and  has 
richly  adorned  it  with  shade  and  ornamental  trees. 
In  this  home  he  dwells  with  his  Iwloved  and  faith- 
ful wife  who  was  unit-tMl  with   him  in   1H49.     Her 
maiden    name  was   Mary  McMillen    and    she  is  a 
daughter  of  .lohn  and  Anna  (Hanna)  McMillen,  of 
Monttr<miery    County,   N.  Y.     Their  life   together 
has  been  an  unbroken   period  of  harmony  and  do- 
mestic  bliss,  shadowed    only  by  the  death  of  one 
son.  William  A.  H.,  who  died  at  the  aiire  of  thirty- 
three  years.     The  remainiiiir  children   are:   Anna, 
now  Mrs.  Moody,  who  is  the  mother  of  four  chil- 
dren— Mary  H..  Maud  II..  Ole  and  Olie  twins;    Al- 
berta, now  Mrs.  Warner,  the   mother  of  two  chil- 
dren.   Howard    and    Luella;  Hattie,  Mrs.  Wilcox, 
whose  two  children  are  May  and  Theodore;  Susan, 
Mrs.  Lare;   Mary  and  Luella. 

Uoth  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Staley  are  active  ami  efficient 
members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  How- 
ell  Mild  with  them  their  children  are  united  in  a 
true  and  hajipy  Christian  faith.  The  Republican 
party  receives  the  allegiance  of  this  gentleman  and 
he  is  an  enthusiastic  mem))er  of  the  (Irand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  belonging  U^  Waddell  l.'ost.  No. 
I  Lk  His  war  expel  ieme  gives  him  a  special  inter- 
I  est  in  this  organization  and  he  ^lelightisiu  reunions 
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with  his  old  comrades.  He  l>eloii^  U)  Company  F, 
Fifteenth  Michigan  Regiment  in  which  he  took 
service  for  three  months,  Ijeginning  April.  1865. 
He  went  a.s  far  South  ai<  (loldslKU'o,  N.  C.,  and  was 
mustered  out  of  service  at  the  hosi)ital  at  Alexan- 
dria, Va.  He  has  filled  various  minor  oflices  and 
has  been  Assessor,  SchcK>l  Director  and  Treasurer. 
He  is  one  of  the  i)rc)minent  and  thoroughly  suc- 
cessful farmers  of  the  county  and  owns  forty  acres 
of  fine  land  in  Cochoc»tah  Township. 


'^yahm^^^ 


"^ftj^ft     I  '     I  M  M^^^^i^ 


nYRON  H.  WASSON.  Patriot  blood  fiows 
freely  through  the  veins  of  the  man  whose 
■  name  we  have  just  given,  and  he  feels 
that  he  d(x*s  indeed  love  more  truly  the 
country  for  which  his  ancestoi's  suffered  in  past 
times.  His  father  was  Samuel  Wasson,  a  Vermont 
farmer  who  did  valued  service  as  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  the  father  of  that  parent  was 
one  of  Washington's  troops  in  the  war  of  tlie 
American  Revolution. 

Samuel  Wasson  wjts  uniU^d  in  marriage  with 
Sanih  Moon,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Moon,  a  Rut- 
land, Vt.,  farmer,  who  j)}issed  his  later  years  in 
Cattamugus  County,  N.  Y.  Tlie  parents  of  our 
subject  were  married  ni  Vermont  and  removed  to 
New  York  where  they  lived  a  number  of  years, 
then  removed  to  Michigan  in  .Tune  1H37,  making 
their  home  on  an  unl>roken  tract  of  two  hundred 
and  fourteen  acres  of  rnadilla  'I'ownship,  Living- 
ston County.  Their  log  house  was  a  distance  of 
one  mile  fnmi  a  neighbor.  Mr.  Heale  who  kept 
the  Post-office  at  Plainfield.  There  were  then  no 
roads  except  as  the  pathwMy  was  marked  out  by 
blazed  trees  ])etween  this  pioneer  home  and  Dex- 
ter. Two  log  houses  were  at  tlint  time  used  as 
hoteN  ill  this  yicinity  one  being  kept  by  Mr.  Dunn 
and  another  by  Mr.  Dyer.  Tliisenrly settler  began 
life  here  with  more  menus  than  many  of  his 
neighbors,  as  he  was  al»le  to  pay  f(»r  iiis  land  to 
provide  himself  with  a  team  of  horses  and  a  yoke 
of  oxen  and  had  some  money  still  remaining  for 
the   necessities  of  life.     It  is  now  thirty-five  years 


since  he  passed  away  from  this  life  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  veai-s,  and  his  good  wife  who  survived 
him  for  three  years  died  at  the  same  age. 

Of  the  eleven  childi*en  of  this  worthy  couple 
three  are  now  living:  John,  our  subject  and  Polly 
(^Irs.  House*).  The  parents  were  po8ses8ed  of  gen- 
uine Christian  character  and  were  charter  momt»er^ 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Plaiiifield,  where 
Mr.  Was»5<ni  was  a  Deacon  and  Elder  for  many 
yeai-s,  and  often  supplied  the  pulpit  by  reading  a 
sermon  when  no  clergyman  cH>uld  l>e  obtained.  He 
was  an  old-line  Whig  and  a  man  who  was  deeply 
interested  in  both  temperance  and  education. 

The  birth  (►f  Mvron  Wa^^son  occurred  in  (^enesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  February  17,  1821.  and  he  was 
therefore  sixteen  years  old  when  he  c«me  to  Mich- 
igan. As  it  was  nec»essar3'  for  every  one  who  wa< 
able  to  la!M)r  to  put  his  shoulder  to  the  wheel,  this 
lad's  education  was  cut  short  and  he  turned  in  to 
help  clear  up  the  new  farm.  He  remained  at  liome 
until  he  reached  his  twenty -second  year,  and  was 
then  married  Noveml)er  13,  1842,  to  Margaret 
Clawson,a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Christine  (Gates) 
Clawsiui,  a  New  Jersey  cou])le,  who  moved  to  Ohio 
in  18.-^')  and  in  18:^7  made  their  settlement  in 
I'nadilla  Township,  Livingston  County,  Mich. 
Mr.  Clawsini  was  in  independent  circumstances 
and  built  for  his  family  a  comfortable  frame  house 
before  clearing  up  his  farm.  He  passed  away  fi*oni 
earth  in  1880,  having  completed  eighty-four  years 
of  upright  liying  and  his  faithful  and  devoted 
wife  survived  until  1889,  when  in  her  ninety-fourth 
year  she  departed  in  the  odor  of  sanctity.  Mi-s. 
AVasson  is  the  only  survivor  of  their  nine  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clawson  were  charter  meml»ers  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  here  and  Mr.  Clawson  had 
held  his  membership  in  that  body  for  over  fiftv 
years.  His  j>olitical  views  led  him  into  alliaiuv 
with  the  Democratie  ])arty,  and  he  was  an  earnest 
ady<M'ate  of  moyi'ments  dinvUnl  towanl  the 
Uiaintt'iiance  of  tempenmce.  He  filled  the  ollic** 
of  Hoad  Commissioner  but  cared  little  for  otliee. 
To  his  children  he  gave  a  g<»od  disti  ict  si*luK>Iedu- 
caticm  and  advanced  them  in  every  way  in  his 
power.  II is  father,  Abram  Clawson,  and  his  grand- 
father, John  (iates,  were  both  New  Jersey  farmers: 
the  father  died   in   his  native  State  and  the  latter 
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passed  away  in   Ohio,  after  a  long  residence  tliere. 

Mrs.  Wais^on  was  born  July  11,  1820,  in  Sussex 
County,  N.  .7.  and  was  seventeen  3'ears  old  when 
she  came  to  MichitJfan.  The  young  eoui)le  started 
out  empty  handed  and  established  their  home  npon 
the  little  farm  of  fifty  acres,  which  he  had  from 
his  father.  They  were  much  restricted  in  circum- 
stances,  as  will  Ik?  shown  by  the  fact  which  is  re- 
lated that  their  winter  suj>ply  of  sugar  was  only 
three  pounds.  Bedsides  the  old  homestead  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  is  in  the  hands  of 
a  tenant,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wasson  own  ninety-three 
acres  on  which  they  reside. 

Five  of  the  nine  children  of  our  sul)ject  are 
now  living,  namely;  I^vi  C.  who  married  Emma 
May  and  lives  in  Topeka,  Kan.,  with  his  wife  and 
three  children;  Samuel  T.  who  with  his  wife, Viola 
Wood  and  his  one  child,  lives  on  the  old  Wasson 
homestead;  Edwin  S.  who  is  married  and  lives  in 
Ottawa,  Kan.;  Robert  A.  who  took  to  wife  Mary 
Sherman  and  lives  in  Ottawa,  Kan.;  Milton  L.,  who 
married  Carlie  Bullis  and  with  his  wife  and  two 
children  lives  in  this  township.  To  all  of  their 
olTsj)ring  r)ur  subject  has  given  good  education. 

The  Presliyterian  Church  is  the  religious  l)ody 
with  which  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  actively 
connected,  and  they  have  done  much  good  service 
in  the  Sunday-sch<x>l.  Mrs.  Wasson  is  a  member 
of  th(^  Foreign  and  Home  Missionary  Society, over 
which  she  at  one  time  presided,  and  Mr.  Wasson 
has  l)een  a  member  of  the  School  Ik)ard.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  his  political  views  and  a  man  of 
correct  habits  of  life,  as  he  never  uses  either  to- 
bacco  or  wliiskev.  The  health  of  both  is  <;ood 
with  the  exception  of  occasional  attacks  of  rheu- 
matism. 


come  next.     Our  subject  has  finished  the  story  of 


life  and  the  seal  of  approval  of  the  Great  Ijibrarian 
has  been  set  upon  it.  Belonging  to  the  class  of 
men  who  from  earliest  youth  are  bread  winners, 
winning  their  night's  repose  and  the  sufficiency  to 
support  life  by  the  hardest  labor,  onr  subject  faced 
the  problem  sturdily  and  ac*c'epted  the  result  with 
content. 

Mr.  Howe  was  born  in  the  manufacturing  town 
of  Carlisle,  England,  April    UK    1814.     He   was   a 
son  of  John  and  Elizal)eth  (Steele)  Howe.   His  exo- 
dus to  the  Fnited  Suites  took    place  in   the  spring 
of  1821,  when  he  landed  in  New  York  City,  where 
he  spent  one  year,  thence   going  to   Westchester 
C/Ounty,  N.  Y.     He  was  a  machinist    by  trade,  hav- 
ing  grown  up,  as  one  might  say,  to  the  business  in 
his  native  town,  which  is  noted  for  its  great  cotton 
manufactories.     On  settling  in  Westchester  County 
he  was  employed  as  a  machinist  in  a  cotton  factory 
and  there  remained  for  several   years.     The  busi- 
ness  at  that  time,  however,  was  not  so  profitable  as 
in  later  years  and  the  promise   for   advancement 
was  greater  in  the  Western  country  than   in  the 
Eastern  town,  hence  our  subject  c^me   to  Michigan 
in  1834  and  settled  at  Deer  Creek,  where  he  entered 
a  tract  of  land  from  the  (iovernmemt,  setting  him- 
self  with    great  energy    to    improving   the  same. 
His  was  the  first  sawmill  ever  built  on  Deer  Creek. 
He  continued  business  at  this  place  until    1848,  at 
which  time  he  died.     Our  subject  was  one  of  six 
children  born  to  his  father,  their  names  being  John, 
Jonathan,  William,  Tlumias,  Susannah  and  Mary. 
The  original  of  our  sket<.»h  was  employed  in  the 
factory  until  coming  to  Michigan  in  1834,  when  he 
engaged  in  farming.     His  father  ^ave  him  his  first 
stiirt  in  life,  presenting  hiih  with  one  hun<lred  and 
sixty  acres  of  laud  that  was  bn^ated  on    se(»tion   8. 
This  he  clenred  and  improved  and  his  widow  now 
owns  the  original  homestead  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  a(*res.     Mr.  John  Howe  died  August  13,  1887 
and  was  greatly  mourned  by  friends  as  well  as  rel- 
atives.    He  served  in  several  township  oftices   and 
was  Supervisor  an<l  also  re|)resented  his  county   in 
the  legislature  in  1857.     His  marriage  t<K>k    place 
January  14.  1841,   when   he    was    united    to    Miss 
Eunice*  Jones,  who  was  l»orn  in  the  U)\\\\    of    Mid- 
dlefield,  Otsego  County,  N.  Y.,  February  23,  1822. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Levi  and  Elizabeth  (Bennett) 
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Jones.  The  former  wa^  a  chair-maker  ])V  trade  and 
came  to  Michigan  in  .June.  1829  at  which  time  he 
settled  in  Salem,  AVashtcnaw  County,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming.  He  lost  his  wife  here  in  1838 
and  he  himself  passed  away  lat^r.  Of  eight  chil- 
dren l)orn  to  himself  and  wife  seven  survive  there 
lK»ing  three  sons  and  four  daughtei's,  as  follows: 
Martha,  Alonzo,  William,  Aurelia,  Eunice,  Betheny, 
and  Alfred.  Mrs.  Howe  made  her  home  among 
strangers  from  the  time  she  lost  her  mother  and  as 
a  young  girl  she  suffered  some  hittiT  experiences. 
Our  subject  and  his  wife  were  the  parent**  of  three 
children — James,  Hlizal)eth,  who  was  the  wife  of  R. 
F.  Patterson  and  is  now  deceased,  and  Amelia, 
who  died  in  early  childhood. 


,1/  I  THKR  C.  KANOrsK.  A  grateful  nation 
J!  ^f  ^'^^  ^^^^  \i<>U\  in  honor  those  wlio,  in  times 
'■ -j^-  of  i)cril,  offered  themselves  upon  tlieir 
country's  altar  and  faced  death  on  many  a  hlooilv 
Iwittletield.  In  tiieir  memory  will  poems  and  s(mgs 
be  written,  anniversai'ies  remembered  with  flags 
and  banners  flying  in  the  air,  and  patriotism  exalted 
in  a  million  throbbing  hearts.  On  DecDratiim  Day 
we  pay  our  tributes  of  love  to  our  lionored  soldii»r 
(lend,  while  those  who  survive  are  the  objects  of 
our  highest  est(^eni.  Not  only  did  Mr.  Kanousi' 
serve  with  valor  in  many  a  hard  fougiit  enjrafife- 
ineut.  but  his  etliciencv  rcH-eived  merited  reeoir- 
nitioii,  and  while  he  entei'ed  the  service  in  the 
ranks  he  was  honorably  dischari^ed  at  the  close  of 
the  war,  a  connnissioned  oflleer. 

rpon  the  l>nttlefield  of  life,  where  heroism  is 
calle<l  for  no  less  than  when  faeinir  irhastlv  death 
at  the  ennnon's  month.  Mi'.  Kanouse  has  made  an 
honorable  recoid.  .Inst  and  honest  with  all.  gen- 
erous and  kind,  a  close  accpiaintanee  reveals  more 
and  more  those  exemplary  trait.sof  character  which 
makes  him  influential  among  the  residents  of  Liv- 
ingstim  County.  His  home  is  pleasantly  located 
on  section  o,  Cohoctah  Township,  and  comprises 
one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  good  land,  more 
than  one  hundred  of  which  have  been  cleared  by 


the  i>ersonal  effort  of  the  owner.  By  a  pro|>er 
rotation  of  crops  the  land  has  lieen  broug'bt  to  an 
unusual  fertility,  while  sul>stautial  rural  structures 
have  been  ei*ected  to  serve  the  varied  puriK>:(e9  of 
modern  farm  life.  A  view  of  this  fine  homestead 
appears  on  anotljer  page. 

A  native-lM>rn  citizen  of  Michigan,  Mr.  Kanouse 
was  l>orn  in  Burns,  ShiawasscH?(  County,  June  29, 
1842,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Mabel  (Dnke) 
Kanouse.  During  his  youth  the  schools  were  scat- 
tered at  remote  distances  on  the  prairies  or  in  the 
timl»er  land,  and  educational  privileges  were  few. 
However,  such  as  they  were,  Mr.  Kanouse  took  ad- 
vantage of  them  and  extended  his  fund  of  infor- 
mation l>i\vond  the  [)roverbial  •'Thi'ee  R's."  After 
he  had  completed  the  course  of  instruction  in  the 
common  school  he  was  a  student  in  tlie  State  Nor- 
nml  and  made  use  of  his  knowledge  thus  acquired 
in  the  profession  of  a  teacher,  which  he  followed 
one  winter.  It  the  meantime  he  gained  a  practical 
training  in  tlie  duties  of  agricultural  life  and  early 
learned  the  habits  of  industry  and  economy  which 
contri!»uted  in  no  small  degree  to  his  succcfi^  in 
later  years. 

The  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  caused  Mr. 
lvanou^e  to  abandon  teaching,  and  on  September 
1,  1H()2,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I),  Sixth  Michigan 
Cavalry,  as  a  private,  .\mong  the  engagements  in 
wjiieli  he  participated  are  the  following:  Hanover, 
lhinterst()wn,  (iettyslmrg,  Monterey,  lkKmesl>oro, 
Snickers  (iap.  Kelley's  Ford,  Culj>eiK»r,  liaccoon 
Ford,  White's  Ford,  .lack's  Shop,  James  City,  Buck- 
land  Mills.  Brandy  Station,  Stephensburg,  Morton  V' 
Ford,  the  Wilderness,  lii'aver  Dam  Station,  Yellow 
Tavern.  Meadow  Bridge,  Milford,  Ilawes  Shop, 
Baltimore  Crossr(^>ads,  Cold  Harbor,  Trevilian 
Station,  Winchester.  Shepardstown,  Berry ville, 
()pe(|uan.  Louisa  Courthouse,  Five  Forks,  South 
Side  Railroad,  Ducks  Pond  Mills,  Higgs,  S,iilor's 
Creek  and  Appomattox  Courthouse*. 

As  might  be  expected,  Mr.  Kanouse  did  not  i)ass 
through  all  the>e  engagements  uninjured.  At 
Booiu^sboHK  Md..  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  arm 
and  placed  in  the  hospital.  This  not  being  a  very 
desirable  place  to  stay,  he  left  without  permission 
after  remaining  three  weeks  and  joined  his  reoi- 
ment,  preferring  active  camp  life  to  the  tedium 
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and  unpleasantness  of  tlie  hospital.  At  Trevillian 
Station  he  was  again  wounded,  and  receiving  a 
sixty  days'  furlough,  returned  home.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  time  he  rejoined  his  regiment. 
At  Winchester  the  bui*sting  of  a  shell  knocked  his 
hoi-se  down  and  in  the  fall  Mr.  Kanouse  had  his 
left  arm  broken.  He  was  then  only  a  few  feel 
from  the  enemy's  line.  Another  furlough  of  sixty 
days  wa.s  given  him  and  he  again  joined  his  regi- 
ment at  its  expiration. 

Altogether,  the  regiment  to  which  Mr.  Kanouse 
belonged  participated  in  sixty-two  engagemants. 
The  horse  which  he  rode  passed  through  all  un- 
scathed, and  at  the  return  of  peace  was  brought 
home  and  kept  until  death  came  to  him  from  old 
age.  When  the  regiment  left  Michigan  for  the 
field  of  action  Mr.  Kanouse  was  made  Duty  Ser- 
geant, and  after  the  battle  of  Gettysbiu'g  was  com- 
missioned Orderly.  In  September,  18G8,  he  was 
promoted  to  Second  Lieutenant  but  never  received 
his  commission.  In  May,  1864,  he  was  commis- 
sioned Fii*st  Lieutenant,  and  in  this  capacity  was 
discharged  Novemlx^r  21,  1865,  at  Fort  J^eaven- 
worth,  after  making  a  tour  through  the  West  fight- 
ing Indians,  etc.  Witli  othei-s  who  had  helped  to 
^ave  the  flag  of  our  country  he  participated  in  the 
(irand  Review  at  Wasliingt<m  and  then  came  home, 
having  received  pay  for  a  service  of  three  yeai*s 
and  three  months.  In  1864  he  held  an  election  at 
Harper's  Ferrv,  when  his  father  was  appointed  to 
collect  and  carry  the  votes  home  to  lie  counted. 

Since  the  close  of  the  war  Mr.  Kanouse  has  lyoen 
engaged  in  farming  on  section  o,  where  he  now 
resides.  He  lii'st  purchased  forty  acres  to  which 
lie  afttMward  added  as  he  was  able.  AVhile  devoting 
himself  principally  to  agriculture  he  ha*<  not  over- 
looked his  duties  as  a  citizen  and  is  an  active  Re- 
publican, having  a  firm  faith  in  the  principles  of 
that  party.  His  f<»llow-citizens,  recognizing  his 
abilities,  have  elected  him  to  all  the  minor  oflices 
of  the  township  and  he  has  also  served  two  terms 
a^  Supervisor.  He  has  iK^en  delegate  to  several 
State  conventions,  and  in  every  position  has  en- 
deavored to  advance  the  interests  of  the  comm un- 
it v  where  he  resides.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  F.  ct  A.  M.,  and  also  is 
identified  with  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 


The  pleasant  home  belonging  to  Mr.  Kanouse  is 
presided  over  by  a  lady  of  refinement  and  culture, 
whom  he  brought  hither  as  his  bride  many  years 
ago.  Mrs.  Kanouse  was  known  in  maidenhood  as 
Viann a  Gaston,  and  was  born  in  Livingston  County, 
this  State,  to  Marvin  and  Philinda  (Pai^sons)  Gas- 
ton, natives  of  Madison  County,  N.  Y.,  and  Con- 
way, Franklin  County,  Mass.,  res|)ectivel3\  The 
paternal  grandparents  of  Mi-s.  Kanouse  were  Elijah 
and  Susannah  (Sears)  Gaston;  the  former,  who  was 
iKirn  in  Massachusetts,  moved  to  New  York,  and 
thence  to  Michigan  where  he  died  in  1841.  He 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  dying  in  New  York 
in  1828,  and  his  second  wife  being  Mrs.  Polly  (Sears) 
North,  a  sister  of  the  firet  wife.  Tracing  the  lineage 
back  still  further  we  find  that  Elijah  Gaston  was  a 
a  son  of  Robert  Gaston,  whose  father  emigrated 
from  Ireland  to  America  at  an  early  day. 

In  May,  1836,  Marvin  Gaston  emigrated  to 
Michigan  and  settled  three  miles  north  of  Howell. 
One  year  later  he  removed  to  Handy  Township 
where  his  father  had  entered  eighty  acres.  After 
remaining  there  many  years  and  improving  a  fine 
farm,  in  1888  he  came  to  the  home  of  our  subject 
and  there  he  receive*  the  devoted  attention  of  his 
children  and  grandchildren.  He  was  deeply  be- 
reaved by  the  death  of  his  wife,  who  i)a8sed  awa}'^ 
in  May,  1888.  The  ceremony  which  united  the 
destinies  of  Mr.  Kanouse  and  Vianna  Gaston  was 
solemnized  July  10,  1864,  and  their  wedded  life 
has  brought  to  them  no  sorrow  save  the  loss  by 
death  of  three  children.  The  two  who  survive  are 
Nellie  M.,  the  wife  of  Edward  House,  and  Hirney  G. 


i|i  >|i  »|i  iji 
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ORENZO  LEROY  ARMSTRONG.   The 

|i  (C^^  gentleman  who  reside*  on  the  farm  on  sec- 
tion   34,   Hartland    Townshii),    Uvingston 


County,  is  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  State 
of  Michigan,  and  although  having  reached  more 
than  the  three-score  and  ten  years  usually  allotted 
to  man,  his  mind  is  still  vigorous  and  keen;  he  is  an 
epitome  in  himself,  of  the  changes  that  have  taken 
place  in  the  history,  not  only  of  the  State,  but  the 
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country  at  large,  lie  was  born  in  Onondaga 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  town  of  Fahius,  February  15, 
1815.  His  father  was  F^rastus  Armstrong,  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  and  was  born  in  1781.  He  was, 
however,  doubtless  of  Knglish  ancestry,  as  the  name 
is  one  that  one  meets  most  frequently  in  England, 
and  ranks  high  in  the  social  order. 

Ei*astus  Armstrong  was  reared  in  his  native  State 
and  had  reached  his  majority  when  he  left  home 
to  go  to  New  York  State.  There  he  purchased  a 
farm  of  fifty  acres  in  Onondaga  County,  and  this 
he  Ijent  his  efforts  to  improve.  His  deceju^e  took 
place  in  Mimroe  County,  N.  V.  in  1821,  being  at 
that  time  in  the  prime  of  life,  imly  about  forty 
years  of  age.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather 
was  Lee  Armstrong,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and 
a  farmer.  Although  he  himself  did  not  particii)ate 
activelv  in  the  Revolutionarv  War,  his  brothers 
were  prominently  engaged  therein.  Our  sul)ject's 
mother  was  before  her  marriage  a  Miss  Roxana 
Stowell,  a  native  of  New  llamsi)shire,  but  reared  in 
Vermont  and  married  in  New  York  State,  in  On- 
ondasra  Countv.  She  died  in  Michigan  at  i\w  ai^e 
of  eighty-eight  yeai*s,  liaving  c(mie  hither  with  her 
sons.  She  was  the  motlier  of  eight  children,  six 
s(ms  and  two  daughters. 

Lorenzo  L.  Armstrong,  our  subject,  wjus  the  fifth 
son  in  the  family.  His  fatlicr,  having  died  when 
our  subject  was  only  six  yeai*s  of  age,  he  was  reared 
bv  liis  uncles  and  aunts.  At  the  txixc  of  .'il»out 
twentv  he  came  to  ^lichiijan  in  IH.'i.').  mnkinir  tlie 
iournev  hithei*  with  an  ox-team;  on  the  wav  licii', 
however,  he  traded  off  his  oxen  for  a  span  of 
horses  wliich  he  drove  tlie  rest  of  the  wav.  lie 
first  went  to  Oakland  County,  where  he  remained 
working  l»v  the  month  and  day.  and  also  taught 
school.  Not  a  irreat  while  after  coming  to  this 
State  he  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  Ann  Annsti'ong. 
a  native  of  Connecticut,  boiii  in  the  town  of 
Franklin,  New  London  County,  August  21»,  1821. 
She  was  the  second  daughter  and  fourth  child  of 
Lee  and  ^farv  (Sj)offord)  Aiinstrong.  She  re- 
mained in  her  native  place  until  about  eiixht  years 
of  age  when  she  went  to  New  York  with  hOr  i)ar- 
ents.  thence  to  Ohio,  and  at  the  age  of  about  fifteen 
years,  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Oakland 
County.     After   marriage   our  subject  located  in 


Milford,  Oakfand  County,  and  there  remained  for 
eight  yeai-s,  at  the  end  of  which  time  they  removed 
to  llartland  Township,  this  county  and  settled  on 
si'cti<m  28,  residing  in  that  place  for  a  numlK?r  of 
years,  until,  in  1855,  they  removed  to  the  place 
where  they  now  reside. 

When  our  subject  and  his  family  settled  here, 
there  was  only  a  log  house  on  the  farm.  During 
the  yeai*s  that  have  passed  si  ice  making  this  their 
home,  he  lias  made  marked  improvements,  build- 
ing his  present  residence  in  1873,  at  a  cost  of 
♦8, ()(»().  This  comfol-table  and  attmctive  residence 
a  view  of  which  apiK^ars  on  another  l)age,  is  one 
well  suited  to  the  serene  enjoyment  of  advanced 
years.  He  has  fine  barns  and  outbuildings  u]Km 
the  place,  his  l>arn  lx»ing  well  armnged  and  46x86 
feet  in  dimensions.  The  place  has  so  greatly 
changed  in  as[)ect  as  to  Ije  hardly  recognizable  as 
the  one  to  which  they  originally  came;  at  that  time 
there  were  wild  animals  of  all  kinds  in  gi'eat 
n  umbel's. 

The  location  of  the  home  shows  an  apprecia- 
tion of  the  beautiful  in  nature,  as  well  as  dis- 
criminatitni  in  the  most  advantAgecnis  point  for 
improvement.  Our  subject  has  planted  a  fine 
orchard,  which,  during  fruit  season  is  laden  with  a 
iuicv  and  odorous  burden.  He  devotes  himself  to 
gcner.il  farming,  and  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  of  land.  He  had  at  one  time, 
four  hundred  and  eiii^htv  acres  in  a  bodv  in  Hart- 
land  Township,  and  has  been  a  very  large  farmer, 
emplovinu  a  ^reat  deal  of  labor,  and  liandlinjj 
large  numbers  of  stock.  Now  he  rer  ts  his  farm 
only  keeping  a  general  supervision  over  the  place, 
impr<»vinir  it  as  his  fancv  dictates.  As  can  In* 
imagined  by  one  even  ignorant  of  the  hardship" 
of  pioneer  life,  the  aspect  of  this  tnu't  has  not 
been  changed  and  made  what  it  is  at  the  pivsent 
time,  with(>ut  a  great  deal  of  hard  work. 

Our  subject  has  reared  two  adopted  daughtei's. 
The  eldest.  Marv  1  lines,  died  at  the  at^re  <»f  twentv- 
thiee  years.  The  sec<md  daughter,  Cora  May 
Mart,  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  H.  Clark,  and 
resides  in  South  Lvons,  Oakland  Countv,  this 
State.  Our  subject's  first  vote  was  cast  for  Presi- 
dent \'an  Huren;  in  1840  he  vot^d  for  W.  U. 
Harrison  and  for  the  grandson,  Benjamin  Harrison 
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in  1888.  Mr.  Armstrong  has  held  a  number  of 
local  otticer*  in  the  township,  having  been  Soficr- 
visor  iu  1861  and  again  in  1874,  1875,  1876  and 
1877.  Although  he  is  a  member  of  the  Congrcga- 
ti(mal  Church  of  ilartland  and  a  Deacon  in  the 
same,  he  is  not  in  favor  of  sectarianism.  He  was 
tlie  manager  of  the  fii*st  tlireshing  machine  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  this  State.  He  has  done  much 
surveying  in  the  way  of  making  roads,  dividing 
land,  etc.  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  interested. 


•^1^ 


OHN  W.  BOAKDMAN,  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Leroy  Township,  Ingham  County,  whose 
l)eautiful  home  is  situated  in  Webber ville, 
_fj  was  born  in Ccmneeticut, March  5,  1836.  He 
came  with  his  parents,  Watson  L.  and  Klizabeth 
Boardman  from  New  England  to  Ingham  County, 
Mich.,  in  1838  and  made  a  settlement  in  Locke 
To^'nship,  being  the  first  family  within  its  bounds. 
A  log  cabin  in  the  woods  was  the  first  Michigan 
home  of  this  family  and  they  at  once  began  the 
work  of  felling  the  trees  and  preparing  the  land 
for  cultivation.  The  father  died  upon  the  farm 
leaving  a  family  of  five  children,  four  of  whom 
are  now  living,  namely:  Mary,  now  the  widow  of 
Mr.  Ix»pley  in  Livingston  County;  Helen,  wife  of 
James  Payne  in  Gratiot  County;  Daniel  L.  in  Kan- 
sas and  John  W.  The  father  served  as  Road  Com- 
missioner and  was  a  prominent  man  in  the  town- 
ship. He  was  twice  married  but  had  no  children 
bv  the  second  union. 

Our  subject  grew  to  manhood  in  Locke  Town- 
shi[),  and  saw  his  full  share  of  pioneer  life.  His 
mother  was  called  away  from  life  when  he  was 
was  about  twelve  years  old  and  after  receiving:  his 
education  in  the  district  schools  of  the  township 
he  entered  upon  his  life  work  as  farming.  He  was 
married  July  1,  18o8  to  Henrietta  Fisher,  who  was 
born  October  WK  183J>  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y. 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Maria  (YanWert) 
Fisher.  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Fisher  had  settled  in  Locke 
Township,  this  county,  at  an  early  day  when  Mrs. 
Boardman  was  only  ten  years  old.    Of  their  ten 


children  eight  are  now  living,  namely:  Rebecca, 
(Mrs-Pinckney),  George  L.,  William,  James,  David, 
Andrew  and  Josephine  (wife  of  C»eorge  Hamilton) 
l)esides  Mrs.  Boardman.  The  jmrents  are  members 
of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  citizens 
highly  respected  in  the  township. 

Three  children  have  l)een  bora  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Boardman,  and  two  are  now  living,  namely:  Fran- 
cis E.  and  John  W.  Our  subject  resided  on  his 
farm  in  IxK^ke  Township  until  1884  when  he  re- 
moved to  Webl)erviUe,  and  has  sinc^  made  it  his 
home.  He  owns  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  acres  which  he  has  accumulated  by  his  own 
efforts,  ably  seconded  by  the  help  of  his  faithful 
and  jucicious  companion.  He  enlisted  in  the  Union 
Army  August  12,  1862,  joining  as  a  private  Com- 
pany H,  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Infantry,  which 
became  a  part  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  He 
participated  in  a  numl)er  of  skirmishes  and  did 
duty  mostly  in  Virginia  and  for  a  short  time  was 
in  North  Carolina,  receiving  his  honorable  dis- 
charge August  29,  1863. 

This  gentleman  is  an  etiicient  and  active  member 
of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  Webl^erville,  and  hfU5 
been  senior  Vice  Commander  and  Sergeant  of  the 
Post.  He  is  also  identified  with  the  Ancient  Order 
of  United  Workmen  at  Fowlerville  and  an  active 
worker  in  every  cause  which  he  deems  of  value  to 
the  community.  In  politics  he  is  in  sympathy  with 
the  Republican  parly  and  in  tliis  connection  is  es- 
teemed as  an  influential  leader  of  thought.  All 
who  know  him  rejoice  in  his  prosperity,  and  feel 
that  it  is  the  just  reward  of  his  efforts  and  integ- 
rity. 


*^-=-.*^ 


vr 


P'  RED  M.  COFFEY.  One  the  stirring  youn 
J  farmers  of  this  section,  he  of  whom  we 
write  is  already  the  possessor  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land  hn-ated  on  section 
17,  Handy  Township,  Livingston  County,  and 
this  he  devotes  to  general  farming.  Since  locat- 
ing upon  the  place  he  has  added  many  improve- 
ments and  has  already  greatly  enhanced  its  value. 
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lie  waj*  lH)rn  on  the  old  homestoad,  on  section  16, 
Handy  Township,  this  county,  Ai)ril  .'),  1861.  He 
is  the  son  of  Levi  and  Juliette  (White)  C.'oflfey, 
who  came  to  this  State  in  1825  and  soon  united  in 
marriage.  They  lived  here  until  death  claimed 
them  for  its  own,  the  father  |)assin*(  away  Febru- 
ary 24,  18J)1,  his  wife  Imving  preceded  him  hy  ten 
years,  her  decease  ot^'urring  June  8,  1881. 

Our  subject  inherits  from  his  father  the  acc|uisi 
tive  faculty  to  a  large  degree.  Mr.  CotTey,  Sr., 
was  very  succ*essful  in  his  agricultural  busincNs 
and  had  acquired  five  hundred  and  eighty-seven 
acres  of  land  which  !)ore  line  improvemenU** — a 
good  comfortable  house  l)eing  tiie  center  of  the 
domestic  circle  and  around  it  fine  !)arns,  granaries 
and  sheds  for  cattle,  lief  ore  coming  to  Handy 
Township  our  subject's  father  first  settle<l  for  a 
short  time  in  Marion  Township.  loiter  he  removed 
to  WashU^naw  ('ountv  and  then  came  to  Handv 
Township.  He  was  highly  respected  by  all  classes 
of  |)eople  as  iKjing  a  man  (►f  unerring  judgment 
and  high  l>usiness  capacity,  lie  accumulated  a 
very  handsome  property  before  his  decease,  which 
was  divided  among  his  sons,  wiio  are  fdur  in  num- 
l)er,  namely:  Frank,  Henry  A.,  Fred  M.  and  Mar- 
shal. All  the  sons  have  taiien  up  tlie  agricultural 
calling  and  all  live  not  a  great  distance  fnun  the 
h(miestead  in  i)leasant  and  comfortable  homes  of 
their  own,  lia\ing  pleasing  wivfs.  They  arc 
prominent  cili/eiis  and  i'e>pc(ttMl  by  all  \vIh»  have 
dealings  with  them. 

The  original  of  thi>  >ki*lcli  n-ccivcd  lii>  imIium- 
tion  in  the  district  m-IiooIs  of  ilu-  vicinitv  and  w;i> 
reared  a  farmer  lad.  Me  lived  nl  home  until  he 
was  twentv-one  veai>  of  airi'  and  then  married 
Miss  Julia  Ling  of  Handy  ro\\ii>hip.  Livinuston 
Count \.  she  was  ji  dMutihter  of  l^dwar<l  and 
I'Llizabetli  (Palmer)  Ling,  iiativonf  Liiiiland.  the 
father  having  eanu"  to  thi>  emintry  in  ixr».')  his 
wife  following  hithei-  one  yeai'  later.  They  lirst 
settled  in  New  York  and  eauie  to  Miehiuan  in  IMIJ.'). 
staviuiT  foi"  some  time  in  Oakland  Countv.  where 
he  Wits  engaged  in  farming  and  later,  in  ISOIK 
coming  to  Livingston  County  and  >ettling  in 
Handy  Township  on  a  farm  of  eighty  aero.  They 
were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  the 
following  arc  now-  living:     Edna,  now   Mrs.  lin- 


ker, John,  Jake,  Hiram,  .Mary,  who  is  Mrs.  CoflFev, 
Amelia  also  a  Mis.  Coffey  and  Julia,  also  Mrs. 
Coffey,  (ieorge  and  Luella.  Our  subjei't  lielongs 
to  the  industrial  [mrty,  that  appealing  to  his  ideas 
of  the  way  in  whicli  acomi)etency  is  to  \)o  ac^juired 
rather  than  bv  anv  favoi*s  than  can  In?  exacted 
from  reluctant  legislators.  He  is  also  a  Patron  of 
Industry  and  a  memlH»r  of  the  Farmers'  Allianc*e. 
One  child,  a  daughter,  who!*t»  name  is  Kdith  B.,  and 
whose  age  is  eight  years,  brightens  the  liousehold 
and  is  the  object  of  a  loving  affection  of  l)oth 
parentis.  Mr.  Cotfev  is  <me  of  the  active  vouuif 
farmers  of  his  township  and  the  signs  of  the  times 
are  sadly  awry  if  his  future  success  does  not  ju^ti- 
fv  his  friends  in  their  anticipation. 
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I  L  LI  A  M  O.  HKNDRYX.  This  native 
v/  '"***"  ^^^  Michigan,  who  now  makes  his  home 
^5^  v/  in  Cohoctah  Townshij),  Livingston  County, 
was  born  in  the  township  of  liedford,  Wayne 
County,  August  L"),  1842,  lx*ing  the  son  of  Water- 
bury  M.  and  Betsey  Ann  (Killmoar)  Hendryx. 
The  grandfather  was  a  miller,  and  met  his  de^ith 
by  an  accident  in  his  mill,  and  the  father,  who 
was  born  in  Steuben  County.  X.  Y..  SeptemlK»r  L 
1S(»1.»,  \v;is  ;i  cabinet-maker  and  cariHMiter,  who 
came  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  18:?:L 

Here  \>  ati*rburv  Ilendrvx  entered  eiirhtv  acres 
of  lan<l  in  (ireenlield  Township.  Wavne  Countv. 
and  after  a  >hort  time  moved  to  Hedford  Town- 
ship, where  he  again  took  eighty  acres,  wJiieh  he 
put  in  condition  for  farming.  There  he  resided, 
with  the  exception  of  three  years,  until  18.'>(», 
when  he  came  to  ColMK'tali  and  bought  one  liun- 
dre(l  jind  >ixty  acres  of  timber  land  on  section  17. 
Having  put  this  in  splendid  condition,  he  sob!  it 
to  our  Mibject  in  18().'>.  He  was  an  ordained  min- 
ister in  the  Methodist  LpiM'opal  Chiuvh.  and 
preached  for  manv  vears.  After  cominir  to  Liv- 
ingst(»n  County  he  joined  the  I'nited  Brethi-en 
(  hurch.  About  the  vear  18r)8  he  went  toI>ansin£r 
and  lived  for  four  years,  and  later  bought  a  fruit 
farm  in  Saugatuck,  Allegan   County.     In   1887  he 
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moved  to  Spink  County,  S.  Dak.,  where  he  now 
resides  upon  a  farm.  For  some  twelve  years  he 
served  his  community  as  Justice  of  tlie  Peac»e. 

The  fatlier  of  our  sulgect  was  twice  married,  and 
by  lus  first  union  he  had  eight  children,  seven  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity — Thomas,  of  Omaha; 
John,  who  was  killed  in  California  in  1865;  Henry, 
who  was  killed  by  the  fall  of  a  tree  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  yeai*s;  Clark,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Ninth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  was  killed  in  a  saw 
mill;  Waterbury,  at  South  Dakota;  William  O.; 
James,  of  Nebraska,  who  also  served  in  the  Ninth 
Michigan  Cavalry;  and  Whitcomb,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  eis^hleen  months.  The  mother  of  these 
sons  died  February  14,  1862,  and  the  father  was 
again  married,  this  time  choosing  as  his  life  com- 
pany Kmeline  VanBlarcomb,  who  had  two  chil- 
dren, Fred  and  Nellie. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen,  having  received  farm 
training  and  a  common  school  education,  William 
ilendryx  l^egan  life  for  himsi»lf,  and  was  married 
at  the  age  of  eight<?en,  at  which  time  he  undertook 
independent  farming.  The  family  patriotism, 
which  was  strong  in  him,  led  him  to  enlist,  March 
26,  1862,  in  Company  H,  Ninth  Michigan  In- 
fantry. He  was  sent  to  St.  Ix)uis,  and  was  trans- 
feiTed  to  the  Thirtc*enth  Regiment,  in  which  he 
served  through  the  campaign  at  Corinth,  after 
which  he  rejoined  his  own  regiment  at  Murfrees- 
lX)ro,  and  was  there  captured  with  six  companions, 
lieing  paroled,  they  went  to  Columbus  and  were 
there  exchanged,  an<l  in  September  were  called  out 
to  defend  Cincinnati.  They  were  also  detailed  to 
guard  the  military  prison  at  Nashville,  and  at  one 
time  acted  as  l>ody  guard  for  (Jen.  Thomas.  He 
was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Nashville  in  Sep- 
tember, 1865,  and  discharged  at  Jackson,  Mich., 
November  15,  with  the  rank  of  a  Corporal. 

Returning  home,  Mr.  Hendryx  bought  his 
father's  farm  in  December,  and  upon  it  he  has 
since  resided,  and  has  devoted  himself  largely  to 
the  raising  of  thoroughbred  cattle  and  Pascas 
hoi*st»s,  and  also  in  shipping  ship  timber.  He  has 
acted  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  foi*  eight  yeai>,  and 
is  active  as  a  worker  in  the  Republican  ranks.  He 
has  l)een  married  three  times,  his  first  union  taking 
place  January  1,  I860,  with   Martha,  daughter  of 


William  and  Abigail  Itenjamin.  She  died  Decem- 
ber 26,  1861,  and  in  Septeml>er,  1862,  Mr.  Hen- 
dryx was  married  to  Lucy  Ann  Swank,  a  native 
of  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  (Jrace 
(Mills)  Swank.  Nine  children  were  the  result  of 
this  marriage:  William  O.,  (Irace,  Frank  W. 
John  D.,  Myrtie,  Jesse,  Frances,  Thomas  and 
Aggie.  Their  mother  died  March  26,  1885.  The 
present  ^Frs.  Hendryx  is  Alzeretta,  daughter  of 
Henry  and  Minerva  (Morton)  lloisington,  of  Ty- 
rone Township,  and  widow  of  Flavil  Origgs,  and 
to  this  marriage  no  children  have  been  granted. 
This  highly  respected  and  esteemed  family  are 
known  not  only  throughout  the  limits  of  the 
township,  but  also  in  broader  circles,  and  in  all 
walks  of  life  they  are  useful  and  worthy  of  the 
regard  in  which  they  are  held. 


-^^+^e=* 
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[fU.^  ENRY  N.  BEACH,  who  is  serving  his  fourth 
Jiterm  its  Supervisor  of  Brighton  Township,  is 
-  one  of  the  enterprising  and  progressive  far- 
mers of  Livingston  ('ounty.  He  was  born 
in  (Jreen  Oak  Township,  just  across  the  road  from 
where  he  now  lives,  January  8,  1 847.  His  father  was 
LeCirand  lieach,  a  native  of  New  York,  there  lx)rn 
Noveml>er  4,  1810.  He  was  a  farmer  and  came  to 
Michigan  at  an  early  day,  locating  a  piece  of  Oov- 
ernment  land  on  section  1,  Green  Oak  Township, 
Livingston  County.  Here  he  passed  through  the 
various  stages  and  phases  of  pioneer  life  and 
cleared  and  improved  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land.     He  died  March  13,  1874. 

Mr.  lieach,  Sr.,  came  to  the  Wolverine  State 
without  means  and  what  he  acquired  before  his  de- 
cease was  made  by  hard  lalK)r  and  most  dilligent 
effort.  He  was  an  h<mest  as  well  as  an  industrious 
man,  and  enjoyed  the  c(»nfidence  and  respect  of  all 
who  knew  him.  For  many  years  prior  t<»  his  death 
he  had  been  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  stood  high  anumg  his  associates  in  that  reli- 
gious body.  Our  subject's  mother  was  in  her 
maiden  davs  Miss  Zuba  Bryant,  born  December  25, 
1817.     She  was  a  native  of  New  York  and  was  the 
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constant  and  faithful  companion  of  her  husband's 
pioneer  days.  '  She  was  a  life-long  Baptist  and  by 
her  interest  and  energy  did  much  to  establish  that 
religious  body  in  this  section.  She  died  July  27, 
1885.     She  was  the  mother  of  four  children,  onlv 

• 

one  of  whom, our  subject,  is  at  present  living. 

Ilenrv  Beach  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
parents'  home,  lie  received  a  district-school  edu- 
cation and  for  a  short  time  enjoyed  the  advantages 
offered  at  the  graded  schools  at  New  Hudson.  He 
began  farming  for  himself  in  1872.  He  and  his 
brother  Alanson  together  purchased  a  part  of  the 
farm  which  our  sul)ject  now  owns  and  which  is 
located  on  section  36,  Brighton  Township. 
Together  they  farmed  this  for  some  time.  After 
their  father's  death  they  purchased  their  sister's 
interest  in  the  old  homestead  and  soon  thereafter 
divided  their  landed  interest,  the  brother  taking 
the  old  homestead  and  our  subject  retaining  his 
present  farm. 

The  original  of  this  sket<ih  was  married  Decem- 
l)er  12,  1871,  to  Miss  Ella  Burnett,  who,  like  him- 
self, is  a  native  of  this  countv  and  State,  havinjr 
been  l)orn  in  (ireen  Oak  Township  October  17. 
1850.  They  are  the  i)arents  of  six  children,  five  of 
whom  are  now  living  at  home.  They  are  Louie 
L.,  Belle  L.,  Grace  11.,  who  is  deceased;  Nell,  Hen- 
richa  and  Newt4)n  B.  Mrs.  Ik^ach  was  a  daughter  of 
Jonathan  and  Sarah  (Clongli)  Burnett,  the  for- 
mer a  native  of  Canada  and  the  latter  of  New 
York.  Thev  came  to  Michi<4:an  at  an  earlv  dav 
and  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  (ireen  Oak 
Township.  The  father  died  .lanuarv  22,  IHHl, 
having  been  born  in  \1\K).  The  mother  died  Feb- 
ruary 3,  1HH4.  They  had  lived  together  almost 
fifty  years  in  the  el(»sest  and  most  sympathetic 
companionsliii).  Six  of  their  seven  children  are 
still  living. 

Our  subject  is  a  Hcpublican  in  his  jjolitical  pref- 
erence, giving  the  weight  of  his  intlucnce  and  vote 
to  that  party.  The  people  of  the  township  have 
shown  the  confidence  which  they  repose  in  his 
intejifritv  and  abilitv  bv  electing  him  to  a  number 
of  ottices  in  the  gift  of  the  township.  He  was 
elected  Supervisor  in  1H87  and  still  serves  in  that 
capacity,  it  being  at  present  his  fourth  term.  Mr. 
Beach  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  seventeen   , 


acres  of  good  land  that  is  highly  improved.  He 
has  thereon  a  comfortable,  commodious  and  attrac- 
tive farmhouse,  with  tine  Iwirns  and  outhouses. 
Although  a  general  farmer,  he  makes  a  specialty  of 
breeding  sheep  for  the  city  markets.  Much  credit 
belongs  to  him  of  whom  we  write  for  the  indomit- 
able energy  with  which  he  has  pursued  his  career. 
He  l)egan  life  without  any  means,  but  has  .>uc- 
ceeded  in  acquiring  a  handsome  comiHJtency  by  his 
tareful  management  and  his  industrious,  prudent 
ways.  He  is  a  clever,  energetic  and  industrious 
man,  prominent  and  influential  in  the  community. 
His  wife  is  known  throughout  the  c^ounty  for  her 
amiable,  generous  disposition  and  broad,  progress- 
ive ideas  in  social  as  well  as  other  matters. 


Elr^ 


^^#P^^^^ 


KKDINANI)  W.  MUNSON.  The  gentleman 
V  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is 
Ai\  the  pro])rietor  of  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  as  fine  land  as  there  is  in  Livingston 
County.  This  is  cultivatc»d  to  perfection,  the 
latest  and  most  improved  methods  in  scientific  ag- 
riculture being  employed.  There  is  also  thereon 
a  home  of  which  any  man  might  well  be  ])roud — 
not  a  palace  whosi'  care  and  expense  may  embarrass 
and  liarrass,  it  i.s  vet  a  home  in  everv  sense  of  the 
word — a  place  of  beauty  and  comfort  in  which  one 
may  live  and  learn  to  appreciate  how  good  it  is  to 
be  born  in  the  latter  i)art  of  the  nineteenth  cent- 
ury and  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  United  States. 

The  Empire  State  is  the  scene  of  the  nativity  of 
him  of  whom  we  write,  having  first  opened  his 
eves  in  his  father's  home  in  Broome  Countv.  N.  Y.. 
on  the  banks  of  the  Susquehanna  River,  ]SIaich 
.31,  1H31.  His  i)arents  were  Samuel  S.  and  IMieU' 
A.  (Walker)  Munson,  natives  of  Connecticut  and 
Saratoga,  N.  Y.,  respectively.  His  paternal  prt»- 
genitor  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  having  served  an 
api)renticeship  of  seven  years  and  worked  at  that 
busines>  until  he  was  thirtv-one  veai*s  of  affe,  when 
he  gave  it  u\)  to  engage  in  farming  at  Grent  IWnd, 
Pa.,   later    removing  to  Camillus,  N.  Y.     In   185^ 
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he  came  West,  settling  in  Fowlerville,  Livingston 
County,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until 
the  latter  part  of  his  life  when,  retiring  from 
active  labor,  he  removed  to  Fowlerville,  where  he 
died  February  1,  1887.  His  wife  survived  him  but 
a  short  time,  her  decease  occurring  May  2,  1887. 
They  were  aged  respectively  eighty-seven  and 
eighty-four  yeai-s  at  the  time  of  their  death. 

Mr.  Munson's  paternal  gmndsire  was  Almond 
Munson,  a  native  of  Connecticut.  He  was  a  far- 
mer by  calling  but  was  engaged  in  the  luml>er 
business  during  a  large  portion  of  his  life.  He 
spent  his  latter  days  at  (ireat  Bend,  Pa.,  where  he 
was  greatly  respected  as  a  prominent  man  of  known 
integrity  and  high  reputation.  His  acquaintance  was 
very  wide  and  he  was  popular  wherever  he  went. 
He  had  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  five  years, 
his  father  and  three  brothei*s  having  also  been 
engaged  in  that  struggle  for  independence.  Alto- 
gether they  aggregated  a  service  to  their  country 
of  thirty-one  yeai^s.  Our  subject's  great-grandfather 
was  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 

The  father  of  him  of  whom  we  write  was  in 
early  days  a  Whig  and  later  a  Republican,  In  his 
church  relations  he  and  his  familv  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  body,  in  which  he  always 
has  held  some  office.  His  wife  and  our  subject's 
mother  was,  previous  to  her  marriage,  a  Miss  Phebe 
Walker.  Her  father  was  Stephen  Walker,  a  native 
of  Rhode  Island,  and  her  mother  was  Lydia  (Clard- 
ner)  Walker,  born  in  Hudson,  N.  Y.  The  former 
was  a  house-builder,  and  followed  his  trade  through 
life.  Ik)th  he  and  his  wife  died  at  Camillus,  On- 
ondaga County,  N.  Y.  He  belonged  to  that  quaint 
religious  body  that,  so  persecuted  in  England, 
sought  a  refuge  in  the  United  States  under  their 
distinguished  leader,  William  Penn.  Our  subject 
is  one  of  twelve  children,  only  three  of  whom  are 
now  living.  They  are  Mrs.  E.  M.  Spencer  of  Mar- 
quette, this  State;  Mrs.  S.  A.  Lowe,  also  of  Mar- 
quette, and  the  gentleman  who  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  writ<^  early  received 
the  training  of  a  farmer's  boy.  He  received  his 
education  at  the  Fairmont  Union  School,  near 
Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  and  is  a  graduate  of  the  State 
Normal  School  at  ITpsilanti.     Prior  to  his  entrance 


in  the  last-named  institution  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing and  continued  the  work  after  he  had  finished 
his  collegiate  coui*se,  having  taught  the  first  union 
school  at  Howell  and  l)eing  Principal  of  the  same. 
Four  teachers  were  under  his  supervision.  He  also 
taught  in  Dowagiac,  Cais  County,  being  Principal 
of  that  school  and  also  having  supervision  of  sev- 
eral under  teachers.  His  next  location  was  at 
Hastings,  Barry  County,  this  State,  where  he  held 
the  iK)sition  of  Principal.  At  the  three  latter 
places  his  wife  was  engaged  in  school  work  with 
him,  behaving  been  united  in  marriage  September 
6,  1858,  to  Miss  Frances  R.  Lake,  a  native  of  Phil- 
adelphia, Pa.,  and  a  daughter  of  Rial  and  Mary  F. 
(Burt)  Lake,  natives  of  Vermont,  who  came  West 
while  Michiijan  was  vet  a  territorv  and  settled  in 
Howell  Towiu^hip. 

Mr.  Lake  was  a  graduate  of  the  Middlebury  Col- 
lege of  Vermont  and  taught  until  he  came  West, 
having  left  Philadelphia  with  his  wife  and  two 
children  and  on  his  advent  into  the  State  kxiated 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  Government  land. 
Thereon  he  built  a  log  house  and  for  manv  vears 
lived  a  life  of  seclusion  and  comparative  isolation, 
for  the  most  frequent  visitors  w.ere  the  Indians. 
For  many  years  they  had  no  neighbors  nearer 
than  a  mile  and  a  half.  It  was  in  the  midst  of 
timber  openings  and  their  nearest  market  was  at 
Dexter,  a  distance  of  twenty-two  miles.  He  lived 
here  until  18;")  1,  at  which  time  his  decease  occurred. 
His  wife  still  survives.  She  has  been  blind  for  the 
last  ten  yerii*s,  but  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  a  charm- 
ing conversationalist.  She  is  a  true  Christian, 
having  with  her  husband,  abided  by  the  principles 
which  the  Man  of  Sorrows  laid  down  for  his  follow- 
ei-s.  Of  the  family  of  eight  children  that  came  to 
enliven  the  hearts  and  home  of  this  worthy  couple, 
only  two  are  now  living,  Mrs.  Munson,  the  wife  of 
our  subject,  and  Henry  F.,  now  of  Gunnison,  Col., 
a  Receiver  in  the  I^nd  Office.  George  B.  was  Chief 
Engineer  of  the  Atchison  (t  Toi)eka  Railroad,  hav- 
ing been  connected  with  that  road  for  fourteen 
yeai*s.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Ann  Arbor,  and  died 
in  1 884,  at  Topeka,  Kan.  His  wife  and  two  children 
live  in  the  village  of  Howell,  Mi*s.  Lake  being  a 
daughter  of  Dr.  Z.  H.  Mai-sh.  Their  daughter, 
Helen  E,  died  in  1870.     She  was  a  graduate  of  the 
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Female  Seminary  at  I^nsing.  She  tauglit  in  the 
college  at  lousing  and  also  at  I^ebanon,  Ind.,  tw- 
in g  Preceptress  of  the  seminary  and  also  Principal 
of  various  private  schools. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  has  a  family  of  two 
children — Melvin  H.  is  a  graduate  of  the  Howell 
Schot>l  and  at  present  Division  Engineer  and  Chief 
of  Construction  in  Mexico,  of  the  Mexican  South- 
ern Railroad;     Wei  ton  M.  is  a  Professor  of  Ilort  i 
culture  in  the  Maine  State  College.     He  graduated 
at  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College  in   188H,  at 
twenty-five  yeare  of  age.     (^ne  son,  Rial  I^ke,  died 
in  early  manhood,  when  about  twenty   two-years 
of  age,   in    Toi)eka,   Kan.     He  was  then  acting  as 
Division  Engineer  on  the  Santa  Fe  Railroad.     We 
quote  from   an  article  written   by  his  chief,  the 
resident  engineer  of  the  Atchison,  Topeka  dr  Sant« 
Fe  Railroad,  and  published  in  the  Topeka  Common- 
ivealth  at  the  time  of  his  death.  "He  rose  rai>idly  and 
shone  brighter  than  those  of  twice  his  age  and  ex- 
perience, and  at  the  early  age  of  twenty  years  he 
was  made   Division  Engineer  on  one  of  the  most 
important  and  diflicult  divisions  of  the  road.''  Mr. 
Munson  is  in  his  political  liking  u  Repu]>lican.    He 
has  filled  several   municipal   otiices,  having    t)een 
School  Director  for  a  number  of  yeai-s.     He  is  re- 
garded  as  one  of  the  prominent  and   substantial 
men  of  the  county  and  one  upon  whose  word  one 
mav  thorouc^hlv  rely.     Mr.  Munson   has  filled  the 
offices  of  President  and  Sccretii  v  of  the  Livinirston 
County   Agricultural  Society  and  through  liis  in- 
ttuence  and  labor  with  others  greatly  promoted  tiie 
interests  of  the  same. 


--^^^ 


S  $'H 


>1LLIAM  M.  CARR,  who  is  one  of  the 
/\:ll  early  settlers  of  Williamstown  Township, 
y^^  Ingham  County,  is  a  son  of  Caleb  Can*  who 
was  l)oni  in  New  York,  October  2(J.  ITi);"),  but  who 
lived  in  Canada  from  his  fifth  to  his  thirtv-fifth 
year.  He  was  there  married,  Sei)teniber  12,  1820. 
to  Catherine  Wholsa|)plc,  who  was  born  in  New 
York,  October  14,  171)G.  Their  children  were 
Harriet,  Julius  A..  William  M.,  .lulia  M.  and 
Charles  W.,  all  of  whom  were  born  in  Canada. 


In  1834  the  father  of  this  hous(*hold  came  to 
Michigan  and  for  a  year  and  a  half  lived  in  Farm- 
ingt<m  Township,  Oakland  County.  He  then  re- 
sides for  three  years  in  the  village  of  Kensington 
after  which  he  removed  to  I-.ocke  Township  and 
three  veai-s  later  in    1842  came  to  Williamstown 

ft 

where  he  remained  for  the  remainder  of  his  da  vs. 
He  was  the  first  blacksmith  in  the  township  and 
built  the  fii-st  frame  house  therein  and  had  the  first 
grist  groinid.  His  father  also  bore  the  name  of 
Caleb  Carr  and  was  a  Methodist  minister  who  came 
to  Michigan  in  1830. 

Caleb  Carr,  Jr.  was  a  pioneer  of  Ingliam  County, 
and  made  his  home  on  fortv  aci'es  which  lie  owned 
till  death,  although  he  lived  for  sevei-al  yeai^s  in 
the  village  of  Williamston.  He  had  lx»en  a  soldier 
and  a  prisoner  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  ever  a 
hard  working  man.  He  died  in  1868  and  had 
mourned  his  wife  for  eight  years.  His  son,  Will- 
iam, was  lK)rn  March  3,  1826,  and  was  therefore 
eight  years  old  when  the  parents  came  to  Oakland 
Count v,  Mich. 

ft 

At  the  age  of  twenty-three  this  young  man  was 
married,  April  8,  1849,  to  Matilda  M.  M(X)re  who 
died  July  26,  185(1,  leaving  a  son,  George  M.  Carr. 
Our  sulgect  was  again  married  to  Sarah  B.  Simims, 
August  17,  18.51,  and  she  had  one  child  who  died 
in  infancy.  Mi-s.  Sarah  Carr  was  l>orn,  March  25, 
18.S.S.  in  Roval  Oak  Township,  Oakland  C^ountv. 
Mich.,  where  her  parent**,  John  and  Martha  Sinu>ns, 
were  ])ioneers.  He  afterward  removed  to  Howell, 
Livinjrston  County,  where  the  mother  died  in  184.'> 
and  somewhat  later  the  father  made  his  home  in 
Williamstown,  and  there  died.  May  22,  1854. 
They  had  four  sons  and  three  daughters.  William. 
Cynthia,  Sarah,  llenrv,  Joel  and  Martha. 

Since  the  age  of  thirteen  our  subject  has  resided 
in  Jnirham   County   and  since    1839  when   he  at- 

*^  ft 

tended  the  fii*st  township  meeting,  he  has  not 
missed  one  of  these  meetings.  His  first  purchase 
comprised  forty  acres,  to  which  he  somewhat  later 
added  eighty  acies  and  afterward  tjave  forty  to  his 
son.  He  has  been  a  hard  worker  and  has  cleartMl 
and  broken  all  his  land  and  made  all  the  improve- 
ments, lie  helped  to  build  the  first  house  in  the 
township,  the  first  mill  and  the  fii'st  barn. 

Duiing  the  war   Mr.  Carr  was  strenuous  in    his 
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efforts  tx)  help  fill  up  the  quota  of  the  township  so 
that  there  might  Ikj  no  draft,  but  was  himself 
finally  drafted  and  served  three  months  in  the 
armv.  He  has  been  for  three  terms  the  Commis- 
sioner  of  Highways  to  which  oftiee  he  was  raised 
on  the  Republican  ticket,  having  been  attached  to 
that  party  since  its  organization.  He  is  President 
of  the  Pioneer  Society  of  four  townships,  namely: 
Locke,  I^eroy,  Whcatfield  and  Williamstown.  and 
in  the  Grand  Army  he  is  a  prominent  and  efficient 
member. 


*  P  *  P  >  I  y  >i 


•^#^-'— ^ 


^*    \  ' 


ON.  JOHN  A.  KERR.  Although  death  has 
laid  it8  hand  upon  the  heart  of  our  subject 
and  has  stilled  the  pulse  of  the  machine, 
there  is  still  an  emanation  of  his  spirit 
breathing  out  remembrances  of  the  good  that  he 
has  done  and  examples  that  might  well  l3e  emu- 
lated by  the  young.  From  January,  1858,  until 
the  time  of  his  death,  July  29,  1868,  he  was  State 
Printer  and  Binder,  and  for  two  years  after  his 
death,  his  wife  carried  on  liis  business.  He  was  born 
in  New  York  June  7,  1825,  and  was  a  son  of  John 
Kerr,  who  came  of  Scotch  ancestry.  His  parents, 
who  were  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  there  mar- 
ried, settled  later  near  Auburn,  N.  Y. 

Our  subject  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  liis 
native  county  and  was  there  engaged  in  the  pur- 
suit of  his  studies.  After  having  finished  his 
course  at  the  school  which  he  attended,  he  read 
medicine  with  Dr.  Thomi^son  and  attended  his 
lectures  at  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  Comj)elled  to  work  his 
way  tlirough  the  medical  college,  he  was  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  get  a  good  position  to  travel  during 
the  vaction  for  the  firm  of  Porter  tk  Sanborn.  He 
was  to  introduce  school  books  and  esix?cially 
Towne*s  Readers,  generally  advertising  the  firm. 
Making  a  marked  success  in  this  branch  of  the 
trade,  he  was  offered  a  position  with  the  firm 
and  gained  so  good  an  insight  into  the  business 
while  with  them,  that  in  1850  he  went  into  busi- 
ness for  himself  in  the  city  of  Rocliester,  doing  a 
wholesale  and  retnil  and  publishing  business.    The 


firm  name  was  Wanzer,  Beardsley  <fe  Co.  Thus 
established,  he  felt  himself  justified  in  taking  upon 
tiimself  the  responsibilities  of  matrimonial  life. 

January  22,  1850,  Mr.  Kerr  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Polly  P.  Phelj)s  and  in  Rochester 
he  made  his  home  and  was  engaged  in  business 
until  the  time  of  his  going  to  Detroit  in  1854. 
At  the  last-named  place  he  established  a  publishing 
house  under  the  firm  name  of  Ken\  Doughty  <fe 
Lapham  and  conducted  a  wholesale  and  retail 
business  in  books,  first  locating  on  Jefferson  Avenue 
and  afterward  on  Woo<iward  Avenue.  While 
still  thus  connected  he  secured  the  contract  for 
furnishing  the  State  with  stationery.  Recogniz- 
ing an  opening  for  the  right  kind  of  men  for 
securing  the  State  work,  Mr.  Kerr  sold  out  his 
interests  in  Detroit  and  came  to  Tensing  in  1859. 
He  purchased  the  State  printing  office  and  secured 
Rufus  Hosmer  as  partner;  after  Mr.  Hosmer's 
death  it  was  continued  under  the  firm  name  of 
Kerr  <fe  Co.  Tlie  company  contracted  to  do  all  the 
State  printing  and  binding  and  our  subject  built 
the  block  afterward  used  by  the  State  Repvblican. 
Pi'ior  to  his  death  Mr.  Kerr  had  built  up  a  thriving 
business  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  the  city  and  State. 

A  man  whose  capabilities  were  early  recognized, 
Mr.  Kerr  was  quickly  pushed  to  the  front  in  the 
official  management  of  the  city.  He  was  elected 
Ma^'or  of  I^nsing,  l)eing  the  second  to  serve  in 
that  capacity  after  the  incorporation  of  the  muni- 
cipality; prior  to  this  he  had  been  Supervisor  of 
the  township.  The  town  being  so  new  at  the  time 
he  was  Mayor,  very  few  improvements  had  been 
made,  and  to  him  belongs  the  credit  of  inaugurat- 
ing a  new  system  of  beautifying  streets  and  mak- 
ing the  city  generally  more  attractive.  He  caused 
the  double  rows  of  trees  to  be  set  on  the  streets, 
the  latter  to  be  reduced  to  a  uniform  grade  and 
in  many  other  ways  improving  the  place.  Mr. 
Kerr  was  the  fii*st  property  owner  to  introduce 
gas  into  his  house  and  office  as  an  illuminating 
agent,  manufacturing  his  own  supply  and  on  his 
own  i)remise8. 

On  first  coming  to  the  city  and  before  bringing 
his  family  hither  our  subject  purchased  the  block 
located  on   the  corner  of  St.  Joseph  and  Grand 
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Streets  and  here  he  completed  a  fine  home  tliat 
is  still  imposing  in  size  and  style  of  architecture. 
It  was  the  first  really  fine  dwellin*;  erected  in  the 
city  of  I^nsing  and  still  maintains  its  presti<i:e. 
The  house,  which  is  Colonial  in  its  simplicity, 
thereby  acquiring  an  added  dignity  and  elegance, 
stands  on  the  southwest  corner  of  the  block  and  is 
surrounded  b}-  a  well  kept  and  velvety  lawn, 
shade  trees  of  choice  varieties  and  varied  shades  of 
foliage,  making  the  place  an  ideal  sylvan  retreat 
that  yet  is  the  favorite  meeting  i)lace  for  the  lK»st 
classes  of  people  in  the  city.  The  parlors  of  this 
l>eautiful  home,  presided  over  by  a  charming 
hostess,  have  been  the  scene  for  many  a  bon  mot, 
and  here  the  choicest  spirits  have  met,  ranging 
in  nature  **from  grave  to  gay,  from  lively  to 
severe.** 

Mr.  Kerr  was  ever  an  active  business  man;  he 
managed  successfully  a  large  amount  of  real  estate 
and  realized  from  that  a  handsome  profit,  lie  w:is 
by  nature  a  liberal  and  public-spirited  ])erscm. 
During  the  War  of  the  RelK'llion,  although  he  was 
incapacitated  for  active  service  }>ecaus(»  of  the 
official  position  he  held  in  the  city  of  his  residence, 
lie  used  his  influence  and  means  most  liberallv  for 
the  aid  of  the  brave  soldiers  who  went  out.  Our 
subject  was  a  scholar,  hi?  literary  taste  in  literature 
was  of  the  most  refined  and  cultured  character. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  wjis  the  [XK'^scs.sor  of  n 
very  fine  library,  vohinies  selected  with  cnre  at 
different  times  during  his  career;  most  of  these 
were  handsomelv  bound  bv  himself.     C'onsj)ic»ious 

•  •  I 

amouii:  the  larye  number  of  books  included  in  his 
librarv  are  the  works  of  the  Ihitish  i)oets,  fiiielv 
bound  in  one  hundred  and  sixtv  volumes.  That 
he  was  a  h)ver  of  fiction  is  shown  by  thc^  many 
novels  of  the  better  chiss  found  on  the  shelves, 
and  amcmg  these  are  the  AVaverly  novels;  Harper's 
magazines  are  also  here  found,  from  the  first  num- 
ber until  the  present  time.  Ilis  tastes  as  a  biblio- 
phile are  also  shown  by  a  very  lare  collection  of 
old  and  valuable  works,  many  of  which  are  the 
only  editions  extant.  It  is,  all  in  all,  not  simply 
a  large  library,  but  a  very  rare  collection.  Althouirli 
as  a  youth  he  had  not  the  advantages  of  hitrher 
collegiate  work,  he  was  at  tlu^  time  of  his  death  a 
hijifhly  educated  man,  so  made  by  his  own   efforts. 


liaving  l)een  throughout  life  a  great  and    discrim- 
inating reader  and  student. 

Mr.  Kerr's  useful  career  on  earth  was  suddenly 
ended  July  29,  1868,  while  returning  from  St 
Catherines,  where  he  had  been  for  his  health.  His 
death  took  place  in  one  of  the  coaches  of  the  Great 
Western  i^ilroad  near  London,  Canada.  He  was 
brought  to  I^ansing  and  with  the  greatest  honors 
and  deference  that  could  l>e  shown  b^'  his  associ- 
ates, lM>th  in  business  life  and  social  relations, amid 
a  great  concourse  of  people,  who  were  assembled 
to  pay  the  last  tribute  of  respect  to  one  of  the 
men  who  had  done  so  much  to  make  a  reputation 
for  all  that  is  desirable  in  the  capital  city  of  Mich- 
igan, his  body  was  interred  in  the  Lansing  ceme- 
tery August  1,  1868.  l^ing  a  member  }x)th  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  of  the 
Masons,  the  ceremonial  was  conducted  with  the 
pomp  and  solemnity  for  which  these  orders  are 
conspicu<>us.  Politically  he  was  in  early  life  a 
Whig,  but  on  the  organization  of  the  Repul)lican 
party  he  was  one  of  the  first  men  to  aid  its  growth 
in  this  State  and  was  always  thereafter  recogrnized 
as  one  of  the  most  prominent  leaders  of  the  party. 

Our  subject's  wife,  who  was  before  her  marriage 
Miss  Phelps,  was  born  in  Ira,  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  .lanuary  27,  1827.  She  is  a  daughti^r  of 
Deacon  Israel  and  Ruth  (llawley)  Phelps,  and 
received  her  education  at  the  Auburn  (N.  Y.,) 
Female  Seminary.  She  is  a  bright  and  intellectual 
woman  of  varied  accomplishments  and  large  cap.*i- 
bililies  and  was  of  great  {u<tsistance  to  Mr.  Kerr  in 
his  business  career.  Even  before  their  marriaire 
she  assisted  him  financially  so  that  he  w^as  enabled 
to  take  the  stand  in  commercial  life  that  he 
actpiired.  She  is  a  w<mmn  of  large  artistic  taste 
and  instinct  and  the  credit  of  the  plans  that  made 
his  home  so  beautiful  Ixdongs  in  no  small  degi*ee 
to  her.  She  has  decorated  it  and  taken  her  part  as 
hostess  so  well  that  it  is  one  of  the  noted  resorts  of 
this  part  of  the  Stale  for  men  and  women  (»f  cul- 
ture and  intelligence. 

Of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mi*s.  Kerr  one  child 
survives,  by  name  Elizal)eth  R.  She  is  now  Mrs. 
Dr.  Hull,  of  (iettysburg,  S.  Dak., and  is  the  mother 
of  two  children,  Krgo  Charles  and  Otho.  Mrs. 
Kerr's  children  who  died  are  Charles  K.,  who  sur- 
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vived    hia    father's   death    five   yeai-s  and   pat^sed    : 
away   wliile  in  the  flower  of  his  youn<i:  manhood   ' 
when  twenty-two  years  of  age,  and  a  little  daugh- 
ter, Mary  P.,  wlio  was   taken    away  when  only  six 
months  of  age.     Mrs.  Kerr  is  a  member  of  the  Fii-st 
Presbyterian  C^hnrch  and   has  been   so  connected 
for  many  yeai*s,  her  training  being  largely  depen-   | 
dent  upon  her  church  relations,  as  her  parents  were 
devoted  members  of  that  lx>dv. 

In  connection  with  this  sketch  appears  a  litho- 
graphic portrait  of  Mr.  Kerr. 


'^,^  RS.  ELIZABETH  BARMIOUSE.     Among 
[\    the  thorough-going  farmei-s  of  Livingston 
County  there  are  a  number  of  ladies,  wlio 
'^  having  been  united  in  their  early  days  to 

men  of  character  and  enterprise  engaged  in  the 
business  of  farming,  and  now  having  Ixicn  widowed, 
are  devoting  themselves  unflinchingly  and  with  a 
good  degree  of  suct^ess  to  the  business  of  agricul- 
ture. As  they  have  learned  the  business  by  takintj 
a  partner's  interest  in  it  during  the  happy  days  of 
their  married  life,  they  are  admirably  adapted  to 
carrying  it  on  independently. 

Mrs.  Bamhouse  is  one  of  these  women  farmers 
and  is  establishing  an  excellent  reput:ition  for 
thoroughness  and  success.  She  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania in  1816  and  the  good  man  to  whom  she 
was  united  in  marriage  was  a  native  of  Ohio, being 
l)orn  in  the  same  year  as  herself,  llis  name  wa.s 
Abner  liarnhouse,  Mrs.  Barnhousi'  was  twenty- 
two  years  old  when  she  came  in  her  maidenhood 
to  Ohio,  and  she  was  there  united  with  Mr.  Barn- 
house  in  marriage. 

The  young  couple  were  not  contented  with  their 
life  in  Ohio  and  decided  to  come  farther  West,  and 
having  heard  of  Michigan  as  a  land  of  promise, 
they  made  their  way  to  this  Slate.  To  their  home 
came  six  children,  two  daughters  and  four  sons: 
Susannah,  now  deceased;  Oliver  married  Ella  R. 
Brown,  wlio  has  presented  him  with  three  children: 
Emma  C,  Alta  R.  and   Millie  M.;  John,   who   was 


born  in  1853  and  is  still  making  his  liome  with  his 
mother;  Daniel,  deceased,  who  was  bom  in  1855; 
Mary  A.,  born  in  1856,  who  is  at  home  with  her 
mother  and  brother;  (George  W.,  born  in  1857,  who 
is  unmarried  and  at  home. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Peter  and  Cath- 
erine (Rudaseal)  Miller,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  four  daughtei*s  and  seven  sons,  and  our 
subject  was  tlie  first-borUi  Her  brothel's  and  sisters 
are:  David,  deceased;  Mary  M.,  now  the  wife  of 
John  Runier  and  the  mother  of  two  children; 
Henry  married  L.  Miller,  by  whom  he  had  eight 
children;  Peter,  Daniel,  Micliael,  Eva,  Mary  Ann, 
William  and  John. 

Upon  her  estate  Mrs.  Barnhouse  is  carrying  on 
general  farming  and  makes  a  specialty  of  the  care 
of  sheep.  Her  home  is  substantial  and  attractive 
and  the  outbuildings  are  excellent  and  suflicient  in 
both  number  and  capacity  for  accommodating  the 
work  of  the  farm.  The  Republican  party  received 
the  hearty  endoi-sement  of  Mr,  IWnhousc  and  he 
trained  up  his  sons  in  the  principles  which  are 
embodied  in  the  platform  of  that  part}',  but  in 
tl^ese  days  the  sons  feel  that  the  saloon  question 
outweighs  to  them  the  matters  of  tariff  and  the 
other  branches  of  political  economy  which  arc  in 
dispute  between  the  old  parties,  and  have  placed 
themselves  in  the  ranks  of  the  Prohibitionists. 


^^>-^<m^ 


HARLES  T.  HYNE.  It  gives  us  pleasure  to 
chroncile  the  events  in  the  career  of  a  man 
^i^f^  whose  t<5ndencies  have  always  been  in  an 
upward  direction.  We  frequently  associate  chance 
with  success,  l>ut  the  etymology  of  the  word  allows 
no  such  association.  Success  is  that  which  crowns 
achievement,  and  there  must  be  vigor  and  force  to 
achieve.  He  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  is  a  suc- 
cessful man,  not  only  in  a  business  way,  intimating 
that  he  has  attained  a  good  financial  standing,  but 
by  rising  to  the  best  ideal  that  we  have  of  manliness, 
lie  is  endowed  with  a  bright  intellect,  and  clear, 
<piick  percei>tive   faculties;  a  business  man   of   no 
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mean  culilu-e  and  one  who  is  held  in  the  liighe.st  es- 
teem by  his  friends  and  assoeiates.  ' 

Mr.  Ilyne,  who  has  for  more  than  fifty  years 
been  a  resident  of  Bri<^hton  Township,  Livingston 
County,  is  a  native  of  Prussia  and  was  lx)rn  in 
tlie  villa<?e  of  Somerta,  near  Alfoot,  in  Saxony, 
September  21,  1824.  His  father,  (Godfrey  Ilyne, 
was  a  native  of  tlie  same  country  and  h)ealitv,  and 
was  by  calling  a  farmer  and  fruit  grower.  He  emi- 
grated  to  America  with  his  family  in  1H40.  He  I 
landed  in  New  York  after  a  tedious  voyage  of  i 
twelve  weeks  on  the  ocean.  Three  weeks  later  he 
arrived  in  Detroit  with  his  family,  and  from  this 
place  he  came  direct  to  Living^^ton  C-ounty.  set- 
tling in  Brighton  Townshi[)  where  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixtv  a<  res  of  virmn  forest  land. 

At  the  time  of  the  advent  of  our  subjt^ct's  father 
in  this  count v,  there  were  but  verv  few  settlei*s 
in  the  township.  A  log  house  was  scmmi  built  and 
in  that  the  familv  lived  for  several  years.  The 
forests  abounded  in  wild  game,  and  Indians  fre- 
quently visited  the  settlement,  (iodfrey  Hyne 
was  an  industrioits,  hard  working  man  Jind  weU 
educated,  although  suffering  a  disadvantage  in  this 
country  from  his  imperfect  knowledge  of  Knglish. 
He  was,  however,  thoroughly  conversant  with  bus- 
iness methods.  He  lived  to  clear  and  improve  a 
considerable  tract  of  land,  and  died  May  1  1,  1H71, 
at  the  rine  old  aire  of  four-^core  years,  lie  was  a 
zealous  Christian  and  a  lifelong  member  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church.  Our  subject's  mother  boi*e  the  mai<l- 
en  name  of  Mary  Tietnum.  She  was  a  native  of 
the  same  ])lace  as  was  her  husband.  Sh(^  was  the 
mother  of  five  children,  and  feeling  that  her  work 
on  eaiith  was  well  done,  her  decease  t(K>k  place  in 
March  1H7H,  at  the  age  of  eii»hty-four  years. 

.Mr.  llyne's  eldest  brother,  (iodfrev.  was  a  natural 
mechanic.  He  had  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
and  also  that  of  a  millwright, but  died  in  1H12,  two 
years  after  coming  to  this  country.  William  the 
second  brother,and  entered  the  King's  service  early 
in  life.  He  was  pronu»ted  from  one  position  to 
another  until  he  finally  became  Police  .Judge  for 
the  city  of  Northausen,  which  i)osition  was  lllled 
with  credit  until  a  few  years  ago,  when  he  resigned 
on  account  of  old  a^c.  The  fourth  brother  or  the 
one  younger  than  our  suliject  who   is  the  third   in 


order  of  birth,  Frederick  C.,  is  now  a  retired  busi- 
ness man  living  in  Fowlerville.  The  fifth  a  daugh- 
ter Annie,  is  deceased.  He  of  whom  we  write  was 
reared  in  his  native  villiage  whei'e  also  he  at- 
tended school  from  the  ages  of  five  to  fourteen 
veal's,  inclusive.  He  was  about  sixteen  ^'ears  of 
age  when  he  cjime  to  the  New  World  with  his  par- 
ents and  already  possessed  a  fair  education.  Quiek 
to  learn  he  s<M)n  conquered  the  idioms  of  the  Eng- 
lish language.  He  assumed  the  management  of 
his  father's  affairs,  transacting  the  business  of  what- 
ever nature  in  his  own  name. 

In  those  early  days  the  family  were  hampered  for 
means  and  had  to  practice  the  utmost  economy  to 
get  abmg.  The  country  was  new  and  there  was 
very  little  money  current,  nearly  all  business  being 
trade.  Young  Hyne  was  a  youth  of  indomitable 
l)luck  and  energy,  but  had  hardly  gotten  started 
on  the  n>ad  of  success,  when  he  was  arrested  in  his 
cancer  by  a  sunstroke,  which  so  prostrated  him  that 
for  s(»yeral  years  he  wai<  under  the  care  of  a  pb^isi- 
cian.  during  the  most  of  which  time  he  was  unable 
to  do  hard  work,  although  he  was  not  idle.  A  fol- 
lower of  the  goddess  Diana,  he  sixjut  much  time  in 
hunting,  and  kept  his  family  supplied  with  the 
most  delicate  venison,  and  bear  meat.  He  also  be- 
came a  skillful  trapper  and  secured  a  large  amount 
of  fur.  f(M-  which  he  found  a  ready  market  at  rem- 
unerative prices.  During  the  summer  he  carried 
on  farming,  doing  his  trapping  in  the  winter  sea- 
son. 

That  was  a  day  when  nearly  everv  one  owned 
his  own  land,  and  our  subject  was  not  l)ehind  the 
others  in  this.  He  purchased  land,  cleared  it  .and 
ndded  more,  but  never  went  into  debt  beyond  his 
means.  He  was  united  in  marriage  in  August, 
18 17,  to  Miss  Ilenne  L.  Westphal,  a  native  of  the 
Fatherland,  who  came  to  the  I'nited  States  with 
her  parents  about  \H\\.  This  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  ei^ht  children  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Wil- 
liam.  Frederick.  Harriet,  Celia,  Franklin,  Louisa, 
Amelia  and  Anna.  William  married  and  is  a  pros- 
perous farmer  in  this  township.  Frederick  is  at 
the  head  of  a  home  of  his  own  and  nianasres  an  ex- 
tensive  business  of  his  own.  Harriet  is  the  wife  of 
C.  II.  Francis,  Esq.  a  prominent  attorney,  in  Bay 
City.     Celia  is  the  wife   of  James  McNamara,  a 
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farmer  in  Genoa  Townsliip.  Franklin  lias  a  home 
of  his  own  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Brighton  Town- 
ship. Louisa  is  the  wife  of  John  Carter,  a  farmer 
in  Marion  Township.  Amelia  and  Anna  are  at 
home. 

Politiciilly,  the  original  of  our  sketch  has  always 
been  a  Democrat,  and  while  he  has  been  prominent 
and  influential  in  the  councils  of  his  party,  he  has 
never  had  time  to  properly  attend  to  the  duties  of 
public  office  and  has  never  been  prevailed  upon  to 
accept  one.  He  has  been  a  Mason  for  thirty  years 
and  an  active  member  of  the  Blue  Lodge,  Chap- 
ter andCommandery.  As  a  farmer  he  has  l>een 
remarkably  successful.  He  has  cleared  and  highly 
improved  a  large  tract  of  land.  He  owned  a  mag- 
nificent farm  of  fourteen  hundred  acres  in  Brighton 
Township,  in  one  body  but  divided  it  among 
his  children.  He  has  also  owned  at  various  times 
several  farms  in  other  localities.  As  a  stock-raiser 
he  has  endeavored  to  excel,  always  breeding  onl}^ 
the  best. 

About  the  time  the  Detroit,   Lansing  <fe   North- 
em  railroad  was  built  through  Brighton,  the  firm 
of  C.  T.  Hyne  &  Son  built   a   large   elevator   and 
until  a  year  or  so  past,  bought  and  shipped  a   vast 
amount  of  grain,   wool    etc.     The   gentleman   of 
whom  we  write  has  recently  retired  from  the  active 
management  of  hLs  affairs,  and  with  his  family  has 
moved  to  the  beautiful  little  city  of  Brighton,  hav- 
ing given  the  care  of  almost  all  of  his  property  into 
the  hands  of  his  sons.     Now  that  he  has  arrived 
at  an   age   when    he  can  with  complacency  look 
back  upon  his  career,  and  realizes  the  obstacles  that 
he  has  had  to  surmount  in  order  to  attain  his  pres- 
ent position,  it  is  evident  that  he  is  eminently  a 
self  made  man  and  in  every   respect  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortunes.     He  began  life  without  means 
and   early   assumed   cures   too  heavy   for   3-oung 
shoulders.     He  has  undergone  some  very  severe 
trials,  especially  in  his  pioneer  days,  but  on  the  out- 
set of  his  career,  he  came  to  the  determination  to 
succeed  in  spite  of  everything,  and  he  has  not  been 
disappointed.     Whatever    he    has  undertaken   he 
has  accomplishes!  and  has  never  known  the  mean- 
ing of  the  word  "to   fair\     A  man  of  remarkable 
foresight    and  excellent   judgment,    his   progress 
during  the  early  part  of  his  life  was  slow  but  sure. 


The  rule  in  hLs  business  has  been  to  go  as  far  as 
his  means  would  permit,  but  no  farther.  It  has 
moreover,  been  a  marked  trait  to  his  character,  that 
he  carefully  balanced  every  subject,  and  arrived  at 
a  logical  conclusion  before  undertaking  any  enter- 
prise. In  his  dealings  with  his  fellow-men  he  has 
been  upright  and  honorable,  and  has  ever  done 
unto  othei*s  as  he  would  wisli  to  be  dcme  by.  In 
1878  he  visited  his  mother  country,  and  although 
the  ties  of  consanguinty  are  strong,  his  pride  and 
loyalty  is  in  his  adoptt»d  land.  He  is  proud  of  the 
fact  that  he  is  an  Americ^in  citizen.  Our  subject *s 
wife  and  daughters  are  memljers  of  the  Evangeli- 
cal Church. 


4^*5^ 
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EWIS  KETCHUM.  This  respected  citizen 
of  Cohoctah  Township,  Livingston  County, 
was  born  December  18,  1830,  in  Hanover, 
(jlerman\',  and  is  the  only  one  of  two  sons  and 
one  daughter  who  came  to  the  United  States.  He 
received  a  good  (German  education,  and  after 
coming  to  this  country  in  the  fall  of  1849  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Livingston  County,  In  Aug- 
ust of  that  year  he  had  left  (Jermany  for  the  New 
World,  and  he  landed  in  New  York  City  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  September,  coming  directly  to  Michi- 
gan, and  settling  in  the  township  of  Brighton, 
Livingston  County.  His  fortune  in  hand  was 
about  835,  and  he  soon  set  to  work  to  place  him- 
self in  an  independent  position. 

After  working  for  about  four  years  for  neigh- 
l)oring  farmers,  he  took  up  the  trade  of  a  carpen- 
ter, which  he  followed  until  1882.  In  1865  he 
had  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  18, 
Cohoctih  Township,  and  the  following  year  he 
moved  onto  tliis  farm  and  entered  upon  the  work 
of  felling  the  trees,  clearing  the  land  of  stumps, 
and  cultivating  and  improving  the  farm.  Upon 
it  he  placed  handsome  farm  buildings,  which 
are  an  ornament  to  the  township. 

Mr.  Ketchum  was  married  February  3,  1857,  to 
Mary  Hyne,  who  was  born  in  Prussia,  in  the  city 
of    Erpel,    February   3,  1839.     Her  parents,  God- 
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frid  and  Elinor  (llafland)  Ilyne,  came  to  tlie 
United  States  and  settled  in  tUe  township  of 
Brighton,  this  county.  The  father  died  in  1«42, 
leaving  one  child,  and  his  widow  somewhat 
later  married  F.  G.  Crosman,  hv  wliom  she  has  two 
children.  They  are  connected  with  the  Lutheran 
Church.  The  five  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ketchum  are  Helen,  wife  of  John  Hendricks, 
Adolph  C,  Herman  G.,  Edgar  F.  and  Fred  L. 
Mrs.  Ketchum  is  an  earnest  and  devoted  member 
of  the  P^vangelical  Church. 

Godfrid  Hyne  was  the  son  of  (iixlfrid  and 
Mary  Hyne,  who  had  four  sons  and  one  daughter. 
William  remained  behind  in  Germany,  and  the  re- 
mainder cnme  to  this  country,  namely:  Hannali, 
who  died  in  Brighton  and  left  one  child,  Charles 
T.,  and  Fred, 


4^ 
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HAHLES  J.  HOIKJE,  is  a  fanner  residing  on 
,  section  12,  Harland  Townshij),  Livingston 
"  County.  He  is  a  native  of  this  State,  hav- 
ing l)een  lx>rn  in  Soutiifield  Townshij),  Oakland 
County,  August  9,  1H37.  Our  suljject's  father  was 
Jonathan  ().  Hodge,  a  native  (jf  Connecticut,  who 
was  reared  in  Vermont,  going  there  with  his  pMrints 
at  the  lender  ix^v  of  three  venrs.  He  came  to  Mich- 
igan  in  1H.'54,  and  located  in  Sonthlicld  Township, 
Oakland  Conntv,  where  he  took  ui)  land  from  the 
(iovernment.  clearing  the  place  in  that  desolate 
way  which  was  necessary  to  early  sett  U^rs,  chop])ing 
down  the  timl)er,  and  leaving  a  fcurst  of  charred 
and  blackened  stumps  in  the  cleared  s[)aces,  that 
when  not  draped  and  covered  with  the  vines  and 
flowers  of  summer,  prcsenterl  a  forloin  and  dreary 
aspect.  He  built  thereon  a  little  log  house  and 
lived  there  for  a  tinu',  linally  moving  to  Tyrone 
Township,  Livingston  County,  where  for  ten  years 
he  worked  the  farm  on  shores,  finally  buying  the 
place  where  he  n(^)w  resides. 

Our  subject's  present  home  bore  no  improve- 
ments whatever  ujxm  his  a<lvent  hither.  For 
years  he  l)ent  his  efforts  to  clearing  and  cultivat- 
ing the    land  and  remained  there  as  long  as   he 


lived,  passing  away  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years. 
Jonathan  Hodge  was  a  Republican.  Our  subject's 
mother  was  In^fore  her  marriage  a  Miss  Betsy  Fall, 
a  native  of  Ohio  who  came  to  Michigan  with  her 
parents  in  1825.  Her  father  was  John  Fall,  a  nat- 
ive of  Massiu-husiftts.  He  was  one  of  tlie  earlv 
settlei-s  in  Oakland  County,  where  he  jsjient  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  Our  subject's  niotlier  lived 
to  be  fiftv-six  vears  of  age.  She  and  lier  husliand 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  one  daughter 
and  three  sons.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  the  first 
son  and  only  surviving  one.  His  sister  Lydia,  who 
is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Seaver,  resides  in  FUghland 
Township,  Oakland  County. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  wa;^  eight  3'ears  of 
age  when  he  came  to  Livingston  County  with  his 
parents.  His  first  school  days  were  spent  in  South- 
field  Township,  Oakland  County,  and  he  finished 
his  education  after  coming  to  Hartland  Township, 
Livingston  County.  He  remained  with  his  parents 
until  their  decease  and  married  January  1,  1862, 
in  Oakland  County,  a  lad^*  whose  maiden  name 
was  Chloe  Cole,  a  native  of  the  place  where  she  was 
married,  having  been  born  in  Highland  Township, 
NovemlKM'  L'$,  IH.VJ.  She  was  one  of  twins.  Her 
parents,  Orin  and  Tamar  (Firman)  Cole,  came  to 
^Nlichitrnn  in  1H:U.  and  located  in  Oakland  Countv, 
where  the  father  still  resides.  The  mother  died  at 
about  eiirhtv-two  vears  of  age  in  1883. 

Mr.  Hodge  has  lived  on  the  place  which  he  n<»w 
occupies,  ever  since    his  father  first  located    heiv. 
He  has  a  farm  of    two  hundred  acres   the  2ri*eater 
])art   of    which    is    im])roved,    one     hundred    and 
seventy- two  acres  l>eing  under  cultivation.      Thev 
have  a  good,  comfortable   hon»e  and   a    beautiful 
place  that  shows  the  cultivation  of  yciirs.     There 
are  tine  fruit  trees  and  choice  shade  trees  that  irive 
the  farm  an  attractive  and   pleasant  aspect.     Our 
subject  lias  two  fine  barns.     The  first  one  was  built 
in  lH()2at  a    cost  of    ^Ar}0.     It  is  34x60   feet   in 
dimensions.     The  sec(md  barn  he  built  in  I880,  at 
a  cost  of  ^\)0i).     It  is  31x64  feet  in  dimension.  He 
keeps  a  good  grade  of  stock,  making  a  special tv  of 
dealing  in   slieei),  having   some    particularlv    fine 
grades.     He  of  whom  we  write  votes  the   8ti*aight 
Republican  ticket,  but  feels  that  his  duty  is  done 
when  his  vote  is  cast  for  the  man    he  thinks  most 
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fitting  for  the  ottiec  in  question.  He  lias  no  ambi- 
tion to  he  an  office  holder  himself.  Socially  he 
belongs  to  Fen  ton  Lodge  No.  109,  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity. 


\ 


n.LLVM  PEARSON.  It  is  undoubtedly  a 
■.v/J^JMi  great  satisfaction  to  a  man  who  has 
'^}//  reached  years  of  maturity  to  look  back 
over  a  life  spent  in  struggles  to  do  well  for  his 
family  and  his  fellow-men,  to  feel  that  those  efforts 
liave  lK»en  recognized  b}'  friends  and  children,  and 
to  have  the  assurance  that  he  has  made  the  most 
of  life  and  that  the  w^orld  is  Ijetter  for  his  having 
lived  in  it. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  3,  1839,  in  Durham 
County,  England,  where  his  father,  William,  and 
his  mother,  Sarah  Ann  (Blackburn)  Pearson,  were 
also  born.  The  grandfather,  Robert  Pearson,  had 
a  large  family  of  children,  eight  in  all,  namely; 
William,  (ieorge,  Richard,  Robert,  John,  Mary, 
Ik^tse}'  and  Elizabeth.  They  were  all  born  in 
England,  but  came  to  IMichigan  and  settled  in 
Milford  Township,  Oakland  County,  where  the 
father  was  the  second  pioneer.  He  was  a  man  of 
means  and  entered  over  one  thousand  acres  of 
land,  giving  to  each  of  his  children  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  with  a  yoke  of  cattle,  or  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  without. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  wjis  a  local  min- 
ister of  the  Methodist  Episcoi)al  Church  and  prob- 
ably preached  more  funeral  sermons  in  that 
vicinity  than  any  other  minist^'r  of  that  day.  He 
lived  to  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-three  yeai-s. 
His  fii-st  wife  died  in  Milford  Township  and  he 
there  married  his  second  ccmipanion. 

AVilliam  l^earson,  Sr.,  came  from  the  mother 
country  in  1845,  ccmsuming  some  nine  weeks  in 
the  (K^ean  passage  from  Liverpool  to  (Juebec. 
From  that  city  he  came  directly  to  Detroit  and 
then  teamed  it  to  ^lilford,  where  he  settled  on 
eighty  acres  and  there  resided  until  his  deatii,  at 
the  age  of  eighty -seven,  in  November,  1888.     He 


had  a  family  of  six  children,  (me  of  whom  died  at 
DetroiJb  while  on  the  journey,  and  the  family  com- 
pleU^I  their  mournful  journey  to  the  new  home, 
bringing  with  them  the  dear  form  of  the  departed 
child  that  they  might  bury  it  at  Milford.  The 
surviving  children  are  Roliert,  Cleorge,  William, 
Joshua  and  Mary. 

Before  the  death  of  the  father  he  had  accumu- 
lated a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
and  he  was  a  man  of  value,  not  only  in  a  financial 
way,  but  as  a  citizen,  and  as  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  was  very 
active,  serving  as  a  Steward  through  all  of  his 
mm  hood  yeai*s.  His  faithful  wife  departed  this 
life  in  the  fall  of  1865. 

Our  subject  Ciime  to  the  l'nit<?d  States  with  his 
parents,  and  coming  up  the  St.  Lawrence  River  he 
fell  overboard  and  came  near  ending  his  career  by 
drowning,  but  was  rescued  by  an  Indian  sailor, 
with  whom  he  exchanged  locks  of  hair  and  whom 
he  keeps  in  grateful  memory.  He  received  a  good 
common  school  education,  and  at  twenty-one  began 
for  himself,  working  for  neighlx)ring  farmei-s  by 
the  month  until  the  spring  of  1860,  when  he 
started  out  with  two  neighbor  boys  for  California, 
traveling  by  way  of  New  York  City  and  Panama. 
In  the  land  of  the  sunset  he  worked  as  a  farmer 
for  one  year  for  ^360.  The  second  year  he  re- 
ceived  ^450  and  tiie  third  year  $550.  By  strict 
economy  he  managed  to  get  along  with  very  little 
of  his  wages,  drawing  only  enough  to  clothe  him- 
self, and  then  put  his  money  into  renting  his  em- 
ployer's farm,  ui)on  which  he  thus  worked  during 
the  fourth  year.  As  his  crops  failed  he  lost  all 
that  he  had  saved,  but  during  the  fifth  year  he 
t(K)k  the  farm  on  shares  and  being  now  successful 
made  51^2,500,  with  which  in  currency,  he  returned 
to  the  East. 

In  the  spring  of  1865  the  young  man  returned 
to  Miiford  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  on  sec- 
tion 21,  Tyrone  Township,  Livingston  County, 
which  wa,H  mostly  timber  land.  He  set  to  work  to 
fell  the  trees,  clear  out  the  stumps  and  raise  crops, 
in  all  of  which  he  was  eminently  successful.  He 
now  owns  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  on  sec- 
tions 21  and  25,  and  all  of  it  is  in  a  well  improved 
condition.     The   beautiful   home  of  Mr.  Pearson 
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was  for  yc»irs  presided  over  by  a  lady  who  was 
formerly  known  as  Miss  Rhoda  Algeo,  daughter 
of  I^wis  and  Ann  Algeo.  She  became  the  wife 
of  our  subject  ()ctol)er  16,  1867,  and  to  her  were 
granted  three  bright  and  interesting  children, 
Lewis,  Mittie  and  Sarah.  Mittie  died  at  the  age 
of  five  years  and  the  mother  passed  from  earth  in 
Noveml)er,  1888,  and  will  long  be  rememl)ered  as 
a  woman  of  earnest  Christian  character  and  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
In  this  same  religious  body  Mr.  Pearson  has  been 
an  active  worker  for  twenty  years,  and  in  politics 
he  is  an  earnest  and  stanch  Republican.  His  sec- 
ond marriage  took  place  in  Octol)er,  1^89,  and  he 
was  then  united  with  Isalwl,  daughter  of  Jolui 
and  Mary  HoUiday,  whose  many  earnest  and  lovely 
qualities  of  heart  and  mind  are  highly  api)reciated 
by  those  who  know  her. 
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Sw]()HN  T.  CARMKR.  The  name  of  him  of 
whom  we  writi;  1k' longs  to  a  good  old 
Holland  family  that  transferred  its  loy- 
alty  to  the  adopted  country  in  early  days, 
some  of  the  reprosenUitives  of  the  family  having 
foui^lit  in  the  war  in  whicli  America  gained  licr  in- 
d('i)endencc.  Our  su})j('ct  is  the  son  of  Daniel  and 
Hethiah  (Turner)  Carmei*.  Tlie  paU'rnal  grandsire, 
Abraham  Carmer,  came  from  Holland  and  settled 
in  Nov  Jersey  as  a  fannei*.  He  died  in  New  York, 
having  been  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 

The  grandsire  who  sheds  the  lustre  u[)on  the 
name  of  his  descendants  as  one  who  hazarded  all 
for  the  sake  of  his  adopted  land,  was  twice  mar- 
ried. He,  by  his  first  wife,  had  two  children, 
namel}':  John  and  Daniel.  His  second  wife  bore 
him  five  children,  of  whom  three  were  daugh- 
ters. Like  most  of  his  countrymen,  he  beh^nged  in 
religious  mattci*s  to  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church. 
Our  subject *s  father  was  born  Si'ptember  3,  1789, 
in  New  Jersey,  and  was  reared  a  farmer.  He  was 
married  in  early  manhood  to  Bethiah  Turner  and 
became  the  father  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  ten 
lived  to  maturity.      They    are:  Sarah,  Abraham, 


Cornelia,  Naomi,  John  T.,  Ira,  Esther,  Ann  E.,  James 
J,  and  William.  The  eldest  daughter  is  now  Mrs. 
Ford;  Cornelia  married  Mr.  Henry;  Naomi  is 
the  widow  of  Russell  Palmer;  li*a  served  during 
the  War  of  the  Rebellion  in  the  Twenty-first 
ISIichigan  Infantry;  Esther  married  Mr.  Ekkart; 
Anne  P].  is  now  Mrs.  Love;  James  J.  served  his 
country  for  four  years  in  the  Seventh  Michigan 
Infantry. 

When  a  young  man  Daniel  Carmer  removed 
from  his  native  State  to  New  York,  where  be  met 
his  wife.  They  were  married  in  Cayuga  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  thence  removed  to  Erie  County,  subse- 
quently to  Chautauqua  County,  of  the  same  State, 
and  from  that  place  to  Crawford  County,  Pa.  Id 
July,  1849,  our  subject  set  out  by  wagon  to  Liv- 
ingston County,  Mich.,  being  ten  days  on  the 
road.  He  located  with  his  family  on  section  10, 
Tyrone  Township,  on  two  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land,  which  he  l)ent  every  effort  toward  improv- 
ing. He  worked  at  a  grcat  disadvantage,  having 
iHJcn  a  cripple  all  his  life.  Since  coming  to  this 
SUite  our  subject  has  had  charge  of  the  farm  and 
one  liundred  and  twenty  acres  of  his  place  belong 
to  the  original  homestead.  He  owns  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  upon  wliich  he  has  placed  the  l>est 
improyements.  A  view  of  the  estate  appears  on 
another  page. 

^Ir.  Carmer  ha.*<  always  stood  high  in  the  regard 
of  the  coninuniily  as  is  testified  by  the  fact  that  he 
has  l>een  appointed  to  a  number  of  township  of- 
fices. He  ha.s  served  as  Constable  and  Clerk,  and 
for  six  years  was  Supervisor.  A  Democrat  in 
politics,  he  has  associated  himself  only  with  the 
honorable  and  reliable  men  who  seek  for  the  good 
of  the  country  and  the  elevation  of  the  people. 
Unhappily  the  educational  advantages  he  enjoyed 
were  but  limited,  but  he  has  been  gifted  with  a 
large  amount  of  common  sense  that  has  hel}>ed  him 
in  the  diflicult  positions  of  life  where  fine-spun 
theory  would  have  failed.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Free  and  Accei)ted  Masons,  belonging  to  the  lodge 
at  Fen  ton. 

^Ir.  Carmer  has  s<^>me  interesting  recollections 
of  pi(meer  days,  for  being  virtually  the  bead  of 
the  household  at  an  early  age,  resi>onsibility  de- 
veloped his  youthful   perceptions  and  he  was  a  re- 
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flective  man  at  an  age  wiien  most  boys  think  only 
of  the  lighter  side  of  life.  He  relates  that  he  used 
often  to  drive  to  Detroit  with  an  ox-team,  that 
l)eing  the  nearest  accessible  market,  and  that  the 
journey  occupied  four  and  five  days  at  a  time 
when  it  was  not  always  safe  to  Ixj  on  the  lonely 
road. 
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HARLES  E.  DUNSTON,  wlio  is  one  of  the 
most  successful  and  prosperous  farmers  of 
Cohoctah  Township,  Livingston  County, 
was  l)orn  in  Groveland  Township,  Oakland  County, 
Mich.,  February  5,  1844,  his  parents  Ixiing  William 
and  Jane  (Webber)  Dunston.  He  is  of  English 
parentage,  his  father  being  a  native  of  Lincoln- 
shire and  his  mother  of  Somersetshire. 

Al)Out  the  year  1836  William  Dunston  made  up 
his  mind  to  leave  the  home  of  his  forefathers  in 
order  to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  land  of  liberty. 
Accordingly  he  c^me  to  the  United  States  and 
jounieyed  to  this  beautiful  State  of  Michigan, 
where  he  established  himself  on  eighty  acre«  of 
rich  land  and  made  it  his  home  until  death,  which 
ensued  in  1849.  Before  that  sad  event  he  had 
done  great  things  in  the  way  of  preparing  his  land 
for  cultivation  and  improving  it  so  that  he  was 
then  having  splendid  crops  in  this  new  home.  His 
faithful  wife  and  the  mother  of  his  children  long 
survived  him  and  reached  the  age  of  eighty-five 
yeai-s,  passing  from  earth  in  the  year  1888.  Her 
five  children  are  Anna,  John,  Sarah,  Charles  E.  and 
Benjamin,  the  eldest  son  dying  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two.  None  others  in  the  family  connection 
except  William  and  Jane  Dunston  ever  came  to 
this  country.  Mr.  Dunston  took  a  great  interest 
in  the  political  affairs  of  this  nation  and  allied 
himself  with  the  Whig  party. 

He  of  whom  we  write  received  his  education 
through  the  admirable  school  system  of  Michigan, 
which  even  at  that  early  day  had  attained  a  stand- 
ing superior  to  that  of  many  of  the  Western  States. 
His  school  days  were  cut  short  by  family  necessi- 
ties, for  when  he  was  fifteen  years  old  his  eldest 


brother  died,  and  as  the  father  had  been  called 
from  earth  when  Charles  was  only  five  yeai"S  old 
the  management  of  the  family  naturally  fell  upon 
him  and  he  undertook  to  conduct  the  farming  op- 
erations.    These  he  carried  on  until  the  date  of  bis 


marriage. 


At  that  time  Mr.  Dunston  decided  to  come  to 
Livingston  County  and  here  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  on  section  19,  Cohoctah  Township.  From 
this  he  cleared  most  of  the  trees  preparatory  to 
cultivation,  besides  putting  upon  it  excellent  build- 
ings. He  has  also  eighty  acre^  on  section  24,  Con- 
way Township,  and  on  both  of  these  he  carries  on 
general  farming  and  from  them  he  derives  such 
rich  and  varied  crops  as  the  climate  and  soil  of 
Michigan  have  made  possible.  His  success  is  due 
to  his  system,  pei*severance  and  industry,  as  he 
started  out  without  means  and  has  had  to  attain 
his  success  in  the  hardest  way. 

In  March,  1865,  Mr.  Dunston  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  joining  Company  A,  Sev- 
enth Michigan  Cavalry.  As  the  war  soon  termin- 
ated his  service  was  neither  long  nor  severe  and  he 
received  his  honorable  discharge  in  November, 
1865,  being  mustered  out  at  Detroit.  He  is  now 
on  his  third  term  as  Supervisor  of  the  townslii[) 
and  is  active  in  the  Republican  ranks,  throwing 
his  influence  and  his  vote  in  favor  of  the  princi- 
ples which  it  represents. 

An  interesting  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Dunston 
took  place  the  year  after  his  army  service,  as  he 
was  married  December  9,  1866,  to  Charlotte, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Agatha  (Fingbinder)  Lah- 
ring.  This  lady  is  by  birth  a  native  of  Holly, 
Oakland  County,  and  her  parents,  who  belonged 
to  the  agricultural  communit}',  came  from  Germany 
many  years  ago.  Their  five  children  are  Frederick 
Elizabetli,  Henrietta,  Charlotte  and  Sophia.  Both 
parents  died  in  Holly,  Mr.  Lahring  in  1869  and  his 
wife  in  1858.  He  was  born  in  1806  and  came  to 
the  United  States  when  twenty  yeai^s  old,  settling 
in  Philadelphia  where  he  lived  for  six  years,  work- 
in  a  sugar  refinery  and  came  to  Holly  in  1836.  His 
wife  was  born  in  1810  and  came  to  the  United 
States  at  the  age  of  eighteen.  They  were  both  de- 
voted and  conscientious  memlx?i's  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 
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The  political  views  of  Mr.  Dunston  are  such  ai* 
are  expressed  in  the  declaration  and  platform  of 
the  Republican  party  and  while  he  is  earnest  in 
the  adv(K'acy  of  the.se  views  he  eschews  iHjlitic*  in 
ilie  |K>|>ular  sense,  preferring  tlie  pleasures  of  home 
and  the  endea vol's  and  industries  of  tlie  farm  to 
the  excitement  of  the  political  arena.  The  mem. 
liei^s  of  this  family  have  a  higli  stan<lin*;  among 
their  neighl)Oi*s  in  a  s<x*ial  wa>'  and  their  home  is 
the  center  of  true  neighborly  feeling  and  inUM*est. 
This  family  have  five  children,  as  follows:  Nellie 
A.,  Florence  B..  Agatha  J.,  Wayne  E.  and  (iale  .!., 
all  are  at  home  with  their  parents 

A  view  of  Mr.  I)unst(m*s  pleasant  home  is  [»re- 
sented  on  another  page. 


7^^'*       ^^:®^(i5^       "-^ 


'OSKPII  I.  BURTKAW,  a  gc,u'r:il  farmer  and 
dealer  in  sheep,  is  the  owner  of  a  good  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  on  sections  ;'> 
fj  and  G,  Meridian  Township,  Ingham  County. 
lie  was  horn  in  Ix>wer  Canada,  near  Montreal,  Jan- 
uary 1,  1845,  and  is  of  French  descent.  His  par- 
ents, Charles  Burtraw  and  I'rsuhi  ((Iravilin)  Bur- 
traw,  were  natives  of  Lower  Canada.  The  former 
was  lK)rn  al>out  lHir>  and  is  a  iniller  and  farmer  by 
occu[)alion,  now  residing  in  Williamstown  Town- 
shii),  Livingston  County.  Our  subject's  mother 
died  in  Missouri  about  twelve  years  ago. 

When  .Joseph  Burtraw  was  six  years  old  his 
father  removed  to  Detroit  and  followed  the  milling 
business  more  or  less  steadily  for  four  years.  They 
then  removed  to  Orchard  Lake  and  ran  a  farm  for 
five  years;  while  there  our  subject  gave  his  father 
his  assistance  on  the  farm.  The  family,  however, 
soon  removed  to  Lansing,  where  .Iosei)li  remained 
until  1861,  where  he  learned  the  art  of  photo- 
graphy. He  also  worked  in  the  State  Republican 
office  for  a  time  and  was  variously  engnired  until 
he  enlisted  in  1 80 1  and  was  sent  to  the  front.  He 
was  in  Ccmipany  F,  of  the  Twenty-eighth  ^lichigan 
Infantry,  belonging  to  the  Second  Division  of  the 
First  Brigade  and  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps, 


serving  under  Oens.   Thomas  and   ShciTnan.     He 
was  in  two  battles,  Nashville  and  Wise's  Forks. 

After  coming  out  of  the  war  our  subject  engaged 
in  farming  for  one  year  in  Meridian  Township  and 
then  went  to  Sagiimw,  where  he  acted  as    foreman 
for  the  Hon.  W.  R,  Burt  for  one  year,  in  cutting  a 
State  road. ,  He  also  worked  for  him   in   his  lum- 
ber camp.     He  next  farmed  for  three  years,  after 
which  he  removed  to  Missouri  and  there  bought  a 
plantation,  but  sold  it  soon  after  to  return  to  New- 
York,    where    he    purchased   a   farm    in    Ontaiio 
County.     While  there  he  was  employed  in  general 
farming  and  particularly  in  hop  culture.     This  lat- 
ter business  proved  to  l>e  a  i>ecuniary  success,  as  he 
cleared  *2,r)()()  the  last  summer.  With  the  proceeds 
he  returned  to  Meridian  Township  and   bought  a 
portion  of  his  present  farm. 

October  12,  1867,  the  original  of  our  sketch  was 
married  to  Henrietta  Thatcher,  of  Ontario  County, 
N.  Y.  The  lady  was  a  daughter  of  Lyman 
Thatcher,  who  now  resides  on  a  farm  adjoining 
that  of  our  subject.  From  this  union  eight  chil- 
dren have  been  born — I'rsula,  born  April  7,  1870, 
and  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Ann  is;  AdelL  Sep- 
tember 1),  1871,  married  Will  Culver;  Ilattie,  Sep- 
tember 7,  1873,  resides  at  home;  Mary,  Marc^h  5, 
187;"),  is  also  at  home;  Kmma,  August  9,  1877,  and 
Frank,  May  31,  1H8(),  are  both  at  home;  Edith, 
December  11,  1888,  is  the  baby  of  the  house;  and 
Lyman,  born  .January  7,  1869,  died  in  his  second 
year.  This  large  and  harmonious  family  is  delight- 
fully united  in  their  church  relations,  as  in  other 
respects.  They  are  all  connected  with  the  Pine 
Lake  ^lethodist  Church. 

Mr.  Burtraw  is  united  with  several  fraternities. 
He  belongs  to  the  3Iasonic  lodge  at  Okemos,  hav- 
ing been  made  a  Mason  at  Caimndaigua,  X.  Y. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Charles  T.  Foster  Post, 
0.  A.  U.,  of  Lansing,  and  also  of  the  Okemos  Alli- 
ance. Politically  the  original  of  our  sketch  is  an 
Independent,  voting  for  the  l)est  man  rather  than 
the  political  favorite;  he,  however,  usually  allil- 
iates  with  the  Uei)ublican  party.  Mr.  Burtraw  has 
tiiken  care  of  himself  ever  since  he  was  a  lad  of  fif- 
teen years.  In  his  younger  days  he  was  denied 
educational  facilities,  but  has  had  the  pluck  to 
make  amends  for  such  deficiencies,  and  must  be 
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regarded  as  an  intelligent  and  well-inforined  man. 
He  has  good  business  al)ility  and  has  prospered 
financially.  Progressive  in  every  respect,  he  is 
esteemed  by  all  who  know  him. 


«-» 


B)mB) 


♦-» 


|)ENTLEY  SABIN,  a  resident  of  Conway 
Township,  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  was 
born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  April  14, 
1810,  and  is  therefore  now  a  venerable  gen- 
tleman of  over  four-score  years.  His  respected 
father,  Jonathan  Sabin,  who  was  born  near  the 
town  of  Berlin  in  New  York,  had  seven  children 
and  our  subject  is  the  first-lx)rn  son.  Mary  Dake 
was  the  maiden  name  of  her  who  became  the 
mother  of  oiu*  subject  and  her  marriage  with  Jona- 
than Sabin  took  place  in  1807. 

The  brothers  and  sistei-s  of  our  subject  are  as 
follows:  Luanna,  William,  Mariah,  Susan,  Abigail 
and  Joshua.  Luanna,  born  in  1808,  married  S. 
Marr  and  htis  seven  children;  William,  born  in 
1812,  married  Abigail  Carpenter  in  1840.  The^^ 
have  eight  children. 

Nothing  in  the  life  of  our  subject  is  of  more 
real  importance  and  had  a  more  direct  l)earing 
upon  his  happiness  and  prosperity  than  his  mar- 
riage .which  took  place  in  1833.  His  bride  was 
Electa  Bigelow,  daughter  of  Abel  Bigelow  and 
Sarah  Clark,  who  were  the  parents  of  eight  chil- 
dren. Electa  l)eing  the  sixth  child  and  fifth  daugh- 
ter. She  had  a  twin  sister,  Lura,  to  whom  she  has 
ever  been  deeply  attached.  The  marriage  of  this 
couple  took  place  in  Oakland  County,  Mich.,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  six  children. 

The  eldest  son  of  our  subject  l>ears  the  name  of 
Montraville  and  was  boni  in  1835.  He  married 
Julia  Adams  and  to  them  have  been  born  two 
children,  a  son  and  a  daughter:  Frank  and  Eda. 
To  the  second  daughter  Mrs.  Sabin  gave  the  name 
of  her  twin  sister,  Lura.  This  daughter  was  born 
in  1837  and  has  married  Mr.  B.  J.  Tattle.  The 
next  son,  F".  I),  was  born  in  1840,  and  married 
Lurin da  Porter  in  New  York  in  18G4.  They  are 
the  parents  of  two  children,  lx)th  sons:  Wells,  who 


was  lx)rn  in  1866  and  P^lliott,  who  is  now  deceased. 
Harriet  L.  Sabin  was  bom  in  1844  and  married 
Andrew  Wickman.  She  has  three  children.  Addie 
Sabin  was  born  in  1852  and  married  Frank  Mixier, 
and  is  now  the  mother  of  two  children. 

He  of  whom  we  write  had  his  training  and  edu- 
cation in  the  Empire  State  and  had  reached  his 
majority  before  he  was  so  filled  with  the  Western 
fever  as  to  emigrate  to  Michigan.  Here  he  estab- 
lished himself  upon  eighty  acres  of  most  excellent 
and  arable  land  and  did  thorough  pioneer  work 
in  what  was  then  the  Territory  of  Michigan.  He 
is  doing  a  general  farming  business,  and  is  still 
active  and  energetic  in  the  pursuit  of  his  work,  as 
all  of  his  children  have  now  left  the  parental  roof, 
and  he  and  his  faithful  wife  remain  together  alone 
and  are  each  other's  best  and  chief  companions.  In 
their  declining  years  they  are  proving  the  value  of 
the  choice  which  they  made  in  youth  and  are  an- 
other illustration  of  the  beauty  of  the  harmonious 
and  happy  union,  which  is  typified  so  charmingly 
in  the  old  song  "Jo  Anderson,  my  Jo,  John.** 

Mr.  Sabin  is  ever  intelligently  and  deeply  inter- 
ested in  all  movements  looking  toward  the  advance- 
ment and  prosperit}"^  of  the  farming  community 
and  believing  that  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Benefit 
Association  is  a  means  to  that  end,  he  is  one  of  its 
earnest  and  enthusiastic  advocates.  In  religious 
belief  l)oth  he  and  his  wife  have  Ixjen  connected 
with  the  Universalist  Church  but  at  present  they 
are  inclined  to  believe  in  Spiritualism. 


^ 


IRAM  N.  FELLOWS.  It  is  always  a  pleas- 
ure to  chronicle  the  events  in  the  c^ireer  of 
one  who  has  Ijeen  a  brave  and  valiant  sol- 
dier, and  respcmsive  to  the  call  of  his 
countrv  in  its  moment  of  trial  and  need.  He  of 
whom  we  write  is  a  resident  upon  section  20,  Leroy 
Township,  where  he  owns  a  valuable  farm.  He 
was  born  in  Fulton  County,  Ohio,  September  19, 
1840.  His  parents  were  Nathan  J.  and  Ann 
(Meech)  Fellows,  natives  of  New  York  State.  Our 
subject  was  reared  in  his  native  State  and  county, 
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and  agreiiter  jwirt  of  his  life  has  Ikhmi  devoted  to 
agricultural  work,  although  when  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  serving  an 
apprenticeship  of  two  yeai*s.  lie  has  not  since, 
however,  made  use  of  this  knowledge. 

Mr.  Fellows  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  com- 
mon-scrhool  education.  The  schooling  of  his  day 
was  in  no  resi)ect  similar  to  that  of  the  j)re^ent 
time,  the  birch  rtxl  playing  a  conspicuous  part  and 
the  advantages  Ixjing  of  the  crudest  nature.  Not 
long  after  the  firing  of  the  fii*st  gun  at  Sumter  our 
subject  enlisted  in  the  War  of  the  Rel)elUon,  en- 
tering the  ranks  September  1,  1861,  joining  Com- 
pany K,  Thirty -eighth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  was  jis- 
8i<jned  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 

After  participating  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh, 
Chickamauga,  Mission  Ridge  and  in  the  siege  of  At- 
lanta, our  subject  was  wounded  in  the  left  knee 
and  shoulder  in  the  last-named  engagement  and 
was  in  the  hospital  thereafter  some  ten  months,  Inking 
finally  discharged  June  15,  18G5.  At  that  time 
he  returned  to  Ohio  and  was  there  married  October 
20,  1865,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Joella 
Marrow.  The  domestic  relations  of  the  young 
couple  were  of  the  happiest  nature.  Their  union 
wjis  blest  by  the  advent  of  one  son,  Bert. 

In  1867  our  subject  came  to  Michigan,  and 
after  a  residence  in  Lenawee  County  of  live  years, 
he  came  to  Ingham  County  and  settled  on  the 
farm  whereon  he  now  resides  in  Leroy  Township. 
lie  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  tract  of  land,  which  he 
has  greatly  imin-oved  and  enriched  by  ])lanting 
orchards  and  erecting  a  good  home  and  fine  barns 
and  outhouses.  Our  subject  richly  deserves  the 
prosperity  which  he  at  present  enjoys.  S(K'ialiyhe 
is  a  mem])er  of  theKli  1*.  Alexander  Vost,  No.  103, 
(i.  A.  U.,  at  Williamston,  this  State.  Foroneyear  he 
was  Commander  of  the  l^)^t,  and  has  officiated  in 
various  ca[)acities  and  ollices.  lie  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows.  lie  is 
one  of  the  representiitive  citizens  of  Leroy  Town- 
ship, and,  although  his  residence  here  has  not 
been  as  long  Jis  that  of  many,  he  is  as  loyally  at- 
tached to  the  district  as  though  he  were  a  native. 
Ilis  military  record  is  replete  with  interest,  both 
to  the  veteran,  whose  ex[)eriences  may  have  l>een 
similar,  and  to  the  student  of  history.     Although 


the  mere  statement  of  the  battles  in  which  he  has 
l)een  a  participant  conveys  so  little  to  the  unot>- 
servant  reader,  he  has  nevertheless  shown  great 
bravery  on  many  a  hotly  contested  field.  As  a 
citizen  Mr.  Fellows  commands  the  confidence  and 
res|x?ct  of  all  who  know  him  and  in  business  mat- 
tei's  his  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond. 


f^^^f-^ 


Ji,-H* 


FORGE     II.     MtlNTYRE.     To    have    the 

"'  esteem  of  one's  fellow-men  and   esijecially 

^ii^j  of  those  who  know  3'ou  most  intimately  in 
the  every  day  relation  of  neighbors  is  worth  much, 
and  to  gain  it  is  a  worthy  ambition  in  the  breast 
of  any  honorable  man.  We  may  truly  say  tliat 
the  gentleman  whose  name  api)ears  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch  has  attained  this  desideratum  as  he  is 
well  spoken  of  by  all  who  know  him  and  is  a  man 
who  has  honorably  attained  to  a  broad  and  true 
friendship  witli  many. 

^Ir.  Mclntyre  was  born,  in  1859,  in  White  Oak 
Township,  Ingham  County,  Mich.,  in  the  log  house 
where  he  now  resides.  His  father,  Mr.  D.  Mc- 
lntyre was  a  native  of  New  York  where  he  was 

ft 

born  in  1833.  Having  grown  to  manhood  he  took 
to  wife,  (Jlive  Ilerrick,  by  whom  he  had  five  chil- 
dren two  being  sons  and  three  daughters,  and  the 
s(m  of  whom  we  have  the  privilege  to  write  is  the 
eldest  of  the  sons.  His  sister,  Ann  Mclnt^-re,  mar- 
ried »1.  II.  Smith,  and  became  the  mother  of  two 
sons  and  one  daughter.  Ella,  who  married  L  J. 
King,  had  two  children,  a  son  and  a  daughter. 
Flora  remains  at  home  with  her  parents,  while 
Donald  is  also  under  the  parental  roof. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  is  successful  in  his 
general  farming  business  which  he  is  carrying  on 
thoroughly  and  energetically.  He  is  highly  inter- 
ested in  fine  breeds  of  animals  and  has  at  present 
two  hundred  Merino  sheep  and  some  fine  horses 
and  cattle.  He  kee[)s  the  thorough  bred  Essex 
stock  upon  which  he  has  taken  the  premium  at 
county  fairs  and  now  has  some  thirty  of  those 
upon  his  farm.  He  has  a  fii-st-class  standing 
among  his  fellow-farmers  and  is  PQw  P^-^ident  of 
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the  Stockbridge  Union  Agricultural  Society  which 
meets  at  Stockbridge. 

Mr.  Mclntyre  was  upon  March  20,  1883  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mar}'  C.  Smith  who  is  like 
her  husband,  a  native  of  White  Oak  Township, 
Ingham  County,  where  she  was  born  April  30, 
1860.  This  union  has  been  crowned  by  the  birth 
of  four  children,  the  eldest  being  Glen  S.,  the  next 
Ethel,  and  the  younger  children  being  Benjamin 
Harrison  and  Florence. 

It  is  hardly  necessary'  to  state,  after  mentioning 
the  name  of  Mr.  Mclntyre 's  second  son,  that  he  is 
a  stanch  Republican  in  his  political  views  and  has 
great  faith  in  the  man  who  now  fills  the  Presi- 
dential chair.  He  has  been  a  leader  in  his  party 
in  local  matters,  and  has  filled  a  number  of  the 
minor  oflSces,  having  been  especially  eflBcient  and 
prominent  as  Pathmaster.  Under  his  management 
the  highways  of  his  township  have  gained  an  ex- 
cellence for  which  they  are  well-known  throughout 
Ingham  County,  and  his  incumbency  to  that  office 
has  l)een  exceedingly  satisfactory  to  his  fellow- 
townsmen.  In  1890  he  had  charge  in  White  Oak 
Township  of  taking  the  census  and  ciirried  it 
through  in  good  shape.  His  fine  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  is  as  fine  land  as  can  be 
found  in  Ingham  County,  and  his  wind-mill  is  a 
marked  improvement  and  a  decided  help  in  carry- 
ing on  the  farm  work.  Mr.  Mclntyre  is  a  gentle- 
man who  well  deserves  the  name,  and  stands  high 
in  the  social  circles  of  White  Oak  Township.  His 
family  deserve  and  have  the  best  wishes  and  kind- 
est regards  of  those  who  associate  with  them  ui)on 
the  intimate  terms  of  neighl)ors. 


LBERT  M.  DAVIS.  Genoa  Township 
Livingston  County,  is  full  of  farmers 
■>  whose  ability,  energy  and  enterprise  have 
made  them  prominent  and  prosperous, 
and  there  is  probably  no  one  of  them  whose  rec- 
ord is  more  worthy  of  our  pen  than  he  whose 
name  we  have  just   given.     His   standing   among 


the  i^ople  of  the  agricultural  district  of  (^enoa 
Township,  is  abundantly  attested  by  his  official 
position  in  the  Grange  and  the  respect  which  all 
citizens  have  for  his  intelligence  is  shown  by  the 
school  offices  which  have  been  his. 

Mr.  Davis'  farm  lies  on  section  17,  Genoa 
Township,  and  here  he  was  bom  March  18,  1843. 
His  father,  John  J.  Davis,  was  a  native  of  New 
Jersey  and  born  in  1810,  while  the  grandfather, 
Samuel  J.,  was  a  native  of  Wales,  who  came  to 
America  when  quite  young  and  established  him- 
self upon  a  farm  in  New  Jersey.  He  came  to  Mich- 
igan with  his  son  John  in  1835  from  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  they  had  been  living  for  a 
short  time  and  Samuel  J.  Davis  died  here  when 
about  seventy  years  of  age.  Their  journey  was 
made  by  way  of  the  lake  and  they  came  from  De- 
troit to  the  new  home  by  a  team  through  the  mud 
and  over  the  roughest  roads. 

John  J.  Davis  took  up  his  farm  from  the  Gov- 
ernment when  there  were  very  few  settlers  in  this 
l)art  of  the  county,  but  there  were  Indians  in 
abundance  and  with  them  they  lived  on  friendly 
terms.  He  hunted  and  fished  and  killed  many 
deer  and  always  enjoyed  that  part  of  pioneer  life. 
Ann  Arbor  was  the  nearest  market  and  thither  he 
must  go  for  supplies.  He  owned  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  here,  which  he  had  in  excel- 
lent condition.  In  his  religious  belief  he  was  a 
Univei*salist  and  in  politics  he  adhered  to  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Democratic  party.  He  received  the 
appointment  of  Captain  of  the  State  Militia,  his 
commission  being  made  out  by  Gov.  Barry.  He 
was  exceedingly  useful  in  helping  lay  out  the 
roads  of  the  township  and  served  several  times  as 
Collector.  His  death  occurred  in  1859  and  he 
was  long  mourned  as  a  useful  and  faithful  fellow- 
citizen. 

The  lady  who  was  the  wife  of  this  pioneer  was 
born  in  Scotland  in  1812,  and  bore  the  name  of 
Mary  Orr.  She  came  to  America  with  her  broth- 
ers when  sixteen  years  old,  and  for  a  few  years  re- 
sided in  New  York  City  until  her  brothers  came 
to  Michigan,  when  she  accompanied  them  and 
made  her  home  in  Washtenaw  Count3^  Her  mar- 
riage with  our  subject  wa.^  crowned  by  the  birth  of 
four  children,   namely:     Agnes    E.,    (Mi-s.  White- 
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head),  Samuel  ♦!.,  All)ert  M.,  and  »Johii  J.  This 
faithful  and  devoted  mother  is  still  living  and  is 
now  with  her  daughter  in  Lunenburgh  County, 
Va.  She  is  a  woman  of  devout  Christian  life  and 
a  communicant  in  the  Presbvterian  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  narrative  grew  up  among 
the  wild  serenes  of  pioneer  life,  and  rememl)ers  viv- 
idly numerous  encounters  with  Indians,  deer  and 
beai-s.  He  took  his  schooling  in  the  log  school- 
house,  sat  u\you  the  slab  benches  and  kicked  his 
heels  against  the  pine  legs  thereof.  p]nt ranee  was 
had  to  this  schoolhouse  b}-  means  of  a  door  which 
was  simply  fastened  with  a  wooden  latch  and  the 
traditional  latch-string,  while  quill  pens  were  the 
instruments  with  which  the  children  i)racticed 
chirogmphy.  Somewhat  later  the  \H)y  attended  a 
select  school  or  seminary  which  was  kept  by  Mi*s. 
Day  foot,  and  he  there  continued  for  two  yeiirs. 
Subsequent  to  this  he  attended  the  High  School  at 
Fent(m  for  a  year  and  also  took  one  year  at  Hills- 
dale  College.  His  career  at  this  latter  institution 
was  cut  short  by  illness  and  he  had  to  give  up  any- 
further  prosecution  of  his  studies.  This  was  a  ser- 
ious disappointment,  as  he  had  entered  upon  the 
stud}'  of  geometry,  (ireek  and  Latin  at  Hills- 
dale. 

When  this  youth  was  sixteen  years  old  he  was 
severely  bereaved  by  the  death  of  his  father,  and 
after  he  left  school,  he,  with  the  assistance  of  his 
brothers,  carried    on    the    faini    and  finally  he  de- 

* 

cided  to  buy  out  the  other  lu'irs  to  the  estate.  The 
marriage  which  this  young  man  contracted  April 
25,  1H()6,  brought  to  his  home  Kstella  S.  Saxt<m, 
who  was  born  in  Mnrion  Townshi]),  this  county. 
January  11,  1818.  Their  three  children  are  Hena 
K.,  Oliver  L.  and  Myrtie  ^I.,  and  all  are  living  ex- 
cept the  last  named,  who  died  when  a  charming 
child  of  three  years.  ^Irs.  Davis  ])assed  from  earth 
May  8,  1881,  and  her  devoted  husband  still  mourns 
her  irreparable  loss. 

One  hundred  and  thirty  of  the  two  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  belonging  to  Mr.  Davis*  estate 
is  now  cleared  and  under  cultivation,  and  here  he 
carries  on  mixed  farming  and  raises  large  numbers 
of  cattle  and  horses  as  well  as  other  stock.  11  i.^ 
neat  frame  house  and  his  barns  have  all  been 
erected  under  his  own    sui)er vision.     His  political 


views  are  in  accordance  with  the  doctrines  of  the 
Dem(x?ratic  part}',  and  he  is  now  serving  bis  third 
term  as  SuiK*rvisor.  He  has  l)een  the  Siijjerintend- 
ent  of  the  township  schools  and  also  School  Id- 
si  >ec  tor. 

hi  his  religious  life  Mr.  Davis  is  connected  with 

0 

the  KpiscM>iMil  Church  and  socially  lie    is  identified 
with  the  Mas(niic  order   at   Howell.      He    is  also  a 
memlK»r  of  the  Cirange   and    has    held  every  office 
fr(»m  Mjuster  down.     His   devotion  to  the  cause  of 
the  farmer  has   also   led    him    to    identify  himself 
with  the  Patrons  of  Industry.     He  was  esteemed  a 
leader  in  many  ways   and    has   Ijeen  a  dele«:ate  to 
the  <*ounty,  congressional  and  judicial  conventions 
of  the  DenuK'ratic  party,   and  has  also  sat  as  dele- 
gate in  the  State  Grange   and   at   county  conven- 
tions of   the   l*atrons   of   Industry.     Mr.  Davis  is 
now  ofliciating  as   President   of   the  Agricultural 
and  Horticultural  Society   of   Livingston  County. 
He  has  also  l)een  President  of  the   Township  Sun- 
day-school Association. 


■^ — ^ 


^^ 


ji 


IKK  S.  MONTAGUE.  The  bar  and  l)ench 
has  many  able  representatives   in    Living- 

ston   County,  men  who  stand  high  in  their 

professions  because  of  deep  study  of  the  best  au- 
thorities on  legal  lore,  and  men  whose  native  abil- 
ity stand.s  them  in  good  stead  of  deep  erudition; 
men  who  also  combine  the  two  so  that  their  native 
gifts  are  enhanced  in  value  by  extended  study  and 
research.  Of  these  various  gentlemen  of  various 
atUiinments  none  stand  higher,  nor  are  their  ser- 
vices more  sought  than  he  whose  name  is  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch.  Quick,  ingenious,  alert,  thought- 
ful and  a  finished  diplomat,  only  un looked  for 
contingen<'ies  that  human  eye  could  not  discern 
can  defeat  him  in  a  case  which  he  has  taken  up,  so 
that  his  repuUition  is  not  lo(»al  but  widespread  and 
extending. 

rnadilla  Township,  this  county,  is  the  place  in 
which  our  subject  wfis  lx)ni  Noveml)er  2,  1847, 
He  is  a  son  of  Alexander  S.  and  Sarah  F.  (Chip- 
man)  Montague,  natives  of  Greene  and  Wyoming 
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Counties,  N.  Y.  The  father  had  come  to  Michi 
gan  ill  the  year  of  1836,  the  lady  whom  ho 
afterward  made  his  wife  having  preceded  him 
hither  by  a  year.  The  story  as  old  ns  that  of  Adam 
and  Eve  was  here  repeated  and  they  were  married 
in  this  county  March  12,  1839. 

Alexander  Montague,  our  subject's  father  was 
reared  on  a  farm  and  early  learned  the  duties  ex- 
pected of  a  farmer's  boy,  such  as  hoeing,  plowing, 
planting  and  tending  the  stock  so  that  when  he 
came  to  Michigan  he  was  well  qualified  to  be  a 
successful  pioneer.  He  purchased  the  first  piece 
of  land  that  was  broken  in  Unadilla  Township 
and  there  made  a  model  farm  as  the  years  passed 
by,  his  tract  comprising  three  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land.  He  continued  to  reside  on  this  plac»e 
until  death  overtook  him,  August  8,  1887.  His 
wife  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead,  being 
seventy-one  years  of  age  and  enjoj-mg  in  the  eve- 
ning of  her  life  the  atmosphere  which  is  that  made 
and  impregnated  with  the  spirit  of  her  husband 
who  was  greatly  honored  as  a  citizen  in  the  loc*al- 
ity.  He  was  elected  to  various  public  oflllces,  hav- 
ing been  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Commissioner  and 
the  incumbent  of  other  offices.  He  cast  his  vote 
and  inQuencewith  the  foUowei-s  of  the  Republican 
party.  In  church  matters  he  was  associated  with  his 
wife  in  worship  at  the  IVesln^terian  Church  of  the 
vicinity,  being  one  of  the  organizers  of  that  body 
in  Unadilla  Township  and  a  member  for  twenty- 
one  yeai-s  of  the  same,  it  being  his  sad  privilege  to 
see  all  the  other  organizers  pass  away  before  he 
himself  was  taken.  He  was  a  Ruling  Elder  and  also 
Superintendent  of  the  Sunday-school. 

Our  subject's  paternal  progenitor  was  a  public- 
spirited  man,  realizing  the  advantage  that  every 
public  improvement  gives  to  a  locality.  He  gave 
not  only  his  encouragement  but  generously  of  his 
money  and  pei*sonal  labor  in  the  building  of 
bridges,  churches  and  schoolhouses  on  the  site 
where  Unadilla  now  stands  and  which  was  at  the 
time  of  his  advent  here  a  wilderness.  His  father 
and  our  subject's  paternal  grandfather  was  Luke 
Montague,  his  mother,  Eunice  (Salisbury)  Mon- 
tague, natives  of  Connecticut  and  Catskill,  N.  Y., 
respcctiveh'.  Tlie  former  was  a  farmer  but  early 
in  life  was  engaged  as  a  teacher  and  later  l)ecame 


a  merchant.  He  lived  in  Greene  County  but  re- 
moved to  Oneida  County  and  finally  settled  in 
Cayuga  County,  there  engaging  in  farming.  He 
came  to  Unadilla  Township,  Livingston  County, 
this  State,  in  1826,  purchasing  a  tract  of  two  hun- 
dred acres,  which  he  l)ent  his  energies  toward  im- 
proving. He  also  was  an  ardent  l*resby terian,  being 
a  Ruling  Elder  of  that  body.  Both  of  our  subject's 
gi'andparents  died  in  Unadilla  Township.  They 
had  seven  children  whose  names  were  Nathaniel  L., 
Alexander  S.,  Elsie.  A.,  Cordelia,  Fanny,  Charlotte 
and  Ruth.  Three  of  these  are  now  living.  Cor- 
delia is  Mi-s.  D.  M.  Joslin;  Charlotte  married  Mr. 
S.  G.  Noble  and  Fanny  is  Mrs.  O.  Chapman. 

Our  subject's  great-gmnd father  was  Nathaniel 
Montague,  a  native  of  Iladle^'^,  Mass.  He,  too,  was 
a  farmer  and  had  a  family  of  six  children.  He  was 
a  Presbyterian  and  an  Elder;  he  served  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war  with  his  father,  who  was  Maj. 
Richard  Montague,  one  of  the  veterans  who  was 
with  the  Colonial  troops  from  the  Ixjginning  to  the 
end  of  the  war.  He  had  a  large  family  and  like 
his  sons  was  a  member  of  the  same  church.  The 
Montague  family  are  of  English  ancestiy.  The 
first  to  leave  his  native  land  was  Richard  Mon- 
tague who  came  to  America  about  1635  and  event- 
ually settled  at  Hadley,  Mass.,  there  engaging  in 
farming. 

The  lady  who  gave  birth  to  our  subject  was  a 
daughter  of  the  Hon.  Fitch  Chipman,  whose  wife 
was  previous  to  her  marriage  Miss  Susan  Spaf- 
ford.  They  were  natives  of  Vermont  but  lived 
for  some  time  in  W^-oming  County,  N.  Y.  The 
former  came  to  Michigan  in  1835  and  settled  in 
Unadilla  Township,  Livingston  County,  where  he 
l)ecame  a  large  landowner.  He  was  in  the  War  of 
1812  and  was  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  New 
York  for  three  terms.  Eight  children  were  wel- 
comed to  the  home  circle;  the^'  are  Hannah  M., 
Spafford  S.,  Lemuel,  Sarah  F.,  Susan,  Frank,  Ade- 
laide and  Fanny.  Only  two  of  these  arc  now  liv- 
ing — Spafford  S.  and  Mi-s.  Sarah  F.  Montague, 
whose  father  was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  lived  and  died  in  Unadilla 
Township. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Montague'  grandfather  was  Dr.  Lem- 
uel Chipman,  his  wife   being  Sarah  (Fitc^h)  C'hi|)- 
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man.  They  were  natives  of  Vermont  an<l  New  York 
resiMHJtivel}',  the  former  l)eing  a  sur<^eon  in  the 
Revoluti<marv  War,  was  at  the  memorable  Iwittle 
of  IVennington,  and  indeed  was  throufifh  the  entire 
war.  I^ter  he  removed  to  Ontario  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  was  a  large  landowner,  and  he  with 
Oliver  rhel[)s  owned  all  the  land  in  Sheldon  Town- 
ship, Ontario  County,  N.  Y.  He  lived  and  died  in 
the  town  of  Richmond,  Ontario  County,  having 
had  a  family  of  five  children.  His  wife  was  an  eye 
witness  of  the  surrender  of  Saratot»a,  slie  lK»ing 
with  her  father  at  the  time,  who  was  a  memlx»r  of 
the  staff  of  Gen.  Gates. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  one  of  a  family 
of  six  children  whose  names  are  as  follows:  lA>uisa, 
now  Mrs.  Edgar  Van  Sickle;  Luke  S.,  our  subject; 
Clara  A.,  now  Mrs.  Chipman;  Fitch  C,  Arthur  A., 
and  Frank  p].,all  of  whom  are  residents  in  Living- 
ston County,  this  State.  Our  subject  was  reared  a 
farmer  lK)y.  After  finishing  the  district  sch(H)ls  in 
the  vicinity  he  attended  the  Ann  AilK»r  Iligii  School 
and  was  graduated  at  the  Michigan  Normal  School 
in  1869.  Prior  to  this  and  wliile  a  student  he 
taught  two  terms  of  district  school  and  was  elected 
Principal  of  the  Howell  I'nion  School  in  1807-08. 
Taking  up  the  study  of  law  he  entered  that  depart- 
ment of  the  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  1872.  Prior  to  that,  however, 
he  had  read  law  for  a  time  with  Olnev  I  lank i  us  of 
Ann  Arbor.  After  his  graduation  he  came  to 
How^ell  and  entered  into  partncM'ship  with  Andrew 
I).  Waddell,  ^Iny  7,  1872,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Waddell  tV  Montague.  This  partnership  lasted  un- 
til the  decease  of  the  senior  partner  in  1881. 

Mr.  Montague  hasa  i)lejisant  suite  of  rocunsover 
the  McPherson  Hank.  Here  he  first  locatenl  with 
his  partner  and  has  ever  since  continued  inthe  same 
place.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  has  held 
the  oflice  of  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  this  county 
for  four  yeai*s.  He  is  also  attorney  for  the  Toledo 
<fe  Ann  Arbor  Railroad  and  has  done  Ijusiness  for 
other  railroads,  lie  is  connected  with  various 
manufacturing  enterprises,  ]>eing  a  large  stock- 
holder in  the  electric  light  comi)any  of  this  place. 
Outside  of  his  legal  interests  he  is  a  large  property 
owner  in  the  county  and  has  l>esides  lar^e  amounts 
of  pine  lands  in  Michigan,  Mississii)pi  and  Horida. 


He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  preference  and 
and  has  l)een  Chairman  of  county  conventions  for 
a  numlK»r  of  years.  Mr.  Montague's  practic*e  is  not 
confined  to  this  lociiHty  but  extends  to  other  Static. 
He  hjis  a  l>eautiful  home  on  Grand  River  StrtH't, 
containing  four  acres  of  ground  which  is  most  at- 
tractively laid  out  and  has  a  fine  residence.  TJie 
presiding  spirit  over  his  home-life  is  his  wife,  to 
whom  he  was  united  Deceml)er  15,  1886.  She  was 
prior  to  her  marriage  Miss  Ella  Briggs,  daughter 
of  Henry  C.  Hriggs,  of  Howell,  one  of  the  popular 
men  of  this  county.  Thcv  have  one  child  liviuir, 
a  dauj»hler  a  few  weeks  old. 


nr 


.1/       YMAN  PICKARI).     The  gentleman   whom 
J   (ijpj  we  here  represiMit,  is  one  who  enjoys  the 
r    yy    confidence  of  the  business  community,  who 
consider  his   word  as  good  as  his  l>ond.     He  may 
well  Im?  classed  among  the  intelligent  and  thrifty 
citizens  of  L(x»ke  Township,  Ingham  County,  and 
both  he  and  his  intelligent  wife  are  most  highly  i-e- 
spected  members  of  society.     He  is  a  native  of  .lef- 
fei*son  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  lx)rn  July  14,  1828. 
His  i)arents,  Jonathan  N.  and  Mary  (Countryman) 
Picknrd,  wore  natives  of  New  York  and  Canada, 
resiu'itivolv,    the   Pickards  Ikmuj?  early  settlers  in 
the  Mohawk  \\nlley  in  New  York.    Jonathan  Pick 
ard  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  in   184 (J 
he  migrated  U)  ^lichigan,  s<?ttling  in  Ix)cke  Town- 
ship, this  county,  and  here  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days. 

Of  the  nine  children  of  this  family  the  followinir 
survive:  Jacol),  Lyman,  Mary  (Mi*s.  William  I>iir- 
ber),  and  Martha  (Mrs.  Hiram  Johnson).  The  fa- 
ther wjis  one  of  tiie  early  re[)resentative  pioneei's 
of  this  region,  and  served  jus  Justice  of  the  Pe^aw. 
Lyman  Pickard  received  the  rudiments  of  his  edu- 
cation  in  the  schools  of  Ohio,  and  thoroughly 
availed  himself  of  every  opportunit\'  which  was 
granted  him.  He  has  pursued  a  thorough  and  sys- 
tematic coui-se  of  reading,  and  has  ever  kept  him- 
self well-informed  in  i*egard  to  mattei-s  of  public 
interest. 

Lucy  Lane  was  the  maiden  nameof  the  lady  who 
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l)(*eame  Mrs.  Piekard  in  1 850,and  to  lior  were  granted 
tliree  children,  the  two  now  living  being  Rinaldo 
and  Amelia,  the  wife  of  the  Rev.  Elmer  NVatkins, 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  After  the  death 
of  the  mother  of  the^e  children,  Mr.  Piekard  con- 
tracted a  second  marriage  with  P^lizabeth  Cuer,  who 
had  been  a  teacher  in  the  public  scliool.  By  her  he 
had  six  children,  live  of  whom  are  living,  namelv: 
Lucy,  wife  of  llarley  Clark,  L3'man  B.,  Newman, 
Ivan  and  Cora. 

He  of  whom  we  write  became  one  of  the  brave 
boys  in  blue,  who  fought  during  the  Civil  AVar  in 
defense  of  the  Union.  lie  enlisted  September  4, 
IHfU,  in  the  Fourteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  and 
WiX.s  principally  on  detached  duty,  being  stationed 
at  Jackson,  Mich.  His  honoral)le  discharge  wjus 
granted  in  June,  1865,  and  he  now  re<*eiv\>s  a  pen- 
sion of  !§?()  a  month.  His  fine  tract  of  seventy  acres 
has  l)een  gained  through  his  own  unaided  efforts. 
For  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Lcx^al  School 
Board  in  various  capacities.  He  is  a  Republican 
in  his  political  preference,  and  an  active  wide- 
awake man,  working  heartily  for  every  movement 
which  will  promote  the  scK'ial,  industrial  and  finan- 
cial success  of  the  county. 


^'L^ON.  FRANK  M.  F()(;(;.  A  broad  ex  per- 
il ience  embracing  life  upon  two  continents, 
has  been  granted  to  the  gentleman  of 
Ji§)  whom  we  now  write,  and  with  this  experience 
he  has  gained  breadth  of  view  and  soundness  of 
judgment  which  added  to  his  naturally  keen  abili- 
ties and  thorough  course  of  study,  have  made  him 
a  man  among  men,  worthy  of  the  respect  and  ad- 
miration of  the  people  among  whom  he  lives.  Our 
subject  was  born  in  the  year  1854  in  Deerlield,  N. 
H.,  and  at  an  early  age  he  learned  the  practical  ex- 
periences of  a  farmer's  boy.  He  came  <>f  good 
Scotch-Irish  stock,  which  settled  in  New  Hami)shire 
in  the  early  days,  his  father  being  Nathan  Foguf 
an<l  his  grandfather  Orrin,  Ixjth  natives  of  New 
Hampshire.  His  giandfnther  took  i)art  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and    his  father,  who.  now    resides  in  New 


York  City,  was  a  farmer  in  Deerfield,  N.  II.,  and 
Lewiston,  Me.  His  mother  is  of  old  F^nglish  stock 
and  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Isalwl  Morrill.  She 
was  born  in  Stansted,  (Quebec,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
F.  C.  Morrill,  a  farmer,  who  was  in  the  Canadian 
Army  during  the  War  of  1812,  and  died  in  that 
country. 

From  earliest  childhood  young  Fogg  showed 
signs  of  talent,  beginning  school  at  the  age  of 
three  yeai-s  and  making  such  mpid  [irogress  f\&  to 
have  conquered  Green  leaf's  Arithmetic  at  the  age 
of  twelve  veai-s.  When  he  was  only  eight  yeni*s 
old  the  Civil  Wai*  broke  out  and  great  political 
excitement  prevailed.  Even  the  young  held  de- 
bating societies, and  this  child  took  part  upon  every 
such  occasion,  speaking  or  declaiming.  At  the 
age  of  thirteen  he  was  sent  from  home  to  attend 
school  at  Ham])ton  Falls,  N.  II.,  where  he  worked 
for  his  board  and  also  attended  sch<K>l  at  Dearborn 
Academy,  at  Seabrook,  N.  II.  Here  he  walked  two 
miles  each  way  in  going  to  and  from  school, 
milked  eleven  cows  night  and  morning  and  acted 
as  general  chore  boy.  The  following  years  he 
alternated  sch(K)l  work  with  work  at  the  shoe  l>ench 
and  in  the  hay  field,  attending  successively  the 
Putnam  Free  School  and  the  New  Hampton  Insti- 
tute. At  this  latter  place  he  showed  so  clearly  his 
abilities  as  a  logical  debator  and  a  student  of  his- 
tory  that  he  was  nicknamed  the  Young  Na|>oleon, 
and  the  following  winter  through  the  advice  of 
the  Hon.  .1.  1).  Phil  brick  of  Boston,  he  entered  the 
Nichols  Latin  School  and  continued  his  prepar.i- 
tion  for  college. 

The  ditticulties  connected  with  teaching  boys  of 
his  own  age  in  the  *'IIard  Scrabble'*  district  at 
Poland  were  bright<?ne<l  by  the  fact  that  here  the 
young  man  met  Miss  Julia  Additon,  who,  in  1875, 
became  his  wife.  After  completing  the  ten  weeks 
of  this  term  of  school  he  entered  Phillii>s  Academy 
at  Fxeter,  N.  H.,  and  completed  his  preparation  for 
college.  He  now  changed  his  method  of  self-sup- 
port by  serving  as  a  tuble  waiter  at  the  summer 
resorts  in  the  White  Mountains,  and  as  it  was  then 
cuMomarv  for  students  to  take  this  work,  he  found 
congenial  companionship  among  his  fellow  workers 
and  a])preciative  and  wealthy  friends  among  the 
guests  whom  he  served.      At  various   times   he  re- 
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ceived  help  from  the  ix»Do>viie(l  Dr.  St'henk  and 
the  millionaire  Rockefeller,  who  continued  his  lil)- 
eral  hel[)  until  he  saw  the  young  man  through 
college. 

After  completing  his  course  at  Bjites  College  he 
l)egan  the  study  of  law  with  the  Hon.  M.  T.  Ludden 
of  Ix^^viston  and  in  fourteen  months  was  admitted 
to  the  Androscoggin  Imr,  passing  as  some  of  the 
committee  said,  the  l)est  law  examination  of  any 
young  man  ever  admittcnl  to  that  Iwir,  lie  prac- 
ticed, however,  but  a  short  time,  as  the  l*residential 
campaign  of  1876 awakened  his  interest  in  political 
questions  and  he  l»ecame  an  earnest  worker  in  the 
ranks  of  the  (ireen hackers  and  was  soon  advanced 
to  a  position  of  leadei*ship.  This  led  him  into  con- 
nection with  the  Hon.  Solon  Chase  in  the  publica- 
tion of  the  "Chronicle"  at  Auburn,  Me.  In  Jan- 
uary, 1879,  he  was  elected  by  the  Legislature  to  a 
seat  in  the  Executive  Council  and  as  a  memln'r  of 
that  l)ody  he  was  instrumental  in  exposing  various 
corrupt  schemes.  lie  l>elieves  in  the  strict  con- 
struction of  the  constitution  and  laws  and  their 
rigid  enforcement,  and  he  is  a  true  representative 
of  the  labor  element.  He  has  addressed  thousands 
of  people  in  the  finest  halls  and  opera  houses  in 
the  country  and  has  won  a  reputjition  as  a  public 
speaker.  He  was  nominated  for  Congress  in  1880, 
and  made  a  magnificent  run  for  that  office,  but  \vfu> 
defeaUnl. 

Selling  the  "Chronicle",  Mr.  Fogg  purchased  a 
farm,  near  1^'wistoii,  his  father  going  security  in 
the  [)urchase.  ri)on  this  land  was  a  fine  timbered 
tract  of  beech  and  maple  and  he  went  into  the 
woods  with  five  men  and  choi)ped  cord  w<M)d  all 
winter,  thus  bein*^  able  Ut  pay  for  his  land  in  the 
sprino.  A  year  later  he  sold  this  property  and 
coming  to  Michigan  in  the  fall  of  1882.  IcK'ated  in 
lousing,  and  puichiused  a  half  interest  in  the  Lan- 
sing "Sentinel"  and  ill  company  with  .1.  ^I.  Potter 
manage<l  that  pajH'r  until  the  canii)aign  of  188(5. 

A  New  York  mining  company  now  secured  the 
services  of  Mr.  Fogg,  to  t4ike  charge  of  a  mining  es- 
tate in  Africa,  and  in  November,  18H(),he  left  New 
York  on  the  steamship  "Kthiopia"  for  (llasgow, 
Scotland,  and  in  London  secured  from  the  (iov- 
ernment  a  letter  of  introducti(ni  to  the  (lovernor 
of  the  (iold  Coast  in  Africa,  and  an  order  demand- 


ing that  he  should  have  all  the  protectiini  tlie  En- 
glish (iovernment  c*ould  give  him,  which  order 
was  thoroughly  complied  with.  He  sailed  from 
Liverpool  on  the  steamer  '*()polx>'\  Capt.  Norman. 
It  was  a  trading  vessel  and  as  it  stopi>ed  at  all  the 
princiiMil  iK>rts  on  the  west  coast*  of  Africa,  he  had 
an  opportunity'  of  visiting  them. 

Reaching  the  (J ulf  of  (Juinea  our  subject  jour- 
neyed inland   to  the  gold  mines  which  were  situ- 
ated on  a  branch  of  the  Niger   River.     It    was  a 
hazardous  undertaking,  as  every  white  man   who 
had   previously  visited  the  mines  had  died.     This 
estate  was  three  hundred  miles  from  the  coast  and 
was   worked   by  taking  off  first  eight  f(»et   of  soil, 
then  a   layer  of  i)lumbago,  and   then    the    miners 
came  to  from  eight  to  fourteen  inche:$  of  gold-jwy- 
ing-dirt.     In  the  vicinity  of  the  mines  they  found 
plenty  of  ebony,  mahogany  and  the  rubl)er  tives. 
Mr.  Fogg   remained   there  al)out  a  year  and  had 
numerous  adventures  with    the  natives,  who  more 
than  once  became  mutinous.     When  Mr.  Fogg  i*e- 
turned    to    Kngland    he    brought    back    with  him 
!f2r>,000  worth  of  gold  dust,   half  of  which   was  his 
share  of  the  profits,  and  he  also  brought   l)ack,  by 
the  ordei-s  of  the  company,  the   bones  of  the  two 
superintendents  who  had  preceded  him.     His  con- 
stitution wjis  ti»rriblv  racked   bv  the  climatic  fever 
which    had  gradually  taken    hold   of    him,  and  he 
w{u>  reduced  to  almost  a  skeleton.     After  reiichinjr 
Liverpool    it    was    several    weeks   l)efore   he  <M»uld 
travel  and  he  then  spent  some  four  months  in  trips 
through  Kurope  and  (ireat  Britain  and  returned  to 
New  York   in   July,  reaching   I^nsing  in   August, 
1888.     lie  intends  some  day  to  form  a  stoek  com- 
pany and   return   to   the  gold  coasts,  build  a  rail- 
road and   develop  the  mines,  and  sjiys  there  is  a 
fortune  in  it  for  all  concerned. 

Since  his  return  to  Lansing,  our  subject  ha.-^  eii- 
gagi'd  in  his  practice  as  an  attorney,  although  he 
devotes  a  laiifc  share  of  his  time  to  dealings  in 
real  estate,  lie  owns  one  hundred  and  sixtv  acres 
in  O'Brian  County,  h»wa,  as  well  as  sixt<»cn  lots  at 
Martha's  \'inevard  and  he  also  oversees  his  wife's 
interests,  as  she  has  a  handsome  property  of  some 
jf2(».()()(K  Several  fine  residences  in  Lansinir  aix' in 
his  possessicm.  Since  his  return  from  Africa  he 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Consolidated  St<K'k 
and  Petroleum  F^xchange  of  New  York. 
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Since  his  return  to  America  Mr.  Vogg  lias  taken 
quite  a  part  in  iK)litics,  and  was  chairman  of  the 
Anti-monopolist  State  Convention  in  1884,  which 
nominated  Mr.  Mills  for  Governor,  and  also  chair- 
man of  the  Congressional  Convention  of  this  dis- 
trict for  the  (ireenback  I^bor  party,  whicli  office 
he  (x^'Upied  for  three  terms,  lie  was  also  Secretary 
of  the  I'nion  I^lH>r  State  Central  Committee  for 
(me  year.  At  the  Fusion  Convention,  when  the 
Democrats  and  Greenbackers  joined  forces,  he  was 
chairman  of  the  Congressional  Committi^N  and 
made  the  nominating  speech,  putting  forward  the 
Hon.  John  II.  Fedewa  of  St.  Johns  for  Congress. 
He  is  a  meml)er  of  the  Free  and  Accepttul  Masons, 
the  KnightxS  of  Labor  and  the  Patrons  of  Industry. 
His  five  children  bear  the  names  of  Orrin,  Nathan, 
Frank,  James  and  George. 


*»2S:3'Si 
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y*  KS.  CLARISSA  (MOON)  STKRNKS.  '^V 
\\\  |)erfect  woman  nobly  planned,  to  warn, 
11)  to  comfort  and  command."  The  great 
poet,  Wordsworth,  could  not  have  found 
a  worthier  illustmtion  of  the  woman  he  had 
in  mind  at  the  time  of  writing  his  excpiisitc  verses 
laudatory  of  the  virtues  of  the  gentler  sex,  than 
she  whase  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch;  one 
whose  heart  is  tender  and  sympathetic,  yet  whose 
hand  is  firm  to  so<^the  and  to  heal  the  sick  world 
that  leans  on  her;  one  who  has  endured  much 
trouble  and  sorrow,  the  heavy  hand  of  affliction 
having  l)een  laid  upon  lier  more  than  once,  and  yet 
she  has  accepted  weal  or  w(k*  with  loving  trust  and 
resignation. 

Mi's.  Sternes  is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  (Gaidner)  Moon,  who  were  natives  of 
England  and  Canada,  respectively.  The  former 
came  to  this  country,  first  l<x?ating  in  Canada  when 
a  young  man  and  engaged  in  farming.  He  soon 
acquired  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land 
which  he  stocked  with  blooded  animals.  This  place 
he  lived  on  through  life.  Hy  his  wife,  to  whom 
he  was  marrie<l  in  Canada  he  had  eight  children, 
four  of  whom  are  now  living.     They  are  our  sub- 


ject, Catherine,  Eliz.abeth  and  William.  Catherine 
is  now  Mi*s.  lie  11,  of  Canada;  P^lizabeth  married  the 
Rev.  W^illiam  Cook  and  lives  in  Michigan;  William 
is  a  farmer  in  Canada.  Our  subject's  paternal 
grandsire  was  Thomas  Moon,  a  native  of  England, 
who  there  lived  and  died  and  who  accumulated  a 
handsome  fortune  in  the  pursuit  of  his  calling, 
which  was  that  of  a  farmer.  The  maternal  grand- 
parents were  John  and  Catherine  (Shibley)  Gardner. 
The  original  of  our  sketch  received  the  advan- 
tages offered  in  Canada  in  an  educational  way. 
She  lived  with  her  parents  until  her  marriage  in 
1847  to  the  Rev.  Ashford  Diamond,  who  was  born 
in  Canada  and  there  also  educated.  He  was  the 
son  of  Robert  and  Sophia  (Smith)  Diamond,  natives 
of  Canada,  where  they  were  employed  as  farmers 
and  were  i)eople  of  good  financial  standing.  They 
moved  to  Michigan  about  1851  and  settled  in  the 
county  of  Tuscola,  where  they  were  engaged  in 
farming  until  their  decease.  After  the  marriage 
of  (uir  subject  the  young  couple  lived  in  Canada 
for  five  years  where  the  husband  was  engaged  in 
farming.  In  1851  they  came  to  Michigan  and 
settled  in  Tuscola  County  where  Mr.  Diamond 
took  uj)  eighty  acres  of  land  which  he  farmed  for 
some  years.  While  thus  engaged  he  turned  his 
attention  to  the  ministry  and  began  to  prepare 
himself  for  that  work,  favoring  the  Protestant 
Methodist  den<miination.  1  le  completed  his  course 
of  study  and  went  upon  the  circuit  and  continued 
to  be  thus  occupied  until  his  decease*.  During  his 
ministerial  work  he  moved  his  family-  to  Handy 
Township  and  preached  his  last  meinoral)le  sermon 
in  the  Randall  schoolhouse  two  miles  north  of 
Fowlerville,  passing  away  the  following  night 
During  the  service  on  that  last  day  he  paused  in 
his  discourse  and  asked  if  any  of  the  congregation 
wished  to  say  a  word  for  Jesus.  There  was  no  re- 
sponse, and  he  continued.  ''I  see,  looking  over 
these  seats,  many  gray  haired  men  like  myself,  and 
we  shall  soon  go  to  the  beyond.'*  Afterward  he 
said  that  it  seemed  to  him  that  his  mother's  hand 
rested  upon  his  head  while  he  was  preaching,  urging 
I  him  to  i)ress  forward,  and  also  that  he  could  see  his 
i  little  children  who  had  gone  before,  flitting  by  on 
angel  wings  that  were  tipiKni  with  gold  and  chant- 
ing the  glad   hosannas  befi»re  the  throne.     He  was 
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known  far  and  near  and  the  testimony  of  those 
wlio  knew  and  loved  him  is  tender  and  beautiful 
and  a  tribute  that  anyone  mi<i:ht  wish  to  have. 
He  die<l  in  this  township  in  1855.  He  left  a  widow 
and  eitfht  ehildren,  f(mr  of  whom  only  are  now- 
living.  They  are  Thcmias,  Henry,  Emily  and  Will- 
iam. Thomas  married  Marv  Harris;  thev  are  Ihe 
parents  of  one  ehilii,  William.  Henry  married 
KUen  Hayner,  and  is  the  father  of  four  ehildren — 
Carrie,  Ash  ford,  Mary  and  Eva.  Emilv  is  the  wife 
of  Fayette  (irant  and  has  one  ehild,  a  daughter, 
whose  name  is  Alta  E.  William  married  Mairirle 
Taylor;  he  is  a  pliysician  of  <rivat  poi)ularity. 

The  ladv  of  whom  we  write  was  married  a  seeond 
time,  her  present  husband  bein<^  Allen  C.  Slernes; 
they  now  reside  on  seeti<m  83.  Handy  Township, 
where  thev   have  a  verv   tine  home.      Mrs,  Sternes 

ft  • 

is  a  meml)er  of  the  Protestant  Methodist  (hureh 
and  one  of  the  noble  women  of  the  township. 


^=5^E()R(;E  W.  ANDREWS.  It  is  a  favorite 
fi<^ure  of  speech  with  poets  and  literary 
people  in  general  to  compare  death  with 
sleep.  It  is  a  false  comparison,  however,  for  (U'ntli 
is  not  a  sleep,  but  an  nwakening  to  a  more  iiitcnx* 
and  active  life — one  in  which  I  he  scope  for  ltckxI 
is  greater  than  in  our  circunix-ribcd  sphere  on  this 
terrestrial  globe.  Our  subject  passed  from  en rth 
on  Januarv  2,  1882,  and  his  widow,  Mrs.  Elect.a  P. 
Andrews,  dictates  this  tribute  to  the  companion 
who  was  to  her  a  hero  and  who  b\'  the  charm  of 
his  i)resence  and  beautiful  principles  of  right  held 
her  in  the  inner  shrine  of  liis  heart. 

Mr.  Andrews  was  born  in  Milfcu-d,  Mich., 
February  22.  \h:\H.  His  parents  came  to  this  State 
at  an  earlv  day  and  tlie    lad  was  orphaned  while  a 

ft  •  k 

mere  babe,  his  mother  being  taken  away  when  he 
was  three  months  old  and  his  fatlier  when  three 
years  old.    After  tlial  lie  was  sent  to  New  York  and 

ft 

was  reared  by  an  uncle  until  twentv  vckrs  of  a<;e. 
His  educational  advantages  were  limited  ])Ut  by 
careful  reading  and  diliLrent  studv  he  became  well 
educated,  and  after   fitting  himself   for   tin*  active 


work  of  manhoiKl  he  returned  to  tlic  .sc^eiie  of  his 
nativity  and  s(»ttled  in  Oc*eola  Tuwnslii]),  Living- 
ston County.  \jiU}r  he  removed  to  Cor unna  Town- 
ship,  Shiawassee  County. 

Mr.  Andrews  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
EleeUi  P.  Wilcox  in  1H6L  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Alonzo  and  Sarah  (Dean)  Wilcox,  nativex**  of  New 
York  and  A'ermont  respectively.  Her  father  came 
t^)  Michigan  in  an  early  day  and  died  in  Fowler- 
ville,  Livingston  County.  The  mother  passed 
away    Mav  20.    1890.     A   family  of   ten   children 

ft  •  ■  ft 

clustcn-ed  around  the  heads  of  the  household;  their 
names  are  as  follows:  l^ns(m,  Edwin,  Kyland  S., 
Lovina,  now  Mi-s.  Wliitaker;  Electa  (Mrs.  An- 
drews), Julius,  Mrs.  Julia  Seims,  Matilda,  Mrs. 
Frank  Abbott,  Mi*s.  Josephine  Kecckler  and  ( ieorge 
W.  The  father  was  a  Democrat  and  the  church 
,associations  of  the  family  were  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  body. 

Our  subject  lived  at  Corunna  two  3'ears  and 
thence  moved  to  Iowa  where  he  continued  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Michigan 
and  settle<l  at  Deerlield,  later  moving  on  sec- 
tion r>.  Handy  Township,  in  1873,  purchasing 
a  little  less  than  eighty  acres  of  land,  ujM)n 
which  were  sonu^  few  improvements.  He  here 
eng.'iged  in  general  farming  and  bent  his  ener- 
gies to  im|)roving  his  land  until  overtaken  by 
dcnth  in    1882.     The  home  that   they  have   made 

ft 

• 

here  is  ideal  in  its  rural  simplicity  and  general 
agiicultmal  neatness  and  productiveness.  In  the 
rear  of  the  house  is  a  large  red  bam,  which  is  ex- 
ceptionally tine.  There  is  also  an  orchard.  The 
work    of     the*    farm   is  now    carried    by  Mi*s.   An- 

ft 

drcws'  sons.     They  dev(»te  themselves  to   general 

ft  «^ 

farming. 

Mrs.  Andrews  is  a  la<ly  of  marked   i)ersonalitv, 

•■  ft  • 

having  unusual  executive  ability  and  a  fine  knowl- 
edge of  busiiu'ss  methods.  Her  husband  was 
always  the  object  of  the  griatest  respect  an<l  ad- 
miration   innong  his    associates  in    their  vicinitv. 

•^  ft 

ll.Mving  learned  the  stnveyor's  art,  he  was  often 
called  upon  in  survey  f(»r  r(»ads  and  in  establish- 
ing lines  for  estates.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
useful  and  imi)ortant  men  in  the  township.  \\> 
liticallv  he  was  an  adherent  of  the  Democratic 
l)artv.      Their    family    comprised    three   children. 
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Tlie  eldest  son,  Thaddeus  C,  married  Miss  Ida 
(irindliiiif,  and  is  now  the  proud  fatlier  of  one 
daujrhter — Myrtle.  Tlie  younji^er  children  are 
Benjamin  F.,  and  Helen  K.  They  have  received 
a  g<jod  education  and  are  accomplished  a.s  well  jus 
practical  young  people. 


!^^#-*- 


^ 


k^KORCiK  W.  BARNFX     The  sturdy   English 
>  ancestry  from  wliich  our  subject  is  desct»nded 


Siij^\  Inis  given  him  the  true  Anglo-Saxon  traits 
of  temperament  and  character.  These  are  a  heri- 
tage which  is  more  potent  for  the  success  of  any 
man  than  thousands  of  gold  and  silver.  Mr. 
Barnes  was  born  in  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  February  22, 
1810,  his  parents  iKung.lolin  and  Winifred  ( Barnes) 
Barnes. 

John  Barnes,  Sr.,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
was  of  English  birth,  where  he  belonged  to  the  y(?o- 
manrv,and  al?o served  his  country  as  a  soldier  and 
sailor.  His  wife  was  Elizabeth  Payne,  who  bore  to 
him  four  sons,  Thomas,  Joseph,  (ieorge  and  John, 
and  four  daughUM's,  Sarah,  Mary,  Winifred  and 
Ann.  The  father  came  to  New  York  when  he  was 
fifty  years  old  and  settled  in  Auburn,  and  in  1818 
came  to  Tyrone  Townshi[),  Livingston  County,  and 
settled  on  eighty  acres  of  land  on  section  15. 
Here  he  and  his  good  wife  passed  away  from  earth. 
They  were  both  old-school  Baptists  in  their  early 
veal's  and  later  were  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  When  he  first  came  to  this 
country  he  embraced  the  doctrines  of  the  Whiyr 
party  and  afterward  became  a  Re[)ublican  in  senti- 
ment, and  took  a  great  interest  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  war  for  the  maintenance  of  the  I'nion,  and 
died  in  1865.  His  son  John,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  England,  as  w;us  also  the  young 
woman  who  Ix^came  his  wife. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  settled  in  Auburn,  N. 
Y.,  after  fii*st  coming  to  this  country,  and  later 
came  to  Michigan.  The  best  opportunities  to  be 
ijained  m  tlie  district  schools  were  eawrlv  embraced 
by  our  subject  and  he  remained  in  the  East  till  he 
reached  his   majority,  when   he  came  to  Michigan 


with  his  grandi)arents  and  l)egan  indeiwndent 
farming  operations.  In  Se[)tember,  1861,  (ieorge 
Barnes  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Third  Michigan 
Cavalry,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  New 
Madrid,  the  siege  of  Corinth  and  the  battles  of 
luka,  Jackson,  Cold  water  and  Hatchie,  and  in  all 
some  fifteen  battles  and  skirmishes.  He  was  [)ro- 
moted  to  the  rank  of  Sergeant  in  July,  1862,  and 
at  the  end  of  three  years  received  his  honorable 
discharge.  He  immediately  re-enlisted  in  the  Fif- 
ty-first Missouri  hifantry  as  a  private  and  was 
made  recruiting  officer.  He  became  Sergeant- 
Major  and  was  long  on  guard  duty.  In  August, 
1865  he  received  his  final  discharge  at  St.  Louis. 

I'pon  his  return  to  Michigan  the  young  soldier 
devoted  himself  to  farming  for  two  years  and  then 
removed  to  Nebraska,  but  two  years  later  returned 
to  this  State  and  luus  spent  his  time  since  that  in 
Tyrone  and  Brighton  Townships.  While  in 
Nebraska  he  took  up  the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  but 
for  the  i)ast  twelve  yeai*s  he  has  devoted  himself  to 
farming.  His  beautiful  farmhouse  stands  upon  an 
estate  of  fifty  acres,  on  section  27,  and  everything 
about  the  farm  refiect^  credit  upon  the  man  who  is 
carrying  it  cm.  In  his  official  capacity  he  has 
served  the  township  as  Clerk  for  five  yeai's  and  is 
on  his  fifth  term  as  Supervisor.  He  is  active  in  his 
devotion  to  the  Democratic  party  and  has  great 
faith  in  its  ultimate  success. 

It  is  a  pleasant  task  to  record  the  marital  union 
of  two  whole-souled  and  true-hearted  people  such 
as  our  subject  and  I^ura  C.  Slay  ton,  whosi^  wed- 
ding day  was  October  6,  1867.  This  lady  is  a 
daughter  of  Alonz(»  and  Melinda  (Hamilton)  Slay- 
ton,  who  were  born  in  Whitestown,  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y..  and  Chemung  County,  N.  Y.,  rcNpectively. 
Their  daughti'r  had  her  birth  in  Tyrone  Township 
April  25,  1817.  The  father  of  Alonzo  Slay  ton  was 
Daniel  Slavton,  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  who  mar- 
ned  Lucy  Robert**  and  at  his  death  left  a  widow, 
two  daughters  and  three  sons.  His  widow  subse- 
(luently  married  a  Mr.  Porter,  by  whom  she  had 
<me  daui^hter,  and  she  finally  imssed  her  last  davs 
in  Macomb  County,  Mich. 

The  life  story  of  Alonzo  Slayton  is  one  of  inter- 
est.  He  was  born  DecemlKM-  20,  1H04,  and  entered 
the  regular  army,  where  he  reached  the  rank  of  a 
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Serjeant  and  took  part  in  the  conttiets  (lurin<r  the 
the  Black  Hawk  War.  In  1885  he  came  toMaeomb 
County,  this  State,  where  his  mother  was  livin<^, 
and  afterward  settled  \i\Km  a  fine  farm  of  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  in  Tyrime  Township,  this 
county.  Tliis  lie  cleared  and  placed  under  jrood 
cultivation,  and  had  obtained  from  it  si)hMidid 
crops,  when  he  died.  May  22,  1861.  He  had  served 
his  township  Jis  both  Supervisor  and  Justice  of  tiie 
Peace,  and  in  1844  his  su|H»rior  abilities  and  ex<*el- 
lent  judgment  had  raised  him  to  the  office  of  Asso- 
ciate Judge  of  Livingston  County.  lk\^idcs  his 
training  as  a  farmer  lie  had  the  trade  of  a  carpen- 
ter and  was  oc^casionally  cjilled  upon  to  practice  it. 
At  tlie  time  of  his  death  he  owned  three  hundred 
and  twentv  acres  of  highlv  cultivatc»d  and  aral)le 

ft.  c^  •' 

hmd.  lie  was  twice  married;  his  fii-st  wife  ])eing 
Kliza  Covil,  and  his  second  wife  Ix^ng  Melinda 
Hamilton,  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Barnes  and  daughter 
of  Hugh  and  Klsic  (Shipman)  Hamilton.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  liarne^  have  Ixeen  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one 
.  child.  Pearl  M.,  and  in  their  home  are  to  be  found 
not  only  the  wmiforU*  of  this  life,  but  true  harmonv 
and  happiness. 


\ 
/ 


N 
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US.  KLIZA  M.  CLARK.  The  owner  of  Ihc 
model  little  farm  <if  eiirhlv  acres  located 
on  section  3.  llartlainl  Township.  Living- 
ston County,  is  a  lady  whose  name  is  at 
head  of  this  sketch.  She  i>  a  native  of  this 
State,  having  been  born  in  Tyrone  Township,  this 
c<nintv,  Januarv  18,  1817.  Her  father  was  Amos 
Dexter,  a  native  of  New  York,  where  he  was  j-eared 
until  he  came  to  Michigan  in  18.S8.  He  located  at 
once  in  Tvnme  Township,  this  countv,  there  Ijciiii^ 
but  few  improvements  on  the  place  which  he  pur- 
chased. He  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and  fol- 
lowed his  calling  even  aftei*  he  ha<l  located  heie, 
setting  up  his  forge  upon  his  faini.  He  died  on  the 
2t>th  of  March,  1872,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two 
years.  During  his  life  he  was  a  member  of  the  Free 
Methodist   Church,  in  which    body  he   was  an   ex- 


horter  and  a  most  devoted  worker.  He  was  well 
known  througluuit  the  county  and  enjoyed  there- 
sjM'<t  of  all  his  neighbors  and  as.sociat«s. 

Mrs.  Clark's  mother  was  in  her  maiden  days 
Miss  Lovicy  Brooks,  a  native  of  New  York,  there 
born  in  181 1.  She  wju*  married  in  her  native  Stale 
January  21),  18:^0.  Slie  died  March  29,  1891,  at  the 
good  old  age  of  seventy-nine  veai-s.  She  was  the 
mother  of  thirteen  childit»n,  twelve  of  whom  grew 
to  manh<M)d  and  womanhood,  and  of  these  eiffht 
are  now  living.  Mrs.  Clark  is  the  eleventh  child 
and  seventh  daughttn*.  The  names  are  as  follows: 
William,  deceasi'd;  Ruth;  John,  deceased;  Mariaiu; 
Sarah,  deceased;  Martha;  Mary  Ann,  deceased;  Ahi, 
Annie,  Amos,  the  last  of  whom  died  in  the  service 
of  his  country;  Kliza  M.,  Celestine  and  Joseph. 

Mrs.  Clark  remained  at  home  until  her  marriage, 
which  took  place  September   15,  1868.      While  yet 
a  ycMing  lady  she   had   acquired  a  reputation   for 
being  a  most  accomplished  housewife  as  well  as  an 
intelligent  and  ca[)able  young  woman.    She  united 
her  fate  for   lu'tter  or  worse  with  that  of  I^nson 
K.  Clark,  who  was  a  native  of  this  State,  townshi]) 
and  county,  and  was  born  I)eceml)er  18,  1844.    He 
was  the  son  of  Lee  (irand  and  Catherine  Vroman 
Clark.     He  was  reared  and  educ»ated  in  his  native 
l)lace  and  was  considered  one  of  the  yoiinir  men 
with  brightest  prosi)ects  of  that  township.     Heen- 
Ii>te(l  in  18r)2  in  the  War  of  the  Kel)ellion,  joining 
(  onipany    L,  of    the    Twenty-sixth    Regiment    of 
Michigan  Infantry,  and  after  an  honorable  si»rvice 
(luring  which   he  saw  much    hard   fighting  he   re- 
ceived   his   discharge  at  Alexandria,  A'a.,  June  4. 
I8(;r),  and  was  mustered  out  at  Washington  June 
2H,  18(;.').  after  which   he  returned  to  his   home  in 
.Mi<higan.     In    one   battle   he  was  wounded  by  a 
nui^ket  shot  which  lodged  in  his  head,  and  although 
it  was  n<it   iinined lately  fatal  he   never  recovered 
from  its  etTects.  it  causing  his  death  in    1889.     He 
was  iMiried  in  the  Ha rtland  Cemetery  amid  the  most 
deferential   honors  paid  by  a  large  eoncoui-se   of 
relatives    and    friends.     He  was  a  noble.  Christian 
man,  and   very   well    known    in    the    county,  also 
thoroiii»hly   liked   by  all  who   knew  him,  althou<»'h 
he  was  an  invalid  much  of  the  time  during  his  lat- 
ter years,     lli^  wife  was   his  constant  ccmipanion 
and  guardian  during  this  time. 
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Mi-s.  Clark  is  tlie  inotlier  of  seven  children,  four 
sons  and  three  daugliters,  whose  names  are  m  order 
of  ])irth  as  follows:  Kosa  Adell,  Anna  Delilla  and 
Anson  Delhert  (twins),  Amos  Lee  (irand,  Joseph 
Calvin,  Blanche  liOvicy  and  Lanson  A.  C.  The 
eldest  daughter  is  the  wife  of  Berton  E.  Peai-son; 
they  reside  in  Miiford,  Oakland  Conn t}^  this  State. 
Anson  Delbert  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years  and 
ten  months,  and  Amos  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
yeai*s,  one  month  and  nine  days.  The  other  chil- 
dren are  still  at  home  with  their  mother,  brighten- 
ing her  life  in  an  endeavor  to  return  the  loving 
affection  and  care  which  she  has  lavished  upon  them 
in  their  early  youth.  Mrs.  Clark  is  the  owner  of 
eighty  acres  of  good  land  which  she  rents,  and  this 
brings  her  in  a  very  comfortable  income. 


>^.y^ 


'"vA 


i>^Me^=^ 


"»^N()S  SOWLK.  The  owner  of  the  excel- 
^=^  lently  cultivated  farm,  comprising  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  on  section 
33,  Howell  Township,  Livingston  County,  has  wit- 
nessed the  growth  of  this  immediate  section  of  the 
country,  he  himself  having  come  here  in  1855, 
when  the  w^oods  were  still  in  their  virgin  state, 
and  the  deer,  wildcat  and  wolves  were  more  fre- 
quent visi tot's  than  any  of  his  own  kind.  He 
built  a  shanty  in  the  midst  of  this  wilderness  and 
made  that  his  home  for  a  number  of  yeai*s.  Then 
as  his  condition,  financially,  was  l)ettered,  he  built 
his  present  commodious  and  comfortable  dwelling, 
which  is  thoroughly  fitted  for  the  enjoyment  of 
life.  He  keeps  a  great  deal  of  stock,  among  which 
are  fine  grade  cattle  and  a  large  nimiber  of  horses 
and  sheep. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Tom|>- 
kins  County,  N.  Y.,  in  the  township  of  Danbury, 
(m  the  8th  of  June,  1826.  His  parents  were  John 
and  Florilla  (l)ikeman)  Sowle,  natives  of  Rhode 
Island  and  New  York,  respectively.  The  former 
was  a  mechanic  by  calling,  and  after  a  lifetime 
spent  in  the  stiuggle  with  the  exigencies  of  exist- 
ence, his  decease  occurred  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y. 
Jljs   widow   came    to   Michigan    in    1846,  with   a 


fnmily  of  children;  her  sons-in-law,  with  their 
families,  accompanied  her,  making  in  all  a  party  of 
nineteen  i>ersons.  They  settled  in  the  township 
of  Handy,  this  county,  where  €hey  purchased  land. 
There  our  subject's  mother  [Missed  away  from  this 
life  in  Septemlwr,  1852.  v 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  brought  u\)  a  farmer 
lad  and  drilled  in  the  agricultural  scrience,  not  as 
it  is  accomplished  at  the  present  time,  but  by  the 
hardest  manual  labor.  The  rudiments  of  his  edu- 
cation were  received  prior  to  his  coming  to  Michi- 
gan, and  indeed  he  had  not  many  advantages 
after  reaching  the  age  of  ten  yeiirs,  for  at  that 
time  he  commenced  to  Ije  self-supporting,  working 
out  and  receiving  $3.25  per  month  for  his  services. 
To  appreciate  the  privations  and  hardships  of  the 
family,  the  reader  must  know  that  the  fii'st  pair  of 
shoes  possessed  by  our  subject  were  obtained  when 
he  was  six  years  old,  and  they  were  made  from 
horse-hide — the  hide  of  an  animal  which  the 
family  had  owned. 

Mr.  Sowle  worked  out  by  the  month  and  day 
until  twenty-eight  yeai"s  old,  at  which  time  he  had 
accumulated  enough  to  be  enabled  to  purchase  the 
farm  upon  which  he  now  lives.  After  obtaining 
the  home  he  felt  the  need  of  a  companion,  and 
made  mistress  of  his  house  Miss  Justina  Curtis. 
They  were  married  December  14,  1854.  She  was  a 
native  of  Handy  Township,  this  county,  and  is  the 
daug  iter  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  A.  (Bush)  Curtis, 
who  came  to  this  Stjite  and  county  in  1836.  Two 
children,  who  are  living,  are  the  evidence  of  the 
plighted  troth  of  our  subject  and  his  wife.  They 
are  Mary  J.,  who  is  now  Mi*s.  George  Carl,  and  the 
mother  of  three  children — Freddie,  Marcia  and 
Martha,  the  two  last  named  l)eing  twins.  She,  with 
her  huslmnd  and  family,  is  a  resident  of  this 
township,  and  is  the  owner  of  a  farm  of  fifty-four 
acres,  located  on  section  33.  The  next  child  is  a 
son,  George  K.,  wiio  died  when  twenty-nine  years 
of  age,  and  the  youngest  is  a  daughter,  Rosa  A.  P. 

Our  subject,  politically,  alliliates  with  the  Dem- 
(K-ratic  i)arty,  that  platform  ajipealing  more 
directly  to  his  ideas  of  justice  and  right  as  far  as 
governmental  power  is  concerned.  He  is  a  self- 
made  man,  having  been  not  only  industrious,  but 
a  good  manager  and  exceedingly  energetic.     He  is 
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rewarded  with  tlie  <i:reatest  ri^^pect  and  likintj  in 
the  county,  which  has  honored  him  on  sevei-al  occa- 
sions by  nominal  in  <i:  him  to  ottice.  He  has,  liowever, 
ivfnsed  to  f)0  an  incmnlK'nt  of  h>cal  ottices,  attend- 
ing strictly  to  his  own  lesi^itimate  business,  which 
is  that  of  farmintr.  He  has  a  l»eautiful  home, 
which  is  not  only  comforlnble,  ])ein<i:  arran«ri*<l 
with  all  conveniences  that  <i:ive  modern  farm  in  u 
so  great  an  advantage  over  the  old  styU*,  but 
being  also  an  attractive  edifice  in  outer  appear- 
ance as  well  as  inner  arrangement.  He  is  a  man 
of  unimpeachable  character  and  standing. 


(^ 


6" 
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rr-y  RKDKUICK   HIBNKR.     The  owner  and  res- 
t-ife);  ident  upon  the  line  farm  bx-ated  on  section 
1;  13,  Hartland  Township,  Livingston  County, 

is  a  native  of  Prussia,  the  countrv  thai  has  >o 
great  a  rei)Utation  for  its  soldiery,  having  one  of 
the  most  magniHcent  standing  armies  in  Ihe  world. 
To  it  the  world  is  indebted  for  manv  tliiuii^s  out- 
si<h*  of  a  great  military  example.  She  stands  tirst 
in  original  exi)eriments  in  science  and  only  second 
to  Knu:lan<l  in  her  literature.  Us  inhabitants  have 
common  sense  views  of  life  that  lend  to  a  splendid 
physical  development,  for  the  (ieriiiau  nation  as  a 
people  arc  noted  for  their  line    physi(iues  and  lon- 

LCi'Vit  V. 

Mr.  llibner  was  born  Ma\  2.'),  IS.Jl.  in  llic  dis- 
tricl  of  Mactcbing;  his  I'atlici-.  Daniel  llibner.  also 
a  native  of  (iernian\.  he  (aine  lo  the  I'nited 
States  in  lH;'):i.  landinii  in  New  Voik  Citv,  Decern- 
bi'i'  I.  He  first  located  in  Ohio,  and  there  livrd 
for  one  year,  at  the  end  of  which  lime  he  procred- 
ed  to  this  State  and  settled  in  Springville  Town- 
ship. Oakland  County,  whence  he  removed  to 
(irovehnul  Township,  two  years  later,  at  wliirh 
place  he  purchased  forty  aci'cs  of  farm  land.  This 
he  sold  and  later  IxMight  a  farm  at  White  Lake, 
this  he  also  sold  and  came  to  live  with  his  >on.  our 
subject,  passinii:  awa\'  from  lhi>  life  at  his  home, 
after  haviuLT  reached  the  ai^e  of  sevenl v-seven 
year.;.  Our  suhjet'l's  mother  was  before  hei-  mar- 
riaue  a  Miss  Catherine  Daten,  a  native  of  (ier- 
minv  as  wjis  her  husband.     She    was    the   faithful 


and  h)ving  companion  of  his  life  and  finally  died 
at  the  age  of  seventv-six  yenrs. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  seven  children.  Inking  the 
eldest  chibL  He  was  reared  in  his  native  land, 
and  was  twentv-one  veai-s  old  when  he  c^nie  to 
this  countrv.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
Fatherland,  becoming  thoroughly  well  drilled  in 
the  branches  as  taught  in  his  country.  On  c<.>niing 
to  America  with  his  father,  he  resided  for  two 
years  in  Ohio,  whence  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
located  in  Oakland  County.  He  there  hired  iuit 
by  the  month  on  various  farms,  s|>ending  inoeit  of 
his  tinu*  with  Newton  Biglo,  of  Springville  Town- 
ship, workin<»  for  him  sc^ven  yeai*s.  lie  re(*iMved 
here  ^\i)  per  month  for  his  fii-st  labor.  After  leav- 
ing Mr.  l>iglo,  he  went  to  Holly  where  he  piuvhas- 
ed  forty  acres  of  land;  this  he  partially  impriived, 
remaining  there  for  a  period  or  three  yeai*s,  and 
then  coming  tx>  his  present  kK*ation. 

On  settling  here  Mr.  llibner  found  that  no 
improvements  had  Ik'cu  made,  with  the  exception 
of  a  liltle  log  house,  and  he  at  onc*e  bent  his 
efforts  toward  making  the  place  s<miewhat  realize 
his  idea  of  a  farm.  His  marriage  took  place 
in  Oakland  County,  hisbrule  l»eing  Miss  Arstena 
Millhberir.  like  himself,  a  native  of  Ciermanv. 
They  are  the  jjarents  of  eight  children,  live  daugh- 
ter.^ and  three  sons,  whose  names  are  as  follow^: 
Marv,  Charles.  Lmma,  Anna,   Lenor,  Henrv,    Mer- 

•  -  »     ■ 

win  and  Snsan.  Mary  is  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  M. 
\\  yeoff.  and  resides  not  a  great  distance- from  her 
parents.  The  children  are  all  bright  and  intelli- 
gent, the  bovs  beinii:  gifted  with  considerable  busi- 
ness  capability  and  talent.  The  young  ladies  are 
aeeoniplished  and  prepossessing. 

Mr.  llibner  is  the  owner  of  five  hundred  an<l 
lifl(*en  acres  of  land,  all  in  one  body  except  eighty 
aeri's  which  is  on  section  10.  It  si>eaks  well  for 
our  subject's  ability  as  a  business  man  that  while 
he  came  to  this  Slate  with  scarcely  more  than  an 
abiding  faith  in  his  physical  strength,  and  his 
ability  to  work  for  what  he  wanted,  he  has  acquir- 
ed his  i)resent  handsonu'  property.  His  residence 
a  view  of  which  appears  on  another  page,  was 
huilt  in  ls7r>  at  a  cost  of  Jj^l/jOO.  It  is  a  cozy  and 
comfortable  liltle  home  that  is  gav  w'ith  the  tnerry 
je>ls  and  ringing  laughter  of  the  young  iKH>ple. 
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Our  subject  deals  quite  extensively  in  slieep, 
and  at  present  has  two  hundred  head  of  fine  breed. 
His  farm  is  well  stocked,  irrigated  and  drained, 
and  he  cultivates  the  entire  place  with  the  excep- 
tion of  eighty  acres.  He  owns  a  fartn  on  section 
14,  uix)n  which  is  a  good  house,  with  other  im- 
provements. In  his  political  principles  and  predi- 
lection, Mr.  Hibner  is  a  Republican.  His  first  vote 
was  cast  for  Buchanan.  He  was  reared  in  a  Lu- 
theran family  and  is  still  an  adherent  of  that  faith, 
his  wife  and  children  also  l>elonging  to  that 
church. 


$K()R(;K  a.  marsh.  The  agricultural  ele- 
nient  forms  the  backlx)ne  of  every  com- 
munity, for  upon  its  character  and  work 
depends  the  real  development  of  the  resources  of 
that  sectiim  of  the  country;  and  if  enterprise,  in- 
dustry and  integrity  are  lacking  the  whole  body 
coriK)rate  will  be  lacking  in  vitality,  strength  and 
success. 

Among  the  farmei-s  of  Handy  Township,  Liv- 
ingston County,  we  find  Mr.  Mai-sh,  living  on  sec- 
tions 29  and  30,  where  he  has  a  splendid  farm  of 
one  hundred  acres.  This  county  contains  his 
native  home,  as  he  was  born  in  I'nadilla  Town- 
ship, in  the  year  1819,  and  in  that  same  township 
his  parents  Zenas  and  Mary  (Glenn)  Mai*sh  were 
married  and  made  their  early  w^edded  home,  ns 
they  had  come  when  (juite  young  to  this  county. 
The  settled  upon  a  wooded  fartn  and  having  cleared 
it  off  and  imi)roved  it,  lived  there  till  1860  when 
Zenas  Marsh  died  u])on  the  old  homestead,  and 
twelve  years  later  his  faithful  wife  expired  in 
Fowlerville.  The  principles  of  the  Democratic 
party  had  always  been  the  ])oliticnl  .>entiments  of 
Mr.  Mai*sh,  but  he  had  not  meddled  in  public  af- 
fairs. 

The  worthy  pioneer  couple  of  whom  we  have 
now  si>oken  had  a  family  of  seven  children,  of 
whom  five  are  now  living,  namely:  Kmily  T., 
(Mrs.  Metcalf),  Rol)ert,  our  subject,  Inez,  (Mi*s. 
i^owers)  and  Edward.     The   subject  of  this  sketch 


remained  at  home  through  lx)yhood  and  youth 
and  received  his  schooling  in  l^nadilla  Township, 
and  when  he  reached  his  majority  he  settled  half  a 
mile  south  of  Fowlerville  for  two  years,  and 
then  sold  that  proi)erty,  and  came  and  purchased 
the  place  upon  which  he  now  resides.  He  has 
cleared  the  timber  from  this  tmct  and  has  placed 
upon  it  fine  buildings  and  other  good  imi)rove- 
ments.  His  home  is  marked  by  more  evidences  of 
taste  and  culture  than  manv  farm  houses  and  its 
surroundings  are  most  attractive. 

The  office  of  Commissioner  of  Highways  was 
given  to  him  for  two  yeai-s,  and  for  quite  a  long 
while  he  attended  to  the  duties  of  Road  Master 
and  ha^  also  held  other  offices.  The  happy  marital 
union  of  (ieorge  A.  Marsh  and  Susan  Saundei"8 
dates  from  1873,  when  at  the  residence  of  the 
bride's  parents  they  were  made  one.  This  lady 
was  born  in  Maiion  Township  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Frederick  and  Mary  (Love)  Saunders,  an  English 
couple  who  came  to  America  in  1836,  and  made 
their  home  for  some  time  in  Livingston  County, 
liefore  their  marriage.  Mr.  Saundei's  attended 
school  for  a  while  after  coming  to  Michigan,  and 
sub^^equent  to  his  marriage,  which  took  place  in 
Clarion  Township  he  made  his  home  there.  Mi-s. 
Saundei's'  father  was  also  a  native  of  England, 
Henry  CJ.  Love  by  name,  and  he  likewise  came  to 
America  in  1836  and  became  one  of  the  pioneei-s 
of  Marion  Township.  His  faithful  companion  de- 
parted this  life  while  they  were  living  in  England, 
and  he  is  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mi*s.  Saundei's  were 
the  happy  parents  of  six  children,  four  only  of 
whom  now  survive,  they  are:  Mi's.  Marsh,  William 
II.,Tilla,  (Mrs.  Demeiest,  deceased),  Mary  J.,  (Mi's. 
Demere^t),  Lydia  E.,  and  Lyda  (deceased.)  The 
mother  departed  this  life  February  7,  1889. 

Among  the  prominent  leaders  in  the  People's 
party  in  Livingston  County,  Mr.  Mai'sh's  name 
may  well  ai)pear.  His  intelligence  and  thorough 
understanding  of  public  affairs  and  his  enthusijism 
for  the  principles  which  that  party  represents,  make 
him  exceedingly  inttuential  among  the  men  who 
are  foHowing  the  ideas  promulgated  1)V  that  party. 
In  agricultural  circles  he  is  also  regarded  as  a 
prominent  man,  as  the  fine  c<mdition  of  his  farm 
gives  him    a   prestige    which    he  richly    deserves. 
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His  fine  buihlings  and  excellent  improvements 
show  to  every  ol)tH»rver  the  Imnd  of  a  thorough- 
goin*>;anfl  sy^teniatie  farmer  and  his  Durham  cattle 
and  fine  horses  are  worthy  of  the  pride  which  he 
feels  in  them. 


I  «  I 


-«#»■ 


^* 


--r*^^-^ 


/K^.  RS.   SARKrrA     RICHMOND.     The    lady 

///  iV  ^'^^^  i^*^  ^^*^'  owner  of  the  farm  that  is  a 
model  of  its  kind  and  l< seated  on  section 
*  li>.  Howell  Township,  Livingston  County, 

has  administered  her  business  affairs  with  so  much 
ability  as  to  rank  high  among  her  sex  as  a  financier 
and  manager.  Her  farm  comprises  sixty  acres 
which  is  under  a  staU*  of  careful  cultivatiim.  She 
came  to  this  township  in  IH47  when  the  place  was 
a  wilderness,  and  although  she  lu'longs  to  the  sex 
that  was  formerly  spoken  of  by  the  -'lords  of  crea- 
tion'' as  the  weaker  one,  she  did  her  part  as  a 
pioneer  in  developing  the  country,  foi'  weak  in- 
deed wonld  be  the  woman  in  pioneer  times  who, 
in  the  stress  and  press  of  harvest  labor  could  not 
go  out  in  the  fields  with  rake  or  hoe  and  accom- 
plish a  fair  day's  work. 

The  lady  of  whom  it  is  oin-  pleasant  privilege  to 
here  give  a  short  ]>iographical  .sketch  in  outline  is 
a  daughtt'r  of  William  and  lietscv  (Heroy)  Urun- 
dagc,  natives  of  New  York.  Her  falluM*  came  to 
Michigan  in  I^^IT  and  settled  on  section  21.  of  this 
township  and  county,  having  purchased  a  farm  to 
which  he  bent  his  efforts  to  cultivate  and  imi)rove. 
There  he  lived  and  died,  having  had  a  familv  of 
five  children,  four  of  whom  arc  now  liviuir.  Thev 
are  Charles;  William,  who  lives  in  California;  our 
subject.  (Mrs.  Iviclnnond),  and  Perry,  of  (iratiot 
Countv. 

Mrs.  Richmond  joined  her  fate  with  that  of 
Tracv  R.  Richmond.  November  '2i\,  1H.'>(;.  lie  was 
boin  near  Ann  Arbor.  Mich.,  in  \h:U),  and  was  the 
son  of  Simeon  and   Pollv  Richmond,  who  came  to 

• 

Michigan  and  settled  lirst  at  Pinckney  where  the 
elder  Mr.  Richmond  worked  nt  his  trade  which  was 
that  of  a  carpenter.  Our  subject's  husband  was 
reared  a  farmer  and  remained  loyal  to  his  calling 


through   life.     After  their  marriage  he  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  in  Howell  Townshijj  on  s^ec'tion 
20,  and  lived  there  a  year,  enjoying  the  comforts 
of  home   in  this  new  hH*ation.     He  then   rente<I  a 
farm  for  four  years,  aftt*r  which  he  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land  in  this  vicinity  and  later  puix^iaseii 
the    tract  whereon    his  widow  at    present    re9>ides. 
His  fii*st  purchase  comprised  forty  aci'cs,  which  was 
the  nucleus  of  the  fine  farm  which  he  owned  at  the 
time  of  his  decease.     Cpon  this  he  ))uilt  a  very 
ii:ood   residence   in  which  his  widow  now  resides. 
Mr.  Richmond  was  a  man  of  progressive  tendencies, 
greatly   interested   in  everything  that  looked  to- 
ward a  furtherance  of  domestic,  niunieii>al  or  na- 
tional (iovernment.     Pers<.>nally  he  was  genial  and 
very  popular  with  his  associates.     His  decease  oc- 
curred  Mav  »'),  1H8(),  at  which  time   he  was  fortv- 
three  yeai*s  and  five  months  of  age. 

Mi*s.  Richmond's  consort  wjis  a  Republican  in 
his  predilection.  He  was  i)articularv  interested  in 
the  governmental  affairs  of  the  kx^htv.  He  left 
a  family  comprising  a  wife  and  two  children, 
.lav,  the  elder  son,  married  Celia  Mcintosh,  and 
now  lives  on  the  home  farm.  He  has  two  children 
— Ray  W.  and  Kva.  The  younger  child,  a  daughter, 
Marv  K.,  became  Mi-s.  Frank  R.  Crandal.  She  is 
now  deceased,  having  departed  this  life  Maix'h  li). 
1HH8.  She  left  two  children — Tracy  F.  and  Marv  B. 
.lav  Richmond  is  his  mother's  able  assistant  in 
carry iniif  on  the  work  of  the  farm  and  it  shows  no 
diminution  in  care  and  attention,  he  evidentlv 
beiui*  a  man  who  thoroughlv  understands  his  busi- 
ness.  Their  home  is  a  beautiful  rural  residence  in 
the  midst  of  a  wide  rolling  lawn  surrounded  with 
choice  shade  and  fruit  trees.  ( )ur  subject  is  a  worthy 
lady  who  stands  high  in  the  regard  of  her  friends 
and  neighbors. 


=^3 


5'$® 


^ 
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I  OllN  ARMSTRONC;.  Although  our  subject 
has  passed  three-quartei*s  of  a  c(»ntury,  and 
dining  this  time  he  has  experienced  the 
frost  of  the  world's  wintry  wisdom,  as  well 


as  the  brightness  and  sunshine  of  encouragement 
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and  joy,  liis  heart  is  as  young  and  untouched  as 
though  youth  were  immortal.  He  reminds  one  of 
a  sturdy  oak  on  the  mountain  side,  rough  and 
rugged  of  branch  and  bark,  yet  giving  an  impres- 
sion of  strength  and  character  such  as  no  otiier  tree 
conveys,  and  at  the  same  time  casting  a  grateful 
shade  over  the  too  heated  pathways  through  the 
summer  woods.  The  tree  f)ears  ii^wn  its  rugged 
exterior  the  history  of  nature,  the  story  of  tem- 
l)ests,  of  drouth,  flood  and  scorching  sunshine.  The 
man  is  an  unwritten  history  of  moments  of  passion, 
restraint,  reservation,  pleasure  and  pain,  lie  will 
tell  you  some  of  his  life,  but  the  golden  i)art,  the 
part  that  we  curious  mortals  care  most  to  pry  into, 
he  Icxjks  in  the  depths  of  his  own  heart,  as  tlie  oak 
l)eArs  in  its  inner  rings  its  life  history. 

Our  subject  is  the  owner  and  proprietor  of  the 
farm  on  section  26, 1 lartland  Township,  Livingston 
Count3^  He  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  hav- 
ing been  bom  in  Fabius  Townshij),  Onondaga 
County,  Septeml)er  28,  1816.  We  will  not  here 
attempt  to  give  a  biography  of  his  parents  as  one 
will  Ije  found  under  the  sketch  of  our  subject's 
brother,  Mr.  L.  L.  Armstrong,  in  anotlier  part  of 
this  volume,  lie  of  whom  we  write  is  tlie  young- 
est of  six  children  born  to  his  parents  and  of  these 
three  only  are  now  living.  Mr.  Armstrong  was 
very  young  when  obliged  to  start  out  in  Hfe  for 
himself,  being  but  twelve  years  of  age  when  he 
iirst  l^egan  to  work  as  he  could  by  the  month  or 
day. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  received  twenty-four 
acres  of  land  in  Monroe  Coimtj^  N.  Y.,  from  his 
mother.  He  however  paid  for  the  land  and  took 
cai*e  of  his  mother  and  brother  until  their  decease. 
His  marriage  took  place  in  Monroe  County,  N.  Y., 
March  26,  1848,  his  bride  being  Ahnira  Talmage. 
The  lady  is  a  native  of  Saratoga  County,  X.  Y., 
being  there  lK)rn  in  1828.  She  was,  liowever,  reared 
in  the  town  of  Parma,  Monroe  Count  v.  After 
their  marriage  our  subject  sold  their  little  tract  of 
twentv-four  acres  for  I^LIOO,  and  he  immediatelv 
invested  tlie  proceeds  in  a  farm  of  fifty-two  and  a 
half  acres  in  the  town  of  (ireece.  Monioe  County, 
of  the  same  Stat<?,  there  he  remained  carrying  on  a 
general  business  in  agriculture  until  1854,  when  he 
came  to  Hartland,  this  county  and  State,  and  lo- 


cated on  section  26.  He,  with  his  familv  still  live 
in  the  same  log  hoiKse  that  was  on  the  place  when 
he  came  here.  He  is  now,  however,  building  a  new 
frame  dwelling  which  he  contemi)lates  with  much 
pride  and  pleasure. 

Mr.  and  Mi*s.  Armstrong  are  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  seven  of  whom  arc  now  living.  Thev 
are:  Edtia,  Lorenzo  L.,  Charles,  Lydie,  John  E., 
Julia  E.,  and  William  H.  The  oldest  child  and 
daughter  is  now  the  wife  of  Chester  Camplx^l. 
They  reside  on  a  farm  in  Antrim  Township,  Shia- 
wassee County.  Lorenzo  is  a  farmer  residing  in 
Hartland  Township,  this  county.  Charles  is  also  a 
farmer  living  in  Antrim  Township,  Shiawassee 
County.  Lydie  is  the  wife  of  H.  Brown,  and  lives 
in  this  vicinity.  Johti  E.  resides  in  H«irtlaud 
Township.  Julia  E.  still  makes  her  home  with  her 
parents  as  does  her  brother  William  11. 

Our  subject  is  the  fortunate  possessor  of  three 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  some  of  the  finest 
land  in  Livingston  Coiuity.  It  is  well  improved 
and  so  fertile  that  it  needs  only  to  be  turned  over 
with  the  plow  and  put  to  seed  to  bring  forth  a 
bountiful  harvest.  Most  of  the  improvements 
have  been  made  thereon  by  himself  although  his 
eldest  and  youngest  sons  are  now  conducting  the 
work  of  the  farm  on  shares.  Our  subject's  fii-st 
vote  was  wist  for  James  K.  Polk.  He  is  now  an 
ardent  Republican  tjiking  as  great  an  interest  in 
political  news  as  in  his  younger  days. 


v.. 


_oc. 


OJ 


Mi'^^^ 


\]U.^  IRAM  W.  BAKER.  The  old  idea  of  the 
i)  "'horny  handed  sons  of  the  soil*'  is  to  a 
great  extent  exploded,  agricultural  meth- 
'^  ods  at  this  time  being  carried  on  with 
com])aratively  little  manual  labor,  the  imjiDVid 
implements,  whose  motive  powt^r  is  sl<'am  or  elec- 
tricity, accomplishing  in  one-tenth  the  time  the 
work  that  was  formerly  performed  by  hand.  It  is 
quite  possible  for  even  the  great  majority  in  this 
country  as  well  as  in  England  to  be  "gentleman 
farmei-s.''  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the 
favored  representatives  of  agriculture  in  this  dis* 
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rict,  owuina:  a  fin 3  farm  of  sixty  a'jrcM  on  solution 
8,  Meridian  Townsliip,  Ingham  C'onnty.  lie  de- 
votes hinisc»lf  to  general  farming.  He  was  l)orn  in 
NortliumlK»rland,  Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  Novem- 
U»r  22,  1837.  His  father,  xVlexander  C.  Ii:iker,  is 
by  occupation  a  farmer,  and  a  native  of  Monroe 
County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  Imrn  in  1810.  His  de- 
cejise  oc*curred  wliile  he  was  yet  in   the  heyday  of 

youth. 

•. 

IIii*am   Baker's  mother  was  in  her  maiden  days 

« 

Miss  Betsey  L.  Williams.  She  was  I  Mir  n  in  Wilton, 
Saratoga  County,  N.  Y.,  November  16,  1811,  and 
died  Octol>er  23,  1888.  C)ur  subject  remained  un- 
der the  parental  rcK>f  until  he  was  sixteen  yeai-s  of 
age,  helping  his  father  with  the  farm.  His  oi>por- 
tunities  for  attending  even  a  district  school  were 
very  poor,  and  the  knowledge  usually  ac(juired  in 
the  public  schools  he  has  lalH)riously  secured  by 
individual  study  and  by  experience.  Wiien  six- 
teen years  of  age  he  started  out  in  life  to  make  his 
own  living.  In  company  with  another  boy  he 
went  to  Toledo,  Oiiio,  and  obUiined  w(>rk  on  a  rail- 
road at  that  place.  After  pursuing  this  heavy  em- 
ployment for  nearly  a  year,  he  returned  \a\  New 
York  and  siKjnt  six  yeai*s  in  farming  in  Vates 
County. 

Having  acquired  a  home  and  assured  of,  :it  least, 
the  necesvsities  of  life,  Mr.  Baker  to(>k  unto  himself 
a  wife.  His  niarriatre  willi  Miss  Kate  C.  Cliast*  oe- 
curred  January  8,  18()1.  The  la<h  was  a  dauii:liter 
of  Calvin  Chase,  a  farmer  in  that  vicinily.and  was 
born  August  20,  18:57,  in  Carbon <hile,  l*a.  Care- 
fully educated,  she  became  a  teacher  and  was  sue- 
cessfully  employed  in  this  capacity  for  several 
years.  She  enjoyecl  the  special  advant^ige  of  a 
course  in  I'nion  Si-niinary  in  Delaware  County,  N. 
Y.  In  18(11  the  youni;:  couple  came  to  Michiiran 
and  rented  a  farm   near   Battle  Creek,  where  they 

ft 

remained  for  eleven  years.  They  then  removed 
into  Ini^ham  County,  where  tlu'y  weie  eniraged  in 
farming  for  a  short  time. 

By  practicing  the  strictest  economy,  our  subject 
was  at  last  enabled  to  i>ureliase  the  c(unfortable 
home  that  they  now  occupy.  Several  substantial 
imi)rovement>  had  been  made  upon  the  place  since 
they  came  here,  and  the  careful  attention  in  the 
way  of  cultivatioi)  that  Mr.  Bakei*  has  given  the 


placHj  lias  added  greatly  to  its  value.  While  in 
New  York,  Mi*s.  liiiker  was  a  member  of  the  liaptist 
Church,  but  has  not  identified  herself  with  any  re- 
ligious  iKxiy  siiu*e  coming  here.  They  are  IkjUi 
memlM'i-sof  Harmony  Alliance,  No.  l,of  Pine  I^ke. 
the  first  lodge  organized  in  Michigan.  Mr.  Baker 
wjts  also  the  lii-st  candidate  to  l)e  initiated  iu  the 
Okemos  (i  range  after  xXa  organization.  Our  sub- 
ject has  always  l)een  a  Demoei*at.  Mrs.  Baker  is  a 
highly  accomplished  lady  with  decided  tastes  and 
talents  in  an  artistic  direction.  Their  home  is 
made  charming  by  the  dainty  works  of  her  liand. 


Ih 


AKSHAL  COFFEY.  One  of  the  most  de- 
lightful  lumies  in  Handy  Township,  is  that 
owned  by  the  enterprising  \'Oung  farmer 
whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 
is  the  proprietor  of  one  hundred  and  sixt\ 
acres  on  section  18,  Handy  Township,  Livingstim 
County,  upon  which  is  built  a  comfortable  and 
connnixlious  lunne  tlmt  is  the  meeting  plac^e  for  the 
choice  s])irits  of  the  vicinity.  Mrs.  CoflPev  is  an  ex- 
ceptionally  attractive  lady,  with  bright  convei*>:i- 
tional  powers,  and  having  much  talent  in  the  mu- 
sical direction.  Her  litcmrv  tastes  and  judirmenl 
are  of  the  most  refined  character,  and  their  home 
abounds  in  the  latest  productions  of  litc»i*alure  and 
works  of  a  seientific  nature.  They  are  thoroughly 
abreast  of  the  times,  and  do  not  believe  in  lookini; 
on  life  as  a  dark  or  dreary  state. 

Mr.  Coffey  was  born  (m  section  18,  Handy  Town- 
ship,  where  he  now  lives.  His  natal  day  was  De- 
cember 18.  180.").  His  parents  wen*  Levi  and  .hnia 
(White)  CotTey,  natives  of  the  Empire  State,  who 
came  to  Michigan  at  a  very  early  day,  and  here 
the  father  accumulated  by  his  prudence,  economy 
and  industry,  a  liandsome  fortune.  At  one  time 
he  was  the  owner  !>f  a  very  handsome  estate,  <i)m- 
prising  live  hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres  of 
bind.  Prior  to  settling  in  Handy  Township,  he 
wiu<  in  Marion  Townshi]),  later  settling  in  Washte- 
naw, linally  locating  permanently   upon   the   farm 
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above  referred  to,  and  wliere  his  decease  look  place 
Febiuai*y  24,  1891,  his  wife  liaving  preceded  him 
by  ten  years. 

Four  sons  grew  up  about  their  parents,  and  as 
they  reached  years  of  maturity,  made  homes  of 
their  own.  Our  subject.  Marshal  Coffey,  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  EtHe  C.  (Jriswold,  Novem»3er2(),  1889. 
Tlie  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  I^aura  (Will- 
iams) Griswold,  of  Handy  Township,  one  of  the 
representative  farmei-s  of  this  locality.  A  native 
of  New  York,  Mr.  Griswold  came  to  Michigan  in 
an  early  day,  and  now  lives  on  section  22,  of  this 
township.  They  have  a  family  of  five  children, 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Bert,  Jay,  Etfie,  now 
Mi-s.  Marshal  Coffey,  I^ah  and  Rutherford.  The 
young  i)eople  have  all  \yeen  given  the  advantages 
of  a  liberal  education,  and  having  bright,  aspiring 
natures  they  easily  take  their  places  in  the  highest 
social  ranks  of  the  locality.  Mr.  Ciriswold  is  a 
stiinch  Republiciin,  giving  his  vote  and  influenc*e 
wholly  to  that  part}'. 

Our  subject.  Marshal  Coffey,  is  one  of  the  i)rom- 
inent  young  farmers  who  by  their  progressive  ten- 
dencies and  energetic  young  blood  go  to  make 
Livingston  County  one  of  the  strongest  in  the  sis- 
terhood of  this  great  luml)ering  and  agricultural 
Stiite.     He  holds  to  the  DeuKKTatic  faith. 


litiiBiifiiHi 
J  1   •   #   * 
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ESSE  JACOBS.  The  gentleman  whose  name 
is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is  the  owner  of 
a  fine  farm  comprising  one  hundred  and 
ninet}"  acres  and  located  on  section  27, 
Howell  Townshii),  Livingston  County.  Mr.  Jacobs 
is  one  of  the  extensive  farmei*s  in  this  township, 
dividing  his  attentiim  between  his  own  farm,where 
lie  mises  horses,  cattle  and  hogs  for  market,  and 
d^)ingtlie  threshing  for  other  farmerein  the  county, 
he  being  the  possessor  of  some  of  the  finest  and 
most  modern  machines  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  Jacobs  was  boni  in  Steulwn  County,  Corn- 
ing Township,  N.  Y.,  DecemlKM-  18, 1840.  His  par- 
ents were  lienjamin  and  Nancy  (Searls)  Jacolis, 
natives  of  the  Emi)ii*e  State.     The  former  was  the 


owner  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
which  he  cultivated  l)efore  coming  West,  and  in 
1859  he  sold  this  place  and  taking  his  way  toward 
the  setting  sun  settled  in  the  township  of  Howell. 
He  is  now  retired  from  the  active  pui'suifc?  of  an 
agricultural  calling.  Our  subject's  mother  died  at 
Plainfield,  Livingston  County,  February  6,  1887. 
Mr.  Jacobs,  Sr.,  is  the  father  of  nine  children,  six 
of  whom  are  now  living.  They  are  Mary,  Jesse, 
Levi,  Benjamin,  Philander  and  Charles. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  received  the  greater 
part  of  his  education  in  Coming.  Steuben  County, 
N.  Y.  He  was  reared  a  farmer  1k>3'  and  on  com- 
ing West  with  his  parents  worked  out  on  farms 
until  he  had  accumulated  enough  to  purchase  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  I'nadilla  Township, 
this  county.  Fifty  acres  of  this  tract  was  timber 
land.  This  he  cleared,  and  lived  upon  the  place 
for  seven  vears,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  sold 
and  came  to  the  farm  where  he  at  present  resides. 
His  original  purchase  here  comprised  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  to  which  he  later  added  seventy- 
two  immediat<»ly  adjoining.  Twenty  acres  of  his 
last  purchase  was  timl)er  land  that  he  cleared.  Mr. 
Jacobs  has  good,  comfortable  farm  buildings,  there 
being  three  houses  upon  the  place  and  also  three 
barns.  In  two  of  these  houses  there  are  tenants 
who  assist  him  with  the  farm  work.  He  has  planted 
three  orchards  on  his  place  which  now  yield 
lx)untifully.  He  also  raises  much  small  fruit  and 
his  farm  being  only  two  miles  from  the  town  of 
Howell  he  finds  a  ready  market  for  this  produce 
near  at  hand.  He  has  as  good  a  farm  as  there  is  in 
the  township  and  it  has  lx»en  so  made  by  his  own 
industry  and  effoi*ts. 

In  1865  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  was 
married  to  Miss  Ada  M.  Barlx)r,  of  Dexter,  Wash- 
tenaw County,  this  State.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  advent  of  eight  children.  They  are 
Au«:usta,  ^larv.  Sarah, Harriet,  Jesse,  Blanche,  Will- 
iam  II.  and  Jennv.  Augusta  married  Harvev 
White;  they  are  the  parentis  of  two  children — Ar- 
tansia  and  an  infant  who  at  the  time  of  wriliui; 
was  not  named.  Thev  reside  in  Ingham  County, 
this  State.  Marv  is  now  Mi-s.  Carl  Hoody,  who  is 
a  resident  of  Colorado. 

Mr.  Jacobs  is  a  Kei)ublican  in  his  ])arty  atfiliation. 
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Naturally  intiMTstvd  in  l<K.*al  polities  hv  is  also  well 
informed  in  reti:ard  to  the  National  (iovernnient 
and  ean  hold  his  own  in  argument  with  any  of  the 
DenuxTati*  in  the  vieinitv.  Our  suhjeet  hjis  l)i»en 
a  very  hard  worker  and  the  cH)miH»teney  that  he 
lias  gained  has  lx»e!i  secured  only  ))y  the  most  in- 
defatigable labor.  lie  has  in  eonneetion  with  his 
farming  interests  In^en  threshing  grain  for  the  last 
twenty-(me  yeaj*s,  doing  most  of  the  threshing  for 
farmei-s  who  do  not  possess  their  own  implement.s. 
lie  has  a  st<^am  thresher  of  ten-hoi'so  jMiwer. 


ri/-^  ON.  (;i:0K(;K  C0IJ^:MAN.  The  earlv  his- 
1;  tory  of  this  family  in  America  reads  like 
^  the  lines  of  a  fairy  story,  as  William  Cole- 
))  man,  the  progenitor  of  the  American  branch 
of  the  family,  came  to  this  country  from  Kngland 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  sixteetith  century,  and  be- 
ing an  orphan  lM)y,  was  lH)und  out  by  the  Captain 
of  the  vessel  in  which  he  canu\  to  a  man  on  Long 
Island,  who  was  a  wealth v  farmer.  As  thi^  youth 
grew  up  U)  manhood  he  learned  to  love  the  beau- 
tiful daughter  of  his  master,  and  at  la>t  was  wedded 
to  her.  They  ''lived  in  happiness  ever  after"  and 
had  four  sons,  oiu'  of  whom,  named  .lohn,  settled 
in  Connecticut,  and  from  him  came  tlic  family  of 
our  subject. 

The  descendant  of  whom  we  write,  who  is  now 
the  County  Treasurer  of  Livingston  County.  Mich., 
and  a  residcMit  of  llowell,  was  born  in  Oranire 
County,  N.  V.,  September  7,  1H:58.  His  parents, 
Kri  and  Susannah  (L<'e)  Coleman,  were  natives  of 
that  county  and  the  father  was  a  wa^on-maker  by 
trade,  wlu)  in  his  boyhood  had  been  bound  out  for 
seven  years  to  learn  his  trade.  After  scrvini'  live 
years  he  paid  his  master  for  the  remainder  of  the 
time  and  started  in  business  for  liimself  in  Oranire 
County.  Later  in  his  ITTe  he  purchas<>(l  a  farm  on 
which  were  a  gristmill  and  a  ]>laster  mill,  which  he 
carried  on  until  October,  1H13.  wh<*n  he  sold  his 
pro])erty  and  came  to  Michigan. 

Kri  Coleman  now  settled  in  Marion  Township, 
Livingstxni    County,  wIhmc  he  engaged  in  farming 


upon  a  five  liundred-aci*e  tract,  a  great  iK>rtiou  of 
which  he  cleared  of  tiral)er,  and  i*einained  upon  it 
U!itil  lHr>7,  when  he  went  to  Pi nckney,  this  count)'. 
He  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  and  followed 
it  until   his  death  in  1864.     His  faithful  wife  sur* 
vived  him  and  remained   with  her  children  until 
187.*^.     The  large    farm    was   divided    among  tlie 
sons,  oin-  subject  receiving  two  hundred  aci'es,  and 
two  other  sons,  Jas^wr  and  Floyd,   receiving  their 
share.     The  father  was  the  Postmaster  of  Pineknev 
for  sevenil  years  and  was  one  of  the  wealthy  men 
of  the  count}'.     He  was  a  Democrat  in  his  |)olitiea1 
views.     I  le  had  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely: 
.Mary  E.,  Milton,  Charles, George,  Jasi^er  and  Floyd. 
Milton  is  in  California  and  was  for  twenty  years 
the  Ovei-seer  in  the  Navy  Yard   at  San    Francisco. 
and   Jas|)er  is  on  a   farm  in  Clinton  C-ounty,  tliis 
State. 

The  father  of  Eri  Coleman  was  William  and  he 
was  married  to  ]VIary  Reeve.  Both  of  them  were 
natives  of  Oranire  County  and  thev  had  a  family 
of  niiu»  children.  The  father  of  William  was  John, 
who  was  born  in  New  Ix>ndon  County,  Conn.,  and 
he  was  <me  of  the  four  sons  who  were  di^scended 
from  the  first  progenitor,  who  married  the  lieauti- 
ful  daughter  of  the  wealthy  farmer. 

John  Coleman,  the  great-grandfather  of  our.sul>- 
jcct.  reiriovcd  from  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
his  son  William  was  lM)rn,  to  Pennsylvania,  ifonig 
thither  about  the  year  1772,  and  remaining  then^ 
until  the  occurrenie  of  the  Massacre  of  Wyoming, 
when  he  rctinned  to  Orange  County,  N.  Y.  His 
wife,  Snrah.  was  a  daughter  of  »Josiah  Coleman, the 
son  (if  William,  the  originatxn*  of  the  family,  and 
was,  therefore,  a  tii*st  cousin  of  her  huslmnd. 

lie  of  wluun  we  write  was  reared  upim  the  farm 
and  remaincMl  upon  the  old  homestead  after  his 
father  left  the  farm,  and  went  into  merchandising, 
lie  has  about  four  hundred  aci*es  of  land  in  Mari<ui 
Township,  on  which  he  lived  from  1857,  when  lie 
took  ])ossession  of  it,  until  1889.  He  purchastnl 
one  hundred  nnd  twenty  acres  adjoining  the  city 
limits  in  I8HI,  and  there  he  now  lives.  IJesides 
these  properties  in  Marion  Township,  he  has  other 
lands  in  the  State.  He  has  represented  this  county 
twice  in  the  State  Legislature,  once  during  the  5H»s- 
sion  of  \HH,^  and  again  in  1885,  and  for  five   yean« 
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bits  lK*cn  Supervisor  of  the  township.  From  the 
time  he  was  twenty-four  yeare  old  he  tilled  the 
ottlce  of  Justice  of  tlie  I'eace  for  sixteen  years  in 
succession,  and4ie  was  elected  to  his  present  posi- 
tion in    1887. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  to  Miss  Sarah  Rub- 
bins,  of  Marion  Township,  took  place  in  1855. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Coleman  were  Adam  and  Sarah 
(Ilill)  Rubbins,  both  of  whom  were  l)orn  in  Eng- 
land and  came  to  America  in  1836,  settling  in 
Marion  Township,  Livingston  County,  where  they 
spent  their  lives  upon  a  fann.  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Rub- 
bins  had  eight  children — Mary  A.  (who  is  Mrs. 
Thomas),  Clements,  Adam  Jr.,  Sarah  (who  was  Mi's. 
Coleman),  Eliza  (now  Mrs.  Coleman),  Adeline 
(Mrs.  Beach),  Lucy  (Mrs.  A  If  ord  Taylor),  John  and 
Elizabeth  (^Irs.  Reason,  now  deceasc»d).  Mrs.  Sarah 
Coleman  had  a  family  of  three  children:  Nora, 
Frank  and  Wilmer.  Nora  is  now  Mrs.  John  Hen- 
ders<^)n;  Frank  is  married  to  Alice  Feunster  and 
has  three  children.  Bruce,  (ieorge  and  Nora;  and 
Wilmer  is  united  in  marriage  with  Ilattie  Jeffrey 
and  has  three  children,  Louise,  I^ura  and  Charles. 

Mrs.  Sarali  Coleman  died  in  1860  and  Mr.  Cole- 
man married  for  his  second  wife  her  sister  Filiza, 
who  now  has  two  children,  Sarah  and  Susan.  Our 
subject  helped  to  organize  the  First  State  and  Sav- 
ings Bank  of  Howell,  and  is  a  stockholder  therein. 
His  political  views  have  led  him  to  affiliate  with 
the  Democratic  party,  in  which  he  has  great  confi- 
dence and  for  whose  future  j)rosperity  he  works 
and  votes. 
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LMKHON  DANH:I>;  is  a  retired  farmer, 
owning  a  good  tract  of  eighty-eight  and 
seventv-nine  hundredths  acres  of  land  on 
section  22,  Meridian  Township,  Ingham 
County,  Me  was  lK)rn  in  the  town  of  Regia,  Mim- 
roe  County,  N.  Y.,  June  24,  1817.  His  father  was 
Elijah  Daniels,  who  wius  born  in  Massachusetts  in 
1793.  While  in  Massachusetts  he  employed  him- 
self as  a  baker  and  shcK'maker,  but  after  coming  to 


this  county  he  l)ecHme  a  farmer.  He  was  engaged 
in  the  War  of  1812,  serving  from  the  l)eginningto 
the  close.  He  died  in  Niagara  County,  N.  Y.,  Sej)- 
temi)er  18,  1839.  Our  subject's  mother  was,  prior 
to  her  marriage.  Miss  Axa  Wolcott,  a  native  of 
Massachusetts,  but  whose  rearing  was  chiefly  in 
New  York  where  her  father  was  one  of  the  very 
oldest  settlers. 

Our  subject  lived  at  home  until  his  father  died, 
in  183  9  (the  mother  died  in  1829)and  he  helped  clear 
up  the  new  farm  and  support  the  family,  as  he  was 
the  eldest.  When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  worked 
out  by  the  month,  receiving  for  six  months  $7  and 
lati*r^9  per  month  for  his  lalK^r.  He  gave  his  earn- 
ings to  his  parents  with  the  exception  of  fourteen 
shillings.  After  he  had  reached  the  age  of  nineteen 
yeai*s  he  went  to  school  only  one  winter  and  at 
that  time  paid  his  own  tuition  and  worked  for  his 
board.  After  the  age  of  nineteen  he  worked  at 
home  until  twenty-one,  when  he  was  engaged  with 
other  farmers  until  twentv-eight  years  of  age.  He 
had  learned  the  cari)enter*s  and  joiner's  trade  and 
combined  this  profitably  with  his  knowledge  of 
farming. 

When  Mr.  Daniels  was  twentv-eight  vears  old  he 
was  married,  Noveml)er  9,  1845,  to  Miss  Amelia 
Hull,  a  native  of  Rome,  N.  Y.,  and  a  daughter  of 
Edmund  Hull,  a  farmer.  Our  subject's  grandfather, 
Samuel  Daniels,  was  a  farmer  in  Scotland  and  cnme 
to  the  I'll  i  ted  Statc»s  in  an  earlv  da  v.  Thev  located 
in  Niagara  County  in  the  ])lace  that  has  since  Ix^en 
called  the  Daniel's  .settlement.  (Snmieof  the  family 
are  known  by  the  name  of  McDonald).  After 
marriage  our  subject  lived  for  a  while  on  the  old 
place  and  then  sold  his  portion  and  moved  to  an- 
other part  of  the  townshij).  He  again  sold  and  on 
the  1st  of  March,  1853,  landed  in  the  village 
of  J^ansing,  remaining  there  employed  as  a  carpen- 
ter and  joiner  until  the  spring  of  1869,  when  he 
moved  to  the  township  of  I^th,  Clinton  County, 
staving  there  for  seven  vears.  He  then  again  sold 
and  in  a  short  time  moved  on  the  farm  he  now 
owns.  Mi's.  Daniels  was  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  giving  her  aid  and  encour- 
agement to  that  body  until  it  was  disl)an(led  here. 
Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  at 
Okemos.     In  politics  he  is  a  (ireenbacker.     He  lias 
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^^'^SCXn  F.  PKRRV,  Iho  old  st'ltUr  and  load- 
ill  Y  iiijLj  ciliztMi  of  Locke  Towiisliip.  Inirhaiii 
%Jf'  Coiintv,  is  a  native  of  Sainlii>kv  Count v, 
Oliio,  wli(M*e  he  was  born  .July  IK  IS  18.  IK*  is  a 
son  of  fra  1).  an<l  Mrs.  A.  ( Wri«i:lit)  Pt'irv,  the 
former  a  native  of  Nt*w  York  and  the  lalt^T  a 
VerinonUn*.  He  is  from  (Jerman  stock  on  the 
father's  si<le  and  his  father's  stei)-fathcr  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Ucvolutionarv  War. 

Ira  I).  IVrrv.  the  father  af  our  >ul)ject,emi<j:ratcd 
with  his  familv  from  Ohio  to  this  count v  in  th<* 
sprini^  of  ISL").  and  established  a  home  on  lh<* 
farm  where  the  son  now  resides.  A  lot^  cabin  in 
the  woods  was  for  a  number  of  years  the  family 
home,  Imt  the  father  finally  erected  the  comfort- 
able hous«*  which  is  now  seen  ii|M>n  this  farm. 
Numberless  hardships  and  i)rivations  marked  the 
i)ioneer  life  of  the  family,  but  they  struirirled 
throui^h  them  and  liye<1  to  enjoy  prosperous  days. 
The  father  died  in  IHHO.  Me  w;i>  th<'  father  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  the  followinii:  arc  now  liy- 
in<^:  Oscar  F..  Orsamus,  Rinaldo.  Ftta;  Kya,  wife 
of  J.  M.  Chapman;  Klsie.  wife  of  S.  T.  Sewell. 
The  father  wjt^  a  Kcpublican  in  his  political  con- 
victions and  a  man  of  sterlinu  (pialities.  He  held 
seyeral  of  th(»  township  ollices  and  H11<mI  them   all 


fou«rht  in  life  for  every  inehof  jrnmnd  he  lias  made 
and  is  des4»rying  of  the  eonifort^s  which  his  present 
lM)sition  enables  him  to  have. 

Almeron  Daniels  enlisted  in  the  War  of  the  Re- 
Ix^llion  in  February,  ISGL  joininjr  lierdan's  I'nited 
States  Sharpsli<H)t(M's,  lie  wji.**  with  the  Si^^'ond 
Regiment  in  the  luittle  of  the  Wilderness  and  at 
Spottsylyania  and  served  until  the  close  of  war, 
rocH^'iving  an  honorable  discharge  April  21>,  I  Si)."). 
He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  children — 
iVlyron  II.,  who  wjis   lM)rn   January    1,    ISfil    and 

•  •  • 

married  Phebe  llornish.  Inn'oming   by    this   union 
the  father  of  three  children — Charles  A.,  Lottie  and   ■ 
Ira.     Myretta  11.,  born  l)eceml)er  \K  18r);Lwas  mar- 
ried to  Lewis  X.  Kent,  of  Okenios;  they    are  the 
parents  of  two  chihhvn — Fthel  and  Hurr. 


I 


with  credit  toliimstdf  and  pi*ollt  to  his  const  it  uentiL 
O.  F.  Perry  grew    to   manhftod    in  this  countj 
atnid  the  stirring  scenes  of  pioneer   life,  and  luiT- 
ing  rcveived  his  preliminary  education    in  the  dii^ 
trict  schools  of  l/0<*ke  Town.ship,  was  sent  for  one 
year  to  Lansing,  whei*c  he   had  the  advantages  of 
the  High  School.     This  prepared  him  for  the  busi- 
ness of  life  and  gave  him  an  op|>ortunity  of  learn- 
ing the  yalue  of  l>ooks.     In   consequence    he  k^i 
been  a  life-h)ng  reader  and  lias  thus  become  a  mm 
of  intelligence.     The  lady  who   presides  with  SO 
much  gi*ace  and  dignity  over  the  home  of  oursalv 
ject,  and  who  is  an  acknowledged    leader  in  all  so- 
cial   moyements,   lK>re   the  maiden    name    of  Jo- 
sephine Rowley.  She  l)eeamc  Mrs.  l*erry  September 
11,  1S7(),  and  is  a   daughter  of   Ix*vi    Rowlej,  an 
early  settler  of  L<K*ke  Township.     Her  three  chil- 
dren— Cora,  Lizzie  and    Stanley — are  bright  and 
promising,  and  in  their  future  the  |>arent$  clierish 
a  fond  conli<lence.     Two  hundred  and  forty  acrw 
of  exc(»llent  land  are  comprised  in  the  home  farm, 
and  a  view  of  this  place,  with   its  jirincipal  build- 
ings, is  presented  on  another  page. 

Mr.  IVrry  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  Inisiness 
community,  and  has  served  as  Township  St^lKH>l 
lnspect(H-  and  Highway  Commissioner.  An  active 
an<l  public-spirited  man,  he  is  a  ready  pi*onioter 
of  eyery  movement  which  will  enhance  the  pros- 
perity of  the  community.  His  hearty  good  will 
and  neiirhborly  kindness  have  earned  for  him  the 
regard  of  lhos<*  with  whom  he  associates,  and  all 
rejoii'c  in  his  prosperity. 


■j> 


C^. 


C.-D 


>[r^ 


LKXANDKR  DOIUK.  One  of  the  liest 
known  residents  of  Ingham  County  is  he 
whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this 
sketch.  He  has  a  magnificent  farm  com- 
[irisinir  five  hundre<l  acres  lying  in  Alaiedon  and 
Meridian  Townships,  Ingham  County.  He  devotes 
himself  to  general  farming,  his  place  liein^ divided 
into  meadows,  corn  and  wheat  fields  and  pastures 
in  which  graze  bloijded  hoi-sc^  and  the  finest 
cattle.     Mr.   Dobie   was   born   in  Dumfriesshire  in 
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the  Lowlands  of  Scotland  on  the  30th  of  May, 
1817.  His  father,  William  Dobie,  was  born  in  the 
same  place  in  1776  and  died  in  his  sixtieth  year. 
He  was  a  car|)enter  and  joiner  by  trade  but  on 
coming  to  Canada  became  the  proprietor  of  a 
farm. 

When  Alexander  Dobie  was  but  three  yeai^s  old 
his  father  with  his  family  emigrated  to  America 
and  settled  in  New  Brunswick,  Nova  Scotia.  The 
senior  Mr.  Dobie  remained  in  this  country  four- 
teen  years,  working  at  his  trade  and  conducting 
the  work  of  a  small  farm.  As  he  increased  in  size 
and  strength  our  subject  worked  on  the  farm  and 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Nova  Scotia.  He 
S|x?nt  his  spare  time  in  learning  his  father*s  trade. 
He  had  one  sister  whose  name  is  now  Mrs.  Anna 
Mitchell,  who  makes  her  home  in  New  Brunswick. 
Our  subject's  father  made  his  advent  into  Canada 
in  1834  and  settled  first  near  New  London  on  a 
fine  tract  of  land  comprising  four  hundred  acres, 
which  he  purchased  and  operated  until  his  death. 
He  was  very  successful  and  on  his  decease  left  his 
family  in  very  good  circumstances.  The  maiden 
name  of  the  mother  of  the  subjec^t  of  our  sketch 
was  Mary  Coulter.  She  was  a  native  of  Perry s- 
boro,  Scotland,  and  was  there  bom  in  1784,  pass- 
ing away  in  her  eighty-eighth  year  in  her  adopted 
home  in  Canada.  She  was  the  daughter  of  (ieorge 
Coulter,  a  farmer. 

Alexander  Dobie  was  in  Canada  not  quite  two 
years  and  then  came  into  Michigan  and  settled  in 
I^nawee  County.  His  stay  there  lasted  only  two 
yeai*s  when  he  came  into  Alaiedon  Township,  in 
1839.  There  were  at  the  time  only  thirty-six  voters 
in  the  four  townships  that  adjoined  at  the  time 
our  subject  came  here.  The  country  about  him 
was  for  the  most  part  wild  and  unbroken  and  his 
fii-st  purchase  was  of  eighty  acres  of  land  that 
forms  j)art  of  his  present  farm  and  which  he  i)ro- 
cured  for  ^2  per  acre.  He  had  only  money  enough 
to  make  a  payment  of  $10  and  his  pei'sonal  effects 
consisted  of  one  cow  and  two  pigs.  For  tools  he 
possessed  a  saw  and  an  ax.  It  is  needless  to  say 
that  he  suffered  all  the  hardships  incident  to  the 
life  of  a  pioneer,  but  he  beai-s  tc»stimony  to  the  fact 
that  in  spite  of  the  cold  cheer  he  often  exper- 
ienced, he  enjoyed  himself  on  the  whole  and  now 


looks  back  over  the  old  scenes  with  pleasure. 
Game  was  very  plentiful,  as  were  also  Indians  but 
the  latter  were  friendly. 

James  Phillips  was  the  fii-st  white  settler  in 
Alaiedon  Township,  coming  into  it  one  year  prior 
to  Mr.  Dobie *s  settlement.  Our  subject  was  mar- 
rieci  in  Lenawee  County  to  Maria  Willey,  July  8, 
1838.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Eli  Willey.  This 
marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following 
children:  William  M.,  born  October  8,  1838,  is  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  Alaiedon;  Adelaide,  born 
August  2,  1841,  married  Lewis  Bennett  of  Water- 
ville,  Ohio;  Martha  A.,  bora  June  8,  1843,  died  in 
her  twenty-fii^t  year;  I^ura  J.,  who  was  born 
March  4,  1845,  married  Theodore  Burgess,  a  farmer 
in  Delhi  Township;  Margaret  L.,  born  January  1, 
1847,  married  Martin  Jieed  of  I^nawee  County 
and  died  in  her  twenty-fifth  year;  Susan  M.,  who 
was  lK)rn  October  20,  1848,  married  Willis  Shaw 
of  Delhi  Township,  a  farmer.  Mrs.  Maria  Dobie 
died  October  20,  1848, 

Mr.  Dobie  was  again  married  in  April,  1849,  to 
Kliza  McCurdy  of  Meridian  Township,  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  McCurdy.  Three  children  arc  the  frUit 
of  this  union — Frances  C,  who  was  born  May  14, 
1852,  was  married  to  William  McRae  of  Wallac«- 
burg,  Canada;  Alexander  J.,  who  was  born  March 
15,  1855,  is  a  fanner  in  Alaiedon  Township;  Amy 
B.,  was  born  August  12,  1860.  Mrs.  Eliza  Dobie 
died  in  18G2  and  our  subject  was  again  married  to 
Justine  Williams,  a  daughter  of  John  Williams,  of 
this  township.  Mi-s.  Dobie  was,  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage, a  successful  school  teacher  of  five  years' 
experience.  Six  children  were  born  from  this 
marriage.  They  are  Hibbard  J.,  whose  natal  day 
is  June  9,  1865,  and  who  is  liis  father's  assistant  in 
conducting  tiie  farm;  Gertrude,  who  was  born 
July  17,  1868,  and  died  in  early  childhood;  Allie 
who  was  born  Ma}^  30,  1871,  and  died  in  infancy; 
Albertra  D.,  born  June  24,  1874,  who  is  a  highly 
accomplished  young  lady  with  much  musical  talent; 
Flora,  born  Noveml)er  1,  1876,  and  a  student  in 
the  Alason  schools,  and  Ketta  who  was  boni  Dec- 
eml)er  18,  1883. 

Mr.  Dobie  is  not  a  member  of  any  church.  He 
was,  however,  l)rought  up  by  Scotch  Presbyterian 
parents  and  has  lost  none  of  the  qualities,  morally, 
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that  (listiii<(uLsh  that  jscct.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  but  hiu*  never  taken  a  very  act- 
ive interest  in  politics.  It  is  said  that  ^Ir.  Dobie 
hel[)ed  **fi-arae''  the  fii-stliouse  evererecte*!  in  \jii\- 
sing.  He  is  a  self-made  man  in  every  sense  that  term 
implies.  As  tlie  years  have  passed  he  has  accum- 
ulated a  handsome  fortune  in  hisa<^ricultural  work 
here.  Elsewhere  in  this  volume  appears  a  view  of 
his  estate  and  the  principal  building,  which  are  all 
excellent  and  conveniently  arranjred.  A  great 
reader,  he  keeps  well-informed  on  all  the  current 
topics  of  the  day. 


•^rZ^izg 
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UAliLKS  L.  CARL.  The  subject  of  our 
.,  sketch  is  erne  of  the  m(»st  enteri>risin<»:  younu: 

_^/  farmere  in  Ingham  County.  He  owns  an<l 
occupies  a  fine  place,  comprising  two  hundred  and 
seventy  acres  on  section  ;"»,  Meridian  Township. 
His  parents,  Isaac  and  .lane  (Towar)  Carl,  were  na- 
tives of  Maine  and  New  York  respectively.  The 
natal  day  of  the  former  was  August  2,  IHIT).  lie 
died  in  this  township  January  IT),  1H71K  Our  sub- 
jwt's  mother  was  Ihuii  June  2;'),  \H'M).  \\vr  dccen>e 
occurred  Julv  27,  \HH:). 

Isaac  Carl  came  to  Michiirnn  in  1H|  I.mimI  iMMiirlit 
one  hundred  and  twentv  ik  res  of  the  fnnii  now 
owned  ))v  his  son,  this  beini:  a  (h  use  forest  at  tlint 
time,  lie  was  a  self-made  ninn  in  every  respect, 
but  at  the  time  of  liis  death  had  accjuired  a  good 
property.  lie  stood  liigh  in  the  estinintion  of  the 
people  of  Meridian  Township, and  was  at  one  time 
Supervisor,  having  been  elected  to  tlie  ollice  by 
the  Hepu]>Iican  party,  to  wliicli  lie  adliered.  Our 
su))ject  was  ]K)rn  on  the  old  homestead,  in  this 
townshii),  January  2H,  18;V.).  His  youthful  <Iays 
were  divided  between  an  attendance  at  school  and 
work  on  the  farm.  lie  progressed  far  enougli  in 
his  educational  ]>ursuits  to  ol^tain  a  teacher's  c<m- 
tificate,  which  he  <li<l  in  1877.  He  then  tauirht 
nine  terms  of  school  in  his  localitv  and  was  sue- 
cessful,  gaining  a  reputation  for  faithful  and  ef- 
ficient work.  His  growing  farm  interests,  however. 


obliged  him  to  leave  teaching  and  to  devote  hi^ 
time  exclusively  to  the  management  of  his  estate. 
He  inherited  sixtv  aci'es  of  the  old  homestead, 
which  gave  him  a  g(X>d  start  in  life,  but  he  has  had 
the  g(K>d  sense  and  ambition  to  increase  his  pos- 
sessions by  individual  efforts.  When  onl^'  twenty- 
one  yeai-s  old  he  l)ought  the  remaining  sixty  acr» 
of  the  old  homestead,  and  two  y€»rs  later  he 
added  fortv  acres  more  to  the  estate,  and  when 
twenty-nine  yeai-s  of  age  he  purchased  another 
farm  cont:iining  one  hundred  and  ten  acres.  AH 
this  land  is  lying  in  one  tract. 

Our  subject  has  made  most  of  the  improvements 
which  his  farm  boasts.  Financially  he  is  in  a  pros- 
perous condition  that  any  young  farmer  of  his 
age  might  envy.  Mr.  Carl  lost  his  mother  by  a 
dreadful  catastrophe,  she  liaving  been  instantly 
killed  in  a  collision  on  the  Home,  Watertown  4r 
Ogdensburg  Railroad,  July  27,  1883.  Our  subject 
was  married  to  Miss  Corla  Dennis,  March  27, 
IHHl.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  I.<eonard  Dennis, 
of  Wheatfield  Township,  Ingham  Counts*,  he 
being  one  of  the  prominent  farmers  of  that  local- 
ity and  having  l<K*ated  thei-e  from  Wayne  County, 
N.  V.  Three  children  have  blest  the  union  of 
our  subjirt  and  his  wife.  They  are:  Ijconanl, 
who  wiu*  lK)rn  August  22,  1885;  l-^ta,  September 
2H,  1HH7:  and  Uollin,  September  23,  1891.  Mr. 
Carl  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Masonic 
Iodide  at  Okemos.  For  a  time  he  was  Seci'etarv 
of  his  fraternity.  In  iK)lities  he  is  thoroughly  in- 
(h'pendent,  always  voting  for  men  known  to  re|>- 
resent  the  Ix'st  interests  of  the  people.  He  is  in- 
ten\sted  in  the  current  events  of  the  day  and  keeps 
well  posted  as  to  the  world's  history. 


i    '       I    '        I     I     !■ 
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LIVKK  KAHL.  Nothing  is  more  conducive 
to  the  i)rosi)eritv  of  anv  countv  than  the 
settlement  within  its  bordei-s  of  a  commu- 
nity of  practical,  industrious  and  progressive  fann- 
ers. They  reinforce  every  good  movement,  and 
are  the  main  factors  in  the  development  of  the  in- 
ternal resources  of  the  county.  Being  men  of  char- 
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acter  and  probity,  they  establish  a  reputation  for 
square  dealing  and  reliability  which  in  time  forms 
the  foundation  upon  which  a  business  structure 
may  be  raised,  and  without  such  foundation  the 
building  of  business  interests  is  a  vain  task. 

The  name  which  api)ears  at  the  head  of  this  life 
record,  is  that  of  a  well-to-do  and  highly  res])ected 
farmer,  whose  beautiful  estate  of  one  hundred  acres 
lies  on  section  14,  Howell  Township,  Livingston 
County.  This  son  of  Oliver  and  Lydia  (Furger- 
son)  P^arl,  had  his  nativity  November  4,  1828,  in 
Fulton  County,  N.  Y.  The  father,  who  was  a  New 
Yorker,  was  by  trade  a  blacksmith,  and  died  the 
year  following  the  birth  of  this  son,  so  that  he 
never  knew  what  it  was  to  have  a  father.  The 
mother  who  was  also  a  New  Yorker  by  birth,  de- 
cided that  she  could  inore  easily  support  and  bring 
up  her  six  children  in  the  new  West,  and  she  there- 
fore came  to  Michigan  when  Oliver  was  ten  ^'ears 
old,  and  made  her  home  in  Oceola  Township,  Liv- 
ingston County.  Slie  passed  from  earth  in  1871, 
and  only  three  of  her  children  are  now  living, 
namelv:  Robert,  who  makes  his  home  in  Glovei*s- 
ville,  N.  Y.;  Alfred,  of  Greenville,  Mich.;  and  our 
subject. 

The  usual  occupations  and  amusements  of  a 
farmer's  boy,  fell  to  the  lot  of  this  little  fatherless 
lad,  and  he  early  developed  true  manliness  of 
spirit.  Starting  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age 
of  twelve  yeai's,  he  worked  for  different  neighbors 
and  in  different  ways  until  1852,  when  the  West- 
ern fever  had  settled  in  his  veins,  and  he  started 
in  company  with  six  men  from  this  county  and 
crossed  the  plains  to  California  in  search  of  the 
gold  mines.  One  of  the  part}'  sickened  on  the  way 
and  returned  home,  but  the  other  five  reached  their 
goal  in  safety. 

Mr.  Earl  remained  for  twelve  years  in  the  West- 
ern  land,  and  after  mining  for  eighteen  months 
and  farming  for  one  year,  he  purchased  a  team  and 
engaged  in  sprinkling  the  streets  of  Nevada  Cit}-. 
This  business  he  carried  on  for  six  years,  and  then 
did  teaming  for  three  years  longer.  In  the  mean- 
while he  had  taken  to  himself  a  wife  in  the  pers<m 
of  Miss  Elizal)etli  Davis,  daughter  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (CamplK'll)  Davis.  This  couple  resided 
in  Nevada  Citv  until  1863,  and  in  ()ctol>er  of  that 


year  they  started  for  New  York  City.  Mr.  Earl 
was  taken  sick  while  the}'  were  on  the  Sacramento 
River,  and  had  to  suspend  his  jouraeying  until 
February  of  the  next  spring.  He  was  not  alone  in 
this  affliction,  as  his  wife  and  two  children  were 
also  sick,  and  it  cost  them  $500  in  gold  to  get  back 
to  New  York  City,  counting  the  expenses  of  their 
journey  and  their  sickness. 

The  husband  and  father,  left  his  family  in  the 
Eastern  metropolis  and  came  to  this  county,  where 
he  purchased  the  land  upon  which  he  now  lives, 
and  to  it  brought  his  dear  ones  in  July,  1864.  His 
son  William  is  now  married  to  Emma  Brown,  of 
Howell  Township,  a  daughter  of  John  Brown,  a 
resident  here,  and  the  oth^r  son,  John,  is  at  home 
with  his  parents.  Mr.  Earl  has  made  his  influence 
felt  in  this  township  and  count}',  and  is  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  leading  men  in  the  Republican 
ranks. 
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^  EORGE  W.  LANG  FORD,  M.  D.  For  the  past 
twenty-two  years  Dr.  Langford  has  been 
known  as  one  of  the  successful  physicians 
of  Ingham  County  and  he  is  still  prosecuting  his 
practice  at  Williamston  and  vicinity.  His  father, 
Charles  W.  Langford,  a  miller  by  trade,  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Pennsylvania,  but  spent  his  later  yeai-s  in 
Iowa,  with  his  son  Charles,  and  there  died.  While 
living  in  Erie  County,  Pa.,  he  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Temi)erance  Mason,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
(ieorge  W.,  and  Daniel  W.,  but  he  had  several 
children  by  a  previous  marriage.  The  father  of 
Mi*s.  Langford  was  a  Mr.  Palmer  who  was  the 
father  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Dr.  langford  was  born  May  18,  1840,  in  F>ie 
County,  Pa.,  and  being  without  a  father 'scare  since 
four  yeai*s  of  age  he  grew  up  under  his  mother's 
training  and  she  removed  when  he  was  twelve 
years  old  to  I^nawee  County,  Mich.,  and  here  they 
resided  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  The 
young  man  who  had  now  just  reached  his  majority 
enlisted  in  Company  K.,  Fii*st  regiment  Michigan 
Infantry,  and  after  three  months'  service  and  one 
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year  at  home  re-enlisted  in  Company  I.,  Kight- 
eentli  Michigan  Infantry  and  was  in  service  during 
the  remainder  of  the  war.  The  last  nine  months 
he  was  held  as  a  prisoner  in  Castle  Morgan  and 
thi'ee  montlis  of  that  time  he  was  in  the  prison 
hospital  at  Cahaba,  Ala. 

The  academic  education  of  this  gentleman  was 
•  taken  at  Fairfield  Village  in  his  county  aiid  he 
afterward  s|)ent  two  years  in  college  at  Adrian, 
in  which  city  he  studied  medicine  with  I)rs.  Rhynd 
and  Allen  and  graduated  from  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  I'^niversit}'  of  Ann  Arbor  in  the  spring 
of  1869.  liesides  taking  the  regular  course*  he 
also  carried  on  six  extra  "quizes. ''After  gradua- 
tion the  young  medical  man  settled  in  Ik^lle  Oak 
in  May,  1869,  an<l  in  Sei)tcmber  of  the  same  year 
he  was  married  on  the  29th  of  that  montli  to  Ar- 
villa  R.  Sparhawk,  daughter  of  Noah  Sparhawk  a 
Vermonter,  who  removed  to  Ohio  at  an  early  <lay 
and  finally  settled  in  Adrian,  Midi.,  wliere  he  re- 
sided at  the  time  of  his  daugliter*s  marriage.  To 
the  Dcxitor  and  his  wife  have  come  five  briglit  and 
beautiful  children,  namely:  Myrtie  M.,  Theroii  S., 
Mabel  E.,  Maud,  and  (ieorge  W.,  all  of  whom  are 
still  under  the  parental  roof.  Tlieron  and  Myrtie 
are  graduates  of  Williamston  High  School,  Myrtie 
is  instructor  of  the  intennediatc  department  at 
Webl)erville.  Theroii  was  elected  i)resident  of  his 
class  ])efore  graduation  and  was  awarded  the  hii^Ii- 
est  scholarship  of  his  cIu.ns  and  on  exam i nation  at 
the  Slate  Normal  he  wa^  admitted  to  the  Junior 
class. 

In  1H72  Dr.  Langford  removed  to  \Ve]>])erville 
where  he  practiced  his  profession  until  Novein)>er, 
1889,  when  he  came  to  Williamston.  lie  owns 
eighty  acres  of  Innd  in  Ingham  County  and  an 
ecpial  number  of  acres  in  Livingston  County,  and 
has  a  drug  store  and  residence  at  Webberville  be- 
sides a  home  and  real  estate  in  Williamston.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  State  Medical  Association  and 
is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views  but  never 
aspires  to  i)ublic  ollice.  For  eleven  yeai*s  in  suc- 
cession he  was  Postmaster  at  We])berville  and  for  i 
the  same  length  of  time  carried  on  a  drug  store 
there. 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  Langford   are  valued    members  of 
the  Baptist  Church  and   the   D(K*tor  is   a   Master 


Mason  and  a  meml)er  of  tlie  (>nind  Army  of  the 
Republic  holding  official  position  in  tlie  iatter  or- 
ganization. At  \Vebl)erville  he  was  successively 
Surgeon,  Commander  and  Chaplain  of  the  Post, 
and  he  now  holds  the  ])osition  of  Surgeon  in  the 
Post  at  Williamston. 


v.. 
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ENRY  B.  APPLETON.    The  Appleton  fam- 
ily is  i)erhaps  among  the  liest  known  and 
thoroughly  resi>ected  families  of  Ifaiuburg 
Township  and  our  subject  lives  in  the  midst 
of  that  beautiful  lake  region  on  section  2,  not  far 
from  the  lake  which  l>ears  his  name.     His    father, 
Isaac  W.  Appleton,  was  also  a  farmer  and  was  born 
in  New  Jersey  in  1807.     Having  received  an  ordi- 
nary education  and  having  grown  to  manhood,  he 
Ciime  in  18;M)  tc»  Michigan  and  took  from  the  Gov- 
ernment a  farm  (»f  one  hundi*ed  and  tweutv  acres 
in  (ireen  Oak  Township.     This  land   was  entiiely 
covered  with    woods,  and   in   order  to  establish  a 
home  the  young  man  had  to  cut  logs  and  build  a 
log  house,     lie  continued  to  make  improvements 
and  early  set  out  orchards,  as  he  had  come  from  a 
l)art  of  our  country  where   fruit-raising   was  con- 
sidered a  necessary  and  legitimate  part  of  a  farmer's 
work  and  he  found  in  Michigan  a  climate  and  soil 
suitable  for  it^  i)rosecution. 

Isaac  Api)leton  sold  his  proi)erty  in  Green  Oak 
Townshij)  in  184:i  and  coming  to  Hamburg  Town- 
shi})  took  one  hundred  acres,  to  which,  in  a  few 
years,  he  added  forty  acres  more,  all  of  it  im  section 
2.  He  found  this  all  a  dense  forest  and  went  to 
work  to  improve  it,  building  a  house,  barns  and 
other  necessary  adjuncts  to  a  farm,  lie  had  lH*eii 
married  in  1H32,  soon  after  coming  to  Michigan,  to 
Lydia  Brower,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Lvdia 
(Draper)  Hrower,  who  came  from  New  York.  Their 
dauirhter  l^vdia  was  the  fourth  in  their  familv  of 
nine  children,  of  whom  five  are  now  living.  She 
was  l)orn  in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1811.  Isa,nc 
and  Lydia  Appleton  were  earnest  and  consistent 
members  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  in  his  iH)lit- 
ical  views  he  was  a  supporter,  first  of  the  Whig  and 
afterward  of  the  Republican  party. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


741 


To  Isaac  and  Lydia  Apple  ton  were  born  two  sons 
and  three  daii«^liters,  four  of  whom  are  now  living. 
The  only  child  that  has  been  lost  them  by  deatli  was 
a  son  wlio  entered  tlie  army  and  was  killed  at 
Spottsylvania,  May  12,  1864.  Our  subject  was  the 
youngest  of  this  family,  l)eing  born  in  184«5.  One 
of  the  daughter  of  Mrs.  Lydia  Appleton  was  the 
first  white  female  child  bom  in  Green  Oak  Town- 
ship, having  had  her  advent,  November  26,  1833. 
This  daughter  is  now  the  wife  of  M.  H.  Alexander 
of  Webster,  Mich. 

The  subject  of  our  sketch  had  limited  opportun- 
ities for  an   education  and   was  eighteen  years  of 
age  when  he  went  into  the  army.     At  the  close  of 
the  war,  in  1865,  he  undertook  the  management  of 
his    father's  farm   on  shares  and  soon  purchased 
forty  acres   and  afterward  the  remainder  of  the 
farm  and   made  a  home  for  his  parents  from  that 
time  on.     In    1880  he  purchased  seventy  acres  on 
section  2,  thus  completing  a  handsome  estate.     On 
January  1,  1868,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Delia  Babcock,  daughter  of  William  and  Martha 
(Kenney)  l^lxjock.     Mr.  Balx^ock  was  a  native  of 
Canastota,  N.  Y.,  and    by    his   first   wife,  Martha   I 
Hobart,  he  had  six  children  and  by  his  second  wife, 
Martha  Kenney,  he  had  five,  of  whom  Delia  is  the 
third    in    age,  being   bom   in    1851.     To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Appleton    have   Ijeen  born  three  children — 
Carrie,  who  was  a  teacher  for  several  years  and  then 
married   Stephen    Van    Ilorne;    Frankie  who  was 
graduated   at  Brighton  has  taught  one  term,  and 
Samuel  Bert  who  lives  at  home.     The  mother  of 
these  children  is  an  active  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Hamburg  and  the  father  pro- 
minently identified   with  the  Knights  of  the  Mac- 
cabees  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  at 
Howell.     In  January,  1864,  Mr.  Appleton  enlisted 
in  Company  K,  Ninth  Michigan  Infantry  and  was 
sent  to  Chattanooga.     He  was  under  (ien.  Thomas 
during   the  Atlanta   campaign  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  Chattanooga  and  from   there  went  to 
Nashville  to  guard  the  military  prison. 

In  1882  Isaac  and  Lydia  Appleton  had  the  gieat 
and  unusual  felicity  of  celebrating  the  golden  an- 
nivei-sary  of  a  harmonious  wedded  life,  and  the 
following  year  the  aged  wife  was  Ijereaved  of  her 
husband.     She  is  now  a  lady  in  vigorous  health 


and  full  of  activity  and  usefulness.  She  is  notable 
as  a  needle-woman  and  since  1883  has  devoted  her- 
self largely  to  the  use  of  her  needle  and  has  made 
over  one  hundred  quilts.  She  has  one  quilt  which 
contains  twenty-nine  hundred  and  ten  piec*es.  She 
still  has  her  natural  teeth  in  an  excellent  state  of 
preservation  and  never  has  used  glasses,  although 
she  has  now  rounded  out  her  fourscore  yeans. 
Upon  the  farm  is  a  beautiful  willow  tree,  five  feet 
through,  which  Isaac  Appleton  brought  to  his  place 
as  a  fish  stringer  and  after  thus  using  it,  stuck  It 
in  the  ground,  where  it  has  grown  and  flourished 
for  many  yeai^s. 


c; 


\ 


yft)ILLlAM  W.  WOOD  is  a  retired  farmer 
'I  living  on  section  10,  of  Unadilla  Township, 
^^  Livingston  County.  The  name  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch  is  that  of  a  pioneer  whose  asso- 
ciations from  an  early  date  have  been  with  the 
progress  and  advancement  made  by  his  State.  His 
father  was  Abner  B.  Wood,  a  native  of  Massachu- 
setts and  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  although  late  in 
life  he  devoted  himself  to  farming,  He  served  as 
a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  Our  subject's  mother 
was  Lucy  B.  (Warren)  Wood,  a  native  of  Hampton, 
N.  Y.,  where  her  marriage  took  place,  after  which 
they  came  to  Michigan  in  1836,  and  settled  on 
section  10,  Unadilla  Township,  on  the  western  half 
of  the  section,  the  country  l)eing  oak  openings  in 
this  locality. 

At  the  time  of  our  subject's  jmrent's  advent 
into  this  vicinity  there  were  but  thirteen  voters  in 
the  township.  The  father  built  a  log  house  and 
l>egan  the  work  of  clearing  off  his  farm.  There 
were  then  scattered  bands  of  Indians  in  the  State, 
chief  among  whom  was  Old  Toag  and  his  trilx;. 
Mr.  Wood  Sr.  supplemented  the  work  of  his  farm 
bv  what  he  could  earn  at  his  trade  for  several 
yeai*s  after  coming  here.  They  lived  to  a  good 
old  age,  the  mother  passing  away  in  1869,  at  the 
age  of  seventy- three  veal's,  and  the  father  in  1874, 
at  the  age  of  ninety  yeai*s.     They  were  the  parents 
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of  five  boys  and  two  girls.  Tliree  of  the  sons  are 
now  living.  Our  subject's  mother  was  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  while  his  father 
was  of  Quaker  parentage.  He  was  a  Whig  in  early 
days  and  later  a  Republican.  He  wajs  api)ointed 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures  in  his  township 
An  energetic,  ambitious  man,  he  got  his  farm  al- 
most entirely  cleared  oflf  l)efore  his  dexith. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  the  second  child  in  order 
of  age  and  was  born  Jane  17,  1817,  in  what  is  now 
Wyoming  County,  N.  Y.  lie  received  a  ccminum- 
school  education  and  in  his  young  manhood 
learned  the  carriage-maker's  tmde  and  ])ursued 
this  occupation  until  he  cAUie  to  Michigan  in  July, 
1836,  when  he  made  his  home  with  his  father,  help- 
inir  him  on  the  farm  for  three  veai*s,  lie  then  re- 
turned  to  New  York  State  and  for  six  months 
worked  in  a  machine  shop. 

In  1843  Mr.  Wood  was  married  to  Miss  Persis 
M.  Myler,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Hay  (Buckle) 
Myler,  residents  of  New  York,  but  later  settling  in 
Michigan.  Mi*s.  Wood  was  born  in  New  York 
State  in  1827,  and  having  received  a  good  common- 
school  education,  after  coming  here  and  after  her 
marriage,  taught  school  for  a  term.  On  returning 
to  Michigan  they  located  eighty  acre.^  of  land  on 
section  10,  Unadilla  Township.  It  was  partially 
improved  at  the  time  and  our  subject  added  a 
small  frame  house  where  he  lived  for  two  vears 
and  then  got  iK)Ssession  of  the  homestead,  living 
there  until  the  death  of  his  parents  He  still  owns 
this  place,  which  comprises  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres.  He  has  cleared  off  forty  acres  and  built  the 
residence  which  the  family  now  occupy  and  which 
is  ])oth  comfortable  and  commodious.  His  son 
now  carries  on  the  farm,  ^Ir.  Wood  having  retired 
from  active  work.  Mrs.  Wood  died  in  July,  18  49. 
She  was  the  mother  of  two  children,  one  of  whom 
is  now  living,  a  daughter,  Viola  A.,  who  is  the 
wife  (»f  S.  T.  Wasson,  and  a  resident  of  this  town- 
ship, having  one  child.  Our  su]>ject  again  mar- 
ried in  1851,  the  lady  of  his  choice  I)eing  Miss 
Marjjaret  Mvler,  a  sister  of  the  former  wife.  She 
was  born  in  June,  18.'51,  in  New  York.  By  this 
marriage  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents 
of  six  children,  all  now  living.  Thev  are  Lucv 
Jane,  Mary  Elvira,  Persis  M.,  William  R.,  Warren 


and  Henry  M.  The  eldest  daughter  is  the  wife  of 
Freeman  B.  l)ec»ker,  lives  in  I^ke  City  Mich.,  and 
is  the  mother  of  two  children;  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Fred  Daniels,  they  live  at  (iregory  and  have  two 
children;  Persis  M.  is  the  l)etter-lialf.  of  Elmer 
Braley  and  lives  in  this  township.  She  also  has 
one  child;  William  R.  married  Elsie  Fiek  and  lives 
on  the  home  farm.  She  is  the  mother  of  three 
children;  Warren  resides  in  Oregon  and  Henry  M. 
lives  at  home. 

Our  subject  is  a  memlwr  of  the  Masonic  order. 
He  has  given  his  children  good  educational  advan- 
tage.s.  They  have  all  lx>en  teachers  in  this  county. 
Politically,  fii*st  a  Whig,  later  our  subject  l)ecamea 
Republican.  He  has  lx;en  School  Insj^>ector  several 
terms  and  was  elected  Su|>ervi>?or  but  resigned  his 
pasiti<m.  He  was  also  Township  Clerk  for  two 
terms.  For  the  past  U*n  years  Mr.  Wood  has  been 
much  afflicted  with  rheumatism. 


l"H'l 


>l'!"!"l' 


'l"H'l 


E()R(;E  (;.  PERRY.  Prominent  in  agricul- 
tuml,  educational  and  church  circles  is  this 
enterprising  farmer,  in  whose  career  may 
be  found  an  illustratiim  of  the  worth  of  "iK>d 
principles  and  habits  of  industry,  and  he  is  giv- 
ing to  his  children  the  Ix^st  inheritance — the  ex- 
ample of  a  good  father  and  such  educational  ad- 
vantages as  will  tit  them  for  the  higher  spheres  of 
usefulness.  He  is  a  son  of  Adam  and  Isiiln^lle 
((biddings)  Perry,  and  his  grandfather,  Jacob 
Perrv,  who  was  born  in  Warren  Countv,  N.  J., 
was  a  son  of  Reuben  Perrv,  of  Dutch  orimn. 

Jacob  Perry  came  from  New  Jei*sev  to  the  Wol- 
verine State  in  1880.  and  made  his  lumie  in 
Oakland  County.  He  traveled  with  a  four-hoi-si' 
team,  being  four  weeks  on  the  road,  and  purchased 
upon  his  arrival  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
which  he  at  once  reclaimed  from  the  foi*est  and 
placed  under  improvement.  He  was  an  active 
memlKM'  of  the  ^lethodist  Episcopal  Chuix'h  for 
sixty-five  years  and  lived  a  godly  life  up  to  his 
death  at  the  venemble  age  of  ninety-six. 

The  grandmother  of  our  subject  tore  the  maiden 
name  of  Sallic  (iruendike,  and  she   was  born  in 
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New  Jersey  and  lived  to  rear  eight  sons  and  two 
daughters,  and  all  of  these  children  survived  to 
exceed  the  age  of  sixty  yeare  and  to  l)eeome  heads 
of  families.  Our  subject's  father  was  Ixjrn  June 
2,1804,  in  Warren  County,  N.  J.,  and  in  1828 
came  to  Michigan  by  way  of  Erie  Canal  and  I-.ake 
Erie,  and  upon  his  arrival  in  Oakland  Township, 
Oakland  County,  he  entered  eighty  acres  of  land 
on  section  24,  which  he  afterward  increased  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He  lived  in  Fenton 
for  about  twelve  years  and  died  March  6,  1889, 
having  completed  four-score  years  and  six. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Chili,  Conn.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Al- 
man  and  Lola  (Miller)  Giddings,  who  in  the  early 
days  removed  to  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
their  daughter  met  and  married  Mr.  Perry.  Mr. 
Giddings  served  in  the  War  of  Independence  and 
also  in  the  conflict  of  1812,  and  came  to  Michigan 
about  the  year  1828,  and  here  he  made  his  home 
in  Oakland  Township,  Oakland  County,  and  later 
settled  on  Bald  Mountain,  near  Pontiac,  where  he 
entered  land  and  improved  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  fine  land,  which  he  made  his  home  until 
he  was  called  from  earth  at  the  age  of  sixty-one. 
He  was  an  old-fashioned  Whig  in  his  political 
views  and  a  man  of  stanch  loj'alty  to  his  party 
and  his  country.  Four  sons  and  two  daughtei-s 
c*omprised  his  household.  His  daughter,  Isiibelle, 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  four  years  before 
the  decease  of  her  husband.  Her  seven  children 
are:  Sarah,  Lola,  George  G.  (our  subject),  Ix?ster 
N.,  Mary  S.,  Ira  G.  and  James. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  in  Oakland 
Township,  Oakland  County,  this  State,  Octol^er 
24,  1833,  and  there  received  such  educational  ad- 
vantages as  could  be  found  in  tlie  district  schools, 
and  so  well  did  he  improve  the  opportunities  thus 
furnished  that  he  prepared  himself  for  teaching 
and  pursued  that  work  for  thirteen  yeare  in  Oak- 
land and  Livingston  Counties.  He  wjus  elected 
Township  wSchool  Inspector  when  only  twenty 
years  old,  and  he  well  performed  the  duties  of  that 
office.  While  teaching  he  devoted  himself  to  farm- 
ing during  the  summers,  working  by  the  month 
and  on  shares. 

In  1858  the  young  man   had  accumulated  some 


means  l)v  industry  and  frugality,  and  he  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land  where  he  now  resides,  on  sec- 
tion 23,  Tyrone  Township.  This  land  he  has  cleard 
of  the  forest  trees  and  placed  in  a  g(H)d  state  of 
cultivation,  and  from  it  he  hjis  won  rich  crops. 
Since  that  fii*st  purchase  he  has  added  some  sixty 
acres,  and  upon  it  all  he  h:is  carried  on  a  success- 
ful farming  business.  He  also  raises  hoi-ses  and 
hogs,  and  has  a  good  reputation  in  this  part  of 
agricultural  work.  He  served  for  six  or  seven 
years  as  Township  Inspector,  and  one  term  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace.  His  political  views  are  in  accord 
with  the  platform  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
during  the  war  he  was  known  as  a  war  Democrat. 
He  enlisted  in  the  army,  but  was  never  mustered 
in  on  account  of  his  having  lost  the  second  finger 
on  his  right  hand.  He  is  an  earnest  advocate  of 
all  movements  which  tend  to  temi)erance  and  mo- 
rality, and  for  ten  years  past  has  stanchly  stood  by 
the  cause  of  prohibition. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Perry  and  Miss  Mary  Petty 
took  place  Octol)er  23,  1856.  This  lady  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Esther  (Steele)  Petty,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  who  came  to  Oakland  County  in 
1849,  tmveli ng  by  team  and  wagon,  and  passing 
four  weeks  upon  the  road.  She  was  lx)rn  in  Mt 
Bethel,  Huntington  County,  Pa.,  Octol)er  13,  1833, 
and  her  i)arents  l)oth  passed  from  earth  in  Fenton 
Township,  in  1888,  within  eight  weeks  of  each 
other.  They  brought  to  maturity  two  sons  and 
four  daughters,  whom  they  trained  in  the  Chris- 
tian faith,  lH>th  being  Baptists  in  their  religious 
views  and  connection.  Joseph  Petty  was  the  son 
of  John  and  Mary  (Sherman)  Petty,  whose  father, 
Jonathan  Petty,  of  New  Jei*sey,  was  of  German 
origin.  Mi-s.  Perry's  father  was  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat in  his  political  views. 

The  home  of  our  subject  was  well  filled  with 
children,  as  he  and  his  good  wife  had  a  full  dozen, 
and  nine  of  them  are  still  living,  namely:  Nelson 
A.,  Emma  Eliza,  Ellie,  Carrie,  Alice,  Nettie,  James 
J.,  Frank  W.  and  Josephine  >I. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the 
Congregational  Church,  in  whose  service  lie  has 
l)een  a  Deacon  for  some  ten  years,  and  he  has  also 
sui)erintended  its  Sunday-sclrool  for  the  same 
lenirth  of  time.     Their   children    have  been  care- 
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fully  trained  in  tlic  failli  and  <^racv}*  c»f  tlie  Chris- 
tian religion,  and  U)  thoin  have  lK»en  ^ranttMl  by 
their  parents  excellent  oi)|H)rtiinities  for  education. 
His  oldest  son  was  i^raduated  with  hi*rhest  honoi*s 
in  the  classical  department  of  the  Hitrh  School  al 
Fenton,  and  the  others  are  all  enjoyin<i^  the  best 
advantages.  Eliza  is  nf)w  the  wife  of  A.  F.  SUjuc, 
and  Piffle  is  Mrs.  Adam  Miller,  while  Carrie  has 
Ixjcome  the  wife  of  Allen  Dunton.  In  social  and 
domestic  life  Mr.  Perry  is  considerate  and  courte- 
ous, in  business  dealing  honorable  and  straijifht- 
forward,  and  his  reputatioii  in  every  respect  is 
most  excellent. 


*^ 


^ 


KORGK  ABlJOrr.  There  is  n<>thin<?  which 
more  effectually  and  thoroujifhly  builds  up  a 
community  than  the  residence  in  its  midst 
of  families  of  broad  culture,  thoroui»^h  t'ducation 
and  true  refinement.  The  inrtucnce  of  eclucatiou 
is  not  limited  to  those  who  intentionally  put 
themselves  in  the  way  <»f  accjuiriuir  it,  but  it  per- 
meates the  atmosi)here  and  its  ))lcssinii:s  are  uncon- 
sc^iously  al)sorbed  by  all  who  come  in  contact  with 
those  whose  aims  are  high  and  who  have  a  l(»ve  for 
the  better  things  of  life.  Such  an  influcncr  is  ex- 
erted in  this  c<»mmunitv  bv  thefaniilv  represrnttMl 
in  this  skt'tch. 

^Ir.  A])bott's  beautiful  farm  of  two  hundred  acres 
situatt'd  on  section  2.'),  Handy  Township,  Livingston 
County,  is  one  of  the  tinest  pieces  of  land  in  the 
county,  and  is  in  splendid  condition.  Not  only  the 
land  but  all  its  ai)purtenances  are  lirst-class,  and  the 
orchard,  the  farmhouse  and  the  barn  are  nnxlels  of 
perfection.  We  are  pleased  to  present  a  view  of  this 
fine  place  on  another  page.  The  fine  st«K'k  which  is 
raised  bvMr.  Abbott  is  worthy  of  the  pride  which  he 

ft  *  ' 

feels  in  itand  alladmire  his  Clydesdale  and  Perehe- 
ron  horses.  Shorthorn  and  Dnihani  cattle  and  line 
wool  sheep. 

In  I'nadilla  Townshii).  Livingston  County, 
Mich.,  Mr.  Abbott  was  born  in  18  Hi.  His  parents. 
Syrenius  and  Susan  (Chi[)inan)  Ab]»ott,  were 
natives  of  (ienesee County,  N.  V.,  who  came  to  the 


Wolverine  State  with  their  parents  and  were  here 
united  in  marria^^e.  The  ])aternal  grandparents <rf 
our  subject  were  Abraham  and  Julia  (Brown) 
Abbott,  who  came  to  Michi^n  among^  the  pioneen 
and  settled  in  Cnadilla  Township,  tjliis  county, 
whei-e  they  s|)ent  the  remainder  of  their  dajs.  Hie 
maternal  grandparents  were  Fiteh  and  Mary  (Spat- 
ford)  Chipman,  who  came  to  this  State,  and  nude 
their  home  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  Una- 
dillaT(»wnship.  They  had  a  large  and  inlerefiting 
family. 

ft 

Syrenius  and  Susan  Abbott  had  a  family  of  six 
children,  only  two  of  whom  are  now  in  this  life, 
namely:  our  subject  and  his  sister  Sarah,  Itfrs. 
MaiK's.  Syrenius  Abl)ott  passed  from  earth  Aug- 
ust If),  lH8i),  sincerely  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of 
friends.  The  early  education  of  George  Abbott 
was  taken  in  the  district  schools  of  Cnadilla  Town- 
ship and  he  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
he  reached  his  majority,  and  then  started  out  to 
make  his  own.  way  in  the  world.  One  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  finely  improved  laud  was  his 
first  purchase,  and  this  was  in  Unadilla  Township. 
lie  lived  on  that  farm  until  1885,  when  he  removed 
to  his  present  home.  For  two  years  he  served  the 
township  of  I'nadilla  jis  Ticasurcr  while  he  made 
his  honu'  there. 

In  1870  Mr.  Abbott  wooed  and  won  as  his  wife, 
.Mis>  .losephine,  dau<i:hter  of  Ashel  and  Prudenoe 
(Dyer)  Dutton.  Mr.  I)utt<m  was  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  his  wife  was  of  New  Jersey  birth,  but 
both  had  removed  with  their  parents  to  this  State 
before  reaehinir  maturity,  and  their  mai'riage  took 
l)lace  in  Inadilla  Township.  Their  six  children 
are — Mary  J..  Mrs.  A.  Jackson;  Josephine,  3Irs, 
Abbott;  Frank;  Alin.i,  Mrs.  Frank  Springstead; 
Prudence  A.;  and  Charleys.  Their  mother  i>assed  awav 
in  188(;,  but  the  father  still  lives  on  the  old  liorae- 
stea<l,  and  is  well  known  throughout  the  eouutvas 
a  proirressive  farmer  aiui  a  stanch  liepublican. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abbott  has  been  lK)rn  one  son, 
William  K.,  who  is  still  1)eneath  the  parental  roof 
and  in  whose  future  career  they  take  the  dee|)est 
interest.  They  are  giving  him  a  thorough  and 
liberal  education  and  wisely  preparing  him  for  the 
responsibilities  of  life.  He  has  had  the  l>enefit  of 
the  best  of  home  training  and  influences,  as  this  is 
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one  of  the  best  families  in  the  county.  Mrs.  Abbott 
is  possessed  of  a  broad  and  comprehensive  educa- 
tion, and  lias  musical  talent  which  has  been  highly 
cultivated,  l>oth  in  the  vocal  and  instrumental 
lines.  She  is  universally  esteemed  and  admired  for 
both  ability  and  culture. 


^  ^  AVID  O.  SMITH.  A  beautiful  and  taste- 
Jj;  ful  home  placed  in  attractive  surround- 
(j^^^  ings  and  furnished  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  a  cultured  mind  is  an  educative 
power  in  any  community.  The  "  new  education  ** 
of  which  so  much  is  said  nowadays,  teaches  that 
we  learn  through  the  eye,  and  that  a  lesson  which 
is  agreeably  taught  has  double  force.  For  that 
reason  we  hold  to  the  truth  with  which  we  opened 
this  paragraph.  Much  more  does  such  a  home 
educate  when  this  home  affords  within  its  walls  an 
exhibit  which  has  been  collected  by  one  who  en- 
joys the  deep  secrets  of  nature,  and  loves  to  hunt 
out  her  strange  ways  and  works.  Such  a  collec- 
tion of  rocks  and  fossils  and  other  interesting 
curiosities  as  has  been  collected  by  Mr.  Smith  leads 
the  minds  of  the  young  and  old  alike  above  the 
sordid  common  places- of  our  daily  life. 

Mr.  Smith,  who  operates  a  farm  in  Marion  Town- 
ship, Livingston  County,  and  who  is  also  the  man- 
ager of  a  sawmill  and  thresher,  was  born  in  Erie 
County,  Pa.,  Mai-ch  10,  1834.  His  father,  NeL 
son  A.  Smith,  who  also  followed  agriculture, 
was  born  in  New  York  in  1812  or  1813.  Having  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education,  he  started  out 
when  about  twenty  years  old  to  work  for  others 
by  the  month,  and  soon  built  u[)  a  good  standing 
among  men  as  a  responsible  young  man  in  whom 
reliance  could  be  placed. 

Nelson  Smith  was  married  about  the  year  1832 
to  Angeline  Beach,  the  first-lx>m  child  of  Lyman 
Beach,  a  New  Yorker.  This  daughter  was  bom  in 
1814  or  1815.  Nelson  Smith  came  to  Michigan  first 
in  1835  and  after  locating  two  hundred  acres  on 
sections  8  and  17  in  Marion  Township,  returned  to 


I  Pennsylvania  for  one  year,  and  then  removed 
with  his  family  to  the  West,  traveling  by  means 

,   of  wagon  and  ox-teatn. 

:  One  daughter  and  three  sons  crown  the  union  of 
Nelson  and  Angeline  Smith,  and  they  gave  to  their 
first-bom  the  name  of  David.  The  mother,  who 
died  in  1888,  was  a  Universalist  in  her  religious 
belief.  The  father  was  a  prominent  man  in  his 
township,  active  in  his  relations  to  the  Democratic 
party  in  which  he  was  a  decided  favorite,  as  is 
shown  by  his  having  been  an  Incumbent  of  the 
office  of  Supervisor  for  eight  years. 

Our  subject  received  only  a  limited  education, 
as  the  necessities  of  the  farm  did  not  permit  of  his 
attending  school  for  as  long  a  term  of  years  as  his 
parents  desired.  He  remained  with  them  until  he 
was  twenty-seven  years  old,  faithfully  assisting 
them  in  their  efforts  to  put  their  farm  in  first-class 
condition,  and  to  make  it^  highly  productive.  In 
1861  he  came  on  to  the  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  which  he  and  his  father  had  purchased 
together,  and  upon  which  about  forty  acres  was 
cleared  when  he  moved  upon  it.  In  1865  he  had 
been  so  prosperous  as  to  add  to  his  estate  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  on  section  4,  and  twenty 
acres  in  Howell  Township. 

It  was  in  1862  that  this  3'oung  man  was  joined 
in  marriage  with  the  young  lady  of  his  choice. 
She  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  E.  Bailey,  and 
is  the  oldest  child  of  Charles  and  Mary  E.  (Cole- 
man) Bailey,  who  had  come  from  Orange  County, 
N.  Y.,  where  this  daughter  was  born  June  26, 
1843.  She  came  to  Michigan  with  her  [mrents 
when  she  was  four  years  old.  Four  children  have 
blessed  her  union  with  Mr.  Smith,  namel}'^:  Nina, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven  years;  Bailey  B., 
Edward  L.  and  Elvia.  The  two  sons  have  been 
for  some  time  in  the  far  Northwest,  Bailey  having 
gone  there  about  four  years  ago,  and  both  making 
their  homes  in  Thurston  County,  Wash.  Elvia  is 
the  wife  of  William  Carlan,  who  lives  in  Wyom- 
ing, about  sixty  miles  west  of  Laramie,  she  is  the 
mother  of  two  daughters — Sarah  H.  and  Helen  B. 
Our  subject  was  reared  upon  a  farm  over  which 
the  Indians  were  wont  to  travel  when  going  to 
Detroit  for  Government  pay  and  supplies,  and 
many  incidents  of  his  childhood  are  connected 
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with  the  red  man  and  his  i)ap(X)8es.  This  gentle- 
man is  very  fond  of  hunting,  and  has  made  several 
trips  for  this  purpose  to  the  Northern  Peninsula, 
and  two  trips  to  the  Roi'ky  Mountains,  l)eing  accom- 
panied hy  his  wife  to  that  region  in  1888.  llisfii'st 
trip,  which  he  tooii  in  1886,  was  in  company  with  a 
IMr.  Charles  (i.  Jewett,  and  thev  left  Howell.  ()c- 
tober  18,  1886,  traveling  to  Omaha  from  Chicago 
by  the  Chicago  cV  Northwestern,  then  tooii  the 
I'nion  Pacific  I^ilroad  to  Aurora,Wyo.,  where  I  hey 
were  joined  by  Mr.  Carlan,Mr.  Smith's  son-in-law, 
and  they  with  others  made  up  a  party  which  went 
about  one  hundred  miles  north  and  west.  Here 
they  were  joined  by  Mr.  Reed  and  a  man  to  look 
after  the  camp,  and  they  went  about  fifty  miles  up 
the  IMatte  river,  near  where  the  Sweet  Water  emp- 
ties. They  were  gone  four  days  and  shot  seventeen 
deer  and  many  anteloi)es.  While  ui>on  this  excur- 
si(m  they  were  caught  in  a  blizzard  and  for  thirty- 
six  hours  their  hoi*ses  were  not  unsjiddled,  and 
thev  all  came  near  losing  their  lives  bv  cold  and 
starvation. 

In  1888  Mr.  and  Mr.  Smith  left  home  in  Sep- 
U»ml)er  and  sf)ught  the  same  UK*ality,  and  were  in 
Wvoming  for  three  months.  lie  h:is  manv  fine 
trophies  of  his  skill  as  a  hunter,  including  deer 
heads  and  the  skins  of  animals.  He  takes  si)eeial  | 
pride  in  showing  the  skin  of  a  grizzly  lK\*ir  which  ! 
\w  shot  on  the  Philte  River,  below  the  Sweet 
Water.  Thev  have  nianv  very  nice  s])eciniens  of  ; 
rocks  and  fossils  whicli  thev  u^athered  in  the  W<»>t.  i 
Their  beautiful  home,  whicli  was  erected  at  a  cost 
of  ij^^.OOO,  is  conceded  to  ])e  the  handsomest  house  | 
in  Marion,  and  the  gracious  hosi)itality  which  is 
the  animating  spirit  of  this  homo  adds  a  charm 
which  no  material  externals  can  ever  i^ive. 


■^-"-^=^f>-M-<'B 


(S>s^      ^ 


.QV^ 


AMKL  HOONK  SMITH.  Although  not 
(;  one  of  the  first  pioneers  to  break  road  and 
ground  in  Leroy  Township,  spying  the 
country  out  as  did  his  illustrious  prede- 
cessor of  Kentucky  fame,  our  su])ject  was  one  of 
the  few  who  made  the  country  accessible  to  those 


who  ctame  after.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York  State 
and  was  born  November  23,  1835.  He  is  a  son  of 
Triah  and  I>avantia  Smith,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  New  York  City.  On  tl>e  |)atemal  side 
he  is  of  English  ancestry.  His  great-gmnd father 
Smith  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 

Our  subject  is  the  oldest  son  in  a  family  of  nine 
children  born  to  his  parents.  Two  of  these  only 
are  now  surviving — Daniel,  of  whom  we  write,  and 
RolK»rt.  He  was  but  nine  months  old  when  with 
his  parents  he  made  the  diftieult  journey  from  New 
York  State  to  the  wilderness  of  Michigan.  The}' 
cnme  at  onc*e  to  Ingham  County  and  the  family 
hx'ated  in  White  Oak  Township,  Ijeing  among  the 
earhest  settlei*s  in  that  locality.  Here  our  subject 
vfRs  reared  to  manhood  amid  scenes  of  the  most 
primitive  pioneer  life.  The  work  of  his  early  youth 
was  that  required  of  most  pioneer  toys.  Tliey  did 
not  enjoy  many  educational  advantages  but  were 
the  founders  of  the  present  state  of  society  in 
which   the  youths  have  but  to  feel  an  inclination 

« 

to  learn  to  receive  the  most  advanced  methods  of 
education.  Their  fii'st  home  was  a  log  cabin  and 
it  was  a  great  event  when  any  of  the  neighl>oi-s 
drove  the  ox-team  through  the  woods  to  si>end  a 
friendly  hour. 

On  attaining  manhood  our  subject,  like  most 
young  i)ioneers,  felt  that  it  would  be  a  great  ad- 
vantaire  to  him  to  have  a  home  of  his  own,  for 
marriage  then  was  conducted  as  much  as  now  upon 
economic  principles.  A  pair  of  hands  in  the  house 
and  a  ])right  smile  and  encouraging  word  were 
worth  a  great  deal  to  the  sturdy  young  farmer  who 
had  so  much  work  looming  up  before  him  on  the 
outside.  Mr.  Smith  was  married  July  4,  1861,  his 
bride  being  Miss  Sarah  A.  Riggs,  a  daughter  of 
Amos  Riggs,  and  an  early  settler  in  Ingham  County. 
The  young  couple  lx»gan  life  together  with  a  strong 
det<»rmi nation  to  make  the  best  of  their  iK>sition 
and  as  is  always  the  ciise  under  such  circumstances, 
they  succeeded  beyond  their  most  sanguine  hopes. 
By  this  union  thei*e  were  two  children,  both,  how- 
ever,  passed  away. 

Mr.  Smith  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and 
thirty  acres  of  land  which  is  under  a  high  stiite  of 
cultivation.  This  is  unincumbered  and  well  im- 
proved, bearing  a  good  class  of  buildings.     The 
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present  c<)infortal)le  estate  on  wliich  he  live^  is 
owned  entirely  by  our  siibjeet  and  is  the  result  of 
his  untiring  effort^.  Socially  Mr.  Smith  is  pro- 
gressive and  fa  vol's  every  metisure  that  tends  lo 
the  tinaneial  or  s(x*ial  betR»rnient  of  the  comnuinitv. 

• 

Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Smith  died  June  21),  188(5,  and  our 
subject  thereon  was  a  second  time  united  in  mar- 
riage, his  l)ride  being  Miss  Dora  Miendorf.  Their 
nuptials  were  celebrat<?d  April  I  J,  1887.  Our  sub- 
ject has  witnessed  the  growth  of  the  country  from 
the  entrance  of  the  fii-st  pioneers  to  the  present 
time,  when  it  erpials  if  it  does  not  transcend  in 
richness  of  product  all  the  other  States.  At  the 
time  of  his  coming  here  there  were  many  Indians 
and  wild  animals  were  constantly  prowling  through 
the  woods,  their  incui*sions  being  occasions  of  great 
anxiety  to  the  settlers,  not  that  their  lives  were  so 
greatly  endangered,  but  the  farmyard  stock  invari- 
ably suffered  from  the  foxes  or  beai*s  (m  the  least 
oversight.  Mr.  Smith  is  ranked  among  the  most 
important  business  agriculturist*;  of  Leroy  Town- 
ship and  commands  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
in  the  community. 


(.■») 


HANK  R.  CRANDAL.  In  this  year  of  un- 
paralleled  croi)s  farnuMs  are  all  to  Ije  con- 
gratulated upon  their  calling.  Nature  has 
yielded  most  bountifully  of  the  best  of  her  pro- 
ducts and  the  year  18iM  will  long  remain  memor- 
able as  one  of  the  most  prolific  ones  in  the  history 
of  the  country.  Our  su))ject  is  one  of  the  fortu- 
nate ones  who  participates  in  the  blessings  that 
have  l)een  showered  upon  his  calling  this  season. 
lie  owns  a  fine  farm  located  on  section  21,  Howell 
Township,  Livingston  County. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  first  saw  the  light  of 
day  November  15,  1862.  He  is  a  son  of  David  F. 
and  Caroline  (Simmons)  Crandal,  who  were  na- 
tives of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.      The  father  came 

« 

West  in  1856  and  settled  at  Salem.  Washtenaw 
County,  this  State.  Later  he  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing at  Northfield,  and  then  came  to  this  place  in 
1865.      Mr.    Crandal,    Sr.,  first   purchased    thirty 


acres  and  lived  u\xm  his  little  farm  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1872.  Our  subject's 
mother  resides  with  her  daughter  in   Howell. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  one  of  a  family  of  four 
children.  They  are  Annetta,  now  Mrs.  F.  Allen? 
Carrie,  Mrs.  Amos  Winegar;  Frank  R.,  our  subject 
and  Fred  F.  The  last  named  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  R(xse  Dieterle.  Our  subject  married 
Miss  Lib])y  Richmond  in  December,  1888.  Two 
children  were  the  fruit  of  this  union — Blanche 
and  Tracy.  Mi*s.  Frank  R.  Crandal  died  in  1889. 
Ry  a  second  marriage  our  subject  was  united  to 
Ella  A.  Yerkes,  April  15,  1890.  They  are  the  pa- 
rents of  one  child,  a  daughter,  whose  name  is 
Carrie. 

Mr.  Crandal,  the  father  of  him  of  whom  we 
write  was,  in  his  political  preference,  a  Republican, 
adv(K*ating  the  i)rinciples  of  that  party  on  every 
occasion.  Socially  he  was  a  Mason,  and  was  par- 
ticularly well  known  throughout  the  country  as 
an  exceptionally  fine  hoi*seman.  He  was  engaged 
much  of  his  time  in  buying  and  selling  hoi*ses*, 
dealing  largely  in  those  of  the  finest  breed.  Our 
subject  lijus  always  been  engaged  in  farming.  As 
a  lad  he  wa^  educated  in  the  district  schools, 
during  vacations  and  out  of  school  performing  the 
duties  that  are  a  part  of  the  life  of  an  agricultur- 
ist. After  his  father's  death,  our  subject  bought 
out  the  interest  of  the  other  heii*s,  and  has  since 
added    thirty-live    acres     to  the    homestead.     He 

ft 

has  some  very  fine  st(K*k,  keeping  graded  Pcr- 
cheron  horses,  as  well  Jis  cattle,  sheep,  etc\,  of  fine 
breeds. 

Mr.  Crandal  was  intrusted  with  township  hon- 
ors when  very  young.  In  1886,  when  but  twenty- 
two  years  of  age  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  also  held  the  office  of  Township  Trea.s- 
urer.  He  is  a  popular  man  with  the  Republican 
party  of  his  district,  and  were  it  his  aml)ition  to 
haye  much  higher  oilice,  doubtless  it  would  be 
given  him.  S(X'ially  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees.  Our  su])ject  has  advanced  ideas  in 
rcirard  to  farming,  and  he  makes  the  land  yield  to 
the  fullest  extent,  feeding  it  liberally  in  order  that 
it  mny  feed  him.  He  hiis  a  fine  orchard  and  is  also 
eni»a<red  in  irrowing  small  fruits.  He  with  his 
w4fe  is   a   member   of    the    Methodist    F^piscopal 
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Church  of  the  town  of  Howell.  He  is  one  of  tlic 
Stewards  of  this  lx>dy.  He  has  for  the  past  six 
years  been  School  Director,  and  while  so  en^ged 
has  done  efficient  work  for  the  district.  Mr.  Cran- 
dal  is  one  of  the  prominent  young  men  of  the 
township  of  Howell,  and  his  fnends  have  every 
reason  to  expect  of  him  a  pros|)erous,  pi*ogressive 
future. 


■V^^Jl 


..£^:^Afe(g,^^, 


>o 


^ 


^EORGP:  L.  CLARK.  What  are  now  uni- 
vei*8ally  cimceded  to  l)e  the  Ixjst  families 
Jlj  of  America  arc  thase  who,  through  genera- 
tions have  evinced  those  sterling  qualities  of 
manly  worth  and  womanly  virtues  which  have 
hel|)ed  to  elevate  the  geneml  community,  and 
have  built  up  that  confidence  which  should  ever 
exist  between  man  and  man,  and  which  must 
prevail  if  true  prosperity  is  to  be  atUiined.  Such 
a  family  is  that  which  is  represented  by  our  sulj- 
ject. 

The  gentleman  we  have  just  mentioned  belongs 
to  the  firm  of  J.  M.  Clark  tVr  Co.,  manufacturei-s  of 
hand  and  push  cars,  railroad  velocipedes,  ware- 
house trucks,  baggage  l)arr<)ws  and  track  tools, 
and  their  establislimcnt  is  .situated  in  the  village 
of  Howell,  Livingston  ('(ninty.  (leorge  L.  Clark 
is  a  native  of  Rovalton,  Niagara  County,  N.  Y., 
where  he  first  siiw  the  light  on  Septeml>er  15, 
1838.  His  honored  parents,  Robert  \V,  and  Hul- 
dah  (Bullock)  Clark,  were  natives  of  Massachusetts 
and  New  York  respectively.  The  father,  was  by 
trade  a  boot  and  shoe  maker,  but  followed  farming 
throughout  a  considerable  portion  of  his  life  at 
Royalton,  N.  Y.,  where  he  died  in  1839.  His 
widow  long  survived  liiui  and  complet<?d  her 
ninety-third  year  iK'fore  her  spirit  took  fiight  to  a 
better  world  on  the  18tli  of  February,  1890. 

Of  the  six  children  of  Rol)ert  and  Huldah  Clark, 
four  are  now  living — a  son,  Judson,  lives  in  Carth- 
age, III.;  Mi-s.  J.  C.  Tucker  makes  her  home  in  Clari- 
don,  N.  Y.;  our  subject  is  to  be  found  at  Howell, 
as  is  also  his  brother,  John  M.,  who  is  a  member  of 


the  firm  of  J.  M.  Clark  <k  Co.  Robert  W.  Clark 
was  a  son  of  Adam  and  Polly  Clark,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Massachusetts.  They  have  a  large 
family,  whom  they  brought  up  on  the  farm,  which 
was  situated  near  Pelham,  Mass.  Adam  Clark  was 
for  thirty  years  a  member  of  the  General  Court  of 
Massachusetts,  and,  as  this  will  signify,  was  a  ver}- 
prominent  man  in  the  State.  He  had  deep  relig- 
ious convictions  and  was  decided  in  his  support  of 
all  religious  institutions,  being  an  Elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

George  L.  Clark  had  his  early  training  in  the 
home  schools,  and  then  attended  the  Brock|X)rt 
Collegiate  Institute,  continuing  there  for  four 
ttM*ms.  He  then  engaged  in  teaching  during  the 
wintei-s,  exercising  his  i)ower8  in  this  direction  in 
the  counties  of  Livingston  and  Macomb,  in  this 
State,  as  well  as  in  New  Y'ork.  It  was  in  the  fall 
of  1855  that  became  West,  and  settled  in  Howell 
.the  following  spring.  During  one  season  he  ac- 
companied a  surveying  party  which  went  on  a 
Government  survey  to  Duluth,  where  they  made 
their  headquartei-s  and  worked  along  I^ke  Supe- 
rior. 

Sul)se(iuent  to  this  excursion  this  gentleman  en- 
gaged in  the  business  which  now  emplo3'8  his  powers 
and  time,  building  it  up  in  connection  with  Mr. 
(ieorge  Taylor,  with  whom  he  remained  in  imrtner- 
ship  for  six  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he 
bought  out  Mr.  Taylor's  interest.  At  various 
times  he  has  had  other  partners,  and  his  brother 
first  took  an  interest  in  the  fiim  in  1872.  The 
works  cover  two  lots  and  they  employ  from  fifteen 
to  thirty  men.  They  have  built  up  such  a  demand 
for  their  goods  that  these  are  shipped  all  over  the 
United  States. 

No  event  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Clark  has  been  more 
productive  of  true  hai)piness  and  geninne  pnjt- 
perity  than  his  marriage,  which  took  plac*  Decem- 
ber 29,  18()l.  He  was  then  imited  for  life  with 
with  Miss  Sarah  L.  Axtel,  daughter  of  J.  R,  Axtel, 
of  Howell.  Their  four  children  are:  Mary,  who  is 
now  31  rs.  E.  W.  Card,  of  Medina,  N.  Y'.,  and  has 
one  child,  Margery;  Elizabeth  L,  and  the  twins, 
Ro])crt  W.  and  Winn  if  red  R.,  are  unmarried.  The 
son,  Robert  AV.,  is  c»onnected  with  the  Traders*  Na- 
tional lijink,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y'.,  where  he  has  been 
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for  about  a  year,  and  all  the  children  are  abun- 
dantly rewarding  their  parents  for  the  care  and 
training  which  they  bestowed  upon  them  in  their 
childhood. 

The  political  preferences  of  Mr.  Clark  bring  him 
into  sympathy  with  the  piinciples  and  movements 
of  the  Republican  part}^  and  he  was  for  some  time 
one  of  the  village  Trustees.  Like  his  parents,  he 
is  an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  in  every  walk  of  life  he  is  esteemed  as  one  of 
the  reliable  and  prominent  men  of  Livingston 
County.  His  pleasant  home  is  on  Mill  Street  and 
his  shop  faces  on  Grand  River  Street.  The  Clark 
family  settled  in  Massachusetts  at  an  early  day, 
having  come  from  England,  and  they  were  all 
through  their  history  in  that  State  among  the 
prominent  leaders  in  all  public  movements. 


I'll       9 


•«#«■ 


i.HK|<Hi| 


HARLES  G.  COOL.  Were  there  to  Ik?  a 
reunion  of  pioneei'S  of  Livingston  County, 
Unadilla  Townsliip  could  furnish,  we  doubt 
not,  a  larger  proportion  than  almost  any  other, 
and  many  would  he  the  experiences  and  adven- 
tures related  by  the  old-timers  that  would  be  of 
thrilling  interest  to  the  young  people  of  to-day 
and  also  to  the  older  people  as  reminiscences  of 
similar  experiences.  He  of  whom  we  write,  a 
farmer,  whose  place  is  located  on  section  6,  Una- 
dilla Township,  Livingston  County,  is  one  of  the 
old-timers,  having  come  here  at  an  early  date. 

Our  subject's  father  was  John  Cool,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania;  his  mother  was  Martha  (Sutton) 
Cool,  born  in  New  Jersey,  and  they  were  farmere, 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  the  spring  of  1836,  set- 
tling on  the  place  that  our  subject  now  occupies, 
the  original  purchase  being  four  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  land,  lie  secured  it  from  the  Gov- 
ernment and  it  had  never  been  previously  cut  by 
the  plow  and  was  as  wild  jis  nature  allows. 

The  father  built  a  log  house  and  they  began  the 
process  of  making  a  home.  There  were  no  roads 
at  that  fime,  not  even  an  opening,  excepting  an 
Indian  trial,  which  was  called  the  Hroad  Trail  an<i 


went  from  Chicago  to  Detroit.  One  had  to  be  on 
one's  guard  against  the  incursions  of  the  Indians, 
not  that  they  were'so  hostile  but  that  they  were  such 
inveterate  thieves  and  beggars.  They  had  also  to 
be  watchful  against  the  encroachments  of  the  wild 
animals  and  on  going  out  into  the  fields  the  gun 
was  kept  near  at  hand,  for  it  was  not  infrequent 
to  meet  a  bear  or  wolves.  Tliere  were  very  few 
neighbors  in  the  locality  and  very  little  money 
current.  From  his  original  purchase  the  senior 
Mr.  Cool  sold  off  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
Ikjfore  his  death  he  built  a  good  frame  house  and 
and  also  bams.  He  cleared  off  sixty  acres,  which 
he  cultivated  thoroughly.  The  mother  died  about 
twenty  years  ago  and  the  father  twelve  years  ago. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  six  children,  three  of 
whom,  only,  are  now  living.  They  are,  he  of 
whom  we  write;  Harriet,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Gaylord, 
and  Emeline.  Our  subject's  mother  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  Church.  Politically  his 
father  was  a  Democrat  and  for  years  before  his 
death  was  a  Supervisor  and  also  Highway  Com- 
missioner. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  first  oi)cned  his  eyes 
on  the  light  of  day  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
February  17,  1822.  He  was  fifteen  years  old  when 
he  came  to  Michigan,  having  received  a  common- 
school  education  in  liis  native  State.  It  was  the 
fashion  at  that  time  for  boys  to  do  men's  work  and 
our  subject  soon  was  competent  to  carry  on  the 
work  of  the  farm.  He  remained  at  home  until 
twenty -five  years  of  age. 

At  the  age  above  named  Mr.  Cool  took  to  wife 
Miss  Mary  Van  Sickle,  a  daughter  of  Samuel  S. 
Van  Sickle,  an  old  pioneer  who  came  to  Michigan 
in  1835,  and  the  following  year  settled  on  section 
9,  this  township.  Mrs.  Cool  was  born  Deceml)er 
16,  1827,  in  New  Jersey.  When  married  the  young 
couple  settled  on  the  place  where  they  at  present 
reside  and  here  they  have  always  lived.  The}'  are 
the  parents  of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are 
now  living.  Serepta  Ann  is  now  Mrs.  Taft;  Mary 
Jane  is  Mi-s.  L.  Jacobs;  Margaret  E.  is  Mrs.  Lang- 
titt,  and  Ettie  E.  is  Mi*s.  Mapes. 

On  first  settling  here  the  gentleman  of  whom 
we  write  had  an  undivided  half  of  eighty  acres, 
twenty-eight  ac*res  of  which  was  improved.     He 
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is  now  tlie  owner  of  two  liinidred  and  eleven 
aeres,  of  whieli  one  hundred  and  twelve  acres  are 
under  the  plow,  lie  ha.s  always  superintiMided 
the  farm.  Mr.  Cool  is  a  nienil>or  of  the  Mascmie 
order  at  Stoekl)ridge  and  was  Master  of  the  same 
for  six  yeai-s.  Like  every  loval  Amerienn  he  has 
taken  an  interest  in  politics,  easting  his  vole  and 
inrtuenee  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  has  Ikhmi 
Township  Treasurer  for  some  time. 


♦•^^^lll^'S 


'f^ 


f4=^  IRAM  K  THOMPSON.  He  whose  name 
\  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch  is  a  farmer  re- 
^^^  siding  on  sectiim  2;'),  Hartland  Townshiji, 
Livin<wton  Countv.  He  was  Iwrn  in  Cato 
rownship,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  SeptemlHM*  2, 
1837,  his  parents  being  Hiram  and  Aurelia  (.lohn- 
son)  Thomi)Son.  The  former  was  born  in  Dutchess 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  17IM»,  and  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive place  until  about  twenty  years  of  age, 
at  which  time  he  removed  to  Mentz,  Cavu^a 
County.  He  was  by  occupation  a  farmer,  and  had 
a  reasonable  degree  of  success  attendant  upon  his 
agricultural  j)ursuits.  Our  subject's  mother  was  a 
native  of  Connecticut,  being  born  there  in  171H). 
She  married  her  husl>and  in  Cavuira  County, 
N.  Y.,  after  whieh  thev  located  on  a  farm  in  the 
same  countv,  and  there  remain(»d  jis  lon<^  as  thev 
hved.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of  sixty->eveu 
years.  Tlie  mother  was  sevcntv-one  vears  old 
wlien  her  decease  took  place. 

Our  sn])ject  is  one  of  six  chihiren  born  to  his 
parent*^.  There  were  four  daughters  and  two  sons, 
and  all  grew  to  maturity,  the  decease  of  none  tak- 
ing place  under  sixty  years  of  age.  Our  subject 
is  the  vounirest  cliild  of  the  familv,  and  was  reared 
in  his  native  place.  He  n^ceived  liis  education 
at  Auburn,  N.  Y.  lie  started  out  for  himself  at 
at  tlie  aire  of  eiuhteen  years.  Olu'vinir  Oreelev's 
injunction  to  '*<»<►  \Vest.  vounir  man."  he  went 
into  Wisconsin  and  was  there  enii:n<ied  for  al>out 
two  year>;  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned 
to  New  York,  and  remained  there  until  IHOH, 
at  which  time  he  came  to  this  township  and  county. 


He  hx'atcd  where  he  now  resides  in  1882.  Bv  bis 
(ii-st  marriage  he  Iwcame  the  husband  of  Helen 
Ross.  She  W!us  a  native  of  New  York  State. 
Their  marriage  t<K)k  place  December  2/>,  1851*. 
This  unicm  was  blessed  by  the  advent  of  four 
children — two  daughter  and  two  sons — whose 
names  are  Jis  follows:  Carrie,  William,  Belle  and 
Ross.  The  first  two  are  deceased.  IJelle  still 
resides  at  home  with  her  parents,  while  Ross  makes 
his  home  with  his  uncle,  Henry  Holdridge.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  Michigan  in  1871, 
and  was  interi-ed  at  the  cemetery  at  Highland,  Oak- 
land County. 

Mr.  Thompson  was  a  second  time  married  June 
l^  1875,  his  bride  l)eing  Alice  J.  Shaw,  a  native  of 
New  York,  born  in  Chautauqua  County,  March  2r>, 
1811).  She  was  reared  in  the  same  place  with  our 
subject  and  was  an  old  acquaintance.  He  of  whom 
it  is  our  pleasure  and  privilege  to  chronicle  the 
leading  factvS  in  outline  of  his  career,  is  the  owner 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  fine  land 
which  is  all  under  cultivation.  He  engages  in 
general  farming,  and  each  department  is  as  perfect 
as  assiduous  attention  and  unfaltering  care  will 
make  it.  His  i)lace  is  well  improved,  and  l^ears 
evidence  of  an  intelligent  ovei*sight  on  the  part  of 
its  owner. 

The  oriirinal  of  our  sketch  ca,st  his  lirst  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  an<l  luis  ever  since  voted  the 
>ti!iight  Hepublican  ticket.  He  has  l.)een  elected 
to  a  numl)er  of  local  oHices,  having  been  Suikm- 
visor  of  the  townshii>in  1878  at  wdiich  time  he  was 
elected,  and  has  continued  to  hold  the  ottice  for 
eleven  years.  Although  he  was  ottered  renomina- 
tion  at  the  end  of  that  term  he  refused  to  accept 
the  position  feeling  that  he  had  done  his  duty  in 
civic  affairs,  and  that  after  so  long  a  servic*e  he 
was  entitled  to  rest.  Socially  Mr.  Thompson  is  a 
Mason,  belonging  to  the  Montezuma  Lodge  of 
New  York  State,  No.  176.  He  is  also  a  Master 
Mason.  All  the  members  of  our  subject's  family, 
excepting  himself  and  another, who  is  a  meml>erof 
the  Methodist  Church,  l)elong  to  the  Episcopal 
Church.  He  is  liberal  in  his  religious  views,  will- 
in<i  to  leave  the  belief  of  others  alone  if  they  will 
allow  him  the  same  privilege.  • 

Mrs.    Thompson's    i)arents    were    Joseph  C.  and 
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Juliette  (Ilowe)  Shaw.  They  were  natives  of 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y.,  but  both  died  in  Vir- 
ginia. Mrs.  Thompson  is  the  fifth  child  in  order 
of  birth",  and  the  second  daughter,  there  l)eing 
nine  children  in  the  family.  She  became  the  wife 
of  our  subject  at  Stony  Creek,  Va.  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son suffered  the  loss  of  two  brothel's,  who  were 
killed  in  the  late  War  of  the  Rebellion.  They 
were  by  name  Squire  and  Wesley.  One  was  killed 
at  Cold  Harbor,  the  other  at  Petersburg.  Our  sub 
ject  is  now  the  township  receiver  for  the  Mutual 
Insurance  Company,  of  Livingston  County.  He 
is  a  man  who  enjoys  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
all  who  know  him,  it  being  a  rule  with  him  never 
to  assume  responsibilities  to  the  detriment  of  his 
own  immediate  interests,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
discharge  conscientiously  and  perfectly  the  duties 
of  any  enterprise  when  in  the  line  of  public  work 
prior  vate  interest,  that  his  judgment  dictates  that 
he  can  rightly  take  upon  himself. 


r 


^^Bm-^^ME 


J ^  AMES  B.  FROST.  A  native  of  England, 
the  advent  of  our  subject  into  the  world, 
which  took  place  Deceml)er  13,  1830,  was 
made  more  of  an  official  event  than  had  it 
occurred  in  America.  It  was  recorded  in  the 
parish  register  and  the  little  stranger  was  a  subject 
for  a  godfather  and  a  godmother  who  pledged  to 
him  a  kind  and  protective  oversight.  His  parents 
were  Richard  B.  Frost  and  his  mother  was  Susan 
(Scott)  Frost,  a  daughter  of  Edward  Scott,  a  native 
of  England.  The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  sub- 
ject were  large  fruitgrowers  and  dealers.  He  of 
whom  we  write  was  one  of  six  children,  there  be- 
ing five  sons  and  one  daughter.  Three  of  the 
sons,  namely:  William  S.,  Charles  C.  and  James  B., 
came  to  America. 

In  1849  our  subject  started  out  for  the  land  that 
promised  speedy  wealth  and  honors.  He  was  only 
nineteen  years  of  age  when  he  settled  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y.  on  a  farm.  On  his  advent  into  the 
State  he  made  his  living  by  working  by  the  day 
or  month  in  the  country,  sometimes  on  a  farm  and 


sometimes  in  the  timber.  Dasirous  of  seeing  still 
another  phase  of  American  life,  in  1854  he  came 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Livingston  County, 
where  he  worked  by  the  month  on  a  farm,  saving 
all  that  he  could  until  in  185;")  he  was  enabled  to 
purchase  a  tract  of  landjni  section  16,  Wlieatfield 
Township,  Ingham  County.  Some  years  later  he  was 
married  to  Lydia  Austin,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  B. 
Austin,  a  native  of  Maine,  who  was  an  early  settler 
in  Livingston  County,  and  finally  came  to  Ingham 
County  in  1852  where  he  s^ient  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  The  mother  was  born  in  New  York,  her 
maiden  name  being  Preston. 

To  him  of  whom  we  write  and  his  amiable  and 
estimable  wife  came  nine  children.  Thev  are 
Lucella  L.,  James  E.,  William  R.,  Celia  A.,  Walt<^r 
B.,  Charles  IL, Minnie,  Arthur  and  Elmer.  All  are 
living  at  the  present  time.  The  eldest  daughter 
now  resides  in  Gratiot  County  and  is  the  wife  of 
Mr.  John  S.  Doyle.  The  next  two,  sons,  are  mar- 
ried and  reside  in  Wlieatfield  Township.  Mr. 
Frost  settled  on  fortv  acres  of  land  in  the  fii-st 
place  which  he  took  up  from  the  Government.  In 
the  usual  thrifty  English  way  he  has  added  to  his 
original  purchase  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
acres  and  has  chopped  and  cleared  the  place  until 
it  is  an  ideal  agricultural  spot.  Besides  the  farm 
that  he  at  present  owns  he  has  also  given  a  large 
amount  of  land  to  his  children.  He  has  erected 
good  buildings  upon  his  place  and  the  grove  of 
black  walnut  trees  that  he  has  planted  and  tended 
with  such  cjire  gives  the  place  its  name.  The  farm 
is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county. 

Our  subject  has  endured  hardshijw  and  the 
privations  of  pioneer  life,  always  having  been  a 
hardworking  man  and  richly  deserving  of  the 
success  that  he  has  made  of  his  agricultural  ven- 
ture. The  fii*st  team  of  oxen  that  were  used  in 
the  township  our  subject  raised.  He  is  certainly 
one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  the  township.  A 
breeder  of  Shorthorn  cattle  and  Shropshire  sheep, 
Mr.  Frost  is  one  of  the  leading  sUx^k-raisers  in  this 
vicinity.  Deeply  appreciative  of  the  advantages 
that  education  gives  a  man,  our  subject  is  not  spar- 
ing of  money  or  labor  in  order  to  give  his  children 
every  chance  possible  to  make  themselves  thor- 
oughly capable  and  cultured  men  and  women.     A 
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Democrat  in  his  political  following  to  which  he 
has  adhered  from  the  first,  our  subject  has  never 
been  an  aspirant  for  political  office  or  honors,  pre- 
ferring to  live  the  life  of  an  independent  farmer. 


ANFORD  PARKER.  A  large  and  honorable 
number  of  the  men  of  Oceola  Township, 
Livingston  County,  have  a  record  of  ser- 
vices to  the  country  during  the  days  of  the  Civil 
War,  of  which  their  county  feels  proud,  and  whicli 
it  is  not  unlikely  will  be  held  as  the  choicest  heri- 
tage of  their  descendants.  To  have  helped  to 
carry  the  old  fiag  through  those  dark  days  is  an 
honor  and  will  ever  be  a  joy  to  those  who  were  so 
happy  to  be  able  to  respond  to  the  call  of  our  war 
President  He  of  whom  we  now  write  is  one  of 
these  men. 

llie  original  of  this  sketch  resides  on  section  4, 
Oceola  Township,  and  is  a  native  of  Genesee 
County,  N.  Y.,  having  been  bom  twenty-eight 
miles  from  Bufifalo,  May  30,  1825.  His  father,  Asa 
Parker,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  came  to  Gene 
see  County  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  and  theie  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  was  soon  united  with 
Jennie  Little,  of  Genesee  County,  who  died  in 
that  county  in  1827.  Two  years  after  her  death 
the  family  came  West  and  made  a  new  home  in 
Southfield  Township,  Oakland  County,  being  able 
to  di8iK>se  of  his  New  York  property  for  land  in 
that  place. 

A  few  yeai*8  later  Mr.  Parker  removed  to  Walled 
Lake,  South  Lyons  Township,  where  he  remained 
for  four  or  five  years  and  improved  a  farm.  lie 
then  came  in  1835  to  Oceola  Townsliip  and  took 
up  eighty  acres  of  land  from  the  (lOveniment.  His 
first  home  here  was  one  whicli  he  pnt  up  hastily 
and  it  was  a  log  shanty  witli  shake  covering  and  a 
floor  of  split  bass-wood.  lie  afterward  erected  a 
log  house,  cutting  and  hewing  the  logs  himself. 
He  spent  his  last  days  with  his  son  our  subject, 
and  died  April  10,  1867  when  eiglity-three  yeai*s 
old.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views. 
His  good  wife  died  at  the  age  of  about  fort^'  two 


years,  before  his  removal  West.     Of  their   seven 
only  two  are  now  living. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  child  of  his  parents 
and  was  four  years  old  when  became  to  Michigan. 
His  first  school  days  were  passed  in  Oakland  Town- 
ship,  where  he  attended  the  log  schoolhouse    in 
Southfield  Township  and  finished  his  education  in 
Oseola  Township.     He  started  out  for  himself  at 
age  of  eleven  years  working  on  a  farm  for  $5  per 
month  until  he  reached  the  age  of  nineteen   3'ears 
during    which   time  he  bought  the    farm    upon 
which  he  now  resides. 

Tlie  marriage  of  our  subject  was  SJeptember  1 6, 
1846,  and  his  bride  was  Mary  Ann,  the  second 
child  in  a  family  of  eleven  children  of  D.  O.  and 
Rachel  (I^gg)  Taft  Tliis  lady  was  bom  in 
Worcester  County,  Mass.,  April  19,  1829.  There 
she  was  reared  and  trained  until  about  fourteen 
years  old  when  she  came  to  Michigan  with  her 
parents.  When  Mr.  Parker  located  where  he  now 
lives  he  had  twenty  acres  of  improved  ground  and 
a  log  house.  He  also  had  a  yoke  of  cattle  to  work 
with  and  a  cow  which  had  been  given  to  Mrs.  Par- 
ker by  her  father.  Two  lovely  daughters  and  four 
manly  sons  were  granted  to  them. 

The  children  of  our  subject  are  E.  Augusta,  who 
is  the  wife  of  David  Van  Syckle,  a  farmer  in  l^na- 
dilla  Township;  Orlando  J.,  who  married  Florence 
Trumane  and  is  in  the  drug  business  in  Howell; 
Frank  I).,  who  is  united  in  marriage  with  Sadie 
Smith,  and  is  in  the  dry-goods  business  in  Fowler- 
ville;  Charley,  deceased;  EflSe  J.,the  widow  of  E.  (t. 
Enibler,  who  was  a  lawyer  in  Howell  and  Emmet 
I).,  who  resides  at  home  with  his  father.  The 
grandchildren  of  our  subject  are  four  children  of 
the  Van  Syckle  household  and  two  children  of 
(h'lando^s. 

Mr.  Parker  has  two  hundred  acres  of  well  im- 
proved laud,  eighty  of  which  are  on  section  4,  and 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section  9.  The 
latter  tract  includes  the  eighty  acres  entered  from 
the  (Government  by  his  father.  He  split  every 
rail  wliicli  has  been  used  upon  the  farm  and  has 
made  all  the  improvements  and  set  out  every  tree. 
The  commodious  and  attractive  house  was  put  up 
in  1869  at  an  expense  of  $3,000  and  his  barn  cost 
$700.     He  is  doing  a  general  farming  business  and 
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devotes  eonsidcrable  attention  to  stock.  He  has 
two  liundred  head  of  sheep  and  other  stoek  in 
proportion.  He  is  a  Kepuhlioan  in  his  political 
views  and  was  County  Treasurer  of  Livingston 
County  in  1884  and  wa<s  Township  Treasurer  for 
one  term,  l)esides  being  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Review  and  School  Director  for  raanv  vears. 

Mr.  Parker  enlisted  February  26,  1861,  in  Com- 
pany  B,  F^ighth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  was  taken 
sick  while  still  at  Flint,  Mich.,  with  a  severe  attack 
of  inflammation  of  the  lungs.  As  soon  as  he  could 
travel  he  was  allowed  to  come  home  and  upon  his 
recovery  to  health  joined  the  regiment  at  Warren- 
ton  Station,  Va.,  and  was  present  during  the  con- 
flicts of  the  Wilderness.  He  wa*s  in  the  battles  of 
Spotsylvania,  Harrison  Landing,  and  Cold  Har- 
bor, also  with  the  forces  that  made  their  raid  on 
Petersburg,  A'a.  He  was  again  taken  sick  and  was 
sent  home  on  a  furlough  and  received  his  honora- 
ble discharge  at  Detroit,  May  19,  I860. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parker  are  verv  useful  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to  which  they  belong 
and  for  which  he  gave  land  when  they  were  en- 
deavering  to  erect  a  house  of  worship.  In  nil 
church  matters  he  takes  an  active  part  and  was 
Steward  for  a  number  of  yeai-s  and  is  still  one  of 
the  Trustees.  He  also  gave  land  for  the  school- 
house  which  stiinds  on  the  south  part  of  section  4. 
These  instances  of  his  lil)eralitv  are  onlv  charac- 
teristic  of  the  man  who  is  ever  ready  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  in  every  enterprise  whicli  will  pro- 
mote the  good  of  the  community.  This  trait  with 
his  many  other  valuable  and  excellent  elements  of 
charact<»r  make  him  univei*sallv  esteemed  and  re- 
spected  by  his  neighbors. 


HOMAS  McKFRXAN,  one  of  the  oldest  | 
settlers  of  tliis  countv.  wlio  lias  lived  here  , 
'  since  1836.  wjls  born  in  Orange  County,  X. 
Y.,  October  3(K  I8:U.  His  parents  were  .John  and 
Margaret  (Mossy)  McKernan;  the  father,  who  was  a 
farnier  in  Orange  Countv,  moved  to  Xorth field. 
Washtenaw  Countv,  Mich.,  in  I8:^'i.     Three  v<'nrs 


later  he  removed  to  White  Oak  Township,  this 
county,  when  this  section  of  Michigan  was  entirely 
a  wilderness.  He  took  from  the  Government  five 
lots  of  new  land  and  cleared  off  a  good  farm. 

Fpon  that  pioneer  farm  our  subject  grew  ta 
manhood.  The  common  schools  of  that  day  were 
somewhat  limited  in  their  curriculum  but  the 
teachei*s  wei-e  conscientious  and  devoted;  the  pupils 
felt  the  need  of  gaining  knowledge  and  the  drill 
was  thoi-ough  and  constant.  ^Ir.  McKernan  ob- 
tained therein  a  good,  practical  education,  and 
after  leaving  school  devoted  himself  to  farming 
for  some  time. 

The  family  of  John  and  Margaret  McKernan 
consisted  of  sixteen  children,  eiglit  sons  and  eight 
daughtei-s.  Two  sons  died  in  the  army;  Philip, 
who  was  the  Captain  of  Company  B,  Twenty- 
seventh  Michigan  Infantry,  and  William,  who  be- 
longed t4)  Company  II,  Third  Michigan  Regiment. 
Our  subject  enlisted  August  13,  1862,  after  his  two 
brothei-s  had  l)een  killed,  and  became  a  member  of 
the  Twenty-sixth  ^lichigan  Infantry,  Company  H, 
and  was  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  doing  most 
of  his  fighting  in  the  Second  Army  Corps.  He 
passed  through  the  different  battles  in  which  his 
legiment  was  engaged  until  he  was  discharged  at 
Washington  March  27,  1865,  upon  the  ground  of 
physical  disability.  He  had  been  promoted  from 
the  ranks  of  a  private  to  the  position  of  a  Corporal 
and  afterward  to  that  of  Sergeant. 

Fpon  his  return  home  Mr.  McKernan  again  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  and  remained  on 
the  farm  till  the  fall  of  1882,  when  he  wjis  elected 
to  the  ollice  of  Sheriff  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
being  the  fii-st  successful  candidate  on  that  ticket 
for  twenty  years.  He  took  the  oath  of  oflfiee  uix>n 
Xew  Year's  Day  1883,  and  served  for  four  yeai's, 
after  which  he  retired  from  active  work  and  has 
since  lived  in  Lansing  at  Xo.  6()o  Xorth  Walnut 
Street.  Tf)  him  and  his  faithful  helpmate,  who 
was  formerly  Miss  Mary  Welch,  of  Washtenaw 
County,  four  children  have  l)een  born,  three  of 
whom,  two  sons  and  one  daughter,  died  In  infancy. 
The  surviving  child,  F^ugene,  is  now  in  business  in 
Omaha,  Xeb.,  and  travels  for  a  Xew  York  firm. 
WliiU'  living  in  White  Oak  Township,  Mr.  Mc- 
Kernan was  Treasurer  of  the  township  and  Com- 
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inis!si<)!u*r.     S<)C'ijillv  Ik*  is  ideiilifuMl   witli  the   In- 

« 

(leiwndent   Order  of    Odd    Follows  and  is  iii<i:lily 
esteemed  wherever  known. 

Mr.  MeKernan  lia^^;  lon<;  maintained  the  reputa- 
tion of  a  skilled  hunter.  Probahlv  no  man  in  this 
county  has  shot  more  deer  or  other  wild  <i^ame  than 
he,  and  lie  can  say  what  perhaps  no  other  man  can 
truthfully  assert,  that  he  killed  one  deer  with  his 
father's  rifle  In'fore  he  had  reached  the  i\<iq  of  nine 
years.  At  that  time  Indians  were  plentiful  and 
were  his  only  playmates,  often  accompanyin<i:  him 
on  liuntin^  exi>editions.  He  recalls  vividly  that 
the  last  three  wild  turkeys  he  hrouirht  down  were 
shot  with  a  rifle  while  the  birds  were  on  the  winy. 
In  connecti(m  with  this  sketch  the  reader  will  find 
a  lithographic  portrait  of  Mr.  McKernan. 


^l^^  KNRY  BURKIIAKT,  dccensed.  Amonir  the 
honored  and  respected  citizens  of  Livin<;- 
ston  County,  who  came  here  at  an  early 
day  and  <j)roved  themselves  ellicient  in  pro 
moting  the  growth  of  the  colony  and  develo[)ing 
its  resources  along  the  lines  of  agriculture  as  well 
as  in  moral,  n*ligious  and  intellectual  paths,  none 
is  worthy  of  more  esteem  than  he  whose  name  we 
place  at  the  head  of  this  paragraph. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  I'J.  1820,  near  Mt. 
Morris.  N.  V.,  and  was  a  s(>n  of  Samuel  and  Sally 
(Johnson)  Hurkhart,  natives  of  New  York.  'I'he 
father  chose  farming  as  his  lifi'  w(uk  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  IHK;,  settling  in  (olMx-tah  'I'ownship, 
Livingston  County,  where  lie  enteied  and  improved 
a  farm.  To  him  and  his  good  wife  were  granted 
ten  children,  of  whom  eight  lived  to  become  the 
heads  of  families.  nanieU  :  Henry,  Iriah,  Mary  A.. 
FLmily,  Manpiiss.  Sarah.  Ilanietand  Hannah.  Sam- 
uel Burkhart  died  suddenly  in  January.  iJSdI.as 
he  drop[)ed  dead  withonl  a  moment's  warning,  ilis 
wife  survived  him  some  livi'  or  six  vear>. 

He  of  whom  we  writi*  grew  up  upon  a  farm  and 
received  but  scanty  schoolinu,  as  the  educitional 
advantaiires  of  that  early  day  were  yerv  limited. 
The  early  settlers  of  Michiiran  were  a  class  of  intel- 


ligent and  educated  men  and  women,  and  they  de- 
sired for  their  children  the  l)est  opportunities  and 
secured  them  as  early  as  possible,  but  during  tlie 
first  few  decades  it  was  impossible  for  them  U)  pro- 
vide as  they  would  liave  wished  in  this  direction. 

The  young  man  l>ec»ame  a  wagon-maker  by  trade, 
a  calling  which  was  very  valuable  in  those  da>'S,  as 
wagons  were  not  plentiful  among  the  settlers  and 
there  was  a  great  demand  for  them.  Upon  the  19th 
of  March.  1841,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Lydia  Ilagedorn,  who  was  bom  in  the  town- 
ship of  Pen  field,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  January 
2-5,  1S21.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  and 
llachel  (Hall)  Ilagedorn,  who  carried  on  a  farm  in 
New  York.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Burkhart  had 
three  sons  and  five  daughtei*s,  namely:  Jonathan, 
David,  John.  Almira,  l^na,  Lavina,  Margaret,  and 
Lydia.  Three  of  these  children  died  in  ehiidhoo<i 
and  one  of  the  sons  pavssed  awa^'  when  a  young 
man.  Their  mother  who  was  a  devout  member  of 
the  Mi'thodist  Kpiscopal  Church,  died  in  1832,  and 
Mr.  Ilagedorn  manied  Margaret  Randolph  for  his 
second  wife  and  she  In^came  the  mother  of  two 
children,  .losiah  and  Mother.  lie  was  a  Whig  in  his 
political  views  and  he  died  in  Wel)ster  Township, 
Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1868. 

After  the  marriai^e  of  our  subject  he  and  his 
bride  made  their  fii*st  home  at  Little  Sandusky. 
Ohio,  but  in  the  fall  of  1845  they  came  to  Michi- 
iran  and  settled  in  Hvron,  Shiawassee  County.  But 
here  Mr.  Ihirkhart  was  constantly  af!iicU>d  with 
aiiue.  and  after  remaining  here  for  a  year  thev  de- 
cided  to  leave  the  West  and  return  to  their  l^^Jist- 
ern  home.  It  was  not  until  November,  18r)4,  that 
the  family  decided  to  try  the  effect  of  the  Western 
climate,  and  upon  their  return  to  Michiiran  they 
settled  in  Cohoctah  for  a  few  years  and  later  went 
to  Klint.  this  State,  where  they  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  laiid  and  made  that  their  home  for  some 
time. 

In  the  fall  of  180;")  Mr.  Burkhart  returned  to 
(  <»hoctah  Township  and  purchased  one  hundred 
and  ten  acres  on  section  33,  which  was  mostly  in 
a  clearcil  and  improved  condition.  Here  he  made 
his  home  until  he  was  called  hence  by  death,  July 
17,  IHHH.  The  children  of  Henry  and  Lvdia 
Ihirkhart  are:  William  II.  ;Homer,  who  died  at  the 
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ii^e  of  fifteen;  Alice,  the  wife  of  Ik^thuel  Rjithhurn; 
Frank  A.;  Klla  (deceased),  wlio  wjls  the  wife  of 
F'rank  Dorranee;  Emma,  the  wife  of  Robert  Brave- 
ner;  and  Jessie.  Ever  since  tlieir  marriaife  our 
subject  and  his  wife  liave  l)een  active  and  interested 
in  tiie  work  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  the  loss  of  this  esteemed  and  lieloved  brother 
wjis  deeply  felt  by  all  the  niemln^rsof  that  body. 


[(_^  IRAM  J.  DANA.  There  is  probably  no 
)j  one  in  Leroy  Township,  In^fhan  County, 
who  is  l)etter  known  and  more  highly 
))  resi)ected  among  the  old  pioneers  than  he 
whose  name  we  now  give.  lie  was  l>orn  Octol)er 
22,  1«3(),  in  (ienesee  County,  N.  V.,  and  in  1H37 
he  came  with  his  parents,  Oren  and  Adeline  ((iood- 
well)  Dana,  from  New  York  to  Michigan,  making 
the  last  stage  of  their  journey  with  ox-ti»am  to 
Detroit,  thus  Incoming  one  of  the  first  s'Htlei's  in 
Leroy  Township.  Their  first  home  was  in  a  log 
shanty  about  18x20  feet,  and  it  was  of 
rough  constructi(m  with  split  plank  for  a  fi(K)r. 
After  residing  there  for  al)out  two  years  they 
erected  a  more  comfortable  log  cabin. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  the  fii-st  Super- 
visor for  the  district  which  now  comprises  four 
townships.  To  his  home  came  seven  cliildren, 
only  four  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely: 
Iliram  J.,  James,  Mary  (wife  of  William  Turner), 
and  Edwin  L.  lie  wjus  a  man  of  public  spirit  and 
a  leader  in  the  Democratic  ranks,  and  in  his  death 
the  county  lost  a  valued  citizen  and  one  of  her 
original  pioneei"s.  lie  also  for  many  years  was 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  to  which  oHlce  he  was  elected 
by  the  vote  of  V>oth  parties. 

()ursubjc*ct  grew  up  amidst  the  w(X)ds  and  has 
pleasant  memories  of  Indian  neighboi-s,  who  were 
friendly  and  glad  to  exchange  kindnesses.  His 
education  was  obtained  in  the  early  schools  of  that 
day,  which,  although  narrow  in  their  curriculum, 
were  thorough  in  drill  and  gave  him  a  good  foun- 
dation    for    future    study.     Upon    the     28d    of 


October,  1853,  he  married  Mary  A.  Bett«,  who  bore 
him  two  children,  both  deceastKl,  and  their  mother 
has  also  passed  from  earth.  The  second  wife  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Alice  Barnes,  and  to  her  were 
granted  nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing, namely:  Nora  (wife  of  Frank  Ilorton), 
Charles  F.,  Hiram  IL,  Adaline,  Alvin  O.,  Fredenck 
F.,  Alta  M.  and  Cleveland.  Mi*s.  Alice  Dana  was 
some  yeai-s  ago  called  from  earth,  and  Mr.  Dana 
married  the  present  Mi's.  Dana,  who  was  in  her 
maidenhood  know  as  F^lla  Mann.  One  son,  Earl, 
has  blessed  this  union,  and  to  all  the  children  the 
father  is  giving  excellent  advantages  for  edu- 
cation. 

Mr.  Dana  has  lived  upon  his  farm  for  fifty- 
three  yeai-s,  with  the  exception  of  one  year  sjwnt 
in  the  mercantile  business  in  Williamstown,  and  it 
is  hy  his  hand  that  this  l)eautiful  estate  of  four 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  has  Iwen  developed  from 
the  condition  of  the  wilderness  to  its  present  pros- 
perous state.  He  is  identified  with  the  Independ- 
ent (h'der  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Williamston,  and 
in  his  political  views  is  attached  to  the  Democratic 
party.  His  success  in  life  is  a  cause  of  rejoicing 
not  (mly  among  the  meinbei*s  of  his  family  but 
also  with  all  who  have  known  his  long  life  among 
them  and  his  marked  characteristics  of  probity 
and  honor. 


^y^NlIRISTOPHEK  C.  KINGSLEY.  Inevitable 
^^.  to  every  living  thing,  death  is  still  a  mys- 
tery,  because  of  the  great  unknown  that  lies 
bevond  the  veil,  which  is  onlv  rent  as  breath 
ceases  to  pa^s  the  lips  and  the  heart  ts  stilled  in 
its  pulsation.  One  never  realizes  the  chasm  that 
the  dread  Angel  of  Desolation  opens  up  until  he 
has  taken  from  us  one  who  is  as  near  and  dear  as 
nnture  has  aHowed  the  tie  to  be.  The  man  whose 
name  is  above  and  of  wlumi  one  might  say  in 
Shakespeare's  words, "here  is  a  man,''  passed  away 
from  this  life  January  T),  1888,  leaving  to  mourn 
his  loss  a  widow — Mrs.  Anna  A.  Kingsley. 

Mr.  Kingslev  was  born  in  New  York  State*  in  1838. 
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He  was  the  son  of  Jonathan  and  Pollv  Kiiiifslev, 
natives  of  the  Empire  State.  They  came  West  and 
settled  at  Salem,  Waslitenaw  County,  tliis  State, 
and  there  engaged  in  fanning.  There  was  a  fam- 
ily of  seven  children,  our  subject  beinjif  tlie  fourtli 
in  order  of  birth.  Althou<jfh  like  most  of  the  men 
who  have  aw|uired  property  in  this  StiiU*,  he  lu^i^an 
with  very  little,  Iwfore  his  death  he  had  accu- 
mulated more  than  a  handsome  property — l>ein«r 
one  of  the  prominent  and  wealthy  farmers  of  How- 
ell Township.  He  was  the  owner  of  a  beautiful 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  eiifhty  acres,  l)ear in i^  tine 
buildings  and  an  excellently-l>uilt  residence,  also 
barns  and  sheds  for  st(K*k. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  was  married  first  to 
Susaii  Thomas.  Mi's.  Susan  Kingsley  died  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1879,  and  she  was  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren, whose  names  are,  Luella,  Christopher  C.  and 
Grace.  In  1880  he  was  again  married,  this  union 
l>eing  with  Miss  Anna  A.  Stephens.  Their  nuptials 
were  solemnized  at  Howell  Township.  Mrs.  Kings- 
ley  is  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Kunice  (South- 
well) Stephens,  who  were  natives  of  Steuben 
County,  N.  Y.  They  c^me  to  Mich ignn  in  an  early 
day  and  engaged  in  farming.  Andrew  Stephens 
was  a  man  of  great  ability,  unending  perseverance 
and  highest  integrity.  He  died  at  WtHxlhuU,  Mich., 
and  his  wife  at  Willinmston.  Thcv  had  a  familv  of 
eight  children,  five  of  whom  arc  now  living.  They 
are  Philander,  Sarah  A.,  Kliza  J..  .Josephine  and 
Anna  A.,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Kintifslev.  Those  who 
passed  away  are:  Nathan,  wlio  wa>  a  soldier  in  the 
late  war  of  the  Hebellion;  lie  lost  his  health  i»i  \hv 
armv  nnd  died  one*  vcar  after  his  return  of  con- 
sumption.  The  other  sons  who  are  deceased  are 
Joseph  and  Charles.  Mr.  Kingsley,  during  his  life. 
was  an  ardent  advocate  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Public-spirited  and  liberal,  he  took  a  deep  interest 
in  all  that  pert^iined  to  the  growth  and  welfare  of 
the  countv  and  his  inlluence  is  still  felt  here. 

ft 

Mi's.  Ivingsley,  who,  in  dictating  this  biographical 
sketch  thus  pays  a  tribute  to  the  ineinory  of  the 
companion  with  whom  she  lived  so  happily  for  a 
for  a  number  of  vears,  is  a  ladv  of  marked  rcline- 
ment  and  taste.  She  presides  with  dignity  and 
jrrace  over  the  In^autiful  home  of  which  her  bus- 
band    made    her    mistress.      Her    parents    died   in 


Shiawassee  Countv.  She  is  the  mother  of  three 
children — Kzra  A.,  Mildred  M.  and  Willie  E.,  dead. 
Primiinent  in  every  measure  that  promises  Uy  lie 
for  the  interest  and  advancement  of  the  coinmuu- 
ity  in  which  she  lives,  she  is  looked  up  to  and 
respect<»d  by  all  who  know  her. 


dp. 
to 
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I  RAM  J.  L()VP:.T()Y.  It  is  with  ple^isure 
M  that  the  biographer  records  a  life  which 
has  l>een  notable  alike  for  service  both  in 
)}  peace  and  war.  The  military  record  of  Mr. 
Lovejoy  is  one  of  which  any  imtriot  might  feel 
proud,  and  since  the  days  of  peace  have  come  he 
has  proved  himself  equally  worthy  in  the  ordinary 
av(Kations  of  life.  His  pleasant  home  is  situated 
on  section  3,  Loi'ke  Township,  Ingham  County, 
and  he  is  a  Wolverine  by  birth,  having  had  his 
nativity,  Auijust  ;"),  1844.  His  father,  Hiram 
Lovejoy,  was  a  native  of  New  England,  and  his 
mother,  Sarah  K.  Knowles,  was  bom  in  ]New  Y^ork. 
William  Lovejoy,  a  half-brother  of  the  father  was 
a  soldier  of  the  War  of  1812.  Hiram  Ix)vejoy 
came  to  Oakland  County,  Mich.,  in  1837, and  some 
vears  later  made   his  Inmie  in  Shiawassee  Countv, 

•  * 

reinovinir  to  Ini^ham  Countv  in  1847,  and  takinsr 
land  now  occupied  by  his  sons. 

When  this  familv  came  here  there  were  hut  five 
voters  including  Mr.  Lovejoy,  Sr.,  in  the  school 
district.  A  log  cabin  furnished  a  shelter  for  the 
family  and  here  this  hardworking  pioneer  did 
much  in  clearing  the  land.  He  died  from  a  stroke 
of  lightning.  July  24,  1872,  being  killed  while 
asleep  upon  his  bed.  He  had  l)een  l)ereaved  of 
his  wife  .lanuary  21,  18G7.  He  was  a  Republican 
in  his  political  views  and  a  conscientious  nieml»er 
of  the  Church  of  the  Lnited  Brethren. 

Our  subject  was  in  his  third  year  when  he 
caine  to  this  countv  from  Shiawassee  Countv. 
traveling  with  ox-teams,  and  here  he  received  his 
early  training  and  education.  He  remembers  hear- 
ing the  wolves  howl  and  seeing  the  black  beai's 
prowl  about  his  early  home.  He  received  a  com- 
mon-school  education,   which  he  has  abundantlv 
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supplemented  by  an  exUMisive  coui-jk*  of  readinir. 
He  enlisted  August  7,  1862,  in  Company  A,  Twen- 
tieth Regiment,  Michigan  Infantry,  and  took  part 
in  tlie  battles  of  Fredericksburg,  Spotsylvania, 
the  Wilderness,  Nye  River  and  skirmishes  of  minor 
importance.  He  served  for  over  three  yeaix  doing 
duty  in  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  and  received  his 
honorable  discharge.  May  28,  1865,  but  remained 
in  Washington!  to  take  part  in  the  (J rand  Review 
and  was  present  at  the  funeral  pageant  of  the  be- 
loved martyred  President. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Lovejoy  returned  to  Ingham 
County,  and  bought  the  farm  upon  which  he  now 
resides,  lie  was  married  March  11,  1869,  to  Helen 
M.  Houghton,  daughtojr  of  Horace  Houghton,  a 
well-known  citizen  of  (ienesi'e  County,  N.  Y. 
This  couple  had  one  daughter,  Cora  Isal>el,  who  is 
now  engaged  in  te^*iching  music.  His  eighty  acres 
of  linelv  cultivated  land  have  l)een  gained  by  his 
efforts,  aided  only  by  the  co-o[)eration  of  his 
worthy  helpmate.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his 
political  views  and  has  served  many  years  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace.  He  is  identified  with  the  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Odd  Fellows  at  Perry,  Michi- 
gan, and  is  highly  resjH»cU»d  in  that  order. 


;:>!> 


■-^^ 


N.  CLARK.     The  owner   of  the  most   ele- 
gant   home    in    the   beautiful    little  town 

of   Brighton   is   he  whose   name   is  at  the 

head  of  this  sket<.'h.  The  greater  part  of  his  life 
has  been  siK^nt  in  the  calling  of  agriculture,  from 
the  active  pursuit  of  which,  however,  he  is  now 
retired,  lK»ing  determined  to  enjov  what  of  life  is 
before  him.  The  greater  portion  of  the  time  that 
he  devotes  to  business  is  spent  in  the  placing  of 
investments.  Our  subject  was  born  in  this  Stato?, 
in  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor,  which  is  now  Iw^st 
known  as  having  so  high  a  standing  as  an  educa- 
tional center.  His  natal  day  wjis  May  1),  1827. 
His  father  was  Jiison  Clark,  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts, although  he  removed  to  New  York  when 
a    young    man.      There   he   married   Miss   Poll}' 


Britton,  and  pui-sued  the  calling  of  farming  in 
that  State  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1823,  before 
Michigan  had  In'en  admitted  as  a  State,  he  emi- 
grated hither,  coming  by  way  of  Lake  F>ie  to 
Detroit,  and  settled  upon  land  which  is  now 
l(K*ated  near  the  city  of  Ann  Arbor.     At  that  time 

« 

there  were  not  more  than  half  a  dozen    houses  in 
the    l<K*ality.     He    there    purchased    land    of    the 
(iovernment,  and  InMit  his  eflforts   to  clearing  and" 
improving    the   same,   making   of    it   a  beautiful 
farm. 

At  that  time  the  country  was  very  new,  the  In- 
dians  not  yet  having   btjen    convinced    that  they 
had  not  a  legal  and  moral  right  there.    Wild  game 
of   all    kinds    wa,s    plentiful,  and    the    larder  was 
often    stocked    with     the    choicest   venison,    wild 
turkey,  bear  meat,  and   other  meat   viands,  while 
corn  and  wheat  wiire  easily  raised  in  the  virgin  soil 
that  needed  only  to  be  turned  over  with  the  plow 
after  being  cleared,  and  the  seed  therein  dropi)ed. 
The   Indians  cm  their  way   to    Detroit   to   receive 
their  rations  and  presents  were  the   most  frequent 
passei-s-by  at  the  Clark   home,   and    firm   was    the 
presiding  genius  there,  or   it  is  doubtful  whether 
the  family  would  themselves  have  had  enough  to 
eat   and    wear,  such   inveterate  beggars  did  they 
find  their  red-skinned  vit^itoi-s  to  be.     The  father 
subse<[uently  removed  to  Scio  Township,  in  Wash- 
tenaw  County,   and    later   came    to    Green  Oak 
Township,  Livingston   Coimty,  where  he   took  up 
(Iovernment  land,  which  he  cleared  and  improved, 
and  thus  engaged  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
life,  i)assing  away  from   this  world   at  the  age  of 
seventy-four   years,    in    1865.     He  served  during 
the  War  of  1812.     He  was  much  interested  in  the 
progress  of  church  work  as   accomplished    by  the 
Presbyterian  denomination,  in  which  ])ody  he  was 
an  l^lder,  and   had    been   so   connected  for  many 
years  prior  to  his  decease.     Our  sul)ject\s  mother, 
although  a  native  of  Vermont,  was  reared  in  New 
York  State,  where  she  received  her  education.  She 
was   of    French    descent,  and  gifted  with  all  the 
charms  and  graces  of  manner  and  mind  of  her  an- 
cestors.    She  was  almost  a  life-long  meml)er  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.     She  died   in  1856,  leaving 
eight  children,  of  whom  four  are  still   living,  two 
i   sons  and  two  daughtei*s. 
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Our  subject  was  lx)rn  in  the  lo«:  house  built  by 
his  father,  on  the  present  site  of  Ann  Arbor.  lie 
enjoyed  only  limited  educational  advantages,  for 
at  that  time  there  were  but  few  schools  and  but 
little  time  to  spare  for  even  an  acquisition  of  a 
knowledge  of  the  three  IVi^,  and  of  the  Rule  of 
Three.  He  only  attended  school  in  the  little  log 
school  house,  that  was  quite  a  distance  from  his 
home,  alx)ut  one  term;  but  IxMug  an  assimilative 
nature,  the  early  deficiency  was  largely  made  up 
for  by  later  study  and  reading.  He  assisted  his 
father  in  cleiiring  and  improving  the  land,  his  ax 
ringing  out  during  the  winter  si*ason  from  dawn 
until  time  to  take  care  of  the  stock.  (Jreat  heaps 
of  branches  and  logs  were  converted  into  potash, 
that  enriched  and  fertilized  the  land,  fertile  as  it 
already  was.  He  continued  under  the  parental 
roof  until  twenty-one  yeai*s  of  age,  at  which  time 
he  began  farming  the  old  homestead  on  shares, 
and  in  a  few  yeai-s  he  was  enabled  to  purchase  the 
place,  which  was  located  on  section  I),  of  (Ireen 
Oak  Township. 

Our  subject  l)egan  threshing  when  he  was  only 
seventeen  vears  old,  and  made  that  his  bu.siness, 
during;  the  season,  for  about  twentv-livc  years. 
During  this  time  he  invente<l  a  straw-carrier  to  1k» 
used  on  the  old-fashioned  wheat  thresher.  This  was 
called  a  three-section  stacker.  Ipun  this  he  ob- 
t:iined  a  patent,  and  later  he  invented  and  had 
patented  another  stacker  for  use  on  the  viluator 
thresher.  In  the  spring  of  Ih^T.'J  Mr.  (lark  n^ired 
from  active  fjirming  and  removed  t<»  Hrighton. 
where  he  lias  since  reside(l.  In  the  fall  of  1H72 
he  disposed  of  his  farm,  and  has  sinc-e  interested 
himself  in  monev  lending. 

In  November.  IH;").'^,  the  original  of  our  sketch 
was  married  to  Miss  iNlaria  (ioucher,  who  was  born 
in  Hvron,  (lenesee  Count  v.  N.  V..  in  18.S.").  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Austin  (ioucher.  also  of  New 
York,  who  came  to  .Michiiifan  at  an  earlv  dav  and 
engaged  in  farming,  which  he  pursned  until  the 
end  of  his  life,  his  decease  occurring  abont  \i<7i'). 
Mr.  and  Mi's.  Clark  have  had  no  children  of  their 
own,  but  have  raised  two.  I'jnnia  and  Frank 
(ioncher,  the  former  now  decease(l.  Thev  have 
also  given  a  parent's  care  and  alTection  to  a  yonng 
girl,  Minnie  Hatt,  who,  while    with  them,  received 


an  excellent  education.  Our  subject  shows  liLs 
progressive  principles  by  allying  himself  with  the 
IVohibition  party,  whosi*  platform  he  feels  to  em- 
body the  principles  that  must  l)e  the  issue  of  the 
future  as  much  in  public  life  as  in  domestic  rela- 
tions. Both  he  and  his  wife  are  meml)ers  of  the 
PresbytiTian  Church,  in  which  body  he  has  been  a 
Trustee  for  some  time. 

Since  making  his  home  in  Brighton,  he  of  whom 
we  write  has  l)een  somewhat  engaged  in  selling 
agricultural  implements,  but  his  business  is  prin- 
cipally that  of  lending  money.  Most  of  the  win- 
ters are  spent  by  our  subject  and  his  wife  in  a 
more  genial  clime  than  that  of  Michigan.  As  the 
cold  weather  approaches  they  usually  flit  to  Cali- 
fornia or  Florida,  in  both  of  which  States  they 
have  spent  several  seasons. 


■F^^^l^^     I     >     I     <        I 
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KKDKICK  P.  SdlKOKDKR.  A  note- 
^  worthy  element  in  our  population  is  that 
class  who,  iK'ing  the  children  of  our  (Ger- 
man-American  citizens  have  shown  the  excellent 
traininir  <>f  the  Fatherland  in  their  industrv  and 
tlu  ift.  They  have  helped  to  develop  the  resources 
of  this  country  and  many  of  them  are  prominent 
on  account  of  their  success  in  business.  Amontr 
these  we  tind  the  gentleman  whose  name  api)eai-s 
at  the  head  of  this  paragraph,  who  came  to  this 
county  with  only  ^\\  in  his  pc>cket  and  to-day  is 
one  of  the  leadiuix  financiers  of  the  countv. 

Mr.  Sehroeder,  who  is  iiow  a  dealer  in  hardware 
and  agricultural  implements  at  Howell  was  born 
in  IJerlin,  Canada,  in  IHor),  his  immediate  progen- 
itors being  Henry  and  Johannah  (Weyhrauch) 
Sehroeder,  both  natives  of  Germany,  who  c:inie  to 
Canada  in  l«rj.  The  father  was  by  trade  a  tin- 
smith and  followed  that  vocation  in  Canada  before 
voniing  to  Detroit  in  IHi)^,  After  his  wife's  death, 
which  took  place  in  1SH2,  this  good  man  remained 
at  the  City  of  the  Strait^s  until  188(),  when  he  came 
to  Howell  where  he  has  since  remained. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
Philip  Sehroeder,  who  was  by  trade  a  cooper,  and 
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went  to  Cjinada  and  afterward  lived  at  Detroit  but 
eventuaUy  returned  to  liis  native  land  where  he 
died.  The  maternal  »»:randfatlier,  Jacob  Weyhraueh. 
was  a  wajjfon maker  and  spent  his  life  in  his  native 
province  of  Saxony,  (Germany.  The  four  children 
of  llenr}'  Schroeder  are  Mrs.  Peter  Ertz,  of  Detroit, 
Fredrick  P.;  Mrs.  Fred  lUoss,  of  Clnca«^o;  and  Al- 
fred A.,  of  Detroit. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  received  his  educ4ition 
mostly  at  Detroit  at  the  (Jerman  Lutheran  School 
and  earned  his  fii'st  wages  at  the  age  of  twelve 
veal's,  carrying  parcels  for  the  cnK'kerv  store  of  R. 
W.  King.  Here  he  remained  for  a  year  and  a  half 
and  then  Ijegan  his  apprenticeship  to  the  tinner's 
trade.  After  serving  three  years  he  worked  as  a 
journeyman  four  and  a  half  yeai*s  in  Detroit,  after 
which  he  came  to  Fowlerville  and  worked  there  in 
the  same  capacity  for  six  months  for  Cook  <fe  I^ngh- 
lin.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  these  gentle- 
men dissolved  partnei*ship  and  our  subject  took 
charge  of  the  establishmont  for  Mr.  I^ughlin  and 
thus  continued  for  six  yeai*s. 

Mr.  Schroeder  now  went  on  the  road,  traveling 
for  S.  L.  Bignall  <ic  Co.,  of  Chicago,  selling  heav}' 
hardware,  and  after  about  one  year  in  their  service 
he  returned  to  Fowlerville  and  bought  a  half  in- 
terest with  Mr.  Laughlin  in  his  business,  entering 
into  partnership  under  the  llrm  name  of  Laughln 
tir  Schroeder.  Four  years  later  Mr.  Sciliroeder  sold 
out  his  interest  in  this  business  and  coming  to 
Howell  established  a  hardware  store  of  his  own. 
He  fii'st  opened  across  the  street  from  his  present 
place  of  business.  He  then  purcluised  lots  on  the 
corner  of  AValnut  and  (irand  River  Streets,  and  put 
up  the  finest  building  block  in  Howell.  It  is  a 
l)eautiful  brick  block  with  dimensions  of  23x122 
feet  and  is  two  stories  in  height,  having  an  imple- 
ment room  65x21  feet.  Five  men  beside  himself 
are  needed  to  keep  this  establishment  going. 

Some  live  and  one-half  miles  south  of  Howell 
there  is  a  handsome  farm  which  is  owned  and  man- 
aged by  Mr.  Schroeder.  It  is  well  improved  and  a 
credit  to  it.'*  owner.  He  also  has  a  .share  in  an 
oranjre  jjfrove  in  Florida.  He  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers  and  is  still  connected  with  the  Hending 
VVorks  of  Howell,  and  with  two  others  has  just 
{started  the  Sampson  Basket  and  Barrel  Works  near 


the  Toledo  i^'  Ann  A rlK)r  Railroad  track.  His  mar- 
riage, which  took  place  in  1882,  brought  to  his 
home  Miss  Kugenia  Naylor,  a  daughter  of  Edwin 
and  Laura  Naylor.  His  political  views  are  such  as 
are  expressed  in  the  declarations  and  platform  of 
the  Republican  party  and  l)oth  he  and  his  good 
wife  are- earnest  and  active  meml)ers  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church.  He  is  also  identified  with 
the  Masonic  order  and  has  l)een  one  of  its  members 
for  some  veal's. 


^^^^l@$(s 
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EOXARD  HUCK.     A   progressive   agricul- 
li  (?2f)  turist    in     Howell    Township,    Livingston 

^s^  County,  our  subject  is  the  proprietor  of  a 
fine  farm  on  se(*tion  30.  It  comprises  one  hundred 
and  eighty-six  acres  of  land,  which  is  a  model  in 
the  way  of  cultivation  and  general  appointments. 
He  has  here  a  beautiful  home  and  the  finest  bams 
and  outbuildings.  Coming  here  in  1858,  he  first 
purchased  forty  acres  and  built  a  log  house  which 
served  as  the  abiding-place  for  himself  and  family 
until  he  had  added  other  lands  to  his  original  pur- 
clijise  and  was  enabled  by  their  productiveness  to 
erect  his  jiresent  attractive  and  pleasing  residence. 

Mr.  Huck  is  a  representative  of  the  Teutonic  ele- 
ment in  this  country,  having  l)een  born  near  the 
Rhine  in  1837.  He  is  a  son  of  Frank  and  Catherine 
(Kern)  Huck,  natives  of  (iermany.  The  former 
was  a  miller  bv  trade  and  came  to  America  with 
his  family  in  the  hope  of  l)ettering  their  circum- 
stances in  1848.  They  first  settled  in  Niagara 
County.  N.  V.,  l)ut  later  came  to  Macon  County, 
Mich.,  in  DSoL  There  the  head  of  the  family  re- 
mained for  <me  summer  and  then  removed  his  fam- 
ily and  household  effects  to  Marion  Township,  this 
county.  Later  again  he  removed  to  Brighton 
Township.  There  he  engaged  in  farming  for  some 
little  time  and  then  removed  to  Howell  Township 
in  \Hi){).  Here  he  lived  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1«6(). 

Our  subject's  mother  survived  her  husband  by 
several  years,  passing  away  in  Maricm  Township. 
Thev  had  a  family  of  eight  children,  only  four  of 
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whom,  liowever,  are  now  living.  They  are  Vak'n- 
tine,  liarlwira,  l^eonard  and  Savilla.  Frank  Iluek 
served  as  a  soldier  under  Napoleon  Bonaparte  hn* 
eight  years  during  the  campaigns  in  Russia  and 
Spain  and  held  the  position  of  l^ieutenant. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  reared  with  a  more 
intimate  knowledge  of  farming  than  any  other 
hraneh.  After  coming  to  this  country  he  attended 
school  in  Brighton  Township,  and  aecpiired  a 
practical  education  that  has  lK»en  of  great  as- 
sistance to  him  in  his  business  life.  He  remained 
at  home  on  the  old  homestead  until  after  his  mar- 
riage, which  took  place  in  Brighton,  this  county, 
January  1,  tH58.  Ilis  bride  was  Miss  Marv  Hacker, 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Helen  (Crostick)  Hacker, 
natives  of  Saxon  Vi  (iermany.  They  came  to  Amer- 

ft     '  ft'  ft- 

ica  in  1848  and  settled  at  Brighton  where  the  fa- 
ther of  the  family  engaged  in  farming  and  lived 
until  his  decease.  On  her  husband's  death  the 
mother  came  to  live  with  her  daughU»r,  Mrs.  Huck, 
and  was  there  tenderly  cared  for  until  her  death, 
which  occurred  in  April,  1885.  They  had  a  family 
of  eight  children,  four  of  wh<jm  are  now  liviuii. 
Thev  are  Mrs.  Huck,  John,  Charles  and  llenrv. 

Mr.  Huck  is  most  delightfully  situated  in  his 
domestic  life.  His  wife  is  a  model  housekeeper  and 
the  comfort  of  her  husband  and  children  are  para- 
mount considerations  to  her.  Their  family  includes 
eiirht  children,  who  are.  William.  Julia,  Marv, 
Rosa,  IxMMiard,  Lilly.  Charles  and  .Mvrtie  M.  The 
eldest  son  is  married,  his  wife  having  been  a  Miss 
Barbara  Jadle.  They  have  one  son,  William,  and 
are  residents  of  Ligham  County,  .lulia  is  now 
Mrs.  William  Mountain  and  is  the  mother  of  one 
daughter,  Maude. and  they  reside  in  Sturgis.  Mich.; 
Marv  is  now  Mrs.  Munsell  of  this  eouulv;  Rosa 
married  Kui^ene  llenrv  of  this  place;  Leonard  is 
the  husband  of  Nettie  White  of  Marion  Township; 
Lillv  is  Mrs.  llatt  and  resides  in  Conwav,  Mich., 
she  has  one  son.  Howard;  Charles  and  Mvrtie  M. 
still  remain  at  home. 

He  of  whom  we  write  has  been  honored  bv  eh*e- 
tion  to  many  important  olliees  in  the  township.  He 
has  been  School  Dirirtor  for  a  number  of  years. 
Politically  he  is  a  believtM'  in  the  doetrim'>  of  the 
Re[)ublican  party.  During  the  Rebellion  he  was 
drafted  and  served  for  three    months,   but    he  was 


never  in  any  engagement,  Johnston  bavin<^  surren- 
deied  U^fore  his  regiment  I'eached  tlie  sc-ene  of 
action.  The  very  pleasant  home  that  Mr.  Huck 
owns  was  built  in  1 880  at  a  cost  of  ♦1,700  which 
did  not  include  his  own  lal>or.  He  is  the  owner  of 
some  very  fine  stix'k,  having  graded  and  full -blood 
Short-horn  cattle. 


•0f4$-M^ 


.:<L.^^ 
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I:NRV  a.  COFFEY.  One  of  the  repre- 
\]  sentative  men  of  the  township,  whose  use- 
fulness and  devotion  to  the  general  and 
/y  public  interests  of  local  (iovernniental 
matters  makes  him  a  more  imix)rtant  factor  in  the 
community  than  any  financial  iK)sition  which  he 
may  have,  resides  on  si»ction  18,  Handy  Township. 
Livingston  County,  where  he  is  the  proprietor  of 
eiii^hty  acres  of  good  land.  He  is  a  native  of  this 
district  being  born  in  1854, and  a  son  of  I^ni  and 
Julia  (White)  Colfey,  natives  of  New  York.  Their 
advent  into  the  State  was  made  while  it  wils  still 
the  abiding-place  of  the  red  man,  the  panther, 
wolf  and  deer,  few  white  men  having  come  here 
prior  to  182;'),  at  which  time  Mr.  Coffey,  Sr.,  came 
into  the  territory.  He  was  as  yet  unmarried,  his 
nuptials  being  celebrated  after  settling  in  Handy 
Township. 

Our  sul)jeet's  father  first  settled  in  Clarion 
Township,  this  county,  and  later  removed  to 
Washtenaw  County,  finally  coming  t^>  Handv 
Township,  where  he  purchased  land  and  engaged 
in  farmiui;,  aeciuirinu:  here  five  hundred  and  eiirht v- 
seven  acres  of  as  good  land  as  the  country  afforded. 
He  wa<  an  energetic,  stirring  man,  of  fine  business 
capacity  and  made  of  his  place  a  model  farm, 
bearing  line  buildings  and  at  the  time  of  his  death, 
whieh  took  place  February  24,  1891,  he  was  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  wealthiest  men  in  the  town- 
ship. An  ardent  Democrat  in  his  i>olitic:il  pre- 
ference, he  was  not  ambitious  to  Ik?  the  tool  of  any 
party  and  refused  ollicc  of  whatever  nature.  He 
belouij^ed  to  the  Mjisonic  fmternitv  which  waiJ 
doubtless  of  great  assistance  to  him  in  his  early 
pioneer  life.     An   indefatigable  worker  and  a  pro- 
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oressive  man  wlio  kepi  abrea**!  of  the  times  in  liis 
ealliii^^,  he  did  much  for  the  improvement  of  the 
hx'alitv  and  county  out?<ide  of  the  beautifying  and 
cultivating  of  his  own  e«tat<^^.  He  was  known  and 
respected  by  all.  His  wife  died  in  IHSl.  They 
left  a  family  of  four  sons,  Frank,  Henrv  A.,  Fred 
and  Marshal. 

He  of  whom  we  write. enjoyed  good  educatumal 
advantages.  On  reaching  manhood  he  was  attracted 
bv  the  Ixjauty  and  amiability  of  Miss  Ella  Davis,  a 
daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Mai-y  A.  (Raymond) 
Davis,  natives  of  Michigan,  and  persuaded  her  to 
become  his  wife.  Their  marriage  was  solemnized 
November  3,  1877.  Five  children  have  gathered 
about  the  hearth -stone  and  lM)ard  and  make  the 
house  merry  with  their  gay  badinage  and  fun. 
They  are  by  name  Ethel,  Flora,  Vance,  Vern  and 
Howard. 

Mr.  CofiPey  engaged  in  general  farming  which  he 
finds  more  profitable  than  confining  himself  en- 
tirely to  one  specialty,  for  if  one  line  falls  into 
arreai*s  it  is  almost  always  made  jjood  by  another. 
Oui  subject  l>elongs  to  the  Democrat  party  and  is 
a  memlxir  of  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees.  He 
has  been  honored  by  election  to  several  public 
offices,  l)eing  now  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  has 
held  the  office  of  Constable  for  some  time.  He  is 
one  of  the  representiitive  men  of  this  township 
and  being  young  in  years  his  friends  may  expect 
large  progress  in  the  future. 


\ 


:jE()R(;E  C.  LEMEN.     one  who  hjis  suffered 
-,  with   the  irritation   of  a  grain  of  dust,  a 

Ml 

^.Ji^  speck  or  a  wandering  hair,  or  any  annoy- 
ance to  the  precious  sense  of  sight,  feeling  what 
"small  things  are  boisterous  there,**  must  appre- 
ciati*  the  uttc^r  sense  of  being  shut  oflf  from  the 
world  that  one  entirely  deprived  of  sight  must 
feel,  and  yet,  it  has  frequently  seemed  as  though 
the  deprivation  of  this  faculty  has  turned  the 
intellect  in  an  introspective  way  that  leads  to  a 
greater  degree  of  proficiency  in  other  directions. 


All  know  how  skillful  the  blind  are  with  their 
fingers  and  how  keen  the  sense  of  hearing  is,  how 
bright  the  \Aiiy  of  intellect  which  often  has  a  phil- 
osophical turn.  It  is  a  question  whether  we 
should  ever  have  had  the  great  (ireek  epic  had 
Homer  not  been  thusaffiicted,or  that  lat^ir  exposi- 
tion of  genius  in  which  Milt<m  wrought  out  his 
wondrous  picture  of  fancy.  The  writer  is  not 
sure  that  there  is  not  a  richer  inner  world  when 
one's  mind  is  uudistracted  by  the  event*  which 
strike  the  sense  of  sight. 

Our  subject,  who  is  a  patient  and  gentle  suflferer 
from  the  great  loss  of  the  most  important  sensi*,  is 
however,  a  farmer  residing  on  section  9,  Hartland 
Township,  Livingston  County.  He  was  \yon\  in 
Livinsfston  County,  N.  V.,  at  a  distance  of  only 
three  miles  from  the  town  of  Dansville,  that  is 
so  noted  as  a  sanitary  resort.  His  natal  day  was 
DecemlxM-  12,  1825.  His  father  was  (ieorge  W. 
JAMnen,  also  a  native  of  New  York  and  born  Oct- 
ober 6,  1787.  He  was  a  captain  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  colonel  at 
the  cUksc  of  the  war.  He  was  twenty-one  yeai*s  of 
age  when  he  enlisted  and  in  1836  came  to  Mich- 
igan and  settled  in  Livingston  County  taking  up 
two  hundred  acres  of  (Tovernment  land.  In 
July,  1837,  the  family  came  to  this  State,  and 
the  following  year  our  subject's  father  returned  to 
New  York  on  business,  and  while  there  his  decease 
took  place. 

Our  subject's  paternal  grandfather  was  William 
Lemen.  His  place  of  nativity  is  not  known  to  his 
grandson,  but  he  was  a  Major  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War  and  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  yeai*s.  Our 
subject's  mother  was  Margaret  lk)yles,  a  native  of 
the  Empire  State,  but  of.  Scotch  ancestry.  He  of 
whom  we  write  is  the  second  son  and  fifth  child  in 
order  of  birth  of  ten  children.  He  was  twelve 
veal's  of  age  when  his  parents  came  to  Michigan. 
His  first  school  days  were  passed  in  his  native  State, 
and  after  coming  to  Michigan  he  pursued  his 
studies  in  the  little  log  school  house  in  the  district. 

After  the  death  of  our  subject's  father,  he  of 
whom  we  write  with  his  brothei-s  had  charge  of  the 
farm  and  the  maintenance  of  the  remainder  of  the 
family.  He  remained  with  his  mother  until  twenty 
years  of  age,  working  out  by  the  month  and  help- 
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ing  to  clear  the  farm  and  build  a  log  house  19x20 
feet  in  dimensions.  In  1845,  tiie  young  man  who 
w&s  ambiti<>ii2«  and  eager  to  know  more  of  the 
world  which  knowledge  hooks  would  unfold  to 
him.  returned  to  his  native  State  in  order  to  attend 
school,  hut  here  he  met  with  the  sad  misfortune  of 
losing  his  eyevsight,  it  being  caused  by  overwork  in 
the  schoolroom.  In  1845  he  returned  to  Michigan 
and  was  treated  by  Dr.  Biglo,  but  receiving  no 
l)enefit,  in  1849  he  went  to  New  York  Citv  and 
entered  the  blind  institute  where  he  remained  until 
he  graduated  in  all  the  department's.  From  there 
he  went  to  the  place  of  his  birth,  Dansville.  N.  V., 
and  taught  music  for  four  years,  from  1854  U> 
1858.  He  was  gifted  with  a  fine  api>reciation 
of  music  and  a  good  voice  which  had  been  culti- 
vated to  the  highest  extent.  lie  also  was  fitted  to 
teach  instrumental  music  and  theorv,  and  this 
beautiful  art  has  been  to  him  the  greatest  comfort. 
Mr.  Lemen  was  married  in  1858.  to  Miss  Ann 
Elizabeth  Kei*shner.  She  was  born  in  Steuben 
Countv,  N.  v.,  Janiiarv  23,  18;J7.  and  is  the 
youngest  daughter  of  eleven  children,  her  parent> 
l)eing  John  and  Mary  (I)riesbauch)  Kei-shner.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  Maryland  and  the  mother  of 

• 

Pennsylvania,  although  both,  as  their  names  would 
indicate,  are  of  (ierman  ancestry.  They  were 
among  the  early  settlers  in  Dansville,  N.  Y.  'Hie 
father  was  a  l)lncksiiiith  by  trade.  lie  pa>st'd 
away  from  this  world  at  the  au^e  of  sixty  years,  the 
mother  at  sixty-seven  years  of  airt». 

As  soon  as  married,  the  oriirinal  of  our  sketch 
returned  at  once  to  his  adopted  Stale  and  spent 
the  following  winter  in  Tuscola,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  leaching  music,  giving  lessons  in  voice 
culture  and  in  instrumental  music.  In.Iune.  IH,')!), 
he  returned  lo  New  York,  leavinir  his  wife  at  his 
home  in  Michigan,  but  the  following  June  he 
came  after  her  and  in  ]><i]'2  he  purchased  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives.  It  comprises  one  hundred 
and  ten  acres  of  well-improyed  land.  Mr.  Lemen 
gave  up  teaching  about  eight  yi'ars  ago  and  now 
gives  his  undivided  attention  to  the  business  of 
farnn'ng.  He  goes  all  over  the  place  withoutas>ist- 
ance.  and  cares  for  the  slightest  niinutia  of  the 
various  branches  of  farm  work.  Mr.  and  .Mr>. 
Lemeji  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  a  son  and 


a  daughter.  Gordon  II.,  who  was  lK)rn  April  17, 
18()2,  married  (rertrude  Clark  in  1889.  Thev  have 
one  daughtAT,  Ten  a.  ( )ur  subject's  daughter,  Min 
nie  L.,  is  the  wife  of  J.  ('.  Cole,  who  is  a  resident 
in  X'ernon  Township,  Shiawassee  County*,  this 
State.  They  have  one  little  daughter  whose  name 
is  Crystal  J. 

« 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  Democrat  in  his  i>oli- 
tical  preference.  He  is  well  read  in  politics  and 
does  not  follow  the  lead  of  any  other  i>crson  how- 
ever honorable  their  i)osition,  but  judges,  weighs 
and  balances  for  himself.  He,  with  his  wife,  is  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  Church  and  has 
l>een  leader  of  the  choir  for  the  Methodist  Kpisc'O- 
pal  and  Congregational  Churches  for  thirty  yeai's, 
furnishing  all  the  music,  not  cmly  at  the  i*egular 
servici's  but  on  siK^cial  occasions.  Kndowed  ori- 
ginally with  a  strong  will  and  purpc»se,  and  a 
bright  mentality,  under  the  chastening  influence  of 
his  trouble  our  subject  has  develoi)cd  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  side>  of  his  nature.  He  is  a  strong 
man  in  every  way,  yet  a  gentleman  with  the 
tenderness  of  a  woman. 


IMOTIIY  SMITH.  Prcmiinent  in  the  social, 
busine.NS  and  church  circles  of  Howell  Town- 
ship, is  the  family  of  Mr.  Timothy  Smith 
whose  attractive  home  and  beautiful  farm  is  to  1k» 
found  on  section  1 1,  Howell  Township,  Livingston 
County.  Here  he  has  an  estate  of  some  one  bun- 
dred  acres  which  is  in  a  high  state  c>f  cultivation 
and  exceedingly  productive. 

This  gentleman  has  the  j)lejisure  of  still  residing 
in  his  native  township,  as  he  was  born  here  June  17, 
1818.  His  parents,  Henry  and  Lydia  (Thompson) 
Smith,  were  natives  of  Knirland  and  the  State  of 
>Jew  York  respectively.  The  father  came  to 
America  in  18;U  and  married  in  Howell  Township 
to  which  he  had  come  ten  years  after  reachinir  this 
country.  He  had  purchased  property  here  Iwfore 
coming  to  the  State,  and  now  moved  on  to  his 
beautiful  tract  of  eighty  acres.     This  land  which  is 
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where  our  j^ubject  now  lives  was  theu  a  iKJrfect 
wilderness,  and  the  brave  pioneer,  wlio  l)efore  eoni- 
intjf  to  this  country  had  known  nothing  of  such  a 
life,  buckled  down  to  the  work  at  once  and  soon 
had  a  beautiful  farm  cleared  and  improved. 

To  his  orififinal  eighty  acres,  Henry  Smith  added 
by  purchase  from  tiniQ  to  time,  so  that  he  finally 
had  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres. 
He  died  in  April,  1891,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four 
years,  leaving  four  children,  namely:  Timothy, 
Robert  R.,  Mary  and  Sarah.  Robert  R.  is  now 
married  to  Miss  Mandana  I.  Hill,  daughter  of  Enos 
W.  and  Harriet  L.  ((-arpenter)  Hill,  both  natives  of 
New  York.  This  union  took  place  in  1871  and  they 
have  one  child,  Blanch  A.,  who  is  still  living.  Mary 
is  now  Mrs.  (rossof  Portland,  Mich.,  and  Sarah  mar- 
ried Mr.  Bucknell  of  llow^ell  Township.  Henry 
Smith  was  a  man  of  great  energy  and  pei'severance 
and  had  a  broad  acquaintance  throughout  the 
county.  His  integrity  was  undoubted  and  he  was 
true  in  every  relation  as  a  man  and  a  neighbor 
and  l)ecame  one  of  the  most  wealthy  men  in  How- 

« 

ell  Township.  He  was  an  earnest  Republican  in 
his  political  views  as  are  also  his  sons,  and  both  he 
and  his  wife  were  devoted  membei-s  of  the  Church 
of  the  United  Brethren. 

Upon  the  home  farm  Timothy  Smith  received  the 
ordinary  training  which  is  granted  to  a  farmer's 
lx)y  and  was  educated  in  the  district  schools.  For 
twenty  years  he  has  had  charge  of  the  homestead  and 
he  is  the  only  native  born  citizen  who  has  ever 
held  the  oHice  of  Supervisor  of  Howell  Township. 
Bei^ides  fillintr  that  oftice  he  has  also  olliciated  as 
Highway  Commissioner  and  Township  Trea*surer. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Blair  of  Lapeer,  the  daughter  of 
Mr.  John  W.  Blair  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
in  1875  and  to  them  has  been  granted  one  lovely 
daughter,  Jessie  E.,  who  is  still  enjoying  the  advan- 
tages of  school  at  Portland.  This  family  takes  an 
active  inU»rcst  in  all  matt<3rs  that  pertnin  to  the 
best  welfare  of  the  township  and  county  and  are 
never  backward  in  lending  a  hand  to  any  enterprise 
which  will  promote  the  tem[)()ral  education  or 
spiritual  j)rosperity  of  their  neighbors.  They  are 
earnest  and  devoted  members  of  the  Methodist 
Ei)iscopal  Church  and  are  much  relied  upon  for 
active  service.     The  doctrines  of  the  Republican 


part}'  are  those  which  seem  to  Mr.  Smith  to  he  the 
l)est  adapted  to  seeiu-ing  the  prosperity  of  our 
country  and  justice  to  the  whole  human  racre.  He 
therefore  endoi'sos  them  most  earnestly  and  votes 
for  their  maintenance.  He  keeps  graded  sheep  and 
breeds  the  Percheron  and  Ilambletonian  hoi'ses. 
When  the  census  of  1890  wjis  taken  Mr.  Smith  was 
the  enumerator  of  Howell  Township. 


^I^K^^Sii^. 


01  LYSSES  I).  WARD.  It  is  of  thrilling  in- 
t<?rest  to  one  whose  heart  is  loyal  to  our 
„^  country's  honor  to  hear  an  old  soldier  i*e- 
count  the  scenes  of  conttict^i,  the  wearisome  marches 
and  the  exciting  episodes  of  the  Civil  W^ar,  and  it 
is  also  an  educaticm  for  we  leani  of  such  an  one, 
not  only  history  and  geography  but  also  the  higher 
lessons  of  patriotism, endurance,  self  denial  and  de- 
votion to  duty.  The  years  are  passing  rapidly  and 
before  many  decades  have  passed  over  our  heads 
the  active  participauts  in  those  stirring  scenes  will 
have  gone  to  their  long  home  and  it  behooves  us 
to  gain  from  them  what  we  can  while  they  are  with 
us.  Among  those  who  can  thus  interest  and  in- 
struct is  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the 
head  of  this  paragra[>h  and  who  is  still  one  of  the 
active  business  men  of  Ionising. 

This  gentleman  was  born  in  the  towTiship  of 
Cato,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  May  28,  1828,  his 
parents  l)eing  David  and  Sarah  (Blackmarr)  Ward. 
The  grandfather,  Joseph  Blackmarr,  took  up  six 
hundred  acres  of  land  on  a  soldier's  claim  in  an 
adjoining  township.  David  Ward  grew  to  maturity 
and  spent  his  days  in  his  native  home,  where  he 
was  not  only  a  farm  owner  but  also  a  schf)ol  teacher 
and  school  inspector. 

It  is  half  a  century  since,  at  the  age  of  thirteen, 
Ulvsses  Ward  came  with  his  sister  to  Howell,  Mich. 
He  helped  to  break  up  the  land  whereon  Howell 
now  stands  and  his  sister,  Mrs.  Rosalie  Thomps<m, 
gave  the  land  for  the  county  seat,  to  which  deed 
of  sale  our  subject  was  called  as  a   legal   witness. 

In  1812  he  had  a  cousin  come  from  New  York 
to  hunt  and  trap  and  Ulysses  took  him  west  over- 
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land  U)  Cedar  River  wlicre  Fowlerville  now  stands, 
and  they  came  down  with  their  lK>at  to  tlie  junction 
of  the  Cedar  and  the  (irand  Rivei*s,  and  |)uttin«^ 
uj)  a  shanty  staid  liere  all  winter  on  a  place  that 
is  now  within  the  city  limits  of  I>ansinf<.  Tliey 
did  not  see  a  white  i>ei*son  all  wintiM*  and  as  far  as 
is  known  thev  are  the  lii-st  white  men  who  lived 
for  any  lengtli  of  time  where  Tensing  now  stands. 
The  name  of  this  cousin  is  Kdwin  Lamphere.  In 
tlie  spring  the  young  men  went  down  the  river  to 
Portland  and  were  pleased  to  come  again  within 
the  limits  of  civiliziition,and  to  find  their  l)eariiigs 
as  thev  had  lost  track  of  the  day  of  the  week  and 
the  day  of  the  month. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  sketch  lived  in  Howell 
until  1846,  when  his  father  died,  leaving  the  mother 
with  a  family  to  take  care  of,  and  as  I'lysses  wa.s  one 
of  the  oldest  of  her  ll(x*k  he  dutifully  returned  to 
New  York  and  went  to  work  on  the  farm  to  help 
support  the  children.  During  the  next  year  he 
went  over  the  Allegany  Mountains  and  was  there 
employed  in  getting  out  timl)er.  He  was  there  for 
some  two  yeai*s  and  then  went  to  farming  for  the 
father  of  the  young  lady  whom  he  afterward  made 
his  wife.  He  worked  there  until  he  reached  the 
age  of  twenty-two  when  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  T^ura  Jeannette  Town. 

The  young  ('ouple  lived  on  the  same  farm  until 
1856,  when  Mr.  Ward  sold  that  property  and  canu' 
to  Lansing  to  engage  in  the  ])utciier  business,  ])ut 
when  the  war  ]>roke  out  lie  enlisted  in  Company 
H,  Second  I'nited  States  Siiarpshooters  and  in  No- 
vember, IH61,  he  wjis  sent  with  his  regiment  to 
join  the  Army  of  the  INjtomac.  His  experiences 
were  broad  and  varied  as  he  took  part  in  seventy- 
two  engagements,  which  included  all  of  the  most 
prominent  battles  of  the  war.  such  as  (lettysburg, 
the  Wilderness,  Antietani  and  Spoitsylvania,  and 
he  was  also  present  at  Lee's  surrender  and  saw  the 
white  tlag  come  in.  He  was  on  detached  service 
all  of  the  time  with  the  wagon  train,  having  charge 
of  the  quartermasti'r's  department,  and  when  his 
first  term  of  service  expired  he  l>i'canie  a  veteran. 
He  w\is  finally  mustered  out  of  st^rvice  at  Detroit 
.July  17,  1865.  Mr.  Ward  returned  to  Lansing 
sick  and  was  unable  to  1.  bor  for  two  years.  He 
then  entered  into  business  as  a  contractor  making 


a  si>ecialty  of  moving  buildings,  and  has  been  able 
to  ovei*s<;e  his  men  most  of  the  time  since,  but  was 
not  able  to  do  any  hard  labor  himself.  He  also 
moved  and  straightened  many  smoke  stacks  juid 
has  unusual  skill  in  this  kind  of  work.  He  takes 
heavy  contracts  for  the  Lansing  Iron  Works  in 
various  j>art*5  of  the  Statt*^  and  also  engages  in 
pressing  and  shipping  hay  and  straw. 

The  pleasant  home  which  is  now  occupied  by 
Mr.  Ward's  family  at  No.  301  Clay  pool  Street,  was 
built  by  him  in  IHHo  and  it  is  situated  uix>n  land 
which  he  himself  cleared  from  the  original  timber. 
He' and  his  faithful  wife  have  had  the  sorrow  which 
parents  feel  when  they  lay  away  dear  children  in 
the  grave.  One  son  and  one  daughter  have  !x*en 
thus  taken  from  them  and  five  remain  to  Ik»  the 
cheer  and  joy  of  their  parents.  They  are  as  follows: 
Mary,  who  is  the  wife  of  Kenneth  Williams,  and 
now  lives  in  Shasta  County,  Cal.;  Lida,  who  is  the 
wife  of  (ieorge  Hrandel,  of  (Iratiot  County,  Mich.: 
.Jeannette,  who  is  the  faithful  home-keei)er;  Jessie, 
who  is  in  the  bank  at  South  Haven,  and  Edua,  who 
is  teaching.  Mr.  Ward  is  a  devoted  meml>er  of  the 
(irand  Army  of  the  Kepublic  and  has  bcH?n  twice 
elected  to  the  positions  of  Aldermaitaud  Supervisor 
of  his  ward. 


I.'IMI.I 


iSKAKL  W.  KLLSWORTH.  The  citizens  of 
Michigan  who  have  come  from  our  neighl>or- 
ing  country  of  Canada  have  almost  invarinbiy 
brought  with  them  such  traits  and  habits  of  life  as 
have  rendered  them  of  value  in  their  new  home. 
Their  industry  and  frugality  and  their  rusrtred 
perseverance  have  helped  them  to  achieve  such  a 
degree  of  success  as  enhances  the  prosperity  of 
their  neighbors.  Such  an  one  we  find  in  the 
man  l^efore  us. 

Our  subject  was  lH)rn  Novemlx^r  21,  1839,  in  the 
town  of  Bast4U(],  County  of  Leeds,  Canada,  and 
his  parents  Israel  and  Elizabeth  (Butler)  Ellsworth 
are  als^)  Canadians,  but  of  Vermont  des<:»ent,as  the 
grandfather  Benjamin  Ellsworth  was  born  in  the 
(ireen    MounUiin    State,  and  when    a  young  man 
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went  U>  Canada,  where  lie  l)rou<^ht  up  a  family  of 
four  sons.  He  was  twice  married,  his  second  wife 
l)ein<i^  a  Mrs.  Bullard.  He  moved  to  New  York 
about  1830,  and  with  the  Mormons  removed  first 
to  Illinois  and  thence  to  Salt  Lake  City  where  he 
died. 

Israel  Ellsworth  (the  elder)  moved  to  New  York 
alH>ut  the  year  1835,  and  afterward  returned  to 
Canada.  In  the  spring  of  1845  he  came  to  Mich- 
iofan  and  made  his  home  in  Kedford,  Wayne  Coun- 
ty, and  afterwards  in  Novi.  In  1847  he  came  to 
Cohoctah,  where  he  purchased  and  improved  a 
farm,  and  here  he  and  his  good  wife  died  in  the 
home  of  his  son,  our  subject.  His  death  occured 
in  1865,  and  that  of  his  wife  in  1880,  wlien  she 
had  readied  the  age  of  foin*-score  years.  Seven  of 
their  ten  children  grew  to  maturity  and  l>ore  the 
following  names  Amy,  Jane,  Elizabeth,  Adeline, 
Maria,  Israel  and  Thursey.  The  father  was  an 
earnest  Christian  and  brought  up  his  family  in  the 
faith  of  the  Methodist  EpiscopaL Church, 

Farm  training  was  given  to  young  Ellsworth  in 
his  f)oyhood,  and  a  district  school  education  was 
all  the  schooling  whicli  he  received.  Since  he  was 
eight  years  old  he  has  eaiiied  his  own  way  in  the 
world,  and  he  paid  for  his  own  schooling  and 
books  by  working  out  by  the  day  and  month? 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-se^en  j-ears. 
When  a  boy  he  worked  for  some  time  for  a  shilling 
a  day  and  helped  to  eani  the  mone}'  to  buy  a  yoke 
of  steers,  which  were  traded  for  forty  acres  of  tim- 
l)cr  land  where  he  now  resides.  His  home  farm 
now  comprises  eighty  acres  and  it  is  in  a  fine  state 
of  improvement  and  cultivation. 

Upon  the  22d  day  of  October,  18()1,  the  young 
man  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Tenth  Michigan  In- 
fantry, but  while  encamjied  at  Flint  he  was  attack- 
ed with  the  measles  and  on  account  of  disability 
received  his  honorable  discharge,  March  12,  1862. 
His  happy  union  with  Olie  A.  Washburn  took 
place  July  2,  1866.  Mi's.  Ellsworth  is  a  daughter 
of  Benjamin  and  Nancy  (Acethprp)  \Vashl>urn, 
who  are  natives  of  Maine  and  Canada  respectively. 
They  came  to  Ingham  County,  Mich.,  in  1840. 

The  three  children  of  our  subject  are  Iknjamin 
1.,  Lvnian  E.  and  Marv  E.  Mi's.  FMlsworth  is  a 
devout  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcoi>al  Chuivh. 


The  Washburn  family  is  of  F^uglish  lineage  and 
RolKTt  Ace  thorp  also  came  from  Fingland  and  was 
a  farmer  who  lived  in  Canada.  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject  was  John  Butler,  a 
Revolutionary  soldier  from  Connecticut,  who  was 
a  cooper  by  trade  and  moved  to  Canada  where  he 
died.  Mr.  F211sworth  is  greatly  interestt^d  in  the 
education  of  his  children  and  is  giving  to  them  all 
the   l)est  advantages  which  he  is  able  to  command. 


^^- 


ISS  J.  ADELINE  BIRD.  Women  farmere 
;//  i|^  are  now  no  longer  a  rarity  in  our  country 
and  although  they  are  not  as  plentiful 
in  the  older  settled  regions  as  they  are  in 
the  Western  country*  vet  many  of  them  have 
proved  their  etHciency  and  their  ability  to  manage 
a  large  farm  and  to  build  up  a  business  which  is 
l>oth  pleasant  and  profitable  to  the  proprietor. 
This  lady  of  whom  we  now  write,  whose  excellent 
farm  of  two  hundred  acres  fell  to  her  upon  the 
death  of  her  father,  resides  u|x>n  section  14,  of 
Brighton  Township,  Livingston  County,  upon  the 
very  fai'm  where  she  was  bom. 

The  father  of  Miss  Bird  was  a  pioneer  in  Liv- 
ingston Count}',  coming  hither  in  1834,  and  leav- 
ing behind  him  at  his  death  the  memory  of  a  good 
and  faithful  life,  which  is  truly  revered  by  all  who 
ever  knew  him.  His  daughter  carries  on  the  farm 
and  manages  afi'aii's  very  satisfactorily,  and  she 
has  with  her  as  a  companion  her  widowed  sister. 
Mi's.  Catharine  Fonda.  The  home  is  a  delightful 
one,  as  the  house  is  situated  amidst  l)eautiful 
shade  trees,  which  are  relics  of  the  primeval  for- 
est, and  the  ladies  devote  much  attention  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  flowers  which  adorn  the  lawn. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  Melzar  and 
Lora  A.  (Wentworth)  Bird,  both  born  in  the 
township  of  Wisner,  Berkshire  County,  Mass.  The 
father,  whose  natal  year  was  1805,  removed  to 
New  York  at  the  age  of  nine  years  and  lived  in 
"Ontario  County  until  1833.  Upon  coming  to 
Michigan  he  entered  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  on  section    14,  Brighton  Township, 
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wlieii  tliis  eounlrv  wjls  ii  wilderncvss  and  no  roads 
and  no  conveniences  exisUid.  It  wjii*  in  18.*U 
wlien  lie  brou<j^lit  Ids  family  to  the  1o<j^  Ijouse  which 
he  had  built  for  them,  removing  them  from  Detroit 
to  this  i)oint  with  ox-team,  making  of  it  a  four 
days*  trip.  The  country  was  full  of  wild  game  in 
those  days,  but  Mr.  Bird  was  no  huntsman  and  did 
not  care  for  the  pleitsures  of  the  cliase.  lie  lived 
to  clear  ami  improve  his  farm,  and  erected  the  fii-st 
barn  that  wius  put  up  in  the  township.  As  he  was 
so  early  a  pioneer  he  took  part  in  the  organization 
of  the  township  and  made  many  a  trip  to  Ann 
Arlx)r  in  the  interests  of  both  himself  and  his 
neighbors,  as  there  was  no  opportunity  of  [)urclias- 
ing  anything  short  of  that  thriving  village.  He 
passed  from  earth  March  31,  1836. 

In  early  life  Melzar  Binl  learned  the  trade  of  a 
cooper,  but  after  coming  to  Michigan  he  worked  at 
the  carpenter's  tmde,  and  erected  one  hundred  and 
three  buildings  in  this  township  and  vicinity.  For 
the  fii-st  ten  veai*s  everv  cotthj  which  was  nee<1ed 
within  a  radius  of  ten  miles  was  made  by  him.  He 
took  l)oards  from  his  l)arn  wherewith  to  make  the 
first  coffin  at  the  time  of  the  lirst  death  in  the 
township. 

Before  coming  West  Mr.  Bird  was  united  in 
marriage  at  Rome,  N.  Y.,  with  Lora  A.  Went  worth, 
their  wed<ling  day  being  ()ctol)er  20,  182i>.  She 
was  the  mother  of  the  following  children  and 
passed  from  earth  Ai)ril  23,  18(;*J.  Uw  children 
are:  Frances  A.,  wife  of  John  Stevenson,  of  Nt*w 
Hudson;  Catharine,  widow  of  ,Iohh  Fonda;  .lulia 
Adeline;  (iiibert,  Oliver,  Margaret,  and  Harriet, 
all  of  whom  are  deceased.  Since  the  vcar  1820  Mr. 
Bird  has  been  a  menil)er  of  the  Prei*bvterian 
C-hurch  and  throughout  all  those  years  the  graces 
of  his  Christian  character  and  the  value  of  his  in- 
tegrity and  ui)rightness  made  him  more  and  more 
valued  by  his  neighbors  and  friends.  He  was  a  Re- 
publican in  his  political  views  and  greatly  inter- 
ested in  the  future  of  the  party. 

The  ofllces  of  the  Supervisor  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace  as  well  as  manv  minor  ollices.  were  at  dilT- 
erent  times  placed  in  the  iiands  of  Mr.  Bird  and 
his  duties  executed  with  vigor  and  discretion.  • 
For  six  vears  he  was  Postmaster  at  Pleasant  \t\\- 
lev  Postoflice,  and  his  faithfulness  and  intelliirenco 


cnused  him  Xo  stand  very  high  in  the  community. 
His  original  purchase  was  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  to  which  he  afterward  added  eigfhty  more 
and  this  is  the  proiH»rty  which  is  in  the  hands  of 
Miss  Bird. 

She  of  whom  we  write  received  her  elementarv 
education  in  the  district  sc'hool  and  ha^s  pleasant 
memories  of  the  log  school-house  where  her  first 
stu<lying  w:u^  done.  She  afterward  >upplcmented 
the  culture  there  received  bv  a  course  at  the  State 
Normal  School,  but  has  ever  made  her  home  ujK>n 
the  farm  which  is  now  hei-s.  Her  father  never 
sued  another  man  nor  was  sued  bv  anyone  during 
his  life-time  and  he  was  an  exemi>lary  man  in 
everv  sense  of  the  word. 


'r  •■ 
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AXIKL  WRKHIT.     The  owner  of  a  farm 
1/   located  on  section  2,  has  a  family  record 
of  which   he  may  well  l>e  proud.      He  is  a 
son   of  Walter  Wright,  a  native  of    New 
York  and  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  whose  call- 
ing in   life  was    that  of  a  farmer.     Our    subject's 
grandsire  wa^  also  Walter  Wright,  wlio  served  as  a 
soldier   in*  the    Revolutiimarv  War,  Injinu   in    the 
Commissaiy  Department.      He  was  taken  prisoner 
thn'e  times  and  was  once  confined  on  lx>ard  a  prisim 
ship  in  New  York  Har])or.     He  had  large  sums  of 
Continental    money,  thus  i)roving  his  faith  in  the 
Republic.     He    died    at   the  age  of  ninety  ye.ii*s, 
hiirhlv  respected  and   honored  both  in  and  out  of 
his  family.     The  first  membei's  of  the  Wrijjht  fam- 
ily.  which  is  of  Knglish  origin,  to  ap])ear  in  Amer- 
ica were  three  brothei-s.  Thev  settled  in  Rensselaer, 
N.  Y.     Our  subject's  grandfather  married  a  High 
Dutch  woman.     The  maternal  parent  of  the  orig- 
inal  of  our  sketch  was  Hattie  (Hubbard)  Wright, 
a  native  of  Connecticut.     Her  father  was    Daniel 
Hubbard,   a    snial     manufacturer  located  in  Pom- 
pey  Township.  Onondaga  County ,N.  Y.,t)n  a  small 
farm  where  both  he  and  his  wife  ended  their  days. 
Our  .subject's  |)arents  were  nmrriedin  New  York 
State,   mnde     their    lumie    in    Manlius    Township, 
Onondaga  County  and  there  remained   for  forty 
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yeur^i,  during  wliidi  it  wa**  well  cleared  and  im- 
proved. In  I8r>l  he  with  his  family  removed  to 
Miehi<^an  and  settled  upon  the  farm  where  they 
now  reside.  It  was  at  that  time  wild  land  and  this 
part  of  the  township  was  ver\'  sparsely  settled. 
Their  first  home  was  very  diminutive  and  was  in 
the  midst  of  thieklv-timbered  land  but  its  owner 
W{\s  successful  and  considered  a  man  of  means.  He 
here  operated  two  hundred  acres  of  land  and  con- 
tinued to  improve  it  until  his  death,  which  ocu'urred 
Auoust  11,  1806.     The  wife  died  in  1870. 

The  orit^inal  of  our  sketch  is  one  of  ten  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  now  livinji:,  the  eldest  be- 
ing at  this  time  (1891)  eighty  years  of  age,  and 
the  3'oungest  aged  fifty  yeai-s.  They  find  none 
of  the  old  settlers  now  surviving  who  were  here  at 
the  time  of  their  parent's  advent  into  the  State. 
Daniel  Wright  is  the  eighth  child  in  order  of  birth 
his  natal  day  being  August  12.  1881,  and  his  place 
of  nativity  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y.  When  his 
parents  came  West  he  was  twenty  yeai's  of  age. 
Before  reaching  manhood  he  had  received  the  dis- 
trict school  advantages  and  afU^r  corqing  to  Michi- 
gan was  an  attendant  at  the  log  schoolhouse  in  his 
district. 

lie  of  whom  we  write  was  twentv-one  years  of 
age  when  he  began  the  work  of  earning  his  wa^' 
or  himself;  he  has  always  l)een  a  farmer,  his  father 
having  presented  him  with  his  fii-st  possessions  in 
the  way  of  real  estate.  In  1857  Mr.  Wright  joined 
his  fate  with  that  of  Miss  .lane  Messenger,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Warren  and  Jane  (Noble)  Messenger,  both 
natives  of  New  York  State,  who  came  to  Michigan 
at  a  very  early  day  and  settled  in  Oakland  Counts- 
near  Wixon,  where  Mr.  Messenger  died.  His  widow 
and  two  children  came  to  Ios<*o  Township,  Living- 
ston County  about  1851.  They  were  the  parents 
of  three  children,  two  of  whom  an;  living.  Mrs. 
Wright  wjis  born  Novemlwr  6,  1838,  in  Oakland 
County,  Mich.,  and  received  the  advantages  of  a 
district-school  education. 

Our  subject  and  his  young  bride  began  their 
domestic  life  in  an  old  frame  house  said  to  have 
been  the  fii-st  built  in  Tnadilla  Townshij).  There 
thev  lived  for  about  four  yeai^s,  after  which  they- 
removed  to  the  old  homestead  in  order  to  take  care 
of   the    parents,  which   they   did   for   the  remain 


der  of  their  lives,  and  they  have  since  made  the 
place  their  home.  They  have  never  been  blessed 
with  children  but  are  great  favoriti»s  with  old  and 
young,  their  home  l)eing  a  favorite  meeting  i)laee 
for  the  people  of  the  township. 

Mr.  Wright  is  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  land  and  he  also  owns  a  farm  in 
Osceola  County,  this  Sbite,  which  comprised  two 
two  hundred  acres,  all  of  which  is  under  the  plow. 
Upon  the  farm  where  he  resides  there  are  six 
buildings,  a  comfortable  and  attractive  dwelling 
house,  l>anis,  shed,  corn-house,  etc.  Aside  from 
the  work  that  his  father  did  our  subject  has 
cleared  two  hundred  acres  himself.  lie  here  car- 
ries on  general  farming  and  has  l)een  a  breeder 
of  Percheron  hoi*ses,  raising  some  of  the  finest 
blooded  stock.  Two  yeai-s  ago  he  received  $4,000 
for  some  of  that  stock  which  he  had  bred.  At  the 
present  time  he  has  thirty  head  of  these  horses. 

Mr.  Wright  has  always  been  very  generous  in  his 
donations  to  church  organizations,  there  being  a 
line  church  devoted  to  the  Methodist  Protestant 
denomination  upon  his  farm,  he  having  built  it 
l)efore  a  class  had  been  organized  and  from  the 
fii-st  it  has  bi»en  called  Wright's  Chajwl.  Each  Sun- 
day it  is  supplied  by  some  of  the  clergy  or  laity 
from  the  Protestant  Methodist  Assoc^iation.  It  is 
so  deeded  that  it  can  never  be  incumljered  with  a 
mortgage  as  it  always  to  Ik?  known  Wright's  Chai)el. 
Although  he  is  not  a  member  of  any  church  he  is  a 
Trustee  of  the  society  convening  in  the  above- 
mentioned  )>lace  and  \yoth  he  and  his  wife  take  an 
active  part  in  Sunday-school  work. 

Socially,  our  subject  is  a  meml)er  of  the  Masonic 
order  and  also  l^elong.-?  to  the  Ilowell  Command- 
ery  No.  28,  K.  T.  He  is  also  a  memlHjr  of  the 
Farmer's  Alliance  and  has  been  President  of  the 
local  association,  now  being  Lecturer.  A  strong 
Demc>crat  in  political  preference,  he  is  a  rei)re8cnt- 
ative  of  the  best  class  of  that  party  in  his  district. 
For  sixteen  years  he  has  been  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  his  popularity  is  shown  by  the  fact 
that  he  lias  received  the  largest  majority  of  any 
candidate  in  this  township.  lie  has  frequently 
iK^en  a  delejjate  to  county  and  Stjile  conventiims 
and  was  the  means  of  ors;anizin<^  the  Prohibition 
party   in   this    district.     Mr.   Wright  was  the  fii-st 
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aurieulturist  in  tliis  vicinity  ti)  iniporl  Percli- 
eron  hoi-scs.  He  has  devoted  niiieli  time  to  }>reed- 
in^  trotting  lioi*se.s,  but  found  tluit  lieavy  <!raft 
lK>i*se.'<  were  more  proUtahle.  Tlierefoiv  he  im))orted 
three  head  of  Pereherons  from  which  he  has  made 
handsomely.  Mr.  Wri<i:lit's  taxes  are  represented 
a^  a  tliird  of  those  m  the  school  district.  He  lias 
been  a  meml>er  of  tlie  School  Board  for  vears. 

The  church  in  which  the  communitv  takes  as 
much  pride  as  d<K\s  it*;  l)uilder  and  which  is  alM>ve 
referred  to  is  a  thin<i;  of  l)eauty,  bein*^  furnished 
thoroughly,  inside  and  out.  Its  inner  finish  is  of 
antique  oak.  It  lias  a  seating  capacity  of  two  liun- 
dred  and  wlien  it  was  dedicated  it  was  <mlv  neces- 
sary  to  raise  !f3()()  to  discharge  all  indebtedness. 
It  is  a  monument  that  will  redound  greatly  to  the 
credit  and  honor  of  Mr.  Wright. 


fi) 


•■^ 


K()R<;K  B.  WILKINSON.  The  word  of 
IIolv  Writ  is  .that  "no  man  liveth  to  him- 
self/*  and  this  is  true  in  a  social  and  busi- 
ness sense  as  well  as  in  the  spiritual  meaning  which 
was  first  given  to  it.  The  man  who  leads  a  self- 
en<fros.sed  life,  thinking  onlv  of  his  interests  juid 
conlinin*;  his  activities  to  selfi.sh  end>.  not  onlv 
crippU's  the  conununity  in  whicli  he  live>  but 
cripples  himself  and  retards  his  own  progre>s. 
While  he  who  enters  with  vit^or  and  activitv  into 
those  organizations  which  tend  to  the  uplifting  of 
our  so<'ial  and  financial  interests, causes  an  advance 
all  ahmg  the  line,  both  is  his  own  nggrandizenu'ut 
and  the  prosperity  of  his  neighbors.  For  this 
reason  men  who  have  thought  deeply  on  these 
subject,^  have  learned  that  organization  is  n  necess- 
ity of  present  civilization. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  of  whom  we  write  lias  been  pro- 
minent in  church  relatione,  in  ])arty  mattcMs  and 
in  the  Airricultural  Societv,  and  has  thus  bv  join- 
inir  hands  with  others  iriv<'n  an  impetus  to  the  re- 
ligi<ius,  social  and  industrial  movements  of  Marion 
TownshiiN  Livini^ston  C'ountv,  where  he  resides  on 
section  20.  lie  is  not  an  American  bv  birth,  as  he 
fii-st  saw  the  lijiiit   Februarv  2;').  18:^2,  in    IJncoln- 


shire,  Kngland.  His  father,  (ieorgc?  Wilkinson,  wsi* 
a  farmer  who  was  Iniru  in  the  same  sbire,  October 
.*L  1^<0;L  and  although  he  received  !)ut  a  limited 
educaticm,  pui-sued  a  life  of  usefulness  and  intog- 
ritv. 

yiavy  Ann  Marshall,  daughter  of  David  Mar- 
shall, iK^came  the  wife  of  George  W'ilkinson  in 
\HiM).  This  ladv  was  one  of  seven  children  and 
the  eldest  of  her  parents,  l>eing  l)om  August  9. 
IS  10.  To  her  were  born  in  her  union  withGeorgt» 
Wilkinson  eight  daught^irs  and  five  sons  and  to 
the  eldest  they  gave  the  name  of  (xcorge  B. 

The  ordinary  educational  advantages  of  an  Eng- 
lish boy  were  given  to  young  George  and  he  then 
took  one  term  at  Livingston  Seminarv,  as  his  father 
was   earnestlv  desirous    that    his  children   should 
have   better  chances  in  life  than  he  had  been  able 
to   command.     Wiien    sixteen    years  old    the   Ik)v 
began  to  work  for  himself  and  when  onl^' eighteen 
he  decided   to  leave  his  ancestral  horao  and  come 
to  America.     Crossing  tiu»  ocean  he  landed  in  New 
York,  where    lie   spent   <me   year  after  which  he 
deternuned    to   go  farther  West,  and   coming   to 
Talmage  Summit  County,  Ohio,  spent   two  years 
there  and  then  came  to  Livingston  County,  Mich., 
in    \Hf):\.     Here    lie    lK)ught   a  fine  tmet  of  land, 
comprising  eighty  acres  where  he  now  i-esides,  t<^> 
which   he   added    twentv  acres,  which   aiv  situated 
on  s<'ction  21,  and  fortv  acies  which  lie  within  the 
bounds  of  section   UJ. 

The  prosperity  which  attended  the  laln^i-s  of  the 
young  man  made  him  feel  that  he  had  indeed 
established  himself  in  his  new  home  and  could  now 
afTi)rd  to  take  to  himself  a  wife  and  the  res]H>nsi- 
bilitics  of  married  life.  He  was  married  in  18G3 
to  Keziali  Flet<*her,  daughter  of  William  Fletcher 
of  Mil  ford  Township,  Oakland  County,  this  State. 
She  was  the  third  in  a  familv  of  four  childivn  and 
was  born  Septi'inber  1,  \H\2. 

To  this  happy  home  came  five  little  ones  and  the 
fond  parents  had  the  anguish  of  laying  away  in 
the  grave  two  of  this  number,  Flora  May  and 
Frank  F.  Ihit  three  of  the  number  still  remain  on 
earth,  Carrie  A.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  (ieorsfe  11. 
Mvers,  of  Marirm;  Kst her  T I.  is  the  wife  of  Isaac 
.1.  Sapp,  of  Owasso;  and  Fi-ederick  (L  Mrs.  Kc^ziah 
Wilkinson  was  called  from  earth  Januarv  4,  1888, 
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and  November  28,  1889,  our  subject  was  again 
united  in  marriage,  choosing  as  his  companion 
Kmily  Twilley,  daughter  of  Mr.  James  H.  Twilley. 
Mi-s.  Wilkinson  is  a  meml)er  of  the  First  l^ptist 
C'liurch  of  Howell.  She  is  an  active  worker  in  the 
Sundav-school  of  the  MethodLst  Protestant  Churcli 

« 

of  Marion,  and  takes  much  interest  in  all  church 
matters. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Protestant  Church  in  which  he  has  for  a 
long  while  served  as  Class-I^eader  and  has  l)een  the 
Secretary  of  the  County  Agricultural  Society. 
The  principles  of  the  Democratic  party  embody 
tlie  i>olitical  views  of  this  gentleman  and  he  is  a 
favorite  among  the  Democracy  of  both  township 
and  county,  and  has  held  the  office  of  County 
Coroner  and  all  of  the  township  offices  with  the 
exception  of  Supervisor. 


l^.iC^SK 


mf^s9 


iL^  ON.  SAMUEL  L.  KH.BOURNE,  one  of  the 
)j  oldest  residents  of  this  county  who  has  for 
many  yeai-s  heou  practicing  law  at  Lansing, 
y)  came  here  in  early  life  with  his  father,  Jo- 
seph H.  KillK)urne,  and  located  in  Meridian  Town- 
sliip,  eight  miles  east  of  lousing  in  what  was  then 
an  absolute  forest.  The  father  was  born  in  Canada 
near  the  St.  Francis  River,  May  8,  1809,  and  re- 
mained there  until  1839.  He  married  Miss  Susan- 
nah Hughes,  whose  parents  came  from  Berkshire 
County,  Pa.  Our  subject  was  born  not  far  from 
Toronto,  Canada,  April  15, 1839.  Before  that  event 
his  father,  who  was  a  Captain  of  rehel  infantry  in 
tiie  Patriot  War  was  taken  prisoner  and  held  in 
Torcmto  until  he  with  five  othei*s  escaj>ed,  crossed 
the  Si.  Clair  River  at  Point  Sarnia,  reaching  De- 
troit where  he  obtained  work  as  a  blower  and 
striker  in  a  blacksmith  shoj).  He  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  his  wife's  brotiier,  another  refugee  wljo 
had  es<*apod  with  him.  After  they  had  accumu- 
lated some  means  they  si»nt  for  tiieir  families,  and 
going  to  Northville,  Wayne  County,  built  a  store 
and  l>lacksmith  shop. 

In  1843  Josei)h  II.  Kilbourne  removed  to  Ingham 
county  and  lK>ught  a  tract  i>f  land  which  had  been 
occupied  by  Chief  Okemos  and  three  hundred  Pol- 


tawattomie  Indians.  In  connection  with  his  brother- 
in-law  he  built  a  sawmill  and  a  large  double  log 
house  and  opened  a  store.  They  proceeded  to  clear 
up  a  farm  and  remained  in  that  locality  until  1849 
when  on  the  location  of  the  State  capital  at  Lan- 
sing he  removed  to  that  city  and  took  charge  of 
what  was  known  as  the  Seymour  property,  build- 
ing a  large  sawmill  and  attending  to  its  operation. 
At  the  same  time  he  sold  large  tracts  of  land  and 
built  the  first  woolen  mills  which  were  erected  in 
this  part  of  the  State. 

llie  father  of  our  subject  had  l>een  a  member  of 
the  IvCgislature  from  this  district  during  the  session 
of  1847,  at  which  the  capitol  was  removed  to  I^n- 
sing.  He  was  again  a  meml)er  of  the  legislative 
body  during  its  first  session  at  Lansing  and  re- 
mained there  until  the  spring  of  1851  when  he 
sold  out  his  city  proi)erty  and  returned  to  the  farm. 
Aliout  this  time  he  took  a  small  company  across 
the  plains  to  California,  acting  as  their  captain 
and  remained  there  until  the  fall  of  1858,  when  he 
returned  to  his  farm  on  which  he  still  lives  (1891) 
aged  eighty-three.  His  family  of  five  children  are: 
William  V.  who  has  been  in  California  since  1853; 
Caroline  Jeflfers,  deceased;  Joseph  H.,  Jr.,who  lives  in 
Big  Rapids, where  he  was  Postmaster  during  Cleve- 
land's administration;  our  subject;  Emily  L.  who 
for  twenty  yeai*s  has  been  engaged  in  teaching  and 
is  now  the  Principal  of  the  I^rch  Street  Sc*hool. 
Three  children  died  in  earlv  childhood. 

The  father  of  this  familv  has  l)een  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  since  he  was  eight- 
een yeara  old  and  helped  to  organize  it  at  I^nsing 
and  for  several  yeai-s  was  a  Trustee.  In  those  early 
days  his  big  log  house  was  used  as  headquarters  for 
church  services  for  a  large  extent  of  country. 

Samuel  L.  Kilbourne  secured  his  fii"st  education 
at  home,  and  when  he  began  to  go  to  school  he  was 
already  familiar  with  Webster's  spelling  book,  a 
grammar  and  an  arithmetic.  The  only  |)eriodical 
literature  wfiich  tlien  reached  their  home  was  a 
blanket  sheet  published  at  Philadelphia,  entitled 
The  Brother  Jonathan,  The  father  was  PostmasU^r 
for  a  numlKjr  of  yeai*s  and  letter  postage  was 
twentv-five  cents.  The  amount  of  mail  was  small 
l>ut  money  was  still  more  scarce  and  it  was  oft(»n 
hanl  work  to  get  enough  change  to  get  out  a  let- 
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ler.  Wild  game  and  Indians  alN>iinded  and  fever 
and  ague  prevailed,  the  antidotes  to  that  eoni- 
plaint  Iwing  MoflPatt\s  pills  and  Pluenix  lutters. 

Our  subject  attended  s<-hool  at  Okeinosand  Lan- 
sing and  was  a  pupil  of  the  Rev.  I^iehard  Taylor. 
Later  in  1854  he  attended  Albion  College,  and  three 
yeai'S  after  entered  the  Agricultural  College  at  its 
oi)ening.  During  his  first  year  he  worked  three 
hours  a  day  at  ten  cents  an  hour  to  pay  his  way* 
and  by  working  extra  hours  he  had  paid  his  ex- 
I)ense8  and  at  the  close  of  the  year  had  J?;')  over. 
He  taught  sc^hool  for  three  months,  keeping  up 
with  his  class  at  college  but  finally  lost  his  place  in 
college  because  his  county  was  over  represented 
theriB  and  the  number  must  be  cut  down.  He  then 
read  law  by  himself  and  began  to  practice  a  little 
in  the  Justice's  court,  and  lK»fore  he  was  twenty- 
one  he  joined  the  fii*st  class  in  the  I^iw  Dejmrt- 
ment  at  Ann  Arl)or.  After  graduation  he  returned 
to  Iwrfinsing  and  began  to  i)ra(^ticc^  which  he  has  cjir- 
ried  on  continuously  since. 

Mr.  Kilbourne  has  at  <niTerent  times  received 
nominations  and  was  upon  the  ticket  for  Circuit 
Court  Commissioner  in  the  fall  of  18(11,  but  al- 
though he  made  a  splendid  canvass  he  was  defe:ite<l 
with  the  rest  of  his  ticket.  During  the  war  lu 
helped  in  conducting  meetings  to  secure  the  en- 
listment of  soldiers,  making  splendid  war  specciies 
all  through  this  j)artof  the  State,  lie  was  prepared 
to  go  into  the  army  himself  al<Mig  with  a  company 
which  he  helped  to  enroll.  l>nt  his  brother  Henry. 
who  had  agre(»d  to  remain  at  home  and  look  after 
the  family,  took  the  war  fever  and  enlisted  in  tin* 
First  Michigan  Sharpsho<)ters  m)  that  Samuel  was 
obliged  to  give  up  going. 

During  the  years  of  1S()(I-()1  Mr.  Kilbourne  was 
a  regular  contributor  t<)  several  newspaper>,  to 
which  he  sent  political  artiel(*s. and  also  edited  and 
published  the  Michf(j<(n  St(ih^  JournuLw  Democratic 
paper  published  at  Lansing.  WhiU'  he  was  Deputy 
Clerk  of  the  Suprenu*  (  onrt  he  had  full  <'harge  of 
the  ollice  of  that  c<mrt.  lb'  has  been  a  memluT  ot 
the  City  IJoard  of  Kducation.  City  Attorney  .and 
served  as  assistant  to  the  Connt\  l*r(^secutini»:  At- 
torney.  In  IHTI  he  was  elected  to  the  Leirislature 
from  this  district  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  although 
the  Republicans  had  a  general   majority.      During 


that  session  he  was  one  of  the  s|)ecial  committee 
and  the  author  of  the  bill  on  the  li([uor  traffic  and 
reported  by  that  committee  which  reiK*aled  the 
prohibitory  law,  ])utting  in  its  stead  the  present 
tax  system.  In  May,  1891,  he  was  appointed  bv 
(Jov.  Lucca  meml>er  of  the  Advisory  Board  in  the 
nuitter  of  pardons,  wlin^h  office  he  still  holds  and 
has  Ikh'u  for  twi>  years  the  President  of  that  l)oard. 

rpon  the  old  lumiestead  at  Okemos  our  subject 
still  takes  an  interest  in  agricultural  pui*suits  and 
especially  in  the  breeding  of  fine  stock.  He  de- 
votes much  attention  to  the  nii.sing  of  standard 
trotting  and  draft  horsc\s  as  well  as  to  Holstein 
cattle  and  fine-wiK)l  sheep. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Kill)Ourne  in  1862  united 
him  with  Miss  Louisa  F.  Burchard,  whose  father  was 
an  attorney  from  Rome,  N.  Y.,and  became  the  first 
settler  in  Lansing,  building  the  first  house  within 
the  present  city  limit**.  Tiiis  gentleman  dammed 
the  river  and  built  a  mill,  but  was  drowned  l>efore 
the  ccmipletion  of  the  mill.  Mi's.  Kill)oume  liecame 
the  mother  of  three  children,  two  of  whom  died 
iH'fore  their  mother.  She  passed  away  in  1873.  The 
remaining  daughter,  Mary  L.,  is  now  the  wife  of 
.lames  Harris,  of  this  city.  The  second  marriage  of 
our  subject  took  place  November  4,  1874,  and 
united  him  with  Miss  Cornelia  W.Truax,  of  Br<K)k- 
lyn.  N.  V.  He  is  a  memlver  of  the  Episcopal  Church 
and  for  many  years  has  l>een  a  Vestryman  in  that 
body.  He  i>  identified  with  the  Masimic  order  and 
has  been  Master  of  Lansing  lx>dge.  No.  33,  and 
a  member  of  Capital  Chapter,  No.  9. 

Politically.  Mr.  Kilbourne  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  leading  Democrats  at  Lansing  and  also  <^i 
the  State  of  Michigan.  He  has  always  been  infin- 
ential  in  formulating  the  iK>licy  of  the  party  in 
Michigan.  As  a  stump  speaker  he  is  strong,  for- 
cible and  logical,  always  inspiring  enthusiasm  and 
impressing  hi>  hearers  with  his  l>elief  in  the  truth 
he  asserts.  This  has  given  him  a  broad  acquain- 
tance throughout  the  St4ite  and  a  coiTes|Kmding 
inlluence.  He  is  a  hard-working,  painstaking  law- 
yer and  >trong  advocate,  occupying  an  enviable 
po>itionat  the  bar  of  the  State.  His  many  friends, 
both  within  the  legal  fraternity  and  s<:>cially,  will 
be  please<l  to  notice  his  portrait  in  connection  with 
this  biographical  sketch. 
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YKON  O.  PHIPPS,  one  of  the  stirring 
l)usine.s.s  men  of  Howell,  is  a  meml>er  of 
the  firm  of  IMiipps  (Si  Smith,  wiio  are  en- 
gaged in  the  livery  and  omnihus  husiness. 
Mr.  Phii)i)s  himself  makes  a  specialty  of  buying 
tine  horses  and  training  them  for  the  liost<m 
market  where  he  disposes  of  them. 

Our  subject  was  lH)rn  in  (iroveland,  Oakland 
County,  Mich.,  on  the  3()th  of  March,  1858,  and 
he  is  a  s<m  of  Joseph  and  Melisj^a  (Peck)  Phii)ps, 
the  father  l)eing  an  Englishman  and  the  mother 
a  New  Yorker.  Jaseph  Phipps  came  with  his 
parents,  Thomas  and  Ann,  to  America  and  at 
once  journeyed  to  Michigan.  Here  they  settled  in 
Oakland  County.  Thomas  Phipps  was  a  mechanic 
by  trade  but  after  coming  to  this  country  devoted 
himself  to  agriculture  and  continued  through  life 
upon  his  farm  in  Michigan.  He  had  a  family  of 
six  children,  whom  he  trained  to  maturity  in 
habits  of  industry  and  thrift.  After  coming  to 
this  country  he  interesttMl  himself  in  the  political 
movements  here  and  was  allied  with  the  Democratic 
l)arty. 

.Joseph  ]*liipps  carried  on  farming  in  Oakland 
County  for  a  numlK'r  of  yeai*s  and  then  removed 
to  Holly,  the  same  county,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  i>f  l>rooms,  and  later  made  his  home 
in  Detroit  where  he  enlarged  his  business  and  em- 
ployed  a  number  of  men  in  his  factory.  Like  his 
father  he  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  preferences. 
His  family  of  eleven  children  who  are  all  livinj>: 
boar  the  following  names:  Charles  T.,  William  J., 
Nelsim  U.,  Belle  K.,  Byron  ().,  Herbert  A.,  Ernest 
L.,  lA»wis  M.,  Allie  M.,  Bertha  E.  and  Dexter  L. 
.Joseph  l^hipps  died  in  Detroit  August  29,  18iU. 

The  boyhood  of  our  subject  wtts  passed  upon  the 
farm  and  he  received  his  education  in  the  graded 
schools  of  Holly  and  followed  farming  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years. 

After  his  marriage,  which  (xrurred  when  he  was 
twenty-three  years  old,  he  worked  farms  on  sliares 
for  five  yeai*s,  after  which  he  took  charge  of  a 
meat  market  at  Hartland,  this  county,  for  one 
year  and  then  he  came  to  Howell  and  engaged  in 
the  business  which  now  engages  his  energies.  He 
is  unusually  well  adapted  to  his  business  as  he  is 
conversiint  with   the   haluts  and  fine  points   of  a 


horse  and  has  handled  hoi-ses  more  or  less  since  he 
was  eighteen  years  old.  His"  love  for  this  fine 
animal  and  his  understanding  of  it,  makes  him 
thoroughly  successful  in  its  training. 

The  marriage  of  our  sul)ject  to  Miss  Bertha 
Allen,  daughter  of  Emery  Allen,  of  Hartland,  this 
county,  took  place  in  1882  and  four  children  have 
l)een  granted  to  them:  Bern  ice  E.,  Raymond  C. 
Elva  E.  and  Ira.  The  Democratic  party  to  which 
Mr.  Phipps  is  attached,  i)laced  him  for  two  years  in 
the  office  of  Deputy  Sheriff  of  the  county,  a 
position  which  he  filled  with  ability  and  where  he 
gave  great  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  Messrs. 
I*hipps  i\r  Smith  keej)  in  their  stable  some  fourteen 
horses  and  turn  out  as  good  cmtfits  for  the  citizens 
of  Howell  as  can  be  found  in  the  county. 


(®)' 


V 


OHN  MARSHALL.  The  owner  of  the  fine 
farm  located  (m  secti<m  27,  Unadilla  Town- 
ship, Livingst4m  County,  is  he  whose  name 
is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  His  fathers  as 
(Jeorge  Marshall,  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  his 
mother,  Margaret  (Mongol)  Mai-shalUalso  a  native 
of  Si'otland,  the  couple  being  married  in  the  old 
country.  They  emigrated  to  America  alx)ut  1842, 
and  settled  fii-st  in  Canada,  where  they  remained 
for  two  years,  thence  ccmiing  to  Michigjin  in  1844, 
settling  at  once  on  a  farm  in  this  township.  (Jeorge 
Marshall  was  a  stone-cutter  and  builder.  The  fa- 
mous Trinity  Church  which  has  been  a  bone  of 
contention  between  the  original  heirs  and  the  trus- 
ti'cs,  was  built  partially  under  his  foremanship,  and 
after  the  completion  of  that  edifice  he  did  the 
pointing.  He  assisted  in  building  a  large  church 
in  lUifTalo,  N.  Y.,  and  being  an  exp<»rt  in  his  l)usi- 
ness  at  a  time  when  experts  were  scarce,  he  did 
much  of  the  finest  work.  After  coming  to  Michi- 
gan he  returned  to  New  York  in  order  to  complete 
his  work  on  Trinity  Church. 

Finally  setthng  pernmnently  upon  his  farm,  he 
continued  to  carry  it  on  until  his  death  which  oc- 
curred  in  18(52.  The  widow  still  survives  and  lives 
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in  riuidiila  Townjsliip.  Tliey  were  parents  of  .M*ven 
children,  only  two  are  now  living.  Tlie  original  of 
our  sketch  was  born  August  2H,  1H:J8,  in  the  city 
of  (ilasgow,  Scotland,  on  X\iv  hanks  of  the  Clyde. 
Ho  was  denied  educational  advantages,  l)eing 
obliged  to  l)egin  work  when  very  young,  having 
learned  the  stone-cutter's  trade  when  fourteen 
years  of  age,  and  Inniigonly  sixteen  years  old  when 
coming  to  Michigan.  In  IHoO  Mr.  Marshall  went 
South,  l)eing  engaged  in  work  on  a  large  stone 
building  that  wa.s  to  l)e  used  as  a  cotton  factory. 
He  remained  Soutii  for  one  year,  an<l  then  went  to 
St.  Louis,  working  at  his  tiade  for  one  year.  Siiu  e 
that  time  he  has  devot<»d  himself  and  his  eneriric's  to 
the  development  of  the  resources  in  his  line  in  the 
State  of  Miciiigan. 

Part  of  the  farm  on  which  our  su])ject  now  lives 
is  that  wiiich  his  father  originally  owned,  he  hav- 
ing purchased  eighty  acres  of  his  father's  place. 
His  farm  is  finely  improved  and  bears  evi(h*iicc  of 
high  cultivation.  Our  subject  has  improved  a 
farm  which  he  owns  in  Stockbridge  Township,  Ing- 
ham County,  luit  sohl  it  to  advantage.  His  mar. 
riage  took  place  .January  I,  IH;")'),  his  bride  being 
Miss  Betsev  Dodd,  a  native  of  Edinburirh,  Scot- 
land.  The}'  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  only 
three  of  whom  are  now  livinir.  Thev  are  Kittie. 
(leorge  and  Caroline.  Kittie  is  now  Mrs.  ( ).  L. 
Smith,  of  (treirorv;  Caroline,  i.*^  Mrs.  David  S.mvUs. 
and  lives  in  Tennes>ee.  Mrs.  Marsiinll  <lic(l  in  .Inly, 
187H,  and  he  of  whom  we  write  wms  ngain  inanied 
NovemlHM'  17,  1H81,  to  Mrs.  Sloanbiii'g.  m  widow 
who  had  no  chiblren.  Siie  also  was  a  native  of 
Scotland.  Iler  parents  were  William  and  Christina 
(Piper)  Craig.  They  were  iiativo  of  Scotland,  be- 
ing married  in  that  country.  They  emigrated  to 
Connecticut  in  1«.S2,  and  removed  to  Michigan  in 
18;5n,  and  settled  <mi  a  farm  in  rnadilla  Town>hip, 
on  section  .'M.  In  1H.')()  thev  removed  to  Stock- 
bridire,  where  thev  l)oth  died,  the  father  in  187(5, 
the  mother  passing  away  September  28.  18!H.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Craig  were  charter  members  of  the  First 
l*resbvterian  Church  of  rnadilla.  MrN.  Craii^  was 
the  last  surviving  charter  iiK'inber. 

Mr.  .Mai'shall  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
an<l  seventeen  and  a  half  acres  of  tine  land,  a 
larirc  part  of   it  beini;  under  cultivation.      lIi'  has 


done  a  great  amount  of  clearing,  and  all  the  build- 
ing where  he  now  lives,  having  a  fine  home,  which 
is  a  model  of  rural  neatness  and  tas>te.  He  al.so  has 
good  Iwirns,  and  erected  the  residence  aod  outbuild- 
ings where  his  son  now  lives.  Mr.  Marshall  still 
carries  on  the  work  of  the  farm  for  himself.  Hi* 
wife  is  assiK'iated  with  the  Presbvterian  Church, 
while  he  is  lil»eral  in  his  religious  views.  He  use<l 
to  Ik' a  (i ranger,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
School  Hoard.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
for  three  yeai-s  has  dime  good  service  as  Highway 
Commissioner.  The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write 
stinted  out  empty-handed,  and  what  he  now  has  he 
has  earned  by  the  hardest  work,  having  had  hut 
few  a<h'antjiges  upon  which  other  men  de]>end.  Mr. 
Mai-shall  carries  on  general  farming,  uniting  to  the 
culture  of  the  soil  the  raising  and  breeding  of  fine 
stock. 


m^m 


((• 


I  AMKS  MONROK.  Among  tlie  quiet  and 
unostentatious,  yet  thoroughly  worthy  and 
eflicient  membei*s  of  the  business  circles  of 
1 1 o wel I ,  Li  V i  ngston  C 'oun  ty ,  we  are  gmt i fied 

to  name  one  who  bears  an  honorable  name,  and 
who,  althoui;h  n(»t  claimintr  des(»ent  from  the  Pix^- 
idential  chair,  traces  his  lineage  to  a  hero  in  lM)th 
the  War  of  1812  and  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 
This  ( itizen  was  l>orn  April  27,  1827,  in  the 
township  of  Richmond,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
is  a  M>n  of  Lemuel  and  Martha  (Rawling)  MonnK». 
natives  of  the  Kastern  States.  I^^muel  Monroe  w:is 
a  boot  and  shoemaker,  who  had  served  his(K)untrv 

« 

nobly  in  both  the  Revolutionary  War  and  the  con- 
tlict  of  1812.  In  his  later  days  he  came  to  Michi- 
<iaii  and  lived  with  a  son  FrancivS,  until  called 
hence  b\  death  after  he  had  reached  the  verv  ven- 
erable  age  of  ninety  years'.  He  had  been  the  hus- 
band of  three  wives,  and  bv  them  had  eiirhteen 
children,  and  our  subject  is  the  youngt»st  of  this 
patriarchal  tlock. 

The  mother  of  .James  Monroe  died  in  New  York 
in  18.") 7,  and  he  was  reared  up<m  a  farm  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  but  did  not 
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live  at  home  afU»r  he  wasei^ht  years  old.  He  made 
hisj  home  with  a  farmer  for  nine  years,  and  then  at 
the  age  of  ^H»venteen  rei'cived  the  elothet*  which 
were  commonly  ijiyen  X<>  a  lK>und  boy  when  he  left 
st»rvice,  and  came  to  .Monroe  County,  Mich.  Here 
he  piuH^ed  four  yeai"s  and  then  returned  to  New 
York,  when*  he  worked  upon  a  farm  for  sonje  four 
years  longer.  He  tlien  learned  the  trade  of  a  car- 
penter, and  did  not  return  to  Michigan  until  1855. 
Settling  in  Howell,  the  young  man  now  devoted 
himself  to  liis  trade,  and  took  up  the  liroader  busi- 
ness of  contracting  and  l)uilding.  He  purchased 
on  Clinton  Street,  where  he  now  lives,  two  lots  and 
a  hou.He  and  was  married  in  1857  to  Nancy  (iarmer, 
daught<.»r  of  Amos  and  Sarah  (t^t^in)  (iarmer.  Mr. 
(iarmer  was  a  native  of  (iermany,  and  his  wife  wjis 
a  Vermonter,  while  his  daughter  was  boni  at  Dans- 
ville,  Livingston  County,  N.  V.  He  was  a  mer- 
chant tailor,  and  carried  on  a  large  business  at 
Dansville.  They  had  one  other  daughter,  Maria, 
who  is  now  Mi*s.  Leach,  of  Ionia,  this  State.  The 
nmternal  grandfather  of  Mi*s.  Monnx?  was  a  Klipha- 
let  Eaton,  a  native  of  Vermont,  who  was  engaged 
in  the  hot^l  business  at  Mt.  Morris,  N.  V.,  and  to 
him  and  his  wife  Betsey  ((ioodrich)  Katon,  were 
jjiven  a  family  of  twelve  children. 

Mr.  and  Mi*s.  Monroe  gave  Uy  each  of  their  six 
children  an  excellent  and  lilK»ral  educiition,  and  so 
brought  them  up  that  they  have  Iwcome  men  and 
women  of  intelligence,  usefulness  and  a  pronounced 
Christian  character,  and  they  all  l)elong  to  the 
Methodist  or  Baptist  Church.  'I'heohlest.  Li!)by  B., 
is  Mrs.  Charles  Warren,  of  (Jladwin  County,  this 
State,  and  has  two  children,  Claud  and  Veroy. 
Dwight  I),  has  Ix'cn  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Millie  Beach,  and  they  have  a  little  child,  Charles 
B.;  he  is  a  member  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  Mon- 
roe Bros.,  doing  business  in  Howell;  (ieorge  L.  is 
his  partner,  and  they  are  carrying  a  line  and  well 
select*id  stock  of  dry-gCKxls  and  groceries,  boots 
and  sh<H\s;  Ada  M.  married  Arthur  (iarland,  a  mer- 
chant tailor  of  Howell,  for  whom  Arthur  A.,  the 
next  brother,  acts  as  clerk;  Cora  M.  is  a  teacher  in 
the  Cni<m  schools  of  Howell,  ancl  has  a  |M)sition  in 
the  Fourth  Ward  school.  The  political  views  of 
the  father  of  this  prominent  and  highly  respected 
family,  bring   him  into  sympathy  and  action  with 


the  Republican  party,  and  he  is  an  intelligent  ob- 
server of  the  great  events  which  must  concern  every 
American,  and  is  deeply  int<?i-ested  in  the  prosper- 
ity of  our  country. 


r^rf 


ULLLVM     L.     KNAPP.      Oliver     Wendell 
%/iJf     I^<>^J"^'*'  '**ft.vt^  that   there    is   no  Ijetter  illus- 

)^^  tnition  of  the  great  principles  of  life  than 
a  wagon  wheel.  The  hub  represents  the  great  cen- 
trifugal force  from  which  radiate  the  spokes  that 
make  the  tire  elTective  in  its  round.  Circle  within 
circle.  If  there  is  anything  in  a^sociation  surely 
the  !)eautiful  principles  should  Ik?  inculcated  in  the 
manufacturer  as  part  of  the  inherent  traits  of  his 
character  and  one  can  well  l>elieve  that  he  of 
whom  we  write  luis  been  open  to  these  best  in- 
tluences.  He  is  one  of  the  largest  manufacturers 
in  the  town  of  Howell,  l^ivingston  County,  mak- 
ing various  kinds  of  wagons  and  carriages,  at  the 
same  time  doing  general  blacksmi thing.  Their 
place  of  business  is  located  on  (irand  River  and 
their  factory  wjis  established  in  1865. 

He  i>f  whom  we  write  was  born  in  Warsaw,  Wy- 
oming County,  N.  Y.,  Septemlx^r  24,  1817.  Thus 
it  may  l)e  seen  that  he  has  attained  the  golden 
crest  of  the  heights  from  which  one  may  look 
back  upon  the  past  which  is  irradiated  by  the  set- 
ting sun.  Mr.  Knapp  is  a  son  of  John  R.  and 
Melinda  (Wilson)  Knapj),  natives  of  Canaan,  N. 
v.,  and  Middlebury,  \'t.,  respc»ctively.  The  former 
is  a  farmer,  although  he  had  learned  the  trade  in 
his  youth  of  a  lM>ot  and  shoe  maker,  but  after  go- 
iiii;  to  Warsaw,  N.  Y.,  he  <^urued  his  attention  to 
njrriculture.  In  18:^0  he  removed  to  Ohio  where 
he  (jccupied  s<*veral  prominent  positions  within 
the  o-ift  of  the  county.  lie  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for   many    years.     His    decease    occurred  in 

1804,  his  wife  preceding  him  by  a  numlK*r  of  3'ears 
her  decease  having  occurred  in  1847.  He  was  an 
old-line  Democrat  in  his  i)arty  followiuor.  Jle  ajid 
his  wife  were  in  their  church  relations  lUptist  and 
Presbyterian  respectively.     Our  subject's  paternal 
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grandparents  were  William  and  Olive  Annaln*! 
Knapp.  They  were  natives  i)f  Vermont  and  were 
engaged  in  farming.  The  former  went  to  War- 
saw, N.  Y.,  in  1811.  Five  years  laU»r  he  met  his 
death  by  l)eing  killed  by  the  falling  of  a  tree.  His 
wife's  death  took  place  in  183.S.  Slie  was  throwi. 
out  of  a  carriage,  which  was  dragged  by  a  run  • 
away  team,  her  death  occurring  shortly  after. 
They  had  a  family  of  eight  children.  The  mother 
was  a  liaptist  and  of  Knglivsh  descent. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  Melinda  (Wilson) 
Knapp,  was  the  daughter  of  Jacob  Wilson,  a  na- 
tive of  Scotland,  who  came  to  America  in  hi> 
young  days  and  settling  in  Vermont,  later  remov- 
ing to  Western  New  York.  In  his  later  life  he 
returned  to  Vermont  where  he  continued  to  live 
until  his  death.  He  was  the  father  of  six  cliildren. 
Mr.  Knapp  is  one  of  a  family  of  ten  children 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Carohne,  .Jacob,  Or- 
son S.,  William  L.  Margaret  K.,  Harriet  ('.,  .John 
R.,  Russell  A.,  Theodore  B.,  and  .James  A.  Hut 
four  of  these  children  are  now  living — Jacol)  W., 
Willianj  L.,  our  subject,  .John  \l.  and  .James  A. 

The  original  of  this  sketch  In^gan  the  work  of 
self-support  when  only  thirteen  yeai-s  of  age  and 
for  a  period  of  six  months  he  worked  for  *1  per 
month  in  the  villa«^e  of  CanaiidaiKua,  N.  V.  In 
\h:M}  lie  went  to  learn  tiie  trade  ()f  bhicksniitli  ;ind 
served  for  two  yenrsand  tiieii  he  went  into  partner- 
ship with  his  brother,  .Jacob  W.,  in  tiie  blacksmith 
busine.-vs  until  IHIC).  At  tiie  end  of  that  time  he 
sold  out  iiis  interest  and  engaged  in  trade  in 
(iainesville,  Wvoniinir  Count  v.  N.  V.,  where  he 
carried  on  the  business  for  one  vear.  Thence  \w 
went  to  Castik'  and  bought  out  a  blacksmith  shop 
where  he  was  engaged  for  two  years.  Thence  he 
went  on  a  farm  and  enjoye<l  bucolic  life  for  two 
vears,  at  the  end  of  that  time  tran>ferrin<»  his  lo- 
cation  to  another  purchase  which  he  conducted  for 
one  vear  and   then    sold    out.      A    delightful  vi^^it 

ft  »* 

was  made  in  Iowa  after  wliich  he  returned  to  New 
York,  settling  in  Warsaw  and  engaged  in  his  trade 
for  four  vears. 

Agricultural  life  seems  to  have  been  more  pleas- 
ing to  Mr.  Knapp  than  any  other,  for  he  again 
went  <m  a  farm,  which,  however,  at  the  expiration 
of  two  years,  he  sold.     Again  in  Warsaw,  in  April, 


18()I,  his  patriotic  zenl  aroust»d  by  the  firing  u\Hm 
Ft.  Sumter,  he  immediately  offered  his  services  to  his 
country,  l)eing  the  third  one  to  enlist  in  Warsaw. 
In  companv  with  Messrs.  .Jenkins,  Dudley,  Hentlev 
and  Bailey,  he  raised  Company  H.,  Ninth  New  York 
Cavalry.  After  enlisting  they  wert*  organized  and 
went  in  c^mp  at  Westtield.  Thence  they  went 
to  A I  ban  V  and  were  there  mustered  into  service. 
The  1st  of  I)eceml)er,  1861,  found  the  i-egiment 
to  which  our  subject  l)elonged  in  Washington,  I). 
C.,  and  already  he  had  l)een  promoted  to  the  jx^t 
of  Second-Lieutenant.  On  the  first  of  March  thev 
started  for  Richnumd  and  got  jis  far  a.s  lisiilev 
Cr()ssroads  but  tinding  no  enemy  returned  to  camp 
and  soon  after  were  ordered  to  report  at  Alexan- 
dria, \'a.  They  took  the  In^at  down  the  river  the 
1st  of  April  and  on  the  5th  landed  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  The  second  battle  of  Bull  Run  in  which 
one  and  one-half  days  wx»re  spent  in  hard  fighting. 
is  a  memorable  event  in  the  mind  of  our  subject. 
He  was  also  present  at  skirmishes  at  Big  Bethel  and 
Rappahannock.  At  this  time  he  was  on  the  staff  of 
(ien.  Sigel.  After  lK»ing  in  service  for  eighteen 
months  he  was  discharged,  as  for  some  time  he  ha<l 
been  sick  with  that  common  army  trouble,  dvsen- 
tarv.  He  was  an  etticient  otiicer  and  received  an 
honorable  discharge.  His  resignation  was  accepted 
I'Vbruarv    10,    18(18,    and    since  that  time  he  has 

ft 

never  si»en  what  mav  be  called  a  reallv  well  dav. 
After  his  discharge  Mr.  Knapp  returned  to  War 
saw  an<i  workecl  ;it  his  trade  until  1864.  when  he 
removed  to  Dexter,  Washtenaw  Count  v.  Mich., 
anrl  was  there  engaged  in  the  hardware  business. 
He  continued  to  be  thus  employed  until  l^<()."^. 
when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  Howell  where 
lie  built  his  present  shoi)s.  He  has  employed  ns 
many  as  tifteen  men  and  has  enjoyed  the  greater 
part  of  the  patronage  in  his  line  in  the  city  for  the 
last  twenty-live  years.  For  one  year  he  served  on 
the  Citv  Council. 

ft 

In  184  1  Mr.  Knapp  was  united  in  marriaije  to 
.Miss  Hetsey  A.  Brockway  of  Wai*saw,  N.  Y.  One 
son.  Theodore  !>..  wjis  the  outcome  of  this  union. 
Mrs.  Het>ey  Kjiapp  died  in  April,  184G.  He  was 
again  married,  his  second  wife  being  ElizalK^th  K. 
(ireen.  Their  nuptials  were  solemnized  Sc»ptem- 
ber  \K  1847.     She  was  a  native  of  Portage,  Wvom- 
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ing  County,  N.  Y.,  and  it^  the  mother  of  five  chil- 
dren— Florence,  William  K.,  »Juds(m  W.,  Alva  \V. 
and  Elizal>eth  R.  Theodore  H.  married  Emily  E. 
Keitli  and  is  the  fatlier  of  two  children — Est<;lla 
and  Walter.  Florence  married  R.  IL  Rumsav  and 
is  the  mother  of  two  children — Annie  and  lAHmard; 
William,  who  married  Maggie  Burrows  and  two 
children  are  tlie  outcome  of  this  unicm — Walter 
and  Mamie;  Judson  W.  married  Annie  Erwin;  Alva 
W.  is  the  husband  of  Ida  Segler;  Elizabeth  is  tiie 
wife  of  Charles  Goodnow  and  is  the  mother  of 
three  children  whose  names  are  Don,  Nina  and 
Blanche;  t>*tella  married  Miller  Beurman;  one  s(m, 
Max,  has  come  to  them  to  enliven  their  home; 
Walter  W.  married  Grace  Fishbeck;  they  als<j  have 
one  daughter,  Julia.  lie  of  whom  we  write  is  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  predeliction.  He  is  a 
Mason  and  also  a  member  of  Odell  Post,  No.  120 
CJ.  A.  R.,  and  has  held  all  the  offices  excepting  that 
of  Senior  Warden.  He  is  a  meml)er  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  having  been  elected  Deacon  twenty 
years  ago  has  ever  since  acted  in  tliat  cajmcity. 


;J«M»«M» 


|»jii^ii^n{« 


•M»«M» 


^>^i  til  i|i 


\L^  ON.  DANIEL  W.  DLXTIRFF.  It  must  be 
a  pleasing  thought,  that  after  having  sup- 
plied hundreds  of  human  beings  with  the 
means  of  supporting  life  by  hard  labor  and 
much  planning,  that  <me\s  efforts  have  been  ap- 
l)reciated,  so  that  in  the  afterno<m  one  can  put 
aside  the  cares  of  the  active  conflict  and  retire 
from  the  immediate  ovei-sight  of  ones  interest^,  en- 
joying the  fruit  of  early  lalx)r  and  the  conscious- 
ness that  ones  life  has  not  been  lived  in  vain — 
that  in  supph'ing  the  physical  want**  no  opportun-  ; 
ity  liJis  l)een  neglected  to  elevate  the  higher  nature,  i 
There  is  alwavs  that  beneficent  assurance  ns 
^leredith  expresses  it,  that  ''no  life  can  be  pure  in 
its  purpose  or  strong  in  its  strife  and  all  life  not 
be  purer  and  stronger  thereby."  i 

Mr.  Dinturff  is  a  native  of  Yates  County,  N.  V.  I 
and  a  s<m  of  Jacob  and  Hacliel  (I^ddick)  Dinturff,  ! 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Tlie  former  was  an  ex- 
ti-'nsive  farmer  in  Yates  County,  N,  Y.,  where  he 


.  pjissed  the  greater  i)ortion  of  his  life  and  finally 
died.  He  held  various  offices  in  the  township  and 
stood  high  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the 
people.  Politically  Jacob  DintuifP  was  a  Re- 
publican, but  at  that  time  one  had  not  so  much 
leisure  to  attend  to  the  corrupting  influences  of 
political  life  as  now. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  one  of  twelve 
children.     It  was  fortunate  that  his  father  was  a 
farmer  and  raised  the  products  for  family-  consump- 
tion upon  his  own  place,  otherwise  some  of  the 
little  ones  might  have  gone  hungry.     The  advant- 
ages of  an  ac^idemic  education   were  enjoyed  by 
our  subject  and  the  best  of  influences  were  felt  in 
the  home  circle,  where  he  remained  until  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  at  w  hich  time  he  made  a  radical 
change  to  what  was  then  considered  the  far  West, 
but  to-day  being  only  a  twenty-four  hours'  journey 
or  but  little  more  from  Michigan  to  any  place.  He 
located  in   Washtenaw  County,  taking  up  a  farm 
in  Pittsfield  Township.     His  place  embraced   two 
hundred  acres  of  fine  land,  but  for  some  reason, 
unknown  to  the  writer,  it  did  not  exactly  suit  its 
purchaser,  so  at  the  end  of  a  year  he  sold  it  and 
removing  to  Handy  Township,  Livingston  County, 
purchased  a  farm  on    section    12.     This  first  pur- 
chase  comprised    eighty    acres.     Later    he    added 
one  hundred  acres  more  and  in   time  forty  acres 
more  was  added  to  his  estate.     This  he  partly  im- 
proved.    There  is  uiK)n   the  place  a  good   farm- 
house, being  commodious  and  comfortable   as   a 
dwelling.     There  are  also  excellent  barns  -upon  the 
place.     His  general  attention  has  been  paid  to  the 
productiveness  of  the  ground  find  it  has  been  made 
to  resemble  in   the  ex(piisite  neatness  of  its  wood 
lots  the  richness  of  verdure  of  its  pasturage  and 
fields,  one  of  the  model  farms  of  old  estates. 

Mr.  I  )inturff  wjis  a  member  of  the  State  legislature 
for  this  t'ounty  in  1872,  having  held  the  position 
for  two  years.  It  was  during  his  term  of  otlice 
that  the  laws  were  passed  for  the  incorporation  of 
Fowlervilh*  and  he  with  other  membci*s  of  the 
House  secured  the  passage  of  a  bill,  annulling  the 
railroad  bonds  of  this  county  that  had  not  passed 
the  third  hands.  Indeed  many  of  the  revised  laws 
that  look  to  the  bettering  of  the  people  in  this 
locatity  are  due  to  the  foresight  and  judgment  of 
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our  subjec't.  By  inlieritanee  and  ctniviction  he  of  ^ 
whom  we  write  is  an  adherent  of  the  Republican 
platform,  having  great  confidence  that  lU  princi- 
ples, in  spite  of  the  machinatioius  of  imscrupulous 
men,  will  survive  the  blasts  of  critical  opinion  and 
adverse  parties.  Socially  a  Mas<m,he  has  attained 
to  a  high  degi*ee. 

Our  subject's  marriage  took  plac<),  Noveml^er  i), 
1854,  at  which  time  he  was  united  to  Miss  Mary 
M.  McMaster,  of  Potter,  N.  Y.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  David  J.  and  I^ura  (Mansfield)  McMaster, 
natives  of  New  York  State.  Having  no  children 
of  his  own  Mr.  Dinturflf  has  l)een  the  ftjster  father 
of  one  young  girl  who  has  taken  the  place  of  a 
daughter  to  him,  Ella  A.  Hat-ch  by  name.  She  is 
a  talented  and  attractive  young  lad^-  who  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Fowlerville  High  School.  In  1874 
our  subject  left  his  farming  interest  and  came  to 
Fowlerville,  purchasing  a  line  residence  on  the 
corner  of  (irand  River  and  Hibbard  street**.  Re- 
presenting the  best  class  of  people  in  this  district, 
his  home  is  the  meeting-))lace  for  the  wit  and  cul- 
ture of  the  vicinity.  Since  giving  up  the  active 
interest  in  his  agricultural  business,  the  original  of 
our  sketch  has  lx*en  engaged  in  tlie  mercantile 
business  in  Fowlerville  for  three  years.  He  with 
his  wife  is  an  attendant  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Cliurch,  and  ha.*^  been  a  liberal  contri]>utor  to  tlie 
support  of  the  same.  He  is  one  of  the  soli<l  and 
substantial  men  of  this  eountv.  A  man  ()f  iiii^h 
character,  he  j)rides  himself  that  his  word  is  as 
jiood  as  liis  bond. 


I  '    I  '     I  I  I 


•$#^ 


*■  I  <  I  *i 


IRAM  11 A  YNKS.  The  narrative  that  rehites 
the  life  hi.storv  of  our  snb)<*et  is  ehieHv  con- 
neeted  with  rural  residence  and  airrieul- 
iV^J  tural  oeeuj)ation.  It  beiran  in  a  modest 
little  country  home  in  New  York  State  which  was 
made  by  his  parents — Reuln'n  and  Maria  (llanee) 
Ilaynes,  the  former  a  native  of  one  of  the  Kastern 
States  and  a  resident  of  New  York  for  a  number  of 
years;  there  he  died.  Mrs.  Ilaynes'  father  was  also 
a  resident  of  New  York.     Our  subject  was  one  of 


five  children.  He  was  Ijorxi  Sept  27,  1825,  and  at 
the  age  of  twelve  years  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
st»ttled  near  Adrian,  Lenawee  County,  and  six 
yeai-s  later  came  to  Ingham  County  and  li&s  ever 
sinc«  made  his  home  in  this  State  with  the  exce])- 
tion  of  four  years  silent  in  Wisconsin. 

When  a  young  man  our  subject  was  engaged  in 
work  on  a  farm  by  the  month.  His  first  venture 
in  real  estate  was  in  Wisconsin,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  farm.  This  he  traded  for  seventy  acres  ol 
land  and  took  up  seventy  acres  more  from  the 
(Government  and  has  since  added  eighty  acres  to 
his  purchase,  now  aggregating  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  all.  At  one  time  his  farm  com- 
prisi'd  three  hundred  acres.  The  tract  of  which  he 
is  now  owner  has  been  cleared  and  broken  and 
good  buildings  have  lieen  erected  thereon. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried in  Ingham  County  to  Miss  Sai-ah  AVorden,  tu\ 
early  settler  of  Oakland  County  where  he  died. 
The  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  l)een 
blest  by  the  advent  of  nine  children.  They  are 
Morris,  .Antony,  Louisa,  l^wis,  LydiaM.,  John  and 
two  children  who  died  in  infancy.  The  farm 
whereon  he  now  resides  has  l)een  his  home  for 
thirty-two  veai*s  and  when  he  first  came  here  it 
was  as  wild  as  nature  would  allow.  There  were 
many  denizens  of  the  forCvSt  and  our  subject,  hav- 
ing l)een  a  great  hunter,  has  killed  nmny  a  deer 
and  wild  turkey. 

During  the  war  he  of  whom  we  write  wa^  dnift- 
ed  into  vService,  but  hired  a  substitute  and  thus 
escaped  the  experience  that  has  saddened  the  life 
of  many  a  man.  He  is  a  farmer  who  htis  eafferly 
embraced  every  opportunity  tending  to  iniprove- 
nient  in  the  science  of  agriculture.  Although  like 
most  men,  he  is  interested  in  politics,  he  is  not 
wedded  to  party,  casting  his  vote  for  the  man  he 
thinks  best  <iualified  for  the  position  regardless  of 
party.  Honorable  and  respected,  the  confidence 
that  his  townsmen  have  reposed  in  him  luis  lieen 
shown  by  his  election  to  a  number  of  ottices.  He 
has  been  Township  Clerk  of  Wisconsin  and  Director 
of  his  school  district  for  a  numl)er  of  years,  and 
has  been  District  Treasurer  for  six  yeai-s  and  is  at 
piesent  the  incumljent  of  that  oftice.  Much  credit 
is  due  our  subject  for  the  success  that  he  has  made 
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of  his  calling,  as  he  began  without  an^^thing  and  his 
property,  which  is  free  of  incumbrance,  has  been 
earned  hy  hardest  labor.  Our  subject  drove  the 
sec^ond  train  that  ever  went  through  Williams  ton, 
it  being  an  ox-team  and  at  the  time  there  was  no 
population  at  all  where  the  present  thriving  little 
city  of  Williamston  is  found.  The  trip  to  mill  in 
those  days  occupied  a  week  and  the  incidents  and 
hardships  of  pioneer  life  are  not  unknown  to  him. 


-cz 


mm^^ 


^^/OSEPH  BURGESS.  The  gentleman,  who 
resiles  on  the  farm  on  section  4,  Hartland 
Township,  Livingston  County,  is  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Michigan,  coming  here  in 
1836  with  his  parents.  The  country  was  little 
more  than  a  wilderness  at  that  time,  and  wild 
animals  and  Indians  were  much  more  familiar 
sights  than  the  face  of  a  white  man  or  woman.  A 
contemporary  tells  us  of  an  experience  that  he  had 
while  out  at  work  in  the  clearing  burning  logs. 
As  night  came  on,  the  wolves  i^rowled  out  from 
the  forests,  and  made  a  howling,  snapping  circle 
alx)ut  the  young  man.  They  were  only  deterred 
from  pouncing  on  him  by  his  throwing  fiery  brands 
from  the  great  heap  of  burning  logs,  into  their 
midst.  The  early  settlers  were  ever  on  the  alert 
for  enemies  of  this  nature  and  doubtless  this  fact 
developed  in  them  a  prudence,  and  yet  quickness 
to  take  advantage  of  favorable  moments  that  was 
no  small  cause  of  their  success. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y., 
born  March  26, 1832.  He  was  a  son  of  Setli  Burgess, 
a  native  of  the  same  State,  who  with  his  family  came 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Independence  Town- 
ship, Oakland  County  in  1836.  Their  home  here 
was  a  little  log  hut  12x14  feet  in  dimensions. 
Here  they  lived  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  which 
time  they  realized  the  dignity  and  elegance  of  a 
double  log  house.  They  remained  in  Oakland 
County  until  1856  when  they  moved  to  Livingston 
County  and  here  they  have  lived  ever  since.  Seth 
Burgess,  our  subject's  father,  still  survives  at  the 
patriarchial  age  of  ninety-four  years.     He   enjoys 


the  distinction  of  being  the  oldest  man  in  the 
county.  Our  subject's  maternal  grandfather  was 
Joseph  Whipple,  a  native  of  New  Hampshire,  who 
also  emigrated  to  Michigan  at  an  early  day,  com- 
ing here  in  1832  at  which  time  he  located  forty 
acres  of  (iovernment  land  in  Independence  Town- 
ship, Oakland  County.  He  was  a  cooper  by  trade 
and  here  foiuid  plenty  of  work  among  the  eurly 
settlers,  being  himself  one  of  the  very  first  to 
locate  in  Oakland  County,  where  he  resided  until 
his  death  which  took  place  in  December,  1862. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  before  her  marriage,  a 
Miss  Fannie  Whipple,  a  most  honorable  name  in 
the  early  history  of  Michigan  and  one  having 
some  brilliant  representatives  who  are  living  at 
the  present  time.  She  was  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  died  in  Oakland  County  on  the  old 
home  place  that  her  father  had  taken  up  from  the 
Government.  She  was  the  mother  of  seven  chil- 
dren, there  being  four  sons  and  three  daughters, 
whose  names  are  as  follows:  Mary  Follett,  Chester 
O..  Amanda,  Simeon  1).  W.,  Martin  B.,  Joseph  W. 
and  Martha.  The  eldest  daughter  died  while  in 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.  Cliester  resides  in  Howell,  I^iv- 
injjston  County.  Amanda  is  the  wife  of  William 
Hammond,  and  resides  in  ClarksUm,  Oakland 
County,  Mich.  Simeon  lives  in  Flint.  Martin 
lives  in  Holly,  Oakland  County,  and  is  the  owner 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  fine  land  which 
he  has  under  cultivation.  Martlia  is  the  wife  of 
Sanford  Hilderbrant,  and  is  a  resident  of  Hartland 
Township.  Our  subject  is  the  sixth  child  in  order 
of  birth,  and  the  fourth  son.  He  was  a  wee 
toddler  when  his  parents  came  to  this  State,  not 
old  enough  to  realize  anything  but  the  fun  and 
novelty  of  their  situation.  On  the  way  hither  his 
father  carried  him  on  his  back  eighteen  miles,  and 
his  earliest  recollection  is  of  their  home  in  the  little 
log  house  that  his  grandfather  had  built  in  In- 
dei)endence  Township,  Oakland  County.  They 
';  had  not  an  over  supply  of  worldly  posses-^ions  or 
filthy  lucre,  and  were  obliged  to  pawn  their  goods 
to  get  through,  but  the  little  log  house,  thougii 
filled  almost  to  overflowing  with  the  grown  people 
and  children,  was  the  a])idi ng  place  of  groat  hearts 
that  were  undaunted  by  such  ()h.slncles  a.s  they  en- 
countered, and  was  the  scene  of  the  warmest  affec- 
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lion  and  true  content,  and  aIthoujLi:Ii  tlie  first 
winter  was  nieinomhle  heeau.se  of  its  severity  and 
the  fact  that  so  many  were  crowded  into  such  a 
small  spaces  it  was  hri^litened  hy  an  immense  fire- 
place, which,  however,  had  hut  a  stick  chimney. 

The  father  of  our  suliject  set  alK)ut  clearint^: 
up  the  farm  and  as  the  openings  widened  and 
the  ground  was  enriched  with  the  charred  em- 
l)ei*s  of  stumps  and  logs,  he  set  out  a  fine 
orchard  that  afterward  yielded  a  rich  harvest, 
although  at  that  time  fruit  was  a  luxury  that  could 
be  enjoyed  !»y  hut  few.  Both  the  maternal  grand- 
jmrents  and  our  subject's  mother  passed  away  on 
this  place.  Mr.  Burgess  continued  to  rt^side  with 
his  father  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  at 
which  time  he  determined  to  set  out  in  the  world 
for  hims<jlf.  He  had  at  that  time  a  yoke  of  steei-s 
and  twelve  shilling>^  in  money.  The  proud  pos^es- 
s(n'  of  thes<*  riches,  he  went  to  Hamburg.  His  first 
investment  was  in  forty  acres  of  land,  which  he 
sold  and  ujxm  which  he  made  4^1  TiO.  Ho  then 
went  back  and  bought  forty  acre.**  of  the  old  lK)me- 
stead  and  remained  there  for  about  three  veal's, 
during  which  time  he  was  engaged  in  improving 
the  place.  In  18.^.5  he  came  to  Ilartland  Townshij), 
and  located  on  si»ction  81,  where  he  ))urchjised  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  rcmaiiiini; 
there  one  year.  After  that  he  made  several  trades, 
owning  at  different  times  here  three  farms,  placing 
improvements  on  each  and  building  good  houses. 
Mr.  Huri^eN<  l(K*ated  where  he  now  resides  in  \HVAK 
Here  he  has  a   farm  of   one   hundred   an<l  twenty- 

• 

seven  acres,  most  of  which  is  under  cultivation. 
He  erected  his  present  resident  in  1^^77,  at  a  co>t 
of  *2,»5(M).  It  is  a  line  two-story  frame  dwelling, 
substantial  and  attractive  in  build  and  style.  He 
has  built  good  and  commodious  barns  and  out- 
houses on  his  place  and  in  fact  has  a  first  class  farm 
that  is  free  of  all  incumbrance. 

On  July  f),  18;*)(),  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
ried in  Independent  Township,  Oakland  County, 
to  Miss  Mary  Jacobs,  a  native  of  this  State,  haviui^ 
iKien  born  in  (ienoa  Township,  Livingston  County, 
December  28.  18;5I),  where  she  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated. They  have  one  son  whose  name  is  Melvin 
J.  He  was  born  October  10,  18;VJ,  and  resides 
with  his  j)arent.s  at  home,  assisting  his  father  wMth 


conducting  the  work  of  the  farm.     He  of  whom 
we  write  is  a  DenuK*rat  in   his  i)oIitical    following. 
He  hjis  lK»en   Highway  Commissicmer  and    ij?  very 
well  known  in  this  cminty,  Ix^ing  a  geiiial,   affable 
man,  whose  interested  and  sympathies  an*   with   his 
neighboi's   and    fellow   men.     Our  subject    is    the 
owner  of  some  fine  stock  of  registered  Jerseys,  and 
lijis  purdnised  horses  in  Ohio  that  arc  of   purest 
breeding.     He    matches   teams   and   sells  them  in 
Detroit.     He  liju<  done  a  general  business  in   the 
county    and    township   in    threshing,    having    for 
years  had  almost  a  monoi)oly  of  that  industry,  and 
having  found  it  to  l»e   quite  profitable.     lie  has 
been  the  owner  of  three  new  threshing  machines 
that  were  of  the  latest  and  most  approved   style. 
Our   subject    was   drafted    in    the    latt^    war,    but 
furnished  a    sulx**itute  at  the  expenses  of   Jj?  1,000 
and  also  helped  clear  the  town  of  every  call. 


X 


/f^  II  A  R  L  i:s    Sl'LLlVAN,    a  represi^utative 

-  '^..  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  residing  on  section 
23.  L(K'ke  Township,  Ingham  County,  was 
b(un  July  (>,  18 1(5,  in  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio. 
His  father,  James  Sullivan,  is  still  living,  and  i>  a 
native  of  New  York,  an<l  the  mother  Nancy  A. 
(Crowell)  Sullivan,  was  born  in  New  Knsrland  and 
has  now  passed  from  earth. 

When  only  two  years  of  age  our  subjiM^'t  miirnit- 
ed  with  his  parents  to  Ionia  County,  M ich.,  wlu'iu-e 
they  came  a  little  lat<'r  to  Inirham  County  and 
made  their  home  ui)on  the  farm  where  Charles 
Sullivan  now  resides.  The  father  is  now  in  his 
seventy-third  year  and  greatly  enjoys  seeing  the 
improvements  which  have  been  made  throughout 
all  this  region,  since  the  early  pioneer  days  when 
he  underwent  hardships  in  the  primeval  forest.^ 
Of  his  six  children  five  are  living,  namely:  Eme- 
linc,  wife  of  (Jardner  Rice;  Charles;  Ali)honzo. 
Henjamin,  and  Eva,  wife  of  John  A.  Cox.  The 
son  who  has  departed  this  life  was  William  who 
died  while  in  the  service  of  his  country.  The 
mother  ended  herearthly  career  February  24,  1884. 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   ALBUM. 


785 


C'liarU's  Sullivan  had  his  early  trai]iiii<>:  f4>r  life 
in  the  woods  of  Ingham  County  and  his  education 
was  obtained  in  the  public  schools.  He  has  been  a 
thorough  and  systematic  reader  throughout  life 
and  has  largely  broadened  his  view  of  men  an<l 
things,  through  access  to  bo<jks  and  j)aiK»i*s.  His 
marriage  occurred  January  2(),  18(57,  his  bride  Iwing 
Kliza  Chambers,  daughter  of  (ieorge  Chaml)t»rs, 
English  people  who  cjime  to  this  State  before  the 
birth  of  their  daughter.  Mr.  Sullivan  owns  a  fine 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  foi'ty  acres  and  his  pro- 
perty has  lK*en  largely  gained  through  liis  own 
industry  and  good  management. 

The  Metliodist  Ei)iscopal  Church  is  the  religious 
bo<ly  with  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sullivan  are  active- 
ly connected,  and  the  political  views  of  this  gentle- 
man ally  him  with  the  Republican  party.  His 
mother  died  February  21,  1881,  and  his  father  who 
is  a  septuagenarian,  is  one  of  thcoldest  pioneei*s  of 
L(x*ke  Townshi[).  The  home  and  the  farm  of  Mr. 
Sullivan  are  among  the  finest  in  this  vicinitv  and 
it  is  the  center  of  much  hospitality  aiul  social  life. 
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<*^^7  LEXAXDER  MONROE.  Among  the  solid 
business  men  of  Leroy  Township,  Ingham 
County,  the  judgment  of  no  one  is  more 
respected  and  sought  than  that  of  him 
whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  Far- 
sighted,  discreet,  prudent,  an<l  with  high  executive 
ability,  he  is  well  qualified  to  take  the  lead  in  mat- 
ters of  finance  or  local  government  among  his  co- 
laborei*s.  He  is  a  native  of  New  York  State,  having 
iK^en  born  in  Ontiiiio  Countv, 'lulv  28,  1825.  He 
is  a  son  of  Lemuel  and  3[artha  (Rolin)  Monroe. 
His  father  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  being  about 
sixteen  yeai*s  of  age  when  he  joined  the  army.  He 
was  also  in  the  War  of  1812.  and  one  of  his  sons, 
Archibald  Monroe,  a  half-brother  of  our  subject, 
gave  his  life  a  sacrifice  to  the  freedom  of  his  coun- 
try in  the  battle  of  (^ueenstown  Heights  in  which 
the  father  also  fought.  ^Lany  of  the  exclusive 
four  hundred  of  New  York  who  make  much  of 
their  ancestry  as  is  now  the  fashion,  have  not  so 


good  a  claim  to  the  respect  of  loyal  Americans  as 
has  he  of  whom  we  write,  his  father  l>eing  a  twice 
loval  siMvitor  of  the  Continental  arm  v.  On  the 
paternal  side  of  his  house  Mr.  Monroe  is  Scotch. 

Our  subject's  sire  was  three  times  married  and 
he  was  the  father  of  a  large  family  of  children,  of 
whom  five  onlv  now  survive.     Thev  are;  Francis, 

»  ft 

Elmira,  A]>igail,  James  and  Alexander.  He  of 
whom  we  write  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  na- 
tive county  and  State.  His  education  was  of  the 
most  desultory  character,  having  early  to  give  liis 
time  and  attention  to  the  work  of  the  faim.  When 
only  t4Mi  years  of  age  he  was  ]H)und  out  to  Judge 
Smith,  of  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  an<l  remained 
with  him  until  he  reached  yeai-s  of  majority.  The 
slight  advantages  that  he  had  in  an  educational 
way,  were  supplemented  by  study  in  the  wintc^r 
evenings  by  the  light  of  the  open  fireplace. 

About  1847  the  original  of  our  sketch  wime  to 
JJvingston  County,  Mich.^  and  resided  there  a 
number  of  years.  He  then  cleared  a  farm,  which 
he  improved  toscmie  extent  but  gave  up  in  order  to 
remove  to  Inii'ham  Countv  and  in  1851)  he  settled 
upon  the  place  where  he  at  pre.^ent  resides,  having 
transformed  it  from  it^  original  wild  state  to  that 
of  the  most  finished  agricultural  work.  He  was 
married  October  25,  1850,  his  bride  being  Charlotte 
Smith.  She  lH)re  him  two  children — Selden  and 
Dwight,  lK>th  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mi-s. 
Charlotte  Monroe  departed  this  life  April  7,  1890. 
For  so  manv  years  the  sympathetic  and  tender 
companion  of  her  husband's  career,  a  great  void  has 
been  left  in  his  life  by  her  decease. 

Mr.  Monroe  is  the  proprietor  and  owner  of  one 
hundred  acres  of  fine  land  that  is  mostly  under 
cultivation.  He  has  served  as  Township  Commis- 
sioner, filling  the  office  to  the  satisfaction  of 
his  constituents.  A  Republican  in  his  political 
ctmvictitHi,  our  subject  has  the  greatest  faith  in 
the  futine  prosperity  of  the  country  luider  the 
execution  of  the  laws  as  enacted  by  his  i)arty. 
He  is  a  progressive  and  public-spirited  man,  ready 
and  anxious  to  do  all  that  is  for  the  advantage  of 
individual  or  general  prosperity  in  his  district. 
JJlxM*al  in  his  religious  views,  our  subject's  wife 
wiis  during  her  life  a  meml)er  of  the  Methodist 
Protestant  Church.     Mr.  Monroe  is  a  fine  ty|)e  of 
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the  Wolverine  pioneer  and  is  greatly  resi)eeted  hy 
all  who  know  him.  We  take  great  pleasure  in  pre- 
senting him  in  this  Albim  to  the  notice  of  many 
who  know  and  highly  regard  him. 


R  WILLIAM  DrNX  COOPER.  T\m 
'^  prominent  professional  man  of  Lansing, 
/i^fe^  Ingham  County,  having  his  office  at  No. 
218  South  Washington  Street,  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Homeopathic  Department  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan.  He  took  his  diploma  in  the 
Class  of  '83  and  for  awhile  followed  general  prac- 
tice, but  now  gives  his  special  attention  Xaj  surgery, 
particularly  in  the  line  of  the  treatment  of  can- 
cers, which  he  treats  lK>th  surgically  and  by  medi- 
cinal remedies  as  the  case  may  demand.  He  has 
associated  with  him  Mr.  J.  F.  Coolev. 

Dr.  Cooper  was  born  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  Novem- 
iHir  D,  1859,  and  is  the  son  of  Elijah  N.  and  Ella 
(Owen)  Cooi>er.  When  young  the  parents  cnme 
to  Hillsdale,  this  State,  and  his  father,  who  was  a 
physician  and  surgeon  locAtt^d  successively  in 
various  parts  of  the  State.  The  young  man  de- 
cided to  foUow  his  father's  profession  and  read 
medicine  with  him,  taking  his  lectiu-es  at  the  Tni- 
versity  of  Michigan  from  which  he  was  graduated 
as  we  have  iKjfore  said. 

The  young  doctor  hx-ated  first  foi*  general  prac- 
tice at  Wayne,  this  State,  and  took  such  cases  as 
came  to  him,  yet  all  the  time  pui*suing  his  special 
studies  in  surgery  and  perfecting  himself  in  that 
branch  of  the  healing  art,  following  up  his  re- 
searches which  his  special  studies  at  the  university 
had  (►pened  up  to  him.  Immediately  after  his 
<rraduation  he  had  served  as  assistant  U)  the  Chair 
of  Obstetrics  and  (ivnecolo<rv  and  after  that  went 
to  Wayne,  llis  exceptional  advantages  had  i)re- 
pared  him  for  his  life  work  and  two  yeai-s  later  he 
removed  to  Landing  and  opened  his  otlice  here. 
Before  settling  down  to  work  he  took  a  vacation 
and  a  trij)  to  the  South  which  refreshed  and  re-in- 
vigorated the  young  student  and  prepared  him  for 
the  hard  work  to  which  he  had  settled  for  life.  He 


is  having  exwUent  succ^ess  with  his  special  cases 
and  is  building  up  a  growing  practice.  His  stand- 
ing in  the  profession  is  evinwd  by  his  meml>ei"ship 
in  various  societies  of  repute,  as  he  lielong^s  to  the 
Internati<mal  Hahnemann  Society  and  the  Ameri- 
can Institute  of  Homeopathy  as  well  as  the  State 
Society. 

Dr.  E.  N.  Cooper,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
lH)rn  near  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  i*ead  medicine  at 
.Jackson,  Mich.,  taking  his  degree  in  Ann  Arbor. 
He  pursued  his  practice  through  life  and  up  to  the 
date  of  his  death,  which  took  place  in  Jackson,  in 
1880.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  when  he 
was  (piiti*  young,  and  he  has  only  one  sister — Katt* 
— wife  of  ria  Mead,  of  Battle  Creek.  Dr.  Coo|H»r 
stjinds  high  in  the  social  circles  of  Lansing,  and  it 
is  the  hope  of  his  friend^  that  before  long  he  will 
establish  a  lumie  here  by  choosing  a  companion 
whose  amiable  traits  and  high  character  will  match 
his  own  and  whose  influence  will  add  still  more  to 
the  high  rejniUition  which  he  beai-s  anumg  his  fel- 
low-citizens. 
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OIIN  -W.  SM ALLEY.  Among  the  repre- 
sentative and  successful  farmei*s  of  Handy 
Township,  Livingston  County,  the  name  of 
John  W.  Snialley  may  well  api>ear,  as  his 
small  and  well  cultivated  farm  of  tifty  acres  on 
section  21,  beai's  every  mark  of  the  hand  of  a  pro- 
<rressive  and  systematic  farmer.  Mr.  Smallev  is  a 
Wolverine  by  birth,  haviny  entered  this  life  in 
Lodi,  Washtenaw  County,  in  I88G.  His  parents 
grew  up  and  were  married  in  the  Empire  Stati', 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  the  year  of  1885,  settling 
in  Washtenaw  County.  The  father,  David  Smallev 
here  engaged  in  farming  and  having  a  line  traet 
of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres  carried  it  on  sue- 
cessfullv  until  death  ended  his  lalKU's.  He  was  an 
influential  man  in  his  township  and  filled  the  of- 
fices of  Sui)ervisor  and  Treasurer  therein  with 
great  credit  to  himself  and  profit  to  the  citizens  of 
the  township.     His   excellent    wife,    who  bore  the 
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iiiaideii  name  of  Rebecca  McDugal,  was  born  in 
New  York  and  l)ecaine  the  mother  of  four  children, 
(icortje,  John,  Mary  and  James.  Slie  is  still  living 
in  Washtenaw  County. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  no  politician,  yet 
was  deeply  interested  in  public  affairs  and  voted 
the  Democratic  ticket.  lie  was  a  sincere  and  earn- 
est Christian  and  a  believer  in  the  doctrines  of  the 
Seventh  Day  Baptists.  Ilis  farming  operations 
were  imusually  successful  and  he  became  a  man  of 
wealth.  He  accomplished  much  serious  pioneer 
work  and  cleared  and  improved  a  large  tract  of 
land.  His  father,  Henry  Smalle}'  was  a  New  Jer- 
sey man  who  came  West  with  bis  son  David  and 
remained  with  him  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He 
was  keenly  interested  in  politics  and  was  a  worker 
for  the  Democratic  party.  His  death  took  place 
on  election  day  and  his  last  words  were  "how  goes 
the  electicm?'*  He  had  been  a  Revolutionary  sol- 
dierand  felt  a  keen  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
country  he  had  helped  to  free  from  the  British 
rule. 

The  boyhood  of  John  W.  Smalley  was  passed 
upon  the  farm  in  Washtenaw  County  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  and  he  there  took 
his  schooling.  He  then  with  his  brother  John 
took  charge  of  the  old  homestead  and  they  worked 
it  together  for  six  years,  after  which  he  came  to 
Handy  Township  and  settled  upon  eighty  acres  of 
land  where  he  now  lives.  This  was  in  18r)7,  and 
sinw  that  time  he  has  disposed  of  some  thirty 
acres  of  that  land.  He  has  cleared  off  his  farm 
and  placed  upon  it  good  sulwtantial  buildings  and 
other  fii*st  class  improvements. 

Upon  Mr.  Smalley 's  farm  one  may  always  find 
an  excellent  grade  of  cattle  and  hoi-ses.  He  pays 
especial  attention  to  Jei*sey  cattle  and  his  sheep 
and  hogs  are  well-kept  and  of  good  breeds.  Vaii- 
ous  t<^)wnship  oHices  have  been  given  into  his 
hands  and  he  has  executed  the  duties  j)ertaining 
to  them  with  judgment  and  success,  so  that  the 
residents  of  the  township  feel  great  confidence  in 
his  practical  ability. 

Nothing  in  the  life  of  Mr.  Smalley  is  more 
worthy  of  note  than  his  marriage  in  1856,  as  he 
was  then  united  with  Miss  Margaret  Boy  land,  a 
native  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  the  daughter  of 


Jacob  Boy  land.  To  her  were  granted  three  chil- 
dren, and  two  of  them  are  still  living.  The  oldest 
son,  David  W.  is  unmarned  but  William  H.,  was 
some  years  ago  united  with  Miss  Katie  Havelaud 
of  Iosco  Township  and  has  two  charming  children 
Guy  and  Myra.  Mi*8.  Margaret  Smalley  passed 
from  earth  in  1885  and  Mr.  Smalley  was  a  second 
time  married.  The  present  Mrs.  Sraalle}^  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Emma  Zimmerman  and  she  was  a 
resident  of  Washtenaw  County,  Mich.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Frederick  Zimmerman,  for  whom  she 
has  named  her  only  child,  Frederick.  He  of  whom 
we  write  is  interested  in  all  movements  pertaining 
to  the  welfare  of  the  farming  community  and  is 
an  active  member  of  the  Ci range.  The  Democratic 
party  in  its  declarations  has  embodied  the  political 
principles  in  which  Mr.  Smalley  believes,  and  he 
casts  his  vote  for  the  candidates  of  that  lK>dy. 
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L-5^5^HOMAS  WOULDS.  Among  the  self-made 
men  of  Livingston  County  none  deserve 
greater  credit  than  the  subject  of  this 
notice,  who  is  in  possession  of  a  comfortable 
amount  of  this  world's  goods,  obtained  by  hard 
lalK>r  and  good  management.  At  the  beginning, 
when  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  he  made  it 
a  rule  to  live  within  his  income,  and  this  resolve, 
closely  followed,  has  given  him  an  independence 
than  which  there  is  no  more  pleasant  feeling  in 
the  world.  In  possession  of  a  fine  home  and  a 
si)lendid  family,  together  with  the  respect  of  his 
fellow-men,  he  surely  has  much  to  make  life  desir- 
able. His  oc*cupation  through  life  has  l>een  prin- 
cipally agriculture,  and  he  has  made  his  own  way 
in  the  world  since  he  was  ten  yeai"s  old. 

The  i)arents  of  our  subject,  Rol.)ert  and  Eliza- 
beth Woulds,  were  natives  of  Lincolnshire,  Eng- 
land, where  their  son  Thomas  was  born  Noveml)er 
14,  1826.  He  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and 
as  the  nearest  school  was  three  miles  distant,  his 
educational  advantages  were  limited,  and  he  is 
mainly  self-educated.  For  a  short  time  he  lived 
with    an    uncle,   and    at   the    age  of   thirteen   he 
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worked  out  on  Ji  farm  for  £\  per  year.  When 
lie  was  of  age  lie  entered  the  raih'oad  employ, 
and  worked  on  a  railroad  for  nearly  two  years, 
thus  IxMn"  enabled  to  save  some  mime  v.  In  the 
fall  of  1852  he  embarked  f4)r  the  United  States, 
and  after  a  monottmous  voyage  of  six  weeks  he 
arrived  at  the  harbor  of  New  York. 

Thence  Mr.  Woulds  proceeded  to  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  worked  on  a  farm  in  VVavne  County. 
The  year  1804  marked  his  arrival  in  Michigan, 
when  going  to  Pontiae  he  purchased  a  team  and 
went  to  Milford.  He  remained  for  a  time,  work- 
ing for  (iov.  Hingham  on  a  farm  in  (ireen  Oak 
Township,  this  county.  On  June  28,  18;')!,  he 
lK)ught  a  farm  in  Brighton  Township,  on  section 
15,  and  removing  thereto  he  commenced  the  work 
of  improvement.  In  185(5  he  piu'chased  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  where  he  now  lives,  and  has 
since  devoted  his  attention  assiduously  to  clear- 
ing  and  improving  the  place,  embellishing  it  with 
a  substantial  set  of  farm  buildings,  and  making  it 
OIK  of  the  finest  estates  in  the  townshii). 

In  the  fall  of  1852,  about  f<nir  weeks  before  he 
si't  sail  for  America,  Mr.  Woulds  was  married  to 
Hannah  Ab]>ott,  who,  like  himself,  was  a  native  of 
England.  Their  married  life  has  Ikhmi  ccmgenial, 
and  they  have  established  a  solid  reputation 
among  their  neighbors  for  their  sincere  hos|)itality 
and  kindly  manners.  Politically.  Mr.  Woulds  is  a 
Democrat,  although  he  is  by  no  means  an  oll'.cc 
seeker,  preferring  the  (piiet  of  home  life  to  the  ex- 
citement of  ofllcial  duties.  lie  now  owns  one 
huncbed  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  well  cultivated, 
and,  with  its  various  buildings,  comprising  (»n<*  of 
the  best  homesteads  in  the  coiunnnity. 
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r(;rSTrs  A.  IIOWAKI).  The  main  lea- 
tures  of  our  subject's  life  are  those  of 
many  another,  having  had  but  few  o|)por- 
tunities  as  a  boy.  His  educational  advan- 
tages, though  consistinii:  of  but  three  inoiitlis  in 
each  year  and  such  odd  times  as  he  could  be  spared 
from  the  (biti(»s  of  a  farm,  were  improved  as  far  as 


possi])le  and  in  later  years,  possc\ssed  of  a  .strong 
individuality  and  jR^rsevei-ance,  he,  by  reading  and 
investigation,  so  brcxidened  and  enlarged  his  earlier 
studies  as  to  ]H»c<mie  an  intelligent  student  of  the 
topics  of  the  day  as  well  as  a  wide-awake  hiisinoKs 
man. 

Augustus  A.  Howard,  who  has  one  of  the  larg<>t 
and  nuKst  iK)pular  grocery  and  crockery  houses  in 
the  city  of   Mason,  Iiigtiam  County,  was  l)orn   in 
Perrysburg,  Ohio,  January  30,  1826,  in    the  early 
days  of  the  pioneei-s  of  the  Maumee  Valley.      He 
is  the  eldest  scm  of  Robert  A.  andPrisoilla  (Nelsen) 
Howard,  who  were  natives  of  New  York,  emigrat- 
ing to  the  Buckeye  State  as  early  as  1822.     Their 
son   was   reared   on  a  farm  acquiring   the  stuniy 
characteristics  of  the  early  settlers,  and  liere,  also, 
in  the   immediate  neighborhood  she  who  was  des- 
tined in  later  veai-s  to  share  with  him  the  burdens 
and  cares  of   life  was   reared.     As   children    and 
young    people  they  were  schoolmates  and,  when 
growing  to  manhood  and  womanhood,  recognized 
in  each  other  an  atlinity  and  concluded   to  make 
the  journey  of  life  together.     They  were  married 
DecemU^r  31,  184IKat  which  time  the  gi*oom  was 
about  twenty-four  veai*s  of  age.     The  bride,  Sarah 
Anna  (iraham,  was  the   daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Anna  ( Norton)  (Jraham,  and  was  lK>rn  in  the  State 
of  New  V<nk  March  23,  1826.     Her  mother  was  a 
native  of  Canada,  her  father's  early  history  beinu 
surrounded  with  a  halo  of  mystery  and  romance  or 
even  tragedy.      As  near  as  his  memory  would   per- 
mit, at  about  eight  or  nine  years  of  age  while  with 
his  younircr  sister,  standing  im  the  dock  at  his  na- 
tivc   home  either  in   Kngland  or  Scotland,  he  was 
induced    by  the   Captain   to  go  on  board  a  vessel 
lying   near  at   hand.     The  vessel  was  so<m  put  to 
sea    bearing  the  st<^)len  chihl   whose  only  farewell 
was  the  tears  of  anast<mished  and  frightened  sister 
remaining  on   the  dock.     As  the  Captain  always 
treated    him  very  kindly,  requiring  no  work  fnmi 
him  and  favoring  him  with  undue  attcmtion  it  was 
the  conclusion  of  his  later  veal's  that  the  abduction 
was  the  plan  of  a  ste|>-mother  to  favor  the   pro]>- 
crtN   interests  of  her  own  children. 

* 

Missed  by  his  father,  the  latter  wrote  toa  brother 
residing  on  an  island,  the  name  of  which  has  been 
forgotten,  to  watch    ]»assing  vessels,  find   the    boy 
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and  see  to  his  safe  return  home.  He  was  found, 
placed  in  care  of  a  friendly  captain  homeward 
bound.  The  boat  was  cajitured  by  the  Alt^erians 
and  all  on  board  taken  prisonei*s,  but  before  reach- 
ing land  they  were  ship-wrecked.  The  lad  was 
picked  up,  taken  in  charge  l)y  an  English  lady  on 
her  way  to  America  and  soon  landed  in  New  York. 

After  Mr.  Howard's  marriage  he  remained  at  the 
old  homestead  assisting  at  the  farm  for  alK>ut  two 
years  and  then  launched  into  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness  at  Bryan,  Ohio,  o|x>ning  a  dry-goods  store  in 
partnership  with  a  brother.  He  was  thus  occupied 
for  about  three  years,  but  through  the  disastrous 
influence  of  what  is  known  as  '* wildcat  specula- 
tion'' they  lost  their  stock.  He  afterward  removed 
to  Butler.  Ind.,  in  which  place  he  was  engaged  in 
various  branches  of  mercantile  business  for  about 
eight  years,  sometimes  on  salary  and  sometimes  in 
in  business  for  himself. 

In  1867  our  subject  removed  from  Butler  to 
Mason,  this  State,  where  he  became  engaged  in 
general  merchandise  with  J.  L.  Isherwood,  whicli 
firm  continued  for  some  three  yeai*s.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  tim^they  sold  out  their  stock  and 
good-will  to  Horatio  IVatt  and  Mr.  Howard  re- 
mained with  him  two  years.  The  four  succeeding 
years  he  s[)ent  in  the  West,  nineteen  months  as 
sul)-agent  at  Ft.  I^ndall.  Dak.,  serving  under  his 
])rother  who  was  the  I  jiited  States  Indian  Agent 
to  the  Spotted  Tail  Sioux;  eighteen  months  on  the 
North  Platte,  in  the  vicinity  of  Ft.  Laramie,  dur- 
ing  the  Sitting  Bull  war  and  massacre  of  (ien. 
Custer  and  his  command,  and  the  balance  of  the 
time  assisting  in  tlie  removal  of  the  I'onca  Indians 
from  Dakota  to  Indian  Territ<>ry. 

On  his  return  to  the  Central  States  our  subject 
again  came  to  Mason  and  launched  into  mercantile 
business  associated  with  N.  A.  J)unning.  After 
dissolving  this  partnership  he  and  his  son  opened 
their  present  business  house  under  the  firm  name 
of  Howard  cVr  Son,  in  April,  18H().  To  Mr. nnd  Mrs. 
Howard  were  born  three  children,  two  of  whom 
are  now  living.  A  son,  VV'.  E.,  was  born  April  11, 
1852,  and  is  now  equal  partner  in  the  business  here 
carried  on.  He  is  married,  his  wife  haviuif  been 
in  her  maiden  days  Alice  J.  Wheelock,  born  at  De 
Peyster,  N.  Y.,  in  18;>4.     Their  marriage  was  cele- 


brated at  Parma,  Mich.,  in  April,  1880;  they  have 
two  children — M.  Bertha  and  Frances  A.  Mr. 
Howard's  youngest  child  is  Mary  Priscilla.  born  in 
1860  at  Butler,  Ind.  She  was  educated  at  Mason 
and  after  completing  the  regular  course  spent  four 
yeai-s  in  teaching.  She  was  married  March  i),  188.5, 
to  Dr.  S.  H.  Culver,  a  graduate  of  the  Regular 
Department  of  the  Univei-sity  of  Michigan,  and 
who  h:is  acquired  a  large  practice  at  Mason. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  a  Republican  of 
the  Whig  style,  and  the  confidence  which  his  fel- 
low-townsmen repose  in  his  integrity  and  honor  is 
shown  by  the  fact  that  he  has  been  the  incuml)ent 
of  most  importjint  [)ositions  in  the  city,  as  City 
Collector  and  Treasurer.  He,  with  his  wife  and 
daughter, are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
his  own  and  his  wife's  meml>ership  dating  from 
1857.  For  years  he  has  l)een  prominent  in  church 
work,  having  been  Elder  since  I860,  and  is  now 
Senior  Elder  in  the  church  at  Mason. 


AMl'EL  SKA  DAN.  It  is  gratifying  to  the 
historian  to  recount  the  experiences  of  the 
early  pioneei-s  in  the  Wolverine  State, 
and  especially  to  tell  the  story  of 
those  who  are  still  remaining  in  our  midst, 
whose  life  work  has  extended  over  most  of  what 
has  passed  in  the  present  century.  These  plain 
and  simple  annals  do  not  sound  the  trumpet  to 
announce  great  and  world-famous  deeds  but  they 
recount  the  story  of  quiet,  unostentatious  lives 
which  have  been  made  emphatic  by  truth  and  jus- 
tice, industry  and  uprightness. 

The  pioneer  whose  name  api>eai-s  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch,  and  who  resides  on  section  K3,  Ingham 
Township,  Ingham  County,  wjis  born  in  Newberg, 
Orange  County,  N.  V.,  November  28,  1808.  His 
honored  parents,  John  and  Christian  (Jayne  )Ska- 
dan,  natives  of  New  York  and  Rhode  Island, 
respectively,  were  mariied  at  Florida,  Orange 
County,  N.   Y.,  and  removed  in    1822  to  Cayuga 
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County,  where  they  .settled  in  Sennett  Townjiliip, 
not  far  from  Aiihurn.  Here  the  father  passed  away 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  on  March  9,  1824, 
and  his  widow  remained  upon  the  homestead  until 
she  reached  the  very  advanced  age  of  ninety -one 
years,  when  lier  spirit  took  its  flight  to  itslieavenly 
home,  .luly  4,  1868.  liesides  his  work  as  a  farmer, 
John  Skadan  had  followed  the  vocation  of  a  wheel- 
right.  In  iK)Iitics  he  followed  the  doctrines  of  I)e 
Witt  Clinton,  whose  career  as  (iovenior  of  the 
Empire  StaW  he  watched  with  great  pride. 

Thirteen  children  were  the  numl)er  that  gathered 
al>out  the  hearthstone  in  this  New  York  home,  and 
they  lK)re  the  names  of  Dency,  Rolwrt,  William, 
Mary  A.,  Jane,  Kannie,  Samuel,  Jane,  Eliza,  Cath- 
erine, Charles,  John  and  Edmund.  Our  subject 
and  his  sisters  Jane  (the  younger),  and  Catherine 
are  the  onlv  survivors  of  this  numerous  flock. 
I'ntil  he  reached  the  age  of  fourteen  the  ]>oy  re- 
mained in  Newbergand  tlien  went  with  his  parents 
U)  Stinnett,  Cayuga  County,  where  he  was  reared 
uj)on  the  farm  and  received  a  sound  common- 
sch(H)l  education.  He  remained  at  home  until  he 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  when  he  mar- 
ried and  made  a  home  for  himself  upon  the  farm 
near  his  parents,  until  the  spring  of  1837,  when  he 
removed  to  Coslioc'ton  County,  Ohio,  and  there  he 
lived  until  October.  1840,  when  he  removed  to 
Michigan. 

The  first  home  which  Mr.  Skadan  made  for  him- 
self in  this  State  was  situated  one-half  mile  south 
of  the  villa<i:e  of  Dansville.  Ini^liam  County,  and 
there  he  partially  clearcMl  up  a  small  farm  which  in 
\X\\  he  exchanged  for  the  property  where  he  now 
resides,  and  which  has  been  his  home  since  that 
time  with  the  exception  of  four  years,  which  he 
spent  in  Mason,  the  county  seat,  at  the  time  when 
he  filled  the  otlice  of  ( Ountv  Treasurer.  His  first 
purchase  comprised  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
and  he  now  lia>  one  hundred  and  ^eventv.  He 
found  this  land  a  wilderness  and  he  cleared  about 
one  half  of  it  in  hi>  early  life  here.  He  now  has 
one  hundred  and  forty  acres  cleared  and  improved 
and  has  been  a  >uccessful  an<l  judicious  farmer. 
His  fine  farm  and  good  improvements  testify  to  his 
skill  and  industry.  He  beo:an  life  with  nothing 
and  his   fiftv-<nie   n cars  of   service   upon    the  same 


farm  have  left  their  mark  upon  both  the  community 
and  his  own  surroundings. 

Our  subject  has  lieen   for  many  years  a  leading 
man  in  his  township,  l)eing  unusually  well-read  and 
well-informed  and  l>eing  known  far  and  wide  as  a 
judicious  and  thoughtful  man.     He  is  a  leader  in 
his  party  and  cast  his  first  Presidential   vote  for 
Andrew   Jackson,  which  he    has   followed    up  by 
a  straight  Demoemtic  vote  ever  since.     At  an  early 
day  he  served  as  Constable  in  New  York,  and  has 
l)een  in  oltice  most  of  the  time  since  he  came  to 
came  to  Michigan.     For  twenty-five  yeai*s  he  has 
l)een  the  Township  Supervisor,  and  in  1848  he  was 
elected  Treasurer  of  Ingham  County,  and  after  a 
service  of  two  vears  was  re-elected  in    1850.     He 
served  for  four  3'ears  as  Coroner  of  Ingham  County, 
and  almost  every  township  oflSce  has  been  his.     He 
was  President  of  the  Ingham  County  Fire  Insurance 
Company  for  ten  3'eai*s  and  is  still  one  of  its  mera- 
l)er8.     He  is  prominently  identified  with  the  order 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  which  he  has  taken 
the  Master's  degi'ce. 

Miss  Irena  Sheldon  a  native  of  Sennett,  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  became  Mrs.  Samuel  Skadan,  Janu- 
ary 9,  1832,  in  her  native  town.  She  was  born 
DecemlHM'  lo,  1808,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
an<l  Rachel  (Sheldon)  Sheldon,  both  natives  of 
New  England,  who  were  among  the  fii'st  settlers  of 
Sennett  Township,  Cayuga  County.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Skadan  were  l>orn  three  children,  Juliette,  Ix)u- 
isa  J.  and  Hiram  N.  The  mother  of  these  childrc^n 
passed  from  earth  March  8,  1848,  and  not  a  meml>er 
of  her  father's  family  is  now  living. 

Mr.  Skadan  was  a  second  time  married,  Sc»j>- 
temlKT  28,  1848,  to  Miss  Emeline  Sherman,  of  Ing- 
ham Township,  this  coimty.  She  was  a  native  of 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  bom  Septeml)er  2G, 
1838,  being  a  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Ruth  (Carr) 
Sherman,  both  natives  of  New  York.  One  child 
onlv  blessed  this  union — .lohn  W., and  Mrs  Skadan 
passed  from  earth  March  4,  1850.  Mercy  C.  At- 
wood  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  present  Mi-s. 
Skadan.  Her  union  with  our  subject  was  solemn- 
ized April  14,  1858,  in  Ingham  Township.  She  also 
is  a  native  of  Cayuga  County,  where  she  was  lx)ni 
May  3,  1824,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Zenos  and  Hiil- 
dah  Atwood.  of  whom  our  readers  will  find  fin*ther 
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partioulai's  in  the  life  sketch  of  M.  M.  Atwood, 
wliieh  is  to  he  found  elsewliere  in  this  volume. 
This  union  lias  l)een  blessed  b}'  the  birth  of  three 
cliildren,  Floyd  C.Samuel  F.  and  Jennie  I. 


•{••{.•{.•{.I 
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ILLIAM  F.  HANSEN.     The  city  of  Lan- 
sing   is   well   provided     with  pharmacies, 

yV/  ranging  in  eharaeter  from  the  dusty,  mys- 
terious looking  bottles  that  are  arrayed  along  the 
shelves  and  give  the  small  interiors  a  close  and 
Eastern  odor,  to  the  handsome  stores  with  great 
plate  glass  windows  in  which  are  displayed  in 
a  most  fascinating  order  the  choicest  jn'oduct«,  not 
only  of  the  chemist  and  pharmacist,  but  of  the 
manufacturer  and  from  the  sea-beautiful  sponges, 
biuhhes,  delicately  perfumed  powder,  toilet  articles 
of  all  descriptions  attract  the  attention  and  invite 
the  purchaser.  Then  there  is  the  soda  wat^r  foun- 
tain— that  ever  present  and  necessary  acccvssory  to 
a  druggist's  outfit,  and  l>ehind,  stowed  away  in 
mysterious  corners  as  well  as  dis[)layed  in  fascinat- 
ing cut-glass  bottles  are  cordials  and  simples  and 
com|)ounds  from  which  the  most  skilled  medical 
practitioner  can  have  his  prescriptions  filled.  Such 
a  place  is  the  establishment  of  the  gentleman  whose 
name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  and  whose  por- 
trait appeai-s  on  the  opposite  i)age. 

Mr.  Hansen  is  a  (Jerman  by  birth  and  ancestry, 
having  been  born  in  the  city  of  Hanover,  (ler- 
many,  April  11,  IKGO.  His  father  was  William 
HansiMi,  a  native  of  the  same  place,  and  his  pater- 
nal giandfather  was  (iottlieb  W.  Hansen,  who  was 
fiorn  in  Schleswig,  and  held  the  office  of  Mayor  of 
his  city  in  (iermany,  un<ler  Frederick  William  dur- 
ing  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  in  the  battle  of 
Waterloo  and  did  good  service.     Foi*  twenty-eight 

years  he  was  connected  with    the    niililarv  >ervice 

•  •  ■ 

in  (lerniany.  Kight  years  prior  to  his  decease  he 
retired  from  active  service  and  was  the  recipient  of 
a  pension.  Ilis  death  took  place  at  his  head(|uar- 
ters  in  Hanover.  Ilis  familv  was  of  Danish  dc- 
scent. 

Our  subject's  father   was  n    sni  I -cloth  manufact- 


urer in  the  city  of  Hanover.  Later,  in  1870,  he 
organized  a  large  cimipany  for  the  manufacture 
of  sail-cloth  by  machinery.  The  firm  was  chartered 
under  the  name  of  the  Hanover  Sail  <fr  Sock  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  and  of  this  he  was  Secretary 
until  about  1877,  at  which  time  he  sold  his  inter- 
est. His  death  occurred  in  1882,  when  he  was 
sixty-four  years  of  age.  Pei*sonally,  he  was  of 
magnificent  [)hysique,  being  finely  proportioned 
and  muscular,  although  light  and  active.  He  was 
a  graduate  of  the  Royal  ( 1  ymnasium,  and  a  man  of 
superior  intelligence  and  education.  After  leaving 
the  gymnasium  he  entered  the  Business  College. 
For  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  he  was  identified 
with  the  Lutheran  Church  work. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  ]>efore  her  marriage 
Miss  Adelheid  Hahn',  and  was  born  in  Claustahal 
in  the  Hartz  Mountains.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Col.  J.  W.  Hahn,  a  native  of  the  same  place.  He 
was  an  assistant  superintendent  of  the  Claustahal 
mines  and  was  a  practical  miner,  having  also  been 
a  graduate  of  the  Claustahal  Academy  of  Mining. 
He  ranked  as  Colonel  in  the  military  department. 
When  Hanover  was  taken  by  the  (Germans,  in 
1866,  Col.  Hahn  was  put  on  a  pension.  He  died 
in  Hanover,  having  served  in  the  (merman  Army 
as  a  Captain. 

Three  children  were  born  to  the  parents  of  our 
subject.  Albert  is  a  JJeutcnant  in  the  German 
Navv,  novv  staticmed  at  Keihl;  Oscar,  a  twin  brother 
of  our  subject,  is  a  graduate  of  the  (lOttingen 
Academy.  He  is  now  an  actor,  devoting  himself 
to  the  delineation  of  tragedy  and  has  acquired  a 
high  reputation  in  the  chosen  art.  Our  subject, 
the  youngest  child,  was  reared  in  Hanover  and 
ofraduated  fnmi  the  Royal  Gymnasium,  in  1879, 
when  ninet4»en  yeai-s  of  age.  He  then  opened  a 
drug  huse  in  Hanover,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
business  there  for  four  years.  In  1882,  he  entered 
the  Tnivei-sitv  at  Ileidleburg,  and  was  a  student 
there  for  one  year,  enjoying  all  the  advantjiges  of- 
fered in  that  hislf)ric  old  univei-sitv  city. 

In  1883,  Mr.  Hansen  left  his  native  land  and 
came  to  America,  setting  sail  from  Bremen,  No- 
vember 22,  on  the  steamer  "'Sailer."  There  was  a 
stormy  trip  which  lasted  twelve  days,  and  the  port 
of    New    York   was    hailed    with    pleasure.     After 
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landing  in  this  countrv,  inw  subject  made  a  trip 
throucjfh  New  York  an<l  then  came  on  to  Lansini;. 
where  he  wjis  in  the  em|>loy  of  Dr.  llahn. 
an  uncle  on  tlie  maternal  side.  He  continut'd  with 
him  in  the  drujj  business  for  one  year  and  the  next 
year  was  with  Northrop  tV  R(>bertson.  of  North 
Lansintj;.  In  1885  he  was  registered  as  a  phnrma- 
cist,  after  which  he  went  back  to  Mr.  Halm,  re- 
maining with  him  for  one  year,  the  following 
year  being  again  in  the  employ  of  Northrop  iV  \U)\h- 
ertson. 

In  May,  1887.  Mr.  Hansen  went  to  Kurope,  set- 
ting out  on  his  trans-Atlantic  trip  from  (Quebec, 
taking  the  Allen  line  of  steamei-s  to  Liverpool. 
After  a  leisurely  trip  through  Knglan<l  he  crosse<] 
through  Holland  an<i  Belgium,  then  procee<Ied 
througli  France,  after  which  he  went  \u  his  home 
in  (iermany  and  there  remained  for  two  months. 
He  then  went  trO  Mos<'OW,  liussia,  wm're  his  brother 
had  a  fourteen  days'  engagement  .in  the  theatre. 
Thence  he  went  to  St.  Petersburg  with  him,  and 
from  there  he  returned  to  (iermanv  and  remained 
one  month,  returning  to  America  through  Austria, 
Bohemia,  through  Switzerland  to  the  boiders  of 
Italy,  and  SeptemlK-r  22,  18H7,  left  Ihemen  for 
Baltimore,  and  on  his  way  to  Lansing  t<M)k  in 
Washington  and  cities  in  Maryland,  \'irgiiiia, 
Ohio  and  Michigan.  Mr.  Hcnscn  speaks  (ierman, 
Knglish  and  Krench  lluentlv  and  is  thorouirhlv 
conversant  with  tlie  manners  and  customs  <)f  these 
various  peoples  at  the  procnt  day. 

After  he  letunied  from  Kurope  our  subject 
served  as  a  clerk  in  the  drug  store  for  a  short  time, 
but  in  Ma\,  1881K  purchased 'the  stock  of  dim's 
from  Dr.  Hahn  and  continues  to  be  his  successor. 
He  has  relitled  the  store  and  increased  the  .-^tcK-k 
and  at  the  present  time  is  the  ])roprielor  of  one 
of  the  finest  pharmacies  in  the  city.  As  would  be 
expected,  Mr.  Hansen's  synipathic*^  an(l  interests 
are  closely  connected  with  the  Michiiran  Stuafs  Zr{. 
tung,  being  a  stockholdei-  in  the  concern.  He  i>  a 
member  of  the  company  owning  the  patent 
writrht  on  the  Rochester  Autonjatic  Li^htinir 
Company. 

Socially  our  subject  is  conn<'cte(l  with  several 
s(K'ieties.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  ()<ld    Fellows,   the    Ivniirhts   of  Pvthias.  and 


the  Knight.**  of  Honor,  and  is  also  an  active  niein- 
Iht  of  the  (ierman  Arbieter  S<H'iety.  In  lii.s  |K>lit- 
cal  following  he  is  a  Democmt.  Although  a  youns: 
man  and  a  foreigner,  Mr.  llensen  has  already  made 
himself  felt  in  the  community  fi»  l>eing  a  i>erson  of 
sterling  worth  and  high  intellectual  attainments. 
He  is  popular  and  much  liked  by  all  who  have 
the  pleasure  of  knowing  him.  His  place  of  busi- 
ness Is  known  its  the  Lion  Phannacy,  so  called  lie- 
causi^  of  his  sign  which  is  a  large  lion  i^ainpant. 


I  »    I  > 
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AMKS  R.  DART,  the  former  |K>pular  and 
,  eflicient  Sheriff  of  Ingham  County,  Mich., 
and  a  resilient  of  Webl>erville,  is  a  native  of 
St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  V.,  where  he  was 
born  March  I>.  18155.  His  pai-ent*,  Alfred  and  Jane 
(  Wright)  Dart,  were  both  natives  of  New  York  and 
his  grandfather  Dart  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812.  Our  subject  was  reared  in  his  native  county 
until  he  reached  the  age  of  eighteen  and  received 
a  good  education  which  has  aided  him  to  be  well- 
informed  uptm  all  general  topics.  Most  of  his 
youth  was  s|K»nt  upon  the  farm  although  he  was 
engairi'd  at  various  times  in  clerking  in  a  store.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  learned  the  millwright  trade 
in  .McKean  County,  Pa.,  and  followed  that  business 
for  several  years,  after  which  betook  up  lundK^ring 
for  (|uiti'  awhile. 

In  I8r)(;  the  young  man  came  to  Ingham  County. 
.Mich.,  and  for  seven  yeai^s  followed  the  lumlnT 
business  in  Lansing,  after  which  he  lo<.*ated  in 
Weberville  and  was  there  elected  Sheriff  of  Inirhani 
County  in  the  fall  of  1877.  He  tilled  this  ottice 
for  two  terms  with  credit  to  himself  and  his  con- 
stituents and  then  returned  from  the  county  seat 
to  Webberville  in  1881  and  has  since  made  that  his 
home.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
lumber  and  staves  and  for  awhile  was  in  the  mer- 
cantile business. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject,  which  o<*cinivd 
Anj^ust  II,  18,');"),  brought  to  his  home  OrphaP. 
Fi-'hcr.  who  was  lK)rn  Octoljer  10, 1831),  in  McKean 
County.  Pa.,  a  daughter  of  William  R.  au<l  Hriceus 
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(Farr)  Fisher.  Her  parentis  were  from  Vermont 
and  Massaehusetts,  respectively,  and  lier  grand- 
father Fislier  wjis  one  of  the  lieroes  of  lrtl2.  Be- 
fore her  marriage  she  had  spent  considerable  time 
ill  teaching.  To  her  have  been  born  four  children: 
Nellie  M.,  deceajr<ed;  (lertrnde  B.,  wife  of  Dr.  A.  B. 
Campl)ell,  of  Mason,  Mich.;  Rollin  C.and  Alfred  R. 
Mr.  Dart  is  identified  with  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Mjisonic  sticietv  at 
I^nsing,  and  Knights  Templar,  and  also  with  the 
Knights  of  Honor  at  Howell.  In  his  political 
views  and  actions  he  attiliates  with  the  Republican 
|)artvand  is  a  wide  awake  and  ])ublic-spirited  man. 
His  excellent  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  is  well 
cultivak»d  and  in  a  very  productive  condition.  F\>r 
nine  vears  out  of  the  last  tiMi  he  has  served  as  Pres- 
ident  of  the  Village  Council  of  Webberville  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  School  IVoard.  He  has  fre- 
quently been  a  delegate*  from  Leroy  Township  to 
the  State  and  county  conventions  of  the  Republi- 
can party  and  is  a  leader  of  thought  and  action  in 
that  pnrty  as  well  as  in  scK'ial  life. 
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"^llOSEPH  A.  RrsSKLL,  <me  of  the  old  set- 
tlers and  substantial  farmers  of  C'oh<x*tah 
Townshi[),  J^ivingston  County,  was  born  in 
the  town  of  Westmoreland,  Oneida  County, 
N.  Y.,  Octol)er  22.  1H29.  His  worthy  parents  were 
John  and  »lerusha  (Adams)  Russell.  The  grand- 
father, Nathaniel  liussell,  was  a  farmer  and  a 
native  of  Maine,  who  reared  five  sons  and  six 
daughtei-s,  of  whom  three  became  pioneer  settlers 
in  New  York.  Our  subject's  father  was  lM>rn  in 
Oxford  County,  Me.,  and  became  a  wagon-maker. 
While  still  a  young  man  he  came  to  Troy,  N.  Y., 
where  he  married,  after  which  he  made  his  lumie 
in  Oneida  County,  whence  he  removed  to  Jhidge- 
]K)rt,  Madison  County,  and  came  to  Michigan  in 
July,  1811. 

John  Russell  rented  a  farm  in  Cohoctih  Town- 
ship for  four  years  and  later  purchased  one  hund- 
red acres  on  section  27,  and  proceeded  to  improve 
it.     In  the  course  of  his  life   he   increased   his  es- 
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tate  i\yQ  fold  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  left  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  acre.s.  Both  he  and  his  good 
wife  were  active  membei-s  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  and  in  his  political  views  he  was  in 
accord  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  died  in 
June,  1H()0,  being  then  sixty  years  old.  Only  two 
children  were  Inirn  to  this  worthy  couple,  and  the 
only  brother  of  our  subject  whovse  name  was  Jud- 
son,  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- two.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  was  l)orn  in  Madison  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary 
(Trusdell)  Adams,  natives  of  New  Y'ork,  who  had 
a  family  of  seven  children. 

The  district  school  furnished  all  the  education 
which  was  offered  to  Joseph  Russell,  and  although 
he  had  not  a  liberal  Si*hooling  he  has  made  such 
use  of  the  avenues  of  information  o[H*n  to  all  that 
he  is  well-informed  on  general  topics.  He  has  had 
his  wav  to  make  in  life  since  he  was  fifteen  vears 
old,  when  he  I »egan  working  in  the  fisheries  at  Sagi- 
naw, beginning  work  at  eighteen  dollars  per 
month.  He  assisti^d  in  clearing  and  purchasing 
the  farm  which  his  father  Ixmghtand  he  now  owns 
five  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  most  of  which  is  the 
result  of  his  own  and  his  father's  unflagging  in- 
dustry. He  IS  identified  with  the  order  of  Masonry 
in  which  he  is  a  prominent  member. 

Joseph  Russell  wa:$  married  in  Oetol)er,  1857,  to 
Harriet  Fislier,  who  was  born  in  Lyons,  ()aklan<l 
Counly,  Mich.,  I)eceml)er  16,  1838, and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Michael  and  Polly  (Ihiel)  Fisher,  of  Howell. 
Nine  children  were  born  to  this  worthy  pair, 
namely:  AHiert,  who  died  in  infancy;  Burr,  who 
died  at  tlie  age  of  two  years;  Jennie,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  ten  months;  Frank  II.;  J^nna  A.,  who 
died  when  eighteen  yeai's  old;  Mollie  E.  and  Mag- 
gie B.  (twins);  Joanna,  who  died  in  infancy; 
Wheeler  A.  and  Minnie  O.  Mollie  is  now  the  wife 
of  Fred  Chase.  For  many  years  our  subject 
has  l)een  Class-Leader  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  his  wife  is  also  an  active  worker 
therein. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher,  the  parents  of  Mi*s.  Rus- 
sell, came  to  Michigan  from  New  York  alM)ut  1885 
and  made  their  fii*st  home  in  Oakland  County,  ])ut 
came  to  C'olux'tah  in  1848,  where  the\  resided  until 
the  death  of  Mr.  Fisher.     Thev  had  four  sons  and 
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four  (laughters.  Ilenrv  and  Josi'ph  served  in  the 
army  during  the  Civil  War  and  the  latter  was 
taken  pri^^oner  and  was  never  hennl  of  again.  Mr. 
Russell  is  a  liberal  and  broad-minded  man.  a  good 
citizen  and  neighbor,  and  he  inherits  his  l)est 
qualities  from  a  good  old  family. 


I  YRON  B.  CARPENTER,  one  of  the  old 
I,  settlers  of  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  came 
I-  to  this  eitv  in  IHoL  He  was  born  in  Cat- 
taraugus  County,  X.  Y.,  Fel)ruarv  2,  1H;V2, 
and  is  a  sou  of  Seymour  and  .lane  (Brown)  Car- 
penter, the  father  being  a  native  of  New  Hampshire 
and  the  mother  of  Vermont.  LaU'r  they  renu)ved 
to  Orleans  County  where  thev  lived  until  thev 
came  West,  following  their  son  here  in  IH;');").  They 
bought  proi>erty  six  miles  south  of  Lansing,  whieh 
they  cleared  and  cultivated  and  here  made  their 
home  until  their  death,  the  father  at  the  age  of 
eighty-eight  and  the  mother  at  the  age  of  eighty. 
They  left  a  family  of  four  sons  and  two  <huightvrs, 
namely:  our  subject,  Henry  li.,  Dudley  (i.,  .lames 
P.,  Olivia  .L,  and  Mrs.  M.  McLaren,  of  Muskegon. 
Our  subject  finished  his  scIhm)!  days  in  Orleans 
County,  N.  V.,  at  the  |)u])lic  school  and  Albion 
Academv.  After  coniiii<r  West  heearried  on  a  farm 
for  three  vears  then  relumed  to  New  York  and  >tnd- 
ied  the(>loirv  with  the  Rev.  W.  H.  Cook, of  Church- 
ville.  and  was  fellowshiped  at  the  Cliautau(iua 
Association  in  1H()0.  He  cast  his  vote  feu*  Abiaham 
Lincoln  for  I*resi<lc]it  of  the  Liiited  States  and  the 
next  (lav  removed  to  llloonitield  where  he  took 
charge  of  his  lirst  parish  and  remained  until  1^(52. 
when  he  returned  to  Landing  and  -hortly  after 
settled  at  Concord.  Jack>on  Count v,  tlii>  State. 
where  he  remained  fortwo  \cars.  and  then  went  to 

Barrv  Count v,  where  for  two  v*ar>  he  was  euiiaired 
•  •  • 

in  missionarv  work.  After  this  he  auain  soniiht 
secular  employnicnt  going  into  the  ab>tract  ollice 
and  the  otlice  of   Hegij^trar  of  Deeds  at  lla>tini:>. 

Eififht  months  later    Mi*.   (  arnentcr   returned    to 
LansiuiT  and  entered    the   Auditor   (ieneial's  otlice 


where  he  remained  as  clerk  until  DecemlK^r  31, 
18SM),  notwithstanding  nil  the  change,**  of  adniinis- 
trati<m.  He  has  never  completely  severed  his 
connection  with  the  ministry  but  now  only  attends 
funerals  and  discharges  ministerial  duties  on 
special  <K*cjisions.  When  he  first  came  here  he  found 
that  there  were  no  religioiLS  servicer  Iwing  can'ied 
on  and  he  did  two  years*  free  work  and  re-organ- 
ized the  society  of  which  he  has  lieen  a  Trustee 
ever  since,  and  President  of  the  lk)ard  most  of  the 
ti  nu'. 

For  six  vears  he  has  been  an  Alderman  and  for 
four  vears  a  memlx'r  of  the  Hoard  of  Education. 
He  belongs  U>  the  Masonic  order  and  was  at  one 
time  a  uumu ber  of  the  Odd  Fellows  order,  and  now 
belongs  to  the  In<lustrial  society.  I'pon  Mai'ch  21>, 
IH;')!  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
T.  (\M>k,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  W.  B.  Cook  of 
Churclivilh',  N.  Y.,  and  they  have  three  childivn, 
William  S.,  (irace  L.,  an<l  M.  Harry. 
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^       Vim  SWARTIIOCT  is   <me    of    the   most 
successful   farmers  in   Meridian  Township, 


Ingham  County.  He  owns  a  very  atti.ic- 
iA>J/  tive  and  pnxluctive  tract  on  .sections  1  .ind 
2,  of  the  above  mentioned  townshi}).  The  family 
of  which  Mr.  Swartlumt  is  a  worthy  representative 
is  of  Dutch  descent,  his  great-grandfather  having 
come  from  Holland  in  an  early  day.  The  subjiH't 
of  our  sketch  was  born  in  Ovid,  Seneca  Count v, 
N.  v..  April  11,  182i).  His  father,  William 
Swarthout.  was  a  native  of  Orange  County,  N.  Y., 
in  which  ])lace  he  wjis  born  in  17iM). 

When  Hugh  SwartlH)Ut  was  six  yeai*s  old  hi> 
father  moved  into  Clinttm  County,  this  State,  and 
settled  in  \'ict<>r  Township  in  18;U.  At  that  time 
there  \vere  only  two  other  houseit  in  the  county, 
the  families  being  those  of  Scott  and  Compau. 
tlic  lir>t  named  gentleman  owning  the  land 
whereon  DeWitt  is  now  located.  He  did  not  live 
here  long,  but  moved  into  another  t^)wnship.  In 
IH.'iH  he  bought  a  three  hundred  and  twenty  ,*icre 
tract  of  hmd  of  William  Thomp.son,  a    brother-in- 
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law  of  ex-CJovernur   Marcv,  of  New  York,  and  a 

ft 

former  nei«^hbor  of  our  sul)jeet'«  father  in  the 
Empire  Stiaie.  This  traet  was  cleared  up,  and  is 
now  one  of  the  most  valuable  farms  in  Clinton 
C-ounty.  The  old  gentleman  died  in  his  eighty- 
second  year.  The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  and 
of  our  subject's  mother  was  lietsy  Willett,  who 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1798.  She  died  in 
Clinton  County,  this  State,  in  187H. 

The  firet  twenty-three  yeai-s  of  our  subject's  life 
were  si)ent  at  home  in  doing  farm  work.  His  ed- 
ucation was  gained  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
vicinity,  save  one  winter,  which  was  spent  in  the 
Owosso  school.  After  his  t wen tv-t bird  vear  he 
l)ought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
Victor  Township,  where  he  spent  liftmen  years, 
and  then  purchased  the  adjoining  tract  in  Shia- 
wassee County,  comprising  one  hundred  and 
twenty-three  acres,  where  he  remained  until   1884. 

ft 

Mr.  Swarthout  was  married  January  4.  1852,  to 
Miss  Maria  Johnson,  of  Shiawassee  County.     She 

ft 

was  a  teacher  l)efore  her  marriage,  and  her  experi- 
ence in  this  direction,  covering  several  years,  was 
most  haj)py.  She  not  only  gained  the  love  of  her 
pupils,  but  was  a  tine  disciplinarian,  and  had  the 
faculty  of  arousing  the  perceptions  of  her  pui)ils. 
Four  children  were  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife.  They  are  Sarah,  who  wjis  born  March  IG, 
1854;  she  is  still  at  home;  Carrie,  lK)rn  March  21), 
1863,  was  a  student  at  the  Lansing  High  School 
for  one  year,  and  i>  now  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a 
store  in  Laingsburg;  William  B.,  Innn  Novemlier 
29,  1865,  married  Clara  North,  a  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Arthur  North;  he  is  a  farmer  and  merchant  in 
South  Dakota;  lielle,  lK>rn  April  27,  1867.  is  still 
at  home;  she  received  her  education  at  Laingsburg 
and  at  the  State  Normal  at  Vpsilanti.  Mi-s. 
Swarthout  died  in  1870,  and  her  family  will  never 
cease  to  feel  the  void  left  by  her  decease.  The 
family  are  all  members  of  the  Metliodist  Kpiscopal 
Church,  and  are  attendants  at  Okemos. 

Politically,  Mr.  Swarthout  is  a  Republican.  He 
is  not,  however,  so  wedded  to  party  but  that  he 
l)elieves  the  *'best  man  "  is  the  oi\e  for  local  oflice. 
While   living   in  Clinton  Countv  he  was  Iliirhwav 

C_7  •  *^  ft 

Commissioner  of  his  township,  and  Directin-  of  his 
school    <Ustrict   for   twenty   years.     Our  subject's 


grandfather.  Ralph  Swarthout,  was  a  native  of 
Orange  County,  N.  Y.  When  he  was  eighteen 
years  old  he  entered  the  Continental  Army  during 
the  l^evolution,  and  was  engaged  in  a  military  way 
for  two  years.  He  served  as  tc^amster  in  Washing- 
ton's army,  and  one  winter  he  took  several  of  the 
(lenerars  horses  to  his  New  York  home  and  cared 
for  them  until  the  next  spring.  The  gentleman  of 
whom  we  write  is  a  farmer  of  more  than  average 
intelligence,  and  his  family  is  numbered  among 
the  lK»st  in  Meridian. 


ROF.  WILLIAM  F.  DlRANl)  was  Iwn  in 
lieacon  Falls,  Conn.,  March  5,  1859.  His 
father,  William  L.  Durand,  wns  a  native  of 
Derby,  Ccmn.,  and  was  lx)m  in  1814,  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Miss  Ruth  Coe,  a  native 
of  I^'thany,  Conn.,  and  there  lK)rn  in  1816.  Prof. 
Durand  belongs  to  a  family  whose  calling  has  been 
for  many  years  that  of  an  agriculturist,  his  father 
having  l>een  a  farmer,  as  was  also  his  grandfather, 
David  Durand.  One  who  has  been  to  France  will 
not  fail  to  recognize  the  French  origin  of  the  fam- 
ily from  its  name,  which  is  very  frequently  met 
with  in  that  country,  and,  indeed,  some  five  or  six 
generations  ago  a  numl»er  of  the  Durand  family 
came  from  "La  Ik»lle  France,"  one  branch  settling 
in  Connecticut,  from  which  sprang  the  subjec^t  of 
our  sketch. 

The  original  of  our  sketch   reuioved  to  Derby, 
Conn.,  when  one  vear  old  and  there  lived  until  he 

ft 

was  seventeen  yeai-s  of  age,  attending  the  district 
school  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age  and  then 
entering  the  Birmingham  High  School,  where  he 
remained  tlnee  years.     After  that  he  entered  the 

ft 

I'nited  States  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  Md., 
entering:  the  Academy  after   a    rigid   examination. 

*    '  ft  <7 

Benininini!:  in    this   institution   for   four  years,   he 

<  ft 

graduated  with  the  class  of  1880,  No.  2  in  his  class, 
and  almost  immediately  afterward  went  on  a  three 
years'  cruise  in    the   North  Atlantic  and   Central 

ft 

American  watei*s,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  was 
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ordei^ec!  t<>  duty  in  Ihe  Kn^ineerincr  Bureau  of  the 
Navy  Department,  wliere  he  ^K^ni  three  mouths. 

After  completing  the  retpurements  of  the  e<mi- 
mission  above  mentioned,  our  subject  was  ordered 
to  I^fayette  College,  Pa.,  on  s|>ecial  duty  as  Assis- 
tant Professor  of  Mathematic^s  and  Steam  Kngineer- 
ing.  lie  was  retained  in  this  capacity  for  a  period 
of  two  years.  While  at  this  institute  he  took  liie 
degi'ee  of  Doctor  of  Philosophy,  having  [)ursued  a 
course  of  study  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  pro- 
fessional duties.  The  sul)ject  of  his  tlicsis  was 
'*(imphical  Methods  of  Treating  the  Mathematical 
Theory  of  Light.''  He  was  soon  after  ordered  to 
siKJcial  duty  at  the  Morgan  Iron  Works  for  con- 
structing engines  for  naval  ships.  This  experience 
lasted  for  three  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time 
he  was  ai^rain  ordered  to  sea  on  a  cruise  of  a  year's 
duration. 

At  the  tiM'mination  of  the  last-mentioned  cruise 
Prof.  Durand  was  ordered  to  special  duty  at  the 
Worcester  I'olyti^chnic  Institute,  of  Worcester, 
Mass.,  there  l>eing  Assistant  Professor  of  Mechanics 
and  Engineering.  He  was  at  Worcester  for  three 
montiis  and  was  then  offered  tlie  position  of  Pro- 
fessor of  Mechanics  and  Superintendent  of  Shops 
in  the  Michigan  Agricultural  C'(>llege,  hjcated  at 
lousing.  This  he  accepted  and  resigned  his  p(>si- 
tion  in  the  Navy. 

Our  subject  was  very  happily  married  October 
28,  18H3,  to  Mis>  Charlotte  Kneen,  of  Shrltoii. 
Conn.,  a  daughter  of  Tlionuis  Kneen,  a  manufac- 
turer in  that  place.  From  this  union  one  child  has 
bein  born,  William  L.  Durand,  .Ir.,  a  bright  lad  now 
six  years  old.  I*rof.  Durand  has  been  connected 
with  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College  for  four 
year?*.  During  this  time  his  department  has  attained 
an  enyiable  position.  The  prospeiity  of  the  de- 
|Mirtment  is  all  that  could  be  desired  and  it  is  now 
the  cause  of  deep  regret  among  the  students  and 
friends  of  the  college  that  the  institution  is  to  l(»se 
his  further  service.  He  ha>  but  lat(»ly  resiirned  in 
order  to  accept  a  more  desirable  position  at  Cornell 
I'niversitv,  Hhaca.  N.  V.,  as  Professor  of  Marine 
Engineering  and  Naval  Architecture, and  will  t;ike 
up  his  new  duties  during  the  coming  fall. 

A  thoroughly  practical  man.  an  enthuMastic 
t4»acher  and  worker,  a  p<'rfect  gentleman  in  all  his 


relations,  it  is  not  surprising  that  Prof.  Durand  has 
l)€c*ome  so  popular  with  the  student**  and  *^radual«> 
of  the  college.     He  has  contributed  frequently  to 

,  tiie  Nvst  class  of  technical  and  scientific  journals, 
and  Jis  he  possesses  sui>erior  talents  in    his   chosen 

'  field  of  labor,  there  is  no  d4>ubt  that  the  scientific 
world  will  hear  more  of  him  in  the  future.  He  has 
the  Ix'st  wishes  of  his  friends  and  students  in  ^oing 
to  the  new  ])osition  which  he  has  accepted. 


PHHAIM  .],  HAKDV.  The  (;reen  Mountain 
ll-*i^  State  has  always  l)een  noted  for  turning  out 
L^^  splendid  specimens  of  men,  men  whose 
hardy,  physical  characteristics  correspond  to  their 
sterling  worth,  patient  industry  and  keen  insight 
into  business.  Such  men  have  proved  of  greatest 
value  in  the  enterprises  of  the  newer  States,  where 
they  were  sorely  needed,  and  where  their  work  and 
their  characters  have  pushed  forw.ard  wonderfully 
the  deyeb)pment  of  these  more  modern  conunou- 
w<'alths. 

Among  these  sons  of  Vermont  we  may  mention 
Mr.  Hardy,  whose  lK»autiful  home  is  located  t)n  Mo- 
tions 2,'5  and  2(5,  Osceola  Township,  Living^ton 
County,  and  whose  birth  took  place  in  Sudbury, 
Rutland  ('(Kinty,  Vt,  Ainil  2,  1817.  His  father, 
Ephraim  Hardy,  was  born  in  Massachusetts,  where 
he  wa^  a  farmer  by  occupation,  but  removed  when 
a  young  man  to  A'ermont  and  wjus  there  united  in 
mairiaue,  in  1>5()7,  with  Clarissa  .Jennings,  a  native 
of  Rutland  County.  This  lady  had  been  left  an 
orphan  when  a  little  child  and  had  her  training 
and  education  under  the  kind  hand  of  an  uncle, 
Ira  .lennings.  The  first  married  home  of  this 
couple  was  in  Sudbury  Township,  Rutland  C4>unty, 
and  there  they  remained  until  1885,  when  they 
made  Michigan  their  final  home,  locating  in  Oce- 
ola  Township,  this  county.  In  1838  the  father 
passed  from  earth  upon  the  [)lace  where  our  sub- 
ject now  re>ides.  He  was  a  strong  anti-Mason 
after  the  M-andal  connected  with  the  disappearance 
of  Mr.  Morgan.  Two  daughters  and  four  sons 
ma<le  up  the  number  of  his  children,  of  wiiom  our 
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subject  18  the  only  one  now  livino^,  and  all  but  one 
are  buried  in  the  Oeeola  cemetery.  Tlie  fanuly  is 
of  En^iii<h  deswnt. 

Having  been  reared  in  iiis  father's  home,  he  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  Sudbury  T<;wnship, 
Rutland  County,  Vt:,  and  remained  at  home  until 
eighteen  years  of  age,  assisting  in  clearing  up  tlie 
place.  He  came  with  his  father  to  Michigan  in 
1835  and  heli)ed  to  cut  the  logs  and  erect  them 
into  a  log  house  for  the  family.  This  residence, 
which  measured  only  18x24  feet  on  the  ground, 
was  c(msidered  a  valuable  acciuisiticm  to  the  town- 
ship, as  there  were  then  but  three  families  residing 
within  its  bounds. 

Mr.  Hardy  has  l)een  three  times  married,  his  lirst 
union  being  with  Harriet  Haines  and  the  day  of 
their  marriage  l)eing  l)ecemlK»r  22,  184L  She  was 
the  mother  of  seven  children,  of  whom  only  two 
are  now  living,  the  eldest  being  Kphraim  Wilson, 
who  was  lx>rn  in  Oeeola  Township,  February  20, 
1848,  and  is  now  in  partnership  with  his  father 
upon  the  farm  and  serving  as  Supervisor  of  the 
Township.  He  married  in  March,  1870,  Alta  Crit- 
tenden and  their  four  children  are:  Royal  C.,  How- 
ard E.,  r^na  B.  and  Velna  A.;  the  other  child  of 
this  marriage  is  Clarissa,  now  the  wife  of  Daniel 
Kelley,  residing  in  Livingston  County.  Her 
mother  passed  from  earth  in  1859. 

The  second  marriage  of  our  subject  was  with  Re- 
becca Haines,  the  widow  of  Mr.  Hardy's  ])rother. 
She  died  January  25,  1876,  and  Mr.  Hardy  wjis 
again  married  in  1878  to  Mrs.  Esther  P.  Murray, 
widow  of  James  P.  Murray.  Her  married  life  ex- 
tended over  ten  yeai-s,  as  she  died  March  11,1  H8H. 
After  Mr.  Hardy's  first  marriage  he  made  his  home 
in  a  little  log  house  which  stood  across  the  road 
from  his  present  residence.  At  one  time  he  owned 
nearlv  seven  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Oeeola 
Township,  but  he  has  divided  up  much  of  itanumg 
his  children.  He  and  his  son  now  have  fmn*  hun- 
dred and  fortv-two  acres  of  finely  improved  huid, 
comprising  a  stock-farm  which  is  known  as  tlie  Fair- 
view  Stock  Farm.  Fpon  this  place  there  are  eleven 
hav  and  grain  barns,  besides  tool-houses,  stock 
barns  and  all  things  necessary  to  making  upalii-st- 
class  farm. 

It  was  in  1838  that  Mr.  Hardy  began  dealing  in 


and  feeding  fine  wool  sheep,  l>eginning  with  a  herd 
of  the  best  gra<le  of  sheep  obtiiinable  at  that  time. 
With  very  little  exception  he  has  bred  nothing  but 
the  Spanish  Merinoes  and  some  times  has  as  many 
as  seven  hundred  in  his  flock.  Premiums  have  of- 
ten l)een  awarded  to  his  sheep  wherever  they  are 
exhibited.  In  1874  he  lK»<»an  dealing  in  Shorthorn 
cattle  and  has  some  very  fine  specimens  upon  his 
place. 

Since  1854  this  gentleman  has  been  a  stanch 
Republican  and  Inis  held  otiices  in  lK>th  township 
and  county.  In  18(51  he  was  appointed  Postmas- 
ter at  Oeeola  Center,  which  oifice  he  held  for 
twentv-six  and  one-half  years.  For  many  years  he 
was  Cimnnissioner  of  Ilighw^ays  and  a^ssisted  in  lay- 
ing out  most  of  the  roads  in  this  township.  He 
was  one  of  the  original  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Livingston  County  Agricultural  S(x*iety,  and  for 
many  years  was  President  of  the  vsame.  He  was 
also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Livingston  County 
Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  and  for  eight 
years  was  its  President.  His  long  residence  in  the 
county  has  brought  him  prominently  into  conncc- 
ti(m  with  every  movement  which  has  proved  of 
value  to  the  people  of  this  region,  and  as  his 
father's  house  was  owe  of  the  first  erected  in  the 
township,  his  acfpiaintance  with  the  people  is  a  broad 
one  and  has  existed  for  man\  years. 


-f^ 


ANIEL  R.  SHERMAN,  M.  I),  is  one  of  the 
}]i  prominent  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
Lansing,  Ingham  County,  where  he  has 
|)racticed  since  April  15,  1880,  and  is  now 
one  of  the  most  poi)ular  practitioners  in  the  city. 
Haying  all  he  could  do  with  office  practice  in  the 
beginning  of  1889,  he  ceased  riding  and  nowfat- 
tends  only  to  those  patients  wliocimieto  him.  His 
office  is  located  in  the  principal  part  of  the  business 
portion  of  the  city,  at  105  Otiawa  Street,  where  he 
has  lu'en  for  nine  years  His  residence  is  located 
at  ^^12  Seymour  Street,  and  is  a  place  worthy  of  its 
location,  which  is  in  the  finest  part  of  the  city.  Dr. 
Sherman  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  >J,   Y.,  July 
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28,  1848,  and  is*  a  son  of  (iillxM-t  and  Hannah  M. 
(Rowley)  Sherman.  When  tlieir.son  wa8  hut  seven 
years  old,  the  parents  removed  to  Noble  County, 
Indiana.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  inillwri<;ht 
by  trade  and  was  so  ocrupied  in  Indiana.  Our 
subject  there  received  liis  literary  educjition,  and 
when  a  mere  l)ov  in  veal's,  enlisted  in  the  Fii-st 
Illinois  Artillery  in  the  War  of  theRel)ellion.  His 
enlistment  was  made  November  8,  18(51,  at  Ft.  Holt, 
Ky.,and  he  was  sent  to  join  the  army  of  the  CumlnM- 
land,  which  was  at  that  time  stationed  at  Ft.  Henry, 
where  he,  with  his  r€»giment  was  en^a^ed  in  battle, 
also  at  Ft.  Donalds<m,  and  was  surrounded  by  the 
terrible  carnage  of  battle  at  Shih)ii,  Corinth,  Vicks- 
burg  and  Atlanta,  names  that  are  all  synonymous 
with  that  wliicii  is  most  terrible  in  warfare.  He 
was  also  present  at  the  st^ige  of  Atlanta. 

Discharged  at  the  expiration  of  his  time,  having 
served  for  three  yeai*s,  Mr.  Sherman  retin*ned  to 
Noble  County,  where  his  parents  still  lived,  and 
engaged  in  farming.  In  1807  the  |>arents  accom- 
panied our  subject  to  I Jiwrence  County,  Mo.,  where 
the  young  man  engaged  in  milling.  Here  the 
mother  died.  The  father  still  lives,  his  residence 
l>eing  in  Cold  water,  Mich.  He  has  attained  the 
almost  patriarchial  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 
Our  subject  successfully  pursued  the  calling  of  mill- 
ing until  1871,  when  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Cold- 
water.  Mich.,  where  he  engaircd  in  the  irnK-erv 
business  for  one  vear.  In  187.'i.  he  built  what  is 
known  as  the  Ur\itu>  House,  midwav  between 
Petoskev  and  Sheboviran,  Miid  estnbli>he(l  the  post- 
otlice  at  Hint  us.  being  a|)])oiiit('(l  the  lirst  Tost- 
niaster  of  that  place,  his  ln>tallatioii  taking  place 
under  President  Have^,  and  this  position  he  eon- 
tinned  to  hold  as  long  ns  he  reninined  there.  He 
also  built  the  mill  nt  Constnntine  in  1H7()  for  Ljiiitz 
Brown. 

Dr.  Sherman  luul  early  a(Miuire<l  ji  piedilection 
for  the  profession  of  medieine  and  during  the 
vears  in  which  he  was  aetivc^lv  enirMired  in  hu^ineN-^ 
life,  he  did  not  lose  sight  of  his  resolution  to  some 
day  be  a  ])hvsician  and  was  constant h  cMiiTMircd  in 
the  reading  of  medicnl  works,  >o  (hnt  he  had  a  verv 
good  knowledge  of  his  profession,  even  before  tak- 
ing the  college  course.  He  went  to  Cliicaiio  to  be- 
gin his  practice,  o[)ening    an    oni<e    at     170   State 


Street,   shortly  afterwai-d    (•omniencin^    to  attend 
lectures  at  thejk»nnett  Medical  CoUeg^e.      He  jmr- 
sued  his  course  to  such  purix>s€  that  he    ^graduated 
with  Inmors  in  the  class  of  1880,  and  then  returned 
to  this  city  to  ])ui*sue  the  practice  of  his  pri>fe8i«i(m. 
OnrsubjcH't  was  lirst  married  in   Noble   County, 
Ind.  to  Sarah  Kcnrntz,  of  Kendallville,  Iiicl.     At  her 
death  she  left  three  (children  to  mourn  their  mother- 
less st«te.     Julia  is  now  the  wife  of  (ieorge  lianies. 
(iillH^rt  L.  is  a  student  at   Worcester,  Ohio,   where 
he  is  preparing  for  the  ministry.     Franklin    J.   is 
occupied  as  a  clerk  in  a  grocery.     Dr.  Sherman  was 
a  second  time  married,  his  bride  being    Kmily   .1. 
Currier,  of  Coldwater.     With   her    he    lived    nu>st 
happily,  she  adding  to  his  d<miestic  life  all  that  he 
finds  wanting  in  his  i)rofessional   career.     Socially 
our  subject  has  many  demands  up4)n  his  time.     He 
is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel- 
h>ws,  l)ehmgs  to  the  (irand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
and  is  a  Knight  of  Ijibor,  in  which  he  was  a   Ma*^- 
ter  W(>rkman.     In  the  (ii-st  named  order  he  was  the 
first    Noble  (J rand  of   Bronson  and  also   Petoskev 
Lodge.     He  is  now  connected  with  the  Suite  Fk*lee- 
tic  Medical  S<HMetv,  and  is  a  broad  and  progre.^^sive 
man  in  his  theories  regarding  the  healing  art. 


^^ 
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I'Frs  J.  NKAL,  a  farmer  of  Lerov  Town- 
shij),  Ingham  County,  is  a  native  of  Onon- 
daga County,  N.  Y..and  wjis  born  February 
l.'i,  182.*).  He  IS  a  son  of  .lames  and  Fannie 
(Cogswell)  Neal.and  was  reared  to  manluxxi  in  his 
native  county,  and  early  engaged  in  farming.  A 
common-school  education  was  all  that  was  granted 
him  and  he  is  mainly  self  educated.  His  tii*st  mar- 
riage took  place  OctolKM*  17,  1844,  in  New  York, 
his  luide  being  Dorpha  Brownell.  Four  of  his 
children  are  now  living,  namely:  Rufus  M.;  Marv, 
Mis.  (iorsline:  Augusta,  deceased;  liet^ey,  wife  of 
Hiram  Hix.  Jr.;  and  Frances,  Mrs.  Crandall.  After 
the  death  of  their  mother  <mr  subject  wjvs  married, 
January  2.  IHHl,  to  Mrs.  Kliza  Wade,  of  (iratiot 
County,  this  Stat<'. 

Mr.  N(al  emigrated  in  18/)2  to  Ingham  County, 
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Mich.,  axn\  tliere  settled  in  Lerov  Township.  lie 
enlisted  August  20,  1862,  in  Company  K,  Seventh 
Michigan  C'avalry,  \mng  under  the  command  of 
(ien.  Custer.  He  saw  the  smoke  of  f)attle  in  the 
conflicts  of  (iettvsburg,  the  Wilderness,  SiK)tt^yl- 
vania  Court  House,  Hari)er*s  Ferry  and  Five  Points, 
and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  (ien.  Lee. 
After  receiving  his  honorable  discharge^  l)ecemlH»r 
15,  1865,  he  returned  to  Michigan  and  so<m  set- 
tled on  the  farm  upon  which  he  now  lives  in  Leroy 
Township,  where  he  owns  eighty  acres  of  land. 

This  public-spirited  gentleman  has  served  as 
Treasurer  of  Leroy  Township  for  two  years  and  is 
a  Republican  in  poUtics.  His  war  record  entitles 
him  to  receive  a  pension  and  the  (iovernment  pays 
him  ^8  per  month.  Afti?r  Lee's  surrender  he  was 
one  of  those  who  were  sent  to  the  Rocky  Mountain 
region  and  did  some  desperate  fighting  with  the 
Indians  in  Colorado.  His  record,  both  civil  and 
military  is,  re[)letc  with  honor,  and  his  success  is 
well  deserved. 
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'llOHN  H1MMELBER(4KR  is  a  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  residing  on  section  3,  Delhi 
Township,  Ingham  County,  where  he  owns 
one  hundred  acres  of  good  land.  He  works 
altogether  about  two  lumdred  acres,  part  of  which 
is  in  another  township.  Mr.  Himmelberger  was 
l)orn  in  Pennsylvania,  February  1,  1850.  He  is  a 
son  of  Moses  and  Rebecca  (Clapp)  Himmelberger, 
natives  of  Berks  County,  Pa.  When  our  subject 
was  about  five  years  old  his  parents  removed  to 
Champaign  County,  Ohio,  and  there  lived  for 
about  four  veai*s.  Thence  they  removed  to  San- 
dusky  County,  siime  Stnte,  and  then  removed  Xo 
Michigan  in  1866,  purchasing  the  hind  wliereon 
our  subject  now  lives.  He  was  then  about  sixti'cn 
years  of  age. 

Mr.  HimmellKM'ger  was  debarred  the  privileges 
of  school  advantages  after  coming  to  Michigan, 
but  had  already  laid  tin*  foundati<ni  Of  a  ii^ood  ed- 
ucation,  to  which  he  has  added  by  systematic  read- 


ing since.  He  was  married  DecemlK?r  25,  1871,  to 
Miss  Maria  Wiegman,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Margaret  (Diehl)  Wiegman,  natives  of  German}'. 
Our  subject's  wife  was  born  January  25,  1850,  in 
Sandusky,  Ohio.  Her  parent**,  who  reside  near  her 
came  to  Michigan  in  186  4.  They  now  live  on 
secti(ms  9  and  4,  wiiere  the  father  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land. 

AftiM*  ^Ir.  Ilimnielberger's  marriage  the  couple 
lived  in  Alaiedon  Township,  some  sixteen  yeai^s 
and  there  his  children,  five  in  numl)er,  were  all 
born.  They  are  by  name  Emanuel  J.,  born  .Jan- 
uary 21,  1872;  William  A.,  November  12,  1875; 
Mary  A.,  Febiuary  25,  1880;  liertha  A.,  January 
27,  1888,  and  Levi  R.,  January  19,  1888.  Our 
subject  has  thus  far  given  his  children  g<K)d  edu- 
cational advantages  and  intends  to  give  to  each  as 
much  as  he  or  she  will  take. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  is  a  Democmt  in  his 
political  following.  He  ciist  his  first  vote  for  Hor- 
ace CJreeley.  He  has  l)een  Highway  Commissioner 
and  Treasurer  in  Alaiedon  Township  for  a  numl)er 
of  years,  an<l  in  his  present  l<x*ation,  he  has  l)een 
Sui)er visor,  fii*st  by  appointment  and  then  by  elec- 
tion. 

Mr.  Ilimmelberger's  land  is  all  in  a  state  of  ex- 
cellent cultivation.  He  is  an  active,  wide-awake 
citizen  aud  both  he  and  his  wife  are  meml)ers  of 
the  Methodist  Fpisco})al  Church,  in  which  he  is  a 
Steward.  He  Uikes  an  active  interest  in  the 
develoi)ment  of  the  best  features  of  the  commu- 
nity. 


EV.  WINFIELD  S.  SLY  is  the  founder 
and  general  manager  of  the  Rocky  lieach 
W  Benevolent  Association,  which  institution 
was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  rescuing 
and  placing  orphaned  and  indigent  children  in 
private  hiMnes.  This  society  was  incorporated 
under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Michigan  in  1888, 
with  our  subject,  a  resident  of  Lansing,  Mich.,  as 
President.  Dr.  Slenon,  of  Jackson,  was  \'ice- 
I'resident,  and  W.  S.  Mo<>re.  also  of  Jacks(m,  sec- 
ond   Vice-President.       It>    Secretary,    Mr.    J.    W. 
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Graham,  is  also  a  resident  of  this  fit}'.  Itis  Treas- 
urer, Mr.  E.  H.  Carrier,  too  lives  in  I^nsing. 

The  Ass<X'iation  of  which  our  subject  i^  Presi- 
dent is  supported  by  free-will  offerings,  the  (.'hil- 
dren  \)e'n\g  luaiutained  in  private  homes  in  I^nsinii: 
until  iKJrmanent  homes  are  secured  for  them. 
Buildings  are  lieing  erected  at  the  present  time  on 
ground  deeded  the  Assf)ciation,  and  wliich  are  lo- 
cated on  the  south  shore  of    Little   Traverse   liav. 

• 

Children  foiu'teen  years  old  or  under  are  taken  un- 
der  the  care  of  the  Ass(K*iation,  and  so  large  hjis  the 
work  become  that  they  now  have  thirty  or  forty 
appliwitions  for  children  in  excess  of  those  that 
are  on  hand.  There  i^  a  local  Superintendent  and 
Advisory  lioard  in  every  rural  school  district  and 
in  every  ward  of  large  cities  and  in  each  town 
and  village  who  receive  or  collect  supplies  and 
money  and  ascertain  what  homes  or  families  de- 
sire  to  adopt  children,  the  re|x>rt  being  made  to 
the  General  Manager.  The  institution  is  design- 
edly religious  but  not  secUirian. 

The  Ik^nevolent  Asj^ociaticm  has  received  tlie 
greatest  encouragement  in  having  offers  of  hornet 
from  the  l)est  and  most  moral  class  of  people.  Ks- 
l)ecial  attention  is  given  U)  the  class  of  applicants 
and  to  the  homes  in  which  the  children  are  placed. 
The  scope  of  the  work  is  not  limited  to  the  State, 
the  Association  having  offerings  and  applications 
from  almost  every  State  and  Territory  in  the  In- 
ion  and  also  from  Canada  and  Mexico. 

The  organ  of  the  association  is  The  (h'jihtni's 
Vniri\  It  is  a  UA'xo  maga/ine  published  montlily 
and  has  at  the  present  time  n  circulation  of  l<'n 
thousand.  It  iscditedby  the  Rev.  AV.  S.  Sly,  whose 
heart  is  thoroughly  in  his  work.  Mr.  Sly  was  born 
in  Locki)ort.  111..  August  21.  IH1H.  lie  is  the  son 
of  S^'uator  Sl\ .  He  received  his  education  at  the 
Northwestern  Iniversity    and   studied  at  the  (iar- 
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rett  IJiblical  Institute.  He  was  oidained  in  18()1». 
his  first  chariife  beinu  at  Ivinmundy.  He  also 
served  as  pastor  at  Alton.  .lackson  and  Lansing. 
His  attenticm  is  now  exclusively  occu[ued  in 
evangelistic  work  and  in  the  orphan's  mission. 

Our  subject  enlisted  when  fifteen  years  of  age 
in  Company  IL  One  Hinidred  and  Thirty-second 
Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  sent  to  the  front  and 
joined  the    Army    of    the    Cumberland,    being  as- 


signed to  garrison  duty  in  Tennessee.  He  re- 
mained with  the  army  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
Mr.  Sly  married  Miss  Maggie  W.  Woi>Iworth,  an 
orphan  child,  who  wjis  adopted  from  the  Ameri- 
can Female  Guardian  Society  of  New  York  City 
by  Mr.  and  Mi*s.  Paris  Wool  worth  of  Plain  field, 
111.  She  was  reared  by  them  as  their  own  and 
from  her  (uu*  subject  rec»eived  the  first  stimulus  to 
the  work  in  which  he  is  now  engaged,  and  she  has 
lK»en  his  able  assistiint.  They  have  one  daughter, 
Fanny  W.,  who  is  now  twelve  veal's  old. 


■"Sfcli 
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'  '  AMKS  I^ASIIKR.  Among  the  enterpri.^^ing 
young  farmers  of  Howell  Townshyi,  Liv- 
ingston County,  we  are  i)leased  to  present 
v^ir  a  brief  record  of  the  life  of  Jame^  I^Asher, 
who  is  a  native  of  the  Kmpire  State, as  he  was  born 
July  10,  18r>(),  in  Rensselaer  County.  His  immedi- 
ate progenitors  were  John  and  Maria  (I^Grange) 
Lasher,  both  of  them  New  Yorkers. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  fanner  in  the 
Fast  and  after  he  came  to  Michigan  in  185i<  made 
his  home  upon  the  farm  where  his  son  now  resides 
and  during  his  lifetime  worked  it  on  shares.  He 
passed  away  January  ;'>,  1801,  and  his  l>enaved 
lu;lpmate  smvived  him  many  years,  passing  to  her 
reward  January  2L  18IH). 

The  paternal  grandparent  of  James  l^asher  bore 
the  name  of  John  and  was  a  farmer  by  (K'cupation 
in  New  York,  where  he  passed  his  whole  life.  He 
had  a  numerous  family  whom  he  trained  up  to 
habits  of  industry,  and  into  wIkxsc  minds  he  instilled 
the  principles  of  integrity  and  devotion  to  duty 
which  had  guided  him  through  life.  The  maternal 
grandfather.  James  La(irange,  was  also  a  New 
York  farmer  and  like  the  ancestor  on  the  other 
side,  had  a  large  and  flourishing  family.  Of  the 
eight  children  who  were  granted  to  the  parents  of 
our  subject,  tive  are  now  living,  namely:  Charles, 
Mary.  (Mrs.  Fields),  Flizabeth  (Mrs.  Holt),  Lottie 
(Mrs.  Keynolds),  and  our  subject.  The  declarations 
of  the  Republican  i>arty  embody  the  political  views 
of  Mr.  John  Lasher,  and  in  the  progress  of  his  party 
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he  was  truly  interested  although  he  devot<;d  little 
time  to  pul)lic  affaii*s.  He  was,  howev€*r,  active  in 
church  work,  l)eing  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  and  Class-leader  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  of  which  he  and  his  wife  were  raeml)^^. 

The  free  and  happy  life  of  a  farmer's  boy  was 
granted  to  James  Ijsahcr  in  his  eaily  years,  and  ho 
received  thorough  drill  in  tlie  duties  whicli  belonged 
to  that  walk  of  life.  His  education  was  obtained 
in  the  district  sc"!hools  of  Howell  Township,  and  he 
availed  himself  well  of  the  opportunities  there 
afforded  and  thus  secured  a  good  common  sense 
foundation  for  future  usefulness.  He  remained  at 
home  until  after  his  father's  death  and  was  married 
in  1881  to  Miss  Celicia  Hand,  daught^^r  of  Jerome 
W.  and  Elma  (Coonradt)  Hand,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  New  York.  Further  details  in  regard 
to  the  family  history  of  Mrs.  l.,asher's  parents  will 
be  found  in  the  sketch  of  Jerome  W.  Hand  upon 
another  page  of  this  vohmie. 

Three  lovely  children  have  blessed  this  union, 
Orel,  Claud  and  Neva.  A  fine  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  employs  the  efforts  and  enter- 
prise of  Mr.  l^isher,  and  he  devotes  much  attention 
to  fine  grade  cattle,  especially  horst*s  and  sheep. 
He  has  a  fine  orchard,  and  excellent  buildings  adorn 
his  farm.  He  is  considered  a  leading  memlKT  of 
the  Republican  ])arty  in  his  neighborhood  and  is 
in  every  way  l<K>ked  upon  as  one  of  the  prominent 
farmers  of  Howell  Township. 


^M'-^ 
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HKNRV  MOORES  is  one  of  the  pnmuneut 
older  resident^  of  the  city  of  Lansing, 
havintj  located  here  in  Jul  v.  18()r).  His 
parents,  Robert  liaxter  and  Caroline  (Ball) 
Moores,  were  natives  of  Newark,  N.  J.,  where  they 
were  married  in  1831,  and  two  veai-s  later  removed 
to  a  farm  near  Croton,  Licking  County,  Ohio, 
where  the  sul)ject  of  this  sketch  was  born  April  2, 
1846,  and  was  the  youngest  of  seven  children. 
His  father  died  in  1848.  but  the  mother  lived  to 
enjoy  her  children's  society  until  January  1,  18!U, 
dying  at  the  age  of  eightj'-seven  yeai-s. 


When  but  sixteen  years  old  Henry  commenced 
work  for  himself  by  hiring  out  as  a  farm  hand. 
This  he  continued  for  four  yeai's,  when  he  came  to 
Michigan  to  take  advantage  of  the  course  of  study 
offered  by  the  Agricultural  College.  At  the  close 
of  his  Sophomore  year  he  left  college, and  engaged 
in  market  gardening  on  a  piece  of  land  in  the 
eastern  ])art  of  the  city.  Two  years  later,  in  1871, 
deciding  that  gardening  was  not  his  forU*,  he  en- 
gaged with  Charles  W.  Butler  in  the  real  testate 
business.  He  soon,  however,  branched  off  for 
himself,  and  selecting  pine  timl^er  as  offering  the 
best  returns  for  labor  and  capital  invested,  he  soon 
became  one  of  the  l>est  known  pine  dealers  of  the 
State.  In  1881  he  established  the  village  of 
Mooi*estovvn  in  Missaukee  Con ntv,  this  State.  He 
built  a  railroad  fifteen  miles  in  length,  and  engaged 
extensively  in  logging  his  timber  in  that  region, 
floating  his  logs  down  the  river  and  having  them 
manufactured  into  lumlwr  at  Muskegon.  He  sold 
out  his  logging  operations  in  1885  in  order  to  give 
his  attenticfu  to  his  increasing  interests  in  the  city. 
Mr.  Moores  was  one  of  the  original  five  stock- 
holders of  the  iJlnsing  Wheelbarrow  Company, 
and  at  the  close  of  its  second  year  became  its  prc»s- 
ident.  which  position  he  still  holds.  This  is  one 
of  the  strong  and  succe^^sful  institutions  of  the 
city,  and  owes  much  of  its  success  to  his  guiding 
hand.  He  has  done  much  toward  the  upbuilding 
of  the  citv,  havinij  built  manv  tastv  homes  in 
various  locations  during  the  last  eight  veal's,  his 
houses  being  noted  for  the  lK»st  (juality  of  mat<?rial 
and  completeness  of  detail  in  their  int<»rior  ar- 
rangement^. The  home  occupied  by  himself,  at 
the  corner  of  Allegan  and  Townsend  Streets,  was 
built  in  188(i,  and  is  still  admitted  to  Ik?  the 
handsomest  wooden  residence  in  the  citv.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Plymouth  Congregational  Church, 
which  he  served  for  inan\  veai-s  as  Chairman  of 
its  lk)ard  of  Trustees,  and  is  one  of  it**  l)e.st  known 
and  active  supi)orters. 

Mr.  Moores'  fii>t  marriage  took  ])lace  at  Con- 
cord, Mich.,  December  17,  1873,  to  Sarah  Lois 
SU'vens,  who  died  in  March,  1880,  leaving  one 
daughter — Miss  Josephine  V,  In  April,  1877,  he 
married  his  present  wife,  Mi>.  S.  P' ranees  (Jood- 
man,  at  Oak  Park,  III.     Since    1887    his   attention 
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has  been  given  largely  l<>  the  yellow  pine  lands  of   ! 
the  South,  selecting  Mjutheastern  Missi^sij)l)i  as  his 
field  of  oiK»mtions.     lie   has  In^oine  interested  in 
many  thousand  a<'res,  and  is  enthusiastic  as  to  the 
outcome  of  investments  made  in  that  Slatt*. 


IKRC'K  SLICKKR.     It  has  ofWn  l)een  noted 
I   J!  that    the   children    of   our    (Jerman- Ameri- 
can    citizens     have    moi-e     than     ordinary 

• 

(|ualities  of  industry,  enterprise  and  ability 
to  succeed  in  life,  and  this  is  no  doubt  due  to  the 
fact  that  traits  inheriti»d  through  generations  of 
quiet,  persistent  energy  have  lK»en  broadened  and 
awakened  by  the  breadth  and  fullness  and  stir  of 
American  lift*.  Whatever  the  theorv,  the  fact 
remains  that  we  find  in  this  class  some  of  our  most 
worth V  and  desirable  citizens. 

The  city  of  Detroit  was  the  birthplace  of  our 
subject  August  10,  18Gl,and  his  parents  Lewis  and 
Theresa  (Trollman)  Slicker  were  nativt?s  of  Ba- 
varia, (iennany,  where  the  father  was  a  tiiilor  by 
trade.  He  came  Ut  the  United  States  about  the 
vear  IHal),  and  made  his  permanent  home  in 
Detroit,  where  he  still  resides  and  is  active  in  liis 
trade.  To  this  couple  had  Ihh'u  born  six  cliildn'n, 
namely:  Pierce,  Charles,  Theroe,  Charles.  Marv 
and  Merry.  TIk*  first  Charles  an<l  the  <lauirhter 
Mary  have  botli  |)asse(l  across  llie  dark  river,  and 
Ihcir  niotlier  was  called  from  eartli  in  1872.  being 
only  thirty-six  veal's  <>ld.  She  was  long  mourned 
by  those  who  kiie\\  her  and  will  be  remembered  as 
a   (h'vout  member  of  tlie  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

lb'  of  whom  we  write  wa>  trained  to  maniiood 
in  Detroit  and  there  received  his  education  in  the 
St.  •losepli  School.  At  tlie  age  of  sixteen  he  cann^ 
to  Tyrone  and  bound  himself  out  as  a  farm  hand 
to  work  for  a  farmer  until  he  readied  lii.-H  majority, 
for  ^2r>().  After  eoinpleting  tliis  t<Min  of  service 
he  worked  by  the  month  until  the  time  of  his 
marriage,  which  took  place  December  1  1.  IHH,"). 
His  l»ride.  Miss  Tessie  Cranston  was  a  native  of 
Tyrone  Townsliip,  and   a  daughter  of  David  and 


Samh  (IkH?lK?)  Cranston  who  lK»tween  the  years  of 
184')  and  IH^O  came  fnmi  New  York  to  Ohio,  and 
later  removed  to  Michigan,  where  they  settled  ii|>on 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  ricli  land.  Two 
only  of  their  four  children  aivnow  living,  namely; 
Klmer  and  Tessie. 

After  his  nmrriage  Mr.  Slicker  rented  hisi  iiiotber- 
in-law's  farm  of  two  hundr(»d  and  forty  acres 
which  he  and  his  wife  now  own;  it  is  one  of 
the  finest  farms  to  l)e  found  in  the  township.  In  * 
his  political  views  our  subject  is  in  sym|)ath\'  with 
the  Democratic  party  and  is  intei^ested  in  national 
movements,  but  is  not  in  any  sense  a  seeker  for 
otllce.  He  i>  a  pn>gressive  and  pros|x*rous  farmer, 
and  b(>th  he  and  his  wife  are  highly  houoix?d  and 
respected  throughout  the  community  in  which  they 
live. 
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OHN  P.  VANSYCKLK.  Themend>ersof  the 
family  of  which  our  subject  is  a  representa- 
tive have,  for  the  most  part,  lH*en  tillers  of 
the  soil,  and  have  made  a  suct*ess  of  the 
bmnch  of  business  to  which  they  have  devoted 
thems<»lves.  Our  subject's  father  was  Josej)!!  Van- 
syckK',  a  hui  of  Rynere  Vansyckle,  a  native  of 
New  .ler>ey.  where  he  >pent  his  life  and  pa.S'HHi 
away  from  this  world  at  the  age  of  eii>btv-five 
years.  He  was  by  birtli  and  constant  empU>yment 
a  farmer,  and  liis  father  was  tmc  of  the  fii-st  settlers 
in  N<*w  York,  .loseph  Vansyckle  was  born  in 
New  Jer>ey  in  171^7.  He  there  lived  and  wa>  mar- 
ried to  Lydia  Kenney,  who  was  born  March  2. 
1800.  and  whose  decease  occurred  in  18S9.  She 
was  a  (laughter  of  William  Kenney,  a  native  of 
N<'w  York,  wlio  was  of  S<-otch  ancestry. 

To  .losepli  \'an>yckle  and  wife  were  Iku'u  ten 
children,  live  >ons  and  five  daughters.  In  is;^,') 
Mr.  Vansyckle*  came  to  Oakland  County,  and 
settled  in  Indi^pendenci-  Township,  which  rtveived 
its  name  from  the  gentleman  just  mentioned.  He 
settled  (HI  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
which  \\v  took  up  from  the  (iovernment,  and  here 
he  lived  and  died  in  1H()0.  He  aini  his  wife  were 
Methodists.     They    were   among   the    pioneei*s  of 
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tliat  county,  and  at  the  time  of  their  coming  lierc 
one  could  travel  north  for  many  miU^s  without 
finding  any  settlement.  There  were  at  the  lime 
plenty  of  wolves  and  Iwars,  and  deer  were  numer- 
ous, which  was  fortunate,  as  the  larder  might  often 
liave  l)een  empty  had  Mr.  Yansyckle  not  l>een  so 
go(xi  a  hunter  and  game  so  easy  to  obtain. 

John  P.  Yansyckle  was  born  June  19,  1829,  in 
Warren  County,  N.  J.,  and  when  five  years  of  age 
came  with  his  jmrents  to  Oakland  County  and  re- 
mained with  them,  assisting  with  the  pioneer  work 
until  he  was  of  age,  when  he  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's trade.  In  1854  he  was  married  in  Oakland 
County  to  Miss  Elizabeth  (lulick,  a  daughter  of 
Henry  (iulick,  a  native  of  New  Jersi»y,  and  an 
early  settler  in  Oakland  County,  where  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  decease  occurring  in 
1862.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a  family  of  ten 
children,  five  s(ms  and  five  daughters.  He  was 
always  a  farmer,  and  in  his  religious  relations  a 
meml)er  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Joseph  H.,  Martha  L.,  James 
T.,  Melvina  1).  and  Harry  M.  All  are  living  ex- 
cepting the  last  named.  He  of  whom  we  write 
owns  eighty-fiv^e  acres  of  land  in  Oakland  County. 
This  he  resided  upon  until  1864,  when  he  went  to 
Johnstown,  liar ry  County,  and  there  lived  until 
1866,  coming  at  that  time  to  Ingham  County  where 
he  settled  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  which  he  cleaivd  and  broke.  Tliis  he  sold 
and  then  bought  two  hundred  acres  where  he  now 
resides.  His  farm  bears  a  good  class  of  ])uildings, 
his  residence  all  that  a  home  should  be,  and  his 
Iwrns  and  granaries  large  and  roomy.  He  has 
given  eighty  acres  of  his  original  purchase  to 
his  son,  which  leaves  him  (me  hundred  and  twenty 
acres. 

Mrs.  Elizal>eth  Yansyckle  died  August,  1889, 
and  feeling  the  need  of  a  companion  to  help  him 
gather  up  the  broken  threads  of  life,  he  w:\s  mar- 
ried to  Hosetta  l)e  Mond.  a  daughttM*  of  Harrison 
He  Mond.  a  native  of  New  York,  who  is  an  early 
settler  in  Oakland  County,  coming  here  in  1840 
where  he  passed  his  life,  his  divease  taking  pljice 
October  6,  1889.  Mr.  l)e  Mond  was  a  mason  by 
trade  and  the  father  of  a  Inry-e   family.     Our  sul>- 


ject  has  Ijeen  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune  and 
has  accumulated  a  handsome  property.  He  is  a 
Prohibitionist,  hoping  to  see  the  principles  of  that 
party  become  those  that  are  generally  accepted. 
He  has  been  Highway  Commissioner  six  yeai-s  in 
succession. 


w<K> 
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RANK  L.  HYNE.  There  is  perhaps  no 
Jj  family  in  Brighton  Township,  IJvingston 
/m\  County,  more  progressive  and  prosperous 
and  more  rapidly  accumulating  a  handsome  prop- 
erty than  that  which  is  represented  by  the  name  at 
the  head  of  this  sketch.  This  active  young  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  was  born  on  the  farm  whei^ 
he  now  makes  his  home,  on  the  21st  of  August 
1856.  He  is  the  son  of  Charles  T.  Hyne,  and  a 
younger  brother  of  William  F.  Hyne,  of  whom 
extended  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this  vol- 
ume, and  in  whose  sketch  more  is  told  of  the  father 
than  can  l)e  given  within  the  space  of  this  brief  nar- 
rative. The  district  school  furnished  the  early  edu- 
cation  of  this 'young  man,  and  he  afterward  took 
a  course  of  study  in  the  Commercial  College  at 
Detroit,  being  there  during  the  yeai*s  1875  and 
1876. 

It  was  about  the  jear  1873  when  the  young  man 
])egan  business  on  his  own  account,  and  since  that 
day  he  has  gradually  increased  his  Ojx^rations  until 
he  now  carries  on  an  extensive  farming  business. 
He  has  a  large  trade  in  live  stock,  and  for  a  num- 
l)er  of  years  bought  and  shipped  to  a  considerable 
extent.  He  raises  and  handles  Shorthorn  cattle, 
which  he  registers,  and  has  a  very  fine  herd. 

The  young  man's  efforts  have  not  been  entirely 
confined  to  business  operations,  as  he  has  taken 
time  to  woo  and  win  for  his  wife  a  lady  who  is 
fully  his  equal  in  character  and  al)ility.  Tpon  the 
2nd  of  April,  1891,  he  was  wedde<l  to  Mrs.  Lizzie 
(Williams)  Sullivan,  of  Detroit,  the  widow  of 
Charles  Sullivan,  and  daughter  of  Edwin  Will- 
iams, who  died  in  1888  after  having  Iwen  in  busi- 
nes*<  in  Detroit  for  more  than  forty  years. 

The  farm  of  P'rank  Hyne  consists  of  one  bun- 
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dred  and  ninety  acres  of  clioiee  land.  an<l  Upsides 
this  pruiKMty  he  is  a  stockholder  with  his  two  older 
hrothei-s,  William  and  P'rederick,  in  a  *i:rist  mill  at 
lirij^hton.  He  is  a  man  who  makes  money  luitu- 
rally  and  ejisily,  yet  without  infrinjrinfj:  uiK>n  the 
riglits  of  others,  as  liis  unusual  ability  and  judg- 
ment, whicli  is  conceded  to  Ik?  of  a  hij;:h  order,  en- 
ables him  to  plan  wisely  and  to  succi^sfully  curry 
out  liis  enterprises,  llis  political  inclinations  arc 
in  favor  of  the  l)em(K*mtic  platform,  althou«xh  he 
pays  only  the  ordinary  attention  to  politics,  as  he 
d<K»s  not  have  time  to  devote  to  such  matters. 


X 


ilL^  ORATIO  M.  LITCIIFIKLI).  The  military 
record  of  the  gentleman  whose  sketch  in  a 
^  biographical  way,  it  is  our  pleasant  privi- 
^  lege  to  here  give,  is  one  of  which  any  man 
might  well  Ih»  proud,  for  it  is  that  of  a  man  who 
gjive  his  services  freely  and  gladly  to  his  State, 
expecting  nothing  in  retiu-n.  He  fought  for  his 
country,  not  for  the  glory,  and  therein  lies  the 
secret  of  the  great  military  success  of  Norlhern 
arms.  Mr.  Litchfield  was  with  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  and  belonged  to  Hancock's  Corps.  He  is 
now  a  resident  of  Leroy  Townsliii),  b<Mnir  owner 
)f  a  fine  farm  on  section  20.  Leroy  Township. 
Ingham  County. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  natiye  of  Norf<>lk 
County.  Ontario.  Canada,  and  was  born  Decern- 
ber  25,  1H42.  He  is  a  son  of  Julius  anci  Ade- 
line (Stearns)  Litchfield,  natiyes  of  New  York 
Stat^'.  Ten  year.s  of  his  boyhood  wvvv  passed 
in  Canachi  and  then  with  \\i>  parents  lie  came 
to  Michigan,  his  father  locatinir  in  Monroe  City 
wIhmc  they  resided  for  some  time,  bciuii'  en<r.'iued 
in  farming.  The  original  of  our  sketcli  was 
denied  tlie  j)riyileges  of  higher  (Mhicalion  but 
<'arly  assimilated  in  the  district  schools  of  the 
primitiye  days  all  that  was  rc(|nir('<l  for  a  [uactical 
business  life.  In  August.  18(12.  Mr.  Litchfield  en- 
listed in  the  Wai*  of  the  Rebellion,  joining  Com- 
pany H.  (if  the  Twenty-sixth    Michiiran    Infaiitiy 


anil  with  this  regiment  was  assigned  to  duty  in 
tlie  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  had  the  good 
fortune  to  be  in  Hancock's  corjw.  He  engaged  in 
the  battle  of  S|>ottsylvania,  in  the  l>attle  of  the 
Wilderness,  also  at  Cold  Harljor  and  Pine  Run. 
He  was  also  in  the  Iwittle  of  Five  Points  and  was 
present  at  l^ee's  surrender  at  Appomattox.  Be- 
sides thesi*  engagements  that  ai*e  of  world-wide 
fame  and  which  rank  among  the  mo8t  eelebi*ate<l 
battles  that  the  world  has  ever  seen,  he  took  part 
in  many  minor  engagements,  and  was  finally  hon- 
(►rably  discharged  in  the  summer  of   1865. 

After  leaving  the  service  Mr.  Litchfield  spent 
some  time  in  Iowa  and  also  in  Missouri,  after 
which  he  came  Iwick  to  Michigan  and  was  soon 
after  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Teresa  Brown,  a 
daughter  of  Mateson  and  Olive  Brown.  He  soon 
after  |)urchased  the  farm  whereon  he  now  lives. 
Although  not  an  extensive  tract  it  is  fertile  and 
yields  abundantly.  Socially  our  subject  keejjs  up 
his  war  ass<K'iations  by  meml)ership  with  Williams- 
ton  Post,  No.  1(K3,  (1.  A.  R.  He  has  served  as  Vii*e 
C<mimander  of  this  society.  In  |)olitics  he  is  an 
adherent  and  belieyer  in  the  principles  as  held  by 
the  Republican  i>arty.  Personally  he  is  a  progres- 
siv<»  man,  with  original  tendencies.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  are  regarded  in  the  ti)wnship  in  which 
they  live  as  great  additicms  to  the  social  spirit  of 
the  place. 


-3  ^T 


1?'^ 
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^  1:TH  C.  STOAV^     More  lasting  than  specu- 
lative interests  and  without  their  deleteri- 


ous effect  upon  the  moral  nature,  agricul- 
ture offers  a  s'lfe  livelihood  to  any  indus- 
trious  man.  Cnless  superior  judgment  and  man- 
agement is  biought  to  bear  in  this  as  in  other 
callings,  theie  is  seldom  a  brilliant  success,  for  the 
irround  will    not    yield    any   more  by  brute    force 

»^  ft  ft.  • 

than  will  human  nature  be  productive  by  force. 
Our  snbjiet  belongs  to  one  of  the  favored  class. 
who  is  not  only  sure  of  his  living,  but  also  a  suc- 
cessful financier.  He  has  attained  an  enviable 
position  in  the    I'steem    of    the    iK?ople    in    Leroy 
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Townshii),  where  he  makes  his  residence  on  section 
27.  lie  was  born  in  Livingston  County,  tliis 
State,  October  17,  18il. 

Mr.  Stow  is  a  son  of  Asle  and  Luana  (Stow) 
Stow.  His  parents  weie  natives  of  Vermont.  They 
emigrated  to  Livingston  County  at  an  early  day 
and  there  they  spent  some  time.  The  father  of 
our  subject  died  a  number  of  years  ago;  the  mother 
still  survives,  making  her  home  in  Livingston 
County  where  she  has  spent  the  greater  portion  of 
her  life.  The  senior  Mr.  Stow  occupied  a  numl)er 
of  township  offices.  He  of  whom  we  write  is  one 
of  four  children  lH)rn  to  his  i)arents,  Isaac,  Anson, 
Seth  C.  and  Olive.  The  last  named  is  the  wife  of 
James  Gray.  Our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood  ! 
in  his  native  county  and  experienced  many  of  the 
hardships  as  well  as  interesting  adventures  of  pi- 
oneer life.  His  whole  career  has  lieen  identified 
with  agricultural  interests,  l)eing  drilled  to  that 
work  from  earliest  lK)vhood.  In  the  intervals  of 
farm  lal>or  he  received  a  fair  common-school  edu- 
c^ition,  one  that  fitted  him  for  the  ordinarv  l>e- 
mands  of  business  life. 

July  1,  1868  the  original  of  our  sketch  was 
united  in  marriage  while  still  in  Livingston  County 
to  Miss  Nancy  Jone^,  a  sister  of  Mrs.  J.  M.  Chris- 
tian, of  whom  a  sketch  appeal's  in  another  part 
of  this  work.  The  wife  has  made  the  life  of 
her  husband  rounded  and  complete.  She  is  the 
mother  of  five  children,  whose  names  are,  George, 
Elmer,  liert,  Li  la  and  \'ernon.  He  of  whom  we  write 
is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  fortv  acres  of 
land  which  is  in  a  sUite  of  excellent  cultivation 
and  the  farm  ranks  among  the  l)est  in  Leroy 
Township. 

As  was  the  case  in  early  days,  the  parents  of  our 
subject  could  give  their  son  but  small  pecuniary 
help  and  what  he  has  accumulated  has  been  made 
by  his  own  effort.  Mr.  Stow  is  now  serving  his 
fourth  year  as  Highway  Commissioner  of  Leroy 
Township  and  has  also  held  several  other  positions 
especially  those  most  important  in  a  township  c(m- 
nected  with  the  schools.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Patrons  of  Industrv  and  with  his  wife  has  identi- 
fied  himself  with  the  Methodist  Protestant  Church 
in  which  he  is  now  serving  as  Steward  and  also 
Trustee.     It  is  an  old  and    well  known  savins:  that 


an  honest  man  is  the  noblest  work  of  (iod  and 
surely  our  subject  comes  under  this  head.  He  is 
noted  for  his  thrift  and  industrv  and  the  beautv 
and  harmony  of  his  public  life  is  only  a  reflection 
of  the  kindness  and  loving  gentleness  that  is 
found  in  his  familv. 


^"^r^."$@ 


:41  ]fA LLI AM  II.  CLARK  of  Mason  City,  Ingham 
\/\j//  County,  was  born  in  Klba,  (ienesee  County, 
W^  N.  Y.,  February  26, 1831.  He  is  a  son  of 
Abijah  and  Phcelw  Ann  (Driggs)  Clark,  lK)th  natives 
of  (ienesee  Countv,  where  the  familv  has  resided 
for  generations  and  indeed  for  one  hundred  yeai*s. 
Our  subject  was  brought  up  on  a  farm  and  at  the 
age  of  fifteen  l)egan  his  apprenticeship  as  a  print-er, 
and  completed  this  training  on  the  Detroit  Free 
PresH  as  he  came  West  in  18r)0.  Five  yeai^s  after 
he  l)ought  a  newspaper  in  Wilmingtim,  Will 
Countv,  III.,  and  conducted  it  until  1859  when  he 
removed  to  Yorkville,  Kendall  County,  111.,  where 
he  remained  until  186L  He  had  studied  law  and 
been  admitted  to  the  bar  while  in  Wilimington 
about  the  ve.ir  1807. 

At  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  this  young  man 
sold  out  his  paper  and  entered  the  Thirty-sixth 
Illinois  Infantry  receiving  a  commission  as  Second 
Lieutenant.  His  fii-st  heavy  battle  was  at  Pea 
Ridge  and  later  he  was  transferred  to  the  vicinity 
of  Shiloh  after  the  battle  had  l)een  fought  at  that 
l)lace  and  was  with  the  army  that  drove  Ikaure- 
gard  out  of  Corinth.  While  at  Rienzi  he  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant  for  meritori- 
ous service  on  the  field  of  Pea  Ridge. 

This  regiment  was  transferred  to  Cincinnati  and 
later  to  Louisville  and  they  were  in  the  battle  of 
Perry ville  in  Sheridan's  Division  under  Gen.  Buell, 
and  here  our  subject  was  wounded  in  the  left  arm 
so  that  he  was  disabled  for  two  months.  He  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Stcme  River  at  Murfreesboro 
and  was  again  wounded,  but  being  the  only  officer 
in  the  company  remained  in  charge  and  his  regi- 
ment in  this  battle  lost  about  two-fifths  of  its  num- 
ber.    He  was  now  promoted  to  the  rank   of   Regi- 
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mental  Adjutant.  In  tlio  battle  of  diickaniau^a 
his  liorse  was  shot  from  under  him  and  he  never 
reeeiv€»d  pay  for  this  loss  until  twenty -seven  years 
afterward.  At  Chattanooga  he  received  a  Captain's 
commission  for  meritorious  service  during  the  pre- 
ceding battle.**.  After  tlie  iMittle.  of  Missionary 
Ridge  he  was  wounded  by  a  Iwyimet  in  the  right 
leg  and  8<H>n  afterward  resigned  (m  account  of  j 
disabilitv. 

Before  going  into  the  army  Mr.  Clark  had  been 
married  and  by  this  union  there  were  two  children, 
William  L.,  wlio  edits  the  Ingham  County  /M//o- 
**r<it  and  Lillian  P.,  wlio  married  and  died  leaving 
one  child.  The  mother  of  this  son  and  daughter 
was  called  from  earth  and  in  18G4  our  subject  was 
again  married  and  he  now  IcK'atcd  in  Mason  City 
where  he  carried  on  the  liver v  business  for  some 
time  and  is  now  proprietor  of  the  Clark  ITousi*. 
By  the  8ec<md  marriage  he  has  three*  sons,  Charles 
S.,  Fred  J.  and  ( ieorge  ( ). 

The  fi i*st  Mi*s.  Clark  bore  the  mai<len  name  of 
Julia  A.  Mead  and  wjis  a  daughter  of  Andrew  ,1. 
and  Parnell  (Wait)  Mead.  The  presiMit  Mi-s.  Clark 
was  known  in  her  maidenhood  jus  Kate  M.  Mai>h 
and  is  a  daughter  of  Spencer  Marsh.  Mr.  Clark's 
parents  brouglit  him  to  Michigan  when  he  was 
onlv  four  veai*s  old  and  he  remembers  the  soldiers 
who  took  |>art  in  the  boun<larv  war  between  .Mich- 
igjm  and  Ohio.  His  paternal  grnndfalher,  William 
Lee  Clark,  was  killed  at  tin*  siege  of  Buffalo  in  the 
War  of  1812. 


lUAM  RIX.  Am.  Anioniz  the  prominent 
|:  and  inlluentinl  citizens  of  Ingham  County, 
we  are  pU'n>e(l  to  include  the  biographical 
sketch  of  this  <'>tini:i]>le  resident  of  Lcrov 
Town>hi|).  lie  is  a  >on  of  Hiram  and  Kniily 
(Osborn)  Rix,  an<l  was  born  in  the  township  of 
Sharon.  WaslitcMiaw  County.  ( )ctobci-  17,  \x\\.  At 
the  aire  of  five  vears  he  wa>  brouirht  bv  his  parents 

•  •  •  I 

to  their  farm  in  Lcrov.  Iniiliani  County. 

All  the  early  associations  of  Www    of   whom    wc 
write  are  connected  with  the  di>trict    in    which    he 


is  now  a  resident,  lie  was  heiv  reared  to  manhood, 
and  the  details  of  improvement  and  the  gradual 
evolution  from  the  original  wild  .state  of  the  land 
to  its  presc»nt  pros|K*rous  air  of  rural  life,  is  ai^  fam- 
iliar to  our  subject  as  is  his  own  daily  life.  His 
educational  advantages  like  those  of  most  pioneer 
youths  were  limited,  but  he  awjuii-ed  enough  to 
give  him  an  impetus  to  go  on  by  himself.  In  Oot- 
oIhm-,  18()2,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  responded  t4» 
the  call  of  his  country  for  troojte  and  enlisted  in  the 
War  of  the  RelK»llion,  joining  Comi)any  I),  of  the 
Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry.  Active  field  service  com- 
menced with  him  at  (tettvsburg,  and  within  a  few 
days  evem*  commissioned  oflicer  of  his  company 
was  either  killed  or  wounded,  many  of  his  conii-ades 
in  the  ranks  had  fallen  and  he  was  a  pris<;>ner, 
captured  in  the  cavalry  fight  at  Booneshoro,  Md. 
July  8,  18().*i.  He  was  sent  to  Libby  Priscm,  and 
from  there  to  Belle  Island,  where  he  was  hold  until 
September  .*iO,  18().'L  when  he  was  releas(»d  on  [Minde, 
sick  with  typhoid  fever.  Rei'overing  his  health  he 
returned  to  his  ccmimand  and  scM'ved  under  Custer 
and  Sheridan  until  the  close  of  the  war,  participat- 
ing in  all  the  battles  of  the  famous  Shenandoah 
cam))aign  in  18()4,  then  the  battle  of  Five  Forks, 
and  from  there  to  Appomattox  where  Lee  sur- 
rendered. 

After  the  clo>e  of  the  war  the  brigade  to  which 
he  belonict*d  was  sent  West  into  the  vicinity  of  Ft. 
Laramie  to  assist  in  (pn*lling  the  hostile  Indians. 
After  a  stay  of  several  months  he  was  honorably 
discharged  in  November,  18(5;'),  and  returned  t4)  his 
<>ld  liomc  to  resume  the  occu})ation  of  fanning. 
He  is  now   the    owner  of  one  hundred  and   sixtv 

• 

acre>  of  good  land,  which  he  purchased  in  its  ori- 
ginal wild  state,  cleared  and  brought  it  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivaticui,  and  has  erected  some  admir- 
able biiildinirs.  the  residence  being  iJarticularlv  at- 
tiactive,  and  a  model  country  hous<*  in  which  com- 
fort is  the  chief  con>ideration. 

August  27.  1H71,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Hettie 
Neal.  daughter  of  Rufus  J.  Neal,  also  a  resident  of 
Lcroy  Townsliip.  Mrs.  Rix  was  of  great  assistance 
to  her  husband  during  their  early  struggles  for  a 
competence  and  an  in>piration  to  accomplish  the 
hard  and  uninteresting  work  incident  to  farm  life. 
Their  union  was  blest  by  the  advent  of  nine   chil- 
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ciren  whose  names  are  a»  follows:  Milton,  George, 
Walter,  Carl,  Edith,  Floyd,  Clifford,  Gertrude,  and 
I^iither.  Milton,  the  eldest,  is  learning  the  mach- 
inist's trade  at  the  Michigan  Central  Railroad  shops 
in  Jackson,  Mich. 

Mr.  Rix  proves  that  he  is  a  man  of  sterling  fibre 
and  not  to  be  daunted  by  discouragements  from 
the  fact  that  although  he  has  not  been  exempt  from 
backsets  more  than  other  men,  he  has  never  allow- 
ed himself  to  l)e  despondent,  taking  up  the  work 
tliat  is  nearest  at  hand  and  doing  it  wi-th  his  whole 
heart.  Herein  lies  the  secret  of  his  success.  For 
two  yeai-s  he  served  as  Clerk  of  I^roy  Township,  and 
Was  Supervisor  one  year.  In  1890  he  was  candi- 
date for  Representative  to  the  State  Legislature 
from  the  second  district  of  Ingham  County,  but 
was  defeated  by  Hon.  C.  C.  Fitch,  of  Mason. 

Our  subject  is  progressive  in  all  his  tendencies. 
The  public  benefit  is  more  to  him  than  private 
enterprise.  He  is  strictl}'  conscientious  and  cannot 
y>e  swerved  from  the  line  of  duty  as  he  sees  it  by 
any  considerations  of  self-interest.  He  and  his 
wife  are  representatives  of  tlie  best  social  elemeiit 
in  this  community.  He  is  present  commander  of 
F.  Turrell  Post,  No.  93,  (4.  A.  R.  at  Webl)erville. 


•M-M- 


•M'-M- 


*U:()RGE  HILL  FKRGi:SON,  M.  1).  New- 
.j^  comei^s  in  any  flourishing  city  have  to  run 
the  risk  of  being  overlooked  by  people  who 
do  not  know  them,  and  of  l)eing  overehadowed  by 
the  already  established  rei>utation  of  older  residents 
who  are  in  the  same  line  of  business  or  professional 
work  with  themselves.  A  young  physician,  newly 
established  in  a  city  finds  this  particularly  true, 
but  if  he  possesses  exceptional  character,  ability 
and  skill,  he  will  overcome  these  disadvantages  and 
soon  l)e  brought  to  the  front. 

Such  exceptional  characteristics  may  l)e  adjudged 
to  Dr.  Fergus^)n,  whose  portrait  appears  upon  the 
op|K)site  page.  Although  comparatively  a  new- 
comer in  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  he  is  already 
enjoying  a  popular  practice  as  a  physician  and  sur- 
geon.    He   was  born  in   (irant  Township,  Oceana 


County,  this  State,  January  27,  1867.  His  father, 
Ninian  Ferguson,  wa:^  a  native  of  Holt,  in  this 
county.  His  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the  name 
of  Ninian,  was  a  native  of  Canada  and  followed 
the  pursuit  of  a  contractor  and  builder.  He  early 
settled  in  Holt,  where  he  carried  on  his  work,  but 
enlisted  under  the  flag  of  the  Tuion  and  served 
during  the  Civil  War  for  two  years.  He  was  killed 
by  a  railroad  train  at  I^slie,  Mich.,  on  his  way 
home.  The  Ferguson  family  is  of  Scottish  descent 
and  traces  its  lineage  back  to  the  nobility  of  Scot- 
land, 

The  mechanical  ability  of  the  father  put  him  in 
the  engineering  and  mechanical  department  of  the 
army  while  he  was  in  the  I'nited  States  service,  in 
which  he  enlisted  when  he  was  about  eighteen 
years  old,  remaining  therein  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  then  bought  a  farm  in  Oceana  Township, 
Oceana  County,  and  after  two  years  removed  to 
Shelby,  in  the  same  county,  where  he  managed  a 
furniture  store,  l^ter  he  went  to  White  Hall  as  a 
millwright  and  afterward  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  shingles  and  lumber  on  contract  for  four 
vcai*s.  After  that  he  removed  to  Gobleville,  Van 
Buren  Countv,  where  he  carried  on  his  business  as 
a  contractor  and  builder  until  1890,  At  that  time 
he  removed  to  South  Chicago,  where  he  still  pur- 
sues the  same  business.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Isabel le  Thrasher  and  was  born  in  Essex, 
Ohio,  l>eing  a  daughter  of  WillianiT.  Thrasher,  of 
Albion,  who  is  a  blacksmith  and  carriage-maker. 
Both  parents  were  devoted  meml>ers  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  three 
bovs,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Oceana  and 
Van  Buren  Counties,  attending  the  city  sc^hools  at 
Whit^  Hall,  and  Injing  graduated  when  eighteen 
veal's  of  age.  He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade 
when  a  boy  and  also  learned  decomti ng  and  arch- 
itecture. He  followed  contracting  and  building  at 
(ioblesville  until  1887  when  he  entered  the  I'ni- 
versity  of  Michigan,  studying  in  the  department  of 
medicine  and  was  graduated  in  1890,  with  the  de. 
gree  of  DcK'tor  of  Medicine.  He  carried  on 
researches  in  seven  special  courses  while  there,  pay- 
ing particular  attention  to  gynecology  and  electro- 
therapeutics. 
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The  Doc'tor  located  in  Mai^on,  Mich.,  aud  after 
ten  months'  practice  there  removed.  May  <>,  181H, 
to  I^nsing,  where  he  hou^rht  out  Dr.  F.  ().  Ilud- 
nntts  and  has  worked  up  for  himi>elf  a  tine  practice 
in  surgery,  of  whicli  he  makes  a  specialty.  He  de- 
votees one  day  in  the  week  to  his  old  patients  in 
Mason  who  still  cling  to  him,  and  from  whom  he 
at  times  lias  calls  everv  dav  in  the  week.  He  is 
prominently  identified  with  the  Knight**  of  Pythias 
and  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  is  well 
known  among  the  Alumni  of  the  University  of 
Michigan.  As  a  vocalist  he  is  well  known  through- 
out this  part  of  the  State,  having  a  fine  voice  and 
singing  as  fii*st  tenor.  With  two  brothers  and  a 
Mr.  Walker  he  helped  to  form  a  male  cpiarti'tte 
which  did  exc'ellent  service  for  three  months,  dur- 
ing the.campaign  of  1888  for  the  Prohibition  party, 
to  which  he  is  ardently  attached. 

The  Doctf>r  has  recjently  invented  a  gasoline 
heating  stove  and  has  applied  for  a  patent.  It  is 
t^onsidered  by  capable  judges  to  be  far  superior  to 
any  moveable  stove  ever  invented  for  heating 
purposes,  as  it  can  l>e  easily  moved  from  (»ne  room 
to  another.  Dr.  Fergus(m  is  meeting  with  large 
sales,  having  sold  one  hundred  and^seventeen 
stoves  in  the  short  space  of  four  hours. 


i  '    I  I     I  I  I  I 
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OllN  CLKAR.  The  gentleman  whosi*  name 
appeal's  above  and  who  is  one  of  the  tirni  '/f 
Wells  tV  Clear,  wholesale  dealers  in  oils, coal 
V  and  ice,  is  one  of  the  <'arly  residents  of  the 
city  of  Lansing.  He  has  been  here  since  IHfWj.  He 
was  born  in  Sanduskv.  Ohio,  .hilv  I.  IS;')!.  He  re- 
mained  there  but  a  .short  time,  his  family  inoviny 
to  South  Bend,  hid.,  which  was  his  home  for  a  few 
years.  He  came  to  this  city  when  twelve  ve.'ii*s 
old  and  soon  afterward  went  into  the  tjrocery  bu>i 
ness  with  John  Whitelv.  Me  was  so  eni^ai^ed  for 
some  time  and  there  accpiired  the  elements  i\{  his 
business  educiition. 

Our  subject  started  a  ilrav  of  which  he  was  him- 
self the  |>roprietor,  and  drove  the  wagon  for  the 
United  States   Kxpress  Company.       He    still    con- 


tinues to  have  charge  of  the  last-named  business  in 
connection  with  his  other  interests,  and  now  has 
all  the  work  for  the  Detroit,  l^nsing  <fe  Northern 
Railroad,  which  alone  requires  four  teams.  Mr. 
Clear  went  into  partnership  with  Mr.  Wells  in  the 
oil  business  in  1880.  Tliey  have  built  a  station 
here  and  also  at  Saginaw  and  now  have  a  large 
jobbing  trade.  They  receive  their  oil  by  oat  load 
lots.  They  also  deal  in  coal,  ice  and  wood  and 
give  employment  to  al>out  nine  men. 

Our  subject  has  not  l)een  greatly  interested  in 
politics,  but  usually  gives  his  vote  and  the  weight 
of  his  influence  to  the  Republican  party.  His  wife, 
who  is  a  most  estimable  lady,  was  in  her  maiden- 
hood Miss  Fanny  Hoffman,  of  this  city.  She  is 
the  mother  of  four  children,  whose  names  are  John, 
Tina,  Florence  and  Beatrice.  They  ai*e  bright  and 
amiable  young  j)e()ple  who  piomise  to  l>e  a  sourc*e 
of  great  comfort  to  their  parents. 


as-^-j^sE^^^ 


y 


fAMKS  M.  SHE AREH  is  a  retired  farmer  liv- 
ing  on  secti(m  14,  l^insing  Township,  whei-e 
he  is  the  owner  of  a  beautiful  tmct  of  land. 
s^-'  He  and  his  step-son,  B.  B.  Baker,  have  one 
hundred  and  forty-six  acres  within  one  mile  of  the 
city  limits  of  Lansing.  Mr.  Shearer  is  a  si>n  of 
.lames  and  Hannah  (Caldwell)  Shearer,  natives  of 
Franklin  County,  Mass.,  where  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born  April  20,  1815.  He  wjis  reared 
on  a  farm  and  worked  for  his  father  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  His  father  was  a  farmer 
and  a  drover,  dealing  in  cattle  and  other  stock. 

Our  subject  ju^sisted  his  father  on  the  road  when 
a  boy.  He  remained  in  the  old  Bay  Stat<»  until 
twenty-nine  yeai-s  of  age  and  was  then  appointed 
Steward  of  the  Insane  Asylum  at  Brattleboro,  \'t.. 
in  which  capacity  he  served  for  fiveyeai's.  It  was 
while  hnving  charge  of  this  institution  that  he 
f< Mined  the  accpiaintance  of  Mrs.  Del)oi*ah  Baker, 
who  was  the  matron  of  theinstituti<m.  They  were 
married  Se|)teml)er  4,  1849.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Keuben  and  Abigail  (Brooks)  Bigelow\  and  is 
a  native  of  I^ennington,  Vt.,  born  April   12,  1803. 
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She  first  married  Ezra  Baker  in  1831;  he  died 
in  1839,  leaving  her  a  widow  with  four  children, 
wliosc  names  are  Ezra,  Benjamin,  Henry  B.  and 
Charles.  The  eldest  died  while  in  military  service. 
Benjamin  B.,  who  was  lx)rn  in  1835,  resides  with 
tlie  family  of  Mr.  Shearer  and  conducts  the  farm; 
he  is  married  to  Mary  Wiley  and  is  the  father  of 
three  children — Mamie,  Bertha  and  Helen.  Henry 
B.  was  born  in  1837  and  now  resides  in  Lansing. 
After  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Shearer  they 
came  to  Ingham  County  and  in  1851  removed  to 
Mason  and  l)e<?ame  proprietors  of  an  hotel,  remain- 
ing there  for  three  yeai-s.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  moved  to  Tensing  and  has  ever  since  lived  in 
the  township.  He  has  always  taken  great  inter- 
o>t  in  i>olitical  and  social  matters  and  is  a  strong 
Democrat.  He  has  l)een  Supervisor  of  the  town- 
j*hip  for  ten  years  and  has  also  held  other  town 
ottices.  He  was  Sheriff  in  Massachusetts  when  only 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  Mr.  Shearer  is  a  mem- 
lK»r  of  the  Masonic  order  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
both  united  witli  the  Congregational  Church.  They 
are  botli  advanced  in  life,  but  are  still  young  in 
their  sympathies  and  feelings. 


jj^  S.  ABELS,  the  Deputy  United  States  Mar- 

\/iJ//  ^^^^  ^*^^  makes  his  home  at  I^msing,  was 
y^  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  December 
18,  1843  and  is  a  son  of  J.  M.  and  Elizal>eth 
(Avery)  Abels.  The  father  was  formerly  a  boot 
and  shoe  man  and  later  a  luml>er  manufacturer. 
Our  subject  received  his  education  in  New  York, 
completing  his  studies  at  Geneva,  and  subsequent- 
ly engaged  in  selling  dry  goods  in  New  York,  Chi- 
cago and  Toledo.  In  1875  betook  up  detective 
work  on  special  service  in  Toledo  and  afterward 
in  Lansing.  In  1871  he  opened  an  office  as  a  de- 
tective in  an  independent  way  and  was  also  for  a 
time  in  the  employ  of  the  city,  as  Police  Deflec- 
tive. 

Mr.  Al)els  was   appointi»d  Deputy  United   States 
Mai^shal  al)<)ut  eight    years   ago  and    is  at  present 


employed  as  detective  for  the  Michigan  Central 
railroad,  so  that  he  is  on  the  road  a  good  deal  of 
the  time.  He  has  had  many  hard  struggles  in 
working  up  the  cases  of  desperate  characters,  and 
has  had  great  success  in  bringing  to  light  cases 
which  others  had  failed  t<^)  complete  and  has  never 
l>ecn  unsuccessful  in  his  efforts.  He  has  a  good 
reputation  both  i)ersonally  and  in  his  line  of  work. 
He  married  Miss  Asenath  R.  Wait,  a  Vermont  lady 
whose  father  came  to  Delhi  in  this  countv  in  1867. 
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^^?^^  AVID  I).  BIRD.  A  worth}'  representative 
}j]  of  the  agricultural  fraternity,  Mr.  Bird 
hiis  retired  from  active  business  life  and 
is  now  enjoying  a  well  earned  respite  from 
severe  labor,  having  a  pleasant  residence  in  Will- 
iamsville,  Unadilla  Township,  l^ivingston  County. 
He  is  a  son  of  Furman  Bird,  a  native  of  Warren 
County,  N.  J.,  and  a  farmer.  His  grandfather  was 
Edward  Bird,  who  was  of  English  descent  and  a 
man  of  some  note  in  his  day,  being  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  was 
a  farmer  by  (x*cupation  residing  in  Warren  County, 
and  with  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Susimna 
Furman,  lived  U)  a  good  old  age.  His  mother  was 
Mary  Ann  (Davis)  Bird,  also  a  native  of  New 
Jei'sey.  Her  father,  David  Davis,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Riwolutionary  War.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bird,  Sr., 
were  married  in  ^ their  native  State  and  there  re- 
sided until  they  came  to  the  Wolverine  Stat<»  in 
1833,  first  settling  at  Ann  Arbor  on  a  farm.  There 
was  but  a  small  settlement  there  at  thit  time,  a  log 
house  serving  as  a  tavern.  The  farm  comprised 
eighty  acres  of  land  and  was  about  one  mile  from 
the  village. 

The  energies  of  our  subject's  father  bent  to  the 
improvement  of  his  place  and  before  his  decease  he 
erected  a  good  frame  dwelling  house  and  fine 
barns.  Both  parents  passed  away  from  the  scene 
of  their  most  active  lal)or.  Of  ten  children  born 
to  his  parents  our  subject  is  the  only  one  now  liv- 
ing. His  early  training  in  a  religious  way  was  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church.     ( )ur  subject's  father  wjis 
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a  Deacon  in  thai  body  before  coming  to  Michigan. 
I  lis  decease  took  place  in  183i>,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  yeai*s.  llis  wife  died  in  lHi>6  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  Politically  the  father  was  a 
Jackson ian  Denioc^rat.  ^frs.  Bird  was  an  una.**sum- 
ing  Christian  woman  whose  rc^il  worth  was  known 
only  to  her  intimate  friends,  so  quietly  did  she 
perform  her  man^'  deeds  of  kindness.  The  jX)or 
and  needy  found  in  her  a  heli)er,  and  she  was  a 
warm  friend  of  missions  ever  willing  to  deny 
herself  for  otliei-s,  as  the  following  incident  will 
show.  Her  means  were  very  limited:  there  fell  to 
her  at  one  time  the  small  amount  of  !!^3()().  In- 
stead of  using  it  for  her  own  comfort  she  gave 
$200  to  the  cause  of  missicms  and  loaned  the  re- 
mainder to  a  feeble  church  to  build  a  house  of 
worship,  reserving  nothing  for  herself.  Mrs.  Bird 
was  the  only  daughter  of  David  Davis.  She  had 
two  brothers,  Samuel  and  Chambers,  who  were  far- 
mers by  occupation  and  resided  in  Warren  County, 
N.  ,7. 

The  brothers  and  sistei-s  of  our  subject  were  as 
follows;  Betsey,  Sloan,  Samuel.  Klijah,  Mary,  Kd- 
ward,  John,  Joseph  and  Susanna,  all  except  the 
latter  marrying  and  settling  in  Southern  Alichigan. 
Joseph  the  youngest  came  to  his  death  in  the  gold 
mines  of  California;  he  left  a  wife  and  one  child. 
John  lived  and  died  (m  the  old  homestead  wliere 
his  wife  and  family  still  reside. 

The  original  of  our  sket<'li  tirst  saw  tlie  light  of 
day  March  1,  IHl.'K  in  Warren  ('<uinty.  N.  J.  On 
coming  to  Michigan  ho  was  Iwenty  years  of  age 
and  had  received  his  education  in  the  East,  liaving 
had  the  advantages  offered  in  a  district  M'hool. 
He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  wa^  early  familiarized 
with  agricultural  duties,  lie  reninined  at  home 
with  his  father  until  coniiny:  to  Livinir^ton  County, 
giving  him  his  services  until  lie  reached  his  major- 
ity and  working  for  wages  after  thnl  time. 

Mr.  Bird  came  to  this  county  and  located  on  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  acres  in 
Cndilla  Townslii[).  on  section  M).  The  land  is  what 
is  known  as  oak  openings  and  it  was  patented  to 
him  directly  from  the  (iovernnient.  There  wen*  at 
the  time  more  Indians  than  white  men.  neiiifhbois  of 
the  latter  sort  being  very  few.  He  wa>  obliged  to 
borrow  money  to    pay  for    part    of  his    lan<l    and 


lH>ught  two  yoke  of  oxen  on  credit.  Building  a 
log  house  he  l)egan  the  work  of  cleHring,  which 
went  on  slowly  as  he  liad  no  help  and  had  to  de- 
jX4id  uj>on  himself  entirely. 

Our  subject's  marriage  took  place  March  6,  1839, 
at  which  time  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Agues  Pii>er,  a  daughter  of  WiUiam  and  Ag- 
nes Pij>er,  natives  of  Scotland  and  early  settlers 
in  Unadilla  Township.  Mi*s.  Bird  was  bom  Sep- 
t4?ml3er  12,  181(5  in  Scotland.  She  died  l>eeember 
1,  1880.  This  worthy  coui)le  have  l)een  the  par- 
ents of  six  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living. 
They  are  William  F.,  Mary  E.  and  Almira  R. 
William  was  torn  August  24,  1840;  his  first  wife 
was  Elgiva  liar  ton,  a  native  of  Maine;  at  her 
death  she  left  four  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  a 
noble  l)oy  nineteen  years  of  age,  vrsis  drowned 
while  bathing  in  the  lake  at  Williamsville.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  second  wife  was  Ella  Lake, 
lie  lives  near  Ann  Arl)or  and  has  five  children, 
three  of  whom  are  by  his  former  marriage.  Mary 
E.  w:us  lM)rn  Maivh  26,  1845;  she  is  now  the  wife 
of  V.  E.  Ives  and  lives  in  this  township;  she  is  the 
mother  of  two  children.  Almira  K.,  l>oni  Jan- 
uary If),  1848.  is  the  wife  of  A.  R  Dunning  and 
lives  in  Sturgis.  Mr.  Dunning  is  a  prominent  la w- 
\cr  in  that  city.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  jMirc»ntii 
of  two  ciiildren. 


M.  HIOELOW,  a  miller  of  Williamstown 
I  Township,  Ingham  County,  is  a  son  of  J.  K. 
Bigeh)w  and  grandfather  of  Al>el  Bigelow. 
f!  a  native  of  Massachusetts.  The  grandfather 
married  Maria  Hunt  by  whom  he  had  three  sons 
and  five  dau<rhters,  and  in  1825  he  came  to  Michi- 
ii:an  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  West  Bloomfiehl. 
Oakland  County,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  days,  dying  about  the  year  1848.  He  put  up 
the  lirst  brick-kiln  in  Oakland  County  and  erecte<l 
the  tirst  brick  house  in  the  township. 

.1.  K.  Higelow  came  to  Michigan  in  1825  at  the 
aire  <>f  eiiihteen  and  after  several  years  in  the  em- 
\)\{>y   of  a    fur    dealer    in    Detroit,  for    whom    he 
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bought  furs  from  the  Indians,  he  helped  to  build 
tlie  fii'st  railway  from  Detroit  to  I^ontiae  and  cou  • 
structed  tlie  first  turntable  at  Royal  Oaks.  He 
then  returned  to  New  York,  where  he  was  married 
to  Susan  Montague  who  l)eeame  the  mother  of  the 
following  children:  Mary,  J.  A.,  Augusta,  H.  M., 
J.  O.  and  Amanda.  In  1874  Mr.  Bigelow  brought 
his  family  to  Williamston,  tliis  county,  and  died 
in  February,  1876,  while  his  wife  survived  until 
December  4,  1882. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  West  Bloom  field  Town- 
ship, Oakland  County,  Mich.,  October  7,  1844.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,Fifth 
Michigan  Cavalry,  and  served  until  July  3,  1865, 
taking  part  in  the  following  battles,  Gettysburg, 
Boonesboro,  Hagerstown,  Williamsport,  Falling 
Water  and  South  Mountain.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  he  learned  the  cnri>enter's  trade  and  worked  at 
it  until  1875,  after  which  he  bought  a  farm  in 
W'illiamston  Township,  Ingham  County. 

Susan  A.  Drake,  daughter  of  Jotham  Drake,  a 
sailor  and  farmer,  became  Mi*s.  H.  M.  Bigelow, 
February  13,  1866,  and  to  her  has  been  born  one 
son,  Carl  H.,  who  is  now  in  the  milling  business 
with  his  father.  Mr.  Bigelow  sold  his  farm  in  1887 
and  came  to  Williamston  and  engaged  in  milling, 
in  addition  to  which  he  does  quite  an  extensive 
sawmill  business,  in  l)oth  of  which  he  has  l)een 
very  successful.  He  is  prominently  identified  with 
the  Royal  Arch  Masons,  the  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
(jrand  Army.  His  politics  are  of  the  Republican 
stamp,  and  he  was  President  of  the  village  in  1890. 


•5»==^=4» 


OHN  M.  CHOSSMAN,  a  retired  merchant 
and  a  gentleman  of  broad  and  comprehen- 
y^s^\  sive  experience  and  observation,  is  a  son  of 
^^£/)  Klx»n  Crossman,  who  was  a  native  of  New 
York.  His  first  wife,  Lois  Hobart,  was  the  mother 
of  two  daughters  and  one  son.  After  her  death 
lie  married  Maria  White,  who  bore  to  him  Charles 
D.,  John  ^I.,  and  Sarah  James.  She  was  a  daugh- 
ter  of   William    W^hite,  a   native  of    New  York, 


and  an  early  settler  in  Livingston  County,  Mich., 
who  died  in  1850.  His  wife  survived  him  until 
1887.  Mr.  White  wasa  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Kl)en  Crossman  located  in  Ingham  Township, 
Ingham  County,  about  the  year  1840,  and  he  is  still 
cultivating  that  estate.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  views,  but  his  son  is  ardently  attached  to 
the  Republican  party. 

He  of  whom  we  writt^  had  his  birth  in  Ingham 
Township,  this  county,  January  15,  1850.  He 
labored  upon  the  farm  at  home  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  fifteen,  when  he  Ijegan  working  for 
wages,  and  teaching  winters,  and  by  scrupulous 
economy  he  managed  to  carry  himself  through  a 
course  in  the  State  Normal  School,  and  graduated 
in  1874.  After  his  graduation  he  was  appointed 
Postmaster  at  Williamston,  and  at  the  same  time 
invested  a  limited  capital  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness. In  this  way  he  was  very  successful,  and  at 
the  end  of  ten  years  his  business  was  valued  at 
^40,000. 

The  young  merchant  now  formed  a  partnership 
with  Mr.  Samuel  Toms,  with  whom  he  continued 
for  three  years,  after  which  he  sold  his  share  of 
the  business  to  Mr.  Edgar  Weber,  and  has  since 
led  a  retired  life.  He  still  retains  a  monej-ed  in- 
terest in  the  mercantile  business,  although  he  has 
put  most  of  his  property  into  bonds  and  mort- 
gages, and  has  Iwsides  this  several  village  lots  and 
a  handsome  residence  on  Putnam  Street. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  in  1876  brought  to 
his  home  a  sympathetic  and  a  helpful  companion 
in  the  person  of  Addie  Strang,  a  daughter  of  Wal- 
ter C.  Strang,  a  New  Yorker,  who  was  a  pioneer  of 
this  countv.  In  the  year  1889  Mr.  Crossman,  in 
pui-suit  of  knowledge,  took  a  trij)  to  Europe.  He 
learned  the  French  language  and  traveled  all  over 
the  ('(mtinent.  He  visited  (ireece,  Egypt,  Baby- 
lon and  the  Ilolv  Land.  He  returned  in  the  fall 
of  the  same  year,  bringing  with  him  a  large  num- 
ber of  photographs  of  prominent  cities  and  build- 
ings. A  few  weeks  after  his  return  he  started  upon 
his  second  trip  which  lasted  more  than  a  year;  was 
at  Paris  during  tiie  continuance  of  the  World's 
Fair.  He  visited  Jacob's  Well  and  the  Well  of 
Joseph,  in  Cairo.  Egypt.  He  saw  the  crater  of 
Mt.  Vesuvius,  and  on  the  4th  of    July,   1889,  as- 
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seended  Mt.  Blanc,  lie  visited  the  sites  of  tlie 
seven  chm-ehes  of  Asia,  to  which  St.  John  sc»nt  his 
miessages  in  the  lk)Ok  of  Revelations,  and  he  fol- 
lowed the  steps  of  our  Saviour  in  tlie  (harden  of 
(Tethsemane.  and  upon  the  sacred  mount  of  cru- 
cifixion. 

During  .Mr.  Crossnian's  first  tour  in  Europe,  he 
traveled  some  fifty  thousand  miles,  and  his  s(»cond 
tour  carried  him  over  about  twenty  thousand  miles. 
He  brought  over  a  large  addition  to  his  library, 
and  among  them  many  volumes  of  French  litera- 
ture, liesides  his  journeyings  abroad,  lie  has  trav- 
eled in  many  parts  of  our  own  country  and  in 
1885  visited  the  Kxposition  at  New  Orleans. 


Y>3>' 


RKDERICK  STEINACKHR.  Among  the 
^N  entt»rprising  (lerman-American  citizens  of 
Cohoctah  Township,Livingston  County, few, 
if  any,  are  more  appreciati»d  as  factoi-s  who  have 
added  to  the  value  of  life  in  this  district  than  he 
wliose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  was 
born  .hilv  28,  1848,  in  Hesse-Darmstadt,  (Jermanv, 
and  is  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Barbara  (Baker) 
Steinacker.  natives  of  the  P'atherland.  The  father 
of  our  subject  employed  as  the  means  of  mak- 
ing his  livelihood  the  hi.storic  trade  of  a  weaver. 
He  was  one  of  a  family  (►f  four  children,  compris- 
ing three  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  was  the  only 
one  who  came  to  the  Tnited  States.  His  vovajre 
hither  being  made  in  the  summer  of   1857. 

The  time  <K'cu|)ied  in  cros^iing  the  ocean  when 
our  subject  came  hither,  was  seven  weeksand  three 
days,  and  on  lnndin«>  he  came  din'ct  toCJenoa, 
Livingston  Count  v.  this  Stale,  where  he  at  once 
began  farming.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  eighty 
acres  of  land,  which  is  under  an  excellent  state  of 
cultivation.  Our  sul»ject's  maternal  parent  wji> 
the  daught^T  of  Andrew  Baker,  who  came  to 
Michigan  about  1852-;").'}.  He  of  whom  we  write 
was  reared  on  a  farm,  and  on  coming  to  the  I'nited 
States  began  to  earn  his  own  wav,  workinir  for  the 
small  sum  of  ¥2  per  month.  That  he  was  faithful 
and  trustworthv  is   shown    by  the  fact  thnt  he  re- 


amined  with  one  employer,  Lewis  Myers,  for  four- 
teen 3^ears  and  eight  months,  during  which  time  he 
reci»ived  a  remuneration  of  $245  a  3'ear  for  his 
services.  In  1875  he  purchased  the  eig^hty  acres 
on  section  20,  Coh(K*tah  Township.  This  he  has 
cleared  and  improved,  making  of  it  his  present 
highly  cultivated  est:ite. 

Noveml)er  28,  1879,  Mr.  Steinacker  was  married 
to  Elizabeth  Dykes,  who  was  born  November  9, 
1855,  in  (ienoa  Township.  She  was  a  daug^hter  of 
Joseph  and  Jane  (O'Neill)  Dykes,  the  former  a 
farmer  who  came  from  New  York  about  1 842.  Our 
subjwt  has  become  the  father  of  three  children, 
wliosc*   names   are  Olive  B.,  Carl  F.  and  Howard  J. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
liaptist  Church,  in  which  they  hold  a  hig^hly  re- 
spected place.  Mi-s.  Stein  acker's  father  was  by 
trade  a  slnxnnaker.  On  coming  to  the  State  of 
Michigan  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land  in  (ienoa  Township.  He  was  the 
father  of  nine  children,  six  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity. They  are  Alice,  Walker,  Sarah,  who  is  Mrs. 
Cook;  Arminta,  who  died  at  the  age  of  tweiity- 
three;  .loel,  (Jeorge,  whose  decease  took  place  when 
he  was  twenty-six  years  of  age,  and  Oscar.  Jo- 
seph Dykes  was  born  in  (4enoa,  Livingston  County, 
N.  Y.,  and  died  September  19,  1875,  at  the  age  of 
seven tv-eight  veai*s.  For  twentv  veai-s  l>efore  his 
decejv.«<e  he  had  l)een  l)lind.  His  wife  still  survives 
him;  she  is  seventy-eight  years  of  age,  and  is  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  l^iptist  Church. 


^TKFIIKN  SMITH  is  a  general  farmer  on 
section  1,  Meridian  Township,  Ingham 
County.  He  has  a  place  of  eighty-four 
acres  which  is  under  good  cultivation.  Mr. 
Smith  was  born  in  Lodi,  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  De- 
cember 2,  1819.  He  is  a  son  of  James  Smith,  who 
was  born  in  Norway  Townshij),  (h-ange  Count  v. 
N.  V.  in  179H  and  died  in  1866.  Mr.  Smith  spent 
seventeen  years  in  Seneca  County  on  a  farm  and 
during  that  time  received  a  district-schcK)!  educa- 
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tion.  Iliy  father  tlien  c^me  to  Michigan  and  set- 
tled near  Ann  Arbor.  He  remained  there  two  years 
on  a  farm,  which  he  finally  sold  and  lvou«^lit  where 
our  subject  now  lives. 

Mr.  Smith  settled  in  Bath,  in  June,  1837,  when 
there  was  only  one  man  besides  himself  there.  He 
plowed  the  fii-st  land  in  Bath.  It  was  the  time 
when  the  Indians  and  wild  animals  were  almost  the 
only  occu|)ant8  of  the  country  and  the  Indians 
watched  him  in  amazement,  as  with  his  oxen  he 
plowed  the  ground  with  a  No.  7  Wood's  patent 
plow,  which,  drawn  by  three  or  five  yoke  of  oxen, 
was  heavy  enough  to  cut  a  thitje-inch  roof  off. 
They  threshed  their  wheat  in  the  most  primitive 
way  and  sold  aU  they  could  spare  foi  seed,  one 
man  coming  twenty-five  miles  through  the  woods 
to  get  what  seed  they  could  spare  him. 

The  farms  together  aggregated  six  hundred 
acres,  and  it  Was  cultivated  together  until  some 
time  after  the  marriage  of  the  boys.  Stephen  Smith 
has  lived  here  ever  since.  He  was  married  forty- 
five  yeai*s  ago  to  Miss  Emily  C'ushman  of  DeWitt. 
The  following  childi-en  were  the  result  of  this 
union:  they  are  (Tilbert,  Laura,  Wealthy,  Rozella, 
Lenora,  Stephen  M.,  Kdgar  and  B.  S.  Our  suf)ject 
is  a  member  of  the  Free  Will  liaptist  Church  and 
was  so  connected  in  Bath  for  al)out  forty  years. 
He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Okemos  Masonic 
Lodge.  He  has  I  wen  a  Democrat  all  his  life.  He 
is  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  has  l)een  a  Highway 
Commissioner,  having  held  In^sides  various  town- 
ship offices. 


,-© 


s 


ir:^--— «E: 


rrfl 


■Kl»  •  • 


,K.  WILLLVM  MILLER*     Our  sufgect  is  one 


)l  of  the  oldest  physicians  who  still  d<K^s  office 
work  in  this  city.  Indeed  he  may  be  called 
a  pioneer  in  the  profession,  not  only  in  the  city 
but  in  the  State  and  although  he  has  climbed  the 
ridge  of  life,  and  from  the  eminence  at  which  he 
stands  can  look  back  proudly  over  a  past  spent  in 
usefulness,  in  adherence  to  the  prevailing  methods 
and  theories,  he  is  not.  and  never  will  be  at  a  stand 
still  in   the   progress   of  his   profession.     Indeed 


youth  is  more  egotistical  and  bigoted  than  age, 
and  ciuild  some  of  the  young  physicians  who  are 
bristling  with  their  knowledge  of  recent  scientific 
discoveries  that  have  broadened  the  scope  of  the 
medical  work,  realize,  as  does  our  sul)ject,  that  there 
are  fields  unexplored  the}'  would  l)e  less  full  of 
their  own  importance. 

Dr.  Miller  was  lK>ni  in  Allegheny  County,  Pa., 
July  25,  1826.  He  is  a  son  of  Jame^  and  Susan 
(Shaffer)  Miller.  In  his  boyhood  he  received  the 
advantages  of  a  good  education  and  on  finishing 
sc^hool  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Mowery,  of  Pitts- 
burg, Pa.,  in  order  to  read  medicine.  He  remained 
with  him  until  he  reached  his  majority,  after  which 
the  old  doctor  gave  up  his  practice  to  Dr.  Miller. 
He,  however,  went  to  Cincinnati  soon  after  and 
took  a  coui-se  of  lectures.  He  came  to  this  State 
and  settled  in  Lansing,  Ingham  County,  in  1863, 
and  has  been  here  permanently  ever  since.  While 
the  Homeopathic  C-ollege  was  located  in  this  city, 
our  subject  attended  the  lectures  and  l>ecome  con- 
versant with  every  new  theory  in  regard  to  the 
treatment  of  disease. 

Ever  since  coming  to  i^ansing  our  subject  has 
remained  at  his  original  locaticm,  having  built 
therein  1864,  and  since  that  time  he  has  always 
enjoyed  a  large  and  interesting  practice.  For  the 
past  six  months  he  has  refused  work,  devoting 
himself  to  the  treatment  of  chronic  diseases  and 
the  manufacture  of  his  well  known  remedies  that 
have  made  a  reputation  for  l)eing  most  effective. 
He  has  had  heavy  sales  of  these  f>esides  the  work 
of  his  office  practice.  He  has.  besides,  a  general 
oversight  of  the  agent**  who  have  been  sent  out 
throutrh  the  country  for  the  sale  of  his  remedies. 
Dr.  Miller  has  never  interested  himself  in  anybusi- 
ness  not  relating  to  his  practice,  having  given  his 
undivided  attention  to  this. '  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  be- 
longed to  the  Corinthian  Lodge  No.  10,  having  as- 
sociated himself  with  this  iKjdy  while  in  Baltimore, 
l)ut  after  coming  to  this  State,  he  withdrew  his 
membei-ship  there  «nn<l  assisted  in  establishing  a 
chaj)ter  of  the  lodge  in  Lansing. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  allied  hiin^elf  at  an 
early  age  in  matrimony  to  Miss  Charlotte  Mc- 
Cready,  of  Lawrence   County,  Pa.,  in   1850.     Her 


816 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


decease  took  place  July  16,  1890,  after  yeai-s  sixjnt 
with  our  subject  in  congenial  companionship.  The 
couple  werechildle^  and  the  Doctor  wa.s  left  alone 
without  the  comfort  or  solace  of  any  near  relative. 
Mi-s.  Miller  was  horn  in  I^awrence  County,  Pa., 
Mav  10,  1825.  From  youth  she  was  a  niemljer  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  After  her  marriage  with 
our  subjec't  she  familiarized  herself  with  diseases 
and  the  pharmacopia  that  applied  to  them,  and  was 
not  only  of  ifreat  assistance  to  her  husband  but 
also  practiced  independently  until  she  was  at- 
tacked with  the  fatal  disease  that  caused  her  death. 
Cancer  of  the  face  was  the  malady  with  which  she 
was  afflicted.  The  Doctor  was  again  married  July 
30,  1891,  to  Mrs.  Klizal»eth  Cynthia  (Miller)  Van 
Tuyl,  the  great  platform  s|)eaker  who  spoke  to  ten 
thousand  }>eople  on  lalH>r  day  in  Detroit  and  who 
is  proving  to  be  a  true  helpmate  in  every  particular, 
liefore  the  war  the  Doctor  had  a  large  practice  in 
New  Orleans  where  he  gained  a  large  fund  of  use- 
ful knowledge  in  hospital  work.  Our  subject's 
reputation  is  not  confined  to  his  immediate  lo- 
cality, lie  is  well  known  throughout  the  country 
and  his  remedies  are  of  the  greatest  l>enefit  to 
who  have  used  them. 


-^- 


*)1I()MAS  HOSS.  .Ik.,  a  well-known  fanner  re- 
siding on  section  ;$,  Marion  Townshij),  Liv- 
ingston County,  is  ji  son  of  Thonijis  Hoss, 
Sr..  who  was  born  in  New  York,  October  .5.  18 10, 
and  there  became  a  farmer,  lie  married  Jane  \'an- 
Winkle,  daughter  of  Peter  \'anWinkle  of  New 
York,  who  had  four  sons  and  four  dauiihters  and 
.lane  was  the  youngest  of  that  family,  being  born 
in  lH2a. 

The  parents  of  our  subjt'ct  had  a  family  of  four 
daught-*M*s  and  three  sons  and  our  subject  is  the 
first-born,  his  natal  day  being  August  11.  1817. 
They  came  to  Michiiran  atan  early  day  and  lM)Uirlit 
three  hundred  and  thirty-thiee  acies  of  new  land, 
whii'h  had  never  been  disturbed  noi*  upon  which 
had  a  tree  been  felled. 

The  father  afterward    sold    one    hundred    acres 


i*etaining  the  iMilance.  He  is  still  living  and  make» 
his  home  with  his  son,  Thomas.  lie  has  been  and 
is  still  a  great  i-eader  of  historical  and  f^og^raphi- 
cal  works,  and  is  well  informed.  In  the  early  dap 
when  the  country  was  full  of  wild  game  and  tlie 
streams  alK>unded  wkh  fish  he  was  a  g^reat  hunts- 
man and  fisherman.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a 
Democrat  and  at  one  time  filled  the  office  of  High- 
way Commissioner. 

Thomas  Kot$s,  our  subject,  received  a  good  com- 
mon-school education   and  was  thus    prepared  to 
c«rry  on  the  business  of  life.     Upon    his    farm    of 
two  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres  he  raises  large 
L'ro\yei  of  l)eans  and  has  from  fifteen  to  twenty  acres 
of  land  planted  to  cucuml)ers.     He  is    a    Democrat 
politically  and  a  worker  for    the    party,    and    has 
filled  the  offices  of  Highway  Commissioner,  Jiistiw 
and  Sui>er visor,  having  l)een  four  terms  in  the  later 
position.     On  his  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
improved  land  he  has  a  pleasant  house   and  exc*el- 
lent  barns  and  his  ability  as  a  farmer  and   genial 
nature  makes  him  a  favorite  in  the  community. 
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K()R(;K  BAHNES  is  the  editor  of  the  Lie 
^  iiifjston  (^ounty  Hepubliraiu  which  is  pul>- 
lished  in  Howell.  He  was  l)oni  in  Buck- 
inghamshire, Knghind,  December  11,  1846.  At 
the  age  of  three  years  he  was  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  America.  Some  little  time  wa.s  s|K*nt  at 
Sandstone,  .lackson  County.  Mich.,  and  then  the 
family  removed  to  the  northern  wilds  of  (Jratiot 
County.  Mr.  Barnes  endured  all  the  Ih)v  hard- 
ships  of  pioneer  life  and  cnn  tell  real  l)ear  and  wolf 
stories  to  his  childi*en.  He  acquired  a  district 
school  education  and  begjin  to  teach  during  the 
winter  months. 

Our  subject  enlisted  in  the  army  ()ctol>er  o, 
1861,  and  gave  thirteen  months  of  active  service 
in  Company  II,  Twenty-third  Michigan  Infantry, 
lie  particij)ated  in  Sherman's  famous  march  to  the 
sea,  and  wjis  discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  taught  in  the  village  sc^hool  at  Jthaca,  Gratiot 
County,  for  several   terms,  and  in  the  fall  of  1870 
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he  entered  the  Slate  Normal  School,  where  he  wjis 
graduated  in  1H73,  and  then  l>ecarne  a  student  in 
the  rniversity  of  Michigan,  taking  his  diploma  in 
1877. 

July  U),  1877,  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss 
Augusta  I).  Johnson,  a  teacher  in  the  Jackson 
I'nion  Sc^hool.  The  fii*st  year  of  his  married  life 
WR»  spent  at  Almont,  (iratiot  County,  where  he 
had  charge  of  the  schools,  being  assisted  by  his 
wife  and  one  primary  teacher.  The  next  year 
found  him  in  charge  of  the  schools  at  Stanton 
with  six  assistants,  Mi-s.  liarnesanumg  the  number. 
After  two  years  he  came  to  Ilowell  and  assumed 
charge  of  the  Union  schools,  there  lK»ing  ten  de- 
imrtments  here  at  that  time.  lie  filled  the  posi- 
tion successfully  for  eight  years  when  he  was  in- 
duced  to  go  to  I^nsing  and  lake  charge  of  the 
school  for  the  !>lind.  The  iH*ople  of  Ilowell  ex- 
pressed the  greatest  regret  at  i>arting  with  him  and 
the  High  Sc^hool  Alumni  presented  him  with  an 
elegant  gold  watch,  suitably  engraved,  which  he 
still  carries.  He  found  the  work  at  the  sch<x>l 
for  the  blind  distasteful  and  July  10.  1889,l)Ouglit 
the  Lirintjston  Con  at  f/  Itfqnthllran^  where  he  is  still 
occupying  the  editorial  chair. 


«■♦« 


(#•- 
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ILLIAM  VAN  HU K EN,  Uni ted StaUvs  Mar- 
shal and  a  prominent  politician  at  Lansing, 
f/  was  !K)rn  of  Eastern  parentage  and  had  his 
early  training  and  education  in  Michigan.  He  was 
l)orn  in  1842  and  came  to  Detroit  when  a  boy.  On 
the  Ofmmercidl  Adcf^rtiser  he  learned  the  printer's 
trade  in  the  days  when  that  paper  was  known  as 
the  Adcerfhn'  mul  T n'hun<\  and  he  then  became 
foreman  of  the  Detroit  TrifjuiH'  until  1871. 

In  January,  1871,  Mr.  Van  Huren  came  to  Lan- 
sing a.*<  foreman  for  W.  S.  (ieorge  tV  Co.,  Stat<» 
Printci*s,  and  served  lK>th  in  this  capacity  and  as 
Suj)erintendent  of  the  book-room  and  mechanical 
dejmrtment.  He  was  then  business  manager  for 
two  years  and  in  Jnnuary,  1881,  he  bought  a  one- 
third  interest  in  the  business  and  became  manager 
and  partner  until  188<),  when  the  plant  was  sold. 


This  firm  had  in  the  meanwhile  been  publishing 
the  I^nsing  Jieinibh'can,  of  which  our  subject  had 
general  management,  and  in  1884  he  became  the 
associate  editor  of  this  paper.  The  Lansing  Kunii- 
ture  Company  was  organized  by  Mr.  Van  Buren 
and  Mr.  IJ.  M.  Buck  in  1886  and  after  having  had 
it  in  operation  two  months,  they  sold  the  outfit 
and  our  subject  became  an  incorporator  of  the  City 
National  liank,  of  which  he  is  a  director  and  one 
of  the  largest  stock  holdei-s.  About  this  time  he 
made  a  trip  across  the  continent  which  he  greatly 
enjoyed.  In  1890  he  was,  on  the  29th  of  March, 
appointed  I'nit^d  States  Mai-shal  for  the  Eastern 
District  of  Michigan,  a  district  which  includes 
about  half  of  the  State,  and  has  headquarters  at 
Detroit.  Previous  to  this  time  he  had  filled  various 
ortices,  having  Ix'en  Supervisor  for  one  year,  Mayor 
of  the  city  for  two  terms  and  Alderman  of  the 
Second  "Ward  for  two  years. 

The  refined  and  cultured  lady  who  presides  over 
the  home  of  our  subject  Ijecame  his  wife  in  Detroit 
in  1867.  Her  maiden  name  was  Julia  (i.  OX-alla- 
ghan.  She  is  a  daughter  of  the  Hon.  J.  0*Calla- 
ghan,  a  wholesale  and  retail  grocer  on  Woodward 
Avenue.  She  is  a  lady  of  unusual  ability  and  in- 
telligence and  was  a  teacher  in  Detroit  before  her 
marriage.  Four  children  have  ble^ed  this  home, 
namely:  William,  (ierald  R.,  (ieorge  H.,  and  Julia 
(4.  Mr.  \'an  Buren  is  a  meml)er  of  the  Knights 
Tenjplar,  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  the  Royal 
Arcanum,  and  is  a  stanch  Republican,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  !)oth  county  and  State  conventions. 


ii^S>i'^l 


J.     IKMiLE,   an     old    settler    of    Ingham 

County  and  now  retired   from  active  life, 

»^    has  twenty  acres  of    land  on  (vrand  River 

« 

outside  the  corporation  of  I^nsing.  He  was 
born  in  Hoosic,  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y.,  ()ct<jl)er 
11,  1816  and  is  a  son  of  Elias  and  a  grandson  of 
Isaac  llogle.  The  mother's  maiden  name  was 
Roxie  Rider,  and  she  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel 
Rider,  a  Revolutionary  soldier  of  C<mnecticut  and 
a  pensioner  to  the  age  of  ninety-three  years. 
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Our  sul>jeet  is  tlie  second  in  a  family  of  oi^hl 
diildivn  and  made  his  home  in  lloosie,  until  he 
reached  the  ajife  of  eighl  years  and  there  attended 
the  district  school.  In  1824  he  came  up  the  Krie 
Canal  and  there  went  to  work  in  Madison  County 
on  a  farm.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  wjus  appren- 
ticed to  the  trade  of  coml>-making  at  Morrisville 
and  two  and  one-half    veal's   lati»r  went  to  t^ton. 

« 

N.  v.,  where  he  was  en^ged  in  farming  for  two 
yejirs. 

In  183fi  the  young  man  decided  to  come  West 
and  arrived  in  Detroit  in  June,  coming  on  f(K)t 
theniH^  to  Saline,  a  distance  of  forty  miles  in  <me 
day.  At  different  times  he  worked  at  York,  (irand 

ft' 

J^ipids  and  Portland,  and  was  married  in  Clinton 
County,  at  WacousUi,  .lulv  2,  1840  to  Mix*  Klecta 
Sanborn  a  New  York  lady. 

■ 

Immediately  after  marriage  this  young  couj)le 
settled  on  a  farm  of  sixty-two  acres  in  Kajjle 
Township,  Clintcm  County,  and  began  their  lirst 
home  in  a  h)g  house.  To  this  small  property  they 
added  fnmi  time  to  time  until  they  acquired  four 
hundred  acres  and  there  lived  until  1817  when 
they  placed  the  farm  in  the  hands  of  a  tenant  and 
renioved  to  Lansing.  Here  Mr.  Ilogle  built  a  hand- 
some residence  and  helped  to  raise  the  old  capit^il 
buildiuiif.  He  aft<?rward  returned  to  the  farm  and 
there  remained  until  18<kl)  at  which  time  he  y-ivo 
his  son  one  hundred  and  live  acres,  nnd  selling  the 
remainder  of  the  property,  made  his  permanent 
home  in  I^ansing.  To  j)lease  his  wife  and  son  he 
r( moved  to  X'irginia.  but  their  roidence  there  was 
not  salisfaclorv  and  entaih'd  the  lo>s  of  some 
*^2,(HM>.  'i'hev  therefore  returned  to  Lansinir  an<l 
airain  boui^ht  i)roi)ertv  in  Iniiliam  County. 

The  tirsl  marriage  of  Mr.  llogU*  gave  him  one 
son  who  grew  to  niaturity-Loran  P..  and  a  daugh- 
ter, Mildred,  who  died  at  the  aire  of  three  yeai>. 
His  second  marriage  which  took  j)lace  in(Jrand 
JAMlge.  Ionia  County,  Octolu-r  8.  \HH').  united  him 
with  Mr>.  Sarah  K.  (S]K'ai  )  Lewis,  daughter  <)f  (iil- 
bert  Spear  of  St.  Andiews,  N.  U.  Mi*.  Spear  was 
a  ship  builder  and  merchant  in  Maine  and  Massa- 
chusetts and  now  resides  at  Kitterv  Point.  Me.. 
haviuiT  reached  his  eight  v->ec(Mid  year.  Mis. 
lloi^le  their  oldest  child  was  born  in  Maine,  .lanu- 
arv  81,    \h:]:k  and    in    1857    w;^s    married  to    Mr. 


(ieorge  A.  Ix^wis  of  New  Brunswick,  with  whom 
she  removed  to  Anoka,  Minn.,  and  afterward  to 
(irand  Iy(»dge,  Mich.  Hedied  in  1876  and  his  loss 
wa**  deei>ly  felt  in  (irand '  Ixnlge  where  he  wa^a 
[)rominent  merclmnt.  Her  two  children  hy  that 
marriage  are  Charles  A.  and  (L  Burt  I^wis. 


HS.  LoriSA  CASK.  The  maiden  name 
of  Mrs.  I^)uisa  Case  of  ()kemo8,  Ingfaam 
County,  was  Seeley.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Jesse  Seeley.  a  farmer  living  at  AVhiti* 
Lake,  Oakland  County.  She  was  married  to  Partial 
French,  a  carpenter  by  trade  with  whom  she  lived 
very  happily  until  his  death,  which  oc*curred  at 
Kenton ville,  in  185;).  In  I860  she  contracted  a 
second  nmrriage,  her  huslmnd  being  AIl>ert  Case. 
Mr.  Ciise  was  born  in  1 8 1 8,  probably  in  the  State 
of  Ohio.  His  father  died  when  he  was  four  years 
old  and  he  lived  with  an  uncle  and  grandparents 
until  the  ai2:e  of  twenty-one. 

During  the  early  yeai*s  of  his  life  Allierl  Case 
conducted  a  dairy  farm  in  Ohio.  On  reaching:  his 
majority  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mehitable  Sprague 
of  Ohio  who  died  in  1858,  leaving  a  family  of 
sevt  II  children.  He  moved  to  Michigan  in  18.50 
and  purchased  a  farm  near  Williamston.  Mich. 
This  was  >oon  <li>posed  of  and  another  was  j)ur- 
cha.M'd  at  IMne  Lake,  Medina  Township,  the  one  on 
which  the  Pine  Lakt' school  building  now  stjinds. 

riiree  chihlren  were  born  of  the  union  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Case,  'i'hey  are  Charles,  who  was  born 
in  IS(;2  and  is  a  druggist  in  lUicoda,  Wash.: 
he  married  Miss  Ida  Smith,  a  daughter  of  1).  V. 
Smith  of  Pine  Lake,  and  is  the  father  of  <me  child. 
Vi'vi\  Case,  who  w!is  born  in  18(>4  is  engaged  in  the 
lumbei"  bu>ines*i  in  Wisconsin.  Minnie  at  the  aiie 
of  sixteen  married  Vernal  PnK'tor  of  Meiidian 
Townshij). 

In  j)olitics  Mr.  Case  was  a  Democrat,  lie  w.qs  a 
nieniluM'of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  ()kenu>sand 
a  nuui  who  was  honored  and  respect<)d  by  a  larire 
circle  of  men.     His   decease   occurred   March    23, 
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1890.  Mi's.  Cat^e  is  tlie  iiiotlier  of  two  children  by 
lier  former  iimrriatje.  Thev  are  Amelia  who  died 
in  infancy  and  Edwin  Frencli,  a  Detroit  medical 
college  graduati',  who  is  now  a  successful  physician 
in  tlie  West. 

Mrs.  Case  is  the  owner  of  a  farm  near  Pine  I>iike, 
f)ut  has  l)een  living  in  Okemos  for  the  past  six 
years.  She  is  a  ladv  of  refinement  and  ability. 
During  the  existence  of  the  Presbyterian  C-hurch  in 
this  city  she  was  a  consistent  member  and  still 
holds  to  the  doctrines  of  that  body. 


«: 


ffi 


niLO  L.  DANIKLS  is  one  of  the  bu^y  men 
/fy  of  I-Ansing  who  while  pushing  with  great 
^  earnestness  and  enterprise  iiis  business  in 
the  drug  and  real  estate  lines,  also  has 
time  to  take  his  recreation  !>y  raising  a  fine  grade 
of  horses,  lie  has  some  good  specimens  of  stand- 
ard bred  horses  upon  his  place  and  also  a  fine  herd 
of  Holstein  cuttle. 

This  iifentleman  was  born  in  Kric  County,  Ohio, 
not  far  from  Xorwalk  Decemlx^r  15,  1837.  II is  father, 
Titus  Daniels,  was  a  native  of  Chenango  County, 
N.  Y.  and  was  of  English  descent.  The  fatiier  was 
married  first  in  New  York  and  came  to  Ohio  at  a 
very  e^irly  day,  settling  in  Berlin  Townsiiip,  Erie 
C-ounty,  in  1814  or  1815.  The  deed  for  the  farm 
bearing  the  date  of  1818  is  now  in  the  hands  of 
our  subject.  He  was  teaming  between  Albany  and 
Buffalo  during  the  War  of  1812.  Like  his  son 
he  was  deeply  int^M-ested  in  breeding  fine  hoi*ses- 
He  owned  some  fine  si)ecimens,  paying  enormous 
prices,  as  prices  went  in  those  days.  He  paid  f?  1,000 
for  "Bacchus"  and  threslied  wheat  with  a  flail 
to  earn  the  money  to  imv  for  it.  In  th<>4e  days  he 
owned  thirteen  hundred  acres  of  land  and  he  always 
invested  largely  in  acreage.  His  second  marriage 
took  place  in  Ohio  and  he  was  then  united  to  Sabra 
Sherman. 

In  his  early  life  Titus  Daniels  w.*is  an  active  Re- 
publican  and  for  a  ttMin  of  years  serve<l  as  a  Justice 
<>f  the  Peace.  He  was  a  liberal  donor  to  church 
and  benevolent  purposes.     He  passed  away  in  Ohio 


in  1883,  having  reached  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years.  His  good  wife,  Sabra  Sherman,  daughter  of 
Philo  Sherman,  was  born  in  Connecticut.  Her  father 
settled  in  Wakeman,  Huron  County,  Ohio,  and  died 
at  the  home  of  our  subject's  father  when  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  eighty-seven  years.  His  daugh- 
ter, the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  a  devout  and  con- 
scientious member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
C-hurch,  and  having  trained  her  four  children  in 
the  faith  and  practice  of  the  Christian  religion,  she 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy- two  years. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  the  oldest  of  the  fam-  * 
ily  and  having  l>een  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  hav- 
ing availed  himself  thoroughly  of  the  advantages 
to  he  obtained  in  the  district  schools,  he  entered 
()l)erlin  College  at  the  age  of  sixteen  and  after 
three  years  of  study  thei*e  l>egan  business  for  him- 
self. Ooing  to  Milan,  Ohio,  he  engaged  in  the  liv- 
ery business  until  alK)ut  the  year  1859,  when  he 
came  into  possession  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  in  Vermillion  Township,  Erie  County,  Ohio. 
Two  years  later  he  came  to  Lansing  (traveling  in 
his  own  conveyance),  and  buying  a  livery  estab- 
lishment on  Washtenaw  Street,  carried  it  on  for 
some  four  yeai-s.  He  also  devoted  considerable 
time  and  enterprise  to  puix'hasing  hoi'ses  for  the 
(Jovernment. 

In  18()5  Mr.  Daniels  began  the  business  of  build- 
ing, and  holding  real  estjiU\  and  also  dealing  in 
pine  and  timber  lands  and  carried  on  this  line  of 
cffoit  up  to  the  time  when  he  started  in  business 
at  his  present  stund  in  1882.  He  has  built  four 
brick  stoies,  putting  up  the  first  one  in  1873  and 
following  in  1878  and  1889  with  others,  and  he 
also  has  a  handsome  residence  on  (Imnd  Street,  be- 
sides a  number  of  town  lots  and  some  lands  in 
Northern  Michigan  whei*e  heluusa  farm.  Between 
the  city  of  Lansing  and  the  Agricultural  College, 
lies  a  tract  of  one  hundred  acres  which  l>elongs  to 
this  gentleman  and  which  he  is  carrying  on  him- 
self. He  and  his  brother  Linus  L.  still  own  the  old 
homestead  in  Ohio  which  comprises  one  hundred 
acres. 

In  18(58  he  began  in  the  ice  trade,  buying  out 
Mr.  Moses  R.  Taylor,  who  was  the  fii*st  man  that 
engaged  in  this  line  of  business  and  he  still  ha.s  ice 
houses  on  the  ( i  rand  River.     I  le  has  eight  buildings 
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which  have  a  capacity  of  live  thousand  tons;  they 
a!*e  on  Wash iniafton  Avenue,  Main  and  I-h*i\'  Street**. 
In  this  l)rancli  of  business  he  is  in  partnei*ship  with 
Mr.  rhomiis  Ellis  and  thev  are  the  most  extensive 

« 

ice  dealers  in  the  city. 

Among  the  line  animals  which  Mr.  Daniels  has 
ui>on  his  place  we  may  well  take  note;  of  some  by 
name:  *'Wilkes'*  and  "Chance"  which  were  sired  hy 
Fisk's  **Ik;lmont/'  two  that  were  sired  by '*Pasi'a*s" 
and  he  by  "Almont";  eight  mares  that  were  sired  by 
"(ioodfellow**;  *"(T(K)d fellow**  was  sired  by(ieortre 
Peabody,  and  he  by  **IIambletonian  Ten."  Mr 
Daniels  owns**(loodfellow*'.  He  has  eight  col t^  and 
seven  fillies  by"Kast<m*'  by  "Hambletonian  Wilkes*' 
lie  hits  also  a  line  stallion  **East()n"  and  plenty  of 
young  fine  horse**.  lie  is  brt»eding  Holstein  cattle, 
and  has  a  herd  of  twenty-three  th(»roughbreds.  He 
took  the  premium  on  !)oth  cattle  and  hoi*ses  at  the 
State  fair. 

Mr.  Daniels  was  married  in  New  Buffalo  in  lHr>l) 
and  he  t<K>k  Jis  his  bride  Miss  Elmina  Fisher,  who 
wjis  bom  in  Al!)any,  N.  V.,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Lewis  Fisher  who  was  an  early  settler  in  Ohio  where 
he  carried  on  the  carpenter's  trade  at  IWrlin.  Prev- 
ious to  her  marriage  Mi*s.  Daniels  was  a  successful 
teacher  and  is  a  lady  of  more  than  ordinary  culture 
and  ability.  The  political  views  of  Mr.  Daniel.*^ 
brin<r  him  into  harmony  with  the  niovemcut.^  of 
the  Kei)ublican  party  and  he  is  stanch  in  hi>  loyally 
to  that  body.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent  mem- 
bers of  the  Drivinjr  Park  Ass<k  iation. 


i^^=^: 
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F.  BAKNKS.  Tlic  men  who  \yvvv  al  the 
Jl  root  of  matler>  in  the  founding  of  a  city 
\i/  and  st;ute<l  it  on  its  upward  course  with 
eneri^y  and  enterprise,  turninij:  its  younir  foiiiia- 
five  activities  in  the  riiiflit  direction.  an<i  wisely 
and  broadly  layinir  the  foundations  Un-  future 
prosperity,  wealth  and  usefulness,  are  w<uthy 
of  liii>h  praise,  and  should  icceive  the  intelliirent 
appreciation  of  their  fellow-citizens.  Such  men 
then'  were  here  in  the  early  days  of  Lansinir,  and 
amouii  thc^ni  there    were  none    who   did   more  for 


it^N  pros|)erity  than  the  father  and  son.  (>.   M.,  and 
().  F.  IVirnes. 

Our  sulgect,  who  is  best  known  as  the  I*resident 
of  the    Central  Michigan    Savings   liank,    is   abc» 
JVesident    of     the    l^nsing    Iron     and      Kngine 
Works,  and  holds  the  same  position    in    regard  lo 
the  Ijinsing  LumU^r  Conifjany,  the   I^ansing  Elec- 
tric Light  Company,  and  the  I^nsing  Wheel  Com- 
j)any.     He    is,  as    will   easily  be   seen,  one    of  the 
prominent  men  of  the  city,  and  is  the  son  of  Mr. 
O.  M.  Rarnes,  whose  great   wealth    and  enterprise 
have  done  much  for  the  progress  of  Lansing,  and 
who  is  connecti*d  with  a  great  many  different  cor- 
poratiims. 

Mr.  liarnes  was  !>oin  at  Mason,  Mich.,  Novemlier 
7,  \Hi)(i,  and  was  graduated  from  the  High  School 
at  Mason.  In  1876  he  entered  the  classical  de- 
partment of  the  I'nivei-sity  of  Michigan,  taking 
hi>  diploma  of  A.  B.,  with  the  Class  of  '80.  He 
then  came  to  I^nsing  and  engaged  in  the  iron 
works,  which  were  reorganized  that  year  as  a  pri- 
vate company,  entering  into  ^mrtnership  under  the 
firm  name  of  .larvis,  Barnes  it  Co.  This  Cfonnee- 
tion  histed  until  1885,  when  the  business  wasre-in- 
corponited  as  the  Lansing  Iron  and  P!In gin e  Works. 
Mr.  Barnes  became  the  })resident  of  this  new  com- 
pany, which  has  grown  from  the  emplo^'ment  of 
five  or  six  hands,  till  he  now  has  now  in  his  employ 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men.  A  sketc^h  of  Mr.  .1. 
K.  \U)v.  to  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  Alhim,  gives 
fuller  details  in  regard  to  this  line  enterpri.se. 

In  1H8I)  our  subject  became  one  of  the  incorpo- 
rators of  the  l^'uising  Wheel  Works,  and  became 
its  President  in  1887.  For  further  details  in  re- 
gard to  this  enterprise  our  reader  is  asked  to  con- 
sult the  sketch  of  Mr.  Prudden,  which  appears  else- 
where in  this  Alui  M.  Ik*side^  his  connecticm  with 
the  othei-  companies  which  were  mentioned  at  the 
oj)ening  of  this  sketch  our  subject  was  one  of  the 
incorporators  of  the  Lansing  Luml>er  Company 
and  is  interestt'd  not  only  in  the  retail  yards  here, 
hut  in  the  wholesale  busine.ss  in  Claire  County, 
and  also  in  Dodge,  where  the  lumber  and  shingles 
are  manufactured,  lie  also  is  prominently  inter- 
ested in  the  real  estate  business  in  l^nsing  and 
does  much  to  build  up  the  city  in  this  resi>ect. 

The    gentleman   of  whom    we  are    writing  was 
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married  in  1882  at  Boston,  Maas.,  to  Miss  Mary 
Woodward,  a  native  of  that  eitv,  and  a  ladv  of 
more  than  ordinary  culture  and  ehai^acter.  She  is 
the  mother  of  three  children — Orlando  M.,  Jr., 
I-ena  and  Mildred,  and  their  happy  home  is  the 
center  of  a  most  charming  social  life,  as  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Barnes  are  well  known  for  their  hospitality 
and  the  delightful  entertainment  which  they  afford 
their  guests. 

Outside  of  business  and  home  life  Mr.  Barneis 
is  prominently  identified  with  seveml  of  the  social 
orders  and  is  an  eflicient  public  officer.  He  belongs 
to  the  Knights  Templar,  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  Elks.  He  is  a  member  of  the  School 
1k)ard,  and  served  two  terms  as  Mayor  in  1882- 
83.  His  political  affiliations  are  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  upon  that  ticket  he  was  nomi- 
nated in  1888  and  1890  for  Congress,  representing 
the  Sixth  District  of  Michigan.  He  declined  the 
latter  nomination  as  he  prefers  to  devote  himself 
to  his  rapidly-growing  and  engrossing  business, 
but  he  is  a  man  of  great  popularity,  and  may 
truly  l)e  called  a  public-spirited  and  entt»rprising 
citizen. 


i:*(g| 


♦♦ 


ORMAN  K.  FULLER.  The  building  fra- 
ternity of  IwAnsing  count  among  their  mem- 
bers a  large  number  of  enterprising  and 
successful  gentlemen  whose  work  in  this  city,  the 
city  of  their  choice,  has  added  greatly  to  its 
beauty  and  attmctiveness  and  has  l>rought  hither 
home-seekers  who  desire  tasteful  and  commodious 
residences.  Among  those  who  have  thus  aided 
effectually  in  the  upbuilding  of  Lansing  w^e  are 
pleased  to  mention  the  gentleman  whose  name  ap- 
j)eai-s  at  the  head  of  this  brief  biography. 

Mr.  Fuller  is  a  native  of  I^eonLJackson  County, 
this  State,  where  he  was  lM)rn  August  21*,  18.-i7. 
His  father,  (ieorge  B.  Fuller,  and  his  grandfather 
were  both  natives  of  Dutchess  County,  N.  V.,  the 
former  l)eing  !M)ni  in  1811.  The  grandfather  was 
a  prominent  man  and  for  many  years  was  Sheriff 
of  Dutchess    County.     The    father    owned    a   fine 


farm  in  that  county,  but  in  1884,  while  still  a  sin- 
gle man  he  came  to  Michigan.  He  was  married  in 
Ann  Arbor  and  after  that  removed  to  lAH)ni  where 
he  followed  farming. 

In  1844  the  father  of  our  subject  came  to  Will- 
iamston,  which  then  bore  the  name  of  Pheli)stown, 
and  l)Ought  land  a  mile  and  one-half  north  of  the 
village.  Three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  was  in 
this  tract  and  it  was  long  known  as  the  old  Fuller 
Farm.  Since  those  days  he  let  the  place  to  his 
sons  and  before  his  death  he  removed  to  William- 
ston.  He  was  one  of  the  organizer  and  Directoi-s 
of  the  Ingham  County  Mutual  VItq  Insurance 
Company  and  also  of  the  Central  Michigan  Agri- 
cultural Sijciety  and  was  prominent  in  both.  He 
was  also  a  member  of  the  State  Agricultural  Society 
and  devoted  himself  largely  to  raising  fine  stock 
and  a  superior  grade  of  grain.  He  filled  the  office 
satisfactorily  of  County  Su|>erintendent  of  the 
Poor.  His  death  occurred  December  21,  1888.  In 
politics  he  wa«  a  Douglas  Democrat  and  in  relig- 
ion found  his  h<mie  among  the  Methodist  Ej)isco- 
pal  people. 

Deborah  C.  Bunker  was  the  maiden  name  of  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  born  in  Columbia 
County,  X.  Y.,  in  1810.  The  grandfather  Bunker 
was  born  in  the  East  and  was  captain  of  a  vessel. 
He  finally  came  West  and  died  in  Jackson  County. 
He  was  a  Quaker  and  of  French  descent.  His 
daughter,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  ])assed  from 
life  in  March,  1878. 

The  subject  of  our  sketeh  was  next  to  the  eldest 
in  a  family  of  nine  children  and  was  reared  upon 
a  farm  until  he  reached  the  age  of  seven  years 
when  the  family  removed  from  Jackson  County 
to  Williamston.  They  traveled  by  ox-team  and 
had  to  cut  their  way  for  the  last  eleven  miles  and 
he  remeinbei*s  distinctly  the  old  log  schoolhouse  and 
the  log  house  and  how  freely  the  snakes  used  to 
crawM  about  on  the  logs.  Deer  and  Indians  then 
abound(*d,  as  the  Six  Nations  then  made  their  home 
there,  and  he  used  in  his  boyhood  to  go  out  to 
camp  with  the  Indians  and  help  them  in  killing 
beai>. 

The  boy  early  set  to  work  upon  a  farm  and  used 
to  drive  an  ox-team,  ifoinir  to  Detroit  for  wheat 
and    Hour.     The    lo<f   si*lioolhous4»s    were  his  only 
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academies  of  learning  and  he  remained  at  liome 
with  his  parents  until  he  reached  tlie  age  of  twenty, 
wlien  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  carpenter *s  trade 
at  Mason,  under  Matthew  Elder,  doing  his  tiist 
work  on  the  old  court-house.  In  IHoK  he  can  c  to 
l^nsing  and  worked  at  his  trade  until  the  war 
l)roke  out. 

The  mariiage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Mary  X. 
Rhodes,  who  was  born  in  IjO.  Vail,  St.  I jiwrencv 
County,  N.  v.,  in  lH8i),  was  solemnized  October 
IK,  1858.  This  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Philip 
Rhodes,  whose  father,  William,  was  a  farmer  in  St. 
lAwrence  County,  and  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812.  Philip  Rhodes  was  a  shoemaker  and  a 
farmer  who  came  to  Michigan  for  his  health  in 
18r)2  and  locating  in  Mason  began  the  manufact- 
ure of  shoes.  There  he  continued  until  his  death, 
in  18()2.  His  wife  Ikmc  the  maiden  name  of  Ur- 
sula A.  Howard  and  was  born  in  Verm<mt,  a 
daughter  of  Calvin  Howard,  a  farmer  of  English 
descent  who  came  to  live  near  ()g<lensburg,  St. 
I^wrence  Countv,  N.  Y.  She  was  the  voungot 
of  nine  children  and  wjis  a  prominent  member  of 
the  l^ptist  Church,  in  which  she  found  a  broad 
field  of  at»tivity.  The  wife  of  our  subje<*t  was 
next  to  the  eldest  among  the  seven  children  of  her 
parent**  and  when  thirteen  yeai*s  of  age  came  froii 
New  York  to  Michigan,  traveling  by  ste^imer  to 
Detroit,  thence  bv  rail  to  Jackson  and  stairiu"  it 
to  Mason.  After  pursuing  her  studies  in  the  j)ul)- 
lic  school  she  began  teaching  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een and  continued  in  that  line  of  work  until  her 
marriai^e. 

In  August,  IHOl,  Dorman  K.  Fuller  enlisted  in 
Company  E.  Eighth  Michigan  Infantry,  and  being 
mustered  in  at  (I rand  Ua|)ids  was  sent  South. 
During  the  expedition  to  Ft.  Hoy.nl  he  was  taken 
sick  and  was  carried  to  Heaufort,  then  to  Annapo- 
lis and  back  to  Heaufort.  and  was  then  returned 
home  by  wav  of  New  York.  The  suri^eon  of  his 
regiment.  Dr.  H.  H.  Shank,  said  that  he  could  not 
live  to  get  home  and  asked  for  a  furlough  for  him. 
He  received  his  honorable  discharge  jit  Hilton 
Head  in  November.  18(52.  1)V  reas(ni  of  ])liv>ical 
disabilitA'  and  was  sick  for  three  or  four  vears.  Aftej- 
recovering  his  health  he  went  back  to  his  trade. 

This  enter|)rising  young  man  was  not  content  to 


remain  in  a  subordinate    )K»sition  l)ut  put  himself 
in  training  for  better  w<»rk,  l>ec(muugf  su|x^rinteud- 
ent  for  different  contractors.     He   super  in  tended 
the  erection  of  the  ().  M.  Itornes  building  and  the 
tinishing  oflf  of  the  High  School  building  and  then 
iKgan    for    himself   as   a  general    contractor   and 
formed  a  partnei-ship  with  Charles  E.  Wheeler  un- 
der   the   firm    name  of  Fuller  ^    Wheeler,  which 
lasted  for  thirt4K»n  vears.     The  firm  undert<X)k  ex- 
t<Misive  and    superior  work   and    put    up    among 
othei*s  eight  different  buildings  for  the  State  Agri- 
cultural  C'ollege.     In    1887   this    jmrtnei-sliip  wa^ 
dissolved  and  since  then  Mr.  Fuller  has  c*arned  on 
the  business  alone  and  generally   has  three  or  four 
buildings  "in  the  works.*'     He  has  just  completed 
the  SiK'iety  Huilding  of  the  Phi  Alpha  Pi  at  Olivet, 
Mich. 

The  residence  of  our  subji^ct  is  at  the  corner  of 
Walnut  and  Lenawee  Streets  and  he  has  put  uj^nm 
this  property  handsome  improvements  and  made 
it  very  attractive.  Besides  this  he  owns  a  numlter 
of  building  h)ts  in  the  city.  He  was  a  charter 
member  of  the  first  Fire  Department  of  I^nsing 
and  for  fourteen  vears  wiu*<  Alderman  of  the  Third 
Ward.  He  was  Supervisor  also  for  seven  years 
and  is  the  Chairman  of  the  Ik)ard  of  Trustees  of 
Mt.  Hope  Cemetery.  His  interest  in  education  has 
phiced  him  ujion  the  School  Board  where  he  has 
heli)ed  forward  materially  the  progress  of  the 
schools  of  Lansinir.  In  every  way  he  has  favored 
and  promote*!  moyements  for  the  improvement  of 
the  social,  educational  and  business  interests*  of 
this  city.  His  three  children  are  Ada  M.,  now 
Mrs.  C.  H.  Crane  of  Lansing;  Charles  M.,  Superin- 
tendent of  the  steel  departnu^nt  of  the  lit^ment 
Works,  and  Fred  (i.,  who  is  at  home.  He  has 
held  various  oflices  in  the  social  orders  to  which 
he  belongs  whicli  are  numerous  and  representa- 
tive. 

lioth  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fuller  are  devoted  members 
of  the  Plymouth  Congregational  Church,  and  Mi>. 
Fuller  is  especially  active  in  the  Ladies'  S<K*iety 
and  has  been  Vice-President  of  the  Missionary  So- 

* 

ciety.  Mr.  Fuller  is  a  "Black  Rei)ublican"  in  his 
])olitical  sympathies  and  has  been  delegate  t4) 
county  an<l  Slate  conventions.  He  has  also  tilled 
j)ositions    of    responsibility    upon    the    Ward  an<l 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


823 


City  Central  Committees.  He  is  an  enthusiastic 
meml^er  of  the  Foster  Post,  (i.  A.  IL  and 
both  lie  and  his  wife  are  identified  with  the 
Eastern  Star.  He  is  also  a  meml)er  of  the 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Koyal  Arch  Ma- 
sons, the  Kniglits  Templar  and  the  Kniglit^  of  the 
Maccabees. 


i*-T*-r*pJ- 


■$JBi^$   I  r  I  <■ 


^■--T 


f^p:ACON  CHARLES  S.  FOOTE  is   a  promi- 
nent and    successful    farmer    of    Brijrhtou 


Township,  Livingston  County,  and  a  man 
who  deserves  the  greatest  credit  for  liaving  made 
liis  own  way  through  life  entirely  unaided.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  comprising  two  hun- 
dred acres  of  tlie  most  fertile  land  in  tiie  county 
and  located  on  section  25,  Brighton  Township, 
Livingston  County.  He  has  tliereon  a  beautiful 
home,  the  dwelling  l>eing  not  only  commodious 
and  comfortable,  but  having  all  the  artistic  fea- 
tures that  make  it  exteriorly  as  well  as  interiorly 
the  most  attractive  place  in  the  neighborhood;  the 
place  boasts  the  most  modern  improvements.  His 
barns,  the  farmer's  pride,  are  large  and  show  care- 
ful attention.  Mr.  Footc  has  been  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortunes  and  is  very  familiar  with  what 
pioneer  life  is,  being  a  native  of  this  State,  having 
iKjen  born  in  Lycm  Township,  Oakland  County, 
February  21,  1836. 

Our  subject's  father  was  Linus  Foote,  who  was  a 
native  of  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.  He  came  to 
Michigan  in  1832  and  located  in  Lyon  Township, 
Oakland  County,  when  there  were  only  two  cab- 
ins in  that  locality.  On  making  his  advent  here, 
he  wended  his  way  along  an  Indian  I  mil  and  lo- 
cated his  land.  As  soon  as  he  had  taken  up  the 
tract  from  the  Government,  he  erected  a  log  cabin 
which  was  eight  feet  high  in  front  and  six  feet  in 
the  rear;  this  he  roofed  over  with  bark,  and  it 
boasted  neither  windows  nor  but  few  other  con- 
veniences, showing  that  indeed,  ""man  wants  but 
little  here  below.*' 

On  first  coming  here  our  subject's  father  found 
no  difficulty  in  keeping  the  larder  supplied  at  least 
with  animal  food.     Deer,  beai's,  wild  turkeys,  etc.. 


were  within  constant  reach  of  his  rifle.  Neither 
were  wolves  scarce  at  that  time  and  many  were 
the  precautions  taken  to  guard  against  the  en- 
croachments of  these  most  vicious  enemies.  They 
had  many  friends  among  the  red  men  who  often 
visited  our  subject's  father  in  after  years.  The 
nearest  mill  was  located  at  Ann  Arbor,  and  thither 
he  went  on  hoi*seback  with  his  supply  of  corn 
buckwheat,  etc.,  to  be  converted  into  flour  and 
meal. 

In  April,  1849,  Linus  Foote  sold  his  land  in 
Lyon  Township  which  was  then  partly  improved, 
an<l  purchased  eighty  acres  on  section  25,  Brigh- 
ton Township,  Livingston  Count}'.  Here  he  also 
came  as  a  pioneer  there  being  at  that  time  very 
few  settlers  at  that  place.  He  died  in  1862  at  the 
age  of  fifty-two  years,  after  a  life  spent  in  hard 
work  and  struggles  to  make  a  living  in  the  new 
country.  He  was  much  respected  and  liked  by 
his  associates  and  while  in  Lyon  Township  he  was 
awarded  the  office  of  Sui>ervisor,  which  position  he 
held  for  two  years,  and  was  also  Treasurer  for  sev- 
eral  veal's.  He  was  a  member  in  g<K>d  standing 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Our  subject's  mother  was  l)efore  her  marriage^ 
Mary  Smith,  a  native  of  New  York  State.  She 
survived  her  husband  by  a  number  of  yeai-s,  her 
decease  taking  place  in  1881,  she  being  at  that 
time  seventy-five  years  of  age.  She  was  the  mother 
of  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  still  living. 
The  youngest  son,  Adelbert,  enlisted  and  went  to 
the  army,  where  he  died  from  the  effects  of  a  bul- 
let  wound  received  at  the  !>attle  of  Fredericks- 
burg. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  log  house  that  his 
father  first  erected  on  coming  to  this  State. .  As 
may  be  imagined,  there  were  not  many  educa- 
tional advantages  attainable  in  his  l)oyhood  days; 
he  attended,  however,  the  district  school  for  about 
three  months  in  the  year.  The  place  in  which  the 
school  was  kept  was  a  log  house  with  none  of  the 
appliances  which  make  teaching  and  learning  so 
fascinating  at  the  present  time.  After  his  father's 
death  our  subject  took  charge  of  the  farm  and  paid 
off  (piite  a  large  indebtedness.  Since  that  time  he 
ha.<  added  to  the  place  until  it  reached  its  present 
fine  proportiims. 
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'riie  orifjfiual  of  tliis  ^keU^li  waw  nmiTied  (>ftolK*r 
27,  1859,  to  MisM  KlizalxHh  Fuller,  who  came  with 
her  parents  to  Michigan  in  an  early  day  from 
New  York.  They  are  the  parentis  of  two  children 
whow?  names  are  as  follows:  IlerlKjrt  K.  and  Car- 
rie. The  son  is  married  and  assists  his  father  in 
e<mduetin^  the  work  of  the  farm.  Cairie  is  a  tal- 
ented and  educated  young  lady  now  at  liomc. 
On  completing  her  school  course  at  home  she 
attended  the  State*  Normal  at  Y|3silanti.  Mr.  F<H)te 
is  in  his  political  preferences  a  Democrat,  altiiough 
he  takes  no  active  interest  in  politics.  lioth  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Churcli, 
he  having  l)een  a  Deacon  in  the  church  for  a  num- 
l)er  of  years.  Socially,  Iwth  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foote 
stand  high  in  the  community,  l)eing  rwognized  as 
leading  spirits  in  all  that  |H^rtains  to  the  elevation 
of  the  S4K*ial  tone. 


if^  IRAM  A.  NICHOLS.  Nothing  is  of  deeper 
Jl  interest  to  a  student  of  human  nature  and 
\\yyy  human  events  than  to  tmce  tiu*  career  of 
jjj^  one  who  has  fought  his  way  up  to  a  posi- 
tion of  prominence  and  financial  success  by  dint 
of  his  own  pbick,  push  and  perseverance  and  who 
has,  notwithstanding  the  struggles  and  temptations 
of  his  earlier  years,  maintained  a  well-earned  re|>u- 
tition  for  probity  and  for  a  just  consideration 
for  the  rights  of  otliers.  Such  a  study  do  we  iind 
in  the  life  of  him  whose  name  ap])ear*<  at  tin*  head 
<»f  tliis  panigraph. 

The  splendid  farm  of  Mr.  Nichols,  which  is  sit- 
uated on  section  .*{;"),  Brighton  Township,  Living- 
ston County,  is  well  worthy  of  a  visit  from  anyone 

•  •  • 

who  admires  a  finely  tilled  farm.  This  gentleman 
is  a  native  of  Farmington  Township.  Oakland 
County,  Mich.,  and  was  born  April  27,  is:^;').  His 
father,  Truman  Nichols,  of  New  York  birth  and  of 
Scotch  extraction,  wa-^  born  in  isil  and  grew  up 
to  farming  pui-suits 

Truman  Nichols  was  married  to  Miss  Hannah 
Allen,  August  28.  IS31,  and  al>out  two  weeks  later 
the  brave    young   couple    started    to   make  a  new 


home  in  the  then  Territ4)rv  of  Michigan.  He 
found  a  suitable  location  in  Farmingt4)n  Town- 
ship, Oakland  County,  and  t<K)k  up  a  tract  from 
the  (lovernment  land,  which  in  due  time  he  devel- 
o{M'd  into  a  tine  farm.  They  were  genuine  pif>- 
neei-s  and  endured  bravely  the  vicissitudes  inci- 
<lent  to  such  a  life  in  the  wilds  of  Michigan.  Both 
he  and  his  g(K)d  wife  were  most  conscientious  and 
devoted  in  their  religious  life  and  were  active 
memlH»rs  in  the  Baptist  Church.  She  is  still  living 
but  was  iHM-eavcd  of  her  hus1)and  Ck^toln^r  7,  1877. 
Of  their  five  children  three  are  still  living. 

He  of  whom  we  write  was  the  second  son  in 
this  int<»resting  family  and  ui)on  the  farm  and  in 
the  pi<meer  h>g  s<'hoolhouse  he  si>ent  his  lK>vluK)d. 
When  he  first  lK»gan  to  go  to  sch(M)l  the  si-luK)!- 
house  was  two  miles  distant  from  his  home  and 
the  ambitious  little  fellow  trudged  faithfully 
through  the  w(M)ds  eager  to  gain  an  education. 
When  old  enough  to  work  he  l>egan  to  jussist  his 
father  in  the  clearing  away  of  the  forest  and  tlie 
cultivatiim  of  the  farm. 

Hiram  Nichols  began    life    for   himself  in  18'>Ji. 

after  having   been    united    in    marriage    with  the 

lady  of  his  choice.  Miss  Frances    ]*ai*shall,  a  native 

of  this   county,   and    a    daughter   of    I^utlier  and 

Kmma  (Rol>erts)  l*ai*shall,  both  of  New  York,  who 

came  to  the  Wolverine  SUite    at  a  very  early  day. 

•  •        • 

Mr.  Parshall  was  a  man  of  unusmil  beauty  of  char- 
acter  an<l  benevolence,  prominent  in  the  l^iptist 
Church,  and  was  the  one  who  was  chiefly  instru- 
nienUil  in  establishing  the  neat  edifice  bebmijinu 
to  that  dc»noinination  which  stands  near  the  luune 
of  our  subject.  He  passed  away  from  this  world 
in  1H7(),  having  reached  the  age  of  fifty-nine  veai-s 
an<l  his  <levotetl  wife  followed  him  two  veai-s  later, 

« 

leavinji  four  children  to  mourn  her  h)ss. 

It  w:us  in   IHf)!*  that    our    subject    removed  from 
Oakland  Conntv    to    the    neiirhborhood    where  be 

«  * 

now  resi<les  and  two  y(»ars  later  he  purchascnl  the 
farm  which  is  now  his  and  to  which  he  has  acldcd 
notable  improvements.  He  has  two  hundred  and 
ninety-three  acres  of  choice  land  and  up<m  ithehas 
placed  not  only  a  beautiful  home  but  excellent 
and  substantial  barns,  an<l  he  carries  on  the  busi- 
iu*ss  ()f  geneial  fanning  and  slock-i*aisi ng.  Two 
childn'u.  All»eit  L.  an<l  Arlhiu-  B.,  have  brightened 
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tliis  home  and  to  both  of  them  the  paients  have 
extended  excellent  educational  advantages  which 
tliey  have  eagerly  embraced.  The  family  is  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  Baptist  Church  in  tlie 
neigliborliood,  and  Mr.  Nichols  is  exceedingly  iiu 
tluential  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republic«,n  party 
whicli  embodies  in  its  declarations  the  principles 
wliich  he  considers  the  safest  guide  for  our  na- 
tion's future. 


[/_^  ON.    FKRRIS    S.    FITCH,    State    Superin- 

IJ)  tendent  of  Public   Instruction   and  editor 

and  publislier  of  tlie  Oakland  County  Post, 

^  makes  ]iis  home  at  Pontiac,  Midi.  He  wiis 
born  in  the  township  of  Bunker  Hill,  Ingham 
County,  Mich.,  February  1,  1853,  at  a  place  now 
known  as  P'itchburg  from  the  fact  that  his  fatlier, 
Ferris  S.  Fitch,  Sr.,  was  the  first  in  this  section  to 
make  a  farm  in  the  unbroken  wilderness.  His 
mother  was  Emma  J.  Bailey,  and  both  his  parents 
were  natives  of  New  York  State,  where  they  were 
married,  and  from  which  they  removed  to  Mich- 
igan in  1848.  The  father  was  a  member  of  the 
Michigan  Legislature  in  1853,  and  at  different 
times  was  named  prominently  as  a  candidate  for 
Governor,  in  Democratic  conventions.  He  was  a 
man  of  active  life,  yet  of  litemry  tastes,  and  was 
m  religion  an  Kjiiscopalian. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  labored  industriously 
upon  the  farm  until  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he 
entered  the  Normal  St;hool  at  Ypsilanti.  He  grad- 
uated from  the  classical  course  in  1873  and  entered 
the  literary  department  of  the  University  of  Mich- 
igan the  same  year.  From  that  institution  he  grad- 
uated in  the  Class  of  1877  with  the  degree  of 
liachelor  of  Arts.  In  both  Normal  Strhool  and 
University  he  was  distinguished  for  independent 
original  scholarship,  and  for  his  ability  as  a  writ(*r 
and  speaker.  In  the  Normal  he  acted  as  assistant 
instructor  in  Latin  during  his  senior  year. 

After  graduating  from  the  Tniversity  Mr.  Fitch 
accepted  the  Chair  in  Latin  and  Greek  in  Smithscm 
College,  Ind.  Soon  after  beginning  his  work  there 
he  l)ecame   active    President    of    the    college  and 


thoroughly  reformed  its  government  and  system  of 
instruction.  In  1878  he  accepted  the  principal- 
ship  of  the  Pontiac  High  School  at  a  very  critical 
time.  From  the  first  he  was  master  of  the  situa- 
tion and  soon  restored  harmony  to  the  institution. 
Here  he  served  for  three  and  one-half  ycai-s,  when 
he  was  made  Superintendent  of  the  City  Schools. 
He  continued  to  hold  this  position  until  June,  1890, 
when  he  resigned,  against  the  expressed  wishes  of 
the  entire  Board,  to  ent^r  the  field  of  journalism  as 
editor  and  manager  of  the  OnK'land  County  Pout. 

Though  naturally  of  a  practical   and  conserva- 
tive mind  our   subject    is  a  progressive  educator, 
and  the  inveterate  foe  of  the    pouring   in  proc^ess, 
and  of  cramming  the  young  mind.     He  is  the  peer 
of  an  V  man  in  the  State  in  the  studv  of  intellectual 
themes  as  well   as   the  science  of   political   econ- 
omy and  civil  administration.     His  nomination  in 
the  fall  of  1890  to  the  oflice  of  State  Sui>erintendent 
of  Public  Instruction  was   entirely   unsought  and 
unexpected,  but  was  the   unanimous   and  si)onta- 
neous  action  of  one  of  the  most  representative  con- 
ventions ever  assembled  in  Michigan.     The  nomi- 
nation was  made  by   Hon.  C.  R.  Whitman,  Regent 
of  the  State  rnivei"sity,  and    was  enthusiastically 
received  by  educators  of  all  parties  throughout  the 
State.  His  election  was  considered  an  indication  of 
a  healthful  condition    in    educational    circles  and 
prophecy  of  still  greater  progress  for   the  future. 
Mr.  Fitch  was  married    August  4,  1881,  to  Lettie 
M.,  daughter  of   (ieorge   I),  and    Mary  A.  (Park) 
Humphrey.     One  child  has  blest  this  union — Con- 
stance, who  was  born  March  5,  1888. 

A  portrait  of  the  Hon.  Mr.  Fitch  is  presented  to 
the  rendei-s  of  this  volume. 


^       w<S) 
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^I^OIIN  RYAN  is  the  publisher  and  proprie- 
tor of  the  LirhufHtoii  Coitnfij  Df^mtM'ntt, 
which  is  published  at  Howell.  He  was  born 
in  Hamburg  Township,  Livingston  County, 
this  State,  in  1858,  and  is  a  scm  of  John  and  Elizii- 
beth  (Connor)  Ryan,  who  settled  in  Hamburg  in 
1882,  and  were  among  the  earliest  settlei-s  of  this 
county,  taking  up  (iovernment  land,  of  which  our 
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subjects  fatlier  owned  thrtv  hundred  aeres.  The 
family  oeinipied  the  log  hoiuse  which  was  ereeU^d 
on  the  place  for  several  year^i.  They  hiter  addid 
many  iuiprovemenU^  to  tlie  place  and  our  sulgect's 
fatlier  i-esided  there  until  hi«  decease,  in  1883, 
bein)t(  then  seventy-three  yeai-s  of  age.  He  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics  and  a  member  of  the  Catho- 
lic C'hurch. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  his  parent**  family. 
The  othci's  are:  P2dward,  James  and  Mary  (Mrs. 
Mrs.  M.  D.  Sullivan).  John  Ryan  remained  on 
the  home  farm  until  the  winter  of  1885.  He  had 
been  educated  in  the  common  and  High  Schools 
of  Washtenaw  County,  this  State.  In  the  fall  of 
1884  he  wat?  elected  Countv  Clerk  and  assumed 
the  rights  of  his  office  January  1,  188.^),  holding  it 
for  two  terms,  during  which  time  he  read  law  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  January,  1889. 

Our  subject  l)egan  the  practice  of  his  profession 
at  Howell.  Al>out  the  same  time  the  paper  of 
which  he  is  now  the  proprietor  wjus  offered  for 
sale,  and  he  purchased  it  in  February,  18i)(),  and 
has  since  run  it,  employing  three  men  and  a  boy 
in  the  office.  It  is  a  weekly  journal,  having  two 
thousand  suliscribei-s,  and  is  print^nl  on  a  Taylor 
power  press  which  is  run  by  steam.  He  also  does 
a  large  amount  of  advertising  and  job  work.  Mr. 
Ryan  is  the  owner  of  con^iderable  land  in  the 
State  and  also  of  the  old  homestead.  He  is  a  stock- 
holder in  the  First  Slate  and  SaviiigN  Bank  of 
Howell,  and  one  of  its  Directors.  For  two  years 
he  wju>  Township  Clerk  of  Hamburg,  and  hebl  the 
otllce  of  Supervisor  for  two  years.  He  is  one  of 
the  j)rominent  and  rising  young  men  of  this  lo- 
cal it  v. 


X 


•  -•<' 
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M.  PO'ITKK  is  the  editor  of  the  Mliii)ir*> 
Si^nlincl  of  Lansing,  Inirhani  Countv.  the 
State  organ  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and 
^%^^'  the  Industrial  I'nion  of  Michigan.  He  was 
born  in  Cheshire.  Berkshire  County.  Mass.,  April 
11,  1831).  and  is  a  s(m  of  Capt.  Daniel  B.  Potter, 
who  traces  his  ancestry  back  to   Robert    Potter,  an 


Knglishman,  who  settled  in  Warwick,  li.  I.  The 
grandfatlier  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812  and 
a  farmer  and  wagon  manufacturer  at  Chesihire.  In 
this  business  the  father  was  also  engaged  and  was 
a  Captain  in  the  State  Militia.  The  mother,  Dolly 
W.  Hall,  was  a  daughter  of  Simeon  Uall.  .She  l»e- 
came  a  widow  in  1844  and  herself  passed  away  iu 
1851. 

Our  subject  Iwlongs  to  a  family  of  three  sons  and 
three  daughtei-s,  and  until  he  was  seventeen  year^ 
of  age  attended  Ft.  Kdward  Institute  and  came  to 
Michigan  in  1856,  settling  in  Kome  where  he  at- 
tended the  Dickenson  Institute.  In  the  spring  of 
1857  he  went  to  Elgin,  HI.,  as  a  clerk,  and  in  Au- 
gust, 18f)l,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Thirty -sixth 
Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  taken  sick  in  camp  and 
laid  aside  for  over  a  year  with  diphtheretic  fever 
and  the  doctor  said  he  would  not  live,  and  so  the 
Captain  never  rei)orted  him  as  an  enlisted  man. 
After  his  recovery  he  took  a  |x>sition  a.s  clerk  in 
Chicago  in  the  dry  goods  house  of  Potter  Palmer, 
but  as  his  health  was  not  firmly  established,  he 
found  it  necessary  to  ivsign  and  come  to  Michigan 
where  he  was  afterward  empU>yed  in  a  store  at 
Kome. 

In  1864,  Mr.  Potter  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza- 
beth V.  Briggs  of  Adams,  Mass.,  and  located  upon 
a  farm  in  Armada,  Macomb  Countv,  and  in  1868 
took  u])  the  business  of  gen eml  merchandise  in  that 
place,  being  a  memlKM*  of  the  firm  of  Potter  ^  Me- 
Ciuskev,  but  two  veai-s  later  sold  out  and  took  the 
|)osition  of  a  clerk.  In  1872  he  ran  for  State  Leg- 
islature on  the  Democi-atic  ticket,  and  thi-ee  veai> 
later  he  ]>ecame  the  assistant  of  the  State  Superin- 
tendent of  public  si'hools  and  for  a  few  yej\i-s  sul>- 
se<iuent  to  this  he  followed  the  business  of  a  tniv- 
eiing  siilesnian. 

In  187i>  Mr.  Potter  established  the  Lansinij 
Sriitiiii'l  as  a  (greenback  paper,  the  name  of  which 
he  has  now  changed  to  the  ANiance  Sentint^L  He 
is  State'  organizer  for  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and 
Stale  LecturcM-  and  organizer  for  the  Citizens'  Al- 
liance and  was  Citv  Assessor  for  two  veai*s.  He 
has  twice  been  nominated  to  Congress  bv  the 
smaller  parties,  butof  course  has  not  received  an 
election  as  their  strength  was  not  sullicient.  His 
five  chihlren  are:  John   B.,    Anna    E.,    Daniel    B.. 
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Julia  M.  and  CIrace.  The  eldest  son  is  an  artist 
and  the  second  an  engraver,  while  Anna  is  the 
Stat«  Secretary  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  He  is  a 
Spiritualist  in  his  belief  and  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  the  Maccabee^^  and  the  Knights  of 
Laf)or. 


@--. 
*/ 
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W,H.LAR1)  C.  BROWN,  M.  I).  One  of  the 
l)rominent  young  physicians,  who  has 
.^  ^  already  made  himself  a  name  and  fame  in 
the  pretty  village  of  Brighton,  Livingston  County, 
this  State,  has  taken  kindly  to  the  social  condi- 
tions in  the  Wolverine  State,  although  he  is  a 
native  of  New  York,  having  l)een  l)orn  in  Scho- 
harie County,  July  25,  IHo?.  He  is  at  that  age 
that  is  vivified  and  intensified  by  enthusiasm  for 
his  adopted  career  and  having  had  the  l>est  oppor- 
tunities for  study,  he  is  well  prepared,  not  only  to 
practice  in  the  ordinary  course  of  his  profession, 
but  to  make  original  research  and  discoveries. 
Were  there  not  a  chance  of  progressing  in  his 
chosen  coui-se,  our  subject  is  of  a  nature  to  *'  throw 
physic  to  the  dogs.'' 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  worthy  representa- 
tive of  a  prominent  family  in  the  East,  one  that 
has  taken  a  distinctive  stand  in  all  matters  of 
of  progress  and  governmental  advancement.  He 
is  a  son  of  Rev.  Henry  Bi-own,  a  native  of  Otsego 
County,  N.  Y.,  who  hah  been  a  minister  in  the 
Christian  Church  nearly  his  whole  life.  He  began 
l)reaching  the  (iospel  when  only  seventeen  years 
of  age,  but  was  not  esi)ecially  educated  for  the  suc- 
cessful i)ursuit  of  his  chosen  profession  until  after 
his  marriage.  He  has  preached  for  over  forty  yeai-s 
and  is  still  actively  engaged  in  the  work. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  )K)re  the  maiden  name 
of  Nancy  Mcllench.  She,  also,  wns  a  native  (»f 
New  York,  and  there  died  in  1803.  having  lx»cn 
during  her  life-time  both  a  help  and  inspiration  to 
her  husband  in  the  higher  jun-suit  of  his  chosen 
calling.  She  wjis,  «nd  has  In^en  during  the  gienter 
lx>rtion  of  lier  life,  a  memlxM*  of  the  Chri.>-lian 
ChuR'h. 

Dr.  Brown  is  tlie  eldest  of  three  sons  !K»ni  to  his 


parents.  The  second  son.  Rev.  James  Irving  Brown, 
is  a  minister  in  the  Christian  Church,  having 
l>egun  his  ministerial  w<n'k  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
yeai-s.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Starkey  College,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  ministerial  work  in  the  State  of 
Minnesota.  The  third  son  is  also  a  preacher.  Rev. 
William  T.  lirown  felt  the  call  to  Gospel  work, 
like  other  membei*s  of  his  family  at  a  very  early 
age,  being  but  sixteen  yeai*s  old  when  he  l)egan 
preaching.  He  is  now  pastor  of  the  Christian 
Church  at  New  liedford,  !Mass.,  the  largest  and 
most  important  religious  body  in  that  New 
England  city.  Since  beginning  his  work  he  \\r» 
enjoyed  the  best  educational  advantages,  first 
graduating  from  Starkey  College,  then  from  Union 
College,  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  then  frcmi  Yale 
I'niversity. 

The  original  of  our  sketc^h  received  the  rudi- 
ments of  his  education  in  the  village  and  High 
Schools  of  his  native  place.  In  187fi  he  cf>mmenced 
reading  medicine  under  Dr.  D.  M.  Leonard,  of 
Broome  Center,  Schoharie  County,  N.  Y.  After 
taking  quite  an  extended  course  under  this  dis- 
tinguished physician,  in  1879  he  entered  the  medi- 
cal department  of  the  I'nivei-sity  of  New  York 
City,  and  graduat<?d  in  188L  While  studying  in 
New  York,  he  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  being  an 
attendant  at  the  clinics  in  liellevue  Hospital. 

Immediately  after  finishing  his  medical  couree 
in  New  York  our  subject  came  to  Brightcm  and 
ass(x:iat«d  himself  with  Dr.  Mcllench,  one  of  the 
oldest  and  best  known  physicians  in  this  portion 
of  the  State,  and  a  relative  of  him  of  whom  we 
writi*.  One  year  later,  Dr.  Brown  removed  his  lo- 
cution to  South  Lyon,  where  he  continued  practice 
until  1888.  In  1889  he  returned  to  New  York 
City  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  general  course  of 
lectures  in  surgery  and  general  diseases,  after 
which  he  re-located  at  Brighton,  where  he  now  en- 
joys a  fine  practice. 

Generously  gifted  mentally,  and  with  a  bright 
prospect  before  him  in  a  professional  way,  life  was 
not  complete  until  the  domestic  altar  had  been 
erected,  and  this  was  placed  and  the  household 
gods  so  stationed  that  they  smiled  serenely  (m  the 
couple  in  1882,  at  which  time  Mr.  Brown  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Louisa  Becker,  a  native 
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of  Brighton,  whose  )mrental  lionie  is  still  in  this 
place.  Thus  the  circle  of  life  witli  its  radiating 
interests,  wa^i  completed.  One  cliild  hits  enriched 
and  blessed  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  de- 
voted and  attractive  young  wife.  He  lias  lK»en 
named  William  Irving. 

Our  subject  is  in  his  |H»litit^l  predilecti<m  a  Re- 
publican. While  at  Lyons,  he  was  honored  by  the 
of  lice  of  Health  Ollicer  and  while  discharging  the 
duties  incident  to  this  position,  distinguished  him- 
self by  the  applicati(m  of  his  knowledge  of  siuii- 
tary  laws  and  regulations.  Socially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  frat^^'rnitv,  and  isPast(irand 
Master  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabet»s, 
and  is  local  medical  examiner  for  the  last  named 
societv.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  devoted  and 
earnest  meml)ei*s  of  the  Christian  Cliurch.  Thev 
are  young  i)eople  from  whom  emanates  a  spirit  of 
progress  and  purity  of  pui{>ose,  and  hence  exert 
the  l)est  influence  in  their  chosi'n  field  of  labor. 


V. 


+=:^^=^V J 
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?  LFRKI)  M.  (;KK(;()RV,  the  former  [)opulai- 
and  efllcicnt  Supervisor  of   L<K*ke  Town- 
ship, liigliaiii   Coimly,  is  one  of   tlie  ino>t 
W^  prominent    and    thrifty    citizens    of    this 

county,  and  is  n  native  <>f  Oakland  ('onnt\ .  tliis 
State,  where  he  was  born  April  27.  IHIT).  He  is 
the  son  of  Almond  and  Flora  K.  (ireirorv,  natives 
of  New  York  and  Connecticut  rc-ipectively,  who 
miirraled  to  Oakland  County  at  an  early  day  and 
there  reared  to  manhood  thi>  >on.  lie  received  a 
common-school  education  and  in  due  time  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Fannie,  daughter  of  Frank- 
lin O.  Jones,  of  Oakland  County. 

ft 

Six  children  were  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
worthy  wife  and  live  are  now  liyinii:,  namely: 
Charles,  Norton.  Flora,  Benjamin.  Henriek  and 
Ruel  (deceased).  In  1H7^5  Mr.  (iregory  came  to 
liiLTham  County  and  >ettle(]  on  the  farm  which  has 

W  ft 

since  been  his  honie.  He  now  owns  one  hundred 
and    sixty  acres   of   excellent    land    which    he   has 

« 

gained    l)y   his   own    effort^   and    enterprise.       He 


taught  the  district  school  for  eleven  terins  and  was 
a  popular  t<?acher.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat 
and  he  was  elected  Suj)ervisor  of  his  township  in 
1881,  after  which  he  served  for  eight  successive 
years  with  credit  t-o  himself  and  l>enetit  to  the  com- 

• 

munitv. 


i4i4i.|..i. 


■i"l"l"t'e 


J()SKPH  SIHLKY,  a  picmeer  farmer  of  Onon- 
daga Township,  Ingham  County,  was  Inirn 
in  Rush,  Monroe  Ccmnty,  N.  Y.,  I)eceml»er 
_  '  18,  181 7,  ^nd  is  the  son  of  Elisha  and  Anna 
(Hills)  Sibley,  both  natives  of  New  Kn^Innd.  who 
settled  in  the  al>ove  named  county  soon  after 
their  marriage  and  there  remained  throughout  life. 
The  father  held  some  township  oHiet\s  and  was  a 
soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  They  were  the  parents 
of  thirteen  children  of  whom  our  subject  wjis  the 
tenth. 

John  Siblev  was  reared  in  Rush,  Monroe  County. 
and  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools 
and  at  Rm'hester,  N.  Y.  He  remained  on  the  old 
homstead  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty -one 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  1838,  entering  into  jiart- 
nei*ship  with  his  brother,  Martin  K.,  and  buvinji 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  where  our 
subject  now  lives. 

Mr.  Sibley  cleared  his  farm  and  has  lived  uj>- 
on  it  for  tifty-three  years,  and  has  nearly  all  of 
his  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  under  cultiva- 

• 

tion.  He  hasdimemost  of  the  work  upon  his  place 
besides  teach in<>  school  considerably  in  his  voiinaer 
years.  He  wjis  a  Republican  until  recently  but 
now  belongs  to  the  Farmers'  Alliance. 

rpon  N(»w  Year's  Day,  1841,  our  subjtM*t  was 
marrie(l  to  Miss  Charlotte  Whitman,  of  Sjiringport, 
Jackson  County.  She  was  lH»rn  in  Canada,  Octo- 
her  (),  181;').  and  is  a  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Char- 
lotte (Austin)  Whitman,  picmeers  of  .lackson 
County.  To  this  worthy  couple  seven  children 
haye  been  born,  namely:  Carrie  ().,  Charles  II.. 
Alva.  Homer  AV.,  Hubert  J.,  Kmnia  and  Elsie  L.. 
and  three  of  these  have  passed  t^)  the  other  worhl. 
The  son,  Charles,  lives  at  home  with  his  father  and 
is  Suj)cryisor  of  ()n<mdaga  Township;  he  married 
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Mi««  Einma  Br(K)k,  of  Albion,  and  ha^  tlircie  eliil- 
dren,  Frank,  (ieorge  and  Bessie.  Homer  W.  is  a 
stonecutter  at  Clinton,  Mich.,  and  married  Miss 
Ella  Piei'son.  Hul)ert  J.,  a  farnier,  married  Miss 
Minnie  (tillman  and  has  five  children,  Everett  C, 
Edith  M.,  (ii*ace,  St^ott  and  Clyde.  Emma  is  the 
wife  of  Thomas   B.  Wheeler,  of  IajsHc,  this  State.   : 

The  oldest  daughter,  Carrie,  who  is  now  de<»eased, 
was  the  wife  of  Alva  Austin,  of  Jackson,  and  left 
one  child,  Adell)ert. 


^*  OSllUA  K.  KIRKLANI).  Among  the  prom- 
inent,  influential  and  wealthy  agriculturist* 
and  representative  pioneers  of  Ingham 
County,  none  is  moi*e  worthy  of  our  notice 
than  the  well-known  and  efticient  Supervisor  and 
Treasurer  of  l^eroy  Township.  Seneca  County, 
N.  Y.,  is  his  native  home  and  he  was  born  January 
15, 1821,  being  a  son  of  lien  jam  in  Kirkland,  a  native 
of  Connecticut,  and  Nancy  Knight,  who  was  l)orn 
in  New  York,  and  whose  brother  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812. 

His  father's  farm  in  New  York  was  the  scene  of 
Joshua  Kirkland's  boyhood  days,  and  his  education 
was  largely   taken   in   the   district  schools,  which 
gave  him  a  good   foundation   for  future  studies, 
which  he  has  taken  by  himself.     His  father  pursued 
the  trade  of  a  tailor  as  well  as  c«n-ying  on  a  farm. 
The   marriage  of  Joshua  Kirkland  with   Rebecca 
Morehouse,  which  event  took  place  Septeml)er  2i), 
1843,  brought  him  three  children,  of  whom  his  son 
Charles  of  (irand   I^dge,  is  tlie  only  one   living. 
After  the  death  of  iMi-s.  RelK»cca  Kirkland  our  sub- 
ject was  a  second   time    united   in   marriage  with 
Mrs.  Nancy  Brown,  the  widow  of  Uriah  Brown,  of 
Livingston  County.     By  this  marriage  which  took 
place    in    1852  two   children     were    lH>rn.  one  of 
whom,  Elmer,  is  living  andi  makes  his  home  in  Le- 
roy  Township.     He  married  a  third   wife  in  1872. 
They  lived   together  four   years.     vShe   left  home 
and  our  sul)ject   obtained  a  bill   from   her.      The 
present  Mi's.  Kirkland  bore  the  name  of    Nina  R. 
Lathrop  and  siie  became  Mi*s.  Kirkland   in    18  77, 
and  is  the  mother  of  one  daughter,  Cornelia. 


Our  subject  emigrated  to  Michigan  in  1844,  mak- 
ing his  home  in  Livingston  County  until  1852,  at  • 
which  time  he  came  to  Ingham  County  and  during 
the  fii-st  year  operated  a  steam  sawmill,  one  of  the 
first  in  this  region.  He  traded  this  mill,  which  was 
known  Jis  the  Podunk  Mill,  for  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  lives,  which  was  then  an  unbroken  forest. 
For  nearlv  a  year  the  family  resided  in  a  log  cabin 
and  they  then  built  a  betti»r  home.  This  gentle- 
man has  seen  much  pioneer  work  and  has  endured 
many  privations  and  hardships.  He  now  owns 
three  hundi-ed  and  fifteen  acres  of  land  in  Wheat- 
field  and  Leroy  Townships.  By  his  own  hard  work 
and  enterprise  he  has  acquired  this  handsome  prop- 
erty and  at  the  same  time  he  has  heli)ed  forward  in 
every  way  possible  any  movement  which  had  for 
its  aim  the  elevation  of  society  and  the  general 
prosperity  of  the  community. 

Mr.  Kirkland  was  formerly  a  memljer  of  the  Ma- 
sonic  order  but  is  not  active  now  in  that  order. 
For  several  years  he  served  as  Treasurer  of  Leroy 
Township,  in  which  office  he  was  unusually  efficient. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  now  enjoying  the  fruits 
of  a  life  well  spent  and  the  respect  and  esteem 
which  is  their  just  and  natural  meed. 


-^ 


vxHARLES  H.  SIBLEY.  The  farming  com- 
,  munity  of  any  county  forms  its  l)one  and 
sinew,  and  upon  the  character  of  that  part 
of  it^  citizens  must  depend  much  of  the  future 
history  of  that  section.  Thrift,  industry  and  integ- 
rity must  abound  or  misfortune  and  hard  times  will 
come,  no  matter  what  the  financial  condition  of  the 
country  or  the  wealth  underlying  the  sod.  Ingham 
County  has  been  l)lessed  in  a  constituency  of  noble 
upright,  industrious  farmers  who  have  developed 
its  resources  and  ])rought  it  to  a  standing  with  the 
other  counties  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Sibley,  who  has  a  fine  farm  in  Onondaga 
Township,  was  ]M)rn  upon  the  spot  where  he  now 
lives,  August  14,  1844,  his  parents  being  Josej)h 
and  Charlotte  (Whitman)  Sibley, a  sketch  of  whom 
will  l)e  found  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Charles 
is  their  second  child  and  received  his  early  training 
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ii|)on  tlie  farm  and  was  educated  in  the  district 
i!»ch<K>Ls  during  his  earlier  yeai-s  and  af Upward  at- 
tended school  at  Katon  Rapids  and  studied  in  tlie 
union  schools  of  lousing,  lie  remained  at  home 
until  al)out  twenty-four  years  of  age  and  then  went 
to  (Jmnd  Rapids,  where  he  worked  for  three  3*eai*s 
for  the  (ianoe  i\r  (TCKjdrich  Ti*asportation  Company 
after  which  he  s|)ent  four  years  with  the  Phienix 
Furniture  Company  in  the  sjime  city. 

In  1877  Mr.  Sibley  returned  U)  the  farm  and  ha** 
since  given  his  undivided  attention  to  farming. 
He  rent«  his  father's  farm  and  carries  it  on.  It 
was  while  he  was  living  in  (4 rand  Rapids  that  he 
entered  into  a  matrimonial  alliance,  choosing  as  his 
life  partner  Miss  Emma  (rarrett,  of  Albion,  Mich., 
and  they  were  married  in  April,  1873.  She  is  a 
native  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  is  now  the  mother  of 
three  promising  chihdren:  Franc,  (ieorge  L.  and 
Bessie  E. 

The  Dem<xji"atic  party  formerly  commanded  the 
vote  and  influence  of  our  suliject,  but  he  is  now 
civsting  his  liallot  with  the  Industrial  party.  In 
181)0  he  received  the  election  to  the  ofHce  of  Super- 
visor of  Onondaga  Township,  and  being  re-elected 
in  the  spring  of  18in,  he  is  now  stMving  his  sc»cond 
term.  Anything  which  pertains  to  the  interests  of 
agriculture  is  of  importance  in  his  eyes  and  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and  is  one  of 
its  trusted  counseloi*s. 


•v^i^ 


''^-®#®' 


lilt 


ICIIARI)  SFATON.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  is  at  the  hearl  of  this  sketch  is  a  typi- 
cal American,  having  risen  from  an  humble 
jiosition  in  which  i)overty  was  his  main  in- 
heritance, to  his  j)resent  station  in  life  in  which  he 
enjoys  a  i)leasing  degree  of  atthience.  llis  .success 
has,  however,  not  made  him  indifferent  to  the  sor- 
rows and  needs  of  the  great  majority,  llis  heart 
is  open  to  all  and  if  he  cannot  give  a  bit  of  com- 
fort of   the  substantial  nature  he  at   least  alwavs 

ft 

be-^tows  a  kind   and  encouraging  word    ui)on    the 
distressed  one. 

Richard  Seaton  is  the  son   of  .loseph   and   Eliza- 
beth (Morton)  Seaton,  natives  res|)ectively  of  Lin- 


colnshire and  Nottinghamshire,  England.  Our 
subject's  father  was  lK>rn  in  Faldwinsworth  Town. 
He  was  a  farmer  and  the  parent  of  nine  children, 
five  of  whom  were  l)oys.  They  were:  John,  Will- 
iam, Joseph,  Richard  and  Rol>ert.  The  four  girk 
were  Ann,  Elizalieth,  Rel»ec*ca  and  Margai-et.  John, 
Jost*ph  and  Richard  came  to  the  United  States  and 
finally  settled  in  Michigan.  Joseph,  however,  died 
in  Illinois. 

Our  subject  was  born  August  9, 1820,  in  Middle- 
raison,  Lincolnshire,  England.  He  was  raised  a 
farmer  and  to  the  thrifty  ways  common  among 
the  English  yeomanry.  He  was  deprived  of  edu- 
cational advantages,  but  his  native  wit  and  bright- 
ness did  much  for  the  youth.  Our  subjec*t  came 
to  America  on  a  sailing  vessel  and  was  on  the 
ocean  for  six  weeks  and  one  dav;  he  landed  in 
Canada  and  came  from  (Quebec  to  Pontiac,  i*each- 
ing  that  point  June  12,  1845,  with  no  friends 
and  ♦!;'>  in  debt.  A  brother  worked  in  Pontiac 
for  nine  yeai-s  at  anything  he  could  get  to  do. 
Our  subject's  fii-st  half  month's  work  received 
the  remuneration  of  Ji^a,  which  repre^*ented  a 
fortnight's  labor  in  the  tields  during  the  haying 
season.  In  1851  he  came  to  the  place  where  he 
now  resides,  locating  on  sec^tion  11.  Tliei'e  he  pur- 
chased eightv  acres  and  has  since  added  fortv  more. 
Since  that  time  he  has  steadily  advanced  in  finan- 
cial i)osition  and  his  place  has  l>een  made  very 
valuable  by  the  imjH'ovements  that  he  has  put 
upon  it.  llis  residence  is  a  fine  brick  house  that  is 
tasteful  in  design  and  roomvin  size.  It  is  entirelv 
unincumlH»red  nor  does  our  subject  owe  a  dollar  t<» 
anyone.  He  has  moreover  the  i)leasant  assurance 
that  there  is  monev  enough  laid  up  for  a  rainvdav 

•  '  *  •  ft 

or  for  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  old  age. 

May  12,  1H4L  Mr.  Seaton  was  married  to  Emily 
West,  a  daughter  of  Robert  and  Susan  West  of 
Middleniison,  Lincolnshire,  England.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  the  outcome  of  this  union.  Thev  are  as 
follows:   Robert,   who   died  at  the  age  of   twentv- 

^^  ft. 

seven;  Josej)h;  Emily,  now  Mrs.  Palmer;  ElizalH?th. 
who  is  the  wife  of  J.  T.  Harrison;  Alice,  who  mar- 
ried John  Bristol;  Frances,  the  wife  of  Clai*ence 
Bristol,  and  John  Franklin. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  with  his  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  for 
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fortv-five  veal's  thev  have  been  activelv  eounected 
with  the  interejst**  of  that  body  and  have  ever  been 
liberal  supporters  of  the  (iospel  work.  A  Democrat 
in  pohtics,  our  subject  is  not,  however,  so  rabid 
but  what  he  can  see  good  in  all  men  and  ))arties. 
He  is  an  honored  and  respected  citizen  and  a  kind 
friend  to  the  poor  and  needy.  His  wife  is  a  noble, 
true-hearted  woman  whose  bright  cheerfulness  is  a 
tonic  to  the  despondent  or  sorrowing.  She  has 
been  the  affectionate  helpmate  of  her  husband  in 
his  career  and  is  deserving  of  the  greatest  consid- 
eration bv  all. 


«-•■ 


^^^!#*^ 


♦♦ 


ON.  FRANK  G.  ROUNSVH.LE.  He  whose 
name  adorns  this  page  is  a  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  an  honorable  and  talented 
family.  The  same  traitw  which  made  his 
father  successful  in  the  various  interests  in  which 
he  was  engaged  is  discovered  in  the  son  in  an  aug- 
mented degree.  Naturally  of  a  daring,  siK»cuilative 
nature,  his  dealings  in  this  direction  have  been 
modified  and  toned  by  a  well-balanced  judgment 
and  a  trained  conservatism.  He  is  at  present  Presi- 
dent of  the  City  Council,  to  which  he  generously 
gives  a  large  portion  of  liis  time  from  his  varied 
interests  in  a  commercial  way,  l)eing  a  dealer  in 
lural)er,  grain,  wool  and  produce,  and  one  of  the 
most  active  and  energetic  business  men  in  Fowler- 
ville,  Livingston  County. 

A  native  of  Livingston  County,  Mich.,  he  of 
whom  we  write  was  Iwjrn  in  Unadilla  Township, 
February  18,  1848.  He  is  a  son  of  William  E.  and 
Sylvia  M.  (Torrey)  Rounsville,  natives  of  Tomp- 
kins and  Tioga  Counties,  N.  Y.,  respectively.  The 
father  was  an  artist.  He  came  to  Michigan  about 
1845,  and  settled  in  Unadilla  Township,  where  lie 
was  engaged  in  farming.  Like  most  men  who 
have  the  artistic  instinct,  there  was  something  of 
the  Bohemian  about  him,  and  he  was  not  content 
to  settle  down  in  one  [)lace  without  jissuring  liiiii- 
self  in  a  ))ersonal  way  of  its  superior  advantages 
He  soon  went  to  Wisconsin,  thence  proceeded  to 
Minnesota,  where  he  wjis  engaged  in  stock-raising, 
and  in  1863  returned  to  Michigan  and  relocated  in 


Unadilla  Township.     During  the  last  yeni's  of  his 
life  he  made  his  home  in  Fowlerville,  passing  away 
into  the  liereafter  in    December,  1864.     His  wife 
survived  liini  some  two    veai-s,  her  decease  occur- 
ring  in  May,  186i).     Our  subjec'i's  father  was  Clerk 
of  l^nadiUa  Township   for  two  terms.     He   was  a 
Republican  and  an  earnest,  progressive  man.      His 
paternal  grandparents  were    lienjamin   and  Anna 
(Giflford)    Rounsville,   natives    of    Mavssachusetts. 
Tliey  wei-e   there    engaged    in    farming,   although 
tliey  spent  their  latter  years  in  New  York.    He  was 
the  father  of  live  children — Robert,  William,  Ben- 
jamin, Melissa  and  Cynthia.      The  two  ladies   are 
now  residents  of  Minnesota. 
\        Our  subject's  materjial  grandparents  were  Seth 
H.   and   Elizabeth  (Stedman)   Torrey,   native*   of 
New    York.     The    former   was  a   contractor   and 
builder  and  came  to   Michigan  alx>ut    1846.     He 
settled  at  Unadilla,  this  county,  where  he  followed 
his  trade  and  was  also  a  farmer;  he  died  in  1869. 
j   His  wife  still   survives  and   makes  her   home   in 
Oceola  County,  this  StaU».     During    Mr.  Torrey 's 
lifetime  he  was  Township   Clerk  and  Road  Com 
missioner.      He    had    a  family    of    five    children. 
\   They  are:  Sylvia    M.;  Ann    E.,  who   is  now  Mrs. 
(ilinn;  (ieorge  S.;  Margaret   S.,  who  died  at  ten 
yeai-s  of  age;  Elinor  S.,  now  Mi-s.  Patterson;  Sarah 
E.,  who  is  Mi-s.  Howell.     The    two   latter   live  in 
Ingham  County,  this   State.     A    Demo(*rat   politi- 
cally, socially  Mr.  Torrey  was  a  Mason.     His  par- 
ents  were  William  and  Mehitable  (Baldwin)  Tor- 
rey, natives  of  Connecticut.     The  former  died  in 
Tioga  County,    N.    Y.,  leaving   seven   children — 
William,  vSamuel,  John,  Sarah,  Rhoda,   Betsey  and 
Hattie. 

The  Rounsville  family  are  of  Fi*encli  origin,  as 
may  be  conjectured  by  the  name,  and  in  the  his- 
tory (»f  that  country  they  take  a  high  stand  as  pa- 
tri<»ls  and  law  makeiv.  The  Torre}'  family  is  of 
Scotch  origin.  Our  subject  treasures  a  souvenir  of 
Ins  ancestors,  tlie  Rounsvilles,  that  is  in  the  form  of 
a  bookmark  of  an  arm  rocking  chair.  The  first 
representative  of  the  Kounsville  family  in  Amer- 
ica came  over  in  the  "Mayflower.''  He  of  whom 
we  write  is  one  of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are 
now  living.  They  are:  Frank  (i.,  Charles  H., 
George  W.  and  Fred  N.     Charles  H.  is  a  farmer  in 
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Delhi  Townsliip,  Ingham  County;  (leorge  W.  Ls  a 
wholesale  hutehei*  in  Ijinsing,  and  Fred  X.  is  also 
a  butcher  at  the  same  i)laee. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  revived  the  educa- 
ti<mal  advantages  offered  in  the  district  scrhools 
and  in  the  High  Schools  of  Ovid,  Clinton  County. 
After  finishing  his  coui*se  he  taught  for  three 
winters  in  Livingston  Count}*.  He  made  his  home 
under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was  twenty  yeai-s 
of  age,  l)eing  engaged  in  teaching  and  farming. 
His  home  place  is  within  the  present  limit*  of 
Fowlerville.  In  1878  he  purchased  eighty  acres, 
and  during  the  last  thirteen  years  has  given  his 
attention  as  alK)ve  stated,  lieingthe  middleman  l)e- 
tween  the  ))roducers  of  Michigan  and  the  large 
buyers  of  luml)er,  cereals,  wcm)I  and  produce  in 
the  metroi>olitan  markets. 

Mr.  Kounsville  is  a  man  of  marked  executive 
ability,  which  is  recognized  by  his  co-laborei*s.  He 
was  electi»d  to  represent  his  home  county  in  the 
Legislature  of  1887-88.  He  has  l)een  Sui>ervisor 
for  two  terms  and  also  School  Inspector.  For 
vears  he  has  l»een  connected  with  the  City  Council 
and  during  the  last  five  U»rms  has  figured  iis  the 
President  of  the  city.  He  has  also  lK»en  Clerk  of 
the  Council  si»vend  times,  and  during  his  legisla- 
tive term  he  st»cured  the  passiige  of  si»veral  measures 
that  have  U^en  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  this 
locality. 

Lite  being  n<»l  complete  without  :i  honic  and  the 
cloM*  tit*s  of  the  domestic  relation,  our  subject 
was  married.  Noyembcr  28.  1872.  to  Mrs.  Helen 
M.  Jones,  of  Fowleryille.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Nelson  A.  and  Ann  K.  (Torrey)  (ilenn,  natives  of 
New  York,  and  born  in  Seneca  and  Tioga  Coun- 
ties respectively.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and 
came  to  Michigan  in  18;U,  settling  in  Dexter, 
Washtenaw  County.  I  lis  father  was  Robert,  and 
lie  wjLs  one  of  the  lirst  settlers  in  I'nadilla  and 
the  first  to])uild  a  hou>e  in  Ka>t  I'nadilla.  he  him- 
self platting  the  yillage.  lie  was  the  proprietor 
Mild  owner  of  a  sawmill  an<l  gristmill,  and  one  of 
the  promoters  of  the  interests  of  the  county.  He 
died  in  Cnadilla.  IIi>  son.  Nelson  A.,  liyed  in 
this  townshii),  where  he  eniraired  in  farminii  a 
number  of  years  iK'fort'  his  death,  lie  was  a  Ma- 
son  and  an  Odd  Fellow;   his   decease  occurred  l)e- 


ceml»er  1,  1870.     He  was   the   father  of   two  chil- 
dren— Helen  M.,  Mi-s.  Rouu8ville,and  (reorge  11. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  an  adherent  of  ]>enn>- 
cnitic  principles  as  a  rule.  Socially  he  is  a  nieniU'r 
of  lK>th  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  of  the  Odd 
Fellows.  He  is  now  Master  for  the  fifth  time  of 
the  Blue  I^xige  and  is  also  a  raemlier  of  the 
Royal  Arc*anum.  Mr.  Rounsville  has  a  fine  home 
and  beautiful  surroundings.  His  wife  was  a  most 
estimable  and  charming  woman,  sec^onding  the  ef- 
fort**  of  her  huslmnd  most  admirably  in  all  pn> 
gressive  diret^tions.  They  had  a  family  of  four  chil- 
dren— Clyde  died  in  infancy;  Rose  K.  passed  away 
when  eight  yeai*s  of  age,  and  but  two  are  now  liv- 
ing— Claude  (i.  and  Anna.  Mrs.  Rounsville  died 
DecemlKT  I),  1888. 


|m|m|m|. 
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RS.  JKMIMA  ANN  SNYDER.  The  pio- 
neer women  of  Michigan  paiised  through 
wonderful  exjHM'iencc^s,  and  it  is  well 
worth  the  while  of  the  young  peojjle  of 
to-day  to  sit  at  their  feet  and  leurn  of  them  les- 
sons of  industry,  courage,  pei'sevenmee  and  i*eso- 
bite  determinatiim,  for  they  exeivised  all  these 
trait.s  in  their  early  occupancy  of  our  State,  and 
they  haye  come  out  of  the  conflict  worthy  to  Ijear 
the  cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honor. 

Mi>.  Snyder,  who  is  now  a   ladv  of   sixtv-si»yen 

•  •  • 

years,   had    her   birth   in    1824,  in  AVavue  County. 

•  '  •  • 

N.  v.,  and  there  she  was  married  at  the  aire  of 
nineteen.  Her  present  home  is  in  Conway  Town- 
ship, Livingston  County,  where  she  carries  on  a 
farm  of  some  eighty  acres.  Her  father,  Isaac 
Dickson,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  his 
wife,  Betsey  (Nichioy)  Dickson,  Inire  to  him  nine 
children,  five  daughtei*s  and  four  sons,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Snyder  is  the  third  child  and  second  dauirh- 
ter.  .lacol)  Nichioy,  the  maternal  grandfather, 
had  a  family  of  nine  children. 

The  maiden  name  of  Mrs.  Snyder  was  Jemima 
Dickson,  and  it  was  in  1843  that  she  was  united 
with  Mr.  lleiny  Snyder,  by  whom  she  l)ecanie  the 
mother  of  two  daughters  and  three  sons,  namely: 
Klizabeth,  deceased.  wIm)  married  Mr.  Martin   Ren- 
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jamiii;  Alice,  decreased;  Ira,  wlio  married  Sarah 
Leedle,  aud  has?  two  children;  .John  II.,  who  mar- 
ried Melvina  Wilt^Nie;  Owen,  who  married  Ida 
liarker,  and  has  one  cliild. 

I'pon  lier  well-cultivated  farm  Mrs.  Snyder  is 
carrying  on  a  general  farming  l)usiness,  and  she 
ha«  seen  this  c»ountry  grow  up  from  a  wilderness 
to  its  present  prosperous  and  po])ulous  condition. 
When  she  fii-st  came  here  there  was  no  land  cleared 
except  that  which  is  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Sabin. 
They  built  a  log  house  16x20  feet  in  dimensions, 
and  by  hard  toil  she  and  her  husband  gained  a 
comfortable  corai)etency.  Her  beautiful  home  wai* 
built  some  twenty -three  yeai*s  ago,  and  she  has 
three  good  barns  which  were  erected  j)revioiis  to 
that  time.  Henry  Snyder  was  a  hard  working 
man,  and  in  his  political  views  a  Democrat.  His 
sons  arc  stanch  Prohibitionists,  who  sympathize 
with  the  Farmei*s'  ^lutual  Benetit  Associatiim. 
Mr.  Snyder  departed  this  life  in  1884,  leaving  his 
widow  and  children  to  mourn  his  irreparable  Ickss. 


-■w^iCLJi: 


-.:i3® 
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y^<^]KO\iGhl  L.  ADAMS.     A  journalist  and  one 
:-  who  is  the  molder  of  public  opinion   to  a 

^ii^j  large  extent  has  it  in  his  power  to  wield  an 
immense  influence  for  good,  rnfortunately  at  the 
present  day  sensationalism  is  found  to  [)ay  better 
than  literary  merit,  conse(iuently  our  journals  are 
filled  with  itiMus  that  might  well  cause  parentis  to 
hestitate  to  place  the  journal  in  the  hands  of  their 
children.  I^uckily  this  sensational  style  is  more 
prevalent  in  the  very  large  cities  than  in  smaller 
towns  and  the  minds  and  morals  of  the  masses  are 
left  untainted.  He  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch  is  one  who  feels  the  iesj)onsibility  of 
his  i>osition  Jis  i)roprietor  of  the  Fowlerville 
Meview^  considering  that  his  work  is  as  much  an 
educational  one  as  that  of  the  j)reacher  or 
preacher. 

^Ir.  Adams  is  a  native  of  Oakland  County,  this 
State,  and  was  kept  at  home  on  the  farm  until 
he  reached  the  age  of  nine  veais  and  then 
went  to  New  Hudson   in   Oakland  County,  where 


he  remained  for  five  yeai-s,  thence  he  came  to 
Mount  Morris.  At  fourteen  years  of  age  our  sub- 
ject began  the  practical  Inisiness  of  life  for  himself 
He  was  in  a  drug  store  at  Mt.  Morris  for  one 
year  and  then  went  to  Evaiii,  Oceola  County, 
this  State,  there  engaging  in  carpenter's  work  and 
followed  that  line  until  1874.  At  that  same  place 
he  l>egan  to  leara  the  printer's  trade,  giving  up 
part  of  one  year  to  it.  AVhen  Willard  II.  Hess 
came  to  Fowlerville  he  with  our  subject  began  the 
j)ublication  of  the  Fowlerville  Review,  The  senior 
member  was  a  practical  printer  and  and  a  veteran 
in  newspaper  work.  They  conducted  their  busi- 
ness under  the  firm  name  of  Hess  k  Adams,  our 
subject  continuing  to  leani  the  trade  under  his 
partner.  He  sold  out  his  interest  in  the  stock  in 
1878. 

After  disposing  of  his  paper  the  original  of  our 
sketc^h  established  himself  in  the  grocery  business 
but  continued  in  that  only  eight  months,  afterward 
embarking  in  the  hardware  business  with  Mr. 
Kelso  in  Webberville.  He  remained  thus  connected 
until  January  I,.! 879,  when  he  sold  out  and  re- 
turned to  Fowlerville.  He  then  purchased  the 
paper  that  he  was  instrumental  in  establishing.  It 
had  l)ecome  defunct  and  the  work  of  revivifying 
it  was  equal  to  establishing  a  new  organ.  He  has, 
however,  l)een  very  successful  in  the  work  and  has 
cimtinued  the  publication  of  the  sheet  until  the 
present  time.  It  isindej)endent  in  politics.  Aside 
from  his  own  work  he  keeps  two  printei-s  con- 
stantly employed  in  the  ottice  besides  those  outside 
gathering  the  news. 

Mr.  Adams  established  the  domestic  relation 
October  I,  1874,  at  which  he  united  his  fate  with 
that  of  Miss  Carrie  Tanner  of  this  place.  Mrs. 
Adams  is  a  most  estimable  lady  of  marked  intel- 
lectual ability  and  having  great  refinement.  Mr. 
Adams  is  a  Miison  and  an  Odd  Fellow.  He  also 
beUmgs  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  Inited  Workmen, 
to  the  Good  Templai*s  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers  Alliance.  Outside  of  his  journalistic 
work  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  has  amassed 
a  very  comfortable  competency  in  the  manufacture 
of  the    Adams  Hand   Cylinder   Press,  in  which  he 

• 

has  a  one-half  interest,  being  the  patentee  of  the 
presses  that  are  manufactured  in  this  village.     Our 
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subject  has  strii<i:gled  lianl  for  tlie  poMtion  that  he 
has  <»nined  in  joiiniaHi»tic  work.  Years  of  patienee 
were  requii'ed  In^fore  he  eouhl  attain  the  footing 
desired,  and  his  mark  is  yet  ahove  him  as  is  that 
of  all  good  and  progressive  men  everywhere,  lie 
with  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Metho<list  Epis- 
copal riiurcii  and  has  held  every  otticial  position 
in  the  ])ody  to  which  he  ])elongs.  lie  is  now  Class- 
Leader,  Steward, Trustee  and  Treasurer,  lie  is  the 
chorister  in  the  church  and  is  Sunday-school 
Su|)erintendent  at  the  (iiiswold  schoolhouse  south 
of  the  village,  lie  is  a  man  who  does  not  spare 
himsi»lf,  if  by  throwing  himself  into  the  breach  he 
can  help  along  a  fellow-l)eing. 


^ 


^.OSKKLL  SHAW.  Although  himself  fol- 
lowing the  sereiu'  and  peaceful  calling  of 
an  agriculturist,  our  subject  is  a  mcml>er  of  a 
);  family  that  has  traveled  extensively.  <rain- 
ing  l)y  pei*sonal  experience  and  observation  knowl- 
edge of  countries  and  peojiles.  Our  subject's 
father  was  KlKMiezer  Shaw,  a  native  of  ]Mas»4achu- 
setts,  who  in  an  early  day  went  to  Canada,  lit* 
was  in  the  War  of  IH12  and  on  iroinj;  to  the  Ihit- 
isli  Dominion  was  there  married  t^)  a  Miss  Stcj)hens. 
That  union  was  blest  l)y  the  advent  of  two  >ons 
and  three  daughters,  whosi*  names  are  .lames.  Uct- 
sev.  lluldah.  Su^an  and  Koseell.  After  a  short 
residence  in  Cana<Ia  they  i)r(M'eeded  to  (irand 
Island  where  the  father  died,  the  |)lace  of  his  de- 
cease beini»  only  about  six  miles  from  Niauara 
Kails. 

Our.subjeel  was  born  .Inly  2n.  IS2.S.  in  Hranford. 
Canada,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  started  out 
in  life  for  himselC.  For  tlvt*  vcars  lie  worked  by 
the  month  on  the  Krir  Canal  and  then  eniraged  as 
an  employe  on  a  farm,  followinir  that    work    until 

I  •  I 

he  was  twenty-six  \ cars  of  aire,  at  which  time  he 
was  married  to  Kuby  Kent,  a  dauuhter  of  .loseplius 
Kent,  a  resident  of  New  York.  In  \H\:)  our  sub- 
ject came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Willianiston 
Township  on  a  farm  of  tifty  acres.  This  he  >old 
and  then  boui»:ht  eii^htv  acres  where  he  now  resides 
The  tract  whicli  our  subject  purchased  and  which 


is  mentioned  alK)ve,  was  virgin  soil  and  was  cleared 
and  broken  l>v  him,  he  putting  up  the  buildings  as 
time  and  fortune  permitted.  Wholly  without  re- 
sources, his  energy  and  industry  have  made  him  a 
success,  so  that  now  he  has  aecuuiu  la  ted  a  com- 
fortable property.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife 
were  born  five  children.  They  are,  James,  William, 
Ruby,  Ktta  and  Susan.  Mrs.  Ruby  Shaw  was  taken 
away  about  I8r>l),  and  he  married,  in  September, 
1H()1,  Miss  Fanny  llicock,  a  daughter  of  Zachariah 
Ilicock,  a  native  of  New  York, and  an  early  settler 
in  Ingham  County,  where  he  died  about  1871. 
This  wife  did  not  kmg  survive  and  Mr.  Shaw  was 
again  married,  his  choice  l>eing  Miss  Mary  I^mb,  a 
daughter  of  James  Lamb,  a  native  of  New  York, 
who  emigrated  in  an  early  day  to  Ohio,  settling  in 
Lorain  County  and  later  in  Wood  County,  finally 
locating  in  Ingham  County  near  the  city  of  Mason 
where  he  died:  the  mother  still  survives  aud  at 
seventy-eight  years  of  age  possesses  her  faculties  t4) 
a  remarkable  degree. 

.Mr.  Shaw  is  a  memlKM*  of  the  Fannei*s'  Alliance, 
lie  was<lrafted  in  the  late  war,  but  fec*ling  that  he 
was  needed  at  home,  he  hiit»d  asul)stitute.  A  Demo- 
crat in  his  political  principles,  he  is  and  always  has 
been  loyal  to  his  party.  He  is  a  menil)er  of  the 
Industrial  In  ion.  To  Mr.  Shaw  and  his  third  wife 
have  been  born  the  following  children:  Florence 
M..  Fred  K..  Iva  U.,  Frank  J.  and  l^rtha  H.  All 
are  still  at  honu'  with  the  exception  of  Frank  J., 
who  (lied  wlu'u  about  two  years  of  age. 


I  '    t  ^ 
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OKL  C.  (  IIOATF.     The     thought    that    we 
are  now  as  much  in  eternity  as  we  ever  shall 

« 

Ik'  is  one  that  must  be  strengthening  to 
those  whose  feet  are  nearing  the  brink  of 
the  river.  wIumc  fart'wells  will  be  sai<l  to  the  friends 
on  this  side  in  order  to  give  a  fond  greeting  to 
those  on  the  other.  There  is  but  one  life,  but  it 
changes  its  pha>e  and  form  to  suit  its  new  condi- 
tions an<l  when  one  has  reached  fourscoreand  four 
years,  ahiiost  can  one  feel  the  stirring  of  the  new 
impulse  and  life  under  the  old  form. 

One  of  the  i)ioneers   in    Michigan,  our  subject 
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came  in  with  tlie  jubilee  that  yfR»  felt  by  the  early 
settlers  when  Michigan  was  admitted  as  a  State. 
He  is  now  an  extensive  farmer  on  section  3, 
JIandy  Township,  Livingston  County,  having  lo- 
cated the  same  land  in  1836,  which  was  patented 
to  him  directlv  from  the  (iovcrnment.  Two  vears 
later  he  came  to  make  his  residence  here.  Jt  was 
heavy  timber  land  and  the  fiivt  shelter  that  their 
foresight  afforded  was  a  log  house  which  answered 
every  purpose  in  the  crudity  of  the  woods  and  the 
time  and  there  they  lived  for  about  fifteen  yeai-s, 
when  the  first  house  was  replaced  f)y  a  sulxstantial 
frame  dwelling  and  later,in  187H,he  built  his  present 
fine  home. 

Mr.  Choate  is  a  native  of  Vermont,  there  born 
Deceml)er  13,  1807.  His  parents  were  William  and 
Polly  (Conkey)  Choate,  natives  of  Connecticut. 
The  former  was  a  farmer  by  willing  but  by  trade 
was  a  b(X)tand  shoe  maker.  When  only  eight  years 
of  age  the  lad  Joel  was  motherless,  and  in  1837 
his  father  came  to  Michigan  and  not  a  great  while 
after  died  in  Jackson  County.  There  was  a  family 
of  twelve  children,  only  two  of  whom  are  no\^  liv- 
ing— our  subject  and  Stephen  P.  who  lives  at  Three 
Rivers,  this  State;  he  is  by  profession  a  j)hysician 
and  surgeon  now  retii*ed  from  active  business.  The 
grandfather  was  William  Choate,  a  native  of  Con- 
necticut. While  a  lad  our  sul)ject'attcnded  school 
in  Vermont  and  »ifter  going  to  New  York  he  made 
his  home  with  his  brothers,  working  on  the  farm 
and  attending  school  at  Middlebury,  (Tcne.see 
County,  N.  Y.  He  remained  with  them  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  then  set  out  for  him- 
self until  he  came  West  in  1H3G.  He  j)aid  ten  shil- 
lings an  acre  for  his  fii-st  real-estate  investment  in 
this  Stiite  and  for  a  time  made  his  home  with  his 
l)rother.  Hazel.  Afti'r  workinjj:  out  for  one  year 
he  came  to  his  farm  when  he  ])egan  the  work  of 
clearing  the  timl)er  and  from  that  time  to  this  has 
not  ceased  to  make  improvements  upon  the  place. 
In  a  business  way  he  is  a  self-innde  man.  havinj; 
acquired  his  present  handsome  property  by  his  own 
unaided  efforts.  He  luis  ])eeu  engaged  in  raising 
cattle,  sheep  and  hogs  and  in  breeding  line   horses. 

Mr.  Choate  has  ])een  awanied  various  township 
offices  and  lias    i»"really   helped  the  county  by  his 

•  •  ft  I  •■  %^ 

enterprise  and  [)rogressive  ideas.     He    has   never 


been  able  to  sum  up  courage  to  leave  the  bachelors 
in  order  to  l)ecome  a  Benedict,  and  although  he  has 
a  beautiful  home  it  is  presided  over  by  a  house- 
keeper, Mrs.  1).  Hall,  a  daughter  of  Asa  and  Soi)hia 
Mastic.  Mrs.  Hall  is  a  widow  and  the  mother  of 
two  children.  Mrs.  Hall's  mother  kept  house  for 
Mr.  Choate  for  thirty-six  years  after  her  husl>and*s 
death. 

Tlie  original  of  our  sketch  is  a  man  who  can  be 
depended  upon  to  contribute  liberally  of  his  time 
and  money  in  any  meiisure  or  enterprise  that  prom- 
ises to  be  for  the  advantage  and  benefit  of  the  lo- 
cality in  which  he  lives.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneers 
and  the  cmly  one  now  living  upon  land  taken  up 
at  that  time  in  this  township.  On  fii'st  coming 
here  the  nearest  market  was  at  Dexter,  a  distance 
of  thirty  miles  from  his  home  and  the  nearest  mill 
was  at  Pinckney,  sixteen  miles  away  and  over 
rough,  un worked  roads  and  through  heaviest  tim- 
ber. He  is  to-day  one  of  the  wealthy  and  represen- 
tative farmers  of  this  township. 


-*^^1@«@I^M 
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ICHARI)  T.  BRir;(;s.  The  subject  of  thifc 
sketch  is  well  known  for  his  honesty  and 
integrity  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the 

5;  business  community  and  the  respect  and 
liking  of  a  broad  and  infiuential  acquaintjince. 
He  is  a  re[)resentative  pioneer  of  Locke  Township 
Ingham  County,  and  a  native  of  Canada,  wheiv  he 
was  born  Ai)ril  11,  1832,  l)eing  a  son  of  SUmley 
and  Ann  Briggs,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Ireland.  In  the  fall  of  1840  he  came  with  his 
parents  to  Clinton  County,  this  Stat€,  and  in  1847 
he  aided  his  father  in  building  the  first  frame 
house  in  Tensing  and  lieli>ed  a  Mr.  Lovejoy  a 
butcher  to  kill  and  dress  the  first  beef  creature  that 
was  slaughtered  in  Lansing. 

Tlie  father  of  our  subject  W!is  one  of  the  j>io- 
neer  merchants  of  Lansing.  His  children  who  sur- 
vive are:  Chathering,  James,  Mary  (Mrs.  Hunt), 
Richard  T.,  and  ElizalK^th  (Mrs.  Whiteley).  It 
was  in  1818  when  the  family  removed  to  Insrham 
County  and  Richard  had  already  been  in  his  fa- 
ther's  employ  for  a   number  of  yeai*s  at  Lansing, 
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Ilis  JH'hool  Jidvantai^es  had  lM?en  exfecMlin^ly  limit- 
ed and  his  education  ims  l)een  almost  entirely  the 
result  of  his  extensive  eoui-se  of  reading  wliieh  has 
made  him  the  intellijj^ent  <rentleman  whieli  he  is 
today. 

I'lKjn  Fehruary  8.  \H,'}:\.  this  youn^  man  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Aurilla  Hunt  a  native  of 
Oakland  County,  and  daughter  of  Levi  and  Au- 
rora Hunt,  pioneers  of  that  eounty.  Her  father 
was  one  of  the  fii-st  navigators  l)et ween  Detroit  and 
Saginaw  and  sailed  with  Captain  Ward  on  the  I-iikes. 
Six  children  blessed  their  home  and  of  this  num- 
ber five  are  now  livini>,  namely:  Edwin,  Nora 
(Mrs.  Frank  Maxwell),  Dick,  Anna,  Minnie  (de- 
ceast»d),  and  Myrtle. 

In  18r)(>  Mr.  Briggs  settled  upon  the  farm  where 
he  now  lives,  and  at  that  time  there  had  not  Ikhmi 
a  tree  cut  ui)on  the  place.  He  erected  a  log  cabin 
1  IxK)  feet  in  dimensions,  and  it  wjis  a  numl>er  of 
years  l)efore  he  erected  the  attractive  home   which 

ft' 

now  stands  upon  the  farm.  He  farmed  with  ox- 
teams  in  those  early  days  and  there  were  no  roads 
through  this  i)art  of  the  county.  He  owns  ninety- 
six  acres  of  land  which  he  has  brought  from  the 
condition  of  a  wilderness  to  that  of  a  richly  culti- 
yate<l  farm.  He  is  identified  with  the  Farmei*s' 
Alliance  and  in  his  j)olitical  views  he  is  in  sym- 
pathy with  the  Democratii*  party.  The  reputation 
of  a  first-class  huntsman  and  good  shot  was  his  in 
the  early  days  and  even  now  he  di'liy^hts  in  i»oinir 
huntinu.  For  the  tlrst  three  years  of  his  residence 
here  he  furnished  with  his  rille  all  the  meat  which 
was  brouirht  to  the  family  larch'r. 


'-t 
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MOKV  DIUFFK.     There  i.s  n  saying  that  life 
at  twenty  is  a  tra<redy.  at    forty    a   comedy 

•  «^  ft  •  • 

and  at  sixty  a   roaring  farce,    which    means 
that  !is  the  years  pass  one  learns  that  the  few  years 

ft  I  ft 

>pent  here  are,  after  all,  but  an  incident  in  the 
iireat  ett*rnity  and  each  little  phase  of  the  career, 
imj)ortant  a>  it  may  M'cm  at  the  time,  loses  to  a 
y^reat  extent  its  siirnilicance  and  individuality  and 
become  a  part  simply  of  '"when   I   was  a  boy"   or 


**wlien  I  was  a  young  man.*'  He  of  whom  we 
write  has  already  pH,ssed  the  septugeiiariaii*i$  mile 
post,  having  In^en  lK>rn  March  27,  1H20,  in  Pal- 
myra Township,  WayiH*  County,  N.  Y.  He  is  now 
a  resident  on  section  1,  Handy  Township,  Li vingv 
ton  County,  having  come  to  Michigan  and  settleil 
in  his  present  hK»ati<m  in  1867.  Here  he  is  the 
proprietor  of  a  tine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres. 

Our  subject  is  a  sim  of  Stephen  and  Marj'  (Allen) 
Durfee,  natives  of  Rhode  Island  and  New  York 
respectively.  The  former  was  employed  as  a  farmer 
in  that  State  and  continued  in  the  calling  until  his 
decease.  He  was  a  Whig  in  his  political  preference 
and  belongs  to  that  quaint  religious  !)ody  c»om- 
monly  called  (Quakers,  more  pleasantly  Friends,  who 
have  given  some  of  the  noblest  charact^i's  to  the 
world — i)eople  whosi*  lives  ai*e  models  of  purify 
and  cleanliness.  Stephen  and  Mary  Durfee  were 
the  parents  of  twelve  children,  only  thn^e  of  whom 
are  now  living.  The  eldest,  Chloa,  is  Mrs.  I'nder- 
wood;  Anna  1).  is  Mrs.  Wicks;  then  comes  our 
subject. 

.Mr.  Durfee 's  grandsire  was  Gideon  Durfee,  a 
native  of  Rhode  Island,  who  later  moved  to  New 
York  where  he  passi'd  the  remainder  of  his  life. 
He  had  a  large  family,  comprising  twelve  children. 
He  was  a  Federalist  in  party  inclination  and  gave 
the  whole  of  his  warm  Irish  nature  to  any  cause 
that  he  opoused.  The  original  of  our  sketch  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm  and  remained  with  his 
parent.^  until  he  was  twenty-six  yeai-s  of  age  and 
then  came  to  Michis^an  and  settled  in  Wayne 
County  in  the  township  of  Lavonia  in  184<),  On 
coming  to  this  SUite  he  purchiised  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  and  was  engaged  in  cultivating  the 
same  for  twenty  year>.      Diiring  that  time  he  held 

•         ft  c^ 

various  otlice>  in   the    township,    especially    those 
concern inir  educational  nnitters. 

At  t'le  ex|>iration  of  the  time  above  mentumed 
Mr.  Durfee  traded  his  farm  in  Wavne  County  for 
his  present  farm  in  Handy  Township,  Livingsti^n 
County.  H(»  was  united  in  matrimony  in  1841  to 
Mi>>  Fliza  .1.  Carr,  who  died  leaving  him  one  son, 
whose  name  is  Kdgar.  now  of  Fentonville,  Mich. 
This  young  man  married  Klizabeth  liennett,  whois 
now  deceased;  she  left  a  family  of   four   children 
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— Elmer,  Everette,  Jesse  and  Elman.  By  the  sec- 
ond marriage  he  was  united  to  Allie  Johns<m  and 
is  the  parent  of  three  children  by  this  union — 
C'lai'ence,  Claude  and  Freddie. 

After  living  some  time  alone  our  subject  manned 
his  wife's  sister,  Cordelia  Carr.  She  was  a  native 
of  Palmyra  Townshij),  Wayne  County,  N.  Y.  Her 
parents  were  David  and  Rebec<ja  (Evans)  Carr, 
natives  of  New  Jersey.  Tlie  father  was  a  farmer 
and  came  to  Michigan  in  1844.  He  settled  in  Shia- 
wassee County  and  was  there  engaged  in  farming, 
remaining  until  his  decease.  They  had  a  family  of 
thirteen  children,  of  whom  six  only  are  now  living. 
They  are  James  E.,  Mi's.  Durfee,  David  A.,  Rebecca 
M.,  Caroline  A.,  who  is  Mrs.  Harder  and  Emily. 

Nine  children  grace  the  union  of  our  subject  and 
his  present  wife.  They  are  Eliza  J.,  Henry  H., 
Stephen,  C'larence,  Helen  A^  Alfred.  Eliza  married 
Mr.  Hughes  and  is  the  mother  of  one  child — Inis  C.; 
Henry  H.  married  Saville  Allen  and  is  the  parent 
of  three  children — Daisy,  Bessie  and  (Jral;  he  is  a 
successful  farmer  in  this  county.  Stephen  married 
Ettie  I).  Pitts;  their  union  has  Won  blest  ])y  the 
advent  of  three  children — Archie  A.,  Elroy  H.  and 
Ethel  H.,  the  last  named  being  twins.  Clarence  M. 
married  Canne  Atkins;  they  have  four  children — 
Mabel,  Erma,  Emory  and  Percival;  two  of  these 
children  are  by  a  former  marriage  of  Mi's.  Dur- 
fee with  George  Huck.  Helen  \'.  now  Mi*s.  Eugene 
Cheeney ;  she  also  is  the  mother  of  four  children — 
Pearl,  Blanche,  Vern  and  F^ester  II.,  who  is  de- 
ceased. Alfred,  William,' Edith  and  Annie  are  the 
remaining  meml)ers  of  the  family. 

He  of.  whom  we  write  has  sought  to  give  his 
children  every  advantage  in  an  educational  way 
possible  to  their  condition  and  lo(*ation.  They 
have  all  had  the  advantages  of  a  lilwral  education 
and  ai*e  intelligent,  and  refined  men  and  women 
who  take  a  prominent  position  in  society  wherever 
found.  Stephen  is  princi[)al  of  the  High  School 
at  Vernon,  Shiawassee  County,  this  State;  Alfred 
is  engaged  in  teaching  in  a  High  S<»hool  in  ('ol- 
orado;  Helen  has  been  a  teacher  as  have  also  Edith 
and  Annie.  They  are  all  graduates  from  the  High 
School. 

Mr.  Diu'fee  is  a  Repu])lican  in  his  political  senti- 
ment<«.     For  manv  veai"s  he  has  been  a  member  of 


the  Odd  Fellows  and  l)elongs  to  the  Farmers'  Alli- 
ance of  this  section.  He  is  a  man  wlio  ranks  among 
the  fii*st  of  the  agriculturist**  in  this  region.  Mr. 
Durfee 's  father  is  the  fii-st  man  that  ever  raised  a 
building  in  Palmyra,  N.  Y.  without  distributing 
whisky.  He  inaugurated  his  temperance  princi- 
ples by  giving  a  fine  sup|)er  instead  of  the  intoxi- 
cants. Our  subject's  great-grandfather  came  from 
Ireland  in  1736  and  settled  in  Rhode  Island. 


:4s: 
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s^AVID  MOODY.  The  British-American 
)/  citizens  of  Michigan  are  a  flue  class  of 
sturdy,  st^ilwart  men  of  pluck  and  princi- 
ple, who  have  made  their  mark  and  n  good 
one,  and  have  been  helpful  in  the  development  anci 
progress  of  the  Wolverine  State.  Among  them  we 
selclom  find  any  man  who  falls  below  the  average 
in  ability  or  enterprise,  and  among  those  who  are 
far  al)Ove  this  middle  line  we  find  the  gentleman 
whose  name  appears  at  the  liead  of  this  writing, 
and  whose  home  is  situated  upon  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  thirtv  acres  (m  sections  1  and  2  of 
Howell  Township. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  city  of  York,  Eng- 
land, February  8,  18 1(5,  his  honored  parentis  })eing 
James  and  Mary  (Carter)  Moody.  The  father  was 
lK)rn  in  the  citv  of  Durham  and  the  mother  was  a 
Yoikshire  lass.  In  his  younger  days  James  Moody 
was  engaged  in  traveling  in  various  parts  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland,  but  he  decided  to  emigrate  to 
the  New  World  and  in  \H2ii  came  to  America  and 
settling  in  the  township  of  Schuyler,  Oneida 
County.  N.  Y.,  he  engaged  in  farming.  There  he 
continued  until  death  called  him  hence,  leaving  a 
family  of  three  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is 
the  only  one  now  surviving.  The  father  of  James 
MrH)dy  was  a  Scotchman  wlio  emigrated  to  Eng- 
land and  made  that  his  home,  and  he  in  turn  was 
the  .son  of  a  David  Moody  from  whom  our  subject 
<yvt<  his  name. 

David  Moody,  the  younger,  ^vas  brought  up  like 
other  farmer  1k)Vs  with  plenty  of  hard  work  and 
outdoor  exercise,  and  after  studying  in  the  district 
schools  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  he  made  hish<mie 
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witli  hi«  father  until  that  parent's  death.  lie  then 
continued  to  carry  on  the  farm  until  18(58  when  he 
came  West,  and  purchasing  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land  where  lie  now  live^,  built  a  l^eautiful 
home  and  a  line  set  of  Imrns  and  settled  down  to 
do  general  farming.  IJefore  coming  here  he  had 
held  the  o!ti(re  of  Assessor  in  Oneida  County  for 
nine  years. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Moody  which  took  |)lacein 
1839  unitiHl  him  with  Miss  lietsey  (Jeer,  daughter 
of  Dyer  and  Svarah  (Briggs)  (leer.  To  this  honu* 
came  one  child,  James,  who  has  married  Ksther 
Bentley  and  has  one  daughter,  Mary  B.  They  make 
their  home  in  ColuK-tah  Township.  Mrs.  BetM'y 
Moody  |)assed  from  this  life  in  1852  and  the  sec- 
ond Mi's.  Moody  was  married  to  our  subject  in 
18()8.  Her  maiden  name  was  Amanda  F.  Hib^ton 
and  she  is  a  daughter  of  •lohnand  l^ui'a  (l^ntley) 
HusUm  of  Canton,  Wayne  County,  Mich. 

liothMr.  and  Mrs.  Moody  are  earnest  and  active 
members  of  the  Methodist  Kpiscopal  Church,  and 
he  has  l)een  a  Steward  of  the  church  an<l  is  now  a 
Trustee,  and  has  taught  in  the  Bible  class  for  s(mic 
twenty  years.  He  is  an  ardent  Prohibitionist  in  his 
political  views  and  an  earnest  worker  for  temper- 
ance in  every  line.  Sarah  A.,  the  (laughter  of  our 
subject,  received  her  education  in  Howell  Township 
and  has  taught  music  for  some  time.  Mr.  Moody 
is  c(msidered  one  of  the  most  prosperou>  farmers  of 
Howell  Town>hlj),  and  is  universally  rc>pccte(l  for 
his  sterling  (piafitiesaiid  true  neighborly  kiudnes>. 
The  father  of  oursu])ject  often  heard  the  {elebrntcd 
Pitts,  Fox  and  Sheridan  in  the  House  of  Coninioiis 
in  theirable  and  ehuiuent  oratory. 
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BKL  S.  Al'STlN.  M.  1).  The  i>rofc>sion 
which  rei)resents  the  InMieliccnl  healing 
„  -  art  has  many  noble  members  wlios(»  lives 
are  tilled  with  acts  of  goodness,  nnd  whose 
most  strenuous  effort  is  to  attain  that  skill  which 
is  necessarv  in  saving  life  and  restoring  health. 
Such  a  life  work  raises  a  man  above  the  sordid 
motives  which  actuate  nianv  of  mankind. and  izives 
to  life  a  meaniiiir.  which   more   inercenarv  calliiiirs 

»^  ft  • 


cannot  grant.  We  are  therefoi-e  always  gratified 
U)  be  able  to  introduce  to  our  readers  the  phys- 
icians who  have  won  for  themselves  a  high  place 
in  the  profession  in  Livingston  C-ounty. 

Dr.  Austin,  of  Fowlerville,  is  one  of  tlie  mcist 
l)rominent  physicians  and  surgeons  in  the  State, 
having  had  an  extensive  practice.  He  wa?*  Iwni 
in  Potsdam,  St.  I^wrence  Countv,  N.  Y.,  February 
2(>,  \h:\:k  His  father,  Oliver  Austin,  wai^  a  native 
of  Vermont  and  his  mother  Harriet  Sealev,  was 
lM)rn  in  London,  England.  Oliver  Austin  was  «ii 
extensive  farmer  in  his  t^arly  days  and  is  now  liv- 
ing  on  the  old  homestead,  having  retired  fixmi 
active  life.  He  is  a  son  of  Phinea^s  and  Di^^a  Aus- 
tin, who  were  \'ermonters  by  birth  and  moved  tu 
St.  I^wrence  Countv,  N.  Y.,  in  their  early  days. 
There  they  engaged  in  farming  and  late  in  life 
removed  to  l*otsdain  village,  where  they  si>ent 
their  later  years.  Four  of  their  five  children  aix* 
still  living,  namely:  Phinea.s,  Jr.;  Oliver.  Lucy, 
and  Melissa.  The  son  who  died  bore  the  name  of 
,I<Kseph. 

Harriet  Sealev,  who   l^ecame  the  mother  of  <mr 

« 

subject,  came  to  America  when  a  child  of  seven 
years,  and  j)assed  her  girlhood  in  the  Eastern 
States.  After  her  marriage  with  Oliver  Austin  she 
Ix^came  the  mother  of  a  numerous  household,  and 
ten  of  her  seventeen  children  are  now  living, 
namely:  Dr.  AIh'1  S.,  of  Fowlerville,  Dr.  George 
().,of  Morrice.  Shiawassee  Countv;  the  Rev.  Charli>s 
W..  pastor  of  the  Dansville  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church;  Km  ma,  Mrs.  Swift;  Hattie,  >Irs.  Collins; 
Helen,  the  wife  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  Bramlev,  who  was 
formcrlv  the  Presidinir  Elder  of  the  Black  River 
Conference  in  New  York;  Ahce.  Mrs.  (iarlick; 
Franccne,  Mrs.  Nelson:  Dr.  Edwin  11.,  of  (Taines, 
(Jenescc  Countv,  Mich.,  and  Edward  J.,  wiio  re- 
sides  on  the  old  homestead.  The  latter  two  are 
twins.  The  father  was  formcrlv  a  Whig  in  his 
political  views  but  later  joined  the  ranks  of  the 
Hej)ublicaii  party.  In  their  church  relations  this 
faniilv  are  earnest  and  active  membei*8  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Having  spent  his  younger  days  uj)on  the  home 
larin.  vounir  Au>tin  studied  at  the  Academv  at 
Potsdam  and  came  West  in  the  fall  of  l8;'iH  set- 
tling at    Waukesha w.  Wis.,  where  he  taught  st*hool 
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for  three  years,  putting  in  all  his  spare  time  in  the 
study  of  medicine.  His  tii-st  preceptor  wa^s  Dr.  V 
A.  Leustrom  of  Waukeshaw  and  he  attended  lee  t- 
ures  during  the  fall  of  1859  and  during  the  spring 
of  1860  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.  He  began  his  first 
practice  at  Argentine,  in  (ienesee  County,  Mich., 
and  took  his  second  course  of  lectures  in  1865  at 
the  Cleveland  medical  college.  After  receiving 
his  diploma  he  was  appointed  as  assistant  surgeon 
in  the  United  States  army  and  was  with  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland  until  near  the  close  of  the  war, 
at  which  time  he  was  taken  sick  and  resigned. 

Returning  to  Argentine  the  young  physician 
remained  there  until  his  health  was  finally  estalv 
lished  and  he  then  went  to  Byron,  Shiawassee 
County,  Mich.,  and  engaged  in  active  practice. 
While  there  he  built  up  a  large  practice  and  had 
an  extensive  ride.  In  1873  he  sold  out  his  l)usi- 
ness  in  Byron  and  coming  to  Fowlerville  estal)- 
lished  himself  here  in  his  profession.  He  has  farm- 
ing interests  in  this  county  and  owns  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  thirteen  acres,  three  miles  soutli- 
east  of  the  village.  He  Iia^*  also  interested  himself 
iu  fine  stock,  and  now  owns  the  celebrated  stallion 
^'  Nestor'*  who  has  a  record  of  2:26 J.  He  was 
foaled  June  9,  1880,  and  the  doctor  is  now  raising 
some  of  his  colts.  No  hoi-se  in  the  county  has  ever 
had  so  fine  a  record  as  *'  Nestor.'' 

Dr.  Austin  has  one  of  the  most  l)eautiful  homes 
in  Fowlerville  and  over  it  presides  with  gracious 
dignity  the  lady  who  became  his  wife  in  1861. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Emma  Cable  and  her  parents 
were  David  and  Sarah  (Caliioun)  Cable  of  Detroit, 
who  had  their  nativity  in  New  York.  When  they 
first  came  West  they  made  their  home  at  Red  ford, 
Wayne  County,  where  Mr.  Cal^le  was  the  first 
merchant  in  the  place.  His  last  days  were  spent 
in  that  village,  and  his  wife  died  at  Morenci.Mich. 
The  doctor  and  his  wife  have  two  children,  Arthur 
and  Eva.  Arthur  is  now  a  physician  and  read 
medicine  first  with  his  father  and  then  with  Dr.  T. 
A.  McCiraw  of  Detroit,  the  leading  surgetm  of  Mich- 
igan. The  young  man  received  his  diploma  at 
Detroit  in  the  medical  college.  During  his  studies 
in  the  college  at  Detroit,  he  assisted  in  St.  Mary's 
Hospital  for  one  year.  After  graduating  he  c<mi- 
menced  the  practice  of  medicine  with  his  father  in 


Fowlerville  where  he  remained  four  yeai*s,  then 
locating  in  Greenville,  Montcalm  County,  and 
after  (me  year  there  returned  to  Fowlerville  and 
formed  a  partnei-ship  with  his  father.  He  l)ek>ngs 
to  the  Michigan  Medical  Society  and  iHMUg  now  in 
partnership  with  his  father  is  building  up  a  fine 
reputation,  as  one  of  the  al)lest  young  physicians 
of  Michigan.  The  daughter,  Eva,  is  now  Mrs.  F. 
li.  Warren,  wife  of  the  Cashier  of  the  City  National 
liank  at  (Greenville,  Montoilm  County.  Her  hus- 
liand  is  the  s(m  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Warren  of  Howell, 
Mich.,  and  liis  lirother,  Fred  Warren,  is  a  promin- 
ent attorney  in  Detroit. 

Dr.  Abel  S.  Austin  is  now  the  president  of  the 
Howell  Board  of  Pension  Examiners  and  he  has 
held  several  offices  of  resfKinsibility  in  Fowlerville. 
His  political  views  have  brought  l\im  into  sym- 
pathy with  the  movements  of  the  Hej)ublican  party 
and  he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  order  and 
with  the  United  Workmen. 


X 


3 


U)WARD  HADSALL.  One  of  the  sturdy 
representatives  of  the  agricultural  com- 
munity, our  subject  was  lx>rn  in  the  town- 


ship of  Exeter,  Luzerne  County,  Pa.,  January  26, 
1813.  He  is  the  son  of  James  and  Elizal)eth 
(Smith)  Hadsall.  Our  subject's  grandsire,  Edward 
Hadsall,  was  born  in  C*onnecticut  and  was  reared  a 
farmer.  He  moved  to  Pennsylvania,  thence  to 
Zanesville,  Ohio,  and  from  there  to  Steul)enville, 
finally  dying  in  Wheeling,  W.  Va.  He  reared  a 
large  family,  all  of  wliom  who  grew  to  maturity, 
lived  to  reflect  credit  upon  the  name. 

Our  subject's  father,  who  was  a  farmer,  lived 
and  diec^  in  Pennsylvania.  He  was  the  parent  of 
twelve  children,  having  six  sons  and  six  daugh- 
ters. Four  of  the  sons  served  in  the  late  War  of 
the  Rebellion,  they  being  James,  (iordon,  Horatio 
and  he  of  whom  we  write.  The  first  enlisted  from 
Illinois,  Horatio  from  Pennsylvania  and  our  sub- 
ject from  Michigan.  Our  subject  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  common- 
school  education.     His  marriage   took   place  Aug- 
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ijst  2(5,  1H82,  at  wbieli  time  he  wa.s  united  \o  Mis** 
Jane  Dvinond,  who  was  \yorn  in  Pennsylvania 
Si»|)te.mlK»r  21,  1812.  She  is  a  daughter  of  .John 
and  Mary  (I^awson)  Dyniond,  farmers,  wlio  reared 
ten  children,  five  sons  and  five  daughtei-s,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  reach  years  of  maturity.  Mi's.  Had- 
salKs  family  is  of  (ierman  origin. 

After  our  subject's  marriage  he  bought  a  farm 
in  Pennsylvania.  In  1806  he  moved  to  Micliigan 
and  settled  on  forty  acres  on  section  12,  of  C'ohoct- 
ah  Township,  whei^e  he  presides  at  the  present  time. 
This  he  has  cleared  and  improved  and  although  it 
is  a  small  tract  he  has  cared  for  it  to  such  purpose 
and  fed  it  so  well  that  it  in  return  feeds  him  hand- 
somely, for  soil  is  like  human  nature,  it  will  give 
only  in  proportion  as  it  receives. 

Of  the  nine  children  Ixirn  to  our  subject  he 
reared  eight,  viz:  Milton,  Mary  E.,  Perry,  James. 
Nancy,  Evert  E.,  Decker  L.  and  Ellen.  Mary  is 
the  wife  of  W.  Ward;  Nancy  is  the  widow  of  Rich- 
ard Wriggelsworth  and  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  Samuel 
Sliver.  Among  the  older  residentsof  the  township 
our  subject  and  his  wife  receive  the  veneration 
and  respect  on  all  sides  due  their  years  as  well  as 
the  qualities  which  commend  them  to  all  with 
whom  they  are  associated. 

Our  subject's  war  record  dates  from  Septeinl>er 
;'),  1863,  at  which  time  he  enlisted  in  Company  II, 
Tenth  Michiiran  Cavalry.  He  served  two  ycnrs 
and  was  captured  September  10,  1H(M,  and  on 
beinu  sent  to  Libby  Prison  was  there  confined  until 
his  release,  February  28,  18()r>.  lie  then  received 
a  furlough  and  came  home  on  account  of  sickness 
contracted  in  i)rison.  He  reached  home  in  June, 
18()r),  and  received  an  honorable  discharge  in  the 
city  of  Detroit. 


-bo 


irnirR  D.  PHOSSER.  attomey-at-law 
and  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  Iiigbani 
County,   also   City    Attorney   for    Mason, 

•     •  •  • 

was  born  at  Clarkson,  Monroe  County.  N. 
v.,  February  28,  18();].  He  is  a  son  of  Cicero  J. 
and  Elenore  (Nixon)  Prosser,  natives  both  of  the 
Empire  State,  although  the  father  was  of  (ierinan- 


Yankee  extraction,  and  the  mother  of  New  York. 
There  have  l)een  meml)ei*s  on  l>oth  sides  of  the 
family  that  have  figured  conspicuously  in  Colonial 
history,  the  families  l)eing  old  ones,  and  holding 
loyalty  to  c*ountry  :ind  State  to  Ik»  j^arnmount  to 
everything  excepting  domestic  harmony.  Two 
great-uncles  of  our  subject  on  tlie  internal  side 
fought  in  tlu^  War  of  1812,  and  distinguished 
tlu^mselves  for  their  bravery  and  devotion.  Our 
subject's  gran<lmother  on  the  internal  side  w.as 
a  second  cou>in  to  the  Van  Wart  who  helj)ed  to 
capture  the  English  spy  Andre.  His  grand pai-ents 
on  the  paternal  side  were  from  Albany  County, 
although  formerly  natives  of  Connecticut. 

The  father  of  the  original  of  our  sketch,  whose 
<!ecease  <K»curred  alK>ut  three  years  ago,  was  a 
farmer  by  calling,  and  he  of  whom  we  write  was 
lK)rn  and  reared  u])on  a  farm.  The  foinidation  of 
our  subject's  education  was  nK?eived  in  the  com- 
mon scIhm>1s  of  the  district  in  which  he  lived. 
After  he  had  finished  his  coui'se  there  he  attended 
the  normal  school  at  Brockporf,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
graduated  in  1884,  and  the  following  yc^ar  was  en- 
gage<l  in  the  same  school  in  teaching  mathematii^. 
He  was  then  employed  as  Sui>erin  ten  dent  of  the 
gra<led  schools  at  Parma,  N.  Y.,  and  proved  that 
in  executive  work  he  had  exceptional  tact  and 
ability.  Progressive  in  all  his  ideas,  Mr.  P^o^ser 
kept  abreast  of  the  times  in  all  advancementii  and 
improyenients  in  educational  ideas.  While  en- 
gaged in  lenehinii:  he  bcijan  the  study  of  law  under 
A.  P.  Ihitts.  of  Hr(H*kport,  and  Geo.  Raines  in 
Rochester,  N.  V..  and  reading  most  diligently 
under  the  able  tutorship  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
men alM)ye  named,  he  was  able  to  apply  for  ad- 
mittance to  the  bar  of  New  York  in  1887,  and  was 
admitted  that  same  year.  He  soon  .after  removed 
to  St.  .lohiis.  Mich.,  where  he  was  also  admitted  to 
the  bar. 

On  June  11>,  18M1>,  his  marriage  with  Miss  Jes^^ic 
Hroughti^m.  was  solemnized  at  St.  Johns,  the  home 
of  the  bride's  parents.  Immediately  after  his  mar- 
riage he  removed  to  Mason,  and  in  1890  was 
elected  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  the  c<iunty.  He 
had  nn  excillent  practice  at  this  place,  but  the 
work  of  Prost'ciitin<^  Attorney  calls  for  a  very 
iriH'at  portion  of    his  time,   there    beinsf  alH>ut  fiye 
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hundred  eases  reported  during  the  year,  and  this 
leaves  him  but  a  modicum  of  time  to  devote  to 
the  general  working  up  of  his  profession. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  the  third  in  a  family  of 
five.  His  mother  is  still  living  in  Brockport,  N. 
Y.  Mrs.  Prosser,  our  subject's  wife,  was  l)oru  at 
Cold  water,  Mich.,  October  13,  1868.  She  is  an  ac- 
complished and  charming  woman,  and  will  no 
doubt  be  a  great  help  to  her  intellectual  and  ambi- 
tious young  husband  in  attaining  the  position  for 
which  he  has  set  his  aim. 


i|«  . .  y — ({• 
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>H.LL\M  W.  OS  BORN.  The  gentleman 
^fsJII  ^^^^^  biography  is  here  briefly  presented, 
)^l  is  a  very  jiopular  practitioner  of  the 
legal  profession,  and  with  his  partner,  Frank  M. 
Fogg,  handles  a  great  deal  of  real  estate.  Mr.  Os- 
lK>m  has  been  a  resident  of  the  city  of.  Lansing, 
Ingham  County,  for  nearly  twenty  years,  having 
come  here  in  1872.  He  was  boni  in  Genesee 
Countv,  N.  Y.,  in  the  to>vn  of  liatavia.  May  10. 
1827,  and  is  a  son  of  Richard  Osboni,  a  native  of 
l^nesl)oro,  Mass.  The  paternal  grandfather  was 
an  emigrant  from  the  north  em  part  of  England. 
This  latter-named  gentleman,  Nathan  ()sborn,camc 
Uy  America  and  settled  in  I^neslK)ro.  There  his 
son  Richard  i-emained  at  home  until  he  had  reached 
his  majority.  He  united  with  his  agricultural  bus- 
ine.s8  the  trade  of  a  stone-cutter  and  with  these 
two  occupations  made  a  very  good  living.  He 
served  with  the  War  of  1812  and  going  to  (Jene- 
see  Countv,  N.  Y..  wa^*  married  to  Miss  Lvdia 
Bristow  in  1814,  with  her  living  for  sixty  years. 

Our  subject's  parenUs  had  ten  children  who 
gi*ew  to  maturity.  The  father  was  the  owner 
of  a  stone  quarry  on  ^Hie  old  I^wiston  Road, 
one  and  a  quarter  miles  from  the  arsenal.  Rich- 
ard Osborn  came  to  Michigan  while  it  was  yet 
a  territory  (1835)  and  settled  in  Woodstot^k.  Lena- 
wee County,  and  there  resided  as  a  farmer  until 
his  death,  which  took  pluce  in  1884.  Durnig  lii.s 
residence  there  he  was  an  incumbent  of  several 
office?  positions.     The  mother  died   in     18()«.     She 


was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  p]pisc»oi)al  Church 
and  a  generous  supporter  of  the  same.  On  July 
22,  1877,  our  subject's  father  attended  a  picnic  on 
the  banks  of  Round  Lake  and  when  seated  at  the 
table  to  enjoy  the  collation,  five  generations  were 
present.  There  was  his  grand-daughter,  Mrs.  Mary 
Bailey  and  her  grand-daughter.  Miss  Ethel  M. 
Stewart,  and  at  a  family  reunion  just  before  that 
time  all  the  meml)ers  of  the  family  were  guests  of 
his  and  took  dinner  with  him.  There  were  sixty 
in  all  who  were  his  direct  descendants. 

Richard  Osborn  Ciune  to  Michigan  in  1835,  bring- 
ing with  him  six  sons  and  thi-ee  daughtei's.  In  the 
lives  of  these  children  and  their  families  there  was 
not  a  break  for  forty  years  and  five  of  the  sons 
are  living  to-day.  Of  these  Dr.  Milton  ()sl)orn  is  a 
prominent  physician  in  Calhoun  County.  He  ha.s 
recently  died  leaving  Richard  T.,  Joseph  B.,  Homer, 
William  W.,  and  Erasmus.  Eunice  C.  is  the 
wife  of  George  Higdon,  of  Leslie;  L^'dia  A.  is  the 
wife  of  Isaac  N.  Hathaway,  of  Addison;  Julia  A. 
is  Mrs.  C.  1).  Denio,  of  (i^rand  Riipids. 

Our  subject  received  his  education  for  the  most 
part  in  l^nawee  Coimty,  finishing  in  the  city  of 
Jackson,  where  he  was  a  graduate  of  the  academy. 
After  that  time  he  read  law  with  R  C'.  Baker  of 
Jackson  and  then  with  Messrs.  Sumner  c\r  Kimball 
of  Jackson,  was  admitted  to  practice  from  their 
oftice,  there  locating  and  later  [)racticing  in  I^na- 
wee  Countv  in  the  town  of  Huds<m  until  he  came 
to  I^ansinif. 


--^^^|@$;h 
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/>^-':.  E()R(;E  L.  hull.  The  highly  cultivated 
-,  agricultural  and  fruit-raising  region  of'*  the 
Jei*seys"  and  the  Enqnre  State  has  trained 
many  an  able  youth  who  has  there  grown  to  man- 
hood and  coming  West  has  transferred  his  knowl- 
edge and  al)ilitv  to  the  AVestern  States.  Michigan  has 
profited  largely  by  this  emigration  and  within  the 
bounds  of  Livingston  Coiinty  we  find  many  who 
came  from  that  Eastern  region  and  who  brought 
with  them  a  love  of  this  branch  of  business  which  has 
made  of  the  Wolverine  State  one  of  the  richest 
j^ardens  of  the  West. 


844 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


Our  subject,  rej?idiug  on  section  14,  Ilanihur^; 
Town>lii[),  carries  on  jjeneriil  fjirniin<f  and  fruit- 
raisin*?;  Jie  is  a  son  of  Sylvanus  L.  Hull,  a  farmer, 
horn  in  Morris  C'ountv,  \. »].,  in  171>(>  and  who  after 
receiving  a  common-school  education  and  growing 
to  manhood  went  to  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  and 
for  a  short  time  was  emoloved  tliere  and  then 
undertook  farming  in  that  U)cality.  I^ater  he  went 
to  Niagara  County  for  a  few  yeai*s  and  then  com- 
ing to  Micliigan  in  188:5  settled  in  Ypsilanti  and 
soon  after  l)ougJit,  in  Saline,  Washtenaw  County,  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixtv  acres,  onlv  twelve 
of  which  were  improved,  lie  completed  the  clear- 
ing of  the  land,  set  out  some  good  orchards  and 
l)uilt  a  ]>lain  house  in  which  he  resided  until  lH(>:i, 
He  then  sold  the  farm  and  removed  to  Ann  Arbor 
where  he  remained  until  his  death  in  IHC);"). 

l*hel>e  L.  Owen  became  the  wife  of  Svlvanus  L. 
Hull  in  1826.  She  was  born  in  Penfield,  .Monroe 
Countv,  N.  Y.,  in  1800  and  was  the  eldest  of  three 
children.  To  her  were  lH>rn  three  children,  two  of 
whom  are  now  living,  and  our  subject  was  the  eld- 
est, being  born  April  7,  1827.  The  mother  died 
in  1832  and  in  1838  Svlvanus  Hull  married  Marv 
Bartlett,  daughter  of  Moses  Uartlett.  She  was  born 
in  1800  m  New  York  and  was  the  eldest  of  eight 
children,  liefore  her  marriage  she  had  been  for  a 
number  of  vears  a  teacher  and  in  evcrv  wav  she 
strove  to  give  her  two  sons  an  excellent  education. 

llavinij  received  ji^ood  sch()olini»:  (Icorice  Hull  at 
twenty-one  was  |)repared  to  undertjike  work  for 
himself,  aufl  buvinii:  one  hundred  and  seven  ai'res 
in  Saline  Township,  Washtenaw  Comity,  he  worked 
on  his  farm  in  summer  and  tauuhl  during  the  win- 
ter. In  18().S  he  sold  this  property  and  bought  two 
hundred  acres  in  Snperioi-  Town>liip.  Washtenaw 
Countv,  and  after  a  few  years  i-enioved  to  Ann 
Arbor  where  he  eni^aii:ed  in  the  uroeerv  bu>int'ss 
for  M>me  four  vears.  Selling  out  there  he  eanu*  to 
Hamburg  Township  and  bought  two  hundred  and 
eitflitv-eii^ht    acres    on    section  7.   remaining:  tliert' 

V^  ft  «^  \^ 

from  1870  to  1888,  when  he  sold  this  |)l;iee  and 
came  to  his  present  home  at  IMeasMit  Lake,  where 
he  purchased  eighty-three  acres. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  took  place  Novem- 
ber 11.  1  8.")  1.  his  bride  beintr  Isal»ella.  daughter  of 
the    Rev.  Alexander  and  Mary  (Cameron)  McFnr- 


lane,  who  were  from  New  York  and  had  four  chil- 
dren, only  two  of  whom  are  now  living.  Isal^ella 
was  S4*cond  in  order  of  birth  and  wa.*<  born  in  Cum- 
berland County,  N.  J.,  August  20,  1827.  Her  eiiu- 
cation  was  thorough  and  lil^raland  she  completed 
her  course  in  the  seminary  for  young  ladies  at 
Schenectady,  N.  Y.  Her  father,  the  Rev.  Alexan- 
der McFarlane,  was  a  Presbyterian  minister  and 
Professor  of  Mathematics  in  Dickinsim  College. 
Carlisle,  Pa.  He  was  a  man  of  thorough  education. 
being  a  graduate  of  Union  College  and  of  the 
Theologicill  Department  of  Prinwton,  were  he  was 
graduated  in  18H).  He  and  his  wife  were  on  their 
wav  to  Indiana  at  the  time  of  his  death,  which  oc-- 
curred  in  1838  in  Clinton,  Washtenaw  County, 
llis  widow  and  his  brother  and  sister  l)Ought  alarjje 
farm  near  Bridge  water  in  that  countv  and  re- 
mained  there.  Mi's.  McFarlane  lived  upon  it  until 
1839,  when  the  daughter,  Isal)ella.  now  Mnj^.  Hull, 
returned  Kast  to  attend  school  at  Schenectady. 

The  Congregational  Chuivh  is  the  Christian 
bodv  with  which  Mr.  and  Mi*s.  Hull  are  connected, 
and  it  in  they  wield  a  genuine  intluenee  for  good 
and  are  active  and  devoted  workers.  Mr.  Hull  is  not 
onlv  Superintendent  of  the  Sundav-s<»hool  but  is 
also  Deacon  and  Trustee  in  the  church.  In  the 
ranks  of  the  Rei)ublican  j)arty  he  has  ever  Ix^en  a 
worker  and  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a 
number  of  vears,  havinir  been  in  addition    to  this 

ft  CT* 

School  Inspector  at  Saline. 

In  this  happy  family  there  are  seven  childnMi 
and  if  ever  parents  had  a  right  to  Ih^  ]»roud  of  their 
otTs|)ring  we  may  be  siu'c  that  these  j)arents  who 
have  so  cari^fullv  trained  and  reared  their  children 
mav  indulire  in  i»rateful  satisfaction.   Their  two  eld- 

ft  r^  t^ 

est.  Mar^  Kva  and  Flora  Iva  are  twins.  The  former 
is  the  wife  of  Kdwin  T.  Edmunds,  a  machinist, 
who  has  a  delightful  home  in  Ann  Arbor,  the  Athens 
of  the  West.  Flora  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Thomas  K. 
Taylor,  of  Denver,  Colo.,  a  graduate  of  the  Liter- 
ary and  Medical  l)ei)artment.s  of  the  l'nivei>ity  ef 
Michigan,  and  they  are  the  parentis  of  two  <langh- 
ters  and  one  S4m.  Lawrence  C., after  l)eing gradu- 
ated from  the  Michigan  Cniversitv,  in  1877,  Ix^iran 
teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  the  State  having 
taught  in  Battle  Creek,  Coldwater,  and  Orchard 
Lake,  and  for  live  yeai*s  was  Principal  of  the  High 
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School  at  Detroit.  He  is  Professor  of  Latin  and 
Greek  in  the  I^wrenceville  School,  Green  Founda- 
tion, Lawrenceville,  N.  J.  He  married  Miss  Eliza 
Darling,  of  LaPorte,  Ind.,  a  lady  of  thorough  culture 
and  graduate  of  the  Michigan  Univei-sity.  ('harles 
E.  married  Louisa  Bishop  and  lives  in  Hamburg, 
where  he  owns  a  nice  farm  on  the  banks  of  a  beau- 
tiful lake,  being  the  only  farmer  among  the  four 
lK>ys.  He  and  his  estimable  wife  alwa\'s  lake 
an  active  interest  in  all  that  is  for  the  betterment 
of  the  community  in  which  they  live.  Isabella 
H.  is  a  teacher  in  Detroit;  (ieorge  Malcolm  is  a 
physician  at  Ypsilanti,  and  Alexander  McFarlane 
Hull  resides  at  Denver.  Isabella  and  (reorge,  as 
well  as  Lawrence,  were  graduated  at  the  Michigan 
lTnivei'sity,'and  every  member  of  the  family  ha» 
received  excellent  educational  advantages.  In  1884 
Mr.  Hull  began  to  engage  in  the  raising  of  fruit, 
setting  out  at  first  some  seventeen  hundred  peach 
trees,  and  he  has  now  in  addition  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  plum  trees,  as  many  cherries  and 
some  fift}'  pear  trees.  This  admirable  family  have 
been  widely  intluential  in  shaping  the  social  and 
educational  progress  of  Hamburg  Township  and 
their  influence  is  far-reaching  and  helpful  in  every 
wav. 
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^^  A8ANDER  HART.  One  of  the  farmei-s, 
[|(  ->  whose  place,  by  virtue  of  its  well  tilled 
^^^^  acres,  its  neat  buildings  and  general  appear- 
ance of  prosperity,  proclaims  him  to  be  a  man  who 
is  not  satisfied  with  mere  existence,  but  to  have 
ambitions  reaching  out  for  a  higher  state  of  perfec- 
tion, is  he  whose  name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sketch. 
He  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  being  born  in 
Greene  Townshij),  Sussex  County,  December  20, 
1830.  He  is  a  son  of  George  and  Sarah  (Ililliard) 
Hart.  His  paternal  grandsire  was  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  where  he  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  for 
a  number  of  years.  His  wife  was  Polly  McCouan 
in  her  maiden  days,  and  a  capable  woman,  wlio  was 
noted  for  her  skill  a.s  a  housewife  and  caretaker. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  comprising 


four  boys  and  five  girls.  Our  subject's  father  was 
born  in  New  Jersey  and  was  also  reared  a  farmer. 
He  and  his  wife  were  meml)ers  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  lived  and  died  in  New  Jei'sey. 
They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children. 

The  sons  of  the  family,  of  which  our  subject  was 
one,  were  Stephen  and  Casander.  Six  girls 
grew  to  maturity.  The  eldest  sister,  Elizaljeth 
Hart,  came  to  Livingston  County,  Mich.;  Mary  A. 
resides  in  New  Jersey;  Rhoda  died  while  a  young 
lady;  Lydia  passed  away  in  childhood;  Clarissa  is 
now  Mi-s.  Poole  and  resides  in  (ienoa,  this  State; 
Matilda  married  a  Mr.  Smith  and  passed  away  from 
this  life  in  Iosco  County,  this  State;  Caroline  is 
Mi's.  Wooden,  of  Iosco  County.  Our  subject's 
mother  was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Rhoda 
Ililliard,  farmers  of  New  Jersey. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  reared  on  a  farm. 
He  received  a  common-school  education  and  was 
early  fitted  for  the  ordinary  emergencies  of  life. 
When  only  six  years  of  age  he  was  l)ereft  of  his 
father,  and  at  fourteen  years  of  age  lost  his  mother. 
For  a  time  thereafter  he  lived  with  A.  C.  Harris 
and  three  years  after  he  was  engaged  in  working 
out  by  the  month.  Thus  he  managed  to  get  along 
until  he  was  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  came 
to  Michigan  and  settled  in  the  township  of  Iosco, 
Livingston  County,  and  worked  his  sister's  farm. 
Wearied  of  a  life  of  single  bk^ssedness,  in  1855  he 
took  unto  himself  a  wife.  His  nuptials  were  sol- 
emnized January  1,  of  that  year,  his  bride  being, 
prior  to  her  marriage,  Miss  Elizabeth  Poole,  who 
was  a  native  of  Warren  County,  N.  J.,  and  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Gulick)  Poole,  who 
were  originally  farmers  in  New  Jersey. 

Soon  after  his  marriage  ^Ir.  Hart  purchased  forty 
acres  of  land  in  Marion  Township,  which  he  cleared 
and  improved.  In  1860  he  bettered  himself  by 
trading  this  land  for  ninety  acres  of  land  in  the 
township  of  Argentine,  (rcnesee  County.  The  fol- 
lowing year,  however,  he  again  traded  for  eighty 
acres  in  Marion  Township,  Livingston  County, 
adding  forty  acres  to  this,  which  in  time  he  cleared 
and  improved,  erecting  a  good  chuss  of  buildings 
thereon.  In  the  spring  of  1881  he  purchased  and 
located  on  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 36,  Cohoctah  Township,  and  here  he  ha.s   re- 
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sided  mMv  that  time.  Of  this  he  has  cleared  fifteen 
acres  and  has  so  carefully  husbanded  his  resourct^s 
tliat  at  tlie  present  time  lie  enjoys  an  jussnred  linan- 
cial  position.  When  twenty-one  years  of  a^e  our 
subject  started  out  with  ^600  and  sooi\  after  he  mar- 
ried, llis  resources  were  not  lar^e  with  which  to 
maintain  a  wife  l)esides  liimself,  but  he  had  an  abid- 
ing faitli  in  his  own  strength  of  purpose  and  in  hi^^ 
biceps.  Three  children  grew  uj)  about  tlieni,  all 
of  whom  are  now  men  and  women,  grown  and 
themselves  the  heads  of  families,  except  Delia  L. 
The  eldest  is  Irvin  W.;  Leonora,  now  the  wife  of 
(ieorge  Ilowe;  and  Delia  L. 

Mrs.  Hart's  parent*  were  natives  of  Morris  and 
Warren  Counties,  N.  J.,  res}>ectively.  They  were 
farmers  bv  calling  and  their  social  ties  werecloselv 
connected  with  their  church  relations,  they  Inking 
identified  with  the  Methodist  E|)iscopal  denomina- 
tion. William  Poole  was  the  son  of  Kzra  Poole, 
who  served  in  the  War  of  1812.  llis  wife  was 
Mahala  Brown,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  for 
3'ears  was  a  hotel-k(»eper  at  Schooley*s  Mountain. 
They  were  the  parents  of  six  sons  and  six  daugh- 
tei-s,  all  of  whom  became  the  heads  of  families,  with 
the  exce'ption  of  one.  They  are  of  Knglish  origin 
and  characterized  by  the  traits  which  make  the  peo- 
ple of  that  nationality  distinguished  Avhercver  they 
go.  Mr.  Poole  was  twice  married.  Mis  first  wife 
had  two  children,  Adam  F. and  Klizabeth.  Slicdicd 
in  18.'5().  The  second  wife  was  Klizjibeth  \'aii  Sickle, 
who  bore  him  three  sons  and  five  daughters,  all  of 
wlumi  <rrew  to  manhood  and  womanhood. 


?> 
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AMKS  TOBIAS.  llap[>y  is  the  man  who 
has  lived  a  long  life  that  has  been  chai'acter- 
ized  by  uprightness  of  purpose,  integrity  of 
principle  iv\(\  whose  high  mental  and  moral 
stiinding  is  grateful Iv  recoiJ^nized  bv  his  fellow- 
men.  Such  a  man  is  .James  Tobias  and  this  Ai.niM 
would  fail  of  its  purpose  of  recording  lives  that 
have  been  useful  and  worthv  of  note  were  it  to 
omit  mention  of  his  successful  career,  liii^ham 
Countv  i)roudlv  claims  him  a>  one  of  her  be>t  and 
most  enterprising  citizens,  and  he  is  the   fortunate 


owner  of  two  hundred  acres  on  section  26.  Lansing 
Township.  By  a  proper  rotation  of  crops  the  land 
has  lxM?n  brought  to  a  high  degree  of  cultivation, 
while  various  buildings  have  l>een  erected  &ucli  as 
l)est  sul)serve  the  purposes  of  agriculture. 

The  parents  of  Mr.  Tobias  were  Julius  and  Ijiura 
Tobias,  natives  of  the  State  of  (Jhio.  Their  son. 
James,  was  l)orn  in  Medina  County,  tliat  State, 
()ctol>er  25,  1832,  and  at  the  early  age  of 'three 
years  he  was  orphaned  by  the  death  of  his  mother. 
At  the  death  of  his  mother,  he  was  g^iven  to  Mrs. 
Simon  Van  Osdall  who  was  always  devoted  and 
kind  to  him.  He  attended  sc*hool,  acquiring  a 
common -school  education  and  during  the  interval 
of  studv  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  yeai*s  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  and  after  the  term  of  his 
apprenticeship  had  expired  he  followed  his  trade 
until  1860. 

On  I)eceml>er  (5,  1855,  Mr.  Tobias  and  Miss  Jane 
Buchanan  were  united  in  marriage;  the  bride  was 
a  daug  iter  of  John  Buchanan  of  Ashland  CounW. 
Ohio.  She  died  in  1872,  leaving  three  children. 
who  are  still  living:  John  J.  married  Mattie  Foster 
and  resides  in  Williamston,  Mich.  Rachel  Adella 
became  the  wife  of  Adelbert  Moore  and  also  makes* 
her  home  in  Williamston;  Ida  M.  is  single  and  is  a 
teacher  !)V  profession,  although  at  present  she  is  an 
art  -tudent.  After  remaining  a  w^idower  until 
1H8(>.  Mr.  Tobias  was  happily  wedded  on  June  2J< 
lo  his  present  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Pother 
.1.  Mead.  She  was  a  widow  of  Austin  Kirker.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  the  State  of  New  Y(»rk. 
This  estimable  lady  presides  with  dignity  over  the 
elei>:ant  home  of  her  husband  and  bv  her  ofniciou> 
wavs  wins  friends  of  all  who  meet  her. 

The  career  of  Mr.  Tobias  is  certain Iv  worthv  of 
emulation,  as  he  started  in  life  without  a  dollar  and 
ly  persistent  indu>trv  has  attained  to  a  com forl- 
abjc  competency,  llis  farm  being  only  one  and 
one-half  mile  from  the  city  limits  of  lousing  i^ 
veiy  valuable  property,  furnishing  at  the  same 
tiuu  all  the  advantages  of  city  life  and  the  ci>ni- 
foits  of  a  rural  abode.  In  political  mattei-s  he  ad- 
heres to  the  principles  of  the  Democrat  party  and 
ranks  high  in  the  councils  of  his  parly.  He  ha." 
held    the  otlices  of  Treasurer,  Highway  CoIn^li^- 
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sioner,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Sociall}'  lie 
belongs  to  the  Royal  An^anuin,  and  I^odge  No.  3.'i, 
F.  <fe  A.  M..  of  I^nsinji:,  and  CapiUil  Council,  No. 
50,  R.  A.  M. 

Since  the  alx>ve  i<ket<,*h  \va.s  written,  a  terrible 
accident  has  resulted  in  the  deatli  of  Mr.  Tol)ias. 
Returning  from  the  city  with  his  team  in  October, 
1891,  he  was  struck  by  an  express  train  on  the 
Michigan  Central  while  crossing  the  track.  His 
head  was  seriously  injured  and  one  foot  so  badly 
mangled  that  amputation  wa8  deemed  necessary. 
His  death  occurred  about  four  hours  after  the  acci- 
dent. 


-=^m>^^<% 


^^HARLES  E.  PLACEWAY.  It  is  a  truism 
[|[^,  that ''the  pen  is  mightier  than  the  sword,/ 
^^'  but  one  that  we  see  exemplified  not  only  in 
history  but  in  daily  life.  The  potency  of  pen  and 
ink,  with  bi-ains  to  back  these  agent*^,  is  so  power- 
ful a  factor  that  it  is  useless  to  oppose  any  ordinary 
tactics  to  them.  He  who  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  not  only  the  editor  and  proprietor  of  a 
bright  and  spicy  paper,  but  an  earnest  and  success- 
ful business  man,  and  one  who  is  very  popular  with 
all  with  whom  he  luis  associations.  Whenever  t\ 
measure  that  appeals  to  the  men  who  have  the  in  • 
terests  of  the  city  most  at  heart  is  brought  to  our 
subject's  attention,  his  trenchant  pen  and  clear, 
concise  style  are  the  surest  mediums  for  convert- 
ing popular  oi)inion. 

ITie  paper  of  which  Mr.  Placeway  is  the  editor 
is  known  as  the  Brighton  Weekly  A)yti.s^  and  very 
appropriately;  its  proprietor  and  editor  is  a  native 
of  this  State  and  naturally  liis  affection  and  interest 
are  here  centered.  He  was  born  in  Hamburg  Town- 
ship, Livingston  County,  ()ctol)er  18,  18G0,  and  is 
a  son  of  Joseph  ¥,,  Placeway,  a  native  of  New 
York,  who  came  to  Michigan  with  his  parents  in 
1834.  Our  subject's  grandfather  was  a  native  of 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  while  his  great- 
grandfather, William  PlaccAvay,  was  a  native  of 
Nova  Scotia,  and  engaged  in  trade  in  Boston,  Mass. 
His  great-great-grandfather,  William  Placeway,  was 
also  a  native  of  Nova  Scotia,  where  he  was  a  tailor 


by  trade,  and  his  ancestors,  prior  to  this  came  from 
England.  Some  of  our  subject's  ancestoi*s  were 
soldiers  in  the  Revolutionarv  War,  and  the  Place, 
ways  were  noted  patriots  in  the  early  days  of 
the  Republic.  His  grandfather,  Joseph  Placeway, 
emigrated  to  this  State  and  settled  in  (ienoa 
Township,  Livingston  County,  about  the  year 
of  1884,  and  at  that  time  entered  a  tract  of 
land  which  he  cleared  and  improved.  He  subse- 
quently removed  to  Brighton  where  he  died  in 
18r)9.  He  was  the  father  of  five  children,  three 
sons  and  two  daughters,  all  living  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  son. 

Joseph  Placeway,  the  father  of  the  original  of 
our  sketch,  was  reared  to  manhood  in  this  localitv 
He  is  now  engaged  in  agricultural  business  in 
Brighton.  He  married  Emily  J.  Smith,  who  was 
born  in  (ireen  Oak  Township,  this  county.  She  is  a 
devoted  Christian  and  for  many  vears  has  l)een 
connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Joseph  Placeway  and  two  of  his  brotliers  served  in 
the  late  War  of  the  Rebellion,  the  former  being  a 
member  of  the  Third  Michigan  Cavalry  and  served 
over  three  vears. 

( )ur  subject  is  the  eldestof  three  children  and  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm.  A  progressive  youth,  he 
early  graduated  at  the  Brighton  school  in  1874.  He 
afterward  attended  the  university  at  Ann  Arbor, 
and  after  finishing  his  course  at  that  noted  institu- 
tion of  learning,  he  entered  the  olliceof  the  Brigh- 
ton Citizen^  then  published  by  George  Axtell,  as  an 
ai)prentice.  He  remained  in  that  ottice  for  about 
two  vears  and  then  entered  the  otlice  of  the  Ann 
Arbor  (^ourier  with  which  he  was  connected  for 
one  vear,  and  in  1878  he  branched  out  for  himself 
and  established  the  South  Lyon  Herald,  the  fii-st 
pa|)er  ever  published  in  that  town.  In  a  short 
time,  however,  he  sold  out  and  established  the 
l^inckney  Gazette,  oi  Pi nckney,  Livingston  County, 
thi>  State.  Six  months  later  he  removed  his  office 
to  Brighton,  and  adding  new  presses  to  his  stock, 
he  started  the  Brighton  Weekfy  Affjatt  in  1880. 
His  first  attempt  here  was  a  modest  sheet  in  five 
column  folio  form.  This  he  has  since  enlarged 
until  it  is  a  five-column  quarto.  The  paper  has 
always  been  ccmducted  on  independent  principles 
as   far   as   politics  are   concerned.     Since  coming 
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here  Mr.  Place wav  hat*  added  new  inateriat  U>  his 
office  until  it  is  now  an  exceedingly  well  equii)i)ed 
country  office,  and  is  an  progressive  and  bright  as 
one  ever  finds. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  it  is  our  i)leasure  and 
privilege  to  here  give  a  short  biographical  sketch, 
was  married  ()ctol>er  li>.  1881,  to  Miss  Alta  K.  Case, 
a  native  of  Brighton  and  a  daughter  of  IraW  Case, 
one  of  the  oldest  merchant^!;  in  the  county.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Place  way  are  the  paientsof  two  children, 
William  C.  and  Edna  S.,  who  are  bright  and  in- 
teresting children.  He  of  whom  we  writt*  is  a  Re- 
))ublican  in  his  political  predilection,  and  hjis  held 
various  offices  in  the  gift  of  the  town.  He  luvs 
l)een  Village  Clerk  for  three  yeai^s  and  Township 
Clerk  for  four  yeai-s,  also  School  Inspector  for  four 
years.  He  is  now  an  incumbent  of  the  office  of 
Town  Clerk.  The  citizens  in  electing  him  delegate 
to  county  and  Stati?  conventions,  have  felt  that 
they  were  sending  one  of  their  best  representatives. 
.Scicially  our  subject  Ijclongs  to  the  Knight**  of 
Macabees,  and  is  also  a  Son  of  Veterans.  He  is  by 
profession  an  auctioneer  and  act*?  in  this  capacity 
whenever  culled  upon,  having  been  thus  employed 
for  ten  years.  He  is  also  largely  intercst<»d  in  the 
real-estate  business,  lie  himself  owns  eighty  acres 
of  yfood  land  in  this  county  and  eisiflitv  acres  in 
Leroy  Township.  Ingham  County.  He  is  a  good 
sjilesnian  and  is  largely  emi)loye(l  as  an  airent  by 
variou.s  property  owners. 


-^  ^ 


K  KLHKHT  A.  HKYNOLDS.  Among  the 
;  pushing,  energetic,  successful  business  men 
of  Lyons,  Ionia  County,  is  the  subject  of 
this  ]>iographical  notice.  Mr.  Reynolds 
came  to  Lyons  with  his  family  in  \HH\  on  account 
of  its  excellent  railroad  facilities,  he  being  at  that 
time  engaged  as  a  traveling. salesman  in  Michigan. 
In  the  summer  of  lH82,the  (irand  River  /JV/zo,  j)ub- 
lished  at  Lyons,  >uspendod  publication,  and  in 
Sept  'uiber,  of  the  same  year,  the  Muir  Vidctfc  met 
a  like  fate.  Mr.  Reynolds,  in  (•omi>anv  with  \V. 
I).  Pennington,  »lr..  bought  the  two  i)lants,  put    in 


a  quantity  of  new  material  and  the  necessary 
energy,  launching  the  Lyons  Herald  in  (k?to- 
ber,  of  the  same  year.  From  that  lime  the  business 
hns  continued  to  grow  until  at  this  writing  Mr. 
Reynolds  is  sole  owner  of  one  of  the  best  news^pa- 
))ei-s  and  job  printing  offices  in  Central  Michigan, 
from  which  is  issued  the  Patrons'  Guide,  The  cur- 
rent issue  of  this  paper  is  a  little  over  ninety-thret- 
thousand  copies,  while  it  carries  a  pay-roll  of  over 
twenty  men  and  women. 

Personally,  Mr.  Reynolds  is  conservative,  pru- 
dent and  sagacious;  editorially  he  is  fearless,  nun- 
partisan,  and  the  terror  of  tricksters,  political  or 
s(x'ial  rings.  Born  in  lsal>ella  County  in  1854,  he 
modestly  claims  the  distinction  of  l)eing  the  first 
child  l)orn  of  white  parent<>  in  that  then  Indian 
reservation,  and  his  education  was  such  as  cimld 
lie  obt4iined  among  the  Aljorigines.  Young  Rey- 
nolds sjK^nt  his  time  in  driving  the  cows  to  pasture 
and  watching  the  hopjier  in  his  father's  gristmill: 
naturally  inclined  to  literary  pui-suits  he  also  de- 
voted considerable  attention  to  the  studv  of  his- 
tory,  rKK>ks  of  travel  and  current  newspaper 
literature,  l^pon  the  death  of  his  father  in  1870. 
he  went  to  Maple  liapids,  where  he  finished  hi? 
trade  as  a  miller,  but  was  soon  taken  with  a  pro- 
tracted illness  that  kept  his  lungs  in  a  very  delicate 
condition  and  almost  undermnied  his  entire  con- 
stitution. 

Turning  his  attention  to  the  classics  Mr.  Key- 
nolds  soon  litted  himself  for  t4?aching,  which  voca- 
tion he  followed  for  eight  wint-ers,  devoting  hi?? 
time  during  the  summer  months  to  the  sulwiuinsr 
of  a  small  farm  in  Clinton  County,  and  incidentallv 
becoming  strong  and  healthy.  Durins:  the  year> 
spent  on  the  farm  he  gave  to  the  literary  world 
some  very  choice  j)roductions,  which  have  won  fur 
him  a  reputation  as  a  writer,  in  which  his  friend" 
lake  a  very  commendable  pride.  The  last  eight 
veais  of  his  life  have  found  his  leisure  hours   em- 

• 

ployed  in  si'curing  the  data  for  what    will  l>e   the 
crown  in  ii:  effort  of  his  literary  career. 

Mr.  Reynolds  is  the  only  s<m  of  John  and  Catli- 
erine  Reynolds,  of  old  Puritan  stock:  the  forrntT 
(lied  in  IH70, and  the  wife  survived  Init  two  years. 
The  other  members  of  the  family  are:  Mrs.  Delia 
Davis,  Mrs.  Harriet  Mullins  and  Mrs,  Katie  Helm. 
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Mr.  Reynolds  was  united  in  marriage  in  1874  witli 
MisSiSeruah  Vincent,  and  two  sons — K^jhert  A.  an<l 
Loyal  W.,  have  come  to  bless  the  union. 

Since  the  above  sketch  was  writt<?n  Mr.  Revnold> 
has  removed  his  printing  business  to  the  State 
Capital,  I^nsing,  where  in  addition  to  his  other 
business  he  has  launched  the  MHn'tjan  ISUtiesman  in 
the  interest  of  the  new  political  party  known  as 
the  Peoples*  party.  His  residence,  office  building 
and  other  property  interest^  he  still  retains  in 
Lyons. 
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j^xOAH  F.  TRIPP.  A  representative  of  one 
of  the  old  and    highly    respected    families 

\Jimi^.  who  for  yeai"s  figured  conspicuously  in  the 
history  of  one  of  the  Eastern  States,  is  he  whose 
name  is  at  the  head  of  this  sket<?h.  He  was  born 
January  31,  1837,  in  the  town  of  Pike,  Wyoming 
County,  N.  Y.  He  is  the  son  of  Stc»i)hen  and  Sarah 
(Woodard)  Tripp.  His  paternal  grandsire  was 
(iideon  Tripp  who  was  the  son  of  Gideon  Tripp, 
a  native  of  Rhode  Island  and  there  was  married  to 
Ama  Shipcy,  after  which  they  removed  to  Nassau, 
Rensselaer  C'ounty,  N.  Y.  There  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  milling  and  wjis  prosperous  in  busi- 
ness, as  indeed  it  was  expedient  that  he  should  be 
as  he  had  a  large  family  to  care  for.  He  held  the 
|K)siti(m  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  many  years. 
Our  subject's  grandfather  wjis  born  in  Rensselaer 
County  and  was  reared  to  the  calling  of  a  farmer; 
lie  also  ran  a  sawmill.  He  was  married  to  Sarah 
Mead,  who  bore  him  the  following  children:  Kzra, 
Stephen,  Gideon,  George,  Malachi,  Phebeand  Elizn- 
beth.  In  those  early  days  society  hinged  very  much, 
as  indeed  it  does  still  to  a  large  degree,  on  churc  h 
relations,  and  the  Tripp  family  belonged  to  the 
Baptist  pei*suasion. 

The  decease  of  our  subject's  grandfather  (Xvur- 
red  in  New  York,  and  his  widow  married  Si  Ins  Mc- 
Withey.  They  both  died  in  Lapeer,  this  State. 
The  immediate  ])rogenitor  of  him  of  whom  wc 
write  was  born  August  28,  17i)H  in  Rensselaer 
County,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  farmer  by  calling  and 
removed  to  Wyoming   County  where  he  lived  for 


a  year.  In  June  1837,  he  came  to  Michigan  and 
settled  in  Laj)eer  County,  where  he  entered  eighty 
acres  of  land  which  he  practically  improved.  He 
■  later  traded  it  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
which  he  improved  and  gave  to  his  sons.  There 
were  five  children — Julia  A.,  Harris  N.,  Harriet  M., 
Louisa  and  Noah  F.  He  came  to  Deer  Creek, 
Livingston  County,  with  our  subject,  where  he 
died  October  1,  1882.  His  wife  died  January  7, 
1885,  while  in  her  ninetieth  year.  They  were 
Baptists  in  their  church  relations  and  our  subject's 
father  was  a  Democrat  of  the  old  stamp. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  native  of  Ren- 
sselaer County,  N.  Y.,  a  daughter  of  Abijah  Wood- 
ard, also  a  native  of  New  York  and  who  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  being  present  at  the  surrender 
of  Corn wal lis  at  Yorktown.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by 
trade  but  i)roved  conclusively  that  a  shoemaker 
need  not  alwavs  stick  to  his  last,  for  he  made  a 
brave  and  valiant  soldier.  He  of  whom  we  write 
was  raised  on  the  farm.  He  received  a  district 
school  education  after  coming  to  Michigan.  He 
lived  with  his  father  until  that  parent  was  to 
aired  to  attend  to  business  and  then  Noah  F. 
Trii)p  took  charge  of  the  parents  and  assisted 
in  the  cleariiiir  <>f  the  homestead.  In  the  fall  of 
18()4  he  came  to  Deer  Creek  and  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  on  section  9,  to  which  he 
afterward  added  forty  acres  on  section  5. 

In  18H2  Mr.  Tripp  located  where  he  now  resides 
on  section  5.  His  farm  comprises*  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  well  developed  and  improved 
land.  It  boasts  of  good  buildings  and  a  comfor- 
table residence.  Politically  Mr.  Tripp  is  a  Democrat. 
He  is  deservedly  popular  in  the  locality  in  which 
he  lives  and  is  now  serving  his  third  term  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace.     Social Iv  he  is  a  Mason. 

Our  subject's  marriage  took  place  October  10, 
18fi4.  at  which  time  he  was  united  to  Miss  Lemira 
Caruss,  who  Avas  born  in  the  township  of  Com- 
merce. Oakland  County,  this  State,  Sept<>mber  9, 
1843.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Maria 
((ireen)  Caruss,  a  farmer  and  blacksmith.  Henry 
Caruss  wa^  born  in  Bloomfield  Township,  Ontario 
Coiintv.  N.  Y..  Mav  1.'),  1803;  he  was  first  married 
to  Miss  Temperance  Hishoj),  they  w(»re  the  parents 
of  five  children.     She    died   September   24,    1839. 
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He  was  a  second  time  married  to  Miss  Sal  He  Oreen, 
mother  of  Mrs.  Tripp  who  is  one  of  two  chil- 
dren l)oru  to  her  paivnts,  the  other  child  lK?in<^  a 
brother,  by  name  Oscar  H.  She  died  I)eceml»er  l.S, 
1H64.  Mr.  Caruss  was  again  married  to  Mi*s. 
Palmer  who  still  survives  him,  he  havin":  died 
.lanuarv  14,  1H78,  at  the  age  of  75.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Tripp  are  the  parents  of  four  children  whose 
names  are  as  follows:  Hattie  E.,  who  was  born 
February  15,  IHGG,  Minnie  M.,  March  23,  18()7, 
and  Nettie  B.,  NovemlK»r  24,  1870.  She  is  the 
wife  of  Allen  Struble,  and  Myrtie  A.,  born  Jan- 
uary 8,  1873.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  highly 
re^pi»cted  in  the  community  in  which  they  reside. 
They  appreciate  the  advantages  that  education 
irive5  to  the  men  of  to-dav  and  have  made  every 
exertion  that  their  children  might  l>e  cultured, 
educated  and  refined. 
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0~  KAN(;K  KELLOia;  VAN  AMIUH(i.  In 
biblical  days,  as  the  gray  hairs  appt^ared  on 
__  the  reverend  head  and  in  the  flowing  l)eard 
and  the  shoulders  were  bent  with  the  weight  of 
years,  the  men  took  their  place  anionii  the  eldei*s 
at  the  "rate  and  there  they  received  the  deference 
and  honor  from  gieat  and  ^^lall.  rich  an<l  poor, 
due  their  wisdom  and  exj)erieiiee.  Were  the  cu^to!n 
prevalent  today  in  America,  he  of  wlioni  we  write 
would  have  one  of  the  most  honored  places,  for  he 
is  almost  ninety  yeai*s  of  aije.  well  knoAvn  and  lion- 
ored  of  all  who  are  ass(K*iated  with  him  and  having 
a  place  i!i  the  atTecti<ms  of  the  [)eople  because  of 
hi>  gentle,  courteous,  yet  manly  Ijcaring,  })ure  prin- 
ci|)lesand  simplicity  ()f  pur|>o^e. 

Mr.  \^an  Amburg  has  lived  at  his  i>re>ent  farm, 
which  is  located  on  section  22,  Brighton  Town>hip 
for  the  past  thirty-tlve  years,  and  has  been  a  res- 
ident of  ^Michigan  for  sixty-six  years.  He  is  a  nat- 
ive  of  the  town  of  Milton,  Saratoga  County.  N.  V.. 
and  was  born  December  HJ.  IHO.S.  He  wa>  reared 
on  a  farin  and  his  educational  advantages  were 
decidedly  l)oor  being  limited  toa  few  months  school- 
ing, as  he  could  be  spared  in    the   winter.     He  is 


truly  a  self  made  man,  having  had  but  few  opiM>r- 
tunities  during  early  life  to  advance  in  an  intellec- 
tual way.  When  a  boy  he  studied  Aclams*  Arith 
metic  many  a  time  far  into  the  night,  by  the  light 
of  the  old  fashioned  fireplace,  and  became  quit** 
well  vei'sed  in  mathematics,  having  mastered  the 
elementary  l)ranches. 

By  his  industrious  habits  and  earnest  efforts  our 
subjiH't  obtained  sufficient  learning  to  enable  bim 
to  l)ccome  a  teacher.  His  |)ai*ents  wei*e  poor  and 
he  was  forced,  at  an  early  age  to  rely  upon  himself 
for  support.  He  l)egan  working  out  by  the  month 
when  twelve  years  old.  and  was  thus  engaged  for 
eight  months,  receiving  ^4  i)er  month  for  his  ser- 
vices. The  next  year  he  was  advanced  to  a  salarv 
of  ^5  per  month,  and  at  the  end  of  four  .<»ea.sons'. 
the  highest  wages  he  was  paid  wai^  ^6  a  month. 
However  it  did  not  take  s<»  much  to  live  then  a.'^ 
now,  and  doubtless  the  young  man  made  ^6  a  month 
go  as  far  Jis  many  young  men  of  today  do  ten  tinie:< 
that  amount. 

In  1H19,  Mr.  Van  Amburg  accompanied  his  father 
and  family  to  #leflfei"son  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
was  employed  for  three  years  by  a  syndicate  of 
French  gentlemen  who  owned  a  largt^  tract  of  land 
Chief  among  these  was  Mr.  .lames  Ijee  Kav. 
to  whom  our  subject  looked  for  instructions,  and 
when  sent  on  errands,  or  told  to  do  anything,  he 
was  expected  to  drop  everything  and  go  without  a 
moment's  delay.  Thus  he  early  learned  uncpiestiou- 
ing  oU'dience.  I'pon  one  oceasicm  he  w:is  called 
upon  to  deliver  a  letter  at  a  distance  of  ten  mile?, 
and  this  before  breakfast.  He  made  frequent  trip 
to  .Joseph  lk>naparte,  a  brother  of  the  illustrioii> 
Napoleon  Bonaparte  who  had  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica, and  located  in  the  wilds  of  western  New  York 
on  a  large  plant^ition,  twenty-five  miles  distant 
from  where  our  subject  wa."^  employed.  I'pon  one 
occasion,  young  Van  Amburg  was  directed  to 
make  a  journey  to  the  hermitage  of  Joseph  lk>na- 
parte,  with  horse  and  wagon.  He  started  at  eleven 
o'clock  in  the  morning  without  his  dinner,  and 
and  when  within  alxmt  five  miles  of  his  destination 
darkness  came  U}»(m  him  and  he  was  unable  to  find 
his  way  throuijh  the  forest.  There  was  a  drizzlinir 
rain  and  the  night  was  intensely  dark.  All  he 
could  do  was  to  camp  out  in  the  forest  as  l>est  he 
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could,  80,  tvin^  his  horse  to  a  spruce  tree  they  shel- 
tered themselves  as  well  as  miijht  V»e  until  the 
morninjj:.  The  forests  in  those  days  abounded  with 
wild  beasts  but  fortunately  he  was  not  molested. 
The  next  morn in<i^,  soon  after  day liti:ht,  he  delivercMl 
his  message  to  Bonaparte. 

The  vigorous  work  of  chopping  wood  was  re- 
served for  the  winter  season,  and  his  ax  rang  out 
through  the  frost^^  air  from  dawn  until  nightfall, 
as  long  as  the  work  lasted,  and  then  he  was  obliged 
to  employ  himself  otherwise.  For  some  time  our 
subject  found  employment  with  a  party  of  survey- 
ors, and  while  with  them,  he  gained  a  good  keow- 
ledge  of  the  surrounding  country  as  well  as  of  the 
science  of  surveying.  In  February,  1825,  the  ori- 
ginal of  our  sketch,  with  his  brother,  started  for 
Michigan  on  foot.  They  traversed  the  entire  dis- 
tance in  this  way,  stopping  at  Palmyra,  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.,  for  a  rest  of  three  days.  They 
journeyed  to  Farmington.  Oakland  County,  where 
they  stopped  and  found  employment.  The  coun- 
try in  that  section  was  then  a  perfect  wilderness, 
and  abounded  in  wild  game,  such  as  deer,  wolves 
and  bear.  Indians,  too,  were  not  strangers  to  the 
few  white  inhabitants  who  had  wandered  into  the 
country. 

Mr.  Van  Amburg  and  his  brother  took  a  contract 
to  clear  five  acre^^^  and  to  erect  a  log  house  for  a 
man  but  the  brother  becoming  sick  was  unable  to 
complete  the  tjisk.  Our  subject  worked  four  days 
to  pay  for  an  ax,  and  then  worked  live  days  to  pay 
his  board  while  paying  for  the  ax.  He  engaged  to 
clear  twelve  acres  of  land,  which  task  he  partially 
completed,  and  for  which  he  received  sutKcient 
money  to  enable  him  to  enter  eighty  acres  of  (Gov- 
ernment land  in  the  town  of  Novi,  Oakland  C-ounty. 
This  he  partially  cleared  and  imjiroved,  and  subse- 
quently sold,  purchasing  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acred  four  miles  further  wo^st,  and  he  bent  his  ener- 
gies and  efforts  to  clearing  and  improving  his  last 
acijuired  tract. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  we  write  had  t\  family 
by  this  time,  and  as  he  was  so  far  from  any  school 
privileges,  or  other  advantages  that  he  felt  his  chil- 
dren should  enjoy,  he  concluded  to  exchange  a 
part  of  his  tract  for  a  faim  on  the  State  road.  This 
he  succeeded  in  doing,  and  soon  moved  out  into  a 


more  civilized  community.  In  1857,  he  traded 
ninety  acres  of  land  in  Oakland  County  for  three 
hundred  nnd  twenty  acres  in  Brighton  Township, 
Livingston  County,  and  here  he  has  since  lived 
locating  on  this  place.  Four  years  later  he  ex- 
changed a  portion  of  it  for  his  present  farm,  which 
lies  just  across  the  road  from  the  first  tract. 

He  of  whom  we  write,  was  married  March  15, 
182i),  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Taft,  a  daughter  of  Pkch 
Taft,  who  came  to  the  Wolverine  State  from  New 
York  early  in  the  '20s.  Mrs.  Mary  Van  Amburg 
died  December  29,  1850,  leaving  seven  children, 
namely:  Louise  M.,  Oi-son  T.,  Harriet  A.,  William 
IL,  JosephT.,  Henry  W.  and  Daniel  O.  They  are 
all  married  and  have  families  of  their  own  with 
the  exception  of  William.  August  3,  1861,  Mr. 
Van  Amburg  again  married,  this  time  l)eing  united 
to  Amanda  M.  Brown.  Two  children  are  the  fruit  of 
this  union,  Albert  A.  and  Charles  W.,  both  of  whom 

are  living. 

Our  subject  was  originally  an  old-line  Whig  but 

on  the  re-construction  of  the  party  he  has  trans- 
ferred his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party  and 
has  voted  with  this  political  body  ever  since.  He 
is  a  strong  temperance  man.  For  nearly  fifty  years 
he  worshipped  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  body, 
but  about  sixteen  years  ago  he  withdrew  from  this 
denomination  and  joined  the  Wesleyan  Church. 
He  has  always  been  a  conscientious  man  and  a  zeal- 
ous  Christian. 

Almost  four-score  and  Um  years  of  age  our 
subject  retains  his  faculties  well.  He  remembers 
when  a  boy  nine  years  old  seeing  the  marching 
of  the  troops  during  the  War  of  1812,  and  can 
relate  with  marked  vividness,  incidents  of  his  lK)y- 
hood  days.  He  was  LieutiMiant  for  a  time  of  a  C'om- 
pany  of  .Michigan  Ritlemen.  He  hjis  never  posed 
as  an  aspirant  for  office,  but  during  his  pioneer 
days  he  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
other  minor  posts.  Mr.  Van  Amburg  has  at  times 
owned  considerable  land,  but  of  late  years  has  sold 
it  off  until  he  now  has  eighty  acre^s,  upon  which  is 
built  a  comfortable  home.  lie  is  a  man  of  marked 
refinement  and  intelligence,  with  a  most  pleasing 
presence,  and  has  the  rarest  of  gifts,  being  an  enter- 
taining conversationalist.  On  the  eminence  upon 
which  he  now  stands,  he  can  look  back  over  nearly 


852 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  ALBUM. 


a  century'  of  national  ))rot^r(»ss,  and  the  fact  that 
it  now  ranks  K)  hi^li  among  tlie  nations,  whereas 
at  the  lH»ginning  of  his  career,  it  held  so  modest 
a  place,  is  gratifying  to  him  as  a  loyal  American 
citizen. 
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J'OSEPII  .lEWKIT.  Our  subject,  who  is  a 
farmer,  is  the  owner  of  forty  acres  of  land 
on  section  20,  of  N'evay  Townshij).  Ingham 
County,  and  this  he  cultivates  to  such  good 
puriK)se  that  it  yields  him  a  very  comforlahle  in- 
come. Mr.  Jewett  was  iMjrn  m  Washt<»naw  County, 
Lima  Township,  this  State,  September  IT),  1812. 
He  is  the  son  of  Joseph  P.  and  Mimnda  (Freei ) 
Jewett.  The  father  was  born  in  1H(»7  in  New 
Hampshire  and  the  mother  in  New  York,  May  8, 
18 H.  The  parentis  were  married  in  the  Kast  and 
three  children  have  come  to  them  i)ii()rto  their 
scuttling  in  Michigan.  They  settled  here  while  it 
was  a  territory,  hn-ating  in  Washtenaw  County. 

Our  subject  is  the  sixth  in  a  family  of  eleven 
children,  nine  of  wh<mi  are  still  living,  and  are 
taking  respon8il)le  po«<itions  in  s(x*iety  as  honorable 
and  upright  men  and  women.  Mr.  Jewett 's  boy- 
hood days  were  spent  on  a  farm,  and  during  this 
period  he  received  a  good  common  school  tMJucn- 
tion,  and  enjoyed  the  additional  advantage  of  two 
winters  in  a  select  school  at  Lime  Center,  Wash- 
tenaw County.  At  that  tinu-,  the  War  of  llic 
Rebellion  broke  out  and  in  the  late  fall  of  18(51, 
November  T),  he  responded  to  the  call  for  volun- 
teers and  enlisted  in  the  first  .Michigan  Lancers, 
joining  C<nni)any  I),  and  was  •ifterward  trans- 
ferred to  Comi)any(i.  lie  was,  howev  m',  dis- 
chariifed  on  Mai'ch  21.  18()2.  because  the  (iovern- 
ment  found  that  lancers  could  not  be  used  in  the 
mode  of  warfare  which  tlu'v  carried  on.  lie  next 
enlisted  in  the  First  Michigan  Lii»:ht  Artillery. 
Se|)teniber  7.  I8f)4.  joining  Company  K.  He  was 
in  the  battle  of  Nashville  anrl  was  then  detailed  to 
transport  troops  fnun  Jackson.  Mieh.,  to  tlu  front. 
lie  was  at  the  siege  of  IVtersbiirg.  and  made  eight 
trips  to  Nashville,  two  to  Petersburg,  and  two  to 
Hart's   Ishnid.     Although   he   was  never  commis- 


sioned an  o^lic»er,  receiving  the  pay  of  a  private  only, 
he  did  an  officer's  work.  He  received  an  honorable 
discharge  May  G,  18(50.  While  on  duty  he  was  in 
a  railrf)ad  collision  and  was  rendered  unconscious. 
being  hurt  in  the  hi])  and  the  small  of  tlie  hock, 
and  although  he  has  l)t»en  to  a  great  extent  inca- 
[)acitated  for  active  work,  he  i-eceives  only  the 
small  sum  of  *8  per  month  |)ension  for  the 
chances  that  he  ran  during  the  war. 

On  his  discharge  from  the  army,  Mr.  Jewett  hav- 
ing sived  some  money,  purchased  forty  acres  of 
land  in  Aurelius  Township.  He  was  married  Fel)- 
ruarv  1  L  1867,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Claflin,a  daughter 
of  Willi.im  and  Martha  Claflin.  There  are  three* 
ehildren  by  this  marriage;  Arthur  \V.,  who  waslx>rn 
July  2().  18()1),  in  Vevay  Township;  Mattie  B., 
whose  natal  day  was  April  25,  1874,  and  Alton  L., 
born  September  IG,  1871).  The  eldest  son  is  a 
well-educated,  intelligent  young  man  w^ith  good 
business  (pialitlcations.  He  married  Lulu  Lyon 
and  has  settled  uixni  his  own  little  farm  of  forty 
acres,  which  it  is  evident,  however,  will  sotm  \k  a 
larger  tract,  for  he  is  energetic  and  ambitious,  and 
a  irood  farmer.  One  child  has  blessed  the  union 
of  these  young  people.  On  October  15,  1891,  he 
received  the  ap|K)intment  jis  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  grains  and  grasses  for  the  World's  Co- 
lumbian Kxposition,  to  Ik^  held  in  Chicago  in  189.S 
'IMie  daughter.  Mattie  B..  lives  at  home  and  attends 
a  High  School  in  Mason.  She  is  fitting  hei*seif  for 
a  teachiM".  The  youuirest  child,  Alton  L.,  is  a 
bright,  active  boy,  advanced  in  his  lK)oks,  and  hav- 
ing a  sjH'cial  tact  and  talent  in  mathematics.  Mi*s 
Mary  A.  .lewett  ])assed  away  frcmi  this  life  A})ri 
I,  188:5.     She  is  interred  in  the  cemetery  at  Mas4m. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  was  again  married 
April  8.  188L  his  biide  being  Miss  Eliza  A.  Cai*son, 
<>f  Chicago.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Abigail  ((iould)  Carson.  The  father  and  mother 
are  natives  of  Ni'w  York  State.  Politically,  he  of 
whom  we  write,  vt)tes  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  has  Iuhmi  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  four  veai*s 
and  is  now  serving  another  term.  He  has  been 
both  Director  and  Moderator  of  the  School  Board, 
and  has  held  other  minor  otiices. 

One  brother  of  our  subject,  Le^^ter  K.  Jewett, 
was  in  the  army  and  was  a  participant  in  seventy- 
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six  engagements.  He  earned  promotion  and  was 
so  recommended,  but  on  account  of  a  deficiency  in 
his  speech,  he  was  not  eligi|)le  to  the  position 
recommended.  He  was,  however,  given  a  medal 
for  meritorious  services.  He  is  now  a  farmer  in 
Aurelius,  and  is  the  father  of  three  children.  Our 
subject's  oldest  brother,  J.  P.  Jewett,  was  also  in 
the  army  and  served  three  years.  He  was  slightly 
wounded  by  being  hit  by  a  spent  ball,  in  the  breast. 
The  ball  buried  itself  in  the  flesh  and  had  to  be 
extracted.  He,  at  jn'esent,  lives  in  Baldwin,  l^ake 
County,  Mich.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  agricultuml 
pursuits,  and  is  the  father  of  two  children. 


LLKN  A.  DORHANCE,  an  enl<?rprising 
and  successful  farmer  who  is  the  owner 
'^  and  propriet<:>r  of  a  fine  tract  located  on 
(g^  section    9,   Howell   Township,  Livingston 

County,  came  to  this  State  in  the  fall  of  1812  with 
his  parents,  who  settled  (m  section  21,  of  the  sime 
township.  There  he  purchased  seventy  acres 
which  he  lived  on  for  two  veai*s,  after  which  he 
moved  upon  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  just  opposite 
where  he  now  lives.  Here  our  subject's  father 
died  in  Decemlier,  18();3.  He  w^as  a  hard-working 
man  and  an  excellent  manager,  having  accumu- 
lated a  large  and  valuable  |)roi)erty  before  his  de- 
cease. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Ontario  County,  liristol 
Township,  M.  Y.  and  there  received  his  education 
in  the  district  i*ciiool,  finishing  his  coui-se  after 
coming  to  Howell.  He  lived  at  home  with  his 
parent^  until  twenty- two  years  of  age.  They 
were  Augustus  I),  and  Sarah  L.  (Marble)  I)or- 
rance,  natives  of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts* 
respectively.  His  paternal  grandparent'^  were 
Alexander  and  Rebecca  Dorrance,  natives  of  Con- 
necticut. Thev  had  a  familv  of  four  children. 
Political Iv  the  oriaiidsire  was  an  old-line  Whij^  and 
like  most  men  in  those  stirring  days  of  chimge  and 
reconstruction  was  much  interested  in  politics.  He 
and  his  wife  lived  and  died  in  Connecticut. 

Augustus  I).,  our  subject's  father,  was  educated 


in  Connecticut  and  when  eighteen  yeai-s  of  age  l3e- 
gan  his  career  b}-  teaching  school  in  Massachusetts. 
He  made  this  his  profession,  continuing  in  the 
work  until  thirty-three  years  old,  and  then  l)eeause 
of  the  failure  of  his  health  he  went  ui)on  a  farm 
and  enjoyed  a  bucolic  life  until  he  came  West,  and 
when  he  held  fii-st  the  oUice  of  Constable  in  Howell 
Township.  He  entered  the  marital  relation  while 
in  Massachusetts,  his  marriage  being  celebrated 
about  1817.  His  bride  was  Sarah  L.,  the  daughter 
of  Charlas  and  Phel)e  (Cudworth)  Marble,  natives 
of  Massachusetts,  the  former  being  by  trade  a  boot 
and  shoe  maker.  Their  first  home  was  in  Crystal 
Township,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  wife 
died.  After  that  sad  event  he  c^me  to  Michigan 
and  lived  with  his  father  until  the  death  of  the 
latt<?r,  who  was  a  man  of  the  strongest  Democratic 
principles.     He  had  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  married  Miss  Lydia 
La  Rowe,  January  1,  I860.  The  lady  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  John  B.  and  Eliza  (Clark)  La  Rowe,  natives 
of  New  York.  Thev  were  farmers  and  came  to 
Michigan  at  an  early  day,  settling  in  Handy,  this 
county  in  183().  There  they  took  up  land  which 
he  later  sold  and  returned  to  his  old  home  in  the 
Ka.st.  In  1842  he  came  back  to  Michigan  and  set- 
tled in  Howell  Township  where  he  purchased  a 
farm  and  bent  his  efforts  to  improving  the  same, 
lie  lived  upon  this  place  until  his  death  which  oc- 
curred in  1890.  The  mother  still  lives  upon  the 
old  lumiestead.  Of  ten  children  who  have  been 
lK>rn  to  her  eight  are  now  living.  Mr.  I>a  Rowe 
Tvas  a  Republican  in  party  preference  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  being  thus 
connected  for  thirtv-five  yeai-s. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Dorrance  purchased  forty 
acres  of  timber  land  where  he  now  lives.  Ijiter  he 
added  twenty  acres  to  his  original  purchase.  He 
iii-st  erected  a  frame  house,  18x24  feet  in  dimen- 
sions. This  was  the  home  of  the  familv  for  some 
time.  Aft;»r  having  secured  a  home  he  bent  his 
energies  to  clearing  up  the  land.  The  house  ha** 
since  lx»en  enlarged  and  l>eautified,  provided  with 
many  comfort.s  and  conveniences,  so  that  it  now  is 
a  most  attractive,  as  well  fus  home-like  farm  resid- 
ence. Mr.  Dorrance  has  planted  two  and  a  half 
acres  in  fruit  trees  and  this  is  now  an  orchard  that 
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produces  abiiiKlantly  of  the  finest  varieties  of  fruit 
that  are  ^rown  in  this  hititude.  lie  also  hjis  a 
large  variety  of  small  fruit  and  thi>  hmneh  of 
atjrriculture  he  finds  t4)  \h.*  verv  reinunerativ<».  The 
place  is  well  kept  up,  fences  are  in  perfect  order, 
barns  and  ijranaries  are  <rood  and  suk^tantial,  while 
the  sheds  for  the  stock  are  coinfort^ihle  and  weli- 
arranjjfed.  In  fact  the  place  is  one  of  the  fine 
farms  of  this  Ux'ality.  Our  subject  luus  a  family  of 
two  children,  also  an  adopted  dauofhter.  John  A., 
atJfed  twenty-seven,  livas  at  home,  and  is  a  bright 
and  progressive  you nji:  man,  who  ac(piired  his  e<hi- 
cation  in  Ilowell  Township.  The  othei*s  are 
Clarence  A.  and  Clara  H. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  favors  the  platforuj 
of  the  Republican  party  and  is  loyal  in  his  follow- 
ing of  that  political  lK)dy.  In  his  church  associa- 
tions he  l>eh>ngs  to  the  Tnited  Brethren  persuit^ion 
and  has  l»een  a  Class-Leader  in  that  bodv  for  the 
jMist  thirty  years.  lie  is  one  of  the  ))roniinent 
farmers  of  the  township.  Mi*s.  Dorrance  enjoys 
the  distinction  of  K^ing  the  first  white  child  born 
in  the  township  of  Howell,  her  natal  day  being 
August  21),  \H2K  She  is  an  estimable  lady,  whose 
interests  are  closelv  uiiiUMl  with  those  of  her  hus- 
band.  Mr.  Dorrance  breeds  horses,  cattle  and  sheep 
of  graded  stock  and  is  the  owner  of  some  of  the 
finest  animals  in  this  county. 
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UAN(iK  HAN(iS.  All  honor  >honId  be  ren- 
dered to  tlio>e  honorable  menilK'r>  of  ^o(•ielv 
who,  by  hard  work  and  detiMinined  activ- 
ity coupled  with  an  unfailin*^  eneiirv.  have  (level- 
oped  the  loources  of  a  new  country,  and  double 
honor  should  be  }>aid  them  when  to  their  record 
of  industry  we  can  add  the  stt)r\'  (►f  their  trui'  in- 
tegiity,  pure  lives  and  beneficent  kindness  to 
others.  A  high  aim  and  a  true  life  have  their  efTect 
upoii  the  community  ju>t  as  surely  a>  the  sunshine 
causes  the  trees  to  bud  and  the  tlowers  to  bloom. 
an<l  it  i>  as  niM*essary  and  vital  a  part  in  the  de- 
velopment and  i)rogres>  of  >ocial  life  as  the  rays 
of  the  sun  are  in  the  physical  world. 

Orange  Bangs  has  his    lini'    farm    on    section  27, 


Tnadilla  Township,  Livingston  County.  His  fa- 
ther, Nathaniel  IVangs,  was  a  Vermont  famier,  and 
his  mother's  maiden  name  wat;  ^lary  Woodman. 
They  were  both  lK)rn  the(Jreen  Mountain  State*  and 
lived  there  for  a  few  veai-s  aft<?r  their  marria&re 
and  then  renu)ved  to  Livingston  County,  N.  Y., 
and  settled  upon  a  new  farm,  which  they  proceeded 
to  reduce  to  a  state  of  civilization.  There  the 
father  died,  and  the  mother  afterward  came  to 
Michigan,  where  she  was  married  to  Samuel  (rilnian, 
who  died  a  numU'r  of  years  ago.  She  then  lived 
with  her  daughter  in  Van  Jiuren  County, and  there 
passed  from  earth  some  four  yeai*s  ago.  Tliey 
were  the  parentis  of  nine  children,  who  grew  t<» 
maturity,  and  five  of  them  are  now  living. 

The  origimil  of  this  sketch  wh»  born  June  22. 
IH2<).  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there  he 
grew  to  manhood.  lie  attended  the  district  school 
in  his  native  St4it<*  and  l)eg:in  for  himself  as  an  in- 
deiKMident  farmer  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  At 
that  time  he  decided  to  come  West  and  settled 
ui)on  a  farm  on  section  36,  Cnadilla  Township. 
Forty  acres  of  this  tract  of  one  hundred  was  al- 
ready somewhat  improved.  Duiing  the  foHowing 
year,  in  \H{H,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Laurette  Morrison,  whosi*  parents  were  from  Ver- 
mont, and  came  to  this  SUite  alK)ut  the  year  of 
IHKL  and  >ettled  upon  a  farm  in  Van  Buren 
County,  where  they  lM)th  remained  through  the 
rest  of  their  days.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  four  of  whom  are  now  livin«r. 

Mrs.  Bangs  was  born  in  1828,  and  her  marria*^* 
with  oiu'  subject  resulted  in  the  birth  of  thive 
children:  \'iola.  who  is  unmarried;  Orphalin  T., 
wife  of  (ieoriie  Backus,  who  lives  in  this  town- 
ship, and  Kva  A.,  now  Mrs.  Frank  Richmond,  re- 
siding in  this  township.  The  mother  of  this  fam- 
ily was  called  to  j)a>s  to  her  heavenly  reward  June 
It,  1881).  nnd  her  daughter,  \'iola,  is  now  her  fa- 
ther's home-maker.  Mrs.  Bangs  wils  a  great  lover 
of  tlowers.  and  the  surroundings  of  their  h(mie 
abundantly  te>til\  to  the  fact  that  her  beautiful 
memory  is  kei)t  alive  by  the  cultivation  of  these, 
Avhicli  wei'c  her  treasures. 

Mr.  liangs  resided  for  nineteen  yeai^s  on  section 
2(),  and  has  now  made  his  home  for  twentv-five 
years  on  section  27,  where  he   has  three    hundred 
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and  ninet}'  acres  of  land,  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  which  are  under  cultivation.  I'pon  his 
llrst  occupancy  of  his  farm  he  erei'ted  a  \o^  house, 
a  frame  stable,  a  corn  house  and  a  hen  house,  and 
his  own  strong  arm  felled  the  trees  on  forty-fivt^ 
acres  of  land.  lie  rebuilt  the  house  on  section  27, 
and  also  an  excellent  hoi>t»  barn,  measuring  2()xf)() 
feet,  lie  has  set  out  six  acres  of  orchard,  and  de- 
votes himself  to  general  farming. 

When  this  pros|K*rous  man  came  to  Michigan  his 
capital  consisted  only  of  what  he  had  l)een  able  to 
save  out  of  his  earnings  during  the  ))revious  two 
seasons,  and  amounted  to  ^UJO  in  all,  so  that  it  is 
plain  to  S4je  that  he  has  earned  all  that  he  now 
possesses,  as  he  has  depended  entin»ly  upon  his 
own  exertions  through  life.  Both  he  and  his  la 
mented  companion  were  meml)ers  of  the  Presby 
terian  Church  at  the  village  of  Unadilla,  where  he 
has  l>een  in  active  membershii)  for  forty  years, 
and  is  a  TrUvStee  of  the  church.  lie  has  always 
l)een  interested  in  political  issues  and  allies  him- 
self with  the  Republican  party.  lie  favoi*s  the 
cause  of  temperance  and  education  and  gave  to 
every  one  of  his  children  excellent  advantaijes, 
which  they  prized  highly,  and  they  are  in  their 
liv(*s  abundantly  repaying  this  faithful  parent  for 
his  devotion  to  their  care  and  training  in  their 
early  years. 


w<b") 


f?L()NZ()  GLEASON.     We  are  jrratified  to 
be  able  to  place  in  the  handsof  our  readei's 
a  brief  biographical  sketeh  of  Mr.  (ileason, 
(Qjfl  who   is   so  well    known    throughout   Co- 

hoctah  Township.  Livingston  County,  and  who  is 
most  highly  esteemed  |)ersonally,  as  is  aiso  his 
family,  lie  is  a  native  of  the  Kmpire  State,  having 
been  born  June  20,  1831,  in  Wheeler,  Steulwn 
County.  Ilis  parents,  Klijah  and  Klizabeth  (Mc- 
Murphy)  (ileason,  were  also  New  Yorkers  by  birth. 
The  father  carried  on  farming  oi)erations,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1836  ca,me  by  lake  to  Michigan, 
where  he  entered  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres 
of  land  on  section  f),  Ilartland  Township,  and 
in  the    fall    of   1837    established     his    home,  and 


continued  here  until  his  death,  which  took  place 
on  the  ITith  of  April,  1850,  when  he  had  reached 
the  age  of  sixty-two  yeai-s.  Ilis  lii-st  wife,  Abigail 
Smith,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  1810,  brought 
him  live  sons  and  live  dausrhters.  She  was  born 
March  7,  1793,  and  died  in  1822.  IIi>  next  mar- 
riage was  with  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Billings,  nee  Mc- 
Murphy,  who  bore  to  him  erne  son  and  three  daugh- 
ters, and  had  two  daughters  by  her  previous 
marriage.  She  passed  from  earth  December  8, 
184*J,  four  months  and  seven  days  previous  to  the 
decease  of  her  husband.  He  was  a  Whig  in  his 
political  views,  and  besides  his  farming  opemtions 
was  engaged  in  cari)entry. 

Having  received  ordinary  school  advantages  and 
thorough  drill  upon  the  farm,  our  subject  learned 
the  trade  of  a  carpenter,  and  in  the  fall  of  1854, 
having  s|K»nt  several  yeai-s  in  remunerative  labor 
purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Ilartland 
Mich.  In  the  spring  of  1857  he  exchanged  this 
for  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  timber 
land  in  Saginaw  County  and  two  years  lati»r 
disposed  of  this  for  the  fifty  acres  where  he  now 
resides.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  t^m  aci*es  on  sec- 
tion 7,  which  he  now  holds,  he  has  improved  fully 
seventy  acres,  and  has  also  eighty  acres  on  section 
f).  which  has  been  |)artially  improved.  He  early 
became  interested  in  the  principles  pi-omulgated 
by  the  Rejjublican  party,  and  is  now  an  earnest 
worker  for  the  cause  of  i)rohibition. 

Elvira  Thorj>  was  the  maiden  name  of  the  lady 
who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  July  8,  1857. 
She  is  a  native  of  Michigan  and  was  born  in  Fen- 
ton,  (ienesee  County,  August  25,  1840,  being  a 
daughter  of  Norris  and  Eliza  Jane  (Richmond) 
Thorp,  who  were  born  in  New  York,  he  Septeml)er 
14,  1814,  and  his  wife  April  9,  1820.  It  was  about 
1835  when  they  came  to  Fenton,  and  for  twenty- 
one  years  he  filled  the  office  there  of  IVputy 
Sheriff.  After  a  residence  of  man\'  yeais  in  Fen- 
ton they  lived  for  some  fifteen  yeais  on  a  farm 
north  of  Holly,  Oakland  County,  where  his  wife 
died  ()ctol)er  1,  1881.  He  ended  his  eaithly  lal)ors 
May  IG,  1884,  at  Fentcm.  They  were  the  parentis 
of  six  children — Melissa,  Elvira,  Ella  L..  John  J., 
David  F.  and  Lucena.  Ella  died  young,  and  John 
and  David  served  their  country   durinir  tbe   Civil 
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War,     The  parents  have  long  l)een  connected  with 
the  Cloj*e  Communion  Baptist  Church. 

Six  children  enlivened  the  home  of  Mr.  and 
Mi-8.  (Jleason,  the  fii-st  born  Ixnng  Kllerv  and  Em- 
ery, twins;  and  the  next  lK>rn  being  May  IM\ 
and  Jay  Dell,  twins,  after  whom  came  Clarence 
and  Clarinda,  the  last-named  dying  at  the  age  of 
fifteen  vears.  Mav  B.  is  now  the  wife  of  John 
Schrepfer.  For  sr>me  twenty-five  years  our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  l)een  loyal  and  earnest  memlntrs 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  all  of  the  chil- 
dren are  united  with  their  parents  in  one  household 
of  Christian  faith.  Since  the  contemplaticm  of  the 
house  of  worship  which  was  erected  some  eighteen 
years  ago  Mr.  (i lesson  haslieen  a  Trustee,  and  he  i> 
much  relied  upon  where  good  judgment  and  sound 
discretion  are  needed  in  connection  with  a  true- 
hearted  devotion  to  the  cause  of  Christian  it  v. 


LBKirr  W.  CALLAHAN,  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Bailey  iV  Callahan,  publishers  and 
/T—  -^  proprietors  of  the  North  Lansing  Rt^onl, 
was  born  near  Lansing,  March  2(),  1H7().  Ills  |)ar- 
ents  were  Hussell  B.  and  Dellla  (I^)ckw^  11)  Calla- 
han. The  father  was  born  near  Sparta.  Ohio,  nnd 
when  fourteen  years  old  came  with  his  |mrents  to 
.Michigan,  locating  near  the  })resent  city  of  Lnii- 
.sing.  He  engaged  in  the  insurance  bu?*iness,  and 
was  also  in  the  ollice  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
alH>ut  six  vears  \uuler  Harrv  A.  Conant.  reniainiuij: 
with  succeeding  oflicei-s  until  a  change  of  admini- 
stration. He  still  resides  in  Lansing,  honored  by 
all  who  know  him  for  the  intes>:ritv  of  his  life  and 
his  genial  kindliness  of  heart.  Two  <  hildren  were 
born  to  them,  our  subject  and  his  sister  (ieorgia. 

The  gentleman  who  forms  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  e<lucated  in  Lansing,  graduating  from 
the  \\\^\\  School  in  this  city  in  June,  IH*M>.  After- 
ward  he  was  employed  temporarily  with  the  Sintt' 
Kepuhlicnn  and  thence  entered  the  ollice  of  the 
!Satur(hi;i  (JalL  being  thus  engagi'd  until  he  em- 
barked in  his  present  business.  The  North  Lansing 
i^f'^o/Y/ was  established  in   the  spring  of    IHlM.  the 


tli-st  issue  l)eing  May  1,  with  Messrs.  Bailey  <fe  Calla- 
han, editoi*s  and  projn-ietors.  It  is  independent  m 
politics  and  is  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple of  North  Ijinsing,  from  whom  it  receives  cordial 
supiK^rt.  It  is  a  weekly  pai>er,  and  has  a  sulwcri|>- 
tion  list  of  about  one  thoiL^and.  Mr.  Callahan  has 
entire  charge  of  the  editorial  department,  while 
Mr.  Bailey  manages  the  comiK)sing  room.  Asa 
young  man  of  enterprise^  and  push,  Mr.  Callahan 
undoubtedly  has  a  bright  and  honored  future  lie- 
fore  him,  and  will,  should  his  life  l)e  spared,  become 
a  power  in  the  political  and  journalistic  world. 


KTH  H.  JUDD.  He  whose  name  is  at  the 
head  of  this  sketch  is  one  who  has  l)een 
associated  with  the  growth  of  the  county 
an<l  country  for  nearly  forty  years  past, 
having  come  here  in  185G,  at  which  time  he  settled 
on  section  2(1,  Handy  Township,  where  he  was  the 
owner  of  eighty  acres,  only  part  of  which  was  im- 
proved. It  bore  a  log  house  and  a  frame  gi-anary. 
which,  however,  was  adecjuate  to  the  products  of 
tlnxse  early  days,  when  the  fields  l)ore  alx)ve  their 
green  or  golden  carjH't  an  arabescpie  of  rich  black 
I  stumpage,  which  wjis  jierhaps  beautified  by  a  wild 
I  rose  or  an  unruly  blackl>erry  vine,  that  trailed  \t> 
luxuriant  length  and  luscious  fruit  against  the 
elfective  backgroun*!. 

Our  subji'ct  eontinued  in  the  place  as  it  origin- 
ally was  for  about  twenty  years  and  then  bought 
a  tract  of  land  across  the  load  on  section  211,  where 
he  resides  at  the  present  time  and  which  he  ha*' 
iin})royed  by  erecting  a  good,  substantial  dwelling 
and  line  barns  and  granaries.  He  now  farms  two 
hundred  acres  of  land  which  he  has  under  the 
finest  state  of  cultiyation.  Mr.  Judd  was  born  in 
Onondaga  County.  N.  V..  NovemlKM' 28,  1824.  He 
is  a  son  of  Ozias  and  Martha  (Baker)  Judd.  natives 
of  the  Lmpire  State.  They  came  to  Washtenaw 
County,  this  State,  in  18:H  and  settled  in  the 
townshij)  (»f  Lodi.  which  at  that  time  was  an  almost 
impenetrable  forest.  There  the  father  took  up 
eighty  acres  of  (iovernment  land  which  he  im- 
l)royed  to  such  an  extent  before  his  death  that  the 
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work  was  easily  carried  on  and  perfected  by  liij* 
son.  Our  subject's  father  was  tlie  first  Township 
Clerk  to  be  elected  to  that  oflice  in  this  district. 
He  was  associated  with  the  Democratic  party  in  his 
vote  and  political  following  and  like  the  majority 
of  early  settlei-s  was  a  Mason,  for  in  those  early 
days  the  loyalty  of  fraternity  was  needed  to  miti- 
gate in  as  great  a  measure  as  i>ossible  the  hardships 
of  the  period. 

Six  children  came  to  the  fireside  and  were  wel- 
comed to  the  l)Oard;  tlitw  are  Lucema,  Amarilis, 
our  subject,  Jietsey,  Esther  and  William.  Luc^ema 
is  now  Mrs.  Carraer;  Amarilis  is  Mrs.  Crain.  Our 
subject's  paternal  grandparents  were  Ozias  and  Lii 
cema  (Hulett)  Judd.  They  were  from  the  Eastern 
States.  Tlie  former  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade 
though  he  followed  the  calling  of  a  farmer  for  the 
greater  portion  of  his  life.  Jle  came  to  Washtenaw 
County,  this  State,  where  he  continued  agricul- 
tural pursuits  until  his  decease.  He  was  the  father 
of  three  children. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  received  the  educa- 
tional advantages  offered  at  the  district  schools  in 
which  he  was  reared.  When  his  attention  was  not 
demanded  by  school  work  he  aided  his  father  on 
the  farm.  He  continued  to  live  at  home  until 
thirty-two  years  of  age,  after  sixteen  years  of  age 
having  had  entire  charge  of  the  farm.  In  the 
year  of  1856  Mr.  Judd  was  married  to  Miss  Fran- 
ces Mather,  who  was  lx>rn  m  Washtenaw  C'ountv, 
in  the  township  of  Scio  born  October  1,  18;^:l 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Calvin  and  M  aril  la  (New- 
comb)  Mather,  natives  of  New  York  State.  They 
were  early  settler's  in  Washtenaw  County,  whence 
they  came  to  Handy  Townsiiip,  this  county,  where 
the  father  lived  until  his  decease.  He  was  Road 
Commissioner  and  Township  Treasurer  and  enjoy- 
ed the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him. 
A  friend  to  young  and  old,  rich  and  poor,  he  was 
generally  called  by  the  affectionate  and  familial 
title,  "Tncle  Cal.*' 

^Ir.  Judd  has  been  awarded  several  local  otlice^ 
by  virtue  of  his  fitness.  He  has  !)een  Supervisor. 
Justice  of  the  IVace,  I  Highway  Commissioner  and 
School  Inspector  and  has  luvn  instrumental  in 
interesting  the  townsi)eople  in  the  building  of 
good    roads.     Religious    and    educational    bodies 


never  ap|>eal  to  him  in  vain,  nor  do  individuals 
who  stiind  in  need  of  his  kindly  word  or  patient 
symjiathy  ever  turn  away  from  him  unregarded. 
Three  children  have  risen  up  about  the  parents  U) 
cull  them  blessed  in  their  latter  yeai-s.  They  are 
Helen,  Ozias  and  Marilla.  Helen  is  now  Mrs. 
Orover,  of  Handy  Township;  Ozias  is  Supervisor  of 
this  township  at  the  present  time;  he  also  fills  the 
otlices  of  School  Inspector  and  Township  Treas- 
urer. Politically  Mr.  Judd  is  a  Democrat.  He 
also  was  a  Mason.  Mr.  Judd  has  accumulated  a 
handsome  fortune  and  is  determined  to  fully  enjoy 
it  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life.  He  has  a  beautiful 
hon.i  and  is  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts  of 
life. 


/ 
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)x  HESTER  AM)  SEBASTIAN  CABOT.  This 
^,  worthy  father  and  son  who  have  l)een  in 
partnership  in  business  and  on  the  farm  for 
about  a  quarter  of  a  century  and  are  among  the 
progressive  and  prosperous  agriculturists  of  Leroy 
Township,  Ingham  County,  claim  their  descent 
from  the  noted  discoverer,  Sebestian  Cabot,  who 
wime  with  his  brother  John  to  the  New  World 
centuries  ago.  Their  richly  cultivated  farm  and 
handsome  home  and  excellent  farm  Iniildingsarea 
standing  monument  to  their  industry  and  good 
management  and  their  two  hundred  acres  of  land, 
in  which  they  are  ecpial  partners,  comprise  an  es- 
tate which  is  a  credit  to  the  township. 

Chester  Cabot  was  born  September  22,  1811,  in 
Herkimer  County,  N.  V.,  and  is  a  son  of  Justice 
and  Lydia  (Robinson)  Cabot,  natives  of  New  Eng- 
land. He  is  the  youngest  of  their  eleven  children 
and  was  only  seven  veai-s  old  when  he  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
district  sciiool,  wiiich  gave  him  a  good  foundation 
for  future  studies,  which  he  has  carried  on  bv  him- 
self  through  reading. 

The  most  interesting  event  of  the  young  man- 
hood of  our  subject  was  his  marriage  in  New  York 
to  >Iary  Feinier  in  1885.  Only  one  child  of  this 
marriage  survives — Sebastian.     AfU»r  the  death  of 
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Mry.  Marv  Cabot,  Mr.  ('alK»t  was  united  with  liis 
present  wife  in  1^<;)3.  Ik»fore  her  union  with  him 
she  was  the  widow  of  Mr.  Tuttk*.  Mr.  and  Mi-s. 
C'alH»t  liad  one  son,  who  is  deceased.  Mr.  Calnit  is 
a  natural  mechanic  and  tliroughout  his  life  as  a 
farmer  he  has  done  his  own  blacksmith  in*?  and 
woodwork  wlienever  needed  on  the  farmland  dur- 
intj  his  residence  in  Monroe  County.  N.  V.,  he 
and  his  son  Sebastian  were  in  partnei-ship  in  a 
wagon  and  carriage  fact*)rv  and  a  blacksmith  shop 
in  which  they  were  engaged  f(»r  a  number  of  yeai-s 
and  kept  three  blacksmith  fires  going.  They  finally 
exchanged  the  shop  for  the  farm  upon  which  they 
now  live  in  Leroy  Township,  and  in  1870  made 
their  home  upon  it,  where  they  have  since  resided. 
They  work  together  most  harmoniously.  They 
have  pei*s<mj  lly  done  most  of  the  work  up«m  their 
fine  barn  and  excellent  house  and  they  own  to- 
gether two  hundred  acres  of  land,  most  of  which 
is  under  cultivation,  as  tliey  have  themsc^lves  cleared 
the  timlKM'  from  one  hun<lred  and  thirty  acres. 

While  living  in  New  York  Chester  Cabot  served 
for  some  time  as  Supervisor  of  the  township  and 
also  filled  the  otHce  of  Assessor,  besides  other  otli- 
cial  positions.  Sebastian  Cabot  was  lK)rn  S'ptem- 
l)er  2f5,  1836,  and  was  married  in  1807  to  Sarah 
Ingalsl)e  who  died  in  1872.  Hoth  the  father  and 
son  are  earnest  Prohibitionists  in  their  political 
views  and  ever  active  in  the  temperance  cause. 


,^ 


mi 


•  ACOB  (;ANSLKV.  The  pa|)er  of  which  this 
I  gentU'n)aii  is  the  owner  and  proprietor,  is 
the  Michigan  Sfftafs  Zt'i'tumi  and  i>  the  only 
(ierman  newspa|)ei'  published  in  Ingham 
County.  Five  years  aiifo,  about  IHHf).  it  wn**  estab- 
lished  in  Lansing,  and  now  enjoys  a  circulation  of 
about  five  hundred,  being  independent  j>olilically. 
with  a  tendency  toward  the  prin<Mple>  of  the  Deni- 
<K*ratic  party.  Mr.  (lansley  purchased  the  paper 
DecemlKM"  IIK  181M).  and  now  eniplovs  William  Hich- 
mond  as  editor. 

Mr.  (iansley  was  Imhh  in  (ierman v.  December  HI. 
\>*s')\).  and  receiyed  \\\>  early  education    in    his    nn 


tive  land.  In  1873  he  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic, 
locating  fii-st  in  Detroit,  and  for  four  yeai*s  he  was 
engaged  in  the  li(iuor  business  in  Saginaw,  tln^ 
State.  lie  came  to  I^nsing  in  1885,  and  entered 
the  store  <»f  his  uncle,  (ieorge  (iansley,  as  a  clerk. 
On  NovemlKM-  11,  1880,  he  embarked  in  business 
for  hiiiself  and  opened  one  of  the  finest  fitted 
up  sabM)ns  in  the  city.  Here  he  ha«  tince  done  a 
pro>|K'rous  business.  With  the  exception  of  occa- 
sionally serving  ju<  a  delegate,  he  has  not  taken 
an  active  part  in  politics.  Soc^ially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Inde|)endent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Knights  of  Honor,  the  Arlxnter  .S»ciety. 
Lcider  Krantz  and  Turner  Verein.  I  lis  wife,  with 
wh<mi  he  was  united  in  marriage,  Septeralier  15, 
1887,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Ilattie  Holmes,  and 
resided  prior  to  her  marriage  in  Saginaw. 
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ILLIAM  BLKKKMAN  is  the  owner  of  and 
rendent    ujxm    the   fine   farm   located  on 
section  10,  Wheatfield  Township,  Ingham 
County.     His  father  was  a  native  of  Conne(*ticut 
who  in  an  ciirlv  day   removed   to   Fulton  C*ounty. 
N.  v.,  where  he  was  married  to  Miss  Diantha  Dibble. 
also  a    native  of   Connecticut.     There  they  i>a.ssiMl 
their  lives,  the  decease  of  the  father  (K'curring  in  the 
Km])ire   State.      It  is  a  fact   to  be  remembered  that 
our  subject's   father  and    mother  were  membei's  of 
the  I'niyersalist  Church  at  a  day  when  that  s(N:t  was 
))Ut    little    known.     Our  subject  was  reared  in  the 
Kmpire  State  and  when  he  had   reached    manlnNxl 
was  married   to    Miss   Harriet,  dauiJ^hter  of    Daniel 
(iildersleeve,  a  native  of   New  .Iei*sey  and  an  earlv 
settler  of   New    York,  going  to  that  State  with  hi> 
parents  when  a  boy  fifteen  years  of  age.      His  wife 
was  Silence  Karl  be  fori*  her   marriage.     They  were 
tin'   parents  of  t«'u  children,  three  sons  and  s<»veii 
dauuhters.  On  the  death  of  the  father  in  New  York 
'    the  widow  came  to  Michigan,  and  her  deceast^  took 
I    place    in    Ingham  County  while  with  her  children. 
As  the  years  went  by  a  group  of  young   people 
gathered  about  the  sober  and  occu|)ied  lives  of  their 
parents   and   our  subject   became  the  father  of  six 
!    children    whose  names   an*    M.  Klla,  Ida  and   .Vda 
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(twins)  Louisa,  Georgiana  and  Josephine,  all  of 
whom  are  living  and  married,  with  the  exception 
of  Josephine  who  remains  at  home  witli  her  par- 
ents. In  1855  Mr.  Blcekman  came  to  Michigan 
and  settled  in  Wheatfield  Township,  Ingham 
County,  on  eighty  acres  of  land  to  which  he  after- 
ward added  forty  acres.  It  was  all  heavily  tim- 
l)€red  and  he  at  once  began  the  work  of  clearing 
and  improving,  now  having  one  hundred  and  ten 
acres  under  cultivation. 

As  can  be  imagined  by  one  who  ha«  been  in  the 
timl)er  regions  of  Michigan  and  who  knows  how 
hard  it  is  to  get  laborers,  the  work  of  impiioving 
our  subject's  place  has  been  slow  and  arduous.  He 
has  built  a  good  house  and  barn  and  is  the  possessor 
of  a  fine  farm  that  is -under  a  fine  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. The  hardships  of  pioneer  life  are  jis  familiar 
to  him  as  have  l)ecome  the  comforts  of  modern 
agricultural  life.  On  his  advent  here*  the  pioneers 
had  full  chance  to  exercise  their  skill,  for  the  deer 
and  wild  turkey  with  which  the  forests  abounded 
had  hardly  l)ecome  afraid  of  mankind,  and  w^erc 
easily  shot.  The  fii-st  pie  for  which  Mrs.  Bleekman 
could  afford  pastry  was  made  of  venison.  lie  and 
his  wife  have  lived  together  for  alK>ut  forty-six 
years  and  their  friends  hope  that  they  will  have  an 
opportunity  to  celebrate  with  them  their  golden 
wedding.  Sometime  ago  they  took  a  trip  back  to 
their  native  State  and  came  back  more  than  con- 
tented with  their  lot  in  life. 

Mr.  Bleekman  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  fol- 
lowing and  is  a  warm  adherent  of  his  party,  lie 
has  l)een  Justice  of  the  Peace  a  number  of  years 
and  has  also  l)een  Treasurer  and  Highway  Commis- 
sioner, lie  stands  high  in  the  esteem  of  his  fellow- 
townsmen. 


NOBLK.  This  well-known  citizen  and 
farmer  of  repute,  whose  esUite  is  situated 
on  section  1 1,  Unadilla  Township,  Living- 
ston Count}',  is  a  son  of  Albert  C.  Noble, 
a  Connecticut  farmer,  and  Harriet  A.  Woodruff,  a 
native  of  Massachusetts.  These  resj)ectt»d  parents 
weie    married    in    New    York  Avhere  they  re>ided 


until  they  came  to  Michigan  in  June,  1843, 
and  settled  on  an  improved  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty-eight  acres,  whei-e  Charles  Woodruff  now 
lives.  The  father  died  February  15, 1864,  and  the 
mother's  life  ended  July  30,  1871.  Only  two  of 
their  nine  childi*en  have  passed  on  to  the  other 
life.  ITie  mother  was  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  gave  to  her  children  in- 
struction in  the  duties  of  a  religious  life.  The 
father  was  a  stanch  Republican  in  his  political 
views  and  warmly  intei*ested  in  the  prosperity  of 
the  )>arty. 

The  natal  day  of  our  subject  was  November  19, 
18  to,  and  he  first  saw  the  light  in  Monroe  County, 
N.  Y.  As  he  was  a  small  child  when  he  came  to 
Michigan  he  received  his  education  here  in  district 
No,  5,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  began  life  for 
himself.  In  1862,  after  two  years  of  working  for 
neigh l)oring  farmers  he  went  to  Minnesota  and  there 
sj)ent  two  years  working  in  the  pineries,  in  the 
northern  part  of  that  State,  but  about  this  ♦ime  he 
heard  of  the  death  of  his  father  and  decided  filial 
duty  and  inclination  both  led  him  home  to  care  for 
his  mother,  and  he  remained  with  her  until  her 
death  taking  charge  of  the  old  farm. 

Sarah  M.  llaviland  was  the  maiden  name  of  the 
young  lady  who  l)ecame  Mi*s.  Noble,  July  13, 
\H7i*,  She  is  a  daughter  of  Lewis  J.  and  Adeline 
(Stewart)  llaviland,  who  were  early  settlers  in 
Iosco  Township,  this  county,  where  her  father  now 
resides  on  the  old  homestead,  lus  the  mother  had 
passed  away  some  years  ago.  Mrs.  Noble  who  was 
born  June  26,  1845,  in  Iosco  Township,  is  well  ed- 
ucated and  has  taught  school  for  some  fifteen 
terms.  No  children  have  blessed  their  home,  but 
she  has  employed  her  activities  in  outside  work 
which  luis  been  a  benefit  to  the  neighl)orhood.  She 
is  an  efficient  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
She  and  her  husband  adopted  a  young  girl  of  nine 
yeai*s,  Izena  llaviland  by  name,  and  had  her  name 
legally  changed  to  Izena  Noble.  This  daughter 
they  reared  to  womanhood  and  she  is  now  the  wife 
of  William  Cad  well  of  Kast  Jordan,  Mich. 

(hie  hundred  and   ten    acres   of   fine  land  forms 
the  estati'  of  Mr.    Noble    and    ninety    acres  of  this 
•are  under  the    plow.     With    the    exception  of  the 
house  all  the  Imildings    upon    the    farm  have  lH»en 
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put  up  by  him.  licsides  earning  on  general  fann- 
ing he  makes  sometliing  of  a  specialty  of  fine  Me- 
rino i»heep  of  wliieh  lie  now  haj*  .some  s^eventy 
head.  Draft  lionse-i  of  tlie  l*ercheron  and  Clvdes- 
dale  breeds  are  to  lie  found  ujx)n  lii.-*  place  and  he 
has  a  fine  young  mare  of  blooded  stock  which  was 
a  J.  W.  Bailev  colt.  He  has  been  Treasurer  of  the 
school  district  for  six  years  and  is  strongly  devotc»d 
to  the  interests  of  the  Republican  party. 


^^zz: 


^  '    >* 


LONZO  DICKERSON,  deceased.  The  mem- 
ory of  the  good  who  have  departed 
this  life  should  Ik?  tenderly  cherished  by 
those  who  are  left  beliind,  and  the  record 
of  a  man  who  has  achieved  worthy  work  in  a  com- 
munity should  be  kept  green  for  the  benefit  of  the 
rising  generation,  that  they  may  study  and  copy 
the  excellent  traits  which  made  him  worthy  of  their 
re8|)ect.  This  former  prominent  resident  of  Locke 
Township,  Ingham  County,  was  a  native  of  Ontario 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  born  November  27, 
1828.  His  parents  were  Abram  and  Lucretia 
Dickerson.  He  wa^  reared  to  manhood  in  his  na- 
tive county  and  received  the  rudiments  of  his  edu- 
cation in  the  early  schools  of  New  York. 

This  gentleman  was  united  with  the  compauion 
of  his  choice  December  WK  1H">M,  his  luide  being 
Ann  Carr,  who  wjis  born  .luly  23,  1832,  in  Kngland. 
Her  parents  were  Robert  and  Sarah  Carr  and  they 
emigrated  to  this  country  when  their  daughter  was 
l)Ut  four  years  old.  Her  home  was  in  Amsterdam, 
N.  Y.,  until  she  reached  her  n«nth  year.  aTid  then 
her  parents  removed  to  ( )nt:iri<>  County,  where  she 
i>rew  to  maturity.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickerson 
were  born  four  children — Ktta.  now  the  wife  of 
Henry  Rann  of  Sliiawa»ee  County  and  Kiln,  wife 
of  Lyman  Bennett,  of  Perry,  Mich.  The  other 
two  died  in  infancy.  In  lHr)3  our  subject  came 
with  his  wife  and  located  in  Washtenaw  County, 
Mich.,  coming  thence  to  Ingham  County,  where 
they  located  in  Locke  Township,  niakinu  tlieii*  home 
on  the  farm  where  the  widow  now  resides.  Ili-re 
they  lived  from  iHdH  to  1H83  when  Mr.  Dickerson 
died  on    the  last  day  of   the  yeai*.      lie    had    done 


much  pioneer  work  and  had  cleared  up  and  devel- 
oped a  farm.  His  property  was  gained  by  his  own 
exertions,  as  he  had  no  one  to  start  him  in  life.  He 
left  to  his  family  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
land,  one  hundred  of  which  are  now  the  property  of 
the  widow,  and  it  all  re})i-esents  the  pix)duct  of  liis 
life-work. 

In  his  death  the  county  lost  one  of  its  l)est  and 
most  resj)ected  citizens.  He  was  a  Republican  in 
his  i)olitical  views  and  had  served  as  Highway 
Commissioner  in  Ix)cke  Township.  It  is  said  that 
he  had  no  enemies  and  it  is  universally  conceded 
that  Jiis  intelligence  and  enterprise  brought  him 
into  the  front  i-ank  among  the  citizens  of  the  town- 
ship. His  widow  is  prominent  in  social  and  church 
circles,  being  a  meml)er  of.  the  Cnit<?d  Brethren 
Cljurch. 


-t^^  ^'i^^*-* 


^^>||f<^^^.^ 


^HARLKS  11.  GIBRS.  Although  in  the  meri- 
i/i  ^^  dian  of  life,  our  subject  is  to  the  •*  manor 

ii^  born  "  of  the  agricultural  fraternity.  He 
was  born  June  (5,  184;"),  in  the  t<^)wn  of  Avon,  Oak- 
land County,  this  State,  and  is  a  son  of  Graham 
and  Amanda  (Toms)  Ciibbs.  He  is  a  grandson  of 
Calvin  Gil)bs,  who  was  lx)rn  in  New  York,  and  who 
was  by  calling  a  farmer.  He  died  while  compara- 
tively a  y<ning  man,  l)ut  was  the  father  <»f  four 
son>  and  four  daughters.  The  sons  were  Calvin, 
Moni<>e,(iraham  and  Austin.  The  dauijhtei*s  wen* 
.lulia,  Clarissa,  Emily  and  Charlotte. 

The  grandsire  of  the  worthy  subj(H*t  of  our 
sketch  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Maconih 
County  alM)ut  1822  or  182.*$.  He  staid  for  a  time 
at  Hed  River,  and  then  pnx'eeded  to  Troy,  Oak- 
land County,  where  he  died  in  1824.  His  widow 
afU'rward  married  a  Mr.  Marvin,  and  her  decea><' 
took  place  in  .^t.  .lohn's,  in  1880  at  the  age  of 
ninety-two  years.  She  was  ji  lifelon<r  memhor 
of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  a  devoted  and  con- 
si>tent  Christian.  Our  subject's  father  was  Um\ 
in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  witli  his  parent;' 
came  to  Michigan  and  settled  in  Avon,  l>cingoneof 
the  very  t\v>i  to  settle  in  Oakland  County,  lie 
now  lives  in  P<mtiac,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight. 
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His  wife  still  survives.  They  are  the  parents  of 
two  children — Emma  and  Charles  H.,  the  latter 
l>eing  the  gentleman  of  whom  we  write.  The 
family  are  of  the  Episcopal  persuasion. 

Mr.  Gibbs'  mother  was  bom  in  Bloomfield,  N. 
Y.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Alvin  and  Minerva 
(Phelps)  Toms,  and  was  one  of  seven  cliildren 
born  to  her  parents,  there  l)eing  three  sons — Rol)- 
ert  P.,  Joel  P.  and  Justice  W.  The  daughtei-s 
were  Olive,  who  was  Mrs.  Wilcox;  Amanda,  who 
married  Mr.  Gibl)8,  and  Maria,  wife  of  Judge 
Powell,  llie  family  is  of  Scotch  ancestry.  The 
early  training  of  our  subject  was  that  of  a  farmer's 
lad,  and  the  rudiments  of  his  education  were 
acquired  in  the  district  sc»hool  in  the  vicinity  of 
his  home.  He  also  went  to  Pontiac*  to  school. 
At  sixteen  years  of  age  he  began  his  work  as  a 
bread-winner,  entering  a  store  at  Saginaw. 

In  December,  1864,Mr.Gibbs  enlisted  in  the  army 
and  was  assigned  to  duty  as  teamster  in  a  wagon 
train,  serving  most  of  the  time  on  the  road  between 
Kaleigh  and  Springfield,  Mo.  At  twenty- three 
years  of  age,  having  purchased  eighty  acres  of  his 
father's  farm  he  l)egan  life  for  himself.  With  the 
exception  of  one  year  s})ent  in  Waterford  and 
one  at  Knoxville,  our  subject  lived  on  the  old 
homestead  until  1885.  lie  then  sold  his  place  and 
went  to  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  in  August,  1888,  where 
he  purchased  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  where 
he  resides  on  section  ;>,  of  Deerfield  Township  on 
the  place  known  as  the  Haw  ley  farm. 

The  farm  upon  which  Mr.  (Jibbs  resides  is  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  county;  his  barns  arc  very 
large  and  well-built;  his  residence  is  a  home  of 
comfort  and  t*njo3'ment;  his  fields  are  well  tilled 
and  the  stock  sleek  and  well  fed.  Previous  to 
this  time  he  was  a  dairyman.  He  had  the  first 
herd  of  (iuernsey  cattle  in  Michigan.  The  subject 
of  our  sket<*h  is  a  fervent  Reiiublican  in  his  polit- 
ical belief.  He  was  married  »Iune  13,  18()8  to  Eva 
L.  Davis,  who  wa.s  Inyru  in  Avon,  August  2J),  1802. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Harry  W.  and  Elizabeth 
(Swan)  Davis  natives  of  Mndison  and  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  respectively.  Mr.  Davis  was  a  farmer  and 
came  to  Avon,  Oakland  Count  v  in  an  earlv  da  v. 
He  there  resided  until  his  death  which  occurred  in 
1858.     He  was  an  old  soldier  in  the  Mexican  War. 


The  two  children  Ivorn  to  him  and  his  wife  were 
Eva  L.  and   Harrv  J.     Mrs.  Gibl)s*   father  was   a 

ft' 

son  of  Isaac  and  Roxy  (Wilson)  Davis,  who  came 
to  Madison  from  Connecticut  at  an  early  day. 
He  died  in  the  first-named  place  and  his  widow 
came  to  Michigan,  her  decease  occurring  in  New 
York,  in  1866  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years. 
Four  children  have  graced  the  domestic  realm,  of 
which  our  subject  is  head.  They  are  Eddy  C, 
Harrv  G.,  Emma  M.  and  Amelia  M. 


\T  INTSFORD  B.  DEMEREST.  Truth  and 
purity  in  the  end  always  win  the  day,  and 
I;  the  exponents  of  tiiese  principles  inevitably 
gain  an  asc'.mdency  over  those  wh<:»  are  careless  as 
to  these  potent  principles.  He  of  whom  we  write 
has  alwa3's  adhered  to  the  principles  of  temper- 
ance, morality  and  truth,  and  has  the  respect  and 
regard  of  his  fellow-men.  He  is  a  farmer  living 
on  section  28,  Handy  Township,  Livingston 
County,  and  is  the  ju-oprietor  of  eighty  acres  of 
land  which  he  devotes  for  the  most  part  to  the 
raising  of  Short-horn  cattle,  hoi*ses,  sheep,  hogs, 
etc.  His  place  is  one  of  the'representative  farms 
of  his  township,  being  a  model  of  neatness, 
scientific  culture  and  productivess. 

Mr.  Demerest  is  a  native  of  the  Wolverine  State 
and  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  condition 
of  it*i  soil,  its  atmo»i)here,  etc.,  and  thus  has  the 
advantage  over  many  agriculturists  who  are 
obliged  to  familiarize  themselves  witii  a  new  tract. 
He  was  born  in  Ypsilanti,  Washtenaw  County,  this 
State,  the  16th  of  August,  1843,  and  is  a  s(m  of 
John  and  Ann  K.  (Dey)  Demerest,  natives  of  Rock- 
land and  Seneca  Counties,  N.  Y.  John  Demerest 
came  to  Washtenaw  County,  Micii.,  in  the  year  of 
1841,  and  was  here  married.  '  He  came  to  Living- 
ston County  in  October,  1849,  and  settled  in  the 
same  township  where  he  has  since  lived.  Since 
being  here  he  has  held  tiie  office  of  Commissioner. 
Our  sul)ject*s  paternal  grandparents  were  John 
a  n  d  N  a  n  cy  ( Pi  I  i  U 1  ps )  1  )enie  rest,  n  at  i  ves  of  Rock  Ian  d 
Couiity.  They  came  to  Michigan  in  1842, settling  in 
Alleti:an  Countv,  where  thev  lived  for  two  or  three 
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years  and  then  removed  to  this  county.  Our  sub- 
ject's grandfather  who  was  a  Demwrat,  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812.  Nancy  PliillipV  father 
was  Gilbert  Phillij>s,  a  native  of  New  York,  where 
he  carried  on  his  ti-ade,  which  wjis  that  of  a  carpen- 
ter and  joiner.  lie  also  was  a  Democrat  as  is  the 
father  of  our  subject. 

The  immediate  progenitors  of  our  sul)ject  still 
occupy  the  old  homestead  which  their  son  and  our 
subject  conducts.  The  father  is  si»venty-six  years 
of  age  and  his  wife  sixty-six  years  old.  They 
have  only  two  children,  he  of  wlumi  we  write,  and 
William.  The  latter  is  a  druggist  in  Webberville. 
He  has  a  very  pleasant  home  over  which  presides 
his  wife,  who  was  in  her  maiden  days  a  Miss  Marv 
Cruse,  of  Marion  Township,  lioth  husband  and 
wife  are  meml)ei-s  of  the  Methodist  Kpiscoj)al 
Chuix^h,  and  William  is  a  Democrat  and  an  Odd 
Fellow. 

Our  subject  was  educated  in  Handy  Township 
and  then  took  a  commercial  course  at  Albion,  this 
State.  He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he 
followed  for  some  veai-s.     He  has  always  made  his 

«  ft 

home  with  his  parents  and  since  1879  has  taken 
charge  of  the  farm.  The  confidence  that  his  fel- 
low townsmen  repose  in  his  judgment  and  ability 
is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  luis  been  elected  to 
fill  several  township  oflices,  having  held  that  <if 
Treasurer  for  two  years. 

Mr.  Lint>ford  Denieresl  was  united  in  marriage 
in  1871  to  Miss  Matilda  A.  Saunders.  Slic  was  a 
daughter  of  Frederick  an<l  Mary  (Love)  Saunders, 
natives  of  Knglan<l,  who  came  to  America  in  the 
early  history  of  Michigan  and  settled  in  the  town- 
ship  of  Marion,  this  county,  where  they  engaged 
in  farming.  The  mother  died  in  Shiawassee 
County,  to  which  i>lace  they  had  moved  in  the 
Spring  of  I87r).  Mi'.  SaundiMs  i>  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative agricultural  men  of  that  county  and  has 
been  very  sucees>ful  in  his  business.  Mrs.  Demerest 
died  November  (>.  188.'>.  lie  contracted  a  second 
marriaije.  Miss  Mary  .I.Saunders  becoming  his  wife 
April  6.  1888.     She  is  a  sister  of  his  tirst  wife. 

Our  subject  luus  a  family  of  three  children, 
whose  names  are  Alta  AF.,  Hertha  B.  and  Laveine.I. 
Mr.  Demerest  now  l)elongs  to  the  Industrial  party. 
He  is  also  a  member  of    the  Farmer's   Alliance  and 


of  the  (i range.  In  their  church  associations  he 
and  his  wife  are  connected  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  of  which  body  our  subject  is 
Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trustees.  He  is  a  be- 
liever in  the  tem|^rance  cause,  as  he  is  in  all  pro- 
gressive movements,  but  that  of  temperance  is 
particularly  vital  to  him  and  he  would  gladly  do 
all  he  could  to  see  it  advanced.  Mr.  Deraei^est  is  a 
man  who  is  looked  up  to  with  all  deference  and 
regard    by    his    ass<x*iates    and    fellow-townsmen. 


OHN  E.  CLEMKXIX  Not  a  few  of  the 
farmei's  of  Marion  Township,  Livingston 
County,  had  their  nativity  in  this  very 
county,  and  among  such  we  find  some  who 
are  of  foreign  parentage,  but  who  have  bix)uglit 
inherited  traitvS  to  l)ear  in  developing  the  newer 
civilization  of  our  Western  country.  He  of  whom 
we  write  was  bom  of  English  parentage  in  Marion 
Township  in  January,  1849. 

Thomas  Clements,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was^ 
born  in  England  in  1817,  and  although  he  had 
very  scant  opportunities  for  an  education  devoted 
himself  with  great  industry  and  foresight  to  hi? 
work  as  a  farmer.  Finding,  however,  that  there 
was  but  little  opj)ortunity  for  him  to  attain  much 
financial  success  in  the  old  country,  he  detennined 
to  come  to  America.  After  spending  sf)me  time  in 
the  Inited  States  and  Canada,  Thomas  Clement.-^ 
ri'turnecl  to  England  to  bring  hence  the  one  whom 
he  had  chosen  as  his  wife — Martha  Holmes.  Ipou 
his  return  to  this  country  he  came  to  Deti'oit.  and 
in  \H[')  made  his  home  in  Marion  Township,  where 
he  first  bought  eighty  acres  which  he  afterwanl 
disposed  of  and  bought  one  hundred  in  another 
part  of  the  township,  and  somewhat  later  added  to 
it  by  purchase  of  another  hundred. 

The  father  of  our  subject  resides  now  on  s^ection 
17,  Marion  Township,  and  of  his  nine  children  our 
subject  was  the  third  in  order  of  age.  In  li^Goho 
lost  the  wife  of  his  youth  and  in  1867  he  wasaijaiu 
united  in  marriage.  By  this  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Mary  Ann  Robbing,  he  has  one  daughter. 
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His  political  views  brin^  him  in  sympathy  with  tlie 
Democratic  party.  One  of  the  most  interesting 
experiences  of  liis  life  is  his  trip  to  California  in 
1852,  when  he  went  overland  and  spent  a  year  or 
two  in  the  mines,  coming  home  by  way  of  Panama. 
At  one  time  while  on  his  trip  the  party  left  the 
trail  and  took  a  short  cut,  durin|j^  which  excui-sion 
they  were  attacked  by  Indians.  Once  when  he  was 
untying  his  hoi*se  an  arrow  from  an  Indian  l)ow 
struck  the  tree  over  his  head  and  he  only  escaped 
by  the  speed  of  his  horse.  He  stopped  at  Salt  Lake 
City  where  he  had  the  questionable  distinction  of 
stacking  grain  for  Brigham  Yoimg. 

In  early  youth  our  subject's  school  advantages 
were  limited  but  lie  was  not  content  with  a  narrow 
education.  He  therefore  after  reaching  his  majority 
worked  until  he  had  earned  $200  and  then  devot<id 
that  sum  to  his  expense^s  while  at  school  in  Howell. 
He  then  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land  to  which  he  has  since  added  twenty  more, 
and  in  1874  he  married  Lydia  Papworth,  daughter 
of  Thomas  Papworth,  an  Englishman,  who  had 
seven  childi*en,  his  daughter  Lydia  being  born  in 
1850.  To  this  wife  were  lK)rn  three  children,  Ida 
L.,  (ieorge  G.and  (irace.  In  1887  Mrs.  Lydia  Cle- 
ments was  called  to  her  eternal  home. 

The  lad}'  who  now  presides  with  so  much  grace 
and  dignity  over  the  household  of  Mr.  Clements 
was,  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  with  him,  a  widow, 
having  one  child,  Alice  J.  She  was  Mrs.  Kllen 
(Twilley)  Beach,  daughter  of  James  Twilley,  who 
c^me  to  Brighton  from  England  at  an  early  dtiy 
and  had  a  family  of  five  daughters.  Mi-s.  Clements 
was  l)orn  in  England  in  1848  and  she  has  now  two 
beautiful  children,  (iail  H.  and  (Uendon  T.  While 
the  Protestant  Methodist  Church  was  being  built 
in  West  Marion  Mr.  Clement**  was  one  of  the  Trus- 
tees who  had  charge  of  that  responsible  work  and 
he  is  now  Steward  in  this  church,  where  he  and 
his  wife  are  active  and  devout  inembei-s. 

The  declarations  of  the  Democratic  parly  oni- 
lK)dy  the  political  views  of  Mr.  Clements,  and  he 

is  active  in  his  advocacy  of  the  claims  of  that  pnrtv. 

.'  I       • 

He  was  the  first  Township  Superintendent  of 
Schools  which  Marion  Township  ever  had, and  has 
also   filled    with   efliciencv  and  satisfaction   to  his 

• 

constituents  the  oHices  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 


Supervisor.  He  is  now  starting  into  the  fruit  bus- 
ini'ss  and  has  from  four  hundred  to  five  hundred 
peach  trees,  twenty  pear  trees  and  forty  plum  trees 
u})on  his  place.  He  has  also  planted  one  hundred 
grape  vines  and  one  hundred  dewberry  bushes. 
His  registered  (Jalloway  cattle  are  valuable  ad- 
junct**  of  his  farm  and  he  has  some  of  the  l>est 
sheep  for  fine  wool  in  the  township,  but  they  are 
not  of  the  registered  grades. 


SL 
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\lu-.  ON.  JACOB  KANOrSE.     Undoubtedly    of 
il  German   descent,  our  subject  belongs  to  a 
family  whose  more  recent  representatives 
have  l>een  closely  associated  with  the  growth 
and  history  of  New  Jei>ey.     The  representative  of 
the  present  generation,  of   whom   we  are  writing, 
residing  in  Cohot^'tah  Township,  has  been  a  Repre- 
sentative of  his  district  in   the  State  Legiilature. 
Now    one   of   the   leading   farmers    and   citizens 
of  this  vicinity,  he  was  born  August  23,   1817,  in 
the  town  of  Rockaway,  Morris  County,  N.  J.,  and 
is  a  s(m  of  Peter  and  Sarah  (Cook)  Kanouse,  and  a 
grandson  of  Jacob  Kanouse,  who  in  turn  was  a  son 
of  Jacob  Kanouse,  who  came   from  (iermanv.     He 
came   here  in  Colonial  days  and  was  a  representa- 
tive of  the  class  of  toilers  whose  native  shrewdness 
and  wit  wjis  their  only  stock  in  trade,  for  he  was 
sold  to   pay   his    pa^sage    hither.     His   wife,    who 
accompanied  him,  was  also  sold  to  the  same  man  to 
whom  her  husband  was  bound,  and   together  they 
served    for  seven   years,  after  which  they  married 
and  were  successful  in   accumulating  a   handsome 
property,   comprising  over  two  hundred  acres  of 
land.     The  first  wife,  who  was  the  companion   of 
his  days  of  poverty  and  privation,  bore  him  four 
cliildreii.  all  sons;  she  died  and  he  married  again. 
The  second  wife  presented  him  with  three  sons  and 
one  daugliter.     As  was  tlie  custom  at  that  time,  on 
the  decease  of  the  first  wife  she  was  interred  on  his 
farm.     The  frame  house  in  which  thev  lived  when 
beginning    life    still  stands,  and    his  descendants, 
who  are  very  numerous,  find  in  it  a  fitting   memo- 
rial of  the  industry,  saeiifice,  prudence  and  economy 
of  their  early  progenitor. 
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Our  subject's  ^randfatlior  was  born  in  Morris 
County,  X.  J.,  and  was  reared  a  fanner.  As  the 
domestic  altar  was  raised  the  household  was  en- 
larged to  include  four  sons,  whose  names  were 
.Joseph,  Pel«r,  Frederick  and  Conrad,  all  of  whom 
married,  with  the  exception  of  Conrad,  who  died 
in  the  War  of  1812.  The  father  died  in  New  Jer- 
sey. Our  sul)ject's  father,  Peter  Kanouse,  was  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  and  early  learned  the  black- 
smith's  trade.  During  the  War  of  1812  he  went  to 
New  York  City  to  help  defend  the  city,  and  in 
1836  he  determined  to  strike  out  in  a  new  line 
from  the  rest  of  his  family  and  came  West,  going 
up  the  Hudson  Hiver  and  west  by  the  Krie  Canal  to 
Buffalo,  where  he  took  a  boat  for  I)eti*oit,  and  set- 
tled in  the  town  of  Binns,  in  Shiawassee  County, 
this  State.  He  entered  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  (m  section  27.  Of  thi*<  he  gave  each 
of  his  children  eighty  acres,  reserving  a  life  inter- 
est in  eighty  acres  for  himself.  Originally  he  was 
a  Whig,  but  later  l)ecame  a  Republican.  Ilis 
decease  took  place  on  the  farm  which  he  had  pur- 
chased, August  24,  1871,  at  which  time  he  lacked 
only  four  m<mths  of  being  eighty  years  of  age. 
The  father  of  six  children,  only  four  grew  to  mat- 
urity;  thes€»  are  Jacob,  Kdmund,  Peter  and  Agnes. 
These  all  reared  families.  Adherents  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  our  subject's  father  and  mother 
wrre  the  first  representatives  of  that  body  in  this 
section  and  were  instrumental  in  organizing  a 
church  of  that  denomination  here.  At  the  time  of 
their  advent  here  theie  was  no  store,  mill  or 
church  within  foity  miles.     For  twenty  years  after 

•  •        • 

coming  to  this  State  the  elder  Mr.  Kanouse  worked 
at  his  trade. 

The  mother  of  the  original  of  our  sk(*tch  was 
born  in  171)3.  in  New  Jer>ey.  She  was  n  dauy:hter 
of  Henry  and  Sarah  (Hyeison)  Cook,  fanners  of 
New  Jersey  of  Holland-Dutch  origin.  They  had 
four  sons  and  fonr<lauglit(M>.  ( )ur. subject's  inoth(>r 
died  September  12,  1H7().  Mr.  Kanouse  received 
only  a  common-school  education  in  his  youth;  he 
is    i\    man,    h<»\veyer,  to  make*   the   most  of   every 

• 

opportunity  and  has  lemoned  much  by  o])>eryation. 
As  soon  MS  he  was  strong  enouLrh  to  >winir  the 
hammer  he  iM'gan  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  black- 
smith  and   when   seventeen    years  of  a^e   went   to 


New  York  City,  where  he  worked  for  one 
year,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  came  to 
Michigan  with  his  father  and  for  forty  years 
was  engaged  in  working  at  his  trade;  at  the 
same  time  he  was  the  proprietor  of  farminjr 
intei*e^ti?.  His  trade,  which  was  chiefly  the  ironing 
of  bi-eaking  plows,  left  him  time  to  attend  sue- 
t»essfully  to  his  other  Inisiness.  On  coming  to  the 
State  he  entered  land,  which  was  afterward  j)at- 
ented  by  his  father,  and  cleared  twenty  acres  of 
the  eighty,  which  was  his  portion  of  the  estate. 

In  1844  he  of  whom  we  write  sold  his  tract  and 
bought   two  hundred  and   ninety  aci^es  where  he 
now  i-esides  on  section  o,  Cohoctah  Tomiship,  Liv- 
ingston County,  paying  ^:i   \}Qr  acre   for  his  pur- 
chase.    He  made  a  jmyment  by  trade  in  flour  at  Jf4 
per  barrel,  drawing  it  to  Detroit  and  Pontiac,  and 
did   not   free   his  place  from  debt  for  ^ve  yeai-s, 
although    he    was    quite  successful   in    crops,     lie 
planted   forty   acres  to  wheat  the  tii-st  vear  and  it 
yielded  him  a  return  of  five  hundred  bushels.     Fur 
a  time  he  wjis  very  closely  pressed  for  the  necessi- 
ties of  life,  but  sinw  that  time  he  has  never  wanted 
for  anything.     For  twent\'  yeai*s  his  brother  Peter 
was  in   business  with  him.     They  kept  no  account 
whatever  of  the  possessions  of  either,  but  at  the  eud 
of  that  time  divided  the  farm  and   each   to<»k  half 
of  everything.     Our  subject  now   owns  one  hun- 
dred and  five  acres,  having  given  ten  acres  to  liis 
son  and  sold,  him  twenty  acres,  besides  fifteen  acre? 
disjiosed  of  to  another. 

Mr.  Kanouse  and  his  brother  made  all  tlu' 
improvements  that  the  estate  Ik )asts.  Our  su!>jecl 
served  for  six  or  eight  yeai-s  as  Supervisor  of  tlic 
lownshi]),  his  fii-st  election  taking  place  in  IH.jl. 
He  was  also  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twelve  voar> 
and  wjis  elected  to  the  State  Legislature  in  IHBii. 
an<l  although  the  p<»pular  majority  was  against  him, 
he  received  the  election  by  a  majority  of  seventeen, 
and  while  thus  engaged  served  on  the  State  Affairs 
Committee.  In  the  fall  of  1872  he  was  eleetnl 
Probate  Judge,  and  as  a  Republican  has  been  active 
and  influential  in  j)olitics,  and  is  proud  of  having 
been  one  of  the  original  Abolitionists. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Kanouse  took  place  Decem- 
ber 17,  18  10.  at  which  time  he  was  made  one  with 
Miss  Malx'l  Drake,  who  is  a  native  of  Alleo-h;uiv 
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County,  N.  Y.,  and  adaugliterof(Tideon  and  Maria 
(Pope)  Drake,  who  came  to  Adrian,  Mich.,  in  the 
fall  of  1835,  thence  removing,  in  1838,  to  Burnt* 
Township,  where  he  entered  and  cleared  a  farm. 
(Jur  subject  and  hih  wife  are  the  parents  of  fom* 
children — Luther  C,  Mary  A.,  Kmma  J.  and  Nettie 
fJ.  The  eldest  son  was  a  lieutenant  in  the  late 
war,  belonging  to  the  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalry. 
Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  William  Randall;  Kmma  is 
tlie  wife  of  George  E.  Foster.  In  1864  our  subject 
was  appointed  by  Gov.  Blair  to  go  South  and  take 
the  votes  of  the  soldiers  of  the  Fii-st,  Fifth,  Sixth 
and  Seventh  Michigan  Cavalry.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kanouse  have  l)een  active  membei^s  of  the  regular 
Baptist  Church  for  fifty  yeai^s  and  our  sul)ject  has 
served  as  Deacon  and  Clerk  for  man}'  years.  Both 
are  members  of  the  first  church  organized  here. 


«-•- 


^ii: 


^ 


^^  EV.  WINFIELD  S.  SLY  is  the  founder  and 
general  manager  of  the  Rocky  Beach  Be- 
nevolent Association,  which  was  organized 
v^for  the  purpose  of  rescuing  and  placing 
orphans  and  indigent  children  in  good  private 
homes.  Its  central  office  is  at  I^nnsing,  where  all 
gifts  and  correspondence  should  be  addressed  to  the 
general  manager.  It  was  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  the  State  in  1888  with  our  subject  as 
President  and  (ieneral  Manager,  T.  Slenou,  M.  D., 
of  Jackson,  Mich.,  ;is  first  vice-president,  W.  S. 
Moore,  of  Jackson,  second  vice-president,  J.  X. 
Graham,  of  this  citv  as  secretary  and  E.  B.  Car- 
rier,  treasurer.  The  institution  is  supported  by 
free-will  offerings.  The  children"  are  maintained  in 
receiving  homes  in  I^ansing  or  remain  in  the  insti- 
tution at  Ro(^ky  I^ach  until  j)ermanent  homes  can 
l)e  secured  for  them. 

This  institution  has  been  greatly  prospered. 
l)e^sides  having  found  places  for  many  little  ones 
who  might  otherwise  have  lK*en  miserably  left  to 
grow  up  tf)  lives  of  ignorance  and  crime.  Buildings 
are  being  erected  on  handsome  grounds  belonging 
to  the  association  on  the  south  shore  of  Ihe  Little 
Traverse  Bav.  Here  children  fourteen  vears  (►Id 
or  under,  are  taken  under  the  care  of  competent 


matrons  and  preceptoi*s  apj>ointed  by  the  associ- 
ation until  of  age  or  adoption  by  private  families, 
and  that  the  milk  of  human  kindness  is  richer  than 
often  it  is  credited  with  being,  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  the  people  of  this  and  other  states  have 
sent  in  applications  often  amounting  in  number 
to  more  than  there  are  children  in  the  institution, 
offering  to  give  these  homeless  waifs  comfortable 
homes  and  piotection,  with  such  educational  ad- 
vantages as  they  are  obliged  to  guarantee  the  asso- 
ciation before  it  will  give  them  into  their  charge. 

The  association  is  exceptionally  well  organized 
and  is  reaching  out  a  l)eneficient  arm  to  all  parts 
of  the  country.  They  aim  to  have  a  local  Su|)er- 
intendent  and  Advisory  Board  in  every  rural 
school  district,  and  in  every  ward  of  large  cities, 
and  in  each  town  and  village  to  receive  or  collect 
supplies  or  money  and  to  ascertain  what  homes  or 
families  desire  to  adopt  children.  They  also  find 
and  report  to  Mr.  Sly,  the  general  manager,  such 
children  as  are  in  need  of  homes.  The  institution 
is  distinctively  religious  l)ut  not  sectarian.  It  has 
had  the  highest  degree  of  encouragemei  t  in  re- 
ceiving offei's  of  homes  from  a  moral  and  high 
class  of  people.  Es[)ecial  attention  is  given  to  the 
class  of  applicants  and  homes  in  which  the  wards 
of  the  institution  are  placed. 

The  scope  of  the  work  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Sly 
has  organized  is  not  confined  to  the  State,  but  is 
national  in  that  it  has  offerings  and  applications 
for  children  from  almost  every  state  and  territory 
in  the  Union,  l)esides  from  Canada  and  Mexico. 
The  Orphuna'  Voice  the  organ  of  the  association 
IS  a  folio  pubUshed  monthly'  in  the  interest  of  the 
institution  and  has  at  present  a  circulation  of 
1  (),()()(»  copies.     This  is  edited  by  our  subject. 

Rev.  Win  field  S.  Sly  was  lH)ni  in  Ix)ckport,  111., 
August  21,  1848  and  is  a  s<m  of  Seneca  Sly.  He 
received  his  education  at  the  Northwestern  I'ui- 
vorsity  at  Evanston,  Ills.,  and  also  studied  at  the 
(ia-rett  Biblical  Institute,  and  was  ordained  to  the 
ministry  in  1869,  his  first  charge  lieing  in  Kin- 
inundy,  of  that  State,  thereafter  serving  as  pastor 
at  Shipman  and  Alton,  Ills.,  and  at  PetoPky, 
Jackson  and  Lansing.  Mich.  His  time  is  now 
exclusively  occupied  in  Evangelistic  work  and  in 
connection  with  the  orphans'  mission. 


866 
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When  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  of  a^e.  onr  suhjecl*s 
blood  was  stirred  by  the  accounts  of  the  heroism 
of  our  nation's  preservei-s,  and  he  enlisted  in 
Company  II,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thirty- 
second  Illinois  Infantrv  and  was  sen<^  to  the  de- 
jMirtmentof  the  Cumberland.  He  was  en^t^ed  the 
most  of  his  time  on  garrison  duty  in  Kentucky, 
and  remained  in  the  army  until  the  expimtion 
of  his  term  of  service  near  the  close  of  the 
war.  Our  subject  married  Miss  Maggie  W.  AVool- 
worth,  who  as  an  orphan  child,  was  adopted  from 
the  American  Female  (iuardian  Srx'ietv  of  New 
York  Citw  bv  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paris  Woolworth,  of 
Plainfield,  Ills.,  and  by  them  reared  as  their  own 
child  until  she  was  married.  From  her  Mr.  Slv 
received  his  first  stimulus  to  his  work  and  she  is 
now  an  able  assistant  in  the  good  that  is  Iwing 
done  by  the  association.  They  have  one  daughter 
who  is  twelve  years  of  age.  Her  name  is  Fannie 
W.  and  their  tender  love  for  her  makes  them 
more  appreciative  of  the  position  and  the  dangers 
that  surround  a  young  person  who  is  without 
parents  and  left  to  the  mercies  of  the  world. 


i 


'i"l"l*4' 
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'^)  ''-^'^'^^^'^  ^'-  'JHWKIT.  dealer  in  hnrdwnie, 
stoves,  ranges,  steam-fittings.  eU*.  m  Howell, 
Livin<i:ston  Coiintv,  was  horn  here  in  1H47, 
and  resides  in  his  birth-place.  lie  is  the  son  of 
the  lion,  (ieorge  W.  and  Annis  P.  (Melendy) 
.lewett,  natives  of  Durham,  Conn,  and  of  New 
Hampshire  respectively.  The  father's  younger 
(hiys  were  spent  in  the  mercantile  busines*^  and  at 
the  ai2:e  of  twentv-one  he  removed  to  Moravia.  N. 
v..  where  for  s(»veral  yeai*s  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile tiade  and  was  married.  Shortlv  after  this 
event  he  left  New  York  in  the  fall  of  18:W)  and 
came  to  Michigan,  where  he  hK'ated  four  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  Livinirston  Count v,  one  hundred 
acres  of  it  Ivinii:  within  the  citv  limit  of  Howell. 

(ieorge  .lewett  I'eturned  Kast  and  l>rought  on  his 
bride  to  this  new  and  wild  home.  He  built  the 
first  frame  residence  in  the  citv  and  lived  in  it  for 
three  vears  after  winch  he  built  the  maufnificent 
home   which   still    remains  on    his  farm  half  a  mile 


from  the  court-house.  He  died  in  1851  and  his 
wife,  in  1877.  He  filled  various  im|)ortant  ottiee>, 
being  the  first  County  Clerk  and  lieing  twice  a 
member  of  tlie  legislature.  He  did  much  lnisine>s 
for  others  and  whs  a  very  active  and  prominent 
business  man  thoroughout  his  life.  He  and  his 
wife  were  charter  membei*^  of  the  Presbvterian 
Church  which  he  heli)ed  to  organize  and  build. 

The  children  of  the  Hon.  George  W.  and  Annis 
.lewett  are  William  B.,  Jeanette,  Sarah  F.,  Mary. 
Lizzie,  Kllen,  and  our  subject.  Their  mother  was 
one  of  the  mot*t  practical  and  eaimble  women  in 
Michigan  and  after  her  husband's  death  attended 
to  the  business  of  his  large  estate,  and  in  her  busi- 
ness management  she  was  complimented  by  men 
of  affairs.  Ik*sides  these  active  qualities  she  had 
unusual  literary  attainments  and  refinement  and 
also  took  a  leading  part  in  church  matters,  doing 
much  especially  to  support  the  musical  part  of  tlie 
church  service. 

Aft4»r  working  ui>on  the  old  homestead  until  he 
was  twentv-two,  Mr,  »Tewett  embarked  in  the  busi- 
ness  which  now  engages  him.  He  built  the  Jewett 
Block  in  1872  and  is  ime  of  the  organizei-s  and  direct- 
oi-s  and  President  of  the  Electric  Light  C(^mj>any 
of  Howell  and  has  l)een  in  the  Citv  Council  three 
times.  Thirtv  acres  of  the  old  farm  have  been 
platted  and  sold  as  the  Jewett  Addition  and  lie 
still  rctams  fifteen  acres  about  the  old  home.  He 
was  married  in  188.S  to  Miss  Eva  A.,  a  daughter  of 
Edwanl  J.  and  Cornelia  A.  (Howland)  Mills,  and 
she  has  two  children,  Annis  C.  and  Charles  (i. 
Thev  arc  Initli  members  of  the  Presbvterian  Chiuvli 
an<l  Mrs.  .lewett  is  a  woman  of  fine  literarv  attain- 
ment.s  and  musical  'ibilitv. 

The  family  to  \^ijich  the  H<m.  (Jeorge  W.  .Jewett 
belonged  has  Ix^en  considerablv  not<?d    in    business 
and   manufacturing  circles.     His  brother,   Samuel 
P.,  was  lu'ominentlv   identified  with    the   business 
interest-s  of  Ann  Arbor  and  for  twentv   vears  was 
the   Chicago  Agent  for  the  manufacturing  firm  of 
,Iew(»tt  iS:  H(K>t  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.     Another  brother. 
John  C.,  of  Buffalo,  has  the  largest  factory  in   the 
world    for  the   making  of   refrigeratoi*s  and   bird- 
cages, while  Sherman  S.  has  also  l)een  in  the  manu- 
facturing biLsiness  for  fifty-five  yeai-s  at    Buffalo, 
and  (luernsey  is  a  capitalist  at  Moravia,  X.  Y.    Dr. 
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Charles^  of  Moravia,  now  decea^sed,  had  one  of  the 
mofet  beautiful  places  in  that  section  and  James  II., 
of  Buffalo,  a  manufacturer  of  booti?  and  shoes,  is 
also  an  enterprising  and  successful  business  man. 

AVKRNK  IX  BROKAW.  The  prominent 
and  well-known  farmer  whose  name  we 
now  give  has  his  fine  farm  located  upon 
section  27,  Putnam  Township,  Livingst<m  County, 
one-half  mile  south  from  the  village  of  Pinckney. 
lie  has  good  reason  to  feel  proud  of  his  parentage, 
as  his  father,  Isaac  Brokaw,  was  a  man  of  unusual 
ability  who,  in  company  with  John  C.  Birdsall 
originated  what  is  now  known  as  the  Birdsall 
Clover  lluller.  He  was  a  mechanical  genius  and 
was  always  throughout  life  interested  in  machinery. 
The  machine  was  iii*st  known  as  the  Birdsall  & 
Brokaw  Clover  lluller,  but  Mr.  Brokaw  in  the 
course  of  time  sold  out  his  interest  which  is  now 
held  by  Mr.  Birdsall  of  South  Bend,  Ind. 

Isaac  Brokaw  was  through  most  of  his  life  a 
farmer  and  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.  He 
took  to  wife  Lavina  Catc,  who  wjvs  also  a  native  of 
the  Empire  SUite  and  who  came  with  him  to  Mich- 
igan in  1870,  and  settled  on  the  farm  w^here  our 
subject  now  lives.  She  still  survives,  but  was  be- 
ivaved  of  her  husband  in  a  most  terrible  disaster, 
as  he  was  killed  bv  the  cars  at  Dexter,  Wjishtenaw 
County,  in  1885  when  he  was  sixtv-two  veal's  old. 
Her  three  children  are  all  living,  namely:  our 
subject,  Sarbra  E.  and  Helen  C. 

He  of  whom  we  write  is  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire State  and  was  horn  August  12,  1849.  The 
common  schools  of  his  native  home  supplied  his 
education  and  he  spent  one  year  in  Michigan  some 
twenty-seven  years  ago,  during  which  time  he  at- 
tended the  district  school  here.  He  then  went  to 
the  oil  regions  of  Pennsylvania  and  remained  there 
some  six  vears. 

» 

The  vounijman  now  decided  to  go  West  and  in 
1871  sought  the  great  city  of  Chicago  where  he 
was  engaged  in  boring  artesian  wells.  Still  follow- 
ing the  star  of  em])ire  he  went  to  Ft.  Russell, 
Wyoming  Ty.,  where  he  pursued  the  same  line  of 


work  so  successfully  as  to  build  up  quite  a  reputa- 
tion. After  a  vwir  and  a  half  he  went  into  the 
gold  mines  near  Ft.  Russell  and  also  in  the  region 
of  the  Black  Hills,  Dak.,  and  s|>ent  five  yeai-s  there. 
During  one  year  he  made  three  trips  from  Chey- 
enne to  Deadwood.  That  was  the  year  of  the  Cus- 
ter  massacre  and  as  matters  were  very  much 
unsettled  at  that  time  he  had  frequent  brushes  with 
the  Indians,  but  he  sa^^s  that  during  his  experi- 
ence in  the  oil  region  he  met  a  much  rougher  set  of 
men  than  he  did  in  the  Black  Hills  and  Wyoming. 
As  he  was  not  making  his  fortune  in  the  minces  he 
decided  to  leave  that  part  of  the  country  and  in 
1879  he  came  to  Michigan  and  settled  upon  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides  and  which  has  been  his 
home  from  that  day  to  this. 

Mr,  Brokaw  now  found  a  settled  life  so  much 
more  conducive  to  his  happiness  than  the  roving 
exjHjriences  of  the  i)ast  few  years  that  he  decided 
to  make  his  home  still  more  permanent  by  taking 
to  himself  a  wife,  and  he  was  married  in  1881  to 
Clara  Ix)uise,  daughter  of  (ieorge  and  Martha 
(Allis<m)  Reeves,  who  were  old  settlei*s  in  this 
township  and  who  are  now  both  deceased.  Mrs. 
Brokaw  is  a  native  of  this  township.  One  child 
only  has  been  gi-anted  Uj  this  interesting  couple, 
Kitsey  R.,  who  was  born  »Iuly  12,  1886. 

Mrs.  Brokaw  is  a  lady  of  unusual  intelligence 
and  culture  for  after  availing  hei*sclf  thoroughly  of 
the  advantages  offered  in  the  district  school  she 
had  taken  a  course  of  studv  at  the  seminarv  in 
Monroe,  Mich.,  and  thus  fitted  herself  for  the  posi- 
tion of  a  teacher,  which  she  filled  previous  to  her 
marriage.  Mr.  Brokaw  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Maccal)ees  at  Pinckney  and  in  that  organi- 
zation he  is  Commander. 

Our  subject  has  ever  been  interested  in  political 
themes  and  is  well-read  upon  all  matters  of  public 
interest,  keej)ing  himself  fully  abreast  with  the 
trend  of  the  times.  He  attlliatcs  with  the  Republi- 
can party  and  works  earnestly  for  it**  success.  He 
was  a  candidate  for  Sheriff  on  the  regular  ticket 
but  wivi  defeated.  His  popularity  in  the  township 
is  attested  bv  the  fact,  that  he  is  now  serving  his 
fiftli  term  on  the  Board  of  SujKTvisors  and  he  has 
frequently  been  a  delegate  to  important  political 
conventions.     He   is   a   strictly  temperate  man  in 
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}*nnciple  and  practice  and  an  ardent  supporter  of 
every  movement  looking  toward  morality  and  the 
improvement  of  the  C'ommonwealtii. 

Mr.  lirokaw  devot4»s  liimself  niOv*<tly  to  general 
farming,  carrying  on  tlie  work  on  a  lx*autiful  tract 
of  eighty  acre?*,  lie  is  one  of  tiie  fii-st  to  introduce 
the  Jersey  cattle  into  this  townsliip  and  has  !»een 
unusually  successful  in  handling  them.  lie  also  is 
llnancially  interested  in  the  business  of  threshing 
and  has  been  ever  since  coming  to  this  township. 
I  lis  general  intelligence,  his  broad  exjx»rience  and 
comprehensive  knowledge  of  men  and  the  world 
have  fitted  him  to  take  prominent  places  in  pul)lic 
life  and  he  is  often  called  upon  to  act  for  his  fel- 
low-townsmen in  the  transacti<m  of  public  busi- 
ness. 


ESTVAi  S.  IH'DSON,  of  Unsing,  Ingham 
(ijp)  County,  proprietor  *'The  Senate"  was  born 
^    at  Huron,  Erie  County,  Ohio,  July  12,  1848. 


For  a  sket<*h  of  his  parents  the  reader  will  consult 
the  biographies  of  11.  and  A.  Hudson.  He  was 
reared  in  Huron  and  Milan.  Ohio,  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  Eleven  years  and  then  came  to  lousing, 
where  he  continued  his  education  and  heliH*d  his 
father  until  he  had  passed  the  age  of  nineteen,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  running  a  sample 
room.  lie  l»uilt  Ihe  S<»nate  Hlock,  nn<I  later  rebuilt 
and  remodeled  the  Hn<Isou  Block,  a  large  three- 
sUny  iuiilding  iU]  feet  front  by  HO  feet  deep,  and  is 
half-owner  in  the  i)uilding  nt  the  corner  of  Wa>h- 
iuiTton  Avenue  and  Wn>htenaw  Street. 

Mr.  HudMUi  is  enjzaged  to  some  extent  in  the 
real-estate  business  an<l  has  also  devoted  much 
lime  and  attention  to  breeding  blooded  |)ugs  and 
beagles,  an<l  has  imported  more  pugs  than  any 
other  man  in  the  State.  Some  of  his  dog.s  have  soUl 
at  a  verv  hiirh  tiij^ure  and  one  broui^ht  *7H7.r)(). 
He  has  the  linesl  dog  kennel  in  Michigan. 

Thesubject  of  this  sketch  wa*-  united  in  marriage 
in  London. Canada,  with  Mi>>  Lillie  Iligby.a  native 
<»f  that  cit\  and  tlie\  have  one  a(lo|)ted  child  who 
is  now  ten  yeaisof  age.  Mr.  Hudson  is  a  n]eni]>er 
of  the  Independent  Ordei-  of  Odd  Fellows  and  lie- 
longs  to  the  encampment  at  Lansing.      He  is  also  a 


member  of  the  fraternity  of  Elks  and  of  the 
Ancient  Order  of  Fnited  Workmen,  and  Ls  a  Dern- 
ocrnt  in  his  political  views.  His  wife  is  a  devout 
member  of  St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church. 


ir     ON.  (;eoroe  w.  Bristol  was  born  in 

Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  May  25,  1843, 
and  is  the  .son  of  Huram  and  Nancy  (Oriffin) 
(^)  Bristol,  who  were  pioneers  of  Ingham 
County,  having  settled  two  miles  west  of  Mason  in 
the  fall  of  1818,  whei*e  the  father  cleared  the  first 
five  acres  of  his  farm,  working  nights  after  having 
worked  at  his  trade,  blacksmi thing,  at  Mason  dur- 
ing the  day.  In  1867  Huram  Bristol  removed  to 
Mason  and  engaged  with  I).  .1.  Darrow  in  the  mer- 
cantile business.     He  was  for  manv  vears  Justice  of 

«-      ft 

the  Peace  and  wa**a  man  of  strict  integi'ity,  widely 
known  and  univei-sally  i^e^sjiected.  In  1859  he, 
with  six  others  formed  the  First  Prosbvterian 
Church  of  Mason,  and  served  as  an  Elder  untd  his 
removal  from  the  citv.  He  died  Deeeml^er  30. 
1  «82. 

(ieorge  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  received  a 
good  common-school  education,  afterward  attend- 
ing for  a  time  the  Lansing  Academy,  lleengaged 
in  farming  with  his  father  until  the  vear  1868,  when 
he  came  to  Mason  where  he  has  ever  since  resided, 
and  entered  into  the  employ  of  Bristol  iVr  Darrow 
in  the  dry-goods  business.  In  1870  he  l)egan  the 
study  of  law  under  Judge  Chatterton,  and  in  187;^ 
was  admitted  to  the  bar.  His  principal  practice 
has  l>een  in  the  probate  court. 

Mr.  Bristol  has  held  many  responsible  positions 
and  his  intelligent  a<l ministration  while  holding 
these  positions,  together  with  his  honesty  and  in- 
tegrity of  puipcse,  have  given  him  that  standing 
among  men  that  he  so  richly  deserves.  He  has 
been  City  Attorney.  Supervisor  of  his  ward,  and 
also  member  of  the  School  Board  for  several  ye.ai-s. 
He  has  held  the  otlice  of  Circuit  Court  Commissioner 
of  Ingham  County  for  two  terms,  l>eing  tirst  elected 
in  1H7L  and  at  one  of  these  terms  he  w^as  one  of 
the  only  two  who  were  elected  on  the  Deinocratic 
ticket.     He  was  Secretary  of  the  Ingham  Countv 
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Agricultural  Society  for  twelve  of  tlie  most  suc- 
ces>sful  years  of  its  career.  He  has  been  connected 
with  tlie  probate  ottice  for  a  number  of  yeai*s,  and 
in  1887  was  appointed  Probate  Registrar,  which 
pcKsition  he  held  until  June,  18i)l,  when  upon  the 
resignation  of  Judge  (},  A.  Smith  he  was  appointed 
Probate  Judge  of  Ingham  County,  by  Gov.  AVin- 
ans,  which  ollice  he  now  holds.  His  large  experi- 
ence  in  probate  practice,  and  familiarity  with  the 
details  of  the  ofHc^  make  him  pre-eminently  fitted 
for  this  position. 

Karly  training  left  its  impress  upon  Mr.  liristol 
and  he  has  for  many  veai'slwen  a  meml)er  and  also 
one  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  has  l>een  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
ever  since  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  also 
belongs  to  the  order  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

May  16,  1866,  he  was  married  to  MissHattie  W. 
Stanton,  daughter  of  Daniel  H.  Stanton,  an  early 
pioneer  of  Ingham  County,  having  located  a  farm 
purchased  from  the  (^ovei-nmont  in  the  township  of 
Delhi  in  1841.  Tliey  have  two  daughters;  Hattie 
E.,  the  elder,  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Frank  (t,  Kllett. 
Pastor  of  the  Presbvterian  Church  at  Concord. 
Mich.  Nina  K.  is  a  student  in  the  Literary  De- 
partment of  the  Michigan  Tnivei-sity. 

Politiciillv  Mr.  Bristol  has  always  lK;en  a  stanch 
and  consistent  Democrat,  casting  his  first  vote  for 
(;en.  McClellan  in  1864. 
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OlIN  IIARTMAN.  The  beautiful  home  of 
•this  gentleman  is  one  of  the  pleasant  sights 
which  is  seen  by  the  traveler  along  the  high- 
ways of  (ienoa  Township,  Livingston 
County.  It  is  a  large  brick  house  which  was 
erected  in  1874  at  a  cost  of  some  ♦.S,()()().  and  near 
it  are  tlie  excellent  barns  which  shelter  the  stock 
and  croj)s  of  Mr.  Ilartnian.  This  sturdy  (iernian 
farmer  hfis  made  a  decided  success  of  aiifriculture 
in  liis  adopted  country  and  has  become  thoroughly 
Americanized. 

Our  subject  was  born  in    Hessian   (ierinany,  No- 
yeml)er  3,  1823,  and  his  father,  John  Ilartnian,  Sr., 


had  his  nativity  in  1780.  He  served  in  the  Ger- 
man Army  for  ten  yeai*s  but  never  saw  active  ser- 
vice other  than  throwing  up  fortifications  in  Po- 
land during  the  Napoleonic  wars.  He  came  to 
America  in  1829,  landing  on  the  18th  of  Novem- 
lH»r,  and  at  once  made  his  home  in  Montgomery 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  lived  for  seven  years  and 

ft-    ^  ft' 

then  came  to  Michigan,  reaching  Detroit  in  May 
1886.  During  the  ensuing  February  he  came  to 
Livingst(m  County  and  settled  on  thb*  section 
where  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  from  the 
(Government,  receiving  a  deed  which  was  signed 
by  Martin  Van  Buren.  He  built  a  log  house  in  the 
middle  of  the  eighty  acres  near  to  what  was  known 
as  a  "cat-hole*'  so  that  he  might  easily  procure 
water.  To  this  door  the  friendly  Indians  came 
and  solicited  food.  Deer  were  then  abundant  and 
venison  was  plentiful.  Aft4?r  clearing  up  this  farm 
he  made  it  his  home  until  death  intervened  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  yeai*s. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name 
wa*<  Maria  Rohr,  was  also  l>orn  in  Hessian  Ger- 
many, and  her  children  had  their  nativity  in  the 
fatherland  with  the  exception  of  one.  The  mother 
died  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  and  four  of  her  seven 
children  survived  her.  Ik)th  she  and  her  husband 
were  identified  with  the  German  Lutheran  Church. 
The  home  in  (iermany  and  the  nine  weeks  on  the 
briny  deep  are  remembered  only  dimly  hy  our 
subject.  He  attended  to  his  education  in  the  log 
schcM>lhouses  of  Livingston  County  during  the 
winters  and  helf)ed  alxnit  the  farm  work  in  the 
summer.  He  drove  a  breaking  team  of  from  four 
to  seven  oxen  over  many  an  acre  of  land,  and 
after  he  l>egan  to  work  for  wages  received  from  tl 
to  %10  a  month. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four  the  young  man  un- 
dertook independent  work  and  bought  eighty 
acres  of  land,  twenty  of  which  were  prepared  for 
cultivation,  and  aside  from  that  beginning  he  has 
])laced  up(m  this  farm  every  improvement  which 
will  be  found  here.     Ten  years    later  he  added  an 

ft 

ecpial  acreage  to  the  iii*st  purchase  and  has  placed 
it  all  in  good  cimdition  for  crops.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1847  to  Maria  Westphal,  who  was  born  in 
1830.  in   Prussia.    Germany.     She    has  reared  nine 

ft 

children,  namely:     Hannah  (Mi*s,  Stanlick), Henry, 
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Peter,  Sophia  (Mrs.  Trescott),  Charlie,  Maria,  Fred- 
erick, Alma  (Mrs.  Collit),  and  Kmily  (Mi-s. 
Philli|x^). 

Ite^iniiing  with  empty  hands  hut  a  sturdy  in- 
tegrity and  brave  determination  to  sueeeed  our 
subject  has  'now  accpiired  one  hundred  acres  of 
beautiful  land  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  hav- 
ing sold  fifty  acres  to  his  son-in-law.  Kdward  Tres- 
cott.     1 1  Is  success  is  worthy   of   record    as  it  is  the 

ft 

re-fult  of  his  own  endeavors.  He  and  his  wife  are 
one  in  ixiligious  faith  and  both  are  membei-s  of  the 
(ierman  Lutheran  Church.  The  Republican  parly 
receives  .the  endorsement  of  Mr.  Hartman  who  has 
served  as  Township  Treasurer  for  one  term. 


I^.AVH)  1).  BIRD.  A  worthy  represenUntive 
of  the  agricultural  fraternitv,  Mr.  Bird 
has  retii*ed  from  active  business  life  and  is 
now  enjoying  a  well-earned  respite  from  severe 
labor,  having  a  pleasjint  residence  in  Williams- 
ville,  L'nadilla  Township,  Livingston  County.  He 
is  a  son  of  Furman  liird,  a  native  of  Warren 
County,  N.  J.,  and  a  farmer.  \\\>  grand fatlu»r  was 
Fdward  Bird,  who  was  of  Knglish  descent  and  a 
man  of  some  note  in  his  day.  being  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  and  .lustice  of  the  Peace.  He  was 
a  farmer  by  occu|)5ition  residing:  in  Warren  Countv. 
and  with  his  wife,  whose  maiden  nanu  was  Susanna 
Furuian. lived  to  a  good  old  aye.  His  mother  wa> 
Mary  Ann  (Davis)  Bird,  also  a  native  of  New 
Jersey.  Her  father,  David  Davis,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Kevolutioiiary  War.  Mi',  and  Mrs.  liird,  Sr., 
were  married  in  their  natiye  Stale  and  there  re- 
.sided  until  they  canu'  to  the  Wolvi^rine  Slate  in 
18.'5:5,  lirst  settling  at  Ann  Arbor  on  a  farm.  'I'here 
was  but  a  small  settlement  \\\vrv  at  thnt  time,  a  loj; 
house  siMving  as  a  tavern.  The  farm  comprised 
eijrhty  acres  of  land,  and  wa-^  about  one  mile  from 
the  village. 

The  energies  of  our  subject's  father  IkmiI  to  the 
impioyenu'nt  of  his  place. and  l>efore  hisdcceasi*  he 
erected  a  ijood  fraint'  dwcllini»:  house  and  tint» 
barns.  Both  [)arents  have  passed  away  from  the  scene 


of  their  most  active  lal)or.  Of  ten  childreD  born 
to  his  parents  our  subject  is  the  only  one  now  liv- 
ing. His  early  training  in  a  religious  way  was  in 
the  Presbyterian  Chuivh.  Our  subject's  father  wa** 
a  Deacon  in  tliat  body  before  coming  to  Michigan. 
His  decease  took  pla<.»e  in  1839,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five  yeai*s.  IBs  wife  died  in  1856  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two  years.  Politically  the  father  was  a 
.lacksonian  Democrat.  Mrs.  Bird  was  an  una^um- 
ing  Christian  woman  whose  real  worth  was  known 
only  to  her  intimate  friends,  so  quietlj'  did  <\iv 
perform  her  many  deeds  of  kindness.  The  poor 
and  needy  found  in  her  a  helper,  and  she  was  a 
warm  friend  of  missions  ever  willing  to  deny 
herself  for  othei's,  as  the  following  incident  will 
show.  Her  means  were  very  limited;  there  fell  to 
her  at  one  time  the  small  amount  of  $300.  In- 
stead of  using  it  for  her  own  comfort  she  gave 
*200  to  the  vfivtae  of  missions  and  loaned  the  re- 
mainder to  a  feeble  church  to  build  a  liouse  of 
woi-ship,  reserving  nothing  for  herself.  Mrs.  Bird 
was  the  only  daughter  of  David  Davis.  She  had 
two  brot he i*s.  Samuel  and  Chambers,  who  were  far- 
mei*s  by  occupation  and  resided  in  Warren  County. 
N.  .1. 

The  brothei-s  and  sistei*s  of  our  subject  were  as 
follows:  lk»tsi\y,  Sloan,  Samuel,  Elijah,  Mary,  Ed- 
ward. John,  .losi'ph  and  Susannah,  all  except  the 
latter  marrying  and  settling  in  Southern  Michigan. 
Joseph,  the  younge>t, came  to  his  death  in  the  gold 
mines  of  California;  he  left  a  wife  and  (me  child. 
John  lived  and  died  on  the  old  homestead,  where 
his  wife  and  family  still  reside. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  first  saw  the  light  of 
day  March  4,  1813,  in  Warren  County,  N.  J.  On 
cominy:  to  Michiiifan  he  was  twenty  yell's  of  aire, 
and  had  received  his  educjition  in  the  East,  hayiuij 
had  the  a<l vantages  offered  in  a  district  school. 
He  wa>  reared  on  a  farm  and  was  early  familiarized 
with  agricultunil  duties.  He  remained  at  home 
with  his  father  until  cominjj  to  Livingston  County, 
giving  him  his  services  until  he  reached  his  major- 
ity and  working  for  wages  after  that  time. 

Mr.  Bird  came  to  this  county  and  hK*ated  on  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sevent\'-two  acres  in 
Tndilla  Township,  on  section  30.  The  land  is  what 
is  known  iis  oak  openings,  and  it  was  patented  to 
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him  directly  from  tlie  Government.  There  were  at 
the  time  more  Indians  than  wliite  men,  neighbors  of 
tlie  latter  sort  being  very  few.  He  was  obliged  to 
borrow  money  to  pay  for  part  of  his  land  and 
bought  two  yoke  of  oxen  on  credit.  Building  a 
log  house  he  began  the  work  of  clearing,  which 
went  on  slowly  as  he  had  no  help  and  had  to  de- 
l)end  uiK)n  himself  entirely. 

Our  subject's  marriage  took  place  March  6,  18.S9, 
at  which  time  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Agnes  Piper,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Agnes 
Piper,  natives  of  Scotland  and  earl}-  settlers  in 
Unadilla  Township.  Mrs.  Bird  was  bom  Septem- 
ber 12,  1816  in  Scotland.  She  died  December  1, 
1880.  This  worthy  couple  have  been  the  parent** 
of  six  cliildren,  three  of  whom  are  now  living. 
Thev  are  William  F.,  Mary  K.  and  Almira  H. 
William  was  born  August  24,  1840;  his  first  wife 
was  Elgiva  Barton,  a  native  of  Maine;  at  her 
death  she  left  four  children,  the  eldest  of  wliom,  a 
noble  boy  nineteen  yeiirs  of  age,  was  drowned 
while  bathing  in  the  lake  at  Williams ville.  The 
maiden  name  of  his  second  wife  was  Klla  Lake, 
lie  lives  near  Ann  Arbor  and  has  five  children, 
three  of  whom  are  by  his  former  marriage.  Mary 
E.,  was  born  March  26,  1845;  she  is  now  the  wife 
of  F.  E.  Ives  and  lives  in  this  township;  she  is  the 
mother  of  two  children.  Almira  R.,  born  Jan- 
uary 15,  1848,  is  the  wife  of  A.  B.  Dunning  and 
lives  in  Sturgis.  Mr.  Dunning  is  a  prominent  law- 
yer in  that  city.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents 
of  two  children. 

The  original  of  our  sketch  has  been  constantly 
improving  his  farm  and  has  added  to  it.  At  one 
time  he  had  three  hundred  and  seventy-two  acres 
and  had  cleared  off  two  hundred  and  fifty,  which 
were  in  a  good  state  of  cullivati<m.  This  he  sold 
and  retired  from  agricultural  work.     He  is  a  mem- 


ber of  the  Baptist  Church  and  has  l)een  a  deacon  in 
the  same  for  over  fifty  years.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  builders  of  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  this 
township  and  has  been  an  active  member  since. 
In  former  years  our  subject  took  a  lively  interest 
in  Sunday-school  work  and  for  some  time  was 
Superintendent  of  the  same.  In  the  absence  of  a 
pastor  he  carried  on  the  meetings  for  two  years. 
Deeply  appreciative  of  the  benefits  of  a  good 
education,  he  gave  his  children  the  be^t  advantages 
that  time  and  circumstances  would  allow.  Some  of 
them  are  graduates  of  the  college  at  Yi)silanti.  Of 
his  deceased  children  Agnes  I).  l)ecame  the  wife  of 
Halstcd  Gregory  and  was  the  mother  of  one  child; 
she  died  April  4,  1874;  Chambei*s  1).  died  January 
1,  1884;  he  married  Diana  Danten  and  was  the 
father  of  one  child;  Justin  V.,  who  was  the  hus- 
band of  Anna  Striker  and  the  father  of  one  child, 
died  July  7,  1882.  Our  subject  has  l)een  Assessor 
of  his  township.  In  early  days  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat, but  on  the  agitation  of  the  Slavery  question 
he  l)ecame  a  Iie])ublican  and  from  this  party  has 
transferred  his  allegiance  to  the  Prohibitionists, 
having  always  been  an  ardent  advocate  of  tcmi>er- 
ance  principles. 

Mr.  Bird  deserves  the  greatest  credit  for  his  life 
work.  He  started  out  empty-handed  and  carried 
on  his  farm  forty-seven  years,  making  it  a  success 
pecuniarily.  He  has  lived  to  see  his  children  all 
associated  with  the  Baptist  Church  and  honorable 
and  honored  men  and  women.  In  earlv  davs  the 
main  supporter  of  the  church,  he  has  always  lieen 
a  faithful  and  enthusiastic  hel|X}r  in  Gospel  work. 
He  well  remembers,  in  an  earh-  day,  when  the 
the  nearest  market  was  at  Detroit  or  Ann  Arbor, 
and  the  products  of  his  farm  had  to  be  conveyed 
thither  by  ox-team  or  horse  and  wagon. 


p 


3 


A 

Ui 

Ml 

ft-antalpj-,  C.  w 

■in' 

AbboH.OnjTKeA 

AbeKW-H. 

Atlaiiu,  (Xontv  1. 

B..iiji.iiiiii,n™rKi- !>.... 
Benm-tl.  F,  C 

BiBelow.ll.M 

:::i 

.,..>^ij 

A<lunii<.Johii  Q 

» 

11% 

...   va 
ii« 

ATIim.Kev.Alfml 

AhdarfCynH. 

'     IM 

SoMrard  Au>ui 

tl.iwn.,S. -.V 

Brayloii.  Biirt  

Br<-(«-l,.nirii.tiBT.  

Brewer.  Th..ii.a- W 

BriK>!h.K.T 

MrlHtol.  Hon.  ().  W 

nri-i..i..i.n 

Rr.->k«,iy,ltfv  K,  [I.,. 

Bmkrti.-,  1,.  11 

Mrn«„,All«.i1 

»r.wii..l,.T  

Hn.wn.K.  .1 

»p..«n.  W.r..  11.  11... 
llnmiim^.K 

w 

«; 

...Sill 

Alwcmt.  h™.  M.  M,  .. 

AllMil..A.H„M.I> 

B 

171 

....mn 

BttetPk.-.*).  J 

Umk.  Il'iii.  H,  Vi 

Biick.M.J 

Biirlilmrl.K.  .\ 

:«»• 

Bailey.  J.  W 

Bi»li.T.H.R.Jl.  1)..... 

Bokrr.H.W 

B.1MnB«uyP. 

S«l 

...,:KI 

BalUrd  I^A.  HIi... 

B«w>.0™,W* 

Barkrr.J.W 

;-:S 

:::'^ 

<at 

C-nuiJal,  K.  K 

TW 

Ill 

C-Bri.]...!.  K  

fra|>.>.  Heiirj- H 

HH 

CV«Hi.iaii.J.  M 

mil 

in 

(.■urlii.  Mn.  X.  A 

I'MriH-Nlrr.  Arlliiir 

r:S 

(-..ITllT.  K.  B 

tItK 

t'lim-r.iifuri.'r  1_ 

iS» 

lW.Mr..t^«l-4 

«" 

(ha K.V. 

w 

Hfoili'.J.o'K'.  

lliriKlirtii.Jmm-sM..., 

xa 

iHUllflH.H.  J 

Imi.lrl-.'.1M, 

IWrhv,H.H..M.  !>.... 

■;;;S 

7.V1 

l>«"ln.S.A 

*s' 

'^'"I^-J-" 

!;'" 

Ih^II  IVtTr" 

•iM 

iwk...  WllliaTii  H 

;:;-^;^;' 

-^.^ 

..  .*! 

ClBlt.W.JI 

»;; 

liinturir.Hoii.  11.  w... 

"« 

n'r''i{"''^'""r"^'** 

tmtik'.  WiillHiii  M 

. . .  .xn 

(■uir.-.v.  t-mlM     

IUKI 

r-o-lK^.t   I'. 

....;i±t 

llctRl  Ulcfaacl 

...,iw 

INDEX. 


E 


Kager,  W.  B ftl« 

Earl ,  Oliver 738 

Earle,  George  A 'iltt 

Edaon,  A.  W,,M.  D ....408 

Eichele,  Jacob 4'!<7 

Ellsworth,  I.  W 768 

Emery,  W rt:J7 


F 


Faunee,  William  H 531 

Felch,Alpheu8 117 

FellowB,  H.  N 70a 

Ferguson ,  Hon.  A.  F  iXi 

Ferguson,  George  H..  M.  D.  .J»09 

Fillmore,  Mil  lard 67 

Fitch,  Hon.  F.  S 847 

Fitz  Simmons,  C.  8 303 

Foerster,  A 446 

Fogg,  Hon.  F.  M 717 

Foote,  C,  8 823 

Foster,  C^harles 506 

F  owler,  Capt.  George :Wi 

Frank,  Joseph 222 

Freeman,  G.  W 603 

Frisbc^,  Hon.  A.  T 525 

Frost,  J.  B 753 

Fuller,  A.  C  618 

Fuller,  D.K 821 


c; 


viaiiup.  J,  1^. .5<'i 

Gannon,  Daniel ('^4 

Gansley ,  Jacob 858 

(4anlner.  M.  D (<52 

Garfield,  James  A 85 

Garlick,J.  W 413 

GibbM,  Charles  H 860 

Gilbert,  John  V 425 

Gillett,  1 400 

Glaister.  Mrs.  D 499 

Glea8on,A     .  «V5 

GoHs,  M.  J 19:i 

Gould,  B.  M 376 

<iower,  Hon.  C.  A 218 

Grant,  Ulysses  8 87 

(ireen,  Dr.  G.  I) 215 

Greene,  J.  N.,M,D Mfi 

Greener,  John  A 6.58 

(J reenly,  William  L 121 

(Gregory,  A.  M 8:M) 

GrlmeH,  Hon.  T .562 

Griswold,  J.  8 .548 

(iimsoUy,  Albert .510 


H 


Hadsall,  E<lwani 84 1 

Hahu,  William  F 310 


Hammond,  8.  W 267 

Hand,  J.  W fiOO 

Hansen,  William  F 791 

Hardy,  E.J 796 

Harris,  John  W  4f4 

Harris.  Seth  P 620 

Harrison,  Benjamin 4o7 

Harrison,  William  Henry 51 

Hart,  CaMUider 845 

Hartman.  John 8(3) 

Hiiskill.  CH»orge  (}  643 

Haughawout,  C.  E  272 

Hawes,  J.  C 429 

Hawkes,  Prof.  W  H 5.36 

Hayes,  Rutherford  B 91 

Haynes,  A.  B :ttJ5 

Hay nes,  Hiram 782 

Hedges,  H .  C 369 

Henderson ,  Perry 270 

Hendry X,  William  O 690 

Henry,  Harris .5.V» 

Herrick,  Daniel 619 

Hlbner,  Frederick 724 

Hicks,  (George 611 

Hill,  Thomas .5H7 

Hilliard.  R.  B ;«5 

Hlmmelberger,  John 799 

Hlnchey,  J.  W 3.57 

HI nes,  Frederick 28!» 

Hinman ,  William  C :WI 

HiKlge,  C.  J  702 

Hod.sklt«,  Rev.  H 23* 

Hogle,  A.J 817 

Hollister.  Charles  A 4H1 

Holmes,  W.  8.  A  Son 440 

Hopkins,  J.  M* :j.53 

Horton,  Capt.  William  M.  ...590 

Htwley,  E.  B 58:{ 

Hosley,  William  K 210 

Houghtallng,  G .  E 1  J»5 

Houghtallng,  S.  G 126 

Howanl,  A.  A 788 

Howe,  John .»i83 

Howe.  8  E 5.50 

Huck,L 76:j 

Hudson,  H.  &  A 515 

Hudson,  L.S i'f« 

Hiiii,  8.  N 66!) 

Hull.fieorgeL 813 

Hull.  Joseph  B.,  M,  D .545 

Humphrey ,  John 1 14 

Hurtl,D.  C 451 

Hyne,  Charles  T tm 

Hyne,  Frank  L so3 

Hyne.  William  F i»M« 


J 


Ingalls.A.  T. .. 
Irish,  James  H 


....:«)«.» 

..  .28!» 


J 


JaclcHoii,  Andit^w 43 

Jacks<n),  Dan .5:{8 


Jacobs,  Jesse 731 

Jefferson,  ThoiiiArS 27    , 

Jerome,  David  H 165    I 

Jewett,  Charles  G 8/-«J 

Jeweit,  Joseph 8.52 

Johnson,  Andrew 83 

Johnson,  D.  B 312    , 

.Johnson ,  Hon .  F.  B 177 

Johnson,  Prof.  W.  A 4«(?    1 

Jones,  Moses 6(U    ' 

Jordan,  Rev.  H.  8 :WI 

Judd,  Seth  H 8.56 


K 


Kanouse.  Hon  Jacob SC-H 

Kanouse,  L.  C <>8I 

Ked/je.'R.  C. ,  M.  D iK) 

Keihm.  Mrs.  Ix>ulsa 'M^ 

Kelley,  E.  O 4«I 

Kerr,  Hon.  .John  A «a>7 

Ketchum,  Lewis 701 

Kllbourne,  Hon.  8.  L 775 

Klnffsley,  C.  C 759 

Klrkland,  J.  K 8:U 

Klo<*kslem.  H.  C 210 

Knapp,  William  L 779 

Kneeland,  A.  D 45  > 


L 


Lake,  Mrs.  H.  L.  M '«r: 

Lamoreaux,  R.  M \M 

Langenbacher.  Mrs.  C :i.*»l 

I-Angfonl.G.  W..  M.  D 7:19 

L  Mining.  Mrs.  EmeHne l:W 

Lare,  Josephus V'.ti 

Laixjse.  Joseph  R 2!C> 

Lasher,  James 8on 

Lee,  F.  J 275 

Lelghton.  8.  P '■..'.l 

L(*nien,  G.  C 7<5 

l^emon ,  C.  H :30<: 

I^esher,  C.  P :CJ1 

I>cwls,  (Jllbert  W 312 

Lincoln,  Abraham 79 

Lltchtield,  H.  M 804 

Llvermore,  John  J 1J)8 

I^)ckwo<»d,  John  P 4:i5 

Lovejoy.  Hiram  J 7<>0 

Luce.  CyriLs  Gray 177 

LiHnbai*d,  A.  A iV'tO 

Luther,  J.  B 2W) 

Lvon.S.  T 471 


M 


.Madison,  James i 

Maltby.H.  F (5,59 


Mann,  R 402 

Markey,  James 416 

Markham,  A.G ^i 

Marsh, G.  A 727 

Marshall,  John 777 

Mar-l»all,  R.  C 178 

M.iHOjj ,  Stephen  T 105 

Mastic.  John  A 599 

Mather,  F 4^0 

Mercer,  5\  i  lliam  453 

Merlthew,  E.  R 6.3:* 

McClelland.  Robert 129 

McC*omb,  Joseph  M 25 1 

McEnally .  W.  H .527 

McEueu.  F.  C. . .  282 

McGivney,  T. 670 

McGlvney,  J 670 

McHench,  W.  J.,  M.  D 6/9 

Mclntyre,  D 001 

Mclntyre,  George  H 710 

McKeman,  Thomas 7.57 

McKlbbln,  J  T 2:J5 

McKlnley.  John 413 

McMillan,  Alexander,  M.  D.  .405 

McMillan,  William  H ..541 

McPherson,  M.  J 5:W 

McPherson,  William,  Jr .^32 

Miller.O.  F :J30 

Miller,  William,  M.  D 815 

Mills.  W.  J.,  M.  D .568 

Miner,  William  J .VJ8 

Monroe,  Alexander 785 

Monroe.  James 35 

Monroe,  James 778 

Monroe,  James  M .509 

Monroe,  N.  M ...608 

Montague,  Luke  8 712 

.Moody.  David 83!) 

Moon,  O.  N.,  M  D  (?67 

Moores,  J.  II ......801 

Morton,  George  G «3i0 

Moyer,  Andrew 448 

Moyer,  John  H 196 

Muns.ni,  F.  V 692 

Murray,  M.J .377 

MuHsoii,  Robert 455 


N 


Neal.  Rufus  J  798 

Neely.S.D 329 

Nichols,  H.  A  824 

Noble, S 859 

Noble,  8.  G  <«U 

North.  K.  D  ,  M.  I> :JH9 

Nottlnghain.  D.  M..  M.  1).....348 


() 


Uaklcv.  .Mrs.  Sallv  A. 


:620 


^V 


INDKX. 


Oteen,  Peter VAO 

Osboni,  William  W 813 


l>a(ld(x'k,  S.  A 

Park.  J.  B..  M.  I)  5«8 

Parker,  DanTord 7^4 

Parker,  Frank Rll 

ParrtoiiH.  Andrew 13:J 

Patrick,  I).  F 2.W 

PattenKlll  Prof.  H.  R 4»J 

Patterson,  R.  F f>4 1 

Peach,  Jamen 240 

PearKon .William..  .  . . 70:i 

Perry,  George  (» 742 

Perry.  Chicar  F IM 

Person,  Judge  R.  H fi39 

Peten*.  William 417 

PhillipK,  C.  A 4a5 

Philllp«,  John  C  591 

lliipiM.  B.  0 777 

Pickard,  Lyman 714 

Pierce,  Franklin ?l 

Pmckney,  Hon.  William  H..'.m 

Placeway,  C.  E 817 

Polk,  James  K r»i» 

Porter,  E.  H 401 

I'orter,  H«)n.  James  B 120 

Porter,  R.  M WW 

Poet .  Wi lliam  H :K)7 

Potter,  John  M ...828 

PottH.  John  M :»7I 

Preston,  Heman MV 

Price,  Capt.  J.  R 340 

Price,  Lawrence :K8 

ProHRcr,  A.  I) 842 

l*ru(l(lcn,  W.  K ...:>:> 


\i 


KaiuluP,  Ini  E .IV.i 

Ruiitu'V.  (icorm*  H..  M.  I) 22.') 

KjiMsotii.  K|)ii|>hnHli(us  12.') 

Ra yiu-r.  William  H :U7 

R«'ok..l()lin  A t24 

K«mmI.  II.  E 172 

KrrVfN,.|ohll  1) ■•«»•; 


ReevcH,  Ira  V 551 

ReynoldM,  D.  E.  A 848 

Reynolds.  H.  O 607 

Richmond,  Mi-s.  S 728 

Rider,  Joseph ,')I7 

Rikeni,H.  W  418 

Rix,  Hiram,  Jr 80«i 

RobiMon,  David 236 

Roi",  J.  Edward 313 

Ro«H,  Thomas,  Jr 8I« 

Rounsville,  Hon.  F.G 838 

Rouse.  John  F 27U 

Rowley,  L.  E AKi 

Rumsey,  Hon.  M.  E m 

Russell,  F.  F .'»2 

Russell.  J.  A 7f«3 

Russell.  8.  (> 308 


S 


Sabin  .JBentley 70!* 

Saltmursh,  J.  F .551) 

8argent,  G.I .VU 

Sawyer,  A.  F nw 

Schneider.  Col.  F 21."^ 

Schrepfer,  fleorge y.H 

Si'hroetler,  F.  P 7«2 

Scotteld,  Mrs.  I .574 

Seaton,  Richanl 832 

Sexton.  P.  H «12 

Shnfer,  James  H 372 

Shaller,  Adam ."»07 

Shank,  R.  B :*(5S 

Shank,  Rush  J.,  .M.  I) 44 1 

Shannon,  Col.  John  A 577 

Shaw,  R mi 

Shonror.  James  M Klo 

ShtTiiian.I).  K..  M.  I) 7;»7 

Sljorinan.  M.  H .')12 

ShcrwfMwi,  .laiiu's  .V     :I2:{ 

ShfM,k,  William  H I!»7 

Sh«>\v<'rmaii.  Bcnjainiii r)17 

Shiiiiuvay,  F.  W.,  M.  D «K)J» 

Sibley,  C.  II s:;i 

Siin«>ns.  B.  F :\U') 

Skailai).  Satmicl .7>I> 

Skinner,.!.  M "»•..'> 

Slii'ker,  PuTcc .ShJ 

Sly.  Kov.  W.S 7!m 

Snjalley.  John  W 7n; 

SnuMlley,  K.  K 271 

Smith.  Daniel  H 7Ih 


Smith,  D.  O 747 

Smith,  D.V 581 

Smith.  Enoch 473 

Smith ,  Quincy  A 4,'W; 

Smith,  Stephen 814 

Smit h,  Timothy 7WJ 

Smith.  V.  C 673 

Smith.  Willard SiVi 

Sn(K)k,  Col.  J.  G  278 

Snytler,  J.  A S:U 

Sowle.  EnoH 72.*. 

Spanier,  John 'W 

Six'urs.  Israel '.i»< 

Stabler.  M.  J. . . .  ^^. 2»8 

Stahl,.lacob U'.» 

Stak\v,T.  R  <581 

Stcbbms,  C.  B •>7'i 

Steinacker.  Fred 814 

Stelzcr,  John  R 659 

Stelzer,  John  W 624 

Sternes.  Mrs.  C 719 

Stevens,  C.  W 4.W 

Stillman,  O.  B 490 

St odanl.  David 4(i8 

Stoner .  Henry  S 489 

Stow,  Seth  C 804 

Stowcll.G.  H 3157 

StrcH«t,Philo 580 

Sullivan,  Charles 784 

Swart hout,  Hugh I'M 

Sw«H»t .  -Mrs.  L.  A 317 


Taylor,  J.  W 2.V) 

Taylor,  Most^  R 107 

Taylor,  Zacliary <;:J 

Teller.  Samuel  A .'>20 

Temiey.  .Mi-s.  H.  A l):} 

Thoman.  K :j(i^» 

Thompson,  .\.  I> r>l2 

Thomji.son.  H.  IJ 7.'>2 

Thompson.  .Tohn 122 

Thorhnrn,  W.  \V -iii.-) 

Tillotson..!.  W 2VJ 

Tobias.  JIarrison 212 

Tobias,  .lames sUi 

ToiM.  M.  I) :;!.-> 

Toms.  K;;lM*it ';2I 

Town  ley,  A.  J ."iCrf' 

Tripp.  Noali  F .si;t 

Turner,  .1.  A :UA 


Turner,  W.  S 522 

Turrell,  Charles  ."Hf* 

Tuttle.  J.  J  241; 

Twaits.  J.  W.,  Jr 2!I2 

Tyler,  John • 55 


V 


Valentine,  Rev.  J.  S :J87 

Van  Amburg,  O.  K K'SO 

Van  Atta,  George  B €21 

Van  Buren.  F.  P «29 

Van  Buren,  Martin  17 

Van  Buren,  Martin 510 

Van  Buren ,  Wi  lliam «C1 

Van  Dercook,  W.  H i»71 

Vansyckle.  John  P. 802 

Voiselle,  John  B iVti 

Vorce.  (ieorge 442 


w 


\\a  Iker.  George  E 4.\4 

W'alker,  Robert 558 

Walker,  Thomas  A 200 

Wanl.U.  D 7«7 

Wanier,  Timothy .521 

Washington.  (*eorgc |}» 

Wasson,  M.  H i^j 

Wcller.  F.  D .sxt 

Weuk,  WUliamH  241 

Whitaker,  Mrs.  E mi 

Whitney,  E.  H .'. . .  ..t70 

Wilcox,  J.  H .*. ..  .592 

Wilcox,  R.  S &Sl 

Wilkinson,  George  B 772 

Williams,  Edward .'ir^O 

Wilson,  A.  J 2'w; 

Wil.son.  .lames  H 451 

Winans,  KJwin  B isi 

Wise.  Hon.  AlfrtMl j;;.', 

NVisner,  M<j.s<*s   1|| 

Wood.  Hon.  C.  M.... 41.'. 

W(mmI,  William  W 741 

W«KMlbri(l;,'e,  William    1(K» 

W(MMl\vorth.  F.  1) 2T»i 

Wo<Ml\v(»rth.  J»)bn  1).,  .M.  D  ."><> 

WouMs.  Tbon.as 7ji7 

Wrik'^'«'Is\vorth,  R.  K .'>ir» 

Wnj^'bl .  Daniel 770 

Wri-ht.I.T .-»M 

WriK'ht,  J.  W :,i;j 


IGWa 


Abbott,  (i.  A J." 

.\rmstron^',  L.  L (><.') 

Brownin;,'.  K.  v\:  J.  ,V (^I't 

Carmer.  ,b»lm  T 7<)i"» 

Dobie.  Alex    7.'J.'> 


Dunston,  C.  E 

I>utt<.n.  1).  0 

(iannon,  Daniel. . . 
Hibner,  H"re<leriek. 
.lones.  Mi's,  M.  J. .  , 


, 7().'»     I     Kanouse.  L.  (•  ils') 

..'»M  Mover.  .\ruliev\ Mil 

,<'.4.*)  Patterson.  H.  F (Jl.'. 

,  72.'>         IN-rrv ,  ( )sear  K 7:i.') 

,  r«V)  '^<'- flit .  (iilb«M-t  1 .'>.<) 


Smith,  David  o 7i.-» 

Stelzer,  J.  W (52.'» 

Toms.  E^'lHTt Jii', 

Wilson.  J.  H 44;« 


Adam^Jotao  Q X 

Alrer.  RiMdl  A in 

Arthur,  CtaeMsr  A M 

Backiy.JohD  J IM 

B«k«r.  Dr.  B.  H. «M 

BbUvId.  Henry  P lU 

B»rry,  John  H„ IM 

Bvfoki,  JodBh  W IM 

BmKhmm,  KloKiley  B. IIS 

BlKlr,  AuMin 144 

BucbMiMi.JuDa. 74 

<Wb0UD,  Kn.  Mmrcmret  O.  ..M4 

4:iftlliliis,  Hn.  M SM 

Cklkina,  W.  B Xi 

Cuoenin.  A 4lf 

Ormpo,  Hrnry  H .148 

CsrUr,  Geor^  I.. Ml 

(,"h»»e,  John  H..,. HIS 

Ohite.OKar IM 


Cl«vel«)d,  8.  Oroirr ,  IM 

Croawell.  ChartoB  X lOO 

Emery,  Wealev ....OS 

Felch,  AlpbBBB. 114 

rersuKOi,  Dr.  A.  r 4« 

FersuHi,  Dr.  O.  H nS 

nilmore,  mihtm « 

Fitch,  Boo.  F.  S. ME 

FtU,  SUnmcuu  C.  8  Mt 

Fasg.FrkDhM 71S 

OwfflcM.J.A M 

OranCUa « 

draenly .  Wllllun MO 

UftrricOD,  Benjamin I(M 

HkrriMD,  W.  H M)    , 

Uairee.J.C tti    j 

Hayw,R.B ,  «0 

Hiamomw JWS    ! 

Hinchey.JuHW -ne    , 

Hudeon,  HuUd M4 

.Hull,  Dr.  J.  B t44 


JavkaoD,  Amlrew  — 
Jeffenoo,  Tfaomu 

Jahn*oo.F.B 

KedUe,  Dr.  R.  C 

Kelley.E.O. 

Kerr,  Hon.  John  A. . , , 

Uie,F.  J 

Lluooln,  Abrkhwi 

UwkwoodpJ.P 

Lyon.S.T. 

Luoe,  Cyrn*  fliaf 

Uadiaon,  Jkmee 

MaaoD,  Btepheu  T. . . . 
HcClalluid,  Bobert. . . 
HcKerrksn,  Thomaa. . . 

Hooroe,  Junee . . . . 

HooQ.O.N 

Fierce.  Frank lln 


Phllllm.C.  A im 

Phllllii*,Hr*.C.  A 4M 

Flnckney.HoD.  WllliAmH..lH 

Polk.  J.  K M 

BMUom,  Epaphrodlua. m 

BBooey,Dr.a.  E IM 

Beynokto,  R.  O HM 

SetaDeider,  Ool.  F. .914 

Shank,  Dr.  R.  J 4W 

SbauKHi.  Ool.  J.  A Mt 

SklDDcr,  JutMB  H Btt 

Taylor,  Jofao  W n4 

I'aylgr,  ZacbaiT w 

Tb0Tbum,W.  W.,M.  D .«t 

Tyler,  Jolui H 

Tbb  Buren,  Hartlo M 

WublDffton,  ae«^ IS 

WHWDi,  Edwtn  B ISO 

Wiener.  Moaea 14* 

Wood.  John IM 

Woodbridfe,  WllUam IDS 

Wrlnelewarth,  R.  K BM 


I  ■    * 


I 


1 


•r 


r  ,-1 


